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DOCUMENT No. 9. 


Acts passe by Te Leotstarure or THe Srare or New York, 
RELATIVE T0 THE cry or New Yorx, 


To reduce the several acts, relating to the District Courts in the 
city of New York into one act. 
In relation to party walls in the city of New York. 


To amend an act entitled ‘ An act further to amend the acts in 
relation to insurances on property in this State, made by in- 
dividuals and associations unauthorized by law. 

To amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to alter the map of the-city 
of New York, by laying out thereon a public place, &c. 

To alter or amend the map or plan of the city of New York, so 
as to close Bloomingdale square in said city. 

To amend an act entitled “ An act to authorize the Mayor, &c., 
to borrow moneys for the purpose of building a new reser- 
voir, purchasing lands,” &c. 

For the regulation of the government of the Central Park in the 
city of New York. 

To provide a more certain canvass and estimate of votes at each 
election in the cities of New York and Brooklyn. 


To amend the Pilot laws. 


OR 
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In relation to the Marine Court in tHe city of New York. 

In relation to the salaries of the officers of the Croton Aqueduct 
Board. 

To enable the Supervisors of the city and county of New York 
to raise money by tax. . 

To legalize certain action of the Board of Supervisors in the city 
and county of New York. 

To legalize cortain action of the Board of Supervisors in the city 
of New York. 

In relation to assessments in the city of New York, and to amend 
the several acts in relation thereto. 

To suppress intemperance, and to regulate the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. 

To provide for the appointment of a commission to secure the 
more perfect establishment, government, regulation and econ- 
omy of common schools in the city of New York. 

Relative to stage routes in the city of New York, 

To legalize the action of the Board of Supervisors in the city 
and county of New York, in relation to the painting and 
graining of the rooms of the Superior Court. 

To legalize certain action of the Board of Supervisors of the city 
and county of New York. 

Authorizing the Mayor, &c., to widen Broadway on Blooming- 
dale road, between Fifty-seyenth and Fifty-ninth streets. 

To provide payment for certain articles furnished and services 
performed for the city of New York, and to legalize the 
action of the Board of Supervisors, &c., relative thereto, 

In relation to the opening of the Second ayenue. 

In relation to the Coles or Harlem Bridge, at the terminus of the 
Third avenue. 
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To confirm and legalize the resolution of the Common Council, 
providing for the widening of Battery place. 


To establish bulkhead and pier lines for the port of New York. 


To enable the Supervisors of the city and county of New York 
to raise money by tax. 


To provide payment for certain surveying and mapping performed 
for the city and county. 


To establish a Metropolitan Police District, and provide for the 
government thereof. 


Relative to erection of a new City Hall, and to raise money by 
loan, and to appoint Commissioners for that purpose. 


To regulate use of certain piers and wharyes on the Hast river. 
Relative to Board of Supervisors of the city of New York. 


To authorize the Second Avenue Railroad Company, to discon- 
tinue a portion of their track, and to construct new tracks. 


Relative to election of certain judicial officers. 
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Acts relating to the city, protest against. 
DOCUMENT No. 1. 

Annual Message of his Honor the Mayor. 


DOCUMENT No. 2. 
Annual Report of the Croton Aqueduct Department, 


DOCUMENT No. 3, 
Annual Report of the Public Administrator. 
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Annual Report of the Counsel to the Corporation. 


vi INDEX, 


DOCUMENT No. 11. 
Annual Report of the City Inspector. 
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DOCUMENT No. 12. 


Broadway, reports relative to condition of, and a new thorough- 
fare west of. 


(Cc) 


DOCUMENT No. 5. 
Central Park, report of Chief Engineer of. 


DOCUMENT No. 11. 
City Inspector, annual report of. 


DOCUMENT No. 19. 


\ 
City Inspector, communication from, relative to cleaning streets, 
from May Ist to August Ist, 1857. 


DOCUMENT No. 19. 


Cleaning Streets, communication from the City Inspector, rela- 
tive to. 


DOCUMENT No. 5. 


Commissioners of Central Park, transmitting report of Chief 
Engineer of. 


DOCUMENT No. 6.; 


Committee on Finance, report of, relative to the Tax Levy for 
1857, 


INDEX. Vii 


DOCUMENT No. 7. 


Committee on Markets, report of, relative to communication from 
President of the Dry Dock Company. 


DOCUMENT No. 12. 
Committee, Special, report of, on subject of a new avenue for 
relief of Broadway. 
DOCUMENT No. 13. 
Committee on Croton Aqueduct Department, relative to draft of 
an ordinance reorganizing the Croton Department. 
DOCUMENT No. 14. 


Committee on Lands and Places, report of, allowing the Receiver 
of Association for Industry of All Nations until the first of 
May, 1858, to remove the Crystal Palace. 


DOCUMENT No. 17. 


Committee, Joint Special, on subject of the Gold Box, bequeathed 
by General Andrew Jacksoa. 


DOCUMENT No. 18. 


Committee, Special, reports of majority and minority of, on the 
removal of the Steamers on the North and Hast rivers. 


DOCUMENT No. 19. 


Committee on Finance, report of, on communication from bis 
Honor the Mayor, relative to providing relief for the unem- 
ployed workmen. 


DOCUMENT No. 20. 


Committee, Special, report of, submitting an account of the 
books and condition of the Finance Department. 
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DOCUMENT No.. 21. 


Committee, Special, reports of, relative to erection of the Monu- 
ment to Major-general Worth. 


DOCUMENT No. 1. 


Communication from his Honor the Mayor, relative to general 
condition of the city. 


DOCUMENT No. 5. 


Communication from Commissioners of the Central Park, trans- 
mitting report from their Engineer-in-Chief. 


DOCUMENT No. 8. 


Communication from the Mayor, relative to finances of the city, 
city debt, funded debi, &c. 


DOCUMENT No. 10. 


Communication from members of the Board of Aldermen, pro- 
testing against certain acts passed by the Legislature. 


DOCUMENT No. 15. 


Communication from the Comptroller, in relation to the station- 
houses and other property belonging to the city. 


DOCUMENT No. 16. 


Communication from Counsel to Corporation, relative to the 
Lowber judgment. 


DOCUMENT No. 19, 


Communication from his Honorllthe Mayor, relative to providing 
relief for unemployed workmen. 
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DOCUMENT No. 7. 


Communication from President of the Dry Dock Company, report 
of Committee on Markets, relative to. 


DOCUMENT No. 15. 


Comptroller, communication from the, in relation to the station- 
houses and other property belonging to the city. 


DOCUMENT No. 4. 
Counsel to the Corporation, Annual Report of the. 


DOCUMENT No. 16. 


Counsel to Corporation, communication from relative to the 
Lowber judgment. 


DOCUMENT No. 2. 
Croton Aqueduct Department, Annual Report of the. 


DOCUMENT No. 13. 


Croton Aqueduct Department, Committee on, relative to draft of 
an ordinance reorganizing the Croton Department. 


DOCUMENT No. 14. 


Crystal Palace, report of Committee on Lands and Places, allow- 
ing the Receiver of Association for Industry of All Nations 
until the first of May, 1858, to remove the same. 


(B) 


DOCUMENT No. 5. 
Engineer-in-Chief of the Central Park Improvements, report of. 
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DOCUMENT No. 6. 


Finance Committee, report of the, relative to the Tax Levy for 
1857. 


DOCUMENT No. 8. 


Finances of the city, city debt, funded debt, &c., communication 
from the Mayor, relative to. 


DOCUMENT No. 19. 
Finance, report of Committee on, on communication from his 
Honor the Mayor, relative to providing relief for the unem- 
ployed workmen. 
DOCUMENT No. 20. 


Finance Department, report of Special Committee, submitting 
an account of the books and condition of. 


(G) 


DOCUMENT No. 17. 


Gold Box bequeathed by General Andrew Jackson, report of the 
Joint Special Committee on subject of. 


(L) 
DOCUMENT No, 14, 


Lands and Places, report of Committee on, permilting the Re- 
ceiver of the Crystal Palace until the first of May to remove 
the same. 
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DOCUMENT No. 10. 


Legislative acts, communication from members of the Board of 
Aldermen, protesting against certain. 


DOCUMENT No. 16. 


Lowber judgment against the city, communication from the 
Counsel to the Corporation, relative to. 
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DOCUMENT No. 18. 


Majority and minority of reports of the Special Committee, on 
the removal of the Sound and other Steamers on the North 
and East rivers. 


DOCUMENT No. 7. 


Markets, report of Committee on, relative to proposals of land 
on the East river for market purposes. 


DOCUMENT No. 1. 
Mayor, Annual Message of his Honor. 


DOCUMENT No, 8. 
Mayor, communication from, relative to the finances, city and 


funded debts, &e. 


DOCUMENT No. 19. 


Mayor, communication from his Honor the, relative to providing 
relief for unemployed workmen. 
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DOCUMENT No.. 21. 


Monument to Major-general Worth, report of Special Committee, 
relative to erection of the. 
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DOCUMENT No, 18. 


North and East river steamers, reports of Special Committees, 
relative to removal of. 
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DOCUMENT No. 13, 


Ordinance reorganizing the Croton Aqueduct Department, report 
of Committee on draft of. 


DOCUMENT No. 6. 


Ordinance making appropriations for the year 1857. 


(PB) 


DOCUMENT No. 7. 


President of the Dry Nock Company, report of Committee on 
communication from, offering certain grounds on Hast river 
for market purposes. 


DOCUMENT No. 10. 
Protest against certain acts relating to the city. 
DOCUMENT No. 3, 


Public Administrator, annual repor: of the. 
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DOCUMENT No, 14. 


Receiver of Association for Industry of All Nations, allowed an 
extension of time to remove the Crystal Palace. 
DOCUMENT No 2. 
Report, Annual, of the Croton Aqueduct Department. 


DOCUMENT No. 3. 
Report, Annual, of the Public Administrator. 


DOCUMENT No. 4. 
Report, Annual, of the Counsel to the Corporation. 


DOCUMENT No. 5. 
Report of Engineer-in-Chief of Central Park. 


DOCUMENT No. 6. 
Report of Committee on Finance, relative to the Tax Levy for 
1857. 


DOCUMENT No. 7. 


Report of Committee on Markets, on communication from the 
Dry Dock Company. 


DOCUMENT No. 11. 
Report, Annual, of the City Inspector. 


DOCUMENT No. 12. 


Reports relative to condition of Broadway, and a new thorough- 
fare west of. 
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DOCUMENT No. 13. 


Report of Committee on Croton Aqueduct, relative to reorgan- 
izing the Department. 


DOCUMENT No. 14. 


Report of Committee on Lands and Places, in favor of allowing 
an extension of time for the remoyal of the Crystal Palace. 


DOCUMENT No. 16. 


Report of Counsel to Corporation, relative to lands for market 
sites on the East river. 


DOCUMENT No. 17. 


Report of Joint Special Committee, on subject of the Gold Box 
bequeathed by General Jackson. 


DOCUMENT No. 1s. 


Reports, majority and minority, of Special Committee, on the 
removal of the present steamboat landings. 


DOCUMENT No. 19. 


Report of Committee on Finance, relative to relief for the un- 
employed workmen. 


DOCUMENT No. 20. 


Report of Special Committee, submitting a statement of the 
books and condition of the Finance Department. 


DOCUMENT No. 21. 


Reports of Special Committee, relative to erection of the Worth 
Monument. 
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DOCUMENT No. 12. 


Special Committee, report of, on subject of a new avenue for 
relief of Broadway. 


DOCUMENT No. 17. 


Special Committee, report of, on subject of the disposal of the 
General Jackson Gold Box. 


DOCUMENT No. 18. 
Special Committee, report of, relative to changing steamboat 
landings. 
DOCUMENT No. 20. 


Special Committee, report of, on the condition of the Department 
of Finance. 


DOCUMENT No. 21. 
Special Committee, report of, relative to erectionof the Worth 
Monument. 
DOCUMENT No. 15. 
Station-houses, &¢., belonging to the city, communication relative 
to condition of. 
DOCUMENT No 18. § 
Steamers on North and East rivers, reports relative to”changing 
landing places of. 
DOCUMENT No. 19. 


Streets cleaning, communication from the City Inspector, rela- 
tive to. 
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Tax Levy for 1857, report of Committee on Finance relativeto, 
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DOCUMENT No. 19. 


Workmen out of employ, communication relative to relief for. 
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Worth Monument, report of Special Committee in relation to 
erection of. 
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The following communication from his Honor the Mayor, 
was received, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 


Mayor’s OFFIcE, 
New Yorx, January 5, 1857. 


Gentlemen of the Common Council 
and of the Departments: 


Ty assuming the high and responsible duties which 
devolve upon us as governors and legislators of this great 
Municipal Empire, let us endeavor to approach, in thought 
and action, the lofty, dignified and important position we 
should occupy. Let us realize the magnitude of the inter- 
ests intrusted to our care, and the deep disgrace which is 
sure to follow if we fail in maintaining, with efficiency and 
integrity, the trusts imposed. 


We have been selected as the custodians of the public inter- 
ests of three quarters of a million people, and by our conduct 
and example affect, indirectly, the character of every munic- 
ipality in the Union. We are the chosen representatives of 








a comminnity- guished for advancement, and still ad- 
yanding“prégress in-the arts and sciences—in unexampled 
commercial prosperity—in public and private benevolence, 
probably beyond any other—and in all the elements of 
religion and education, which so much dignify the aspect 
and refine the standard of intellectual humanity. Let us, 
as the publie agents of such a people, composing the body 
politic of sucha city, endeavor to become equal to the duty, 
and in all things so conduct the government, as to fairly 
sustain the wishes and reflect the character of so noble a 
constituency. 


Tt devolves upon us to administer the government—which, 
so far as we are concerned, is comprehended in the exercise 
of two functions—the legislative and the executive. 


The Common Council have charge of the former, and 
the heads of the several departments, and their subordi- 
nates, of the latter. It is the province of the Common 
Council to enact the ordinances, and of the departments to 
put them into practical operation; and as the action of the 
legislative power is as nothing if not sustained and carried 
out by the executive, there can be no question that the 
character and efficiency of our city government ‘is much 
dependent upon it. Though I would not depreciate the 
grave responsibilities resting upon the Common Council, 
yet it cannot be denied, that to the people the most im- 
portant power is that which executes the laws. It is 
brought more directly under their cognizance ; its exercise 
being daily felt and seen by the moving thousands who 
cannot escape its influence; it is a practical fact in the 
eyery-day busy world, inseparably connected with the 
health, comfort, pride and general well-being of the citizen. 
Therefore, in a city like New York, the great element of 
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tule is the authority which enforces the law; and there 
can be no doubt that the origin and source of most of 
the “ present discontents” may be found in its neglect or 
improper exercise. 


Existing laws are not executed, or if executed, carried 
into effect negligently or improperly, and in many instances 
with sole reference to the interests of the agents. It too 
frequently occurs that the subordinate, following the exam- 
ple of his immediate superior in office, performs, or neglects 
his allotted duties, as best suits his own caprice or conve” 
nience. Responsibility, there is none! The head of each 
department is elected by the people—acknowledges no 
accountability except to the people—holds his office for the 
three years for which he was elected—assumes full control © 
and direction of that branch of the public interests which 
the charter places under his charge, and too often retires 
from his post with a full purse, though, having no character 
to start with, without loss of reputation. 


Hence, it is seen that the departments are too sovereign 
and independent. Too independent in the origin of their 
power, as well as in the exercise of its functions, and in 
their responsibilities and privileges. Being without check or 
hindrance in the expenditure of money, they are not re- 
stricted by thé limits of the appropriations. Without ac- 
countability to a higher power, they can construe and 
execute the laws to suit themselves, or do not execute them 
at all, as seems most conducive to their individual wishes. 
With no fear of removal or penalties before their eyes, they 
can avail themselves of the advantage of their positions to 
amass fortunes, not even giving the public, good administra- 
tion in return. 


Thus they constitute a truly independent and dangerous 
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power in the government ; partaking, in theory, more of 
the despotic than the republican. In my inaugural message, 
two years ago, I referred to these defects in the charter, 
stating that, in my judgment, the government of this city 
should be remodeled after the General Government at 
Washington—that there should he one governing head—a, 
concentration of the exeeutive power, not decentralization, 
as here—that the Mayor should be to the government of 
this city what the President is to the General Government, 
and that the heads of the several departments should con- 
stitute his cabinet ; perform their duties under his direc- 
tion, and be appointed by him with the assent of the Al- 
dermen, and be subjected to his removal, for cause. 


The two years’ experience which I have had since these 
views were expressed, have but confirmed me in the convic- 
tion that we shall have no relief until they are adopted. 
The practical acquaintance which I have since obtained 
with the working of the official machinery, has more than 
eyer satisfied me of the necessity of such a change. My 
own exertions and personal sacrifices for the public weal, 
have been thwarted and defeated principally from this cause. 
Notwithstanding unceasing labor, in which the whole of 
the twenty-four hours, not passed in sleep, have been assidu- 
ously devoted to duties appertaining to my office, to the 
exclusion of domestic comfort and neglect of private inter- 
ests, I have seen little or no return to satisfy the public or 
to requite my own feelings. When, two years ago, I point- 
ed out these objections to the present charter, and described 
the proper remedies, there was doubt in the minds of 
many honest and intelligent men, whether the absorption 
of so much authority in the hands of the Mayor, would 
not be productive of harm and liable to abuse. This doc- 
trine, when first enunciated by me, like all new proposi- 
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tions, was received with doubt and caution; but T am 
happy to say that this is not the fact now. he people of 
New York are generally in favor of it. Even those who 
would withhold all patronage from the present incumbent 
of the Mayoralty haye been forced, by overwhelming public 
sentiment, to yield their opposition. 


Tt is apparent that the general and pervading desire now 
is, to so alter the charter as to carry this theory into prac- 
tical operation ; therefore, to the exclusion of the many 
other topics requiring attention, I have brought this subject 
to your notice upon the threshold of your entrance into 
the service of the people, that immediate action may be 
taken to obtain the reform demanded, 


But how can this be accomplished? Unfortunately, 
only by the action of the state legislature. Tle sovereign 
power to do so, it is admitted, dwells there, and to that 
body only can we look for relief. Conceding the necessity 
of this change and the general acquiescence in the mode 
suggested, the question presented is in what form it shall be 
adopted—what modifications in detail are required—what 
alterations, if any, in the constitution of the Common Coun- 
cil—how shall the legislature become acquainted with the 
wishes of the people of this city, on this, to them, momentous 
subject—and how shall it be put upon its guard against 
the éfforts of designing men, who, under the pretext of pub- 
lie good, intend to take advantage of the general desire for 
alteration in the charter, to fasten upon us laws more odious 
and destructive than those already existing ? 

Upon due reflection, appreciating the gravity and impor- 
tance of the subject, I am convinced that the constituted 
authorities of New York, represented by the Mayor, Al- 
dermen and Commonalty are the proper organs to make 
the wishes of the people known to the legislature. 
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We have been just clothed with the mantle of official 
authority—and, it must be assumed, fully conversant with 
the desires of those we represent. 


I recommend, therefore, that the Common Council at once 
take action, that the details be decided upon, and that a 
form of charter, clothed with our official approbation, be 
submitted to the legislature at an early day, that that body 
may have hefore it, endorsed by this official sanction, such a 
project as we approve. . 

Tt appears to me that the leading features of the neces- 
sary changes are so generally understood and acquiesced in, 
that there can be little or no diversity of opinion among 
ourselves. If the subject should be referred to Special 
Committees of each Board, I shall be happy, if called upon, 
to aid in framing such a charter. The legislature cannot 
refuse assent, if we, the intmediate representatives of the 
people to ‘be affected by it, approve and sanction it—and 
the members of the legislature from this city co-operate 
with us, as I am confident they will, in asking its passage. 


An additional reason is presented for our early and 
united action, in the fear that others, less conversant with, 
or more indifferent to, the public wants, will influence the 
enactment of a charter more obnoxious than the present. 
That such effort will be made, there can be no doubt. De- 
signing men, who covet official station, are already at work 
in laying plans to perpetrate, through the legislature at 
Albany, yet greater wrongs upon this doomed city; and it 
will require all our energies, and most determined remon- 
strance, to frustrate their designs. 


As described to me, some of these schemes are fraught 
with incalculable evils, not the least offensive of which is 
the contemplated transfer of the government of this city to 
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the state power at Albany. Against such an unwarrant- 
able and unprovoked wrong, I now enter my earnest protest. 
Notwithstanding the pervading belief that the corruptions 
and imbecility of our present government arise, in the 
main, from the absence of sufficient power over the depart- 
ments, and the utter inability of the Mayor to enforce 
obedience to the laws, there-are those who design to de- 
prive the office of much that is left to it in the way of 
. wholesome prerogative. Instead of &nlarging his powers, 
in compliance with the popular demand, it is in contem- 
plation to take away pretty much all that is left. He is 
now the ostensible head of the police, over which, under 
present laws, he exercises some degree of command; but 
those who would use this right arm of the civie power 
for base and unworthy purposes, would subvert even this 
authority, and replace it by a commission of five persons, 
to be named at Albany, or to be elected by the people. 


The great, and indeed, the only defect in the. govern- 
ment of the police, is found in the distribution of the power 
to control it, among three several heads. If this depart- 
ment is not as efficient as it should he, it is because the 
Recorder and City Judge have each an equal voice with the 
Mayor in the appointments and removals—a fatal subdivi- 
sion of authority. 


Judicial officers are rarely qualified for executive duties; 
and the fact was never more clearly illustrated than in the 
conduct of one of the Police Board at the last election in 
this city. The regulations of the Mayor, for the preser- 
vation of the peace and the security of the citizen in the 
exercise of the right of suffrage, were materially interfered 
with by his unwarrantable conduct—assuming, unfortunately 
for the welfare of this city, by virtue of his office, this power 
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to do mischief. Partisanism is bad enough on the Bench, 
and should not be allowed to extend its evil influences 
among our noble police, who, by good regulations and 
severe drilling, have been placed under a semi-military 
discipline, highly advantageous to its efficiency and morale. 
Rather than distract such a body, by placing it under mere 
partisan heads, or even to continue it under the direction 
of a divided authority, however chosen, it had better be 
dissolved. Better fhat we resolve society into its original: 
elements, and protect our persons and property as best 
we can. 


Thus, looking upon the defects in our form of govern- 
ment, as the great head and front of all our difficulties, 
and appreciating the predominant importance of provid- 
ing a speedy pemety, I have brought this question now 
before you. 


If the people expect relief from the ten thousand evils 
which oppress them in this city, let them join us in asking 
from the state legislature the necessary changes in the 
organic law under which we act, and must be controlled. 
The city charter is to the body politic what the heart is to 
the human frame. It is the source and origin of life; and 
if defective in its organization or diseased from maladmin- 
istration, every function is impaired, and health, comfort 
and well-being is excluded foreyer. 


It is only to a proper change in that direction, that they 
can look for reform. For my own part, without it, 1 de 
spair of this magnificent metropolis. With all its power 
and wealth, and the mighty progress of its commerce, I 
ean see nothing but decay and ruin, if its municipal heart 
shall continue its destructive work. 
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Tf the legislature, in whose hands is placed the power, 
refuse or neglect to respond to the universal demand, let 
the responsibility lie there. I have performed my duty, 
and will continue at my post, still struggling on against 
the embarrassments and restrictions which now render my 
exertions to reform so futile. But if, instead of the relief 
demanded, the legislature shall inflict further injuries upon 
us, by the enactment of Jaws more odious than those under 
which we now govern, and carry out the nefarious schemes 
of the corrupt interest which seek to contro] and absorb 
the revenues of the city, and to strip the Chief Magistrate 
of even the limited power he now possesses, I shall not re- 
main in this office a single day. I can take no part in the 
administration of this government, and by remaining here, 
appear to be to the least extent responsible, if, in addition 
to the present want of authority, is.added the schemes of 
decentralization, intended for plunder and partisan power, 
now on the political anvils at Albany and New York. If 
the ship must go down, let those who drive her on the 
rocks take the helm and command—I will not. 


You will perceive that T have devoted this communi- 
eation to general remarks touching the great questions 
of the form of the organic law. Recommendations, as to 
details, haye been purposely” omitted. Many topics of in- 
terest, requiring the action of the Common Council, have 
been left for another message. I hope, in that communica- 
tion, to make some important suggestions of a practical 
character. 


It must not be supposed, however, that the defects I have 
herein pointed out, in the organization and management of 
the executive branch, excludes the inference that there is 
not room for much improvement in the legislative depart- 
ment. 
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The neglect shown by previous Common Councils, in con- 
sidering and adopting the many recommendations made for 
the improvement and better administration of the city goy- 
ernment, show that the sin of omission as well as of com- 
mission, may be properly charged to your predecessors. 


Let me, ask, therefore, that the present bodies do not fall 
into the same error, but that a respectful consideration 
may be given to such recommendations as may be made to 





By the time the Boards have become organized, and the 
several Standing Committees have been appointed, and are 
prepared to proceed with their duties, I shall have the 
honor to submit several important subjects for their in- 
vestigation and approval. 


Hoping that we may so conduct the affairs of this vast me- 
tropolis as to meet the approbation of its people, and still 
further advance its mighty progress, I shall rely upon your 
co-operation, in an honest, faithful and intelligent perform- 
ance of the duties which devolve upon us. 


FERNANDO WOOD, 
Mayor. 
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‘The annual report of the Croton Aqueduct Department 
was received, laid on the table, -and ordered to be 
printed. 

D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 


Croton Aquepuct DEPARTMENT, 
December 31, 1856. 


To the Hon. the Common Council 
of the city of New York: 


The President of the Croton Aqueduct Department has 
the satisfaction to submit to your Honorable Body, ace 
cording to law, the annual report of thefdepartment. It 
furnishes a short relation of the most important works 
which have been constructed during the year, and the 
principles and reasons on which some of its most inter- 
esting affairs have been conducted; also a statement of 
the water rents, and an exhibit of the accounts of the 
departmentisince its reorganization in 1849, concluded! by 
thestatisties of the department. 
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The appendix consists of the petition and argument on 
which the claim of the city against the state is founded, 
for six years’ supply of Croton water furnished to the 
prison at Sing Sing; also a second petition, with the draft 
of a law intended to procure payment of the account 
against the prison, and to settle the-terms on which a 
future supply is proposed to be granted, and for the pur- 
pose of being enabled to procure the punctual annual 
payment of the water rent which may become duc from 
and after the first of May, 1857. These papers explain 
the whole subject in-the most ample manner, and are now 
laid before your Honorable Body that.in the event no 
reasonable arrangement with the state should be practi- 
cable, the Corporation may possess the information neces- 
sary to enable them to judge with certainty of the proper 
course to be pursued in the premises, and to give corres- 
ponding instructions to the department. 





The engineer of the department entered into the aque- 
duct on the 23d October, and, accompanied by his assist- 
ant and the superintendent of cach division, respectively 
completed his inspection in two and a half days. He re- 
ports the structure to be in perfect order, and solid 
throughout its whole length. In 1842-3. and for several 
years after the system of inspection was commenced, each 
inspection, together with the necessary repairs and flush- 
ings, made twice a year, consumed so much time as to 
suspend the flow of water through the aqueduct more 
than twice or three times the number of days that it is 
withheld from the city at the present period. ‘The sus- 
pension of the running supply commenced at about ten, 
and ran down progressively to eight and six days, as suc- 
cessive years rolled on. The ‘law of 1849 requires two 
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inspections a year; but before the President came again 
into the office, it had been determined that one inspection 
a year was sufficient. 


No disaster has visited the Croton Aqueduct works 
during the last year, nor has even a leak or injury of any 
importance been discovered. The dam, the aqueduct and 
the High Bridge are placed under the special care and daily 
supervision of officers residing at intervals on the line of 
the works, who have become familiar with their duties in 
watching and protecting the works, and in conducting 
the necessary repairs and improvements, under the orders 
of the engineer of the department. 


The fencing of the grounds belonging to the city has 
been continued on both sides of the aqueduct, and four 
and twenty-two one hundredths miles haye been built dur- 
ing the past season. The whole extent of the fencing 
done at different places between the dam and the High 
Bridge, is thirty-five and seventy-two one hundreJths 
miles, ‘ 


A permanent stone cottage is being erected near tho 
dam, for the residence of the superintendent of the first 
division, and to accommodate the inspecting Committees 
of the Common Council and other members of the city 
government, who may deem it their duty to visit the 
works. 


The two thirty-six inch mains in the Fifth avenue, be- 
tween Vorty-ninth and Fifty-fourth streets, have been let 
down through the solid rock a distance of thirteen hun- 
dred feet in length and eleven feet in its greatest depth, 
to conform to the new grade in that part of the city. 
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This was a work of uncommon magnitude and importance. 
The engineer observes that its successful accomplishment 
has attracted the attention of professional men in the 
most distant parts of the Union. To the Board it cer- 
tainly has proved a source of very natural gratification. 


In a report of this kind, it is deemed unnccessary to, 
set forth the details of the work, but the general plan may 
be briefly stated as follows:—the pipe being well protect: 
ed, by heavy and strong timber, from the shocks of the 
blasting which was necessary, the solid rock on the east- 
erly side of the avenué was taken out to the level of the 
original bed of the pipes, and to the required width. 
Hach line was then, by screw and wedge, gradually moved 
over to the vacant space, and adjusted upon the temporary 
bed-pieces prepared to receive it. The rock was then’ 
blasted out from! below tlie space which the pipe had oceus 
pied, forniing a trench from eight to nine feet wide. In 
this trench, frames of timber work were placed, at proper 
distances apart, strongly and accurately braced, adjusted) 
and brought up to the level of the former bed of the pipes’ 
Upon these frames the mains were then placed, by a pro- 
cess similar to the one adopted for their first removal, 
and then both lines in connection were gradually lowered 
by means of wedges and jack-screws, to the depth re- 
quired. The work was performed under the direction of 
the Chief Engineer of the department, and under thé 
immediate superintendence of J. P. Kirkwood, Bsq., un- 
til he was'called to take’ charge of the Brooklyn Water 
Works, and afterward, under that of George S. Greene, 
Esq. The character of the material to be removed, solid 
rock, and the protection’ of the pipe from accident daring 
the Blasting, and from strain or break in its numerous! 
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joints, enforced the observance of more thanusnal prudence 
and deliberation. 


When it is considered that the average weight of each 
line of pipe thus removed, while full of water, was 
1,227,978 pounds, and that these immense bodies were first 
moved horizontally a maximum distance of ten feet, then’ 
moved back again, and finally lowered to, a maximum} 
depth of 11 fect, without drawing the water from the pipes,, 
or interrupting the daily supply to six hundred thousand 
inhabitants, the care and skill necessary in every detail 
of the undertaking, must be apparent to every one whose 
ion or habits of business enable him to appreciate 
the difficulties encountered or the dangers guarded against. 





A similar lowering of the main pipe in the same aye- 
nue, between Sixty-sixth and Seventy-third streets, and 
between Seventy-fifth and Wightieth streets, is necessary. 
These jobs will form part of the present year’s work. 


The engincer reports that the preliminary surveys and 
arrangements having been completed, he has all the. pre- 
parations advanced which are to be submitted to the 
Board, to cnable its members to conclude upon and order 
ulterior proceedings, and the most suitable time to adver- 
tise for contracts and commence the construction of the 
New City Reservoir. As we had the honor to inform your 
predecessors in office, in October, the time for advertising 
for contracts will depend in some degree upon the more 
or less speedy passage of the law, which will enable tho 
Comptroller to raise the moncy necessary to pay the re- 
quisitions of the President, to be drawn onthe contracts 
which may be entered into,and the first.of April may bo 
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the time fixed upon for commencing the work, if no inter- 
ruption of our proceedings intervenes from that cause. 


The daily transactions and business of the department 
in the city, have been well conducted. The reports of the 
Water Puryeyor exhibit the following total quantities of 
the work which has been performed during the last year. 
They include all the principal subjects of attention which 


are committed to his active management or supervision, 
and are— 


42 miles of pipe laid. See schedale 13. 
98 “  sowersconstructed. “ 14. 
1,100 feet of old sewers repaired. 


The namber of loads of dirt removed from the culverts 
and basins, from the first of January, 1856, to the twenty- 
fourth day of December, 1856, was 9,861; the amount at 
the last working day of themonth, will probably be about 
10,000. 


No sewer constructed by this department has shown any 
defect. Those which have cayed in or fallen to pieces in 
several places, are old sewers, and were put together in a 
most imperfect manner, and without attention to their du- 
rability. Their inadequacy of construction was pereeived 
before the law of 1849 was passed, which connected the 
sewerage of the city with this department. That law has 
fully answered its purpose, and will continue to saye the 
city from immens@ losses, so long as it shall be executed 
with intelligence and vigor. 


The expectation, however, which was indulged when 
the law of 1849 was drawn, that by connecting the sew- 
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erage of the city with the laying of water pipes in the 
same department, all interference between them would be 
prevented, has not been realized, as to that purpose, in its 
fullest extent, because we are obliged to put into effective 
operation the ordinances of the Common Council for the 
building of sewers, as fast as they come into our hands. 
A decision of one of our courts establishes the right of the 
party first taking possession of the ground, to its unob- 
structed occupancy until the work is completed. As the 
act of 1849 was first drawn, before it was amended in the 
Common Council and the legislature, the department was 
authorized to lay the pipes and build the sewers. Under 
that provision no interference would have happened be- 
tween the two services. But the section was stricken out, 
leaving the sewers to be ordered by the Common Council, 
and the arrangement for laying the pipes to be conducted 
by the Hoard. The two powers necessarily clash, and 
hence the interference between the two kinds of service. 





Ordinances have been received from your Honorable 
Body, for the construction of a number of sewers, too late 
in the season to commence the work, (see schedule 14.) 
They will be advertised and put under contract, at the 
usual period in the spring. We have on hand applica- 
tions for more than four miles of pipe, to be laid in the 
upper part of the city. These papers are written in ur- 
gent terms in some cases, and in others their objects have 
been verbally and eagerly solicited by the applicants. 
The department will employ all its ordinary force, and 
whatever may, in addition thereto, be requisite, to comply 
with all these solicitations, in the avenues and streets in 
which a supply pipe may be laid, and in which there shall 
be buildings erected which will pay, according to the ordi- 
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nance of the Common Council, a rent of tem per cent. on 
the cost of the pipes and laying. To enable the depart- 
ment to accomplish the work proposed, and to be ready 
for new applications, in time to answer the just expec- 
tations of all applicants before the termination of the 
working season, there is now stored in the pipe yard six 
anda half miles of pipe, together with a sufficient quan- 
tity of hydrants and stop-cocks, which are proved and 
paid for, and are estimated to be worth $18,030. 


A preparation so decided and unusual for the early 
commencement and proseeution of this branch of our 
duties, has enabled the Board to reduce its application for 
the appropriation, under this head of expenditure for the 
present year. 





The whole property in the pipe yard is estimated to be 
worth $68,199 48. Several duplicates, and generally 
a considerable number are kept on hand of every de- 
scription and size of pipe, stop-cocks, hydrants, bends, 
elbows, &e., some of which are constantly required for 
use, and others are reserved for immediate substitution, 
in place of any similar instruments which may become 
rusted, worn or damaged. ‘he proof, at the pipe yard, 
of three hundred pounds to the square inch, being perfect, 
none have as yet been found unreliable or out of order, 
excepting stop-cocks and hydrants, which are frequently 
damaged, because they are exposed above, or conneeted 
with the surface of the ground in the streets in which 
they are placed. Motives of prudence will continue to 
dictate to the officers of this department the policy which 
has been observed since its creation, in 1842, of being pre- 
pared for any unforeseen disaster to articles which are 
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not readily to be procured, if suddenly they should \be 
wanted. 


The daily indications of the height of water in the two 
reservoirs, are reported to this office, and a record thereof 
is preserved. Those which relate to the Distributing 
Reservoir have been averaged by the Assistant Commis- 
sioner, for the past cight years, and exhibit a constant 
tendency to a decrease of the volume of its water, except 
‘in the year immediately succeeding that in which a new 
‘addition has been made'to its supply. Theaverage depth 
of water in that reservoir was, during the year 


1849 ...25 feet. 














1850... * ‘7 inehes. 
1851... ig Os alias 
1852 1g 25 ane iC oaeis 
1858 Sa Baie 
1854 roeeQt “ 4 
1855. oie hi bea 
1856. 4 “11M 


iThe cireumstances which caused the real increase and 
‘apparent diminution of the supply are—that in 1849, 
a line of thirty inch mains was laid in the Third avenue, 
from the Receiving Reservoir which supplied the eastern 
side of the city, and the water immediately rose in 1850, 
in'the Distributing Reservoir, five fectseven inches. After 
that year it began to fall, in consequence of the inereasing 
draught upon that reservoir, until in 1855 it averaged a 
depression equal to six fect eight inches less than it stood 
in 1850. In 1855, a similar line waslaid in the Eighth 
avenue, supplying the western side of the city from the 
Receiving Reservoir. In 1856, the water in the Dis- 
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tributing Reservoir attained an average height of only 
one foot above its elevation the previous year. The 
connection of the Highth avenue line with the Distributing 
Reservoir, through Forty-second street, will be completed 
by the introduction of an influent pipe at a period when 
it shall be safé to draw the water off from one of its divi- 
sions. The influent pipe will occasion no more than a 
moderate and temporary rise of water. 





A consideration of the averages and facts which are 
presented, will lead to the conclusion that without a large 
and permanent addition to the supply, the Distributing 
Reservoir will, in a few years, be drawn down so low 
as to be rendered ineffectual toa large extent. A further 
supply for that purpose, and more especially to meet the 
general demand, and the extraordinary waste can only be 
expected from the new reservoir. After the completion 
of that very important work, some arrangement may be 
practicable, by which the water may be preserved in the 
Distributing Reservoir, at a height between thirty and 
and thirty-three feet. All then will have been accom- 
plished of which the works are capable, for supplying, 
from that source, the upper stories, and upper grounds 
in the populous parts of the city. 

It is intended in two or three years, to lay a line of 
thirty inch pipes in the Ninth avenue, commencing at 
Forty-second street, to be supplied from the thirty inch 
line in the Eighth ayenue. 

Applications have been made, at various times during 
the last four years, to the Common Council, for 
the purpose of procuring liberty to erect hydraulic 
machinery on Murray hill, to raise the water from 
the Croton pipes to an elevation from which it could 
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be distributed into the upper stories of the buildings on 
that high ground. A compensation was expected by the 
party proposing to furnish the water, to be derived from 
those inhabitants who should take their supply from his 
proposed reservoir. 


The objections to the plan are invincible—because it 
is neither becoming nor safe for the Common Council to 
divide the care and responsibility of the water system be- 
tween the Board and individuals or companies. “A con- 
tract, binding the Corporation to terms, in this instance, 
would most probably lead to the formation of other con- 
tracts, applicable to other high grounds on the island, 
which would still further perplex the department, and 
divide a responsibility, which, to be effectual, must be one 
and undivided. ‘Two systems of collecting rents for the 
same water could hardly stand the test of applications for 
relief. It is probable that the Corporation would, in 
some way, be obliged to relinquish their charges or water 
rents, whenever this new system should be brought into 
extensive operation. ‘These ghjections are considered 
sufficient to dispose of that or any other plan which pro- 
poses to allow of any interference with the distribution 
of the Croton water, in a way not subject to the unre- 
stricted control of the Board o! 
and under the immediate 
Should the new ¥ 

















its exclusive responsibility 
authority of the Common Council. 
rvoir not furnish a quantity of water 
adequate to all necessities of this description, then it may 
become not a duty but a question of propriety merely, 
whether the Board (by instructions from the Common 
Council.) shall erect forcing pumps in any or various parts 
of the city, to accommodate the inhabitants who reside on 
its most elevated and healthy grounds. 
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The labor of carrying water by hand, from the first to 
the upper stories of houses, cannot be insuperable. By 
that mode of supply to elevated buildings and upper 
stories, the expense and repairs of service pipes and faucets 
would be avoided; there would be no pipe to burst in 
winter and injure the honse and furniture, and there would 
be none of that excessive consumption and enormous 
waste which itis now impossible to ascertain or prevent. 
Itis probable, and this point has been considered with 
great deliberation, that the unnecessary consumption and 
waste in families, hotels, and boarding-houses, would notbe 
one tenth of that which is now committed in those build- 
ings, if the policy had been settled at the commencement 
of the system that service pipes should not be allowed in 
such premises aboye the first story; and it is believed 
that a new reservoir would not have been considered in- 
dispensable, at so carly a period in the history of the 
water-works, for the protection of human life, and the sup- 
port of all the great interests of the city. ‘The informa- 
tion may at this day be viewed as a speculation merely, 
but it exhibits the most general and comprehensive cause 
of a deficient supply of water for upper stories. The 
only remedy which can be applied to diminish the wasteful 
consumption, is the water-meter. These measurers and 
estimators of the supply actually taken, are now affixed 
to about fifty large establishments, and the system may, in 
time, be extended to’dwelling houses. 


Information was communicated to this office in Septem- 
ber last, by the Water Purveyor, that several lines of gas 
pipes had been laid by the Harlem Gas Company in 
trenches prepared by this department, and above the 
water pipes. The work must have been easily and rapid- 
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ly accomplished in trenches, from which the loose earth 
only had to be dug, the rock having been previously blasted 
and removed by this department.. If adiscovery had been 
made before the gas pipes were all laid, the progress of 
the company might perhaps have been arrested by an in- 
junction. But as the Water Purveyor had been fully and 
actively engaged in other parts of the city, he had no 
occasion to visit places so distant from his daily occupa- 
tion as Highty-sixth and Ninety-sixth streets, on the Third 
avenue, not the least apprehension existing that any com- 
pany, deriving their privileges from the Corporation, 
would commit a trespass on the rights of the city. An 
examination having been immediately ordered, the follow- 
ing letter, descriptive of the case, and containing the views 
of the Croton Aqueduct Board, was transmitted to the 
company. No answer has been returned, and the gas 
pipes remain to serve as a bad example, and to be a 
hindrance and cause of additional expense hereafter, when 
the taps are to be inserted in the water pipes. 


Croton Aquepuct Department, RorunpA, Park, 
New York, September 12th, 1856. 
To. Burr Wakeman, Esq., 
President Harlem Gas Company. 


Sir:—The Water Purveyor reports, “ that he has made 
an examination of the Croton water mains laid in a trench 
excavated, by this department, through rock in the Third 
avenue, from Highty-sixth to Ninety-sixth street, with re- 
ference to the proximity of the gas pipes to said mains, 
which gas pipes have been laid by your company in said 
trench, above the water pipes. 

2 
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“That the ground was openéd in four places, at dis- 
tances of about three hundred feet apart, and in cach case 
the gas pipes were in such a position as to prevent the 
tapping of tho niain water pipes without the previous re- 
moval of the gas pipes; the distance, between the two 
lines of pipes, being only from five to eleven inches. 


“That in the cross streets, although the gas pipes have 
been laid in the same trenches as the water pipes, their 
size is so reduced as not to interfere with tapping the 
water pipes.” 

On this representation, the Croton Water Board re- 
mark, that under a law of the state, and an ordinance of 
the Common Council, they are charged with the care of 
the water works, and are not invested with any power to 
permit the water trenches to be made use of for conduct- 
ing any lines of pipes not belonging to the city and the 
Croton water works. 

This is the first attempt of any company, by lines of 
pipes for gas, to infringe upon the exclusive right of the 
Corporation to occupy the trenches prepared at the ex- 
pense of the city for the water works. 

Tf such a misuse of the trenches were once allowed -to 
be practiced, there would be no end to its abuse. 

We believe it indispensably necessary not io allow of 
any gas pipes being laid in the trenches occupied by the 
water pipes; we, therefore, require you to remove your 
gas pipes into trenches of your own construction, and to 
restore the ground over the wattr pipes to the condition 
in which it was when you entered upon it. 

Respectfully, 


M. VAN SCHAIOK, President. 
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No power is given to this department to remedy an in- 
fringement of the rights of the Corporation so novel and 
unexpected, and uo appropriation exists to cover the ex- 

pense which must be incurred in removing the gas pipes; 
nor would the Board consider it their duty to ask for 
such an appropriation. ‘The matter is, therefore, laid be- 
fore your Honorable Body, by whose authority permis- 
sion is given to open the streets, and whose ability to re- 
dress the error is undoubted. 


Having been informed by the Water Purveyor, that the 
President of the company had said that the offence had 
not been committed by the company, but by their contrac- 
tor, and that the gas pipes should be removed, it. was sup- 
posed, for some time, that a representation of the case 
would be rendered unnecessary. 


It has been the design of the President, in relating the 
most important of the occurrences which transpire in 
this department, to furnish in detail, and for future refex- 
ence, the leading principles and reasons on which some of 
the most interesting of its affairs have been conducted, 


Preparatory to the commencement of this purpose, the 
general arrangement of the powers and duties of the offi- 
cers and principal clerks employed in the transaction of 
its affairs, was described in the last annual report. 


Should this design be carried out for a number of years 
in succession, with due attention, a body of information 
will be recorded, in relation to the security of the works, 
the preservation of the water and the proper manage- 
ment of the department, of lasting utility to successive 
officers, and advantage to the public. 
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A book has been ordered to be kept in the office of the 
engineer, which will contain a record of the original 
rights of way across the aqueduet, to which the parties, 
owning the farm lands on both sides of it, were entitled at 
the time of its construction. The names of the proprietors, 
and the location of their respective rights, with a pro- 
file of the ground are to be inserted; also, the rights of 
way which have been granted by the Croton Aqueduct , 
Board, to parties owning the farm lands on both sides of the 
aqueduct, restricted by such rules as may prevent so great 
an increase of their number as too much to endanger the 
safe keeping of the works, or to incommode the depart- 
ment in their preservation and repair. 


A book has been provided which is kept by the Water 
Purveyor, and in which has been recorded all the public 
buildings in the city, and on the islands which are sup- 
plied with Croton water, and the quantities furnished to 
those institutions, as far as the same can be ascertained. 
Some description of these investigations will be found in 
the reports of the Water Puryeyor, and it is intended to 
furnish a corrected statement in the next annual report. 


A novel and an exceedingly interesting incident oceur- 
red on the 28th day of July last. 


The Board wa’ served with a resolution passed by the 
Commissioners of Health, requesting “the Croton Aque- 
duct Board to allow the Commissioner of Streets and 
Lamps the free use of the Croton water, so that he may, 
in accordance with the suggestions of the Commissioners 
of Health, cause the gutters in the streets of the city to be 
thoroughly cleansed every night.” The request having 
been considered in all its aspects and bearings by the 
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President, the Assistant Commissioner, and the Water 
Purveyor, it was determined that the department would 
not be justifiable in acceding to it, in any form or degree. 
The most convincing and decided reasons were furnished 
against compliance with the request, and the apprehen- 
sion or certainty that its execution would not leave suf- 
ficient water for families, was paramount to all other con- 
siderations. 


On his return from the dam, with the latest intelligence 
respecting the decrease of water in the lake, the engi- 
neer produced the following answer to the request of the 
Commissioners of Health, which, corresponding with the 
judgment and opinion of the officers named, was adopted 

" by the Board, and transmitted 10 the Commissioners of 
Health. 


After acknowledging the receipt of the resolutions, the 
answer proceeds: 


“The Croton Aqueduct Board beg leave to say, that 
they have considered the resolution with the deepest atten- 
tion, and with the greatest anxiety to meet any effort for 
the preservation of the public health. After the fullest 
deliberation, however, the Croton Aqueduct Board cannot 
feel justified in acceding to your request. 


“Tn the first place, even assuming that there was an 
abundance of water for this purpose, this Board does not 
think that it should be so used. here is an annual ap- 
propriation made to enable the department, having the 
matter incharge, to keep the streets and gutters perfectly 
clean, 
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“Tf all the materials in the gutters were removed, 
there would be nothing to wash from them. If this ma- 
terial be not removed, and is washed into the basins and 
sewers, it is only carried out of sight for the time- it is 
not effectually taken away. 


The sewers are not intended, nor are they constructed 
for the purpose of carrying off the surface filth or deposit 
—else there would be no necessity for a department for 
keeping the streets clean.. The cleansing the streets and 
washing their surface deposit into the sewers would be 
the most expensive method which could be adopted. To 
throw the materials gathered in heaps on the surface into 
carts, is a comparatively cheap process. Let us assume, 
for the argument, that it costs as high as ten cents per 
yard for thus loading the carts. Now, if this material, 
instead of being immediately taken from the streets, be 
washed into the basins and sewers, it will, after all, be 
necessary to remove it from them. It needs little argu- 
ment to prove that to send men into sewers only four feet 
high, with shovels and barrows, to collect the deposit; to 
wheel that deposit to the nearest man-hole; to place it in 
buckets, and then to draw it up to the surface, would cost 
some twenty times as muchas the mere throwing it into 
carts from the pavements. 











But, granting that the chief portion of the materials is 
lodged in the basins, and that the expense of removing it 
therefrom is less than from the sewer, still the cost, even 
from the basins, is ten times that of loading from the 
surface. a 








But the expense does not end here. An especial or- 
dinance, and the rules of the City Inspector, forbid the 
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placing of any material from the sewers or basins upon the 
streets, and requires that it be put directly into water- 
tight carts, and taken away to places mnch more distant 
than the ordinary dumping ground for street manure. 
The great distance to be carried, and the unavoidable 
waste of-time when the laborers are occasionally waiting 
for a cart, makes the cost of every cubie yard, thus 
removed, amount to upward of two dollars, and in many 
cases to double that sum. 


This is the estimate for the materials from the basins 
alone. Could any more effectual plan of adding to the 
expense of cleaning the streets be devised ? 


This additional expense would, by the plan proposed, be 
thrown upon thisdepartment.. This Board cannot consent 
to do work which another department is paid to perform, 
and which can be done by that department at less than 
one fifteenth the cost. 


They object to it, on the seore of propriety, and they 
object to it also because of the want of means to do the 
labor. 


Our annual appropriations are based on the experience 
ready been fixed for the cur- 
rent year; should this additional work be thrown upon us, 
we have no funds to meet the expense. 





of former years, and hav 


It is deemed not out of place to say here, that since its 
reorganization in 1849, this department has never yet 
overrun the amount appropriated by the Common Coun- 
ceil for its yearly expenses, but on the contrary, it has 
every year returned into the city treasury an unexpended 
balance under every head of expenditure. Is it proper 


Doc. No. 2.) 24 


that the department should this year be obliged to over- 
run its appropriation and ask for more money, in order 
to do work in no manner within the sphere of its duties ? 


These are the arguments which cou'd be used even were 
there an abundance of water, but the contrary is the case; 
and this brings us to what, we consider, an unanswerable 
reason for declining to accede to the request contained in 
your resolution. 


We have not the water to spare. For the last twelve 
days there has not a drop of water passed over the Cro- 
ton Dam. Innine days the water in Croton Lake has fallen 
eleven inches, or 1 2-9 inches perday. From this it is de- 
monstrable that, making the most liberal deduction for 
the quantity lost by evaporation, we are now bringing to 
the city, daily, upward of nine million imperial gallons 
more than the Croton river supplies. The overplus of 
draught beyond the supply, will increase in a greater 
ratio every day that the present dry season continues. 


Already we have complaints from every part of the 
city, that the water does not rise in different localities 
sufficiently high to supply consumers who have paid for its 
use for the current year; and already the energies of this 
department are taxed to the utmost, to keep up a sufficient 
head in the reservoir, to preserve the city from fire, and to 
answer the legitimate demands of the inhabitants. It is 
indisputable, that we have not a gallon of water for any 
other purpose than its present uses. 





The Board, by exacting the legal fines for waste and 
abuses, are doing all within their power, to keep up the 
necessary head. Citizens are fined every day at this 
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office. Such efforts and such penalties on the part of the 
Board, would be rendered useless the moment the hydrants 
were open to cleanse the gutters, no matter how carefully 
they should be used. 


Exercise what control they might, there would be an 
extraordinary waste. The rapidity with which the water 
would fall in our reservoir, even were the hydrants used 
to one tenth the extent io be provided for by your resolu- 
tion, would set at naught every exertion of this Board to 
keep up the head absolutely necessary, and the consequence 
to the citizens generally, and the disastrous results, in case 
of large fires, could not be calculated. 


Under these circumstances, the Board cannot feel justi- 
fied in acceding to your request. There is no water to 
spare; and in view of this fact and of the purposes for 
which you ask it, the Board does not feel it out of place to 
say, that if the police, whose duty it is, would prevent 
citizens from throwing garbage in the streets, and the 
proper department would remove the other deposits which 
must daily accumulate on the surface, there would be no 
necessity for the use of water to keep the streets and gut- 
ters clean. 


The Croton Aqueduct Board could enlarge upon the 
reasons and arguments which, in their opinion, imperative- 
ly force them to the judgment they have now formed, but 
they trust that what is here set forth is sufficient to con- 
vince your Honorable Board of the justice and necessity 
of the position they have assumed.” 

Croron Aquepucr DrparrMen?, 

July 31, 1856. 
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The Assistant Commissioner has prepared the follow- 
ing statement, which has been drawn from the books of 
the'department. These books have been kept with remark- 
able beauty and accuracy. The office of Assistant Com- 
issioner was created for the purpose of establishing an 
assistant to the President, and a permanent guard over 
the internal conduct of affairs. His long experience in 
the management and details of the offices and bureanx, 
his perfect rectitude of purpose, and his close attention to 
his duties, entitle him to the special confidence and regard 
of every citizen who desires the welfare of the city, 

© The general accounts of the department are classified 
under the heads of— 

1. Aqueduct Construction. 

2. Water-works Extension. 

3. Repairs and Improvements. 

4, Water Pipes and Laying. 

5. Repairing and Cleaning Sewers. 

6. Statistical Tables. 

7. Salaries. 

The sixth in the above list, being of minoraccount, and 
the appropriations drawn by a single requisition, and dis- 
bursed by the department as occasion for expenditure 
may, from time to time, arise; and the seventh not based 
on a specific but general appropriation in the accounts 
of the Comptroller, I shall confine my remarks to the 
first five, on which expenditure is made every day, and 
requisitions drawn every fortnight. 

The first two are paid from the proceeds of water 
stock, and the other three enter into, and have their bear- 
ing on, the annual tax levy. 

The total appropriation asked for, aud made, under 
these heads, for the past eight years—1849 to 1857— 
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amounts to two millions two hundred and forty-one 
thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars and forty- 
four cents, and the expenditures, for the same period, to 
one million eight hundred and seventy-five thousand three 
hundred and sixty-three dollars and ninety-nine cents, 
leaving undrawn, and lapsing into the city treasury, 
three hundred and sixty-six thousand two hundred and 
sixty-one dollars and forty-five cents, (for the amounts 
under each head, see schedule 19;) and in no case have 
the appropriations ever been overdrawn, or an extra 
amount been asked for, except in that of the unforeseen 
and unavoidable casualty at the dam, by the storm of 
April 80th, 1854. In making up the requirements for the 
year’s service, a close calculation is entered into by the 
department, based on the work intended to be accom- 
plished, the labor and material required, at their current 
yalue, with an addition of ten per cent. for contingencies; 
and generally, the amount estimated is at less than the 
estimator would undertake to perform the work by con- 
tract, as no calculation is made for profits. Now, as the 
department has performed all, and even more work than 
it premised or promised at the time of making these sev- 
eral applications, and there remains more than one third 
ofa million of the amount unexpended, it is but fair to 
consider this amount as the profits of an economical ad- 
ministration; but as the officers of the department never 
drew the amount from the treasury, this balance must 
have inured to some party—and to whom? certainly not 
to the department, for they never received it, but to the 
tax payers, many of whom assert that the city govern- 
ment is so corrupt that no integrity can be found in any 
part of it. 
I shall now exhibit some facts in connection with the 
collecting bureau, and which I premise by stating that 
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the Board, by the authority conferred on them by the law 
of 1849, possess the power to employ clerks ad libitum. In 
1851, the salaries paid to the Register, Deputy and six 
clerks, amounted to six thousand one hundred dollars, 
and the amount of revenue collected was four hundred 
and fifty-eight thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine 
dollars and seventy-eight cents; and in 1856, the amount 
collected was six hundred and sixty-two thonsand nine 
hundred and forty-five dollars and fifty-seven cents, with 
the same official force, and the salary listincreased to eight 
thousand two hundred dollars; the policy of the Board 
being in favor of an increase of compensation to a faithful 
employee, rather than a numerical increase in the force 
employed. It will be observed by your Honorable Body 
that the cost of collection, in 1851, was about one and one 
third per cent., and in 1856, less than one and a quarter; 
and while itis remembered that the amounts received vary 
from two dollars to a thousand, and that by far the largest 
partis in bills for rents of less than twelve dollars, I ask, 
with confidence, where is the establishment, public or pri- 
yate, that can do better? I have one more view to present 
in relation to this matter, and that is, that the penalties of 
five and ten per cent., collected from defaulting water 
payers, more than covers the whole expense of the collec- 
tion, stationery and statistics included, as will be seen 
from the annexed table: 











$261 50 





$9,217 97 
910 07 24 83 
BST TL | 1145 25 11,809 17 
921 31 715 00 L | 10,949 51 
769 13 437 75 | 5,006 8S | 11,992 87 


7/533 3 005 09 | 2,814 3) | 11,152 75 694 33 
8,200 00 1,173 93 1,100 00 10,474 45. 12,357 61 


$16,311 73 |_ $5,931 79.1 $9,065 74 | $51,939 31.| $76,146 29 
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T shall dismiss the subject with the remark, that under 
the system of checks and counter-checks »dopted by the 
department, fraud is impossible, and the entire manage- 
ment is characterized by a diligence and economy which 
could not be exceeded were the Croton water works the 
private property of the officers, instead of the city, of 
which they are the agents or trustees.* 

Tam informed that no inspection is made of the books, 
accounts and vouchers of any other department. This 
department has been inspected every year by a Commit- 
tee of the Common Council, by order of a section in the 
law of 1849. he provision was inserted in that act by 
the president, under the influence of a conviction, obtained 
from long experience in business, that a prudent vigilance 
required that all transactions relating to the receipt and 
expenditure of money by agents, should be frequently and 
closely scrutinized and reviewed, and that in the adminis- 
tration of public affairs, such examinations should be insti- 
tuted by law. These examinations have been regularly 
made since that period, and have in no iftstance resulted 
in finding any discrepancy, error or injustice in any part 
of the system of business pursued in this department, or 
in any of its details. Iinsert the last report of the com- 
mittee :” 


To the Honorable the Common Council 
of the city of New York. 

“The undersigned, Chairmen of the Committee on Croton Aqueduct, 
respectfully rnront: That in pursuance of the directions of the sixth 
section of the act of the legislature of the 11th April, 1849, entitled an 
‘act to create the Croton Aqneduct Department in the city of New York, 
they have visited the works, and have examined all the books, accounts 
and youchers of the department, and carefully verified all the entries by 
satisfactory and legal vouchers, for the year commencing on the Ist day 
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of November, 1855, and ending on the 31st day of October, 1856. Dur- 
ing the investigation, they have received every facility and aid from the 
officers of the department. 

“The undersigned have no doubt of their correctness, and from the 
thorough examination they have made, by the urgent iuvitation of its 
officers, are well satisfied that the affairs of the Croton Aqueduct Depart 
ment are managed for the best interests of the city, and the strictest 
economy, and is entitled’ to the high regard in which it has been held by 
the municipal authorities and the public at lange. 

“NATHAN C. ELY, 

“Chairman Committee Board of Aldermen. 
“SAMUEL HOPPER, 

“ Chairman Committee Board of Councilmen. 

“New Yorr, December 26, 1856.” 





BUREAU OF WATER RENTS. 


The water year runs from May 1 to April 30, ensuing. 
The financial year from January 110 December 31. 
The revenue from Croton water, during the financial 





year of 1855, was.. é + $674,736 42 
The amount collected ae 18563 is.... 662,949 57 
$11,786 85 


The difference in the coliections of the two years, arises 
from the circumstance that, in the months of Jan’y, Feb’y 
and March, 1856, the collections were thirty-five thousand 
six hundred and forty-five dollars less than during the same 
months the previous year. Thisis attributed to the effect 
produced by the cold weather, in diminishing the produc: 
tions of industry, the sales of goods, and the circulation of 
money among classes who pay, with difficulty, when any 
contraction of the market occurs. 





The state of the books, in the Bureau of Collection, on 
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the Ist of January 1857, as furnished by the Assistant 
Commissioner, was as follows : 
Amount of rents collected and uncollected, as 

standing on the books, for the water year 

of 1856-7... $731,457 55 
Of which there has been collected.. 629,951 66 
Leaving uncollected.......-..ssseessseres $101,505 8 











From this uncollected amount the apparent deficiency 
in the revenue of the financial year of 1856, will be more 
than made up, and the balance remaining unliquidated at 
the close of the water year, will be returned to the clerk 
of arrears. 

The accounts on schedules 1 and 2, are made up in ac- 
cordance with the financial year, from January ist to De- 
cember 31st, and the statistical account of revenue, in 
schedule 21, is made up for the water year, from May 1 to 
April 30. 

The department having, from the perfection of its work- 
ing statistics in the collecting bureau, now nearly gained 
the maximum of revenue derivable from buildings already 
erected, material increase can only be expected from the 
natural growth of the city, and bringing in new streets, 
by the introduction of distributing pipes. 

The President looks back upon his connection with this 
department, since 1842, with pleasure. In the six years 
of his absence from the circle of its business the progress 
of the department has kept pace with the prosperity of the 
city, under the administration of officers possessing expe- 
rience and fidelity, and who, in the exercise of their duties, 
adorn the stations which they occupy. 

MYNDERT VAN SOHAICK, 
President. 
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SCHEDULE No. 1. 
SHOWING THE WEEKLY RECEIPTS FOR WATER RENTS. 

1856. 

Jan. 3.. + $1,681 99 Brought up..$194,697 19 
“pels: 2,395 03} July 10 .. 17,007 92 
ies 875 00} “ 17. 33,484 52 
“24. 1,080 04) “ 24. 51,455 53 
Ev Sigee: 1519 ae" ost: 88,061 44 

1,642 81) Aug. 7... 55,020 13 
1,096 40 7,122) 19 
735 50 5,987 17 
1,973 55 4,958 26 
814 68 6,245 58 
1,843 67 5,368 19 
1,306 42 5,767 92 
2,237 45 5,646 04 
Li71 34 11,427 00 
1971 45 10,270 78 
1,810 80 15,888 17 
1773 43 14,134 14 
4,787 66 + 16474 17 
14,478 34 eo LG ATG T6L 
3 24 + 12,180 80 

64 14,805 14 

2 06 8,804 15 

June 5.. 80 10,263 70 
elie 17,417 03 9,571 80 
Pale) . 20,867 04 12,144 49 
26.» - 18,488 46 10,835 36 

July 8 18,329 82 6,244 02 
Carried up.. $194,697 19 
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SCHEDULE No. 2. 


SHOWING THE WEEKLY RECEIPTS FOR PENALTIES ON 
UNPAID WATER RENTS. 



































1856. 
Jan. 3... $166 80] Brought up .. $3,010 66 
Mart Ober 107 45 48 80 
COW. 71 70 64 80 
24 55 20 16 85 
#81. 122 90 86 05 
Feb. 7. 137 60 351 10 
nae. 90 60 290 59 

@ 21... 88 65 148 80 
98, 93 45 158, 55 
Mar. 6. 98 75 193 52 
sees 81 00 144 16 
1720... 104 85 122 40 
eT. 105 95 44 85 
Apl. 3. 78:72 279 65 
© 40. 159 90 278 89 
ie 121 50 387 46 

© 94, 145 65 306 TL 
May 1 310 98 524 25 
Og 181 78 676 80 

“ 115 60. 690 60 
84 75 584 65 

96 75 813.53 

82 50 782 90 

44 01 573 81 

TL 65 786 28 

5977 532 70 

sohbet) EPPO) 499 30 

Carried up... $8,010 66| Total....... $12,357 61 

8 ——s 
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SCHEDULE 3. 
SHOWING THE WEEKLY RECEIPTS FOR PERMITS TO CONNECT 
WITH PUBLIC SEWERS. 








1856. 


























Jan. 8.. $40 00| Brought up...$11,152'00 
“ 49, 50 00 | July10 451 00 
“UT, 70 00| “ 17- 730 00 
“ o4. 60 00| “ 24--- 706 00 
“ 31. 40 00\ eblen- 400 00 
Feb. 7. 15 00| Avg-7. 773 00 
“ 44, BUS Baa 670 00 
aojits 30 00| “ 21... 400 00 
LOE, Sai a8: 590 00 
Mar.6. 80 00 | Sept.4. 755 00 
Leigh 206 00} “ 11. 661 00 
© 90. 170 00] “ 18... 322 00 
ase 470 00| “ 25... 746 00 
Apl.3.... 338 00 615 00 
un=T0e 690 00 47000 
els 840 00 380 00 
Binh? Gen 1,056 00 560 00 
983 00 320 00 
1,022 00 470 00 
810 00) 500 00 
720 00 520 00 
670 00 | 286 00 
Juned... 663 00} 
toi) 527 00} 
« 19 682 00| 
« 96 450 00} 
July 3.. 470 00 








Carried up...$11,152 00! 
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SCHEDULE No. 4. 


SHOWING THD AMOUNTS RECEIVED FOR OLD MATERIALS SOLD 
AND WORK DONE FOR INDIVIDUALS. 


Feb, 12, Received from R. Underwood, for dam- 
age to pipes in 25th street....... $28 00 
“15, “ from U.S. Mail S. S. Company, 
for repairing hydrant foot of War- 
TOM: StNGShes sen piweiectsalaeee” © 15 00 
Mar.19, “ from contractor of sewer in Ham- 
ersley street, for damage to pipes. 25 30 
from contractor of sewer in 49th 
street, between Third and Lexing- 
ton avenues, damage to pipes.... 52 90 
April24, “ from Geo. Chesire, for removing 
hydrant from 867 Houston street.. 25:00 
« 30, “ from J. Fowler, for removing hy- 
drant, cor. Greenwich and Murray 





SHOE). . sev ceceemansees + 65 00 
May 8, “ from Street Commissioner, for 
cleaning sewer 30th street....... 73-99 


“ 16, “ from H. A. Warts, for scrap iron 30 00 
14, “ from M. Bishop, for 5-8 water 


MSEC Isis eta) sixlr eis «ivi Seedotst sa 28 00 
«“ 97, “ from B. Lavender, for old materials 
sold. ae - 100 00 





June 18, “ from J. Grosvenor, removing hy- 

drant, Broadway and Murray st.. 25 00 

from R. Simpson, damage to pipes 16 50 

“24, “ from M. Livingston, removing 
bydnanws.weussva lca lec gee 25 00 


Carried forward 
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Brought forward.....-.+++-+esseeeee ee $509 69 
June 27, Received from O. M. Rogers, removing 
InSHBIA Gos canbonadpan nana cose 75 00 
July 2, “ from W.R. Beebe, damage to pipes 20 40 
“42, “ “ B. Lavender, old materials sold 58 75 
“14, “ © Jersey City water works, two 
Linch taps....... (babcupaoose 5 50 


“91, “ from J. Flanagan, chang’g hydrant 20 00 
« 31, “ © WB. H. Tracy, old materials.. 125 00 








Aug. 2, “ “ Philbin& Quin, chang’g hydr’t 65 00 
“12, © “ A. Kennedy, damage to pipes 8 40 
es Te Be EIN DSi do do.. 6 75 
Noy. 13, “ “ M.Lawrence,remov’g hydrant 25 00 
Dec. 17, “ “ Geo. Harris, damage to pipe 10 75 
«19, *  Gov’s Alms-house, sleeve. . 5 00 


« 20, “* “ Sewer contractor in Walker 
street, damage to pipe..... 13 45. 

« @ & «Sewer contractor in Ludlow st, 
fordo.. 8 90 


lemme ye ice" Pewee id Fourth av’e, 
fordo.. 14708 

AIRS VRE eee a “ 28th street, 
fordo.. 27 10 

We se. WsOdeuse te fe 44th street, 
fordo.. 48 82 

GE Ge “« ie Pell street, 
fordo.. 11 04 

nto te G76 & te 37th street, 
fordo.. 2£ 00 

(0) ce lio « « 44th street, 


fordo.. 99 50 
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SCHEDULE No. 5. 
SHOWING THE PAYMENTS INTO THE CITY TREASURY, AS PER 
THE RECEIPTS OF THE CITY CHAMBERLAIN, 
















$1,888 29] Brought up..$209,328 04 
2,552 48 aly 10.. . 17,507 72 
1,016 84,279 32 
1,145 

1,682 














42 
40 
90 
79 
68 
60 
igl 
72 
06 
7,145 96 
Total..... $688,248 70 













Carried up. .$209,328 04 
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SCHEDULE No, 6. 


AQUEDUCT REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS. 


Appropriation by the Common Council for 























































yea SH Gis cians crones 4 sone teclaisisiatoler te etal $20,000 00 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Blacksmiths’ work -.$ 61 59 
Cartage 1,672 94 
Casualties ..- 100 00 
Fencing . 2,923 83 
Hardware... 245 45 
High Bridge. 529 64 
Horse hire... 264 29 
Tron work... 7 38 
10,126 19 
Lime, cement and sand ATT 73 
Lumber. . 2,090 08 
Gileen. 34 75 
Paint.... 26 41 
Plumbing 21 38 
Powder on . 4 OT 
Ay EGOLVING rn. als nye elelolel sole seeeee 150 90 
to Superintendent’s Dwellings 1,846 91 
82 11 
Stone and bric! 806: 05 
Sundry bills... 845 18 
Surveying.. 163 00 
Taxes... 614 21 
Tools and repairing. 127 07 





Carried forward. $22,661 a1 
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$22,661 31 





Brought forward... 

















Superintendent Daniel Adamson. 600 00 
e James Scott. 548 00 
W Barney See.. 470 00 
@ James Bremner 470 00 
‘s James Berwick... 470 00 
¢ John L. Berrian 470 00 
= Jacob Moore.. 470 00 
ne John Geary. 730 00 
LO tals senisiasn reek + . $26,889 31 





Doc. No. 2.) 40 


SCHEDULE No. 7. 
AQUEDUCT CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT. 


Appropriation by the Common Council for the 
year 1856...6secesere cere RDONSrgeondss $5,000 00 


No expenditures having been incurred under 
this head of appropriation, the whole amount 
remains undrawn in the city treasury. 
$5,000 00 
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SCHEDULE No.8. 


CROTON WATER WORKS EXTENSION, 


Appropriation by the Common Council for the 
























JEOr 1856, eis epee eee en es eos $108,000 00 
—<——=s 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Blasting. . + $1,091 52 
Carta; 655 50 
Casualties... 2 00 
Tron casting: 196 14 
James P. Kirkwood, Superintendent. 216 66 
George S. Greene, B41 65 
Law expenses 5,302 70 
Lead....... dectscs 716 75 
Miscellaneous bills 774 60 
Pipes sais = seta vere . 8,305 72 
Stop-cocks 5,571 73 
Surveying 4,119 93 
Timber... 2,225 39 
Tools and repairs. «1,126: 09 
"Wages.c.cseccsese + 15,496 94 





Tote aeteeaene Pear shermien as $46,148 32 
pelea 
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SCHEDULE No. 9, 
WATER PIPES AND LAYING. 
Appropriation by the Common Council for 


the mpent ISAC westetawaciae aces seers 


Disbursements. 


Advertising... 
Blasting 
Brass cocks 
Cartage... 














Cleaning up streets.. 
Engineer’s office... 
Excayations..... 










Hydrant and stop-cock boxe: 
Tron pipe.. 
Lead... 
Lumber... 
Miscellaneous bills 
Office expenses... 















Paying sand. 
Postage... 
Proving yard.. 
Repairing fountains. . 5 
Reservoir, Distributing.............0.00 











Carried forward..........0... 


$165,700 00 


$30 00 
395 94 
28 60 
808 45 
244 21 
58 00 
481 56 
110 52 
8,287 00 
1,086 33 
218 50 
2,006 28 
36,404 59 
4,387 07 
17 91 
489 54 
1,673 76 
278 65 
242 35 
47 60 
42.17 
239 34 
20 14 
3,067 89 


$60,701 40 


43 


Brought forward. 
Reservoir, Receiving. 
Small castings. 
Stationery. 
Stop-cocks. 
Stop-cocks, repairing. 
Tapping pipes..... 
Tools and repairing.. 
Wages.... 
Wagon hir 
Water Metres. 
NOnN geen wabae 


Total........+5 aris 
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$60,701 40 
$32 50 
4,514 77 
1178 98 
9,005 00 
573 09 
1,465 25 
147 86 
40,775 82 
689 98 
612 36 
410 64 


$120,652 15 
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SCHEDULE No. 10. 
SEWERS REPAIRING AND CLEANING. 


Appropriation by the Common Council, for 























the year 1856 + $24,000 00 
Disbursements. 

Cartage... $3,845 83 
Casualties.. 100 00 
Tron man-holes and culvert covers.... A 1,023 57 
Rebuilding sewer in Highth street... .... 4,218 49 
Repairing basins and culverts 716 37 
Do. man-holes... 640 95 
Do. sewers.. 259 07 
Sundry bills, . 65 00 
Tools and repairing... 91 46 
WAgES ye 0s secs. .s . 9,805 20 
Total........ AEE secesees $20,765 94 
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SCHEDULE No. 11. 
STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Balance on hand from former appro- 
Priation.... 6... seer ee wene seen $1,349 11 
Appropriation by Common Council 








for the year 1856.. + 1,500 00 
——— $2,849 11 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
For Ward Maps— 
Paid for copy of 14th Ward Map.. 225 00 
fe Y 12th ee 700 00 
For returns of new buildings— 
Paid Captain 20th Police District. . 9115 
s 3d < viele 13 00 
st 17th i 10 75 
“ 21st ss eee 48 25 
e 18th ee Ber 8 50 
Y 16th g tnae 16 00 
oo 22d soon 57 25 $1,100 50 
Balance in Mechanics’ Bank. .... $1,748 61 


es 
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SCHEDULE No. 12. 


SALARIES. 


Paid Myndert Van Schaick, President....... 


“ 


Theodore R. De Forest, Commissioner. 
Alfred W. Craven, Engineer. 
George A. Lucas, Assistant do... 
John C. Winder, do 
John P, Flender, Purveyor. 
Revo C. Hance, Register.. 
William Fardon, Deputy do a0 
Henry L. Robertson, Clerk,to Board... 
Alex. F. Dodge, Contract Olerk.:..... 
John M. Morenus, Clerk to Register... 
William V. Le Count, is 

Jacob E. Howard, e 2 
Edmund E. Dean, Clerk to Departament 
Gilbert H. White, fe Ete 
Seymour V. Moody, g 
Thomas Hook, 2 
Charles R, Fleet, w 
John J. Conklin, Messenger. 
Alex. H. Thompson, do 
Accountant... 


Total...:..+ 



























$2,000 00 
2,000 00 
2,000.00 
1,087 50 

800 00 
1,500 00 
1,500 00 
1,000 00 
1,400. 00 
1,200 00 

83 33 

666 68 
1,000 00 
1,000.00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 

750 00 

200 60 

700 00 

180 00 

700 00 


+» $21,267 51 





47 (Doe. No. 2. 


SCHEDULE No. 13. 
CROTON AQUEDUCT DEPARTMENT. 
Bunga or Pires anp Sewers, 
December 31st, 1856. 


The Water Purveyor, respectfully reports, that the fol- 
lowing lines of Croton Water Main Pipes have been laid 
during the present year: 


Four inch. 


STREET. BETWEEN FEET. 
Bighth avenue. . 54th street, 43 feet north... 
130th street... . 3d avenue, 86 feet east.. 





Six inch. 

STREER. BEIWEEN PEET. 

Park place.. . Church st. and College pl... 544 
Canal street. . Centre and Mulberry sts.... 697 
Third avenue... 129th and 130th streets. 
Fourth “ . ..52d and 53d streets... 

















Fifth a -125th and 129th streets 
Seventh “ 42d and 43d streets... 
Highth B 55th street, intersection. 59 
Do. 56th street, « 
Do. WY Sith street, ey 
Do. sat 58th street, i Seon 
Ninth (wae soe .52d street, is sees 114 
Do. BY 58d street, EE Prone yy 
Do. Wo vos SI stand 54th streets....... 772 
Eleventh “ ........48th and 49th streets....... 246 
Do. .51st and 52d streets........ 270 








Carried forward......-+0+.seeceeseeeeeees 4,858 


Doe. No. 2.) 48 
Brought forward.............000.8 wee A858 


srreer. BECWEEN 
Eighteenth... -2d and 8d ayenues.. 

Do. -. 11th avenue, easterly on 
Thirty-second . - 11th avenue, 298 fect east.., 298 
Thirty-fourth -oead and Lexington avenues... 416 
Thirty-sixth . Do. oS) 

Do. -10th avenue, west... 
Thirty-seventh, -10th and 11th avenues. 
Forty-third. -Tth and 8th @ 
Forty-fifth. Ist and 2d Ke 

Do. 9thandl0th 
Forty-second. -2d and 3d fa sonora GEES 
Forty-six -9th avenue, and 300 ft. west. 300 
Forty-seventh .. «3d avenue and East river.. .1,955 

Do. - Broadway and 6th avenue. ..1,040 

Do. -Sthavenue and Broadway... 425 































Forty-ninth .. - Gth avenue, westerly. 238 

Do. 5 . ith and 12th avenue: 748, 
Fiftieth . Broadway and 8th avenue 472 
Fifty-first . 8th and 9th avenues. . 930 







-10thandiith “ 
4th and 5th G 
11th and 12th 
3d and 5th 
.8d and 5th 
9thand 10th “ 
.»Broad’y and 7th “ 
-2d avenue, westerly,. 
-2d and 3d avenues... 


Do. 
Fifty-second 
Do. 2 
Fifty-third... 
Fifty-fourth.. 





& 











Bighty-third.. 
Total length in feet........ seeeenneense 
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Twelve inch. 
STREET. BETWEEN 
Second avenue.. . 82d and 83d streets. 











Wi 4istand 43d“ 
Sixth MG 46th and 47th “ 
Dossanms 48th and 50th “ 
Highth “ .. ..54th and 59th “ 
Total length in feet.......... eS yseta seeee ee 2,781 
Twenty inch. 
STREET. BETWEEN Peer. 
WOR Iah shade wad 2d avenue and 102 feet east 102 


Total length in feet... 





Thirty inch. 




















STREET. t BETWEEN FEET. 
Ninth avenue,........ 87th and 42d streets....... 1,319 
Total length in feeté....,........0006. aoe 
RBECAPITULATION. 
PERT. 
Four inch mains.. 129 
Bie i oot sic «25,702 
Delve Sis +» 2,781 
Twenty“ . 102 
Thirty * “ . 1,819 
Total.... feet 29,988 
— 


or five miles and 3,588 feet. 


JOHN P. FLENDER, 
4 Water Purveyor. 
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SCHEDULE No. 14. 


F Guorox Aquepuer Deranruzxr, 
Bureau or Pives axp Sewers, 

December 31, 1856. 
‘The Water Plrveyor respectfully presents the annexed abstruct, showing the 
Toealities, length and sizes of all sewers for which contracts ave been miade, from 
January Ist, 1866, to date, togothor with the number of recciving basins and eul- 
vorts aitached to each, respectively. 























































































































re we 


Ova A Howe 


Rae 





STREET. BETWEEN. 8 size. 
A 
P'k pl. & Robinson|Church and Groenwich.......-.. 4x2 ft. 8 in. 

Walker .... ......|Ludiow and Eldridge % 

Wo...- --eee eee.) biltridge and Bowery 
Second. i] West Brondvay-and Hudson “ 

Avenue A and Bi 4 
Mulberry and 100, en 
Henry. 4 o 
Walker .. 1166 “« 
309 “ 
con aud Bifth avenue. . 405 m 
Broome and Grand 2] B30 “« 
{| Ninth avenue «nd 200 fect west. .| 215 « 
Rivington and Stauton of) 440 fe 
Canal and Spring, Washington! 
and Greenwieh.. 435 G 
Forty-eighth. Third and Fourth avenues. 96) “ 
Houston. ‘Thompson and Sullivan 202 “ 

Duane... Ui|Greenwieh and Hudson. | 250 « 
Pitt. :|Houston and stanton. | 335 € 
Forty-seventh .....|Third and Fifth avenues 2000 “ 
Forty-fifth. ......+.|{udson river and Teath avenue. | 1462 © 
Broome Bowery and Wldridge 760) “ 
Pi [Mott and Bowery... 430 b 
Har Hudson stroct and Huds : “« 
Broadway Rortieth aud Forty first streets: i 

Bleecker and Amity..c..cos eco. oy 

fifth and Sisth avenues 4 ft. oir. 
i400 fo 4x2 fl. 8 in. 
200 ft. Hudson! « 

i 3 d Harlem river... “ 
Bifty-seventh.....- [Ei a Ninth avenues. “ 
Forty-ninth. and Fifth ayeowes % 
Ludlow. - Broome and Grand. 4 « 
Ridge... Rivington... .-..0. “ 
‘Twenty-cighth....|Ninth and ‘Tenth nvenues, ‘wen i 
‘Tenth avenue ch 


Hudson 


Maadiso 








ty-seventh & Twent, 


cighth sts 
Doinin 





‘pring. 








{Jefferson and Montgomery. 














er 
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3 ar 
E 26 
srReer. BETWEES. 8 sue. |28 
zg 28 
3 aa 
seal Bs _\a8 
West Brondway and Hudson.....| 365 | 4x2 ft. Sin.) 1 
Wooster and Greene «.....-.-.--| 190 & 
ee Bleecker and Amity...... +} 500] ° 
Forty-third........|Ninth and Tenth avenues....-...| 770 “ 
Greenwich... Troy aud Hammond... .. “| 520 “« 
‘Thirty-fourth .....|Third and Lexington avenues....| 375 “ 
Do... ‘Second and Third nvenues.......| 600 « 
Fortieth. ‘hth and Ninth avenues. 750 “« 
Fiftieth (Third and Lexington avenues...) 458 “ 
Forsyth... (Grand and Mester... Beeoned (ae) « 
‘Dwenty-ninth......|First:and Second avenues-...-...| 62 ‘ 1 
Ludlow: Hester and Grand........-.0e+-.| 380 “ 1 
Cuslisle.......0...| Washington and Greenwich..«...| 175 % 
Fitty-fifth.. Eighth avenue and Broadway...) 448 « 
Lexington avenue. |orty-second and Forty-ninth sts.) 1528 “ 4 
‘Phirtieth - Third and Second avenues.......| 710 “ 1 
Fourth ay ‘Thirtioth and Thirty-first str 257 
‘Third and*Fourth avenues 930 “ 4 
Hudson and Greenwich... 
Lower side Duane park “ 1 
‘Yenth and Bleventh avenues.....| 500 cs 
(Greenwich st. and Hudson river, 5 
tty and Latight....2....0-4| 785 “« 5 
Forty-second. Sixth and Bighth avenues “ 1 
King. Ludson river und Macdougal st. “« 10 
Bowery. s+.+4|Broome and Sixth sts., west side. “ 8 
Fourth avenue ....|Ninth and ‘Tenth streets... .. % 1 
Horatio. ..........|Bighth and Greenwich avenues, “ 
Second avenue....|Fourth and Fifth streets.... .... “ 
‘Thirteonth......../Fourth strect and Bighth ayenue.| 200 ts 
Bedford........... (Carmine and Hamersley streets..| 500 BS GQ 
"Thirty-second. -.-. Broadway und Fifth avenue, 152 “ 1 
‘Phirty-fifth.......|hird and Lexington avenues 400 G 
Bowory.. -«-.....+|Bifth aid Sixth street 266 “« 
Southivest corner. . Grand and Forsyth. il 
Northeast corner. . Stanton and Ludlow. Be 1 
Southeast corner. .|First strect and Second avenue... 1 
Basterly corner....|Liberty and West streets. Wig 
Northeast corner. . Gansevoort and Washingt 1 
SEWERS BUILT AT PRIVATE EXPENSE. 
‘Twenty-first street, Avenue A and Hirst avenué. 
h strest, extonsion to Thirteenth avenu 
‘Total iE 49,280 21 
RECAPITULATION. 
‘Total length of sewers, 49,230 linen! feet, or nine and one third miles. 
‘Total number of receiving basins 121 
Length of culverts to do... 2,420 lineal feet. 


JOHN P. FLENDER, 
Water Purveyor. 
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SUPPLEMENT f 


70 


SCHEDULE No. 14. 


Ordinances for the construction of sewers in the follow- 
ing named streets, haye been received, the work under 
which will, where practicable, be commenced early in the 


ensuing spring: 


Third avenue, Tete Fifty-sixth and Sixty-first sts. 


Do 


Eighty-sixth street, 


Monroe street, 


a 


Forty-seventh street, “ 


Highty-fifth street, 
Second avenue, 
Greene street, 
Bowery, 
Forty-ninth street, 
Mulberry street, 
Barrow street, 


Clinton street, 
Walker street, 
Sixteenth street, 


Sheriff street. 
Marion street, 





Highty-fourth & Bighty-sixth sts. 
Third avenue and Bast river, 
Market and Catharine streets. 
Fifth and Seventh avenues. 
Third and Fourth avenues. 
Fifty-third and Sixtieth streets. 
Amity and Bleecker streets. 
Franklin square and Oak street. 





. Second and Third avenues. 


Bayard and Canal streets. 
West Washington place and 
Bleecker street. 
Broome and Grand streets. 
Centre and Baxter streets. 
Seventh avenue, through Ninth 
avenue to Fifteenth street. 
Houston and Stanton streets. 
Broome and Spring streets. 
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Forty-sixth st., between Second and Third avenues. 


Thirty-second strect, “ 
Thirty-seventh st. “ 


Bowery, oo 


Spring street, e 
Thirty-seventh st., “ 
Fifty-fourth street, “ 


Eldridge street, oo 
Allen street, ae 
Bowery, xs 
East Broadway, Me 


Beach street, uF 


Tenth avenue and Hudson river. 
100 feet east Seventh avenue 
and Broadway. 

East Broadway and James 
street. 


- Macdougal and Hudson streets. 


Lexington and Fourth ayenues. 
Fourth avenue and 450 west 
Fifth avenue. 
Stanton and 200 feet north. 
Hester and 200 feet north. 
Oak and Roosevelt streets. 
Gouverneur, through Grand to 
Lewis street. 
West and Greenwich streets. 


RECEIVING BASINS. 


Basterly corners Chambers and Washington streets. 
aM Watts and West streets. 
Easterly corner Broadway and Thirtieth street. 


“ « 


do and Thirty-seventh street. 


Northeasterly corner Clarkson and Greenwich streets. 
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SCHEDULE No. 15. 
Sewnrs, 


Constructed under the direction of the Croton Aqueduct 
Department since its organization in 1849. 
1849. Number of sewers 





basins and culverts. 
Lineal feet in length. . 
1850. Number of sewers. 


16,165 







basins and culverts 
Lineal feet in length. . 
1851. Number of sewers.... 


61,579 


basins and culverts 
Lineal feet in length.. 

1852, Number of sewers... 
i basins and culverts. 

Lineal feet in length . 

1853. Number of sewers : 
gs basins and culverts +256 

Lineal feet in length.. 

1854. Number of sewers... 


63,009 








65,689 
















73,542 





basins and culverts. 
Lineal feet in length 

1855. Number of sewers... 
f basins and culverts. 

Lineal feet in length ....,.. 

1856. Number of sewers 
basins and culyerts 

Lineal feet in length.. 
Total—83 miles, 2, 


73,519 


88,679 





49,280 








SCHEDULE No. 16. 


PIPE OF ALL SIZES, FOR THE SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION OF CROTON WATER, TO DECEMBER 31, 1856, 








‘TIME. 


a2. | a6. | 0. | 24 | 20. | 16 | 12 Jaw |e | 4 TOTALS. 





| 

Prev. to July 1849,|. | } 

Tuly oDeore alee rae. eae | Keane nee 958 2430).....| 9,402)7,451| 20,286" « 3 « 4,396« 
| 





| i i | 7 
« 60,333, 25,796)5,400| 20,209) 13,125 225,140)5,875 668,107)... .|1,024,051 ft., or 193 miles 6,011 ft. 


545) 2,040|-....] 4,860)...... 2,375).....| 30,589) 969) 41,328" « 7 © 4.368% 


42,817) 923) 65,199 « 12 * 1,839 « 





i 
A 63,535 “ « 12 « 1i5* 












a ue 33,782“ “ 6 © — 2,102 % 
ae Me 30,575 “ « 5 © 4,275 « 
G a 1805). S6j92E St 96) Sane 
by « 1856). 29,983 “+ 

















34,864 











s R ; 
4,087 60,878 44,862) 
if if 1 | it 

‘The present department was organized in July, 1849. ‘The first-line in the table gives the quanti 

others, the quantity laid each year since, The figures at the head of the columns indicate the internal di 





y in use at that time; the 
meter of pipes, in inches, 


or 


°G ‘ON “20(1) 
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SCHEDULE No. 11. 


The following table exhibits the yearly revenue derived from Croton Water 
as collected by the Department, from its introduction into the city, in 
1842, with the annual increase or decrease thereof. . 














TIME. 


Oct. 5, 1842 to May 1, 1843 
‘May 1, 1843 


I, 1844 
1, 1845 
1, 1846 
1, 1847 


T1848 * 


1, 1849 


Jan. 1, 1850 


1, 1851 
1, 1862 
1, 1853 


1, 1854 * 


1, 1855 
1, 1896 


“ Dec.31, 1849. 


1, 1844. 
1, 1845. 
1, 1846. 
1, 1847, 
1, 1848. 


1, 1849. 


31, 1850. 
31, 1851. 
31, 1852, 


31, 1853. 


31, 1854, 
31, 1855, 
31, 1856. 








662,949 57 





RECEIUTS. increase. | DECREASE. 
$32,053 74}..........64 = 
84,444 68) 52,390 94 = 
117,277 86) 32,833 18 _— 
163,900 52) 46,622 66 => 
193,346 24) 29,445 72 a 
219,416 72) 26,070 48 = 
250,081 51) 30,664 79 —: 
259,532 97 9,451, 46+ = 
458,951 87| 199,418 90}! = 
458,789 7 

533,965 16, 75,175 38 |. = 
579,956 30) 45,991 14 = 
608,966 15} 29,009 85 = 
674,736 42) 65,770 27 = 


paccecornenn 11,786 85 





$5,298,369 49) 














* Hight months, 


+ Under tho oporation of the laws of 1849. 
$A reduction in the rents, oquul to about 10 por out, was made this year. 
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SCHEDULE No. 18. 


Exhibiting the average depth of Water in the Distributing Reservoir, for 
each month, in each yeat, from 1848 to 1857. 
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MONTH. 





1849, 


1850, | 1851. , |1853.| 1854. 















1855. 













January 
February. 
March. 


1 in.| ft. 





“in. ae 
2! 


24, 32 04: 
23... 425. 08. 
2/22. 0126.08 
242/27 .06, 





in| fe 








24.01/23. 
23.10/25. 
ie 








November 28. 6)26.00 23.05)26 06 
December. j]24. 06/20. 6)24..04 29 .05)24.08 
Average......... 30.07/20. 05|25..00/24.2]24.07,23.11]24.11 

















SCHEDULE No. 19. 


General ere) Expenditures and Balances, from 1849 to 1857, 
as referred to on page 2%. 








HEADS OF ACCOUNTS. 











APPROPRIATION. |DISBUBSEMENTS.| BALANCES. 
Aqueduct Construction....} $68,334 87] $47,392 60] $20.942 27 
Croton Water-Works Exten.| 750,830 4] 557,892 28) 192,488 20 
Repairs and Improvements.) 215,123 87] 173,327 30) 41,796 57 
Water Pipes and Laying. ..| 1,093,717 98) 995,641 59| 98,076 39 
Sewers, Repairing Cleaning] 114,118 28) 101,110 29] 13,098 02 





Totals........ 





«$2,241,625 44/$1,875,363 99) $366,261 45 
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SCHEDULE No. 20. 


Exhibiting the Ledger Balance, December 31, 1856. 
GENERAL BALANCE. 








HEADS OF ACCOUNT. 


Aqueduct Repairs and Im- 
provements...........0.. 
Croton Water Works Exten- 


SLOD). oe ss wie selec olsi els on 


Aqueduct Construction Acct.|....... 


Water Pipes and Laying.... 


Sewers, Repairing and Clean- 


DR. 


$26,889 31 


46,143 82] 


120,653 15) 


AMOR chs Neaacieas 20,765 94) 
Statistical Tables.......... 1,100 50 
Salovtesiciaageas it wes me 91,267 51 
Water Rents se rirecnjseee =). as 


Permits to enter sewers. .... ve 
Petty Cash... ee. ee ee sode 


City Chamberlain.......... 
Unexpended Balances 


Penalties thereon}. 











688,248 70 





$35,000 00 


108,000 00 
5,000 00 
165,700 00 


24,000 00 

2,849 11 
21,267 51 
650,591 96 
12,857 61 
24,122 00 

1177 18 
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SCHEDULE No. 21. 


Statement of the sources of revenue arranged under the 
following heads: 


Ast. Regular and extra rents, arranged under the heads 
of the several wards. 


2d. Recapitulation of the whole in one general list. 


8d. Amount collected from the city at large, for specific 
purposes. 

4th. Buildings under the charge of the several depart- 
ments of the City Government, from which no reye- 
nue is received, and the value of the water supplied. 
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FIRST WARD. 
Regular Rents. 
2 Buildings,at... 

54 Nee 
36 “ 
60 “ 

128 “ 

451 “ 

728 “ 

446 « 

312 

250 4 

117 “ 
84 « 
43 « 
85 G 
33 






504 
38 00 
80 00 
48 00 
75 00 
81 00 
60 00 
40 00 
4200 
50 00 
60 00 
85 00 
90 00 
800 00 
389 56 


280: $31,040 56 
— 


i 


Poo He ee Ee td wo oo to 
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FIRST WARD. 


Extra Rents 




























8 Bakeries*. $87 00 
20 Barbers 105 00 
115 Bars} ++ 845 00 
281“ - 1,405 00 
19 Baths 9 fisee 95 00 - 
2 Bottling and Soda establishments. 15 00 
950 Extra persons. 237 50 
28 Fountains. 196 00 
9 Factories... 749 08 
Horses...... 208 50 
9 Horse troughs... 3 45 00 
7 Hotels aeeee 245 00 
34 Refectories 860 00 
18 Steam engines.. 690 00 
242 Street-washers.. +. 484 00 
LS SUWieiter Closets eter tear er ieee sevvoees 2316 00 
$8,078 08 





* Baxertes—For the average daily use of flour, for cach barrel, the sum 
of three dollars per annum. 


+ Porren Hovses, Taveans avo Grocers, shall be charged an extra 
rate of from three to thirty dollars. 
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SECOND WARD. 
Regular Rents. 
8 Buildings, at... 





oT é 
15 “ 
67 “ 
105 ae 
368 a 
283 i 
196 £ 
310 ue 
65 o 
64 @ 
21 w 
89 “ 
10 a 
19 w 
5 “ 
2 “ 
1 “« 
1 “ 
1 “ 
2 “ 
1 “ 
9 “ 
1 g o ‘ 
4 Churehes........ sels lelere!silictels «/eie/ele 0 59 60 
1612 


—+ 
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SECOND WARD. 





















Extra Rents. 
2 Bakeries $111 00 
10 Barbers. 50 00 
63 00 
435 00 
50 00 
120 Extra persons. 30 00 
5 Factories 435 00 
10 Fountains. 70 00 
Horses. 7 00 
1 Horse trough. 5 00 
i Hotels....... 672 00 
24 Refectories... a8 698 00 
48 Steam engines . 2,460 00 
5 Soda fountains. 45 00 
96 Street-washers. 192 00 
631 Water closets. . 1,262 00 
$6,585 00 
—= 


* Barua Tons in private houses, beyond one, at three dollars per an- 
num each, and five dollars per annum each, in public houses, boarding 
houses, bathing establishments and barbers’ shops. 
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80 Buildi 


30 
70 
88 
819 
181 
141 
217 
52 
109 
11 
11 
4 
380 
1 


eRe pe 


1859 
=" 


ings, ate. 
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THIRD WARD. 
Regular Rents. 





$150 00 
180 00 
490 00 
704 00 

2,871 00 

1,810 00 

1,561 00 

8,324 00 
676 00 

1,526 00 
165 00 
176 00 


$14,496 87 


65 (Doe. No. 2. 


THIRD WARD. 
Extra Rents, 


































6 Bakeries $170 63 
15 Barbers. 85 00 
21 Bars at $3. 63 00 
hi Se 480 00 
SG US5i 18¢ 00 

3 Distilleries 274 56 

PDyers.. +. 15 00 

110 Extra persons*.. . F 27 50 

8 Factories..... 114 00 
21 Fountains. 147 00 
23 Hotels... . 1,918 78 

Horses..... 143 00 

1 Horse-trough 5 00 

20 Refectories. ... 525 00 

bs 1 Sugar refinery 1,191 70 
10 Steam engines. . 800 00 

156 Street-washers.. 312 00 

1 Soda water establishment 30 00 





767 Water closets............+.0..+---+- 1,534 00 








*Tn the apportionment of regular rents upon a dwelling-honse, the 
family or families oceupying the same, tonumber not more than fifteen 
persons; for every fen persons beyond that number, an additional rent 
of two dollars and fifty cents per year shall be charged. 


5 


Doc. No. 2.) 66 


FOURTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 


6 Buildings, at 
282 y 
139 Ng 
138 ie 
165 ie 
219 if 
139 et 
114 B 
104 ite 
“isl « 

45, sf 
18 ef 
















52 00 
75 00 
100 00 
200 00 
70 28 


$13,374 28 


See 
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FOURTH WARD. 
Extra Rents. 


$275 54 
154 00 


19 Bakeries. 
32 Barbers. 
183 Bars, at $3.. 
318 for $5.. 
5 Baths, at $3. 



























3 Breweries... o 00 
. 00 
i 00 

120. 
56 Fountai 00 
9 Hotels... 00 
Horses 00 
83 Horse-troughs . 00 
1 Laundry. 00 
6 Refectories 00 
21 Steam engine: 00 
3 Soap factor! 00 
116 Street-was 00 
r refinery. 38 
202 Water closets....... Hemodoaboo Son 00 
9,080 04 
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FIFTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 




















19 Buildings, at.. $76 
as bi on 1,090 
3 se 618 
297 E 2,079 
344 “e So : 2,752 
458 & ah ne Dasa 4,122 
278 2,780 
110 1,210 
131 1,572 
31 403 
26 364 
1T 255 
10 160 
6 102 

i 126 

5 100 

2 48 

il 25 

4 120 

1 36 

2 80 

1 50 

Al 80 

6 88 
2,078 $18,336 


00 
00 
00 
00 
09 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
88 


88 


— — = 
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FIFTH WARD. 






































Extra Rents. 
20 Bakeries... $110 00 
18 Barbers .. 65 00 
129 Bars, at $3 387 00 
165 “ “ $5 825 00 
16 Baths. $5... 90 00 
1 Brewery .. 125 00 
TDyer..-.. 15 00 
1,392 Hxtra persons 848 00 
5 Factorie: 658 18 
16 Fountains. 112 00 
9 Hotels. . 986 88 
Horses... 640 00 
SY HOVSC-fTOUGHS selene = 0.6 = = obelv 25 00 
8 Refectories 769 00 
18 Steam engines 840 00 
1Soap factory... .. oy 22 50 
2 Soda water establishments, Gon 48 00 
277 Street-washers 554 00 
4 Sugar refineries... 4,300 83 
244 Water closets 488 00 
$11,399 34 


Doe. No. 2.) 70 


SIXTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 





















9 Buildings, at. $4. $86 00 

# 283 5 . . 1415 00 
70 x 420 00 
113 Me 791 00 
175 “f 1,400 00 
268 i 2,412 00 
210 hid 2,100 00 
98 Ug 1,078 00 
123 ‘ 1,476 00 
33 429 00 
45 fs 630 00 
i a 165 00 
6 a 102 00 
4 sae 72 00 
2 tH 40 00 
2 “ 50 00 
2 s 60 00 
1 fe 35 09 
ik “ 39 00 
1 ae 42 00 
a ss . P oo A 176 00 

6 Churches hse js -elejsis)-vo1staleleieieisle i7 60 

1,467 








it {Doc. No. 2. 


SIXTH WARD. 


Extra Rents. 







16 Bakeries 
27 Barbers. 
181 Bars, at $3. 
25 $B. 
14 Baths, at 5$.. 
1 He Weades savor 


3 Bottling and soda establishments... .. 

1 Brewery .. 

1 Distillery . : 
4,600 Extra persons,. 
6 Factories.... 
16 Fountains... 
8 Hotels*. 
Horses 

18 Refectorie 
24 Steam engines 
85 Street-washers 
2 Slaughter-houses 
284 Water closets 


















$131 
188 
543 
1,285, 
70 


100 
52 
30 

1,150 


277, 


112 
391 
286 
195 
1,275 
170 
85 
568 


$6,861 


* Hotels and boarding-honses shall, in addition to the regular rate for 
private families, be charged for each lodging room at the discretion of 


the Croton Aqueduct Board. 


Doc. No. 2.) 72 


BEVENTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 


64 Buildings, at. 
390 i 
218 a 
243 us 
402 Bs 
596 e 
388 g 
142 ns 
176 G 

43 gi 

29 Mi 

18 é 






150 00 
85 00 
150 00 


Churches..... 86 13 





[ER le ea eae 


* $23,467 13 


i 
Ly 
= 
o 


78 (Dec. No. 2. 


SEVENTH WARD. 


Extra Rents. 

































82 Bakeries...... 20 =. $260 00 
26 Barbers... 126 00 
193 Bars, at $3. 579 00 
138 “ “ $5. 665 00 
2 Baths, at $3. 6 00 

1 Bottling establishment. 7 50 

2 Breweries... 152 00 

1 Distillery . 100 00 

6 Dry docks. 420 00 
4,760 Extra persons. 1,190 00 
4 Factories ..... 348 40 

4 Fish stands, at $6... 24 00 
29 Fountains. 201 00 
Horses.. 1,102 25 

3 Horse troughs, $5 15 60 

8 Refectories.. 40 00 

4 Soap factories. 108 50 
35 Steam engines. 2,854 93 
518 Street-washers. . 1,026 00 
1 Sugar refinery.. 879 98 
110 Water closets... 220 00 








$9,820 62 


Doce. No. 2.) 


85 Buildings, at,.....3. 


591 
159 
450 
660 
615 

. B48 
101 
114 
19 

21 


o 


1 


BRD RAs 


il 


15 Churches.... 


3,170 


“ 


74 


EIGHTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 





$140 
2,055 
954 
3,150 
5,280 
5,535 
3,480 
11 
1,368 
247 
204 
185 
192 
85 
108 
80 
25 
60 
36 
40 
42 
150 


$25,467 


00 


00 
44 


44 


15 (Doe. No. 2. 


EIGHTH WARD. 


Extra Rents. 





























37 Bakeries. tees $189 00 
16 Barbers 90 00 
160 Bars, at $3. - 480 00 
121°“ at $5. 605 00 
6 Baths, at $3 18 00 
45“ 225 00 
3 Bottling and soda establishments . 45 00 
1 Baptistery. 10 00 
1 Brewery. 488 00 
Dy ervoe ie: 15 00 
1,860 Extra persons. 465 00 
5 Factories... 


1 Fire risk 


3 Packing-houses 
26 Refectories.... 
2 Smoke-houses .. 
20 Steam engines... 
421 Street-washers. 
8 Sugar refineries.. ho 
319 Water Closets................ veeeeeee 638 00 





Doc. No. 2.) 76 


NINTH WARD. 

















Regular Rents. 
89 Buildings, at $856 00 
645 “ 8,225 00 
Ca « 1,662 00 
538 ‘ 3,766 00 
973 i 7,784 00 
804 G 7,236 00 
418 « 4,180 00 
178 f 1,908 00 
90 » 1,080 00 
43 o 659 00 
39 c 546 00 
80 “ 450 00 
19 “ 304 00 
8 « 51 00 
4 “ 72 00 
14 « 280 00 
i “ 21 00 

1 “ 25 00 

4 « 120 00 

1 iiyeers 40 00 
22 Churches... - 265 97 
4,188 $88,925 97 


— ——- 


TT (Doc. No. 


NINTH WARD. 


Extra Rents. 


34 Bakeries. 
21 Barbers... 
187 Bars, at $3,.. 
88“ Reedeee z 
20 Baths, 3. 
9,8! 6. 

1 Baptistery.. . 

1 Bottling and soda establishment.. 

3 Breweries... 

1 Conservator; 

3 Dyers.. 

2 Distilleries 
590 Extra person 
10 Factories. 
Horses .. 

9 Horse-troughs .. 

1 Hotel 

6 Packing-honses. 

1 Refectory 

6 Soap factories. 
17 Slaughter-house: 
87 Steam engines 
916 Street-washers 
386 Water closets: 














































$187 50 
101 00 
411 00 
440 00 

60 00 
4500 
10 00 
36 00 
309 00 
15 00 
60 00 
191 40 
147 50 
283 22 
1,679 26 
4500 
18 00 
200 00 
T 50 
186 50 
328 68 

2,109 50 

1,832 00 
772 00 

$9,470 05 


Doe. No. 2.) 78 


TENTH WARD. 


Regular Ren's. 


18 Buildings, at 
452 ff 
127 ws 
228 $ 
ATT a 
364 # 
186 = 
102 MS 

92 ‘ 

13 a 

10 # 

6 “ 





ee 
Hm How © 


Churches .... 





2,101 





79 Doc. No. 


TENTH WARD. 








29 Bakeries .. $120 
22 Barbers... 104 
80 Bars, at $3... 240 
IDG 5 560 
1Bath, 3.. 3 
33 bee 165 
3 Breweries . 272 

1 Distillery . 30 

5 Dyers..... iy) 
3,160 Uxtra persons. 790 
17 Fountains... 119 
8 Wish stands 18 
Horses 835 

1 Horse-trough... 5 

4 Hotels........ 90 
3 Packing-houses 85 

9 Refectories. . 120 

G 30 

4 Soap factorie . 174 

8 Steam engine 265 
166 Street-washers. . 832 
160 Water closets. ase 820 
$4,284 





































Extra Rents. 


2, 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
25 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


75 


—s 


Doc. No. 2.) 80 


ELEVENTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 



















87 Buildings, at.. $148 00 
480 Shee 5. 2,400 00 
145 a 6. 870 00 
288 @ ifs 2,016 00 
512 a 8. 4,096 00 
502 ut 9. 4,518 00 
365 ia (One 3,650 00 
815 M 3,465 00 

80 we 960 00 

58 ws 754 00 

au 154 00 

300 00 
208 00 
51 00 
36 00 
80 00 
23 00 
24 00 
75 00 ° 
82 00 
36 00 
80 00 
182 25 
2,856 $24,108 25 


Ss f — 


81 (Doc. No. 2. 


ELEVENTH WARD. 


Extra Rents. 


60 Bakeries.. 
30 Barbers... 
189 Bars, at $3.. 


50 


















153 = 5 00 
1 Bathat 3.. 3 00 
WG es Boos 00 
4 Breweries... 2 50 
8 Bottling and soda establishments. .... 77 50 


























1 Dyer.. ez 36 00 
8,848 Extra person 2,212 00 
7 Factories 1,246 98 
18 Fountain: 126 00 
Horses... L247 25 

7 Horse-troughs* 35 00 

1 Laundry...... 22 50 

7 Refectories. 46 00 

7 Slaughter-houses 142 50 
1 Soap factory 7 50 
83 Steam engines. 2,852 50 
243 Street-washer 486 00 
44 Water closets.. 88 00 
$10,008 73 

et 





* Honsn Trovons—For each trough on sidewalks, the sum of five 
dollars per annum. 


Doe. No. 2.) 82 


TWELFTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 








15 Buildings; at... $60 00 
48 as 240 00 
42 fs 252 00 
71 Hb 497 00 
169 . 1,352 00 
145 KY 1,805 00 
50 He 600 00 
12 o 182 00 
13 se 156 00 
18 3 234 00 
6 S 84 00 
QT ae 405 00 
BP Ay 48 00 
2 fC 384 00 
1 ie 25 00 
Tea 40 00 
1 is 43 00 
1 60 00 
1 ug 75 00 
2 Churches... 715 
628 $5,549 15 
= 


83 (Doc No. 2. 


TWELFTH WARD. 
Extra Rents. 


















4 Bars,at $3......... $12 00 
6 Cay oe 0 30 00 
1 Brewery... 5 30 00 
3 Factories 733 28 
1 Fountain... 7 00 
100 Extra persons 25 00 
Horses..... . 168 00 

1 Horse-trough . 5 00 
2 Steam engines 5s 90 00 
50 Street-washers. ae 100 00 
1 Water closet. 2 00 


Commissioners of Emigration, Ward’s 
TSlansercielelesisiowntnieiese\eivsfeeie 1,000 
02 


Florsts, Prrvate—For two horses there shall be charged the sum of 
six dollars per annum.; and for each additional horse, the sum of two 
dollar e 

Honses, Liveny—For cach horse up to, and not exceeding thirty“in 
number, the sum of one dollar and fifty cents each per annum; and for 
each additional horse, the sum of one dollar. 





Horses, Owtnus avo Cant—For each horse the sum of one dollar 
per annum. 


Doe. No. 2.) 84 


THIRTEENTH WARD. 
Regular Rents. 





41 Buildi $164 00 
360 1,800 00 
119 714 00 
230 1,610 00 
366 2,928 00 
336 3,024 00 
162 1,620 00 
81 891 00 
18 216 00 
13 169 00 
Cr ve 84 00 
8 120 00 
14 224 00 
1 20 00 
1 25 00 
1 _ 40 00 
All 5 42 00 
5 Churches... 68 38 


1,76; 


Oo 


$13,759 38 











85 (Doc. No. 2 


THIRTEENTH WARD. 














Extra Rents 
25 Bakeries. ... $123 00 
13 Barbers. . 53 00 
93 Bars at $3. 279 00 
Op pene ats 895 00 
22Baths 5 110 00 
1 Brewery . - 176 88 
2 Bottling and aod water aueitinmant, 65 00 
1 Distillery ....... Sugacssand Sducvnes 42 00 
WY ceebebon 25 00 
1,810 Extra persons.. 452 50 
6 Fountains... 42 00 
Horses... Sse 659 25 
1 Packing-house.........:. 22 50 
3 Soap and candle factories 52 50 
2 Slaughter-houses . 22 50 
17 Steam engines . 1,049 50 
115 Street-waskers* . 230 00 
18 Water closets. . . 36 00 
$3, 63 






* Snare Wasnens.—For each street-washer on thesidewalk, the sum 
two dollars per annum. 


Doc. No. 2.) £6 


FOURTEENTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 





8 Buildings, at... $32 00 
431 e z 2,155 00 
115 x 690 00 
162 us 1,134 00 
248 1,984 00 
290 oe 2,610 00 
184 e 1,840 00. 
115 « 1,265 00 
126 es 1,512 00 

36 mM 468 00 

2 sf 294 00 
13 te 195 00 
10 it 160 00 

5 . 85 00 

5 " 90 00 

1 i 19 00 

4 is 80 00 

1 iv 22 00 

2 " 48 00 

1 te 27 00 

2 ae 60 00 

it Y 40 00 

1 " 50 00 

1 54 00 

1 , 88 00 

2 H 200 00 

10 Churches... : 165 31 
1,796 $15,367 31 








81 (Doe. No. 


FOURTEENTH WARD. 
Extra Rents. 

































D5) RECS Sa S SNe oa bn UIROY MO SOO Ce $158 
16 Barbers..,.. 76 
147 Bars, at $8........ 441 
184 a 5 : . 920 
5 Baths, 6.. : 25 

1 Bottling and soda water establishment. 16 

2 Distilleries........ Gate 306 
4,270 Extra persons. 1,067 
2 Factories... .. 30 

3 Fish stands, . 18 
10 Fountaine 86 
Horses 381 

4 Hotels. 1,449 

1 Laundry .... 7 
8 Refectories.... 98 

6 Slaughter-houses. 137 

2 Smoke-houses .......+ 45 

3 Soap and candle factories 116 
18 Steam engines. 662 
178 Street-washers. . 356 
Blea etericlOSets cilcisiate volaskianer vsisie risieiol 402 
$6,868 


Peoples’ Washing and Bathing Establishment 4657 


6 





2. 


00 
50 
00 
00 


QT 
75 


02 





Doe. No. 2.) 


13 Buildi 
310 
108 


i 





2,914 
— 


16 Churches... .. 


88 


FIFTEENTH WARD. 
Regular Rents. 


ngs, at.. 
“« 








$27,294 93 





89 (Doe. No. 


FIFTEENTH WARD. 
Extra Rents. 


9)Bakeries.........5.. eee eee ces enes 

8 Barbers. 

59 Bars, at $3 

57 “$5 

208 Baths, at $3 

67 “at$s 

8 Bottling & soda water establishment: 

890 Extra persons... 
1 Factory... 

16 Fountains 

3 Green-houses 

Horses.. 

6 Horse-troughs, at $5. 

20 Hotels 

1 Laundry.... 

4 Refectories 

2 Slaughter-house: 

1 Soap and candle factor: 

6 Steam engines.......... 

1,279 Street-washers. 

1,074 Water closets. . 










































86 
210 
2,558 
2,148 


$10,679 





00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
40 
00 


‘5 00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


90 


— 


Doc. No. 21) 90 


SIXTEENTH WARD. 


Regular Rents. 














55 Buildings, at $220 00 
535 i 2,675 00 
7 “ 1,302: 00 
368 “ 2,576 00 
TIT “ 5,736 00 
TT @ 6,453. 00 
595 @ 5,950 00 
246 « 2,706 00 
60 “ 720 00 
35 “ 455 00 
266 00 
390 00 
176 00 
85 00 
25 00 
26 00 
30 00 
66 00 
35 00 
40 00 
75 00 
200 00 
170 88 





3,630 ‘ $30,317 83 


91 Doc. No. 2: 


SIXTEENTH WARD. 
Extra Rents. 


84 Bakeries .... 
15 Barbers. 
160 Bars, at $3 













121 i 5 
114 Baths, 3 
Ayes ff 5. 
2 Bottling, or soda water establishments. 
(BRBREWCHIGS elete\s nis PLB Fic \e seis blgtelsinle weve 
5 Distilleries 








4 Dyers 
3 Factories. . 
22 Fountains. 
1,250 Extra persons. 
Horses..... 
8 Horse-troughs. 
1 Laundry...... 
6 Slaughter-houses . 

1 Smoke-house. . 
6 Soap and anes Canney 
27 Steam engines..........++ eRe 
3 Stone-dressing establishments. 
908 Street-washers 
848 Water closets... 





























$183 00 
75 00 
480 00 
605 00 
342 00 
20 00. 
58 50. 
284 50 
1,490 00 
109 50 
65 00 
246 00 
312 50 
1,884 75 
40 00 
15 00 
489 50 
5 00 
147 00 
1,350 50 
45 00 
1,816 00 
1,696 00 





$11,259 76 


Doc. No. 2.) 92 


SEVENTEENTH WARD. 
Regular Rents. 
66 Buildings, at.. 
657 ee 5 
162 Ms 
313 ee 
589 © 
655 ® 
526 - 
472 ss 
205 
130 
. 18 






























$264 
3,285 
972 
2191 
4,712 
5,895 
5,260 
5,192 
2,460 
1,690 
1,092 
105 
256 
68 
72 
80 
oo 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


98 (Doc. No. 2. 


SEVENTEENTH WARD. 
Extra Rents. 


55 Bakers. 

20 Barbers 

229 Bars, at $3... 
196)“ pew 

42 Baths, 

a es 

6 Bottling & soda water establishments. 

10 Breweries. . 

2 Distilleries. 

1 Dyer... 

1 Drove yard. 

11,890 Extra persons 
8 Factories. . 

24 Fountains. . 

FFIOR SOS =) ar6,sin-su 

6 Horse-troughs. . 

3 Hotels 

9 Packing-houses. 

1 Refectory......- 

52 Slaughter-houses. 

2 Soap and candle factories 

23 Steam engines. 

897 Street-washers 

424 Water closets. . 


































54 00 
227 00 
20 00 
1,709 65 
136 50 
967 50 
1,794 00 
848 00 


$13,016 65 


aes 


Doe. No. 2.) 94 


EIGHTEENTH WARD. 
Regular Rents. 
scemeie 








64 Buildings, at.. 
237 2 

87 
191 





95 (Doe. No. 2. 


BIGHTEENTH WARD. 
Extra Rents. 


31 Bakeries .. 

12 Barbers... 
175 Bars... 
144 “ 
365 Baths. 

ae 


$153 00 
: 68 00 
at'$3 525 00 
-85 720 00 
33 13095 00 








































1 Brewery 52 50 
2 Distilleries .. 78 00 
5,740 Extra persons. 1,485 00 
10 Factor: 3,237 90 
25 Fountains. 301 00 
5 Green-hous 87 00 
Horses... 1,979 00 

11 Horse-tronghs 55 00 
6 Hotels 1,021 40 
2 Laundries. 46 00 
1 Refectory. 10 00 
11 Slaughter-houses 330 00 
1 Soap and candle factory 22 50 
22 Steam engines. . 1,392 50 


1 Stone-dressing ai, 
1,614 Street-washers.. 
1,888 Water closets. . 


Doc. No 2.) 96 


NINETEENTH WARD. 
Regular Rents. 


16 Buildings, at 
101 Ce cnget 






82 s 

184. H 

224 iO 

241 ee 

116 fs 

80 
8 “ 

12 fs 
6 “ 

23 “ 
7 “ 
3 ee 51 00 
3 ee 60 00 
il @ 24 00 
3 ie 75 00 
i us 27 00 
a i 30 00 
3 & 150 00 
1 if 69 00 
2 Churches. ll 75 
1 State Arsenal... 100 00 








1,118 $9,730 75 


es — 








9T (Doe. No. 2. 


NINETEENTH WARD. 


Extra Rents. 


5 Bakeries. 

1 Barber... 
29 Bars, at $3.. 
OR 5 














1 Dyer.. 
3 Drove yards. 
110 Extra persons... 
2 Factories. . 
4 Fountains. 
2 Gardens.... 
Horses... . 

5 Horse-boxes. 
4 Laundries. 
1 Refectory* .. 
1 Soap factory. 
2 Slaughter-houses 
7 Steam engines. 
56 Street-washers 
31 Water closet: 


































$33 
5 
87 
145 
3 
290 
15 
313 
27 
51 
28 
382 
1,374 
25 
85 
6 
22 
27 
344 
112 
62 


$3,087 


— 


* Rerxororres shall be charged at such rates as may be determined 


in the discretion of the Croton Aqueduct Board, 
T 


Boe. No.2.) 


TWENTIETH WARD, 


Regular Rents. 


67 Buildings, at... 
629 Goes 
219 i 
448 i 
667 8 
893 e 
597 “ 
299 ¢ 
58 G3 
21 vi 
15 « 
24 e 
14 & 


8 
1 
7 
1 
2 “ 
3 
2 
i 
9 


Churches... . 





3,986 





$268 00 
3,145 00 
1314. 00 
3,136 00 
5,386 09 
8,037 00 
5,970 00 
8,289 00 
636 00 
851 00 
210 00 
860 00 
224 00 
186 00 
18 00 
140 00 
24 00 
50 00 
90 00 
64 00 
65 00 
98 72 


$32,961 72 











99 (Doe. No. 2 


TWENTIETH WARD. 
Extra Rents. 














































58 Bakeries. $285 00 
14 Barbers . 68 00 
217 Bars, at $3 651 00 
204 -“ “ $5.. -- 1,020 00 
32 Baths, “ $3.. 96 00 
4 “ $5.. 70 00 
4 Bottling and soda establishments 75 00 

6 Breweries. arene 155 50 

2 Dyers... 45 00 
2,610 Extra persons. 652 50 
8 Factories. . 410 50 
21 Fountains. tee 147 00 
Horses . +» 1,710 00 

8 Horse-troughs . 40 00 

2 Laundries. 81 50 

1 Packing-house . 30 00 
14 Slaughter-houses.. 242 00 
49 Steam engines.. A 8,465 50 
4 Soap factories . WT 50 

2 Stone dressing. . a 109 00 
551 Street-washers, at $2 1,102 00 
648 Water closets......... 1,286 00 
$11,819 00 


Doe. No. 2.) 100 


TWENTY-FIRST WARD. 


Regular Rents. 


















71 Buildings, at $284 00 
204 Giase 1,020 00 
75 “ 450 00 
194 « 1,858 00 
446 “ 3,568 00 
762 eb 6,858 00 
462 vue 4,620 00 
395 “ 4,345 00 
58 “ 696 00 
60 “ 780 00 
23 ans 322 00 
43 Ho, 645 00 
28 “ 368 00 

4 “ 68 00 

2 & 36 00 

5 ® 100 00 

1 “ 22 00 

m Zh 

fi i 

5 ip 

i in 

fi a 

1 Bins Ste 

11 Churches... 





=r 





101 (Doe. No. 2, 


TWENTY-FIRST WARD. 


Extra Rents. 



















11 Bakeries.......-....« sos0so Apdesoony $69 00 
8 Barbers..... ee 40 00 
127 Bars at $3. 381 00 
LOTR 5... 535 00 
156 Baths at 3. 468 00 
iy Sano 25 00 
1 Brewery... 30 00 
1Dyer.... - 165 00 
800 Extra persons. 200 00 
9 Factories.. + 943 50 
22 Fountains. 235 00 
1,627 00 

5 Horse-trough: 25 00 
3 Hotels. . - 124 00 

1 Packing-house. . 36 00 
12 Slaughter-houses. 186 50 
18 Steam engines. + 1,495 00 
874 Street-washers. 1,748 00 
1,287 Water closets. 2,574 00 
$10,907 00 





Doc. No. 2.) 102 


TWENTY-SECOND WARD. 
Regular Rents. 


54 Buildings, at........ $4 
245 
117 
222 
287 
415 
297 
145 

10 

8 





1 
9 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
s 





e 
‘Go. 
1S 
cs 


$216 
1,225 
702 
1,554 
2,296 
3,735 
2,970. 
1,595 
120 
104 
14 


20 
25 
83 
80 
51 





00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
41 


$14,959 41 


103 (Doe. No. 


TWENTY-SECOND WARD. 


Extra Rents. 





































15 Bakeries. at $54 
1 Barber.. 6 
76 Bars, at $8...... 228 
AB i Shae 240 
2Baths,at 5.. 10 

8 Breweries.... VT 
110 Extra persons Sonne 5 27 
1 Fire risk.. 50 

8 Fountains. 56 
Horses.. 691 

6 Horse-troughs 1 25 

3 Laundries. . 102 

5 Factories 1,252 
14 Slaughter-houses.. 210 
1 Soap factory..... 30 
11 Steam engines*. 880 
114 Street-washers... 5 228) 
114 Water closets........-.--. aiieieeasiiees 228 


$4,495 


i 


00 
00 





% Sreaw ENorses shall be charged by the horse power, as follows, for 
each horse power up to, and not exceeding ten, the sum of ten dollars 
per annum; for each exceeding ten, and not over fifteen, the sum of seven 
dollars and fifty cents each; and for each horse power over fifteen, the 


sum of five dollars. 


Doc. No. 2.) 104 


RECAPITULATION. 
Regular Rents. 





747 Buildings, at $4... spasvapcanse. (PRED WO 
7,209 “ ty cernienses (B6/085i00 
2662 « 15,972 00 
5,112 @ 85,784 00 
8,758 o 70,280 00 

10,502 G 94,518 00 

is 76,830 00 

“ 51,216 00 

2,775 ts 38,300 00 
1,347 i 17,511 00 
187 « 11,018 00 
516 us 7,740 00 
351 i 5,616 00 
162 G 2,754 00 
158 “ 2,754 00 
4 « 76 00 
80 “ 1,600 00 
3 us 68 00 
8 © 66 00 
1 “ 28 00 
18 ‘ 812 00 
34 a 850 00 
6 G 156 00 
7 & 189 00 
2 ig 56 00 

1 “ 29 00 
39 it 1,170 00 
3 “ 96 00 








53,643 $469,012 00 


105 (Doe. No. 2. 


REGULAR ReNTsS—Continued. 
























58,643 amounts brought forward. . 469,012 00 
8 Buildings, at $33.. $99 00 

4 iB 35 140 00 
8 ue 86. 288 00 
2 e 39 78 00 
19 ~ 40. 760 00 
6 ss 42. 210 00 
2 iy 43. 86 00 

5 e 44. 220 00 
2 es 45 90 00 
1 a 46 00 
3 . 144 00 
14 i 700 00 
il a 52 00 
Al Q 54 00 
2 e 112 00 
2 ce 120 00 
i} 65 00 

1 uw 69 00 
at it 70 00 
4 i 300 00 
1 i 80 00 

i & 85 00 

1 ie 88 00 
2 6 180 00 
12 Ma 1,200 00 
1 = 126 00 

1 oh 181 00 
1 oy 200 00 
1 2 250 00 
207 Churches 2,895 38 
53,952 $477,950 38 
— ———— 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Extra Rents. 






































531 Bakeries $3,327 
2 Baptisteries 20 

340 Barbers... 1.671 
2,125 Bars, at $3. 8,175 
2,986 « an 14,930 
954 Baths, 2,862 
407 2,035 
84 Bottling or soda establishments. 910 
60 Breweries 8,224 
11 Conservatories . 106 
22 Distilleries. 2,663 

4 Drove yards 363 

6 Dry docks.. 420 

22 Dyers. 573 
59,274 Extra persons . 14,818 
120 Factories. . - 12,791 
2 Fire risks 100 

10 Fish-stands . 60 
384 Fountains . 38,184 
Horses .... 19,538 

101 Horse-troughs.. 505 
115 Hotels. ! 12,487 
17 Laund 475 
24 Packing-houses . 692 
162 Refectories and saloons. 3,827 
147 Slaughter-houses 3,936 
5 Smoke-houses... 95 

5 Soda fountains. 45 





Amount carried forward............ $113,737 49 
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RECAPITULATION—Oontinued. 












Amount brought forward........... $113,737 49 

41 Soap and candle factories. 1,199 50 
467 Steam engines.......... 27,337 43 
6 Stone dressing establishments. 169 00 
9,867 Street-washers. . . 19,734 00 
11 Sugar refineries... +. 7,793 15 
var dialaland) cae jeccenjer srettettetac 1,000 00 

1. Washing and bathing establishment... 457 75 
10,884 Water closets... 21,668 00 





$193,006 82 


— 
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AMOUNT COLLECTED FROM THE CITY AT LARGE FOR SPECIFIC 
PURPOSES, 


For 97,185,500 brick laid, at 10 cents per M... $9,718 55 
“ 4,793 taps granted 8,998 00 
“ Steamboats supplied 28,226 12 
“ Water supplied to shipping, (by contract.) 12,660 00 
“ 160,271 hogsheads of water supplied to 

licensed street sprinklers..... ....... 4,808 13 
$59,410 80 





Buildings under charge of the several departments of 
the city government, from which no revenue is received, 
and the estimated value of the water supplied, at the rent 
paid by individuals. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


89 Buildings, for educational purposes... - $2,424 00 





FIRE DEPARTMENT. 





111 Buildings for fire apparatus, Ge... 1,870 00 
POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
18 Buildings, as Station-houses, &....... Abs 885 00 


ALMS-HOUSE DEPARTMENT. 
2 Buildings as hospitals and dead-houses.... 2,500 00 








16 a on Blackwell’s Island. 38,000 00 

13 on Randall’s Island... «. 1,500 00 

8 e PCa EO Weaaaieeadnaageed sees. 1,000 00 
MARKETS. 

11 Buildings as public markets, 1,250 00 








Amounf carried forward.. + $13,429 00 
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Amount brought forward... 
IN THE PARK. 


4 Buildings as public offices, &c... 


»- $13,429 00 





335 00 
$13,764 00 





Institutions supplied under resolution of the Common 
Council, without charge: 
House of Refuge on Randall’s Island. $750 00 
New York Hospital .. 











~ SCHEDULE No. 22. 


Exhibiting an Alphabetical List of all the Sewers In the City, with the Date of the Co 
Construction, Size, and Length of the same. 








Nore.—all sewers, bearing date after July 18, 1849, were construeted under the supervision of-this Department; and all prior to 


that date, undor tho Stroct Department. 
AnnreviaTions—EIL, elliptical ; oxg., egg 





japed;; cir, circular; P., Private. 











guest sirot, Between, 


Ta 
in 


eth 
fot, 





July, 1838. .| Anthony: . 
May, 1849..] do.” 


{Centre and Little Water streets 
.|Elm street and Broadway... 


























Aug. “ :|West Broadway and Broadway. 
Oct. Centre and Hm streets. 
“1855, Orange and Centre streets . 
“1842... .| Washington street and bulichead 
Aug. 1850.) :|Washington and Greenwich streets 
May, 1849. .|Ann .|Park row and William street. 
June, “ i «Sixth avenue and Broadway 
Sept. 185 .|Fourth street and Hudson river 
May, 185: ./Fourth street and Greenwich avenue A 
Mar, 1854. . .|Hester street, and 115 feet south 


Grand and Broome streets, 
Division and Grand streets 





May, « 1.| 
Sept. 1855. ‘|Attorney . 








in| 





175 
450, 
$28 
287 
ATO 
275 
170 
825 
2150 
2060 
820 
115 
280 
256 
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“1847. .|Avenue, First .|Bighteenth and Twenty-first streets. | 
April 1849. do. .|Fourteenth and Fifteenth streets. . 
May, “ do. Twenty-sixth and Tiwenty-seventh streets 
Aug. 1850. do. Seventeenth and Highteenth streets. 
ot. 51 do. :|'Twenty-fourth and T'wenty-fifth stre 
5 do. . Twelfth and Thirteenth streets . 
Noy. 1852. do. .|Twenty-cighth and Thirtieth streets — 
Jan. 1840. .| Avenue, Second ‘Tenth and Twenty-second streets . 
We 84 do. ‘Twenty-seeond and Twenty-seventh streets. 
“1849. do. .|Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth streets. 
Sept. do. {|Thirty-fourth and Thirty-sixth streets. 
July, 1850. do. sth and Thir th streets. 
April 1850. do. th and Thirty- third streets 
Aug. 1850, . do. Sixth and Seyenth streets. 
Apl. 1852. do. ./Rwenty-seventh and Twenty-eigl =H 
July, « do, .|Pwenty-eighth and Twenty-1 Pritirateeota (E 
MCh do. .| Twenty-third and Twenty-t pias th streeis—P . 
do. .|Ninth and ‘Tenth streets: 
Aug. 1854. | do. -|Forty-ninth and ae thie streets 
Sept. © .. do. .|Phird and Fourth streets 
July, 185: do. :|Seventh and Nighth street: 
June, 1835. .| Avenue, Third Seventeenth and Twenty-s 
Dec. 1835. . do. 4 Renee eso and Twwenty-sixth streets 
oe Sraeeh do. do. do. 
July, (838. , do. .|Thirteenth and Seventeenth streets . — 
Jan. 1849. do. :/Thirty-second and 'Thirty-third streets Ss 
Sept. © .. do. {|Pwenty-cighth and Thirty-second streets 0: $ 
a Me ath do. .|Thirty-third and Thirty-sixth street: «| 4 1000 oy 
Apl. 1850.. do. .Thirty-sixth and Thirty-cighth streets ex by 48) 455 5! 
Tuly, ©. do. (Phirty-cighth and Forty-second streets: fell. .2 6 by 3.6] 1050 * 
Ce ie do. ;/Rwelfth and Thirteenth streets—P... leir..2 6 260Nie ro 





















































































pagel sroet. Beyer * si yy 
_ mh 
Tune, 1853. .|Avenue, Third . . nth and Fifty-third streets. 5 by 3 4) 1030 
ONG do. 5 ond and Forty-fourth streets. A by 5 492 
Tuly, 18: do. enth streets. 4 by 28} 279 
we" 1854. do. meth and Forty-ninth streets “ « | 1270 
Aug. © do. Pifty-third and Fifty-sixth streets 9 by 8 6] 664 
«1856 do. 7 ‘Seventy-ninth and Highty-fourth streets. 4 by 2.8} 1300 
July, 1837..|Avenue, Fourth . 'T'wentieth and Twenty-second streets ell..3 by 4 500 
do. Eighteenth and Nineteenth streets—P . legg.4 by 28| 220 
do, ‘Twenty-fourth and Twenty-sixth streets ell..4 by 28 
: do. Seventh street, and 318 feet south—P. 8 @ 
Avenue, Fifth. ‘Thirtieth and Thirty-first streets... cir. 4 
don ‘Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth streets. ell..3 by 
do. ‘Thirty-ninth and Fortieth’streets. 4 by 28 
Ayenve, Sixth. mine and Fitth streets. 7 2 by 6 
do. hand Sixteenth streets . 6 
do. teenth and Twentieth streets 4 
« 18 do. Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth str A 
May, 1849 do. ‘Twenty-fourth and Tyventy-seventh streets 4 
Oct. # do. (Whirtieth and Thirty-first streets. by 4 
Sept. 18: do. Fortieth and Forty-third streets , 4 by 28 
June, * do. Thitty-fifth and Thirty-seventh st lell..3 by 4 
«1851 do. ‘Thirty-seventh and Fortieth streets. legg.4 by 28 
Sept. 1850 do, Fortieth and Forty-third streets . « my 
Tune, 1854 do, 'Twventy-ninth and Thirtieth streets. ell.“ 3 
« do. (Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets—P. @ 
Oct. 1855.. do. Forty-eighth and Forty-ninth streets—P . Q (3 
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Mch. 1847, . 
June, 1848. . 


Ang. 1850... 
1851. 


Tuly, 1851. 
Mar. 1852. 





Mch. 1852. . 








‘|Avenue, Tenth 


|Avenue, Seventh. 


do. 
do. 





do. 





Twentieth and Twenty-first streets. 
Fourteenth and Seventeenth streets. 
(Twelfth and Thirteenth streets. 
Porty-sixth and Fitty-first streets . 
ifty-fourth and Fifiy-sixth streots 
IDhirteenth and Fourteenth streets 
(Cwenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth streets, 
[Twenty-third and ‘Twenty-soventh strects. 
\Twenty-seventh and Thirty-first streets 
(Phirty-first and Thirty-fourth streets 
(Phirty-fourth and ‘Thirty-seventh streets 
(Thirty-seyenth and Forty-second streets. 
(wenty-first and ‘Twenty-third streets, 
orty-second and Forty fifth streets. 
Porty-fifth and Forty-seventh streets 
Porty-seventh and Fifty-third streets 
(Chirteenth and Jane streets. 
Pifty-third and Pifty-fourth streets . 
litroy and Bleecker strects . 
Wifty-fourth and Pifty-ninth streets 
Itwenty-third and Thirtieth streets . 
(Thirty-fourth and Thirty-sixth street 
[Mhity-sisth and Forty second streets 
rty-second and Forty-fifth strects. 
‘hari and hhirty-fourth streets. 
Rorty-fifth and Pifly-first streets... 
Wourteenth and Fifteenth streets 
Twenty-third and Twenty.fourth streets. 
Thirty-sixth and Forty-second streets: 
Forty-second and Forty-sixth streets 








































(Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth streets. . 








ess. 


ROCA RS 


cir... 


fo rom oom 


Sook s sR RO 


by 4 


by 4 


Se. 

Gaz 
wen 
om 





eIL 
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ects Street, Between, Sizo. Panath 
hi 

Moh. 1) Avenue, Tenth . .|Thirty-first and Thirty-third streets 500 

Sept. 185: do. .|Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets 280 

«1839. .| Avenue A. .|Bighth and Ninth streets... « 220 

do. {Second and Honston streets. 350 

do. .|Ninth and ‘Tenth streets. 204 

do. Twelfth and Thirteenth streets . 199 

do. .{Chirteenth and Fourtéenth streets. 260 

do. . Sixteenth and Highteenth streets . 480 

do, .|Highteenth and ‘Twenty-seeond streets, Gi 1004 

do, .|Rourteenth and Sixteenth streets. ell. ue 503 

Apl. 1819..]Avenne B - :/Ninth and Tenth streets, ell..3 by 4 150 

Noy. 1851 do. ./Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets 4 by 28] 220 

‘Aug. 185 do. ,{Lenth and Bleventh streets. . “ “« 215 

Oct. 1854 do. {Eleventh and ‘Twelfth streets. G ci 200 

May, 1897. .|Avenue © Fourth and ‘Thirteenth streets., ( cir.5 by 6 | 2230 

{Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets, do. civ 6 by 7 285 

. cond and Fifth streets, cir. 2 by 6 725 

ve do. .|Fifth and Highth streets. i o 720 

Oct. 1851 do. .|Eighth and Tenth streets egg.4 by 28] 480 

«1850 vi .|Jaines and Roosevelt streets. lege.3 7 by 2 5| 325 

Noy. 1847. :|Broadway and Hudson river . lcir..4 650 

July, 1850. '/West Broadway and Hudson s lell..3 by 4 | 809 

Ma .|Eludson and Greenwich streets ue 307 

Oct, 1845. .|Broad‘and Hanover streets. leir 4 615 

bis ,|Hanover and Wall streets. ue ee 325 

Noy. 1845... .{Broadstreet and Broadway. he « 450 
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Apl, 1849. Theatre alley and William street... 
























Oct, 1851. Gold and William streets. 
Apl. 1854. Gold and Pea streets . 

Tune, 1847, . Catmine street and Brondway. 
‘Ang. 1851. Bowery and Broadway. 

May, 1854... Carmine and Christopher 

Tune, 1847. Broadway and Bowery....... 

« "1844, Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets. 
Ang. 1847. Bleventh and Twellth streets. 
Tune, 1849, Grand and Broome streets 
‘Ang. 1852. et Chatham and Walker streets 
Tune, 1853..| do. (cast side)... .|Broome and Rivington streets. 

ng. 1853..| do. « "| ....|Binst and Second streets: 





Ai 
Mch, 1854..| do. 
Ap, © 0.| a6, : 
Tune, 1554..] do. (west side). 


Grand and Walker strec 
Riyington and Stanton streets. 
Bond and Great Jones streets - 









SIL 


























Feb. 1833..|Bridge 2... Whitehall and Broad street. 360 
‘Apl. 1852..| do. Whitehall and State street 295 
‘Aug. 1845. .|Broad East river and Wall street. 1995 
«1837. . [Broadway Fulton and Vesey streets. 225 
Tune, 1844..} do, Twelfth and ‘Thirteenth streets 250 
Cy TEE) Gls Bleecker and Bond streets 260, 
Sept. « <1] do. [Bleecker street, and 150 feet south. 150 
Sune, 1848..] do. .|Cortlandt and Dey streets —P- 275 
col cdos Seventeenth and Wighteenth streets 250 
Nov. 1aia/.] do, 150 fect-s'th of Bleecker, and 152 feet s'th of Houston] 450 
May, 1849..| do. Waverley place and Highth street 4 « 430 8 
June, 1849. do. Ninth and Tenth streets. “ « 250 
Ang. :.|| do. Fulton and Dey streets ts a 26S 
Coie a its Grand and Canal streets. ell..3 6 by 46) 641 * 
Qin t|l dos Amity and Fourth stree ell. 3. by. 4 250) 3S 



































































Bato ot suret. Between, S00, fang 
Apl. 1850, |Broadway . .|Pine and Cedar streets. < | 170 
ng. © ..| do. |Righth and Ninth streets we. 7 by 2 5] 200 
ein Jeena wos :|Rourth street and Washington place . “ “ 285 
Tuly, 1850.) do, .|Grand and Spring streets lell..8 by 4 | 950 
do. «|Bleventh street, and 175 feet nor “ «| 1 

Mch. do, :|Canal and White streets lege.4 by 28) 536 
e do. «|Spring and Houston str “ “ 72 
Nov. do. «|Branklin street, and 94 feet south « «| 100 
Apl. do. + |Porty-fourth and Forty. ell. « | 480 
« do. Dwenty-fifth and Twent “ “ 233 
Sept. do. “ « | 194 
Feb. 1855..|_ do. ‘|Porty-third and Forty-fourth streets 300 
Aug. [Barclay “/College place and Broadway 850 
May, | College place and Greenwich street— 200 
‘Api. an Greenwich street and Hudson river. 600 
“ :|Broome ‘Laurens and ‘Thompson streets . 250 
Sept. “ <.| do. and Hudson... .|Canal street, and 100 fect west of Varick 675 
Aug. 1849. ens |Varick, and 70 fect cast. . 120 
w a |Cotumbia street and Wast river 1580 
Laurens and Wooster streets. 250 
May, 1854 Grosby street: and Broadway . 124 
oy -|Crosby and Elm streets, . 200 
Tune, 1852 */Greene street and Broadway 400 
Meh. 1853 colnabie anckmlaciaesteets “ = | 3100 
May, “ Sullivan and Vatick streets. . « « | 330 
‘Aug. 1839. «|Front street and bullshead, 5 815 
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fay, 1847. do. . {Front and Pearl streets . oir 4 425 
Mech. 1853. .|Bayard -|Orange street and Bowery vlell.-4 by 28) 905 
do. -|Bowery and Chrystie streets . Sie « 278 
Barrow . [Bleecker street, and 250 feet west. « Ke Pi 
Bank |Bactory street and Hudson river: “ « | 9015 
Bedford :|Carmine and Leroy streets. « © }) 9985 
do, :|Groye and Leroy streets. 780 
.}Canal ‘Hudson river id Centr 4500 
Carlisle .|Washington and West streets. 250 
Carmine «|Clarkson street and Sixth avenue. 1100 
Cedar :/Drinity place and Hudson riv 850 
do. 3 do. Nassau street: 350 
Tune, 1849, do. «|Nassan and Pearl streets. 1000 
Tuly, 1838. .|Centre :|Canal and Grand streets; 800 
e fe Canal and Peatl streets. 1420 45 
«|City Hall place and ‘Try iso 
.|@rand and Broome streets. 450 
./Duane and Chambers streets . 343 
:|Eudson river and Greenwich street . 
.|Greenwich street and Broadway 2550 
,|Broadway, eastwardly.. 
‘|Court house and Cenire street... 207 
é do. :|Greenwich street and Broadway—P. 1406 
Tune, 1847. .|Charlton : n street and Hudson river 925 
© "1854. 0. Hndson and Maedongal streets . 103 
1848. .|Chatham Tames and Mott streets. 200 © 
Sept. «§ - do, «|Pearl and Roosevelt streets. 160 8 
Tuly, 1851.) do. {Pearl and North William streets . 815 
Oct. 1850.) do. Pryon row and North William street . 65 5S 
May, 1852..| do. :|Mulberry and Roosevelt streets. 150 * 
Auge at do. .|Mott street and Bowery... Bia oak) 




































































































= 

amtoot street. Betra. So Yenath 
a 

‘Mch. 1850. .|Chureh, . Park place and Barclay street by 3 | 218 

Tune, 1822. . |Clarkeon Carmine street: and Hudson river. by 6 7| 1630 

Tuly, 1847. .|O1it Fulton and Beekman streets 270 

Sept. 1850. .| Clit Frankfort and Hague streets: T by 25) 120 

Tune, 1843. Broadway and Hudson river 1230 

Cortlandt alley Walker and Canal streets by 4 | 250 

Crosby Houston and Howard streets « | 2306 

Cross . Pearl and Duane streets. 4 250 

Pearl and Orange streets lell..4 by 28) 415 

[Stanton and Rivington streets. lege 328 

Rivington street, and 200 feet soutl eo 225 

Duane and Chambers streets Cs 200 

Duane and Pearl streets. «4 374 

ww | Be 

Walker and Bayard streets lel 450 

Roosevelt street, and 150 feet south —P egg. 150 

Sept. 1853 {Roosevelt street and Franklin squar «& 350 

Tune, 1855 {Catharine and Market streets ... lll. 600 

Tuly, 1852. Greenwich avenue and North river. «4 2804 

pete Houston and Sfinton streets. « 380 

Christopher |Greenwich avenue and North + 4 3020 

Catharine ‘ast river and Division street . «6 1670 

Sheriff street and Bast river ir 4 6 1580 

{Sheriff and Essex streets . lege.8 by 4 6) 2000 

Bowery and Hssex street lege. by 2 8| 1640 

Franklin square and Eas el 685 
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Sept. 1847. 
May, 1849 


Tune, 1849 


Oct. 1850 
Tune, 1851 
“Apl. 1852. 
Sept “ 
Tune, 1855 
May, 1849. . |B 
Tune, “ 


do. 
Meh. 1853, . Elizabeth . 
Tis SLR do. 
Mch. 1854. . do. 
Sept. “« 1.) do. 
Apl. 1855.. do. 
Tune, 1854. .|Eldridge 
Noy, 1855. do. 






























. |Hester street and No. 23 . 
. (Hester and_Grand streets. 


Greenwich street and Broadway . 
\Jefferson and Suffolk streets. 
[Suffolk and Clinton streets . 
Clinton and Gouverneur streets 
(Chatham square and Allen street 
Ludlow and Rutgers streets. 
‘Ludlow and Orchard streets. 
‘lm street: and Broadway .. 
Cross strect and City Hall place. 
Broadway and West Broadway 
[fudson street and do. 

river 


Hudson and Varick streets . 
Anthony and Pear! streets 
Reade and 

Ghani sual EIbwareatrests 
Broome and Spring streets 
‘Anthony and Leonard stre 
Howard and Grand streets 
Kéreenwieh strest and ‘Trinity pace 
New and Broad streets =P 
iam and Hanover—P.. 
Will anal Brod etvets 
No. 226 to Houston street. 
‘Bleecker and Houston streets. 
Grand and Prince streets. 
‘Honston and Prince streets. 
(Grand and Hester streets. 







































Gity Hall place and Chatham street. 





by 4 
Hs 


by 2 
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Qaeet aioe, Babes size 

Apl, 1855. .|Bssex....... .|Grand and Hester streets. ... 

«" «last: Broadway. : Jefferson and Montgomery streets. 

Tune, “ ..|Blizabeth. :|Hlester and Walker streets “ “ 
Apl. 1847. .|Ferry .|Gold and Pearl streets . cir..3 by 6 
Tune, 1850... |Rletcher -|Pearl and Water streets ell. .2 6 by 39 
Apl. 1854, .|Porsyth {Stanton and Honston strect hy 28) 
Oct. - do. .|Division and Walker streets . © ci 
Tuly,1856..| do. ..|Hester street, and 75 feet nortl 

Tune, 1848. .|IFrankfort . |Jaeoh and Nassan streets 

Sept. 1850 lo. [Jacob and Cliff streets. 5 
Tuly, 1838. .|Franklin . [Orange and Bln streets . 

Tune, 185) do. |Chapel street and Broadway. 8) 
May, 185 do. {Bim do. do. 3 8 
Sept.1854..| do. : {Hudson street and riy 

May, 1847. .|Pulton assau street and Wast tive 

Nov. 1849 «|Nassan street and Broadivay. 

Meh, 185 -|Greenwich street and Broadway 8) 
uly, 185: -|West street and bullshead, (wood) 

Sept. 185: .|Peck slip and Beckman street. 8 
«1848 .|Rerry and Spruce streets . 

May, 1850. do. ;|Platt street and Maiden lane. 8 
Tuly, 185 . :|Berry and Frankfort streets 8 
“ « Spruce and Fulton streets... 

‘Apl. 1822. Tlismapeon and Wrobeten eects. 

© 1845. .|Bowery and Centre streets. 
Ang, 1846... ; Sullivan and Varick streets 





(BON 000 


Oct. 1851.. 
Apl. 1852. 
Tune, © 


April1go5.. 


Tune, 1849 
Aug. 1853 
Oct. 1849. 
Sept. 1850. . 
July, 1851. 
N 








Sept. 1845. 
«1847. 
~Nov. © | 
Tune, 1848. . 


Noy. 1849 
<oduly, 1850 
‘Api. 1851.. 
Sept. © 1 
Apl. 1852. 
Sept. 
Mar., 185: 








Greenwich . 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do, 
do. 
do. 








.|Bowery and Chrystie. . 
:|Crosby and Blm’ streets. 
.|Essex and Suffolk streets. 
.|Suffolk and Ridge streets. 
.|Ghrystie and Allen streets. 
.|Greene and Wooster streets, 
.|Bast river and Lewjs street. 
.|Mercer street and Broadway. 
-/Broadway and Bowery 
-|Fourth street and Hudson river 
.|Fourth street and Waverley place . 
«|Ulinton place and Waverley place . 
.|Canal and Houston streets. 
.{Houston and Bleecker streets 
. Edgar and Rector streets 
.|Fulton and Vesey streets 
{Barclay and Vesey streets. 
.|Fulton and Dey streets . 

.|Morris street and Battery pl 
.|Cortlandt street, and 125 feet north 





| Albany and Reetor streets, 
:/Morris and Bdgar streets 

[Beach and Hnbert streets 
«|Warren and Murray 


.|Jay and Warren streets, 
{Spring and Vandam streets, 





Jane and Horatio streets. 





ects 
anal and Spring streets, 








‘andam and Charlton streets 





Cortlandt and Liberty streets 
«(Murray and Barelay streets... 









































by 4 


by 4 
by 28) 
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palerot Street. Botyroen, Sie, Leng 
ae 
-|Gouyernenr slip .|Front street and bulkhead. . . fell. 4 by 2 8} 260 
Greenwich avenue, ...../|Twelfth strect and Sixth avenue ‘ell: 4 py 8 | 1445 
.-|Grove .|Bleecker and Bedford streets. q fe by 2.8 350 
May, 188). Hester .|Essex and Suffolk streets. lor. 4 500 
Tune, 1851..| do. Centre and Orange streets. egg.4 by 28) 255 
Oct. do. Bowery and Chrystie streets. aise, « 225 
Apl. 185: do. ./Essex and Eldridge streets. fell. a 910 
Mech. 185: do. .|Borsyth and Eldridge streets. “« @ 226 
9) do. .|Orange and Mott streets. we 3 450 
©" 1855.4| do, :|Blizabeth and Mott strects “ “ 240 
Ang. 1845. |Houston .|East river and Pitt street. cir. 5 2000 
Apl. 1846. do. .|Avenne A and — do, z oS 1470 
Noy. 1849, do. e fonnay, and Mulberry street. ell..3 0 by 4 547 
Suly, 1 Gs do. < Greene street. lege.4 by 28] 492 
Tune, 1852..| do, ‘Wicvoag cand Mtatbo ry street. lel. | ak 
Tuly, 1850. [owara ‘|Croshy street, and Broadway. lel..3 by 4 | 275 
«"" 1851..|_ do. ‘|Groshy and Elm strects. ‘log:4 by 2 8} 200 
Aug. 1856 .|Horatio .|Eighth avenue, and Hud: iver. jell. x 2212 
Hubert. Hudson street and Hudson river icir..4 925, 
Oct. 1850. .!Hudson ./Thomas and Jay streets. . lege-5 by 34) 150 
Apl. 18 I. do. .|Clarkson and Leroy streets. lege.4 by 28) 300 
May, 1852.:| do. ‘|Leroy and Moxton streets ell. «| 300 
Tune, 1855..| do. .|Dominick and Broome streets we Ws 220 
Oct. © do. .|Bank and Hammond streets “ a 196 
8 .|Henry -|Butgers and Se streets. “ G 374 
Aug. 1852..] do. ‘IClinton “ « | 403 
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ae 1849. o 


Tuly, 1848, | 


ue, 1844 


5 do. 
Leonard... 














Hammond . 
[Hamilton 
[Hamers 





Lafayette place. 
do. 


do. 
do. 

do. 

Libert 
aoe 
do. 

Lionel 
Lispenard « 
| do. 

| do. 

{Lumber 
|Leroy 
do. 











.|Clinton and Montgomery streets. 
‘|Market and Birmingham streets . 
*|Greenwich avenue and North rive 
Catharine and Market streets 
Houston street and Hudson river 
+ Sixteenth and Nineteenth street 
«Bast ri 
«|Hludson street and Hudson river 
./Bighth avenue and Hudson street 
«West street and new bulkhead . 
-|/Eiudson 
«|Past river and Division street 
* [Pear 
{Frankfort and Ferry streets 
‘|Pourth and Bighth streets. 

‘|Rourth and Great Jones streets 
./Bim and Gentre streets... 
-|Gentre and Orange streets. 


-[Browdivay and West Broadway 


:|Church street, and opposite 





















rand Chatham street . 





t and Hudson river 








street and Broadway 


Chapel street, and 144 feet east 





«|Erinity place and Hudson river. 
«Nassau street and Broadway. 
!/Broadw: vay and Trinity place . 
{| Nassau street and Maiden lane | 
«Church and Chapel streets. 


Church street and Broadway. 
|Reetor and Edgar streets—1 
{|Hudson street, and 300. fect ens 
«|Eindson street and Hudson river 
{Broome and Grand stzeeta..... 











by 3 
by 4 


by 2 
by 4 
by 4 


26 by 3 


by 2 
6 by 1 
by 2 


a 


mo 





500 


8eL 
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ae Stroot, Botweon. Tonath 

i 
Dee. 1852. .|Canal street, and 250 feet north 4 285 
4 .|Bleeeker and Amity streets « 440 
. do. Spring streets “« 1309 
Lexington avenue. Twenty-second and ‘Twenty-cighth strec 4 1570 
do ./Rwonty-eighth and ‘Phirtioth streets. 3 525 
‘|Phirtieth and ‘Thirty-second streets. ut 525 
‘|Phirty-second and ‘Thirty-sixth streets ey 110 
‘|Phirty-cighth and Forty-second streets, . 3 907 
pl .|Phirty.sixth and Thirty-cighth streets ,. 4 450 
‘Mch. 1847, «| Bast river and Broadway ir. 5 2200 
May, 1844. }Canal and Grand streats. - 58 520 
Oct. 1845. ‘|Washington place and Highth street—P ir 2 6} 410 
Sane, 1851, [Bleecker and Flouston streets ‘4 8] 340 
« 2. .|Grand end Spring streets. . be 938 
{/Bleeckw: and Amity streets 495 
|Spring and Prince streets . 440 
‘Meh. 1854. ‘}Prince and Houston streets 427 
Feb. 1842. | Washington street and bulkhead 225 
Nov. 184 “ do, ~  Broadway—P 550 
July, 1847 Broadway and Hudson rive 1820 
1850. :|Amity street and 160 feet nor 130 
Tune, 1854. :|Bleecker and Amity strev 467 
Oct. .|Houston and Spring streets 1100 
oe ; do. _ Bleecker strects—P 400 
Sept. 1851. :|Prince and Houston streets 550 
Apl. 1853. -|Grand and Hester streets. . 390 
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as 


June, 1854... do. 
























Monroe 
Market. 
Minetta lane . 
«1847. .|Nassau. 
Tuly, 1848. 
May, 1849..| do. 








do. 
Ang.1852..| do. 
‘Ang. 1834, .|New 





Dee. 1845..| do. 
Meh. 1854. :|North Mf 
Sept. 1821. .|Oak 





. Hester street, and 212 feet south 
:/Chatham and Bayard streets. 
‘|Grand and Prince street 
‘| Hludson street, and 300 feet east 
{|Prince street, northerly 
‘}Pell and Walker strects 


‘|Grand and Honston streets 
‘|Hester and Walker sti 
‘|Pwenty-cighth and Thirty-th 


{.|Dwenty-third and Twenty-fifth streets. 
«| Thirt 
‘|Roosevelt and James streets. 
{)Rutgers and Jefferson street 
‘|Rutgers street, and to No. 175 Madison 
+|Oliver and Market streets 

‘|Market and Birmingham streets 
«| Teffe 






‘|Carmine and Minetta streets . 







.|Cedar and Wall streets 
.|Maiden lane and John street 
JE 


‘] Etudson stiaatand iver 





























do. Chatham street: 


Trventy-flth and 'Twenty-eighth streets, 
'Thirty-third and Thirty-seventh streets . 








seventh and Thirty-cighth streets. 


on and Rutgers streets. 
n street and Wast river 





Maiden lane and Liberty street. 
John and Fulton streets: 
in and Beekman streets . 


lange’ plaee and Beaver street, 
Wall street—P 








.{Oliver and Roosevelt stree! 





‘Jett. 


cir. 


Jose. 
‘len. 


seit. 


‘Jel. 
‘Jeir 





A by 28) 
4 
3 by 4 
4 by28 
4 by 28] 
3 by 4 
4 

by 28 
6 

by 28 





Ag ty ail 


SOL 
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gape steet, Buon. sie, | gh 
ar ws 

Nov. 1848 Chestnut and Roosevelt streets 3 by 4 | 180 

Tune, 185 Oliver and Catharine street: 4 by28| 196 

Tune, 1847 Bast river and Pear! street leir 4 800 

ew do. Madison street. “ 1125 

Aug. 1851 South and Water streets—P « « | 200 

«1850 Chatham and Cross streets. legg.4 by 28] 450 

Walker and dost ee “ « | 1120 

do, Grand streets lell..4 by 2 8| 690 

Broadway and Church streets. lell.-2 by 3 | 450 

Bast river and Pearl street 5 by 4 | 640 

Nassauand Pearl streets 3 by4 | 950 

do, Broadway ell..3 by 4 | 360 

William and Pearl streets—P. é AP 620 

Broad and Whitehall strects cir 360 

Maiden Lane and Wall street . « « | 500 

Platt and John streets—P. “ « | 150 

Wm and Chatham streets eir..5 1000 

Platt and Fletcher streets —P 3 by4 | 170 

May, 1849 Broadway and Him street . ir. 440 

Tue,“ Pulton and Beckman streets « « | 260 

“ Broad street and Coenties alley leeg.4 by 28} 400 

Apl 1 State and Whitehall streets. ell 365 

“ erry and Frankfort streets. “ «© |) aie 

May, 1851. .|Prince Grosby and Marion streets. leeg.4 by 28| 160 

Sept. do. Marion and Mulberry streets «| aor 

Oct. © | do. Broadway and Greene streets . « « | 400 
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961 




























| Thompson and do. 
do. 

























do. j Macdougal streets, 
Perry ‘|Greenwich ayenue and Hudson river . 
Pitt ‘[Detancey and Rivington streets. 
Reade {lm street and Broadway . 
Rector :|Prinity place and Hudson river 


Rutgers + ast river and Division street: 
i «Sheriff street and East riv 
«Intersection of Sheriff street—P 
«Sheriff and Clinton streets. 
.|Clinton streot: and Bowery. 
.|Chatham street and Hast riy 
. |Jefferson and Clinton streets . 
«|Rifteenth and Sixteenth streets 





Roosevelt. 
Rutgers place 
Rutherford place 
Renwick 

















{Canal and Spring streets... a 
Ridge. ‘| Hoastonand Stanton atiect iS 
./South William .|Broad and William streets. re 
Spruce, »|Nassau and Gold streets 
. |Stanton :|Mangin street and Bast river. i 
Mangin and Pitt streets, Jeir 4 6 1700 
-,Sutblk do vjell..4 6 by 3 6| 1000 
.| do. Bowery. | 38) by 4 | 2200 
./Whitehall and. . ein. 1250 
“| do Broad street. Aap ret 400 
-|Hranover and do. wjell..3 by 4 | 600 
-|Grand and Division strrets | 4 byd os0 
{Thompson and Greene streets 4 by28| 630 § 
| do. Sullivan streets . # « 237 
i /Mulberry and Mott streets | ae “ 212) 1S 
‘Ang. 1846, ,|Sullivan Canal and Grand streets. . -Jeir. 4. 330 * 
May, 1853..| do. .|Grand and Broome streets. 4 by28} 500 





















































































(ee Street. Between. Sixo. ares 
fin fe in| 

Sullivan, [Prince and Houston streets. 4 28) 542 

do. Bleceker and ang “ «| 350 

Thomas . West Broadway and Hndson s leg. « 1 300 

do. + Church street—| I5 by 4 | 500 

Canal and Broome streets... ‘6 975 

Bleccker street, and No. 219 lell..4 by 28] 298 

0. Broome 3 by 4 | 1809 

agar street, and 130 feet feet couth—P “ “ 130 

Greenwich and ‘Temple streets. ell..4 by 28) 443 

Greenwich avenue and Hudson river “ «| 29335 

Broome and Canal streets A [64d 

do, and100 feet south lege.4 by 28] il 

z Broome and Spring streets . « “ 414 

Sept.1845.. (Greenwich street and Hudson river lell..8 by 4 | 675 

May, 1854. Broadway. lell..4 by 28) 920 

Mar. 1852. (Ganallnnnt Henson ates “ “ AG 

‘Aug. & Frankfort and Pearl streots, “ «| 575 

July, 1838. Centre and Elm streets... ell..3 by 4 | 200 

Oct, 1846. West Broadway and, Church street “ “ 425 

Cortlandt-alley and Broadway. “ “ 115 

Church street and “ lege.4 by 28| 477 

hm street and Cortlandt alley “ « 190 

Beaver street and Dast riv 4 by5 | 700 

Mch. 1846. . Broad and New streets. cir 4 200 

ee Broad and William streets “ “ 420 

Tune, 1848... Nev street and Broadway BS .38 by 4 | 125 
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831 







Suly, 1 
STurie, 18: 


‘Ang. 1850.. 


Tuly, 1846 
Aug. & 

Tuly, 1838 
Surie, 1847 
Apl. 1819 


July, 1854. 





Aug. 1850.. 


Oct, * 


Oct. 1851 
May, 1854 


Aug. 1852. 























Warren . 
do. 
Washington p 
Water 
do. 
do. 
do, 
Waverley place. 
do. 


do. 
| West Broadway 
do. 





do. 
do. : 

West Washington place 
do. do 


White 
| do. 


| do, 
Whitehall . 





do. 
| William 





‘Washington. 










Brondway and West Broadway 
Greenwich street and do. 
Mercer and Greene streets, 
Burling slip and Pletcher street . 
Maiden Lane and Wall street . 
Old slip and Gouyerneur lane—P 
Fulton and Beckman streets 
Wifth aud Sixth avenues. . 
Pifth avenue and Broadway 
Sixth avenue and Grove street 
Thomas aud Canal streets 
Warren and Murray streets. 
Duane and Thomas streets. 
/Duane and Reade streets . 
Sixth avenue and Macdongal street. 
“ Barrow street. 
Tim and Centre streets 
|Chapel and Church streets 
Broadway and do. 
Pearl street and Bast river 
State street and Bowling Gree 
Maiden lane and John street. 
Frankfort and Chatham streets. 
Fulton and Beckman streets 
John and Fulton streets. . 
Exchange place and Wall street. 
Liberty and Cedar streets 
Exchange place and Beaver 
‘Sprace and Frankfort streets 
Rrankfort and Duane streets 
[Battery place and Morris street 



















































by 25) 
by 28 
hy 4 
hy 3 6| 
by 28) 
by 4 
by 28) 
by 25) 
by 2 8 
eir..4 
by 4 
4 by 28) 
leiv. 4 
legg.2 by 3 6 
legg.3 7 by 2 5 
cir 3 
legg.4 by 2g 
ell..4 by 28 





800 


1000 


1200 


240 
226 


550 


621 
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Date of 
Contract. 


Betweon. 


Length 
in feet, 





Tune, 185: 


Mech. 1 


Appl. 1849. 


Apl 1 


Aug. 


Apl. 1851. 
Oct. 1853. 


Nov. 184: 


‘Apl. 1847, 


.|Morris and Rector streets , 
-|Chariton and Sp 
-|Rector and Car 







-/Canal and Houston st 





«| Bast 
Bowery and do. 

;/Mangin street and Hast ri 
»|Macdong: 
«Avenue D 
./Avennes B and G. 


. [Lafayette place aud Maedougal-street 
«Avenues C aud D... 


[Bowery and Avenue B 





ig streets , 





Leroy and Ch 


Avenue A, and 50 fect west of First avenue 
Bowery and First avenue 
er and Avenue A. 










1 strect and Sixth avenue 
id bullshead.. 





do. Cand D. 










{| Proy and Jane streets 
.|Avennes A and C 








do. _ Lafayette place 


do. Cand D. 














comes. 


is 














cee a 2 
"Rimi SINS coho Rol Fe eo 















686 
480 
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08st 





Fine, 184 a3 





Oct. 


Nov. 1845. 
Oct. 1850. . 
Sept. 1853... 
ape 184... 


June, 1847... 


:JAvenues 0 and D 


‘/Avenue Sixth and Univ 











Avenue D and bulkhead. . 
«A and 50 fect west of Ii 
« Wirst and Avenue B. 
« D and East river. 





Cand B 
«Second and Third. 
« — First and Second 
« ~ First and B 


« —D and Hast river 
« KandC. 
«Fifth and Sixth, 
fth and Broad: 
«Third and A. 
«  D and Hast river 
« Fourth and Broadway: 
“Cand 234 feet b 

* Gand D 








[Broadway and 
Paioarigestenl ores ayo: 
‘Avenues Third and A. . 
«~ Third and Fourth . 
“  Aand 0...,. 
“ — Sixth and Broadway 





“ First and A 





































1s 
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ertoot reat. Faso: sie Tangth 
ffs 

Tune, 1848. .|Tenth .|Avenues First and Second . lal. 3 4 750 

Oct. 1849..| do. -| Second and Fourth. “ « | 1199 

May, 1850..| do. “  G,and Dry Dock street . 2 by 34) 403 

Feb. 1844. .|Bleventh . “Second and Third . cir..3 700 

Dee. 1845, .| do. “— Rifth and Sixth. lell..3 by 4 | 1000 

Sept. 1846..| do. Hitt, and University place « « | "550 

Tune,1847..| do. ee Clan dUAtean aes cir 4 1460 

Aug. 1847..| do. ahs tin, and Bowery. ell..3 by 4 | 520 

July, 1849..| do. .|Brondway and University place « « D75 

do. |, % and Highty-fourth street, west G “ 84 

Oct. « ..) do. | Avennes Sixth and Seventh. . red 860 

Aug. 1850..| do. “~ G, and Dry Dock street :2 by 26) 442 

Sept. 1851.) do. “ A and First. ‘4 by 28] 710 

Meh. 1852. | do. Al aie « 55 

Apl. 1835. ./Pwelfth ‘Javenue Sixth and Broadway 4 2000 

Mch. 1842..| do. “Third, and Bowery 12.6 625 

Tune, 1847..| do. “Second, and Sixth. 14 2670 

Noy. 1850..| do. «  G, and Dry Dock street. 186 by 28) 440 

« h, and Seventh. . eA by 28) 820 

Hos th, and Wooster street. . 7.3 by 4 | 1550 

University pl 22 by 3 | 760 

-|Avenne Third, and 3 by4 | 615 

Avenues Sixth and Bighth . 24 by 39) 1750 

“Second and A 37 by 2 5| 1336 

« “Aand 0... ‘4 by 2 8| 1416 

“Second and Third —P. a7 650 
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G&L 










Tuly, 1848 
Sept, 


Tune, 185! 


«1852 
Tuly, 1853 
Oct. 1844 
Mch. 1843 
May, 18 
Nov. 1848 














“Iser enteenth, 





Broadway and University place « 
Avenues ‘Third and Fourth . 


‘Tenth, and Hudson street. 
Sixth, and Union place 


Eighth and Tenth . 
First, and Kast rivei 
Sixth and Bighth 
First and Second: 
‘Penth, and Hudson river 
‘Third and Second—P 
B and ©. 

6, and Bast river 
Sixth, and 400 feet east—P 
‘Third, and Irving place 
Sixth, and Union place 
Second and Third 
First and Second . 
Dighth and Ninth. 
Sixth and Seventh 
Aand 0. 
First and Second . 
Seventh and Wighth . 
‘Third, and Irving placo—P 
h, and Union place 
Fourth and Irving place . 
‘Third, and 








«Rutherford place . 


‘A, and Livingston place 
‘A, and Hast river. 
Sixth and Seventh . 





Fourth, and Irving place... 


































Ss 
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coatract. Stroet, Dotoreon, Toneth 
‘ 
ae 
Avenue ‘Dhird, and Inving place 3 by £475 
Sixth, and Union place 4 25 
“— Fourtif, amd Broadvva; 18 by 4 
Avenues Second and Third . lege 8 4 by 4 6 
Aug. 1850, “” Binat and Second leee.4 by 28 
Mb, 1851. “Sixth and Seventh onaae 
pl 1851 «  Aand First... «4 
"1839 “Sixth, and Union place al..3 by 4 
Tan, 1840 “Second, and bulkhead 8 by 6 
Tune, 1847 “Ninth and Bleyenth . 5 by 4 
Sept. 1849 “° Phird, and Irving place ‘3 by 4 
Apl, 18 “Fourth, and Broadway ged ty 2.8 
“Fourth, and Inving place . i. 2 
“ — Second'and. Third, “ “ 
Meh, 1853 “Seventh and Ninth 4 by 28 
Tune, © “ ‘Penth, and Hudson river 5 by4 
May, 18 « Sixth and Seventh 4 by 28 
Dec. 1835 « Second, and Bloomingdale road. 4 
Meh, 1815  — Sisth and Seventh 18 by 4 
‘Aug. 1846. « h and Broadway y 
Apl. 1849 “Bight and Eleventh. 146 
Mar. 1850 First and Second . 18 by 4 
#1852 “Seventh and Highth en 
Tune, 185 “  Firstand A... 4 by 28 
18 “‘Penth and Eleventh—P «oun 
Oct. 1836. . [Twentieth “ Bighth, and Hudson river’. 23 by 4 
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PSL 


May, 1838, 


Sune, 1848 
Mch. 1851 
May, 18 

ORES! 


Tuly, 1848. . 
Oct.’ 1849. . 


Apl. 18 








Sept. 1847. 






















“ Sixth and Seventh . 
Second and Third 
“Fourth, and Broad 
“« Pifth, and “ 
« ‘Third, and Irving place, 
«Bist and S 
“Fifth and Si 
« ‘S, and near Birst avenue. 
“ Fifth and Seventh 
“ Second and Third. 
“  Pourth, and Broadway, 
“First and Second 
Seventh and ighth 
«  Bighth, and Hudson ¥ 
“Third and Lexington 
“ Second and Fourth 
“ —‘Pifth and Highth 
i -Besoad, and east 
“— Wighth and Hudson 
« Fourth, and Brondway—P 
Tntersection of Second avenue. 
‘400 feet west of Tenth ayenue and Hudson ri 
Avenue Fourth and Lexington 
«Broadway. 





A 











“Fifth, and Hudson river............-. 


“ — Texington and Hast river, 
“ ‘Penth, and 350 feet west— 





do. 
Twenty-fourth . 





Ayenues Madison and Lexington. . 


























cir. 4 
lcl..B by 4 

















4 by28 
by 4 
ir 8 6 
ell..5 by & 
land 3 by 4 
ll..4 by 5 
lel: 4 by 2 8) 
w8 by 4 


gel 
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Caen Stroot. Between, Sizo, hes 
Tk 
Sept. 1846. .|Twenty-fourth Avenue Sixth, and Broadway 925 
Noy. 1 do. Sixth and Bighth . « | 1730 
Apl. 1847 do. “Second and ‘Third . 650 
Tune, 1848 do, “ Second, and Kast river 1400 
Taly, 1 “Tenth, and 475 feet east: 490 
Nov. 1837 Tex adison 980 
Oct. 1846 ; 660 
Nov « «Sixth and Highth 1725 
May, 1 “ Second, and Bast river . a « | 1300 
Tune, 1 « ‘Third and Lexington’ v4 by 28] 423 
“Sixth, and 50 feet west of Broadway—P.. .|eir 4 920 
Apl. 18 “ nth, and 370 feet west of pk ‘avenue,| us 480 
Tune, 18: « Ninth, and Hudson river all, .“ « | 1740 
May, 18: “Sixth and Madison by 4 | 1150 
Apl. 1847 “ mirth and Lexingt 525 
Oct. 1846 “ ‘Sixth and Highth « | 1700 
Sune, 1847 “Second and Kast river « « | 1995 
“Second and Third, « i 300 
“ i ot ‘ “« 350 
“  Bighth and Ninth. legg.3 7 by 2 5] — 850- 
“ Second and Third . ege.4 by 28) 3d8 
«Fourth and Madison, ell..4 by 28) 407 
“ ‘Third and Lexington. « fe 438 
*  Pighth and Ninth age « 530 
May, 18: Hudson river, and 130 feet east of « | 1145 
Tune, 1846 hiwesty seventh Avenue Fourth and Madison 500 
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98st 


Oct. 
June, 1850 
«1851 





Sept. 1852. 


Tuly, 1846. 
Aug, 1848 
Dee. 1848 
Tune, 1850 
01 








Tuly, 1851 








do. fe 
|Twenty-cighth. 
do. : 


do. 









do. 
do. 
do. 








Fourth and Lexington . 
‘Fifth and Madison 
Second and First. 
Second and Third. 
Third and Lexington 
Sisth and Bighth . 
‘Tenth and Hudson river 
Fighth and Ninth... 
Fourth and Lexington . 
Fourth and Madison. 
Seventh and Eighth . 
Sixth and Seventh 
Madison and Broadway 
Second, and East river, 
«and Third—P 
‘Phird and Lexington 
Sixth and Broadway. 
Fourth and Madison. 
Bighth and Broadway . 
Bighth and Ninth, 
‘Tenth and Hudson river. 
Fifth and Madison 
Second and Third . 
Fourth and Lexingt 
Fifth, and near Broadway 
‘Third and Lexington 
Ninth and Tenth. . 
Madison, and Broadway 
Righth, and be 
Highth and Ninth... 
‘Phird and Lexington 























ell... 
ell... 
ess: 
cir . 


ell. . 
cir. 











woe 


= 
g 

1 

erp 





L&T 
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Gntaen Stroot, Botween, Sie fee 
om 

Tuly, 1850... Avenues Fourth and Madison. G by 39] 395 

Aug. 1850. Lexington . Bby 36) 437 

Meh. 1852 Ninth ana Tenth by 4 167 

« “ — Birst and Second— by 28| 590 

July, 1856 “Tenth, and Hudson river . a tent 

«1847. |Thirty-first “Madison, aud Broadway 1080 

Oct, 1849. “Sixth and « by 4 | 186 

reg a “ ‘Ninth and Tenth 900 

Mar. 1850. “‘Wighth and Ninth. by 3 | 860 

Tune, 1850. « — ‘Phird and Lexington 6 by 39} 400 

Apl. 1851 “  Bighth and Seventh . by 28] 815 

ae “ — Pourth and Madison. « AVS 

Mar. 1852 “Fourth and Lexington , « 431 

May, 1852 “ Sixth and Seventh @ 900 

Oct. 1854 “Second and ‘Third . “ “ 730 

“Sixth and Highth . leiv..4 1730 

“ Sixth, and Broadway € in 425 

“ ‘Third and Lexington 5 by 4 | 500 

«Fourth and Lexington . 4 500 

“ — Wifth and Madison ell..4 by 28] 390 

“ Ninth and Tenth “ « 778 

« — Righth and Ninth. by 28] 650 

“  Fonrth and Madison. « « 350 

do, “ Second and Third . “ « 600 

Tune, 1848. .|Thirty-third «Sixth and Righth. leir..4 1750 

Teor lesa) as «Second and Third . by 4 | 680 
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8éL 


May, 1850. 
Tune, 1851. 
Meh. 1852... 


Ang. “ 
‘Meh. 1854 
May, “ 





‘Apl 1855. 


Juve, 1847. 


Jan. 1849... 


Nov. “ 


Mar. 1850. . 


May, 
Sept. “ 


1854, . 
Tuly, 1848... 
Tune, 1851. . 
Sept. 1851. 
Apl. 1852. . 





‘Aug. “ 
Tune, 1853 
July, 1853 





Tune, 1851. , 


Oct. 


June, 1855. . 


‘Ang. 1852. 


Tl ity Haat 
&. 














Fifth and Sixth, 
Fifth and Madison 
Ninth and Tenth, 
Fourth and Madison—P_ 
Third and Lexington .... 
Kighth, and 250 “feet east of Ninth avenue. 
Second, and Bast river 

















Seventh and Bighth Tete 4 
Sceond, and Rast riv 8 
Ninth and Tenth, . cir .4 
Seventh, and Broadway . « 

ie eee 
Yourth and 4 
Bighth and ell. 
Filth and Sixth. “ 
Fifth and Madison—P age 
Highth, and Broadway Join 4 
Filth and Sixth lege. 
Second and Thir Al 
Fourth and Madison cell. .4 
Bighth and Ninth. Ae ge 
















Ninth and Tenth 
Second, and East river 
Fourth and Lexington 
Eighth and Tenth . 
Second and Third 
Bighth and Seventh 
Fourth and Madison 
Vifth and Sixth 
Fifth and Madison ; 
Lexington and Fourth 














by 







o_o 





6eT 
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eal Streot, Botwaon, Size. taper 
a 

Aug. 1850.. -[Ehickgsorenth = Avonues Highth and Ninth. ell. 700 
Oct do. Wifth and Madison cee. ii u 2a] as5 
Tune, * <1) do. «— Rifth and Sisth . ell..8 by 4 875 
Apl. 1851..] do. « Ninth, and 375 feet west ee by 28} 425 
Sopt.1851..] do. “  Wighth and Seventh . « oh 820 
Oct. © 1.) do. “— Sixth and Broadway. « « 215 
Noy. * ..) do. “Second and ‘Third . te a 600 
May, 1853. . “Seventh and 75 fect ens EME 255 
Tune, «Fourth and Madison... oe 395 
Tuly, 18 “Tenth, and 275 feet west of Eleventh ave. eae 1175 
18 “Ninth and Tenth. . 490 
Apl. 185 “ Sixth and Highth . 1650 
May, « do, «Fifth and Sixth. 870 
Oct. 1852 . « — Fighth, and 250 feet west . ell. .« & 300 
Mar. 1853 do, “Second, and 84 fect east of Third ave. « i] pga 
June, do, “ Ninth and Tenth cs ts 905 
« « do. Second and Third. « w 582 
“ G do, «Fifth, and 320 feet east « 520 
Tuly, 1850 s “Second and Third. by 5 700 
« "1851 “  Highth, and 350 feet by 28} 400 
Aug, 1851 “Fifth and Madison i 600 
May, « “Sixth and Witth.. tn 870 
Mar. 1852 “Sixth and Eighth - 4 by 28] 1270 
Oct. « “Third and Lexington. a Gi 398 
Mar. 1853 «  Fourthand lell..4 by 3 360 
Apl, 1853. “—‘Wighth and Ninth... 4 by 28} 900 
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May, 1853. do, 
Tan, 1849. .[Portieth 
Meh. 1892, do. 

do. 


s| do. 
Apl. 1852. .|Forty-first 
do. 
Meh. 1853. do. 
July, © do, 
Tuite, 1854. 
ey 
Porty-second 


& 


: do. 
..|Forty-third 
‘) do. 


Apl. 














sf do. : 
Tune, 1854. |Forty-seventh . 


Ninth and Tenth. 
Sixth and Highth 
‘Third and Lexington’. 
Fourth and 
Second and Third 
Bighth and Ninth 
Sixth and Highth 
Fourth and Lexin; 
Third and 
Second and Third .. 





ngton 


Tenth, and 100 feet west of Ninth aye. 





Ninth, and Hudson x 
Bleventh and Twelfth . 
‘Third and Lexington « 
Fourthand *  - 
Fifth and Sixth... 
Bighth and Ninth 
Seventh and Bighth 
Sixth and Broadway 
Bighth and Ninth.. 
‘Third, and 200 fect east of Sixth ave 
Sixth'and Broadway . 
Tenth, and Hudson river 
Ninth and Tenth, 
Bighth and Ninth. 
Sixth and Bighth 
Wighth and Soventh, 
Fifth and Seventh. 
Bleventh and Twelfth . 
Ninth and Tenth. 
Bighth and Ninth. 
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toot sirest. Between. size, | Feng 
hi hl 

Sept. 1856. .|Forty-seventh . Avenue Ninth, and 312 feet west 4" by 28) 375 

.|Forty-eighth ‘Avenues Highth and Ninth . leee.4 by 28) 450 

do. : Eleventh and Twelf ell. « 750 

do. “ Qighth and Ninth. “ “ 450 

do. “Fifth and Sixth—P “ “ 720 

ido. ; “ ‘Bighth, and 491 feet cast “ “ 500 

‘|Borty-ninth « Broadway ‘leeg.4 by 28) 565 

do. ‘ “ Sisthand Seventh, “ « 950 

do. “ Second and Bast river . 9 by 8 6| 1386 

do. “ ‘Dhird and Lexington 4 by 28} 490 

do. “  Pifth and Sixth—P...... “ “ 940 

.|Fiftieth “ — Bighth and 350 feet east . “ “ 44 

+ iyi “Third and Fourth ..... “ « | 1073 

: “ Ninth and river “ « | 2700 

“ Second and Thii “ “ 600 

: Pity tina c « “ 9 by 86 70 

Bs “  Wighth, and 70 feet west of Broadway...) 4 by 28] 581 

Bites Bath 4 Bighth and Broadway lege.5 by 34) 658 

“  Seventhand 4 by 28) 268 

Tune, # oe “Third and Fourth « 910 

Tune, 1854. .|Seventy-ninth . “ ~ Wifth and East river. py 3-4] | 499 

June, 1853..|One hundred « eighteenth| “ Third and Harlem river...........+++ by 2 §| 2850 

Total length in fect.......00s..eeeeeesee @ eae 682,494 


(3 *ON ‘000 


ras 
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Total length of sewers constructed to December 3ist, 1855, 129 miles 
and 1,374 feet. 


Including 74 miles and 462 feet built undor the direction of this 
Department. 


It also includes the following sewers which have been rebuilt in conse= 
quence of defects in their original construction : 


Avenue Second, between Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 














streets... sees PAT feet 
Chambers street, “ Greenwich street and Broadway. 1406 « 
Oliver street, South and Water 200 
Rivington street, at intersection of Sheriff 123 # 
1,976 * 
Built by this Department in 1856, nine and one third 
miles, (see schedule 14,) inclusive of the following sewer 
rebuilt : P 
Eighth street, between Fifth and Sixth avenues......... 1,050 feet. 
‘Miles. Feet. 
Total to 1856 3 Behe Batu 1,374 
rae cals ci 9 1,760 
138 3,134 
Deduct for those rebuilt............. 3,026 


138 108 
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APPENDIX. 


PETITION OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE CROTON AQUEDUCT DEPARTMEN''. 


Qnoroy; Aquenucr Dzpannwexr, 
Tannary 6th, 1857. 
To the Honorable the Legislature 
of the State of New York: 


‘The Commisioners of the Croton Aqueduct Department, in bebalf of 
the Corporation of the city of New York, again present their account for 
the Croton water furnished to the State Prison at Sing Sing, during the 
six years commencing on the first day of May, 1801, and to terminate on 
the first day of May, 1867. 

The account, as it stood last year, with interest charged there- 
on, in pursuance of law, (and which is hereunto annexed.) 
amounted to... . 88/137 50 





As the bill, which was passed by the Senate for the payment 
of that account, reached the house too late in the session to 
be acted on, there isnow to be charged for one year's in- 
terest on the principal sum of $7,000 






There is due by the State to the city. 
‘The first section of the bill now presented provides for its payment, 


‘The second section proposes terms for a future supply, drawn in lan- 
guage so explicit, that it is impossible it should be misunderstood. Its 
results will also be in favor of the state, as the bill of last year intended, 
and invests the Comptroller with a similar power of arrangement, in con- 
junction with the Croton Aqueduct Board. Some arrangement which 
may enable the Comptroller and the department to arrive at definite con- 
clusions as to the amount due for the year, when the money is to be paid, 
is indispensable. 

12 
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On the 20th of September, 1855, the assistant engineer of this depart- 
ment reported, that he had guaged the prison reservoir, and that the sup- 
ply was 166,320 gallons for twenty-four hours. His successor in office 
reported, on the 18th of December, 1856, that the supply was 166,200 
gallons per day of twenty-four hours. So near a perfect uniformity of 
consumption in different years, is unusual. - 

One hundred and sixty-six thonsand three hundred and twenty 

gallons per day, is fifty-one millions five hundred and fifty- 

nine thousand two hundred gallons for three hundred and ten 

days,and which at one cent per one hundred gallons, is 

$5,155 92, and at % of one cent, is. $3,866 94 
Difference in favor of the state from the price charged by ordi- 

nance of the Corporation, to the largest water takers in the 

Gitytolt Acts tranny mbaloe seTL anal sth neste cio $1,288 98 
One hundred and sixty-six.thousand two hundred gallons per 

day, is fifty-one millions five hundred and twenty-two thou- 

sand gallons for three hundred and ten days, and which at 

one cent per one hundred gallons, is $5,152 20, and at 34 

of one cent, is... 












$3,864 15 
And at this per diem calculation, the difference in favor of the 

state, i $1,288 05 

‘The diminution of the supply at the last report was thirty-seven thou- 
sand two hundred gallons per annum, which, at one cent, is $3 72, and 
at 3% of a cent, $2 79. 

The first report of the assistant engineer of this department, stated the 
prisoners at about 1,050, the steam engines at seven, with the wash and 
other rooms using the water, and that an engine of one hundred horse 
power, to drive sixty-four gangs of saws, was then being erected. 








‘The second report is in similar terms, and that the one hundred horse 
power engine, used for about a year alter the first report was made had 
been discontinued, and a forty horse power engine replaced by one of 
thirty. 

‘These statements re made only for the purpose of exhibiting the num- 
ber of consumers which the reservoir supports with water. ‘The guages 
of the prison reservoir give the indications of the quantity used, and if 
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they are correct, no difficulty can arise in ascertaining the actual supply. 
If any difference or disagreement shall arise, the Comptroller and the 
Board, possessing the power conferred by the bill, can apply a remedy 
by any better or safer mode of measuring the water that may be found, 


‘The annual payments are to be made on the first of September, allow- 
ing four months to guage the reservoir, and ascertain the quantity used. 
In the remaining eight months of the year there will be no necessity to 
examine the supply, the settlement for the year being final after payment 
is made at the time appointed, 


‘The relinquishment provided for in the bill of twenty-five per cent., 
from the price paid by other water takers, is stated above. It is sup- 
posed that there is no probability that, under any change of the means 
of consumption which may oceur in the prison, the sums saved by the 
state will be less than one thousand two hundred dollars a year on the 
price to be paid; and that the further relinquishment of fifty-five days’ 
consumption for ten hundred and fifty prisoners, will, in all likelihood, 
cover any reduced supply which, under any but extraordinary circum- 
stances, may possibly take place during any part of the eight months in 
which the reservoir may not be guaged. The prisoners must have water 
on Sundays and holidays, as well as working days, but the bill makes no 
charge for that supply. ‘These great and permanent advantages, these 
most liberal, and even generous terms, are offered to the state, from an 
anxious desire to dispose of a subject of long standing, the final payment 
of the debt due by the state to the city, and also to settle the lowest 
price for a future supply to the prison which can be offered. 





‘As the price named in the bill, and the terms which it offers are in con- 
travention of the ordinances of the Corporation fixing every supply above 
ten thousand gallons per day, at one cent per hundred gallons, it is neces- 
sary that the department should submit the act to the Common Council 
for its approbation. ‘The third section provides for the confirmation of 
the contract, which is proposed to the state by the Croton Aqueduct 
Board. 


M. VAN SOHAIOK, President. 
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AN ACT 


70 PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF |THE WATER FURNISHED TO TIT ‘STATE 
PRISON AT SING SING, BY THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK, AND TO SETTLE THE TERMS OF A FUTURE SUPPLY. 


The People of the State of New York represented in Senate and ‘Assembly, 
do enact as follows « 


Sxc. 1, The Comptroller shall pay to the Register of the Groton 
Aqueduct Department eight thousand six, liundred and twenty-seven dol. 
lars and fifty cents in full, for the Croton; water furaished to the State 
Prison at Sing Sing, by the Corporation of the:city of New York, from 
the first day of May, 1851, and to be furnished until: the first day of 
May, 1857. 


22. The Comptroller shall’ establish, in’ conjunction with the Croton 
Aqneduct Board, as occasion’ may require, a just and equitable mode of 
ascertaining the quantity of water whicli may be used in said prison, dar- 
ing the year commencing on the first day of May, 1857, and for every 
Year thereafter in which the prison is furnished with Croton water; and 
shall’ pay, on the first day of September in every year, to the register of 
said department, for the quantity which it is found may be used in said 
prison during each year, at and after the rate of three quarters of one ceut 
for every one hundred gallons. For the purpose of making the calcula- 
tion of the quantity used, the water shall be guaged on an ordinary work- 
ing day or days, or measured, as may be agreed on between the Comp- 
troller and the Board, and the account shall be exclusive of Sundays and 
holidays, for which, fifty-five days shall be deducted from the ordinary 
year of three hundred and sixty-five days. 


49. ‘This act shall take effect immediately after the consent thereto of 
the Corporation of the city of New York, officially transmitted to the 
Comptroller 
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1b the Honorable the Legistature 
of the State of New York + 
‘The petition of thé Commissioners of the Croton Aqueduct Depart- 
ment of the city of New York, respectfully represents : 


That your petitioners, on behalf of the Corporation of the city of New 
‘York, claim payment of the following account for Croton water far- 
nished to the State Prison at Sing Sing: 

Inspectors of the State Prison at Sing Sing, 4 

To the city of New York, by Croton Aqueduct Department, “Dz. 
T 


S 


Croton water furnished per contract, from May 1, 1851, to 
May 1,185 
Interest, four years, at seven per cent 
Groton water, from May 1, 1852, to May 1, 1853. 
Interest, three years, at seven per cent 
Groton water, ftom May 1, 1853, to May 1, 1854. 
Interest, two years. at seven per cent...... 
Groton water, from May1, 1654, to May 1, 18 
Tnterest, one year, at seven per cent... 
(Croton water is always payable in advance, and due on 
the first day of May in each year.) 
“ Groton water, from May 1, 1855, to May 1,1856........ 1,250 00 


Account, dated May 1, 18: $6,485 00 


To this bill there will, of right, have to be added interest to 
May'1, 1856, if the account is then paid, one year, on $5,750, 



























sent to the Comptroller. 








atseven per cen! 402 50 
‘Also, one year’s supply, from May, 1836, 1,250 00 
$8,137 50 
— 


‘The sum of six thousand four hundred and eighty-five dollars was, in 
the opinion of the Board, a righteous claim on the state in behalf of the 
Corporation of this city, at the time when the bill was rendered, and will, on 
the first of May next, with equal justice, be augmented to eight thousand 
one‘hundred and thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 
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‘Your petitioners represent, that permission to enter into the aqueduct 
and supply the prison with water, was given by the department by virtue 
of the report of a Committee, and the resolution of the Common Council, 
approved by the Mayor, April 14th, 1846, of which the following is a 
copy: i 

“The Committee of the Croton Aqueduct, to whom was referred the 
annexed communication from the President of the Water Board, relative 
to the supply of water for the State Prison at Sing Sing, respectfully 


REPORT: 


“That the application of the Tnspectors of the State Prison at Sing Sing, 
to be furnished with water for the term of fifteen years, at the yearly rent 
of seven hundred and fifty dollars per annum, has been considered by them 
deliberately, and with every desire to extend the usual liberality of the 
city to the state; but in view of the long time asked for, they feel that 
they would not be doing that justice to those who may be called to sue- 
ceed them in the legislation of the city, when taking in prospect the ex- 
ceeding low price at present named for the privilege, and the value of the 
grant of so large a quantity of water, when every successive year makes 
this grant, as the city extends its limits, more and more valuable, were 
they to bind their successors and the city for so Iong a time. 

“Without taking up the time of the Common Council, by setting forth 
the manifold reasons against the length of time asked for, they content 
thomsolves by offaring for your consideration, the following resolution : 


« Resolved, That the President of the Water Board be, and he is here- 
by authorized to make a contract with the Inspectors of the State Prison 
at Sing Sing, to supply the said prison with Croton water from the Croton 
Aqueduct, to the extent of thirty thousand gallons per diem, for the term 
of five years, commencing during the year 1846, at the rate of seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars per annum, payable always in advance; with the 
privilege of five years from the expiration of the first above-named term, 
at the vate of one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars per annum, pay- 
able as before-mentioned, and with the further understanding, that the 
mode of tapping the Aqueduct shall’be prescribed by John B. Je 
Chief Engineer of the Croton Aqueduct Works, or some person desig- 
nated by him, either of whom shall superintend and direct such work} or 
such other person as the Water Board may direct.” 
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‘The Commissioners further represent, that the part of the account 
which is footed by the sum of six thousand four hundred and eighty-five 
dollars, was sent to the Comptroller, for payment, in Aprillast. That 
officer, in his letter to this department, August 30th, 1855, declined pay- 
ment of any bigber sum than seven hundred and fifty dollars a year for 
the whole time embraced in that account, and would, under that form of 
settlement, allow interest as the law directed. Referring to a settlement 
made in 1850; up to the Ist of May, 1851, at the rate of seven hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum, he says: “The receipt given refers to a 
contract. ‘The law of 1845, chap. 335, authorized the agent to procure 
‘a supply of water from the Croton Aqueduct by a contract with the 
Common Council of the city of New York, on such terms and conditions 
as should be sanctioned by the Goyernor and Comptroller of the State.” 
“Tam willing to assame, from the fact that the voucher given by Mr. 
Hance to the agent referred to previously in this letter, was audited by 
the then Comptroller, that the payment of seven hundred and fifty dollars 
per annum was thus sanctioned, and for the purpose of settling the pres- 
ent account, and willing to recognize it as still in force.” 





“Tf you have any other evidence that a new contract was made and 
sanctioned by the Governor and Comptroller, as above-mentioned, for 
one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars per annum, I will pay that 
amount ; but, unless such a one does exist, I cannot, consistent with my 
views of the duty of the Comptroller, under chap. 501, of the Jaws of 
1855, pay more than the seven hundred and fifty dollars per annum.” 


In this manner the Comptroller rejects the charges in the account, so 
fur as they exceed seven hundred and fifty dollars per annum, because a 
written contract was not exhibited. If a contract so formal hnd been 
executed, it must have existed in the archives of the state.as well as in 
the office of this department. Not being found, the conclusion is inevi- 
table, that the resolution of the Corporation is the only authori 
the question can be determined. Judging from experience in aifui 
may be reasonably supposed, that after the agent and inspectors had ob- 
tained the liberty to enter into the aqueduct, they forgot, or did not deem 
it necessary to take the trouble, to present the terms agreed to by the 
resolution of the Common Council, to the Governor and Comptroller and 
procure their sanction, as the act of 1845 requires, and came down to the 
office to obtain a formal contract. If either of them had applied for the 
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purpose, it is certain that it could ouly have heen’ executed on the terms 
prescribed in the resolution. ‘This department gave every facility to the 
agent of the prison by acting on the resolution without delay, and Mr. 
Coffin, the then President, may not have supposed that a state law ex- 
isted of such a character as would require him and his successors to pro- 
duce a written contract, signed; sealed and delivered, to enable them to 
procure payment from the state for water furnished at less than half its 
value; and he may have considered, as in other eases yery properly, that 
entering into the aqueduct and taking of the water after the price and 
terms had been prescribed by the resolution, was_a sufficient contract, it 
being the established routine of the department to give information as to 
prices, and to transact the business of collecting the rents in the office. 


‘A more perfeet knowledge of the case may be obtained by a review of 
the facts and circumstances attending the commencement and progress of 
the application from the inspectors and agents, 





It will be seen by the report and resolution of the Committee to whom 
the subject had been referred, that the inspectors desired to procure a 
supply of thirty thousand gallons a day, for fifteen years, at seven hun- 
dred andififty dollars per annum, ‘The Committee object to the time 
asked for by the inspectors, on account of thie extreme lowness of the 
price, In their resolution, they agree to the quantity asked for; they 
limit the time to ten years, and fix the price at seven hundred and fifty 
dollars for five years, and one thousand two hundred fifty dollars for five 
years thereafter, payable in advance. ‘This was the contract on the part 
of the Corporation of the city of New Yor That this was the con- 
tract, aecepted aud acted upon as well by the inspectors of the prison, as 
by the Croton Water Department, admits of no question. Without this 
contract, no action could, at that period, have been pursued to supply the 
prison, The price of the water and the quantity required, had been the 
subjects of negotiation in the water office, between the agent or inspectors 
of the prison and Mr. Coffin, the President, and one of the Gommis- 
sioners of the Board, commencing in July, 1845. Several letters passed, 
and several interviews were had in the Croton office with the agent, or 
ae of the inspectors of the prison. ‘They were anxious to get permission 
to tap the aqueduct; one of the Commissioners of the Croton Aque- 
act objected that the price ought not to be less than one thousand 
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five hundred dollars a year. ‘The resolution of the Corporation settled all 
questions. Can there be a doubt now that the agent:and inspectors were 
made acquainted with the result of their application, either by being fur- 
nished in the office with a copy of the resolution, or by its being trans- 
mitted to them by mail. Were they permitted to enter the aqueduct, 
and take the water, and furnished with a stop-cock, without knowing 
what they were to pay for their supply of water? Did they apply to the 
Board or the Corporation for terms, and receive no answer? ‘That the 
agreement was perfect, so far as the obligations of the city are involved, 
cannot be questioned ; that it was understood by the agent and inspectors 
is equally certain, and the Comptroller cays, that the law of 1845 author- 
ized the agent to make a contract. Did that law require that a written 
contract should be entered into? It was the duty of the state officers, 
charged with the business, to procure such a contract. Its non-existence 
is evidence that it was never applied for in the form of a written docu- 
ment. 


The department has fulfilled the contract on the part of the Corpora: 
tion in good faith, and now demand no more than a just performance on 
the part of the state, being persuaded and confident that the omission of 
the state officers to procure'a written contract, if that be the requirement 
of the act, cannot he charged against the Corporation in abatement of; 
their just claims, Moreover, after the decease of Mr. Coffin, the inspee- 
tors were furnished by Mr. Van Schaick, then President, in a dunning 
letter for payment of back rents, dated November 1, 1848, with a. copy 

* of the resolution of the Common Council, granting the supply of thirty 
thousand gallons, and affixing the two prices for the two terms of five 
years. All these particulars were in a note clearly restated, in the same 
letter. A statement of the prices and terms, (the object being as before, 
to obtain payment.) was also giyen to the agent by the then President, 
Nicholas Dean, in 1852. He had effected the settlement to which the 

* Comptroller refers, in 1850, up to May 1, 1851, at seven hnndred and fifty 
ollars a year, in conformity to the resolution or contraet of the Corpo- 
ration, and was then urging the agent of the prison to make payment for 
the last year of the first term for seven hundred and fifty dollars, and for 
the first year of the Jast term at one thousand two hundred and fifty 
dollars. 
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Without the power to coerce the officers of the state to any form of 
punctuality in their payments, and equally without any authority to com- 
pel their attendance to execute a contract, if that had been our duty, we 
have patiently pursued the line of rectitude in carrying out the engage- 
ments of the Corporation in the face of the most vexatious disregard of 
justice and propriety toward the rights of the Corporation. 


‘As this review of the case must have rendered the conclusion certain 
that no contract, agreement or bargain was ever made or put into execu- 
tion at seven hundred and fifty dollars a year, for the term of ten years, 
therefore, in the event that the legislature should not consider the prices 
affixed by the Corporation, with the attending circumstances, and the 
talking of the water as forming a sufficient contract, and that no contract 
was made in fact, then the common rules of law, justice and tight, would 
intervene and authorize this department to charge, and would require the 
state to pay, for all the water consumed in the prison since May 1, 1851. 
‘The result which such a decision would produce will be seen in a caleu_ 
lation herein contained, exhibiting a saving to the state of eleven thou- 
sand dollars, by the fidelity and forbearance with which the department 
has continued the supply and exeeuted the terms of the grant or contract 
on the part of the Corporation, and that would then be the eum now fairly 
to be paid, in addition to that which the department claims to be'due 
under the resolution, the prison having been supplied, as the officers of 
this department are convinced by the report of their engineer, with more 
than three times the quantity of water yearly, for which the state 
is charged in their account. 


In the absence of any new arrangement, and in pursuance of an ordi- 
nance of the Common Council, the price of the water furnished to the 
State Prison, to take effect ou and after the Istof May, 1857, will be one 
cent for every one hundred gallons, delivered to the prison. From the 
report of our engineer of two examinations made in September last, and 
a guage of the prison reservoir, it was ascertained that the prison con- 
sumed one hundred and sixty-six thousand three hundred and twenty New 
York standard gallons daily. ‘This quantity was furnished to the male and 
female prisons, kitchens, washing rooms, hospital, agent's house, é&e,. 
the population being about one thousand and fifty persons, Seven steam 
engines were then in operation, for manufacturing purposes, and one of 
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one hundred horse power, for driving sixty-four gangs of saws, for sawing 
marble, &c., was being erected, 


‘Though the prison consumes water on Sundays and holidays, and in 
that respect differs from factories'which use water for steam engines, yet, 
estimating the year at only three hundred days, the prison was then being 
supplied with forty-nine millions cight hundred and ninety-six thousand 
gallons a year, which, at one cent per one hundred gallons, is four thou= 
sand nine hundred and eighty-nine dollars and sixty cents, being the sum 
of the lowest price which the ordinance requires to be changed by meter. 
This sum will become payable on the Ist of May, 1857, subject to any 
such alteration in the amount as on a re-examination, at the proper pe- 
riod, may indicate to be required by the actual consumption. When the 
engine of one hundred horse power shall be brought into operation, the 
consumption will be largely increased, and it may be presumed that. the 
advantages afforded by the use of the Croton water will cause the eree- 
tion of additional engines. One of the large establishments in this city 
paid, the last year, three thousand nine hundred and thirty-seven dollars 
and seventy-nine cents, aid another paid four thousand five hundred and 
fifty-four dollars and seventy-seven cents. Tn a few years, when the prison 
will probably take the whole quantity which the prison reservoir will 
contain, viz., two hundred and forty-four thousand three hundred and 
twenty-eight gallons, then the cost will be at one cent for one hundred 
gallons, and three hundred days to the year, seven thousand three hundred 
and twenty-nine dollars and eighty-four cents a year. 





From the report made by our engineer, it may be safely inferred that 
the prison, instead of being supplied with only thirty thousand gallons a 
ay, hus been actually taking at least one hundred thousand gallons a day, 
on an average, during the whole period of time since the Ist of May, 
1851. ‘This inference corresponds, as to the quantity which the prison 
would require, with the estimate represented to the Commissioners, by 
Mr, John Bigelow, an inspector of the prison, in his letter of November 
30th, 1845, as the quantity which the inspectors desired to secure. 


A calculation, founded upon this basis, furnishes the following result : 
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One hundred thousand gallons a day, for three hundred days 
to the year, for six years, gives one hundred and eighty 
millions of gallons, which, at one cent per one hundred gal- 
Tons, is.. 





18,000 00° 


Deduct the sum of the price due by the state for the same 
period, under the resolution of the Common Council...... 7,000 00 


Gain to the state, besides the allowance to the prison of 
sixty-five days every year, for perhaps one thousand con- 
$11,000 00 











In any form in which the subject may be considered, the liberality of 
the Common Council in fixing the price at seven hundred and filty dol- 
lars, and .at twelve hundred and fifty dollars, covering a period of ten 
years, will appear conspicuously. 

‘The whole eubject is now presented to your Honorable Body for a 
final settlement of the ten years contained in the contract of the Corpora- 
tion, that such decision may be made thereon as right and justice demands 
from the supreme power of the state, 

‘To avoid frequent repetitions of the extreme delay, vexations and loss 
of time which have, with"@eference to the interests of the state, been en- 
countered by the Croton Board in this case, arising out of a want of an- 
nual appropriations for this specific object, and for the purpose of obviat- 
ing the inconvenience of collisions in future, it has become necessary that 
a method should be adopted by which the Croton Aqueduct Department 
may be placed in a condition to procure payment in advance every year 
of their bill for the water furnished to the State Prison at Sing Sing. ‘To 
suchan arrangement the attention of your Honorable Body is respectful- 
ly requested, as well as to a provision for the payment of their bill as now 
presented. 





MYNDERT VAN SCHAICK, President, 
February, 1856. 


DOCUMENT No. 3. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY 5, 1857. 


The following Annual Report of the Public Administra- 
tor was received, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

D. Tt. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





Pousiic ApMINIsTRATOR’s OFFICE, 
New York, January 5, 1857. 
To the Honorable the Common Council 
of the city of New York: 
GenTLeMEN:—In compliance with the requisitions of 
the Revised Statutes of the State of New York, and the 
Laws and Ordinances of the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the city of New York, I hereby submit a state- 
ment ‘of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Bureau of 
the Public Administrator, from the first day of January, 
1856, to the thirty-first day of December, 1856. 
PETER B. SWEENY, 
Public Administrator. 
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: piteriteaees ett evil med arom | 248% | amount | Dato of Letter of 
% x Ne Sic ataymulins ordebte | .of,, |distrited) Adminsiation, 
Occurarion tine of death, jones . 
‘dail 
Maurieo Doyle « (Gentleman .......|At Sea. vevees/Ang. 15, 1851. 









Noy. 18, * 
s7a.|Deo. 24, _ 
1472'85| June 24, 1850. 
May 16, 1849, 
May 29, 
June 19, 1853. 











Hugh Roborts,. 
Alois Bablman 
Tames Ridgway 
Eugen Grausset, 
George O. Lams 
Mary Condy or 


Rigger . «Sag Harbor... 
SCfbonettanatker...c3|New Yorke... 
Carpenter 
++.|Merehant - 







20 ]ouisianas..0.2001|New Orlenns. 
Central America., .|Central America. 
|Waterford, Ireland|[reland 


















David Collin New York ar. 19,* 
Leopold Col do. fel was 
Morgan Miles. . do | 150 00 


Richard Cobden. soveee At som, 
|New York .. 
| do.. 
Motthaven 
New York 
Jersey City... 
Africa... 

{|New York. 
S| ao. 





feces 38\Juno 11, 1858. b9 
Noy. 17, 1858, 


-|Unknown... 
Henry ‘Turpin, |fron-worker 
Hotiry Burke..........|Carponter 
Marcus Oppenticimer .. Grocer 
‘Thomas Gray :|Unknowa 
John L. H. MeCracl 
Elizabeth Laforge 
Benedict H. Mule 
Samuel K. Whitmore. 
William B. Gilmore. .| Merchant 
Henry Dieckmeyor.....|Grocsr . 
John Dunham . +--|Colored 
Newman Hall... ...../Seaman 
Francis MeGnirle...0.:| Tailors... > 
-Hyacinthe Van Damme) Merchant. 
Lewis Nieschl +|Grocer « 
William Eberwein, o1 
‘Adolph Eberwein....|Engincer . 













“30°65 





Dee. 9, 1853. 
Dec. 29, 
is Feb. 7, 1854. 
UI |Mar, 3) 
219 G0|\Dee. 29, 1853. 
















ingland . 
Mags. ... 
Hanover. 











‘April 3, 1854. 
K Mar.15, “ 
(3842 26Apl. 21, « 

Apred, 
{uy « 





Hanover. 









































Germany 









-|Board’g-housek’r..)New York .... April 20, 1854. 






















Engineer. le sao Newfoundiand .: May 22; « 
Boatman .........|New Orleans. roland... May 1, « 
David Scott... New York Scotland. May 22, 


Catharine Garter, June 29, 1854, 

D Jane 29, * 
Sept. 6, 
Aug, 29,“ 


alJuly 24, © 





+/Quarantine 
|New York ... 
do. 

dows. 















Georg 
Morits Klein 
Thomas Wrig! 

Wightzon. . 
Mar. 
Mary Gonrl 








Scotland... 
(California « 
Ireland. 






Sept.12, « 
Oct. 30, « 
JAug. 29, « 

























































Bridget Hi ccBed do... [eeneas ce 
William igging..-2 1; ‘ ao. WScceetid iy 8.5 | cole 
‘Andrew Dousherty ..:.| do « -| Aspinwall ++) Aspinw: «4 
William O’Connell....|Weigher Now Yor x Oct. 6, 
John M. Camp.... ....|Blacksarith........|Mexieo Mexico. q Aug, 29, « 
Margaret Cussidy .....|Servant....-...+.|Now York +» Irelands ss... a ie 
‘Timothy Dacy.... ..:. {Laborer i Panama ses... % & 
Prosper Larry... 1... Professor...e.00.+ Branco... sees. Oct. 20, «© 
Frederick Mittlege....|Grocer -...... Prussia. : May 29, « 


{|Housekeeper ......! 
=| Broker. 
*|Iearmer 


Margaret West. 
John Burford. 222. 
Gottleib Schaffer, 
George H. Krite.... 
Benoit Gattin 
Michael freon. 
Jacob Stutz, 
Susan Mills 
John Lundin...) 


Sept. 8, « 
Oct. 2, 
Oct: 28, « 


30 70) 71 50), ept.27, 
68 00| 106 50).......]Oct. 20, 


od Oct. 9, 






England. 
Gortnany 
Hanover. 
Branco 
California... 
France. 

























Martha Anderson “-../Mantua maker 5 00) Oct. 20, « 
Richard H Budd....../Surgeon . do England... 271 46) Nov. 28, « 
John O'Connor......5.|Mariner ... At son. Bo oe Hesse Dec. 58, « 








+|New York 
1 do. 





‘Thomas Green........| Fireman 


° sfireland, 
Mary Webb ..........! Widow... 


Oct. 28, « 
+++-{Pennsyl 


Oct. 28, 
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Aug. 29, 1854. 
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Elizabeth Ely Now York. Treland. 113 13 103 15|Nov.1, 
Kord, Olmstedt At soa. Hanover. ‘| 1158) Eaeeecy (ee nit 
Margaret Robertson [Marine Hospital...|Scotlind........| 9 13|.......|1788 99| 1637 02/Doo. 20, « 
Henry V. Keith.......|Morehant » Washington Tors'y| Washington ‘Ter.|.... 817 68 Noy. 16, “ 
John Donchoe Parmer . .- [At sea. treland sees 443 06) 355 03) S7 50)... |Dec. 20, ** 
Mary Devanoy Storekeeper. New Orlean: Louisiana 192'13Deo, 8, 





Widow ....065.5.:|Now York. : 
|Quarantino Hospit. Norway. 
‘Quarantine Wirter! 
Pennsylvani 

Baltimore. 
England... 
Galveston « 
Ward’s Islan 
T/New York... 


Tang Lamfald. 
Tames Peterson ; 
William Bach .. 
Martin Hannon. 
Tames Sul 
Patrick Mart 
Tohn Cole 
Edward Leonar 
Henry Hanson 











|Mar. 10, 1855. 
Dec. 22, 1854. 
Nov. 28, 
| Fan. 26, 1855. 
Jan. 10, * 


|Dee. 20, 1854. 






Wheelsman. Connecticut, 














-G. C.W..Wrerekmeiste:| Wood sawyer « Q0...e.0..0.+-|Gormany: ° ‘eb. 20, 1844. 
Henry Wintor ....,..|Clork..ceissese00s] doves cl. beeaesbdad Jon. 15, 1855. 
‘Vietorine C. Porrin....|Milliner Atson..... fow York ...... lan. 26, 






Feb. 5, 


roland. 
‘Vermont. 





New York. 
do... 


Farrell «2002.24.58 
William Connell 
Niols Berentaor, or Win. 




























Nelson . Marine Hospital. .|Norway.. 4 Feb, 22, « 
Nicholas D. Now York... | sesefApril 8) 
Lawrence Pann do ; 2.|Beb. 2, 
‘Thomas Columbia, Ark! 271 $0|Mar. 16,“ 
Froveriek maker « few York « Norway. q S16\23 | pa 
William Wise ........|Wateh-maker » do... Germany... 200 24 April13, « 
John Cobb. lor Havana 2.22) vevewee[May 11, tf 





England 66...) 

sony Mar. 10, “ 
Mar. 27,‘ 
Mar. 29,“ 


Robert Holmes:... 
James B. Smith. 
Helen Oakloy.. 


Baker... 
‘Tailoress. 
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Juga ©, Porsdotter.... Servant ....++ 
Daniel Moki . jUnknown. + 
Eugono Novi Merchant. 
Nathaniel 
Mary Florence 
Granby Calerati 
Jerome Theveno: 
Ellen Killgallan 
Potor Brown... + 
Eleven Gibson. 
Hyacinthe Jarra 
Unknow: 
























ip 5. 
+++ Unknown 








Fanderell s+. 
Felix Lacosto 
Anigusto Wohiko..-... Grovor « 
Cas B, Hoppo....- 21. Cutler... 
Eliza Kooth . Widow .. 
Jacob Grifin Merchant. 
‘Anastatia Driseotl,.1, Cook... 
Karl Meissner ‘Unknown 
Catharine Hooligan...) Pedler.....+.s 
Daniol Ryan..... + Laborer ..,. 
William Bankes, 0.2051) Seaman <. 
Jobn ®. Nyman...) Hatter... 
Anthony Duyault.,.... Contractor. . 
Unknovn Man, pior Ni 




























Unknown 
. Laborer. see eee! 
«|Teacher, eee 
Compositor « 
‘Stewardess 
1 Painter... 
+++ (Clerk. 





Michael \ 
‘Thomas Finlay. 
Anna Downor.. 
Robert Malone. 
John White... 
Henry Marshall.....,./Seaman 
Tohn’G. H. Grove...) \Grocor..a..00000. 
John Brooker.........|Wheelwright . 
Otto Tentwodel 2.221. /Pedler...4 e+ 














‘}New York 


[New York 
|At soa 


At sen... 


New York 


At seas. 
New York. 


do. 


+.|Benton, M 


|New York 













New Orleans 


New York 


Quarantine... ... Unknown 









|Sweden: 
\Germany.. 
Ba kas 
jireland 
Bngland. 
|France. 
tee jfreland. . 
[Sweden 
+s+-|New York. 
Ti |Braneo .. 









































wi |Germany 
aie’. +4 
{Germany 
| do. 
iehfgan.../teetand <2. 
New Yor 
Teta 
Pruss 
+-|Lreland, 
novos do. 
Virginia. 
Germany’. 
France 















‘Unknown... 
|Ireland.... 
do. 


$)New York: 
.«/Treland 
eet 
Englan 
hie 
England 
{Hanover 



































Seotlands... 0.20] 














138 67] 
«| 14 33) 
206 08) 


6 76 
22 
{| 507 78) 


173 





























4 50), 
| 197 02) 


<|o232 96). 


3 00, 


i) 
| 10 00) 
46 10) 











467 














185 73 











Mar. 27, 
226 48)M 
204 94) 


ar. 6, 
Mar. 16, 
Feb. 27, 


Feb. 15, 





[May 11, 


‘May 16, 
May 11, 





nil 2, 
June 6, 


+/April 13, 


June 6, 



















jar. 8, 1855. 
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Charles Daneo.......+.|Lmporter- 
Andres Din: +. |Confeetioner 
James T. Nichols... <°.|Seaman ... 

‘Thomas Lockhart, Jr..|Merehant «.. 
Mary D. Dougherty,...|Widow ...+. 
Honora Gillespie... Oeccenh 
‘Margaret MoDonald, ao 
William Mobermott.. [Seaman . 

A. M, De Merchant. 
Clerk 
|Mason. 
Spinster -. 02.0. 
edo 

Hfowelor ~ 
[Cigar store 
Mason. 

Seaman . 
Cook... 




































William Kerr .....) 
Tames Tarne: 
John Lent. 
Albert P. Gents, or Ch 
Sinith. 

Charles Gronberg -. 
Charles Backe) 
Stephen Doyle 
Joba E. Grotjan. Merchant. 
Robert Kilpatri ]Buteher . 
Alexander Ritehio....,|Glerk 
A.B, Bowlinger. Unknown. 
Ethan Willoughby 2... 
Geo. ¥. D. Richardson, 
David Meldrum 
Peter Samson. 
Andrew Trotaba 














Superintondent... 


















«| Keyport 





dowsseden ses 
Panama... 
New York 








|New York s.....0. 
Atsea... 















+[Ireland. 





Germany - 
Scotland. 
England. 


Ching vee... +. 


Unknown. 


Sweden... 


Unknown. 
Holland 


New York. 
‘Scotland « 


Norway. 





Cuidad Rodrigo,.| 30 21 
















2) 34 29) 
22 75) 


1420 08) 


W715) 
150) 
8 50 


6 00) 
6 00, 
891 


2 5) 


15 0) 
0 09) 


10 55 








57) 


4 50). 


6 58), 
























[7516 78) 
8 40| 
306 01 
6 02) 














125 5s) 
12 45) 
67 85) 

21885) 


140 95) 
908 37) 
|,908 39 
‘3004 64 
4 50 
17 18) 
150) 
8 60 


6 5s) 
600 
6 00 
891 
22 59) 
34 29 





B41 16353 29) 


15 09) 
183 41 











1635 51 


188456 


































10, 
teseres|Nov, 16, 
188 32] 

202 14) 











) 124 55|May 25, 1847. 
sssees |NOV. 16, 1855; 
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Frederick Brand. .....|Watchmaker .. 120 94) 85 50) 













JSaxony..eeeees 





Noy, 17, 1859. 

























‘Thomas Tarrant. (Waiter... ..6. ngland . 21:90) 5 50) 

J. Baptiste Cordiere ...|Unknown. France .. + 141 53}. 6 a 
‘Ann MeGowan..- +++. |(rocer.«.+.+ ++ Tseland. scenes 528 13 Oct. 27, « 
Rosanua Bolden .....-|Washerwoman, ‘ 47 05] 84 00.......]-e.+06|Deo. 13, * 


Nov. 17, 
Noy. 16, 


Oct. 20, 
Dee. 18,“ 


Nov. 28, |“ 
Noy. 9, _ 
Jan. 8, 1856. 


G. Van Gleichenstein ..|Gentleman . 
‘Music Teacher. 
»|Unknown... 
te++|Carpenter. 

Unknown « 
:{Seaman 











Diana Taylor. 
‘Thomas Jackson « 
John Roache... 
‘William Fitt 
Chars Frank 

hilip Riley. 
Tames Vouoy 
Susan Jones. 
Jacob §. Brinley 
‘Andrew Carleton. 
John C. Bornet. 
Julia Bliss J i.4,|Homsekeeper. « 
John MeCoy «|Olerk....« 
James Gades.. ; Cooper « 
‘Unknown man, supos’d| 

Green. ++.|Unknown... 
J, Jurgens. Danaus 
Yohn Headman......-.|Seaman ...- 
Tohn Brintsche.......-|Sailor 
James Rudley...,.....|Seaman 








New York 


= |retand....« 
At sen. is 


Georgia, Ci 





28 07| 35 50). 
864 95] 408 45) 
3) 252 54 


{] 2 57] "300 
124 72,1017 02 
1439) 262 





«|Cartiage: 
tit: [Colored. 
Gentleman 
|Blind-maker 
S| Artist +... 














26 
39 43) 13t 43 
65 75) 140 00) 
17 31) 24.21 
53 87| 150 00| 






107 34] 
133 37| 75 G0} 


















nknown...+..-] 103} 108} 1 03}...46 
California 56 96) 21 Si) 56 96)... 
mériea. 2874) 46 83) 28 74 
Rockland Go....| 297) 449) 297 
IGermany. ‘| 222 2 22 
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pense 











Newark, N.J 



















John Mentzes. +. /Seaman At soa. 935) 925 

ohn Belson. do. th Sepepans 917). s++see-|Beb. 15, 1856 
Catharine interprets New York .......5 7 12, oo Feb. 20, < 
Dederick Pottk Seaman JAt sea. 334 

Christian Hatehmans s+ 9 95 Feb. 15, « 
Edward Rice.. .....+. 4 28) 





Win. Nelson, or Wiobe 









































Westra... wee 86) | 

Mary Danbar a S72 Feb. 20, 1856. 
Adain Galbraith «<0... Philadelphia, -7 38), Jan. 25, « 
Emanuel L, Shuborgor. New York .. 67 47] ‘|Mar. 6, « 
Unknown Seaman... Unknown, Unknown. 2 029) 

Michnel Lafferty New York roland, 16 29) i729) Mar. 11, « 
George Craig... :. At goa... Paisley 15 47, 47 June 14; « 
Hemy W. Holines, | do Unit, England...) 18 71] pril 8, 
Jolin Flood... New York . Dubl s-+[ QL 80) « 
Andrew Olsen. ! 20.02. do Sweden. 19 $9) “ 

x ao | 4121 





John Langrobort. 
Lewis I. Wallaco... 
Anna Sueffort... 
Unknown Seamay 
John Wilson.. 
John Hanrahan . 





-|Buteher 
Unknown. 


Aprillé, 
April21, « 





Scotland. 
Ireland. 






































‘Ann Hart, or As x 50 00) Mar. 29, « 
Aun Garvoy. 3 50 00) April 8,“ 
John Conti. H 11st 
John Atches.... rend 4 5s 
award Sanlou or 

Seanlon..........+.. {Machinist .........JNew York ......+.|Iteland..+..se+« 8 87 re 





("gon ‘00g 


Widow... 


Eliza Waterbury... 
Laborer. 


Henry O'Neil. 
Roso Cook....200.2.. 
Daniel H. Wiseman, 
Bernard Marren: 
Anno Gallagho 
John M, Elmore 
Louis Groso .. 
Mary Hulbert 

ro Paul Morris... 
David Bawernfceund.- 
John Byrni 2 
M. R. Henderson. 


18 43; 26 17) 
86 53) 100 00) 
+] 14 75| 64 60] 
+| 50 54] 274 58 
«| 14 75) 423 66) 
91 21) 650 00) 
9 42) 








Mar. 11, 1856. 
April 16, « 
‘April 21, « 
Juno 14, 
Deo. 17, 1850. 
Mar. 12, 1856. 
Oct. 3, 

























5616 66 





Gharleston ... 
{JAt son... 
New York. 
|Atsea. 








{|Portugal... 
{|Germany’. 





Mar. 13, « 
++s|June M4, 



























“firetamd 22500022 




































Jobn Roberts . New York afee 0: 
Michael Feen do 5 reland. 75) 75 00/April 11, 1856. 
William 1 Perr Machinist é 0) 177 00 
Jane Crosby ........--|Servant ... Scotland. 9 37} -eoee|May 15, 
James Curran Labor Ireland... 13 10) 20 60) 13 10). onl gel 4 
Hormann Rasshen....:|Groeor + Germany. ..<....] 89 83) 104 98) 127 33) uno 14, 
John Spaulding ..... .|Laborer . Maine +|127 66) 1590 00/1590 00)... July 11, 
‘Thomas Thouipson, or 

‘Targison OF. eveees Rio Janciro.......| Baltimore. 7 16) 43.49) 17 16 i oe 
James King. «| igger ... New York ‘Ireland... i) 42) 825 00) 805 97 June 19, « 
Joseph Lyon. Finan Poland... ++ {180 0 1 07) 317 81 Aug. 2, < 
H. Stewart, or Wood .|Wri s:] 923) 41 35) 41 35) 31 Bo eee tte 





119 83} 94 36) 50 50) 
osc. ceceee| W117] 79.53) 14 17) 
0.02. 2.0022] 73 03) 24 77) 135 59) 

$8.55] 210 50) 8S 85 
96 011914 43) 96 01 
33 2u| 125 36) 33 20) 
254) 27 04] 27 04 


July 1, 
June 27, 
July 11, « 
June 25, « 
July 16, « 








Catharine St. Joba: ..:|Unknown . 
Manuel Silva..... Sailor... 





Marine Hospital 73 62| 536 11) 73 62 Sept. 15, 
Jlizabeth Cooper. Widow New York ..... «|102 83) 232 34) 150 33) Aug. 20,“ 
Adam Brown..........|Cabinet-maker. + /802 12/2697 49) 802 12) ‘Aug. 25, « 


Christopher Ellison s._|Unknown .. ++. 
Joseph Higgins...... do... 
Riohard Redmond. -.-{|Seaman’ 


-| 10 96) 128 27) 128 29) 
-| 492) 78 56) 4 92) 
«| 16 08] 31 78] 16 0s! 





Wisconsin 
ireland . 
































‘Sept.15, 
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Jasin ofa deat] 0 x= 3 
‘Thomas P, Odames....|Porter. wolAb sens. seesesees-|New York....++-{110 86) 17 2, 1856. 
S..N. Bingo...... Dobbs Ferry. | lo. | 15 6b) 203 ty 
James Jowell . New York ........{Ilinois ... «| $58) 39 
John Saline. At sen... .+.{Pinland. «| 7 53] 7 59) i 
‘August Vettel Now York ........|Berlin «<...0..03] G4 67] 221 65 @ 
Daniel Nevin. do. ¢|Iseland. AT 23| 235, 62 “« 
Wm. Richare 

Froderick Arlt ‘Unknown.........)Atsem.. .|California, 7 53] 22 40) Fe 
John Hesser... dO. sese ee do .... .+.|Philadelph 63 70) 346 72) ia 
Bartholomew ‘Bourke, or| . 

Burke... +++|Porter..... New York......../Ireland . G1 07) 150 00) 150 07) <0 
Ferdinand Nanmann...| Unknown JAt son... os... .|Californi 17 79} 33.77) 17 79) is 
Julian ©. Very.....+..|Broker.... New Yorke seseee| ooo: ‘|497 75| 12808 5) | 19208 99 G 
‘Albert Smith’. .120.0.{|Mato ..... {|New York. . 15 1a] 34 60) 15 14 a 
Albert F. Rowland, . .|Massachusetts...| 9 59) 23 6b) 9 5) by 
Bent. F. Lunde..... Scamen’s Retreat..|New York +| 18 07> 46 33) 18 07 As 
Timothy Ward...... \New York .... “ 5 55) 50 00) 49 05) Mp 
John H. Lupton....-..)Stage driver. doeesistares Englands. 2% 46] 63 52] 67 49) i 
Thomas Warner /Clerk: | do. do «| 15 25) 46 75) fis 
Charles Smith. wee |Seaman . ‘At sea. +| 7 27] 12 90) LS 
Lawrence Grady |Laborer. Now York . | 29 70] 100 09) e 
Pan Cortoz.......++..|Seaman « [At sen. 6 35) 65 60 
Dederick Dunkarke....|Clerk.. New York . -| 18 19} 100 00) 
Fredorick Mirkle.... ‘} 21 s3} 64 73 
Charles Foster .. . +] VL 42) 11 42) 

Cornelius Sulliva: +} 41 65) 102 79 

John B. Cotter. 1} 3245] 100 an ept-15, 

Nicholas Harnoy Rigger. :| 53 84] 152 77 Nov. 21, 

Henry Chi Merchan 1] 7.03] 7 03] [ au 

Patrick Dinning. Unknown. 22 89) 50 00 e 

Mary Sullivan... do, INew¥ork 16 90) 65 66] Supt. 26, « 
INIA seer ses snel ss} 47M] 29 47] 26/Noy. 21, 





Solin F. Rogers... 
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or 


Johannes Madsen « 
Edward: Poy 
‘Ann Gibson. 
Rosanna Underhill 

Mary Buoknoy..... 
Patrick Peli 3 
Robert C. Hay 
Patrick Ryan. 
Joseph Hilton 
Edward Burke... 
‘Willian Ward. 


Sea captain... 













Sailors? Retrew 
New Yor! 























Toseph Potte: 
Rosina Kieale, +|Board’g-hougel’r.. 
Anthony Bennett......{Painter....-.. 





Thomas Carpente 
Jacnb Raynor. 
G N. Torente.. 


-|Unknown . 
Milk 















Phoobe i : 
Bridget +|Widow . 
Tohn Cont Porter. aves nsese 


Righard Spence. 
William MeAfeo. 
Aunarilla Czatville.. 
Henry D. Ne 
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cl 
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REPORT OF BALANCES 


Standing to tho credit of the following estates, unclaimed by kin or otherwise, and 
paid into the City Treasury, December 31st, 1856, by Perse B. Sweesy, Pub- 


li Administrator: 








ESTATE OF 


‘Ann Crowley. $190 93 


































H. Cameron. B14 38 
Leonhard Renner. 231 97 
George Eektort.. 816 4 
Morits Klein...... 75 95 
Charles Marsh....-....-s..+. 107 03 
John M. Camp... + 12168 
Prosper Larry. 507 51 
Fobn Gates......-es een 77 
rederick E. Arnesen. 252 10 
John Cobb . 16 41 
N. Berentzor or Wun, Nelson... 16 50 
Torome Thevenon.... . 247 
Mary Condy or Cody......... 36 





Margus Oppenheimer. 
Unkn’n ina, ship 5. Carolina. 


834 
5 





10 

















Carl E, Hoppo.. 41-30 
Henry Dieckineyer 111 30 
Willian Bauks.......0... + + 50.00 
Jobn White. 53°83 
Mary Gourley......+..-+ 500 





Pustic Apwiststearon’s OFFicr, 
New York, January 5th, 1857. 


| ESTATE OF 
























































| Wittiam O”Connelt $3 66 
| Margaret Cassidy........- 11 69 
Susan Mills....2...- 207 

| Kurd Olmstedt. 70 00 
| James Peterson. .... uw? 
| Pedro Joel zee 1878 
Edward Leonard. 46 63 

Henry Uanson . 389 

| George C. W. Worckmeister.. 68 76 
| Maurice Doyle. 13.16 
eorge O Lamson. 1072 99 

| James Turnor...... - Tot 
| Jubn Leaf 9 0 
| Charles Gronborg ....cesee06 61 88 
Charles Backnor...sceseee. G4 44 

| A B. Bowlinger...... 218 1 
George Y. D. Richardson. .... 202 14 

| Peter Samson. ....+-e0.0+ 532 
Andrew Trotabas. .. 69 32 

‘Thomas Jacks 449 

| Charles Frank 5 az 
Total.-.:.-.- 5067 61 

— 
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City and County or New York, ss: 


Perer B, Sweeny, Public Administrator in the city of 
New York, being duly sworn, says, that according to the 
best of his knowledge, information and belief, the annexed 
account contains a true statement of the moneys received 
for commissions and expenses, and of the total amount of 
his receipts and expenditures in each case in which the 
Public Administrator has taken charge of and collected 
any effects, or in which he shail have administered during 
the year 1856; with the name of the deceased; his addition; 
the place of his residence at the time of his death, if known, 
and the country or place from which he came, if he was 
not a resident of this state at the time of his death. 

PETER B. SWEENY, 
Public Administrator, 
Sworn before me, this rin 
day of January, 1857. 
James M. SwEEyy, 
Commissioner of Deeds. 
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‘Tue Conponration ov tHe erty or New Yorx IN account wir 
. Peres B. Sweeny, Penuic Apmiyisrrator. 
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PETER B. SWEENY, Public Administrator. 
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To the Common Council of the city of New York: 

The Public Administrator in the city of New York, in 
pursnance of chapter second, section 449, of the ordinances 
organizing the city departments, entitled ‘‘ The Bureau of - 
the Public Administrator,” herewith submits the following 
report of the titles of actions prosecuted by or against him, 
and now pending and undetermined, together with other 
information in respect thereto: 

ACTIONS PROSECUTED BY THE PUBIAC ADMINISTRATOR. 

NEW YORK SUPERIOR Count. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of George Guynet, deceased, 
agst. 
Pierre E. Marchand. 


This action is brought to recover $275 for a horse sold 
by the deceased. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of George Guynet, deceased, 
agst. 
Charles Guillemot. 


This action is brought to recover $150 for a horse sold 
by the deceased. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of Henry Turpin, deceased, 


agst. 


Thomas Carnley. 


This action is instituted against a surviving partner of 
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the intestate, for an account and settlement of the partner- 
ship business. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of Joseph Lyon, deceased, 


agst. 


Moses S. Cohen. 


Action to recover the sum of $335, on two promissory 
notes. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of John L. H. McCracken, deceased, 


agst. 
Enoch R. Ware. 


Action for settlement of account of joint adventure. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of George Guynet, deceased, 
agst. 
James A. Stevens and Isaac Stevens. 


Action for account and settlement of partnership busi- 
ness and for other relief. 


MARINE COURT. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of Edward Foy, deceased, 


agst. 
James Gilmartin. 


Action to recover $119 for rent. 
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NEW YORK SUPREME COURT. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of Hyacinth Van Damme, deceased, 
agst. 
“The Albion Insurance Company, Leon Herckenrath and 
C.J. M. De Wolf. 


Action to recover $10,000, on a policy of life insurance. 


Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of John L. H. McCracken, deceased, 
agst. 
Enoch R. Ware. 
Action on contract relative to deposit of certain pro- 
perty. 
ACTIONS AGAINST THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR. 
NEW YORK SUPERIOR COURT, 
Enoch R. Ware, 
agst. 
Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and adininistrator 
of John L. H. McCracken, deceased. 


Cross action for settlement of account of joint adventure. 


NEW YORK SUPREME COURT. 


Eliza A. Cropsey, by her next friend, Albert B. Ridgway, 
agst. 
Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of James Ridgway, deceased. 


Action to recover $40,000, for services rendered the 
deceased. 
3 
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SUPREME COURT—RICHMOND COUNTY. 
William Brown and others, 
agst. 
Peter B. Sweeny, Public Administrator, and administrator 
of Seth Comstock, deceased, and others. 


Action to foreclose a mortgage made by David A. Com- 
atock. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


PETER B. SWEENY, 
Public Administrator. 


New York, January 5, 1857. 


DOCUMENT No. 4. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY 12, 1857. 


The following Annual Report of the Counsel to the Cor- 
poration, was received, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





Orrice oF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 
January 7, 1857. 

To the Honorable the Common Council: 

GENTLEMEN:—Pursuant to section 422 of the general 
ordinance organizing the departments, I transmit a report 
of the titles of all actions prosecuted’ or defended by the 
Counsel to the Corporation, as provided by section 420 of 
said ordinance, and now pending and undetermined, and 
also of those actions which have been tried, argued, dis- 
continued, settled or decided during the past year. 

The former are contained in Schedule A, and the latter 
in Schedule B. 

Respectfully submitted, 


RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Counsel to the Corporation. 
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SCHEDULE A. 


COURT OF APPEALS, 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, 
Appellants. 
agst. 
Joseph Jenkins, 
Respondent. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, 
Appellants. 
agst. 
The Board of Supervisors of the city and county of New 
York, 
Respondents. 


The New York Gity Insurance Company, 


Appellants. 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
Respondenis. 


The People, ex rel., The Mutual Life Insurance Co., 


Appellants. 
agst. 
The Board of Supervisors of the city and county of New 
York, 


Respondents. 
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Stephen Clark and others, 


Respondents. 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York, 
Appellants. 
James Moore, 
Appellant. 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others, 
Respondents. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
Respondents. 
agst. 
Peter Stuyvesant and others, 
Appellants, 
George White, 
Respondent. 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
Appellants. 


Frederick A. Petersen, 
Appellant. 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York, 
Respondents. 
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SUPREME COURT, 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, 


agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Philip Melmo. 


Leonard Kirby and others, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Eugene Kettletas, Trustee, &e., 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


William B. Moneypenny, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York and others. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
: agst. 
Anthony Chapple and others. 


Edmund Moréwood and others, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
Alfred G. Benson and others, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 
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The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Alfred G. Benson and others. 


John M. Bradhurst, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


William Samuel Johnson, 
agst. 
The Board of Supervisors of the city and county of New 
York, and others. 


In the matter of the application of Richard B. Connolly 
and David A. Fowler, for a writ of mandamus. 


The People, &c., ex rel., Charles T. Kip, 
agst. 
Jacob A. Westervelt, Mayor, &c., and others. 


Barnet B. Boerum, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York and another. 


Sampson Dyckman, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 


Cyrus P. Smith and another. 
George IF. Talman, 


. agst. 
Bartholomew Doyle, the People of the State of New 
York and others. 
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James McMullen, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York and another. 


The People, ec. rel., James H. Welch, 
agst. 
Francis W. Edmonds, Chamberlain, &c. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
[No. 1.] agst. 
George G. Campbell and others. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
William Livingston and others. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Patrick Roche and others. 


The People, ex. rel., William B, Rockwell. 
agst. 
Francis W. Edmonds, Chamberlain, &e. 


The People, ex. rel., William S. Wood, 
agst. 
The same. 5 
Laughlin Lawler, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 


The People, ez. rel., Daniel W. Clarke, 
agst. 
Francis W. Edmonds, Chamberlain, &c. 
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The People, ez. rel., William Bogert, 
agst. 
Same. 


The People, -ex. rel., Barnabas W. Osborn, 
agst. 
Same. 


John O. Donohue, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others, 


Washington Murray, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, and others, 
. impleaded, &e. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Ebenezer G. Burling and others. 
Daniel Dodge and another, - 
+ agst. 
Fernando Wood, impleaded with others. 
Michael W. Higgins, 
agst. 

John Hooper and William Carrington. ' 
The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 

Henry Conklin and others. 
George W. Browne, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, and others. 
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Anson Herrick, 
agst. 
Fernando Wood and others impleaded, &e. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
[No. 2.] agst. : 
George G. Campbell and others. 


Cornelius V.S. Rosevelt, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
John J. Hicks and another. 


William P, R. Shedden and others, 
agst. * 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others. 


Philip French and another, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 

The People, ex. rel., The Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
agst. 

The Board of Supervisors of the city and county of New 
York. 

Jolin P, Treadwell and others, 
agst. 
Myndert Van Schaick and others. 
John Warwick, 

agst. 

The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others. 
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In the matter of the application of Gouyernenr S. Bibby, 
for certiorari, 
agst. 
‘The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 


Henry Adams, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others. 


Jacob Sharp, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, and others, im- 
pleaded, &e. 


Jacob L. Smith and the New York and. Staten Island 
Ferry Company, 
agst. 
The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York, and Azariah 
C. Flagg, Comptroller, &e. 


Benjamin Carman, 
agst. 
The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others. 
The People, &c., ex. rel., The New York Life Insurance 
Company, 
agst. 
The Board of Supervisors of the city and county of New 
York. 
James Barnett, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York and others, im- 
pleaded, &e. 
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In the matter of the petition of Charles M. Vandervoort 
for a writ of certiorari, 
agst. 
Fernando Wood and others, Commissioners of Police. 


John J. Hicks, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded, &e. 


Reuben W. Howes, President, é&e., 
agst. 
Fernando Wood and others, Supervisors, &e. 


Isaac Edwards, and others, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Jesse W. Benedict, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Henry Dubois, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York and others, im- 
pleaded, &c. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Jacob L. Smith and The Staten Island and New York 
Ferry Company. 


Garret H. Striker, Jr., and others, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 


abt (Doc No. 4. 
John B. Borst, 


agst. 
The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others. 


Patrick McCafferty, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others. 


John C. Beekman, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded, &e. 


Dennis Murphy and another, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded, é&c. 


KINGS COUNTY. 


Jesse D. Brown, 
agst. 


William P. Thorn, impleaded, &e. 


Same, 
agst. 
Thomas Pearson, impleaded, &c. 


Mary S. Dwight, 
[No. 1.] agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Same, 
[No. 2.] agst. 
Same. 
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John Hanley, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 
The people, ex rel., Edwin Smith, 


agst. 
Azariah C. Flagg, Comptroller, &c. 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 
Rachael Birch and others, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others. 


Francis Larkin, 


agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
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SUPERIOR COURT. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
John T. Allen. 


Lewis B. Griffin, 
: agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, and others. 


The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Calvin Oakes and others. 


John Pettigrew, 
P agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
George C. Quackenboss, 
agst. 
Barbara Murray. 


Nicholas Quackenboss, ex’r., and another, 
agst. 
Barbara Murray. 


Monmouth B. Hart, 
agst. 
The Board of Supervisors of the city and county of New 
York. 
Smith W. Anderson and another, 


agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
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George C. Quackenboss, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Nicholas Quackenboss, ex’r., &c., and another, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
John Pettigrew, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


William S. Martin, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Abner Sandford, 
z agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Mangle M. Quackenboss, 
agst. 
Barbara Murray. 


Gertrude Leggett. 
agst. 
John Gilmartin. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
The Parker Vein Steamship Company of New York and 
others. 


Isaac Edwards, 
azst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
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Mangle M. Quackenboss, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Gertrude Leggett, 
agst. 
Barbara Murray. 


Horace P. Russ and others, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
agst. 
Garret Dyckman and others. 


Henry De Courcey, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Terence Fitzgerald, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


John W. McGuire, 
agst. 
Joseph E. Ebling. 


Thomas MecSpedon and another, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


George Cornell, 
agst. 
Same. 
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The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Philip Mabie and others. 


Edward Roberts and others, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


James J. Jones, 
agst. 
Same. 


Charles Oakley, 
agst. 
Same. 


William B. Reynolds, 
. agst. 
Same. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Benjamin D. Quigg and others. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
[No. 1.] agst. 
George C. Byrne and others. 


Same, 
(No. 2.] agst. 
Same. 


Same, 
cagst. 
Luther C. Carter. 
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Charles Devlin, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


William H. Adams, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Alfred W. White, 
agst. 
Azariah G. Flagg. 


James Styles, 
agst 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
Loyal S. Pond, 


agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York and others. 


Charles F. Barnes, 
agst. 
Fernando Wood and others, impleaded, &c. 


Daniel Dodge and another, 
agst. 
Same. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
agst. 
Peter Parks. 


The Farmer’s Loan and Trust Company, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 
2 
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Robert J. Murray, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Ziclotes Wilson, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 


John Black, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York 


Daniel Curry, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of ihe city of New York. 
2 Francis F. Fowler, 
« 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 


J. Phillips Phenix, 
agst 
The Mayor, &c., of the cily of New York, and others. 
William 8. Lown, 
ayst. . 


The Mayor, &., of the city of New York. 


John Miller, 
aust 


The Mayor, ée,, of the city of New York. 


William U. Stevens, 
apst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 
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Thomas Steers, 
agst. 


The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York. 
John Quin, 


agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


William N. McIntire, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Andrew G. Black. &e., Administrator, &e. 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Jackson Brumstead, 
agst. : 


The Mayor, é&e., of the city of New York. 


Robert Hasson, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Thomas Megson, 
ayst 
The Mayor, c&e., of the city of New York. 


Francis Owens, 
agsl. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Nathaniel W. Stillwell, 
ayst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
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George Rowland, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &., of the city of New York. 
Charles Wood, 


agst. 
Tho Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
Manuel A. White, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Jonathan Whitaker, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Adolphus Mincho, 
agst 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


The Commissioners of Emigration, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


William Wadsworth, 
agst. 
Edward Snowden. 


Frederick Wiendant, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c.. of the city of New York. 


The Second Avenue Railroad Company, 
agst. 


Joseph 8. Taylor. 
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James MeNulty, 
fy 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Jacob B. Smith, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Aaron J. Vanderpool, assignee, &c., 
agst 


The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York. 


Jacob Sharp, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


John F. Williams, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


William V. Adams, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


George Bowman, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


The Bowery Bank of the city of New York, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Henry B. Greenwood, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 
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James B, Brady, 
agst 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Charles Disch, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 


Thomas McSpedon and another, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
Henry B. Cook, assignee, &c., 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
Philetus H. Holt, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
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COMMON PLEAS. 


Maria De Varaigne, 
agst. 
Eben Goodwin. 
The Lafarge Fire Insurance Company, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, and others. 
Amelia Murken, administratrix, &c., 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
Charles Huber and another, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
Jeremiah Towle, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
John S. Carter, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 
Jonathan Youdale, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York . 
Lewis O. Wilson, 

agst. ‘ 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 
Cormick MeNulty, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
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John Parks, 
agst. 
The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York, 


John O'Toole, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 


William Roach, 
agst. 
Francis J. Twomey and others. 


George Allen, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York and another. 
John Green, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
William Wordsworth, 
agst. 
Edward Snowden and others. 


John W. Consall, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded, &e: 


Edward Van Ranst, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 


Peter Valentine, assignee, &c., 
agst. 
The Mayor, &., of the city of New York, impleaded, &e. 
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George Litthurst, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York, 


Edward A. Davin, 
agst. 
The Mayor, é&e., of the city of New York, 


James S. Egbert, assignee, &c., 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of New York. 
Walter H. Mead, 
agst. 
The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York, impleaded with 
others. 


David Treadwell, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
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MARINE COURT. 
Edmund R. Sherman, 


agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New Y ork. 


James Y. Burnham, 
agst. 
The Mayor, é&c., of the city of New York. 


Samuel R. B. Norton, 
[No. 1.] agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


John Whisker, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
Samuel R. B. Norton, 


[No. 2.] agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, 


William H. Albertson, 


agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


Addison Sandford, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 
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UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT. 
Morris Ketchum, 
agst. 
Harvey Hart and others. 


Morris Ketchum, 
agst. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York. 


DISTRICT COURT, 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK—FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Diederick Rush, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of New York, impleaded, &. 
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SCHEDULE B. 


COURT OF 


The People, ea rel., William 
B. Reynolds, 
Defendant in error, 
agst. 
Azariah C. Flagg, 
Plaintiff in error. 


The People, ex rel., William 
B. Reynolds, 
Appellants, 
agst. 
Azariah C. Flagg, 
Respondent. 


The Attorney General of the 
state of New York, Thos. 
E. Davis, and Courtland 
Palmer, 

Respondents, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York, and others, 

Appellants. 


APPEALS. 


Settled by release of Rey- 
nolds. 


Settled by release of Rey- 
nolds. 


Cause reargued at Sept’r 
Term, 1856, and new trial 
ordered. 
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SUPREME COURT. 


Charles Brown, 
-agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York. 

William B. Fitch, and ano- 
ther, 

agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, 

Frederick Milleman, and an- 
other, 

agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, impleaded, 
&e. 

Joel G. Candee, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 

Isaac Cole, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &e., of the city 
of New York. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, 

agst. 

Thomas J. Hagan, and oth- 

ers. 


Abandoned by plaintifi’s 
attorney 


April 16th, 1856; cause 
tried; verdict for plain- 
tiffs. Appealed to Gene- 
ral Term. 


Referred and heard; city, 
nominal parties; on ap- 
peal to General Term. 


June 10th, 1856; cause 
finally submitted to re- 
feree; referee decided 


against Corporation. 


Novy. Term, 1856, tried; 
verdict for plaintiff, 


January, 1856, settled. 
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Junius S. Lewis, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


William T, Horn, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, and others. 


The Mayor, é&c., of the city 
of New York, 
agst. 
John E. Gillespie. 


Michael O’Connor, 
agst. 
J. M. Muller 
Webb. 


and Jacob 


Samuel B, Amory, and oth- 
ers, 
agst. 
Martha Amory, and others. 


The People, ea rel., ‘Vhomas 
J, Hagan, 
agst. 
Azariah C. Flagg. 


zg, Comp- 
troller, &c. 


Jacob L. Dodge, 

agst 
The Mayor, &e., of th city 
of New York and othe 








April, 1856; cause argued ; 
complaint dismissed. 


Cause tried; foreclosure 
suit, city nominal parties, 


February; 1856, judgment 
in favor of city. 


May, 1856; complaint dis- 
missed. 


July. 1856; settled and 
discontinued . 


January 5th, 1455; motion 
for mandamus argued; 
decided in favor of de- 
fendant. 








May 3d, 1856; cause dis- 
continued . 
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In the matter of the assess- 
ment for regulating, &e., 
Fifty-first street; applica- 
tion for a writ of certiorari 
on the part of James W. 
Beekman. to set aside the 
assessment, &e. 


In the matter of the appli¢a- 
tion of John Van Tine, for 
an attachment 

agst. 


Theodore 8. Nims. 


In the matter of the applica- 
tion of Charles M. Van- 
dervoort, for a mandamus 

agst. 
John F. Russell, &c. 


Robert K. Arkenburgh and 
another, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, and others. 


The People, ea rel,, Thomas 
K. Downing, 
agst. 
Andrew V. Stout, County 
Treasurer. 
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September 11th, 1856; mo- 
tion for a certiorari de- 
nied. 


June 9th, 1856; motion for 
attachment denied. 


May 24th, 1856; manda- 
mus granted. 


December 22d, 1856; com- 
plaint dismissed. 


December 13th, 1856; per- 
emptory mandamus 
granted. 
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The People, ex rel., Thomas 
McSpedon & Charles W. 
Baker, 

agst. 
Andrew V. Stout, 
_. Treasurer. 


County 


The People, ex rel., the Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Com- 
pany of New York, 

agst. ¥ 

The Tax Commissioners of 
the city and county of New 
York. 


Daniel Shepperd, 
&e., 


‘Trustee, 


agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 

of New York, impleaded, 
&e. 


Lucy Audubon, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, impleaded 
with others. 


Alfred W. Bartlett, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the eity 
of New York, impleaded 
with others. 


December 19, 1856; per- 
emptory mandamus de- 
nied. 


June 30th, 1856; certio- 


rari denied. 


December, 1856; complaint 
dismissed. 


August 20th, 1856; suit 
discontinued as to the 
Mayor, &e; foreclosure 
suit. 


October, 1856; foreclosure 
suit; Corporation, nomi- 
nal parties. 
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Simon Fitch, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York, impleaded with 
others. 


William Banta, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &., of the city of 
New York. 


The Colonial Life Assurance 
Company, 
agst. 
The Board of Supervisors of 
the City and County of 
New York. s 


The Mayor, &c., of the'city of 
New York. 
agst. 
Joseph Quinion and another. 


Andrew V. Stout, Chamber- 
lain, &e., 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York, impleaded with 
others. 


William Lynch, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York. 
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October, 1856, foreclosure 
suit; Corporation, nom- 
inal parties; no claim 
being made against 
them. 


December, 1856, judgment 
for plaintiff, by consent; 
award for lots taken for 
Central Park. 


October 9th, 1856, order 
to show cause dismissed. 

December 13th, 1856, man- 
damus denied; relators 
have appealed to the 
General Term, 


December 6th, 1856, judg- 
ment obtained for the 
Corporation on foreclos- 
ure of mortgage. 


November, 1856, Corpora- 
tion being nominal par- 
ties; suit discontinued as 
against them; foreclos- 
ure suit. 


November 26, 1856; judg- 
ment rendered for plain- 
tif, by consent; New 
Croton reservoir award. 
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The People, ex. rel., Charles 
McGill, 
agst. 
Andrew V. Stout, Chamber- 
lain, &e., Bey; 


\The People, ex. rel., The 
Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York, 

agst. 
The Judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas, &e. 


The People, ex. rel., The 
Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York, 

agst. 

The Judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas, &c., and 
Edward A. Davies and 
another, 


December 19th, 1856; per- 
emptory mandamus de- 
nied. 5 


1856; writ of mandamus 
granted in favor of the 
Corporation. 


1856; writ of prohibition 
granted in favor of the 
Corporation. 


KINGS COUNTY. 


Thomas M. Clark, 
agst. 
Samuel Phillips, 


1855; discontinued. 
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SUPERIOR COURT. . 


Eliza Thompson, 
agst. 
Daniel Carpenter. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city of 


New York, 
agst. 
Frederick J. W. Barkman 
and another. 


George S. St. John, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York. 


Hickson W. Field, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York. 


William S. Watkins, 
»  agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of 
New York. 


Eliphalet Nott, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York, and others. 


December, 1851; cause ar- 
gued. 


April, 1856; tried; judg- 
ment for plaintiffs. 


January, 1856; cause tried; 
yerdict for plaintiff. 

December, 1856; cause ar- 
gued at General Term; 
undecided. 


June, 1856; cause tried be- 
fore referee; ‘complaint 
dismissed. 


February, 1856; plaintiff 
non-suited; judgment af- 
firmed at Special Term; 
appealed to General 
Term. 


November, 1856; argued; 
not yet decided. 
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Belmont and others, 
agsl. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of 
New York, and others. 
Philip MeGinnity, 
aie® 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of 
New York. 


Francis S. Altemus and an- 
other. 
agst. 
The Mayor, é&e.. of the city 
New York. 


Peter V. Husted and another, 
agst. 
James Furey. 


The Mayor, &., of the city 
of New York. 
agst 

Michael Kuntz and another. 


Heloise D. Chegary, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Samuel Love, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city 
of New York. 


November, 1856; argued; 
not yet decided. 


February 234, 1856; cause 
tried; May 8th, 1856, ar- 
gued at Special Term; 
suit compromised before 
decision rendered. 


Mareh 25th, 1856; cause 
argued, and decided in 
favor of the Corpora- 
tion; December 11, 1856, 
argued at General Term; 
undecided. 


March 5th, 1856; cause dis- 
continued. 





January, 185! 
by defendants. 


September, 1856; cause dis- 
continued. 


May 7th, 1856; suit settled, 
and discontinued. 
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Cornelius L. Purdy. 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city 
of New York. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 
Lagst. 
Freeman Campbell. 


The Mayor, &., of the city 
New York, 
agst. 


John L. Hill. 


Joseph Dowling, 
agst. 
The,Mayor, &e., of the city 
of New York. 


Thomas M. Armstrong, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city 
of New York. 


Christopher Harris, 
agst.  * 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of 
New York. 


Thomas Lawler, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of 
New York. 
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June, 6, 1856; referee re- 
ported in favor of plain- 
tiff; appealed to General 
Term. 


3 

April 7, 1856; suit settled 
by defendant paying the 
claim. 


November 27, 1856; cause 
submitted at Special 
Term; decided in favor 
the Corporation. 


March 31,1856; cause dis- 
continued. 


March 31, 1856; cause dis- 
continued. 


March 31, 1856; cause dis- 
continued. 


March 31st, 1856, cause 
discontinued. 
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Thomas W. Mackay, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of thecity of 
New York. 


James Martin, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the’city of 
New York. 


Jackson Vermilyea, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York. 


Jonathan Whittaker, 
agst 
The Mayor; &c., of the city of 
New York. 


Jeremiah H. Fowler, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York. 


Edmund R. Sherman, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city of 
New York. 


John Collingwood, assignee, 
&e., 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c.,of the city of 
New York. 


March 81st, 1856, cause 
discontinued. 


March 81st, 1856; cause 
discontinued. 


March 29th, 1856, discon- 
tinued. 


March 29th, 1856, suit dis- 
continued. 


September 1856, suit dis- 
continued. 


June 8d, 1856, suit discon- 
tinued. 


September 18th, 1856, suit 
settled, and discontinu- 
ed. 


< 


39 (Doc. No. 4. 

The People &c., by their At- 
torney General, July, 1856, suit discontinu- 
agst. ed by Attorney General. 


Fernando Wood, and others. 


George W. Webster, 
agst. August, 1856, suit settled. 
The Mayor, &c., of the.city of « 
New York. 
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COMMON PLEAS. 


George P, Dowling, 
agst. Discontinued by plaintiff. 
Benjamin T. Timpson; sued 
as J. Kempson. 


Joseph Logan, 
agst. December, 1856, discontin- 
Tho Mayor, &c., of the cityof ued. 
New York; impleaded, &c. 


George Hutson, April, 1856. Cause tried ; 

agst; verdict against the Cor- 

The Mayor, &c., of the city poration. November 17, 
of New York. 1856. Verdict at Trial 


Term aflirmed; appealed 
to General Term. 


Henry B. Purdy, 
agst. January, 1856, cause tried; 
The Mayor, &e., of the city undecided as yet. 
of New York. 


Horace S. Bartine, assignee, October 20th, 1855, argu- 
&e., ed; 1856, decided against 
\ agst. Corporation; finally set- 
The Mayor, &e., of the city tled. 
of New York. i 
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William P, Downs. 
agst. May 8th, 1856, complaint 
The Mayor, &c,, of the city dismissed. 
, of New York; impleaded, 


&e: 
Michael Harrison, 
agst. June 21st, 1856. Proceed- 
The Mayor, &c., of the city ing dismissed. 
of New York. 


UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT. 


Franklin Ransom and an- December, 1856, cause tried; 

other, * verdict for plaintiffs ; 

agst. stay of proceedings or- 

The Mayor, &c., of the city dered in order to move 
of New York. for a new trial. 
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MARINE COURT. 


James Condon, February,1856, cause tried; 
agst. : plaintiff submitted to 
Fernando Wood and another. a non-suit. 
Edward McGuire, 
agst. April, 1856, cause tried ; 
The Mayor, &c., of the city yerdict against the Cor- 
of New York. poration. 


William Byron, assignee &c., 
agst. July, 1855, cause tried ; 
The Board of Education of _ plaintiff non-suited. 
the city of New York. 


Peter Connolly, January 24th, 1856; ‘cause 

agst. tried; verdict for plain- 

The Mayor, &c., of the city tiff. Morch 22d, 1856; 
of New York. argued at General Term; 


verdict at Special Term 
affirmed. May, 1856 ; 
appealed to Common 
Pleas; still undecided. 
Henry K. Frost, 
agst. March, 1856; suit settled, 


‘The Mayor, &c., of the city and discontinued. 
of New York. 


Charles Gannon, March 31st, 1856; cause 
Mrs agst. tried; verdict for plain- 
The Mayor, &c., of the city tiff. 

of New York. 
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James L. Hyatt, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Benj. O. Storms, assign’e, &c. 
: agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


James A. Baldwin, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Edw. S. Davin, assignee, &. 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Bernard F. Clark, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Joseph Wilson, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Hugh Toole, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &., of the city 
of New York. 
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April 2ist, 1856; cause 
tried; verditt for plain- 
tiff 


April 29th, 1856; suit set- 
tled by Comptroller. 


June, 1856; settled by the 
Comptroller. 


May 15th, 1856; decided in 
favor of Corporation. 


June, 1856; settled by the 
Comptroller. 


July 27th, 1856; cause 
tried; verdict for plain- 
tiff. 


June 21st, 1856; suit set- 
tled by Comptroller. 
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Malcolm Macgregor, 
[2 Suits.] ~agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Alexander Ward, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. , 


Frederick W. Geissenhainer, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &e., of the city 
of New York. 


Chas. Devlin, assignee, &e., 
agst. 

The Mayor, &e., of the city 
of New York. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, 
agst. 
Peter Curran. 


John Davis and another, 

F agst. 

The Mayor, &c.. of the city 
of New York. 


Patrick Crowe and Thomas 
Fitzgerald. 
agst. 
The Supervisors of the county 
of New York. 


July 9th, 1856; judgment 
for plaintiff; no defence 
set up. 


Sept. 18th, 1856; cause 
tried; decided in favor 
of Corporation. 


June 17th, 1856; complaint 
dismissed. 


July 24th, 1856; cause 
tried; decided in favor 
of Corporation. 


July 8th, 1856; cause tried; 
verdict for Corporation. 


Sept. 13th, 1856; cause 
settled. 


July 2d, 1856; cause tried; 
judgment for plaintiff. 


James Marriner, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Thomas Scudder, 
agst. 
John T. Bennett, (Captain of 
Police.) 


Michael Crothy, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c,, of the city 
of New York, impleaded 
with another. 


William H. Faulkner, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the ity 
of New York. 


Francis Dalton, 
agst. 
Henry May and others. 


Tra H. Allen and another, 
[No.1.]  agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


“Iva A. Allen and another, 

[No. 2.] — agst. 

The Mayor, &,, of the city 
of New York 
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June 22d, 1856; cause set- 
tled and discontinued. 


August 4th, 1856; cause 
tried; judgment for de- 
fendant. 


September, 1856; suit set- 
tled. 


July 18th, 1856; suit set- 


tled. 


July 17th, 1856; complaint 
dismissed. 





Sept. 3d, 1856; mechani 





lien verdict for 
plaintiffs. 
September 3d, 1856; me- 


chanics’ lien suit; ver- 
dict for plaintiffs. 
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Frederick Schwedlez and 
another, Sept., 1856; suit settled. 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Saml. H. Cochrane, assignee, 
&e., September 3d, 1856; cause 
agst. tried; decided against 
The Mayor, &c., of the city the Corporation. 
of New York. 


Robert Donnell, Sept, 12th, 1856; cause 
agst. tried; plaintiff non-suit- 
The Mayor, &c., of the city ed. 
of New York. 
Same, 
agst. 
Same. 


Same. 


Same, 

agst. Same. 
Same. 

Same, 

agst. Same. 
Same. 


Same, 
agst. Same. 
Same. 
» Henry B. Cook, assignee, &c., 
agst. October 10th, 1856; suit 
The Mayor, &c, of the city discontinued. 
of New York. 
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William Connors, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Thos. McSpedon and another, 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Patk, L. Quinn and another, 
agst, 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


Joseph Sedgeburg, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, 


Jesse E. Dayton and others; 
agst. 

The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 


M. M. De Burgh, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &e., of the city of 
New York. 


Thomas Byrne, 
agst. 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York. 
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October 20th, 1856; cause 
tried; decided against 
the Corporation. 


Nov. 11th, 1856; cause dis- 
continued. 


December 2d, 1856; cause 
tried; decided against 
the Corporation. 


Nov. 14th, 
settled. » 


1856; cause’ 


December 2d, 1856; cause 
tried; judgment render- 
ed for defendants. 


December 13th, 1856; suit 
discontinued . 


December 22, 


discontinued. 


1856; suit 
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DISTRICT COURTS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, March 10, 1856; judgment 
agst. of dispossession for the 
Bogjamin D. Quigg and oths.’ _ plaintiffs. 


Jesse E. Dayton and others, 


agst. April 11, 1856; cause tried; 
The Mayor, &c.,of the city decided ‘against Corpo- 
of New York. ration. 
Edward Rice, 
agst. December, 11, 1856; cause 
The Mayor, &e.j: of the city tried; complaint dis- 
of New York, missed. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city December 4, 1856; judg- 


of New York, ment of dispossession 
agst. given in favor of Cor- 
Noah Brown, poration. 


SECOND JUDICIAL DIsTRICT. « 
Robert W. Thomas, 
. agst. March 20, 1856; cause 
The Mayor, &e., of the city tried; verdict for plain- 
of New York. tiff. 
» The Mayor, &., of the city of 
New York, May 14, 1856; judgment of 
agst. dispossession given for 
Timothy O’Brien, Corporation. 
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William Gilmore, 
agst. June 4, 1856; cause tried; 
The Mayor, &e., of the city plaintiff non-suited. * 
of New York. 


The Mayor, &c., of the city 
of New York, June 2. 1856; suit settled 
agst. and discontinued. 
John E. Dean, 


Samuel R. Smith, assig., &e., 
agst. June 17, 1856; suit settled 
The Mayor, &c., of the city by Comptroller. 
of New York. 


THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Peter L. Wilber, 


agst. July 28, 1856; cause tried; 
The Mayor, &c., of the city decided against Corpo- 
of New York. ration. 


FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 
Abraham B. Brower, 
agst. September 9, 1856; cause 
The Mayor, &ec., of the city tried; judgment for de- 
of New York and Alfred _—fendants. 
Carson. 


Dederick Rush, 
agst. December 5, 1856; pro- 
The Mayor, &c., of the city ceedings dismissed. 
of New York, impleaded, 


&e. 
4 


Doe. No. 4.) 50 


SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 
Peter L. Wilber, 
agst. April 14, 1856; plaintiff 
The Mayor, &c., of the city non-suited. 
New York. 


The Mayor, &e., of the city 
New York, April 23, 1856; suit set- 
agst. tled by defendant. 
Grant H. Adams. 


George Brown, 


agst. June 30, 1856; cause tried; 
The Mayor, &c., of the city decided against the 
of New York. Corporation. 


SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 
William H. Colwell, 
agst. November 7, 1856; cause 
The Mayor, &c., of the city tried: decided against 
of New York, impleaded the Corporation. 
with others. 


Rosanah McMahon, December 23, 1856; cause 
agst. tried; complaint dis- 
The Mayor; &c., of the city missed. 
of New York. 


Dennis Hasson, 
agst. December 28, 1856; com- 
R. P. Barker. plaint dismissed. 
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POLICE COURT. 
BEFORE JUSTICE BOGERT. 
William Wadsworth, July 8, 1856; complaint 


agst. dismissed. 
Edward Snowden. 
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DOCUMENT No. 5. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY 19, 1857. 


The following communication from the Commissioners of 
the Central Park, transmitting report of the Engincer- 
in-Chief of the Central Park, was received, laid on the 


table, and ordered to be printed. 


D. 'f. VALENTINE, Clerk. 
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Orrice or Commissioners OF CENTRAL Park, 
New York, Jan. 19, 1857. 


To the Honorable the Common Council: 


GentLemen:—In accordance with the provisions of an 
ordinance of the Common Council, approved May 21st, 
1856, “for the regulation and government of the Central 
Park,” the undersigned, Commissioners of said park, 
herewith transmit to your Honorable Body, a full report 
from E. L. Viele, Esq., Bugineer-in-Chief, of the operations 
now in progress for the laying out and improvement of 
that important public enterprise. 


In conformity with a resolution of the Board of Alder- 
men, the Commissioners sent to that Board, December 10, 
1856, a communication, giving a detailed statement of all 
liabilities incurred up to December 31, 1856, which state- 
ment may be found upon reference to their proceedings of 
‘that date. 


FERNANDO WOOD, Commissioners 


ane : 
eseeeny Snore of the 
JOSEDH S. TAYLOR, \" Gentral Bark. 


Street Commifaatoner. 
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Centra Park, Orrice or ENGINEER-1N- CHIEF, 
New York, January ist, 1857. 
To the Hon. Fernando Woop, and 
Jos. S. Taytor, Esq., 
Commissioners of Central Park: 

Ihave the honor to submit herewith the first annual 
report of the operations, under my directions, connected 
with the laying out and improvement of the Central Park. 
The circumstances under which these operations have been 
conducted, have rendered them simply preliminary, yet 
they are no less important as forming a basis for imme- 
diate improvement, in the absence of which serious errors 
might be committed, and discovered, perhaps, too late to 


be remedied. 


I have prefaced the report with a brief history of this 
great public measure, from its conception to the present 
time, aud have added, in an appendix, the yarious acts, 
ordinances, and judicial decisions by which the city has 
secured possession of the property, as matters of reference — 
not otherwise easily accessible, and as being of no little 
interest in their connection with the subject of the report. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obed’t servant, 


EGBERT L. VIELE, 
Engineer-in-Chief. 
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Areport. 


Puswic opinion has, within the last few years, been 
awakening to a sense of the importance of open spaces, 
for air and exercise, as a necessary sanitary provision for 
the inhabitants of all large towns, and the extension of 
rational enjoyment is now regarded as a great preven- 
tive of crime and vice. Yet it was not, until recently, 
that any official step was taken toward providing for the 
city of New York, that which every city of Europe 
regards as a public necessity. 





On the fifth day of April, 1851, Hon. Ambrose C. 
Kingsland, then Mayor of the city, transmitted to the 
Board of Aldermen a special message setting forth the 
limited extent of the places devoted to the public; their 
inadequacy to the wants of any class of the people, and 
the necessity, both in a moral and sanitary point of view 
of securing a more extended area for the purposes of 
public recreation. Appendix A. 





This message was referred to the Committee on Lands 
and Places, who reported that the subject had awakened 
an uncommon degree of interest, and that they heartily 
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concurred in the views of the Mayor. The report indi- 
cated the ground known as “ Jones’ Woods,” as suitable 
for the required purposes; and recommended that appli- 
cation be made to the legislature for the passage of an 
act authorizing the appointment of Commissioners to take 
Appendix B-that property for the use of the city. 


This report having been adopted, and concurred in by 
the other branch of the Common Council, application was, 
iw accordance therewith, made to the legislature at its 
extra session in 1851, and the act known as the “Jones? 
Woods Park Bill,” was passed by that body on the 11th 

Appendix c. day of July, 1851. 


The passage of this act gave rise to a discussion regard- 
ing the relative advantages of other pieces of ground 
for this purpose, and the Board of Aldermen adopted, on 
the 5th of August, 1851, a resolution appointing a special 
committee to examine and report, whether there was not, 
within the limits of the city, a piece of ground more suit- 
able for the purpose of a public park, than that designated 
in the act then recently passed by the legislature. This 
committee made a lengthy and detailed report, setting 
forth the advantages of the piece of ground lying between 
the Fifth and Highth avenues, Fifty-ninth and One hundred 
and sixth streets, for the purpose indicated, over that. 
known as Jones’ Woods. 


A resolution to this effect was passed by the Board, and 
being concurred in, application was made to the legislature 
for the passage of an act authorizing the appointment of 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, for the pur- 
pose of taking the ground referred to for a public park. 
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Accordingly, the legislature passed, on the 23d of July, 
1853, an act for taking the ground now known as the 
Central Park. Appendix D. 


And on the same day, another act in reference to the appends m 
Jones’ Wood Park, similar to the one previously passed, 
but which had never gone into effect, as the Supreme 
Court refused to appoint Commissioners, on account of 
material errors in the bill. 


(This act of July 23d, 1858, referring to Jones’ Woods Arrendx @. 
was subsequently repealed.) The Supreme Court, upon 
the application of the Counsel to the Corporation, ap- 
pointed on the 17th November, 1853, five Commissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment, to take the land for the Appendix #. 
Central Park. These Commissioners completed their 
labors on the second day of July, 1855, and their report 
was confirmed on the fifth day of February, 1856. On Appendix t 
the same day the Comptroller communicated to the Com- 
mon Council the draft of an ordinance for the payment 
of damages awarded by the Commissioners. Appendix K. 


During the period which elapsed between the appoint- 
‘ment of Commissioners, and the confirmation of their 
report, efforts’were made to reduce the limits of the park. 
Petitions were sent to the Common Council to that effect 
by various individuals, whose motives were as numerous 
as the’names appended to the petitions. 


A committee was appointed to examine the subject, 
which committee made a minority and majority report. 
No action, however, was taken until the following year, 
both Boards to petition the legislature to cut off a certain 
when the subject was revived, and a resolution passed Appendix} 
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portion of the park, by which a few property holders 
would have been benefited, and the park, in reality, 
destroyed. The resolution was promptly vetoed by the 


' Mayor, Hon. Fernando Wood. 


This would seem to have put an end to all open opposi- 
tion, but a secret influence appears to have been steadily at 
work, for reasons known only to a few, to retard the pro- 
gress of this great public improvement. To this influence 
may probably be ascribed the non-action of the lower 
house of the last legislature upon the very judicious bill 


' which had passed the Senate. 


In the absence of the necessary legislation, the Common 
Council adopted, on the 19th of May, an ordinance creat- 
jng the Mayor and Street Commissioner, Commissioners 
of the Central Park, with power to employ the necessary 
persons to execute the repeatedly expressed wishes of the 
people, and appropriating certain funds to carry out the 
provisions of the ordinance. 


This Board entered at once upon the discharge of their 
duties. Feeling the importance of the subject and the re- 
sponsibilities devolving upon them, they determined, be- 
fore adopting any definite course of action, to seck the 
advice of certain well known citizens, whose public repu- 
tation, peculiar avocations and cultivated taste gave assur 
ance that their opinions would possess the force of a clear, 
unbiased judgment. Accordingly, invitations were ex- 
tender! to Washington Irving, George Bancroft, James EB, 
Cooley, Chas. F. Briggs, James Phalen, ©. A. Dana and 
Stewart Brown toattend the meetings of the Commission- 
ers, and form a consulting Board for the purpose of dis- 
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cussing a line of conduct to be pursued, and to determine 
upon the merits of such plans or propositions as might 
be laid before them, with the view of adopting a perma- 
nent design for the improvement of the park. 


These gentlemen met on the 29th of May, 1856; organ- 
ized by electing Washington Irving as President of the 
Board, and settled the preliminaries for carrying into 
effect the objects of the commission. Subsequently various 
plans were laid before them, and a variety of views and 
opinions subiitted for their consideration. Theresult of 
these deliberations was the adoption of the general fea- 
tures of the plan which it is the object of this report to 
elucidate, 


This design for the improvement of the park conforms 
to the existing inequalities of the surface, and since its 
adoption, it has been generally conceded that any plan 
not based upon the present topography of the giound 
would be inconsistent with correct ideas of natural beauty, 
and would involve an expenditure not commensurate with 
any results which might be attained. A thorough study 
of the physical character of the ground, in its minute de- 
tails, necessarily precedes the work of improvement, and 
as the public are to be'the final judges of the merits or de- 
feets of the plan, they should possess a general knowledge 
of these details, in order to discuss the subject intelli- 
gently. , 





With this view, a description of the topography, and a 
synopsis of the physical investigations, are given, as af- 
fording the best illustrations of the principles upon which 
the contemplated improvements are founded. 
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Gopography. 


The island of New York is about twelve miles long, 
and varies from one-half to two and one-half miles in 
width, It lies upon the upturned edge of the primitive 
range which extends through Westchester county and 
New Bngland into Canada. The basis rock is gneiss 
except about one mile in length.at the northern extremity, 
which is limestone. The middle and northern portions 
are rough and broken, from the almost constant out-crop- 
ping of the rock. The lower portion is everywhere coy- 
ered, snd in some places to a great depth, with alluvial 
and diluvial deposits, and is comparatively level. The 
rock begins to make ils appearance in the neighborhood 
of Thirtieth street, and extends from that point to Man- 
hattanville. The elevated portions vary from seventy to 
one hundred and thirty feet above tide water, the valleys 
being often deep and the hills precipitous. There isa line 
of elevation along the western side of the island, from 
which the ground descends to the Hudson and East rivers. 
On the eastern slope lies the ground selected for the pub- 
lic park, extending from Fifty-ninth street on the south, 
to One hundred and sixth street on the north, and from 
Fifth to Bighth avenues. The lower extremity is about 
five miles from the Battery, and the upper extremity the 
same distance from the northern end of the island. From 
the western side to the Hudson is three-quarters of a mile, 
and from the eastern side to the Bast river, nearly a mile, 
It is two miles and a half long, and half a mile wide, or 


i Doe. No. 5. 


as long as from the Battery to Union square, and as wide 
as from the Bowling Green to the City Hall, and contains 
seven hundred and seventy-six acres, including the present 
distributing reservoir, (occupying a position nearly cen- 
tral,) the ground taken for a new reservoir, and the Arse- 
nal grounds belonging to the state. It is as large as Hyde 
Park and Kensington Gardens combined, and seven times 
larger than the united area of all the other squares and 
public places in the city. 





In addition to the general slope, from west to east, 
there are five lateral depressions and corresponding 
ridges, dividing the park transversely. These ridges are 
not continuons, but are very much broken, forming a se- 
ries of hills and valleys. The drainage of the lesser de- 
pressions flows into the deeper valleys, whose drainage 
streams flow directly into the Hast river, or through con- 
duits to that river. Some of these streams have their 
origin in perennial springs, and are therefore permanent 
in their supply; while others, being simply channels for 
the surface water of a limited area, are generally dry in 
midsummer. Some rise within, others without the limits, 
and several have a considerable fall in their course. Ina 
few instances, obstructions to the natural drainage have 
caused the formation of swampy ground: and stagnant 
ponds, which in their turn give rise toa rank, sickly veg- 
etation. The southern portion of the area is the most 
broken and least elevated. The rocks are here more ex- 
posed to the surface, and there is less vegetation than in 
the northern part. 


A more detailed description of the ‘topography will be 
found in the annexed reports of progress of the gentle- 
men in charge of the several divisions. 
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Drainage. 


This glance at the topography of the park demonstrates 
the fact that a thorough drainage of the entire area must 
precede any attempt at improvement. It embraces the 
removal of water now standing in stagnant deposits, the 
facilitating the flow of water from permanent springs, the 
directing of all surface water into proper channels, and 
such ramification of underground drains through every 
portion of the area, that the sub-soil may never be injured 
by the presence of an undue amount of moisture. Without 
this, the ground, with all the embellishments that art 
could devise, would remain what it is now—a pestilential 
spot, where rank vegetation and miasmatie odors taint 
every breath of air. 


This subject of drainage, so important to the public 
health, seems to have escaped the minds of the commis: 
sioners who laid out the city, or they passed it over, un- 
der the impression that a complete system of sewerage 
would answer allsanitary purposes. But sewerage is not 
necessarily drainage, and no matter how perfect the sys- 
tem, nor how well itis carried out, it may, and in this 
city does fail, to carry off a large amount of water, which, 
by being suffered to remain, has been, and always will be, 
a fruitful source of pestilence. 


The rectangular plan upon which the upper portion of 
the city is laid out, has no reference either to the topo- 
graphy or geology of the ground, and the sewerage neces~ 
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sarily conforms to this plan, while a proper drainage is 
dependent upon both geology and topography. Therefore 
the sewerage is inconsistent with drainage. A glance at 
what are called ‘sunken lots,” as they are seen all over 
the upper portion of the city, will show at once that the 
stagnant water has no outlet. The design is to fill the lots 
up when they are required for building purposes; but this 
will not get rid of the water, which, falling on the surface 
of the ground perhaps a mile off, percolates through the 
surface-soil until it meets with an impermeable snb-strata, 
along which it descends, till it reaches the lowest water 
level, where, if not drained off, it remains, to ascend, by 
capillary attraction, into the superincumbent earth, keep- 
Ing it always cold and moist, and making the locality un- 
healthy. ‘The experience of the residents at the foot of 
Murray Hill will undoubtedly confirm this. 


The only remedy for the evil is to maintain the original 
water-courses, wherever they exist, as permanent drains, 
so built as to admit of the percolation of water through 
the interstices of the covering. he drains should be ex- 
cayated to a firm substratum, and every property owner 
compelled to construct that portion of each drain which 
may pass through his property, The drainage of the 
Central Park will necessitate the construction of such 
drains along the whole slope between it and the Hast 
river, and this section will, as a natural consequence, be- 
come the healthiest portion of the city. 
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Geology. 


The area of the Central Park is embraced-in what is _ 
known as the primary region, the rocks of which, possess- 
ing similar characteristics, render it an easy matter to 
develop its general geology. A close examination of its 
lecal details presents a variety of geological phenomena, 
the solution of which cannot fail to add much to our 
knowledge, both in a scientific and economical point of 
view. A correct understanding of these details is of 
great importance in determining a system of thorough 
drainage and in the proper location of the roads. Be- 
sides, the disintegration and decomposition of the minerals 
which compose the rock furnish the soils of their imme- 
diate localities; therefore, to know these’ constituents is 
to know, ina great measure, the soil. 


Enough of the geology will be presented to show the 
variations in the strata, resulting from faults, upheavals 
and other causes, as well as the no less marked variations 
in the mineral constituents. 


The rocks embraced within the area are— 

First —Gneiss (Micaccous Gnéiss.) 

Secund—Miea slate. 

Third—Granite in numerous intrusive veins. 

Fourth—Diluvial or drift deposits, including boulders. 

Fijth—Soils derived from the decomposition of the 
gneiss and associated rocks. 
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Gneiss and Mier Slate, 


The strata of gneiss exhibit no uniformity with regard 
to their strike and dip. They show everywhere violent 
dislocations, owing to the intrusion of various veins of 
granite. In some localities they are in a vertical position 
or nearly so, varying from 80 degrees northwest to 80 
degrees southeast; in others they vary from 40 degrees 
to 60 degrees to the northwest and to the southeast. The 
prevailing direction of the strike is north northeast. 


The present position of the gneiss has apparently been 
produced by two distinct causes; first,a general upheaval 
of the entire mass, subsequently the strata have been 
laterally displaced and contorted by numerous intrusive 
yeins of granite. 





The follow 
strata are 
position: 


g are a few of the localities where the 
xposed to examination, illustrating their super- 





Between Seventh and Eighth avenues, Fifty-ninth and 
Sixty-first streets, the strike is. from north 10 degrees 
east, to north 25 degrees east, and the dip from 75 to 85 
degrees northwest. 





Between Seventh and Eighth avenues, Sixty-second and 
Sixty-third streets, the rock dips at the surface from 80. 
degrees northwest to perpendicular curving, and being 
considerably contorted at a depth of a few feet below the 
surface. 








Between Sixth and Seventh avenues, Sixty-first and 








Sixty-second streets, the strike is north 50 degrees east, 
the dip is from perpendicular to 80 degrees southeast. 
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Between Seventh and Eighth avenues, Sixty-fourth and 
Sixty-fifth streets, the strike is north 45 degrees east, the 
dip from perpendicular to 50 degrees southeast. 


On Seventh avenue, between Sixty-fifth and Sixty-sixth 
streets, the strike is north 35 degrees east, the dip 45 de- 
grees northwest. 


Mineralogical character of the Gneiss. 


Geologists distinguish two kinds of gneiss—hornblen- 
die or syenitic gneiss and micaceous gneiss proper; the 
former being characterized by lamin and crystalline par- 
ticles of hornblende, while, in the latter, scales of mica 
form the stratifying material. So far as examined in the 
Central Park, all the gneiss occurring is micaceous 
gneiss, associated with comparatively narrow bands of 
mica slate. The different varieties of gneiss which are 
found here, differ chiefly in the quantity and manner of 
distribution of the mica. 


The following varieties have been noted: 


1st. Gray Gneiss, usually of a finely granular structure, 
composed of: white, grayish-white or yellowish-white 
colored feldspar, white and light gray colored quartz, 
black and silvery colored mica disseminated in small 
scales uniformly throughout, parallel to the line of strati- 
fication, and compact grains of red garnet. The gray 
gneiss alternates with other varieties of gneiss, and with 
mica slate. 

Interlaminated Gneiss.—The shape of the scales of mica 
gives character to this variety. A more or less granular 
mixture of feldspar and quartz is enveloped by wavelike 
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shaped lamine of mica, thus forming a number of lentien- 
lar shaped small bodies. The feldspar of this kind of 
gneiss usually of a yellowish white color, while the 
grains of quartz are of dark gray and brownish hues. 
Small grains of magnetite and of red garnet, are occa- 
sionally intermixed with the above constituents; besides, 
these were also found, as occasional minerals, tourmaline 
and epidote of a yellowish green color in thin coatings 
and small imperfect ¢ A third variety of gneiss 
results from a yery regular and continuous alternation of 
gray and interlaminatéd gneiss, exhibiting a beautiful 
ribbon-like structure. he locality of this last is between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues, Sixty-lirst and Sixty third 
streets, and between Seventh and Eighth avenues, Sixty- 
fourth and Sixty-sixth streets. 








tal 











Mica Slate, occurs in narrow layers and bands. It con- 
sists of numerous scales of silvery colored mica, large. 
grains of gray quartz, and some little brownish colored, 
decomposed ferruginous feldspar, mica and quartz, form- 
ing always the predominant constituents. Mica slate de- 
composes very rapidly, forming a loamy soil. 


Vein-like masses of Quartz in Gneiss.—In many localities, 
the gneiss contains more or less extensive masses of quartz 
of a lenticular’ shape, thinning gradually out toward the 
northeast and southwest. hey are generally parallel to 
the strike of the strata, only a few instances having been 
found where such was not the case. They consist of gray- 
ish white compact quartz of a dull lustre, being occasion- 
ally slightly intermixed with yellowish white compact 
feldspar. ‘These lenticular masses of quartz, from half an 
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inch to nearly two feet wide, may easily be taken for in- 
trusive veins. Their limited extent, their conformity with 
the strike of the strata, and the fact of their being occa- 
sionally displaced by veins of granite, speak strongly in 
favor of the opinion that they were already formed when 
the intrusion of the granite took place, being eotempora- 
neous with the gneiss. 


Granite, 

The veins of granite pass through the gneiss in almost 
eyery direction. he greater number have an angle of 
bearing between west and north; others are in a direction 
varying from north 10 degrees east to north 55 degrees 
east. As a general rule they pursuc a very tortuous 
course, their walls representing, not unfrequently, wave- 
like and zig-zag shaped outlines. 





Mineralogical composition of the Granite. 


The mineralogical composition of the granite does not 
yary much at the different localities. The granite gene- 
rally consists of quartz, feldspar and mica, and contains 
occasionally magnetite, black tourmaline, scales of green 


chlorite and red garnet. 





The quartz varies in color from light gray to dark 
and is usually of a bright vitreous lustre; it occurs in 
of various sizes, and in small masses from 1 to 8 inches in 
diameter. The feldspar is usually orthoclase, of a fleshy 
red color, and of a bright vitreous lustre, on freshly frac- 
tured planes. It decomposes rapidly into a soft, kaolin- 
like substance, of a dull white color. Some varieties of 
granite contain, in addition to orthoclase, another species 
of feldspar, viz: oligoclase. This is of a light greenish 
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color, of a bright vitreous lustre on planes of cleavage, 
the latter showing, at the same time, very distinctly, the 
numerous fine parallel strie, characteristic of that species, 


The mica occurs in scales of a silvery white color, and 
of a bright lustre, principally phlogopite. They vary ia 
size from one-sixteenth to five or six inches. In the pro- 
cess of decomposition they assume a peculiar reddish 
brown color, ‘These scales are more numerous and of a 
larger size in the middle of the vein and on the line of 
contact with the gneiss. In many localities magnetite- 
occurs of a black color and of a semi-metallic lustre im- 
bedded in greenish and flesh-colored feldspar; it occurs 
in grains and small masses, and favors the decomposition 
of the feldspar and mica, giving to them a brownish, misty 
color. Tourmaline occurs in imperfect crystals teases! 
in a flesh-colored orthoclastie¢ feldspar. 














A yery rare mineral was found on the line of contact 
between the granite and gneiss, in the neighborhood of* 
Sixty-seventh street and Seventh avenue. It is chiefly 
composed of phosphate of iron and manganese. 








It appears to be an altered form of tetraphyline, and: 
forms yery small crystals and crystaline incrustrations, 
filling small, irregular-shaped geodes in a flesh-colored 
feldspar. Red garnet, in small compact grains, imbedded 
in feldspar, and gray quartz and scales of green chlorite, 
in feldspar, are occasionally found, 











Structure of the Granite. 
The granite veins vary from a very coarse granular 
structure to very fine. Asa general rule, the larger veing 
are coarser, while the smaller veins are fine. The granite 
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has andoubtedly been injected in the gneiss, at a time when 
the gneiss was in a very plastic state, as is clearly illus- 
trated in the manner in which the gneiss has been bent 
and curyed by the granite veins. 


Drift or Diluvial Deposit. 

These occupy a large portion of the area. ting every- 
where upon the gneiss and associated rocks, both on the 
tops of hills and in the narrow intervening valleys, vary- 
ing in thickness from a few inches to thirty feet, and 
affording, at best a very poor soil. ‘The material of the 
drift consists of grayel-sand, and loam, throughout which 
pebbles and boulders‘of different kinds of rocks are distrib- 
uted, which will be more minutely described. 









GRAVEL-SAND AND LOAM. 


Gneiss, mica, slate and pranite furnish the material for 
the soil. We find, as constituents, grains and angular 
fragments of quartz, feldspar, and numerous grains of 
silvery colored mica. 


Where a quartzoze and highly ferruginous gneiss oc- 
curs, it furnishes, by its decomposition, a ferruginous clay, 
with which numerous grains of quartz are mixed up by 
the agency of water. 


PEBBLES AND BOULDERS. 

Much rounded and water-worn, varying in size from a 
few inches to seven feet, and composed of different varie- 
ties of trap, gneiss, syenite, granite, mica, slate, amphibo- 
lite, white, gray and red sand-stones, conglomerates, lime- 
stones and slate. 
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First.—Trar. 

The principal variety of trap, noted as occurring in 
the drift, is— 

Diorite, a distinctly granular mixture of greenish-white 
colored feldspar and blackish and green hornblende; being 
similar in mineralogical character to the diorite occurring 
at Bergen, New Jersey, and usually much rounded. 


Second.—GRanitTB. 
Most of the granite pebbles are similar to the rock in 
place. The following varieties, however, appear to have 
been brought from a distance: 


(a.) Red Granite, in small rounded pebbles of a finely 
granular structure. 


(b.) White Granite, in pebbles and boulders, consisting 
of greenish colored feldspar of a dull lustre, large grains 
of light gray colored quartz, and a few scales of mica. 


(c.) Granulite, composed of flesh-colored orthoclase and 
grains of light gray quartz, similar to that occurring in 
the Highlands of New York. 

(d.) Gray and greenish gray-colored Granite occurs in 
pebbles, partly rounded and partly angular—very rare. 


Third.—Syenive. 


Composed of gray and yellowish-white colored feld- 
spar (partly decomposed,) pale green and highly ferrugi- 
nous hornblende, a few grains of gray quartz, and occa- 
sional grains of magnetite. In composition it is similar 
to the syenite interposed between the gneiss and deposits 
of magnetite in the Highlands of New York. 
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Fourth.—Gyriss. 

Numerous rounded and partly angular pebbles and 
boulders of micaceous gneiss which are found, appear to 
have originated from the rock in place. 

The following varieties are evidently from a distance: 

(a.) Hornblendie gneiss, similar to that occurring in 
the Highlands of New York and New Jersey. 

(b.) A bluish-gray-colored, obscurely stratified gneiss, 
of a very finely granular texture, composed of small 
grains of smoky-colored quartz, bluish-gray feldspar and 
small grains of silvery-colored mica, containing small 
masses of adularia—very rare. 





a 


Fifth.—Quanrz. 
(a.) White quartz, of a very bright vitreous lustre, 
from several inches to several feet in diameter. 
(@.) Grayish-white quartz, of a dull lustre, in small, 
rounded pebbles. 
(c.j Flesh-colored quartz, of a vitreous lustre. 


Sixth.—QuanrrziTE. 


Consisting of gray quartz and a few small grains of! 
mica, probably from a bed of quartzite. 


Seventh.Rep ConcLomerare. 


Similar to that occurring in Green Pond Mountains, 
Orange county, composed of angular pieces of flesh-col- 
ored feldspar, and of light gray and smoky-colored quartz. 
Some of the feldspar decomposes into a white, kaolin-like 
substance. 


23 (Doe. No. 5. 


Eighth.—SAnv-StoNEs, 


Of various colors and textures. 


Ninth—GarnEtRocr, 
Composed of compact grains and imperfect crystals of 
red garnet, slightly intermixed with grains of gray-color- 
ed quartz and dull, white feldspar. 


Tenth—Limestonn aNd DoLomite. 
Of various shades and texture, from compact to gran- 
ular, and erystaline cimilar to the Trenton and Black 
River limestones of the New York system. 


Eleventh. ARGILLACEOUS, ARENACEOUS AND CALCAREOUS 
States, 


Similar to those of the Hudson river group. 


Twelfth AMP HIBOLITE. 
Of a blackish-green color, highly ferruginous, in peb- 
bles and boulders. 


All the materials of the drift appear to have been 
transported and acted upon by two currents, one in the 
direction south 20 degrees to 40 degrees east, and the 
other in nearly a southerly direction; the former being 
indicated by striz and grooves, the latter by the shape 
and bearing of the hills of drift. On the rocks in place, 
are found numerous grooves, more or less parallel to each 
other, in a direction north 20 to 40 degrees west. They 
haye been produced by boulders moving over the surface 
of the rock. In some places the rock is smoothed and 
polished by the action of currents and drift. 
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Of the rocks which have been described, the gray gneiss 
is best adapted for purposes of construction, owing to its 
being hard, easily dressed, and but little affected by ex- 
posure to the atmosphere. 

The interlaminated gneiss is also a good building stone, 
but is more difficult to dress than the former. The coarse 
kinds of granite decompose too rapidly when exposed, 
and the mica slate is totally unfit on account of its rapid 
disintegration. 

RECAPITULATION OF MINERALS FOUND. 

1. Quartz, of various shades of white and gray, as_con- 

stituents of gneiss, mica, slate and granite. 





2. Feldspar, in two varicties. 

(a.) Orthoclase, as constituents of gneiss, mica, slate and 
granite. 

6.) Oligoctase, as an occasional constituent of granite. 

8. Adularia, in a boulder of gneiss. . 

4. Mica, in scales of silvery white, brown and black 
colors, in gneiss, mica, slate and granite. 

5. Red Garnet, in compact grains, and in small rhombic 
dodecahedrons, in gneiss, mica, slate and granite. 





6. Magnetite, in grains and small masses in granite. 
T. Black Tourmaline, in gneiss and granite. 


8. Chlorite, in gneiss and granite. 


9. Phosphate of Tron and Manganese, an altered form of 
tetraphyline in feldspar, on the line of contact between 
gneiss and a vein of granite. 


10. Labradorite. ! 
11. Pyroxene. 
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Botany, 


The botanical distribution of plants over the surface of 
the earth undergoes certain modifications connected with 
the dryness and moisture, as well as the mechanical and 
chemical composition of the soil. Hence an intimate re- 
lation exists between the botany of any district of coun- 
try and its geology and topography; and, therefore, inde- 
pendently of the climate, certain plants, whether placed 
by nature or art, will flourish, or decay, according as the 
temperature and composition of the soil, is favorable or 
unfavorable to their growth. A botanical survey of the 
park has been made, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
nature of the existing vegetation, to learn how far it 
could be made available in the projected improvements, 
as well as to know its character, as an indication of what 
peculiar class of plants would prove most flourishing if 
transplanted to this ground, as also to discover what alter- - 
ations the soil would require in order to admit of an in- 
creased variety. 





This forms the basis of a botanical index which can 
always be made complete by a careful register of the 
plants and trees introduced. The investigation has not, 
extended through all the seasons, which; in their turn, de- 
velop their peculiar plants; and is, therefore, in some 
respects, incomplete; still, so far as the useful trees and 
shrubs are concerned, it is believed that none have been 
overlooked. 
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Although this investigation has added nothing new to 
botanical ‘science, yet it is necessary that the existing 
trees and plants should be described so as to be identified, 
and their importance properly estimated. A familiar de- 
scription has been preferred to strictly botanical language, 
to convey all that is necessary with regard to the present 
vegetation. Phe catalogue will be added to during the 
ensuing season. f 





For present purposes, the plants are arranged simply 
in alphabetical order, without reference to any particular 
classification. 


Ast. Acer pasycarpuM—Silver-leaved Maple. 


A tree, thirty to fifty feet high, and often one to two 
feet in diameter, with wide, spreading branches. The 
wood white and soft, sap less sweet than that of the Sugar 
Maple. Leaves in large petioles, lobed beyond the mid- 
dle, nearly smooth whey old. Flowers, greenish, yellow- 
ish or purplish, usually about five together. This forms 
a beautiful shade tree. The silvery-white of the under 
surface of the leaves strongly contrasting with the bright 
green of the upper side, especially when they are agitated 
by the wind. Found in all portions of the park. About 
nine thousand specimens. Thrives best in a deep, rich 
loam, or in agravelly loam, contiguous to moisture. 





2d. Anus sERRULATA—Common Alder. 

A shrub, six to twelve feet high, irregularly branched, 
and usually growing in dense thickets. Leaves from two 
to five inches long, prominently varied, smooth above; 
paler, and sprinkled with resinous dots underneath. 
About twelve thousand specimens. Grows in swampy 
ground. Flowers in March or April. 
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3d. ANDROMEDA PANICULATA—Privet Andromeda. 


A shrub, four to eight feet high, much branched, and 
with a grayish bark. Leaves from one ard one half to 
two inches long, variable in breadth, nearly smooth 
above; pale, and more or less pubescent underneath. 
About two thousand five hundred specimens. Grows in 
swamps and moist thickets. Flowersin June and July. 


4th. AZALEA vise 





A—White Wild « oney-suckle. 

A shrub, four to seven feet high, with numerous spread- 
ing branches, and a grayish bark. Leaves one to two 
inches long. About hundred specimens. Grows in 
moist places, and in woods. Flowers in June and July, 
sometimes as late as August. 








5th. BeruLa nigna—Red Birch. 

A tree forty to seventy feet high, and from one to two 
feet in diameter, with Jong, slender and pendulous branches. 
Leaves about three inches long and two wide. Generally 
distributed. About one thousand specimens. Grows in 
low grounds. Flowers in April. 


6th. Broussoner1a—Paper Mulberry. 

Native of Japan. Found in the neighborhood of resi- 
dences. Grows from forty to fifty feet hi Leaves 
large and downy. Will grow in very dry situations, 
where few other things will. About five hundred spe- 
cimens, 





7th. Carpinus AMertcana—Water Beech. 


A tree, fifteen to twenty feet high; the bark smooth 
and light gray. Leaves about three inches long, gene- 
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rally distributed. About five thousand specimens. Flow: 
ersin April. Will growin a poor soil. Is a very hand- 

- some, small tree, the leaves changing in the autumn to va- 
riouss hades of crimson, scarlet and orange, and very 
often retained on the plant during the winter. 


8th. Casranza AMeRICANA—Chestnut. 





A tall tree, sometimes sixty to vighty feet high, and 
three to four feet in diameter. Leaves six to eight inches 
long, and about two inches wide. Will thrive in the most 
barren soils, especially those of a rocky or gravelly 
nature. Generally distributed. Five hundred specimens. 
Flowers in June. 





9th. Caraupa syrinczroLta—Catalpa. 

A tree, twenty to thirty feet high. Leayes from five 
to eight inches in diameter. Flowers in June, and at that 
time very ornamental, Found in the neighborhood of 
several residences. Introduced from the South. About 
fifty speciinens. Will grow in any soil. 


10th. CeLasrrus scanpens— Bitler-sweel. 

A climbing plant, winds around shrubs and small trees, 
or along stone fences, ten to twenty feet long. Leaves 
two to three inchés long. Flowers early in June, Found 
in the thickets in the upper portion of the park. 





Lith. Carrs ocoreNntALis—Sugar Berry. , 


A small tree, from fifteen to thirty feet high, and six 
or eight inches in diameter, with numerous slender 
spreading branches. Leaves two to three inches long . 
and one to two inches wide, dark green. Flowersin May- 
Found in a number of situations. 
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12th. Cresatis Virgistana—Virgin’s Bower. 
Stem eight to fifteen inches long, climbing over shrubs 
and bushes. Found in thick, shady and moist places. 


Flowers in July and August. About two hundred 
specimens. 


18th. CLerura ALNIFOLIA—Sweet Pepper-bush. 

A shrub, four to eight feet high, with brownish bark 
and erect branches. Flowers at the end of July and 
August; white flower, very fragrant. Generally distribut- 
ed. About one thousand five hundred specimens. 





14th. Cornus atba—White Varied Dog-wuod. 


A small tree or shrub, fifteen to twenty feet high. 
Leaves three to four inches long, and two to three inches 
wide. Flowers in May and June. Large trusses of white 
flowers, succeeded by white berries. Branches turn to a 
fine red color in winter. Grows jn moist places. Gene- 
rally distributed. About one thousand five hundred 
specimens. 


15th. Cornus Frortpa—American Dog-wood. 


One of the most beautifal of our native, flowering small 
trees. The flowers appearing in April, and presenting a 
brilliant appearance. Thrives best in moist ground. 
Grows, sometimes, to thirty feet in height. Generally 
distributed. About three thousand specimens! 


16th. Corytus Amertcana—Wild Filbert. 


A shrub, four to six feet high. Leaves three to five 
inches long; slender branches. Flowers in April. Found 


generally distributed in thickets. About six thousand 
specimens. 
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17th. Diospyrus Viraintana—Persimmon. 


In good soil, this tree will frequently grow forty or 
fifty feet high, and in its habits of growth is one of the 
most piciuresque middle sized trees wo have. When by 
itself it grows conically; it is interesting at all seasons, 
In spring, by its deep, shining green foliage; in summer, 
by the light green fruit; in the fail, by the rich orange of 
its leaves, and the deep brown of its fruit. It thrives 
‘best in a deep, rich loam. Found in one locality. About 
five hundred specimens. 





18th, Fagus rerruGinea——Becch. 





A beautiful tree, often fifty or y feet high, and two 
fect or more in diameter. The trunk clothed with a thick, 
smooth gray bark. Leaves four or five inches long. 
Grows to perfection in a deep, rich loam. Flowers in 
May. Found in several localities. About two thousand 
specimens. 





19th. Fraxinus AMertcaANa— 


A tall tree, forty to sixty fect high, and one to two feet 
in diameter. Light, gray bark, generally furrowed with 
transverse cracks. One of our prettiest trees. Its light 
hue gives a beautiful effect when combined with darker 
foliage. Requires a rich loam and plenty of space to 
arrive at perfection. Plowersin Apriland May. Found 
but a few specimens, about one hundred in all. 





20th. Giepitscuta rrracanruus-—Honey Locust. 
‘A middle-sized tree. Leaves six to ten inches in length; 
not a native of this state, but often planted about houses, 
for ornament and hedges. Found in the neighborhood of 
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private residences. About onehundred specimens. Flow- 
ers in July. 


21st. Hamaments Vircintana—Witch Hazel. 


A shrub, six to twelve feet high. Leaves three to six 
inches. When cultivated, becomes a handsome small 
tree. It seems to thrive well in any situation. Flowers 
at the end of October. Found generally distributed. 


About one thousand five hundred specimens. 





22d. Jucuans nicra—Black Walnus. 

A tree, thirty to sixty feet high, with a trunk from one 
to two fect in diameter. Leaves a foot or more in length. 
Thrives best in a cool, deep and rich loam. Flowers in 
May. Found generally distributed. About two thousand 
specimens. Besides this, the “ Juglans cinerea,” or white 
walnut, also found. 








23d. Juniperus VirGintAnA—Red Cedar. 
A well known and useful evergreen, often growing 
thirty or forty feet high. Grows on dry hillsides, in 
rocky sterile soil. Buta few specimens are found. 


24th. Laurus Benzoin—Wild Allspice. 

A shrub six to ten feet high. Leaves three to five feet 
Jong. Grows in low, moist ground, on the borders of 
rivers. Flowers in April. Found in a few places. About 
two hundred and fifty specimens. 


25th. Laurus Sassarras—Sassafras. 


A middle-sized tree; trunk rarely one foot in diameter: 
the most interesting tree in the landscape. Toward 
autumn the leaves turn to a reddish brown. Thrives 
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well in a dry, sandy loam; poor in a wet situation. 
Found very generaliy distributed. About twenty thou- 
sand specimens. 


26th. LiquipamBar SryracirLua—Sweet Gum. 

Grows from fifty to sixty feet high, under favorable cir- 
cumstances. Thrives in a deep, rich loam. Found gene- 
rally distributed, About six thousand specimens. 

27th. LirropenpRon TuLipirera—Tulip tree. 

From forty to eighty feet high; from one to three feet 
in diameter. Trunk perfectly straight, and of nearly 
uniform diameter. Flowers in June. Thrives well ina 
strong, clayey or micaceous soil. Found in a number of 
localities. About five hundred specimens. 





28th. Myrica cerirERa—Bay-berry. 


A shrub, three to eight feet high, much branched at the 
summit. Leaves two to fourinches long, and from one half 
to nearly an inch wide. Grows in dry soils, in thickets. 
Flowers in May. About six thousand specimens. 
29th. PLATANUS OCCIDENTALIS—Button-wood, Sycamore. 

A very large tree, often sixty or eighty feet high, and 
two to five feet, or more, in diameter, with thick spread- 
ing branches. Will do well in any situation, but thrives 
best in moist soil. Found in a number of localities. 
About three thousand specimens. 

30th. Popunus Barsamirera—Balsam Poplar. 

A tree thirty to eighty feet high, and one to two feet in 
diameter. Leaves about three inches long. Prefers a 
deep, moist and rich soil. About fifty specimens found. ~ 
Probably not a native. 
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81st. PopuLus angeNtea—Cotton tree. 
A tree forty to sixty feet high, and from one to two feet 
in diameter. Leaves three to six inches long. Grows in 
moist ground. About fifty specimens found. 


32d. PoruLus TREMULOIDES—American Aspen. 

A tree twenty to thirty feet high, and from six to ten 
inches in diameter. Leaves about two inches long, breadth 
usually greater than the length. Flowers in May and 
April. Prefers a moist soil. About one hundred speci- 
mens found. 


33d. Prunus Vircintrana—Choke Cherry. 


A shrub or small tree. Leaves two to four inches long. 
Grows on rocky hillsides. Found everywhere in’ the 
brushwood, About two thousand specimens. 











84th. Quercus MAcRocARPA—Over-cup. White Oak. 


Trunk forty to sixty feet high. Bark of the branches 
somewhat corky in ridges. Leaves six to twelve inches 
or more in length. About fifteen hundred specimens. 





85th. Quercus nupra—Red Oak. 

Grows from fifty to eighty fect high, and from two to 
four fect in diameter. Leaves to nine inches long and 
three to five inches wide. Flowersin May. Grows well 
ina poor soil. About two thousand specimens found. 





iy 86th. Quercus PALUSTRIs—Pin Oak. 

A pretty conical shaped tree, with leaves of a light 
green. The lower branches often pendulous, sweeping 
the ground, and forming a pleasant shade. 

3 
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87th. Ropryia pseupacacta—Common Locust tree. 


A tree forty or fifty fect high, occasionally reaches the 
height of ninety feet, not indigenous in any part of the 
state, but almost naturalized in many places. A very 
yaluable tree on account of its wood. Found in compact 
growth. About three thousand specimens. 


38th. AuNus Americana—American Elm. 

A large tree, sometimes eighty or more feet high and 
two to four feet in diameter. Leaves three to five inches 
Jong. Flowersin April. Thrives only in light, rich loam. 
Generally distributed. About six thousand specimens. 


80th. VipurNuM AceRtroLium—Muple-leaved Arrcw wood. 





A shrub three to five feet high, with smooth, straight 
and slender branches. Leaves three to five inches, in 
diameter. Flowers in June, Found very generally dis- 
tributed. About five thousand specimens. 





40th. Visurnum paucirLoruM—Mountain bush Cranberry. 


A shrub two to four feet high, found in great abundance. 


dist. Viris Laprusca—Fox Grape. 


Stem yery long, straggling over bushes or shrubs or 
climbing the highest trees. Sometimes six or eight inches 
‘in diameter. Common in woods and swamps. Two 
thousand specimens found. 


42d. Vitis QUINQUEFOLIA—American Ivy. 
A vine of rapid growth, climbing trees and other ob- 
jects, and spreading extensiyely—presenting a very beau- 
tiful and striking appearance in the autumn from its 
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curious foliage. Flowers in July. About five hundred 
specimens found, 


The remainder of the plants that have been found are 
either injurious or so few in number as to render any re- 
ference to them in this connection unimportant. The 
total number of species found is seventy, of which there 
are in all about one hundred and fifty thousand specimens. 
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Ghe Plan. 


The art of ornamenting and preparing ground for pur- 
poses of pleasure, has undergone many changes since it 
first became a study, and within the past century has been 
marked by a most rapid progression. he earlier efforts 
were characterized by a desire to make nature assume a 
strictly artificial appearance, giving to every scene an air 
of formality and symmetry, aseeming attempt to apply the 
rules of architecture to landscape, under the impression, 
that the greatest effect was thereby produced. Later 
years have developed a clearer conception of the true 
nature of taste, and has given to a modern style, 
which is based upon the maxim, that “ the greatest art is 
to conceal art.” 














These two styles, “the natural” and “ the artificial,” 
modified in different countries by national characteristics, 
and the pecularities of climate, have originated the various 
schools of art, such as the Italian, the Dutch, the French, 
and the Hnglish, which have been followed, to a greater or 
Jess extent by all those who have had any pretension as 
professors in this particular field. In England, under the 
auspices of landed wealth and a liberal government, and 
through the studies of Kent, Repton and London, improy- 
ing upon the efforts and profiting by the errors of two 
centuries, it has reached a high degree of perfection; in 
Germany, by the energy and genius of Puckler Muskau, it 
has changed the neglected suburbs of ancient cities into 
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smiling gardens and beautiful pleasure grounds; in Rus- 
sia, contending with a rigorous climate, it has converted 
once dreary landscapes into picturesque scenery, and in 
France, it has enabled her gay capital to encompass so 
much that is pleasurable in existence. 


Yet, to seek among the parks of Hurope for a model for- 
our own, would be a reflection upon our national taste, 
which finds so much food for study in the ever-changing 
scenery for which this country is so remarkable: 


Besides, those parks, in many instances, are but appen- 
dages of grandeur to rank, where lavish expenditure, aided 
by all the appliances of art, give regal effect to scenes 
which the people enjoy at the discretion of their posses- 
sors. While our park, like the government, comes from 
the people, and to them, in all the phases of society, it 
must necessarily be devoted. Hence, at the outset, we 
should seek to know the peculiar wants of all classes, and 
to endeavor to gratify them at every step, with a due re- 
gard to the principles of art, and an economical expendi- 
ture of money. 


As, has already been stated, the natural configuration of 
the surface is the basis of the intended improvements. 
The hills, the valleys and the streams, are nature’s pen- 
cilings on the surface of the earth, rivaling, in their pic. 
tured grace, the most beautiful conceptions of the finite 
mind; to alter them, would be desecration; to erase them, 
folly! 


Upon a proper understanding of these features, and a 
proper appreciation of their beauty, depends the unity of 
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the design. If this unity is lost sight of in the arrange- 
ment of the details, an assemblage of incongruities is at 
once produced, painful to the eye, and indicative of the 
absence of correct taste in art, To obtain that infor- 
ination which would enable us to lay down and main- 
tain this leading principle, has been the object of the 
preliminary surveys. Witha view to seenre accuracy and 
expedite the work, the area has been divided into four 





parts, each division into sections, and each section into 
sub divisions of sufficiently small extent, to insnre the 


ch angle of the 





minute delincation of the topography. E 
smaller areas las been substantially marked in the field, 
and the altitudes of these points determined for the found- 
ation of contour lines. Allof the data thus obtained, is 
being transferred to paper. The maps of the different 
sections being on a very large scale, will form working 
drawings easily referable to the marked points in the 
field. So that the whole subject is, as it were, grasped at 
once, and under complete control, 


But still more does this leading principle require to be 
maintained in the arrangement of the trees, shrubs and 
vines. Upon the harmonious blending of all that is beau- 
tiful in light and shade, in color, size and shape, depends 
the perfection of the scheme. To know the character and 
habits of trees,—the yarious tints of their foliage in the 
changing seasons,—to adapt all these to the character of 
the ground—so that the wildly picturesque shall not clash 
with the softly beautiful—so that those trees, whose 
majestic growth and wide-spreading branches enable a 
single specimen to give character to a landscape, shall not 
have their grandeur destroyed by being placed in incon- 
gruous groups,—to produce, by a judicious arrangement 
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of masses and single trees, and the introduction of a great 
number of different species of vegetation, such a yariety in 
the details, that every turn may develop some new feature, 
while an air of harmony pervades the whole, and no dis- 
cordant contrasts offend the eye; this is what the plan 
seeks to arrive at, fulfilling, at the same time, certain 
popular conditions, previously alluded to, of which the 
following are some of the details: 

Fi 
entir 











—A principal road or drive, which shall, in its 
extent, embrace every feature of importance within 
the limits, and every prominent view without. This 
drive to be wide enough to admit of its being used by a 
large number and variety of vehicles at the’same time; 
to be long enough for an afternoon’s drive, and not so 
long as to necessitate the passing over, of the same ground, 
twice. 











Second.—Another driye, secluded in its character, to 
be used by such persons as desire to be more retired. 


Third.—Certain roads devoted to equestrians, to the 
exclusion of vehicles. 





Fourth. Certain walks devoted exclusively to pedes- 
trians. 

Vifth.—Certain transverse roads, at convenient dis- 
tances, to allow of an easy transit across the park, for 
business and other purposes. 

Sixth.—A level space, prepared for, and allotted to 
military exercises, of sufficient extent to admit of every 
description of field mancuvre, either by regiment, battal- 
ion, brigade or division; infantry, cavalry or artillery. 

Seventh.—A cricket ground, for the encouragement of, 
and an indulgence in, athletic and manly sports. 
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Eighth Spaces devoted to botanical and horticultural 
purposes. 

Certain preliminary operations should necessarily pre- 
cede these detailed improvements, such as—— 

First.—A thorongh drainage of the entire area. 

Second.—Removal of interior inclosures, (stone walls, 
&e.) 

'Third.—Remoyal of stone and other material, deposited 
in extending streets and avenues. 

Fourth.—Remoyal of buildings. 

Fifth.—Cutting and removing brushwood and briars. 

Sixth—Grubbing or clearing the ground of useless 
roots and vegetation. 

Seventh.—Preparing ground for nursery. 

Highth.—Trenching ground for sward. 

Ninth.Leveling and preparing ground for “The 
Parade.” 

Tenth.—Leveling and preparing cricket ground. 

Eleventh.—Building temporary inclosure. 

Twelfth. Excayating ponds. 

All these may go on at the same time, and should 
be begun at once. 


The Cirenit, 
The construction of the roads is the next step. Of 
these, “The Circuit,” or principal drive, is the main 
feature; this enters the park atthe corner of Fifth avenue 


and Fifty-ninth street, with a road-way seventy feet in 
width, and a foot-path on either side, of fifteen feet, de- 
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scending immediately by an easy grade into a deep valley. 
On the left is a lake, which terminates the stream running 
through this valley; on the right, a ledge of rocks. For 
a distance of about one hundred and fifty feet, with a curve 
of two hundxed feet radius, it follows the base of a rock, 
rising abruptly on the right, thence along the edge of a 
stream, coming in view of another sheet of water, with a 
cascade in the distance. The ground now rises, and from 
the road a considerable view is obtained of the interior. 


Passing the rear of the arsenal, the road again descends 
into a valley curving to the left, with a radius of three 
hundred feet, and crossing a small stream, by a rustic 
bridge. A short distance on it intersects the first trans- 
verse road, which extends along the lateral valley between 
Sixty third and Sixty-fourth streets, following, by a cir- 
cuitous route, the course of the valley. From this point 
a fine view is obtained through the valley; thence curving 
to the right, with a radius of eight hundred fect, and then 
to the left, with a radius of six hundred feet, it ascends 
the high ground, to the left of a perpendicular ledge of 
rocks; thence by a succession of curves it reaches a promi- 
nent elevation, from which an extensive view is obtained 
to the north aud west. At the foot of the hill is a minia- 
ture lake, and in the distance the botanical garden. The 
road then descends by a curve to the left into the valley, 
Passing the botanical gardens on the right, it intersects 
the second transverse avenue at Seventy-fourth street. 
Then bending to the right, on a curve of eight hundred 
feet radius, and again curving to the left, it intersects the 
third transverse road at Seventy-ninth street, and passes 
parallel to the Fifth avenue to the right of “ The Parade,” 
fifty acres in extent, lying in front of the smaller reser- 
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voir, the sides of which are terraced and laid out with 
walks for a view of the military mancuvres. 


At the northern extremity of “The Parade,” “The 
Cireuit” intersects at Eighty sixth street, the fourth tran- 
sit avenue. Here, in the broad valley, lies the new reser- 
yoir, laid out in irregular shape, one hundred acres in 
extent, and denominated “The Croton Lake.” The 
southern side of the lake is a 
passes to the right of it and r 
the fifth tran: 
following thi 





adual slope. The road 
s gradually, intersecting 
erse avenue at Ninety-seventh street. Then 
venue, it reaches a high point which over- 
looks the lake, and a very large portion of the park, north, 
south and west, with the Harlem river, Highbridge, and 
Westchester county in the distance 














“The Cirenit” also joins here the Boston post road, 
which leads ont to the northern end of the park, and 
along which there are a number of fine views. All 
through the upper portions of the park, superb views may 
be obtained from prominent points. Vista rock, Summit 
rock, Mount Prospect, Bellevue rock and Mount St. Vin- 
cent, embrace’ views of the Hudson and Hast rivers, the 
entire city, Long Island, and Long Island Sound; Harlem 
river, Westchester county, the Palisades, all of the public 
institutions on the islands in the Bast river, in short, 
a complete panorama of New York city and its suburbs. 
Three of these views accompany the report. 











Passing around the Croton lake, “The Cirenit”” ap- 
proaches the locality of the Highth avenue. Going south, 
between the smaller reservoir and the Highth avenue, to 
the right, is the highest elevation in the park, one hun. 
dred and thirty five feet, from which a view of the Hud- 


43 (Doe. No. 5- 


son, and numerous views of the interior are obtained; 
also an extensive view of the city. 


The road now descends into a deep valley, where it in- 
tersects the northerly end of one of the transverse roads. 
Farther on it passes along the cricket ground, crossing in 
its course several streams, and passing along the borders 
of miniature lak After leaving the cricket ground, 
the road curves around to the juncture of Eighth avenue, 
Broadway and Fifty-ninth street, where it debouches from 
the ground, being about five miles in length. An inspee- 
tion of the plan can alone complete this glance at “The 
Circuit.” The Glen road, entering on Fifty-ninth street, 
between Sixth and Seventh avenues, is much more se- 
cluded, and, perhaps, more picturesque than this. A por- 
tion of these roads are staked out and ready to be worked. 








The following is an estimate of the amount required for 
active operations, during the year ending 31st December, 
1857; it includes such work as a properly organized force 
may accomplish in favorable weather: 


1. Excavation and construction of drains. $20,000 
2. Removal of interior inclosures, (walls, &e.). 5,000 
3. Remoyal of stone and other material depo- 

sited in extending streets and ayenues... 10,000 
4, Remoyal of buildings................. . 5,000 
5. Outting and removal of brushwood and bri- 

hha oomyBasentiocEcoSs Boueuandeooporcrs a GH ii) 
6. Clearing the entire ground of useless roots 

and vegetation. 10,000 
7. Preparing ground for nursery.....- 5,000 


Carried fonward\.< cs. scseeu snes ++ $60,000 
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Brought forward. . 50 $60,000 

8. Manures.......-+0 10,000 

9. Trenching ground for sward . 15,000 
10. Purchase of two hundred thousand nursery 

liS33E co qenspocaansnded : 30,000 

11. Transplanting forest trees . . 10,000 

12. Shrubs and vines......:........ Oengocss ~ 10,000 





13. Leveling and preparing ground for parade. 15,000 








14. Leveling and preparing cricket ground... 5,000 
15. Excavating ponds.. 10,000 
16., Temporary inclosure. 15,000 
17. Construction of roads and bridges 50,000 





As soon as the ground can be prepared, it is intended 
to plant out the exterior line, wherever the presence of 
rocks does not prevent, with an irregular border of nur- 
sery trees, some of which may be used as they are wanted, 
while others will be suffered to remain as a permanent 
plantation. To facilitate the grouping, all the lines of 
view from different points have been laid down upon the 
plan. 


In the construction of the roads, improvement of the 
water-courses, and preparation of the ponds, certain points 
will be indicated, where, by transplanting full grown trees, 
immediate effect will be produced. The young growth, 
which is now on the park, and which is all that has been 
spared by the rapacious occupants of the cabins which 
deface the ground, will, in a comparatively short time, 
add a material beauty to the park, especially if immediate 
steps are taken to inclose the area, and preserve the vege- 
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tation from further depredations. Delay in this matter is 
the worst policy that can be adopted. 


Six years of legislation have already been spent in se- 
curing the ground. Less time than this will suffice to re- 
store, in some measure, its original beauty; nature stands 
ready, with her reproductive power, to make up for the 
delay, and put to shame the wantonness of man. 


Let the work of improvement be begun at once, and 
* those who conceived this measure will see it completed. 
The hot days of midsummer will soon return, with the 
pestilence in their train, and the overworked inhabitants 
will seek in vain a spot where they can breathe the pure 
air of heaven. The annual record of mortality will again 
number its ten thousand victims, from children under five 
years of age, to most of whom air would have been life, 
but whose parents have not the means to seek for it beyond 
the limits of the city, while tardy legislation prevents 
their finding it here. Thus humanity adds her pleading 
voice to the many powerful reasons for no longer with- 
holding this great public boon and blessing. 











Doe. No. 5.) 46 


Report of Aeogeess in First Dibision, 


To Bezerv L. Vive, Esq., 
Bugineer-in-Chief : 


Centra Park, Pinsr Division, 
New Yorx, January, 1, 1857. 


+ Sir:—In obedience to your orders, I herewith submit 
areport, on that portion of the Central Park which has 
been allotted to my charge, embracing a general recon- 
naisance of its topographical features, together with an 
account of the field-work, which has been performed since 
the organization of the party. 





The first, or southern division of the Central Park, 
comprises that portion extending from Fifty-ninth street 
northward to Sixty-ninth street, and included between 
the Fifth and Highth avenues The upper portion, ex- 
eepting the extreme east, and comprising nearly one half 
of the whole, forms an extensive plateau, from seventy to 
to ninety feet above the mean level of high water, assumed 
as a plane of reference. 








The lower portion, on the eminem presents an exceed- 
ingly diversified and abrupt appearance, its elements 
seem at first sight too incongruous for classification; 
a closer examination, however, shows that it is divided 
into three ridges, or ranges, which, for convenience, are 
designated as the western, middle and eastern. They 


47 (Doe. No. 5. 


are mostly high and rocky, separated from each other by 
intervening valleys of varying width, the ranges are 
nearly parallel in direction, stretching from northwest 
to southeast, and differing widely in their extent and 
general aspect. 


The wes 





tern ridge commences a little east of Seventh 
avenue, at which point its lower extremity rises vertically 
from Fifty-ninth street for twenty feet, presenting a ledge 
two hundred feet in width and one hundred feet on the 
course of the range, with sides forming a steep descent in 
every direction. Proceeding northward, we find the ridge 
so level and depressed, as sc 





ly to deserve its name, pre 
serving an average width of five hundred fect, but possess- 
ing no feature worthy of particular notice till we reach 
Sixty-second strect. Mere, between the Seventh and 
Eighth avenues. a ledge of rock rises twenty feet above 
the general level, witha short steep descent on its western 
side, anda long easy slope to the east. At this point, the 
street has divided the ledge, which reappears on the upper 
side with a width of one hundred feet, and extending 
seventy-five feet before again dipping to the general level. 





Two remaining elevations claim attention: one rises 
abruptly to a height of thirty feet in the northwestern 
angle of Sixty-second street and Seventh avenue, form- 
ing, at its summit, a floor of rock fifty feet in diameter. 
The other at Sixty-third street. a little west of Seventh 
avenue, is a rocky knoll ten feet in height, with a base 
of forty feet. The remainder of the ridge rises with a 
gentle ascent to its upper extremity at Sixty-fourth street, 
where it is above the grade of the Kighth avenue, some 
ten feet. 
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On the southern side of this range, is a collection of 
water extending three hundred feet east from the retain. 
ing wall of Eighth avenue, and five hundred feet south from 
that of Sixty-second street; a culvert for its passage ex- 
tends under and across the Eighth avenue, but the water 
is at present stagnant. 


The western ridge is limited on the north by a broad 
yalley, some two hundred feet in width, whose well de- 
fined boundaries constitute the di g line between the 
upper and lower portions of the division. Originating at 
the Highth avenue, between Sixty-fourth and Sixty-sixth 
streets, it sweeps eastward, by an easy curve, reaching the 
Seventh avenue at Sixty-second street. At this point one 
branch extends along the avenue to Sixty-first street, and 
then in a southeastern direction to Fifty-ninth street, 
terminating at the summit of a gentle rise which connects 
it with the plain below. The main branch, on the other 
hand, follows a line nearly east, its sides at first narrow- 
ing, and again receding, till, at Sixth avenue and Sixty- 
second street, it becomes the base of a depression stretch- 
ing up the avenue to Sixty-si 
gracefully to the south, it forms, in its passage between 
























hstreet. Again curving 


the middle and eastern range, a miniature lake, some one 
hundred and fifty feet in diameter. The aspect of the 
park at this place, is perhaps wilder than at any other 
spot. At Sixtieth street, the valley merges into an open 
plain, which covers the south-eastern portion of the divi- 
sion, the only exception being an elevation in the angle 
of Pifty-ninth street and Fifth avenue, which, extending 
fifty feet in width and twenty in height, reaches westward 
three hundred and fifty-feet, terminating abruptly ina face 
of rock. 
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Next, is the middle range, which is included between 
Sixtieth and Sixty-second streets, and from four hundred 
* feet east to four hundred feet west of Sixth ayenue. On 
the northeast it is bold, rocky and precipitous, and from 
forty to fifty feet in height. On the west also, its sides 
are steep, though attaining a less altitude, while on the 
remaining portions, the ascent is long and gradual; the 
summit is generally level; commanding from all points 
a widely extended view. In the centge this ridges 
itself almost divided by a depression, reaching, in a south- 
erly direction, from Sixty-first street to the place of its 
base. 


The eastern range occupies a belt two hundred feet in 
~ width, from Sixtieth to Sixty-third street, its centre being 
about midway between the Fifth and Sixth avenues; it 
contains three marked elevations, the remaining portion 
being but slightly above the valleys which it separates. 
Of these elevations the most southerly is forty feet in 
height, with sides nearly vertical on the west and north- 
west, and rapidly ascending at all other points; ils sum- 
mit is fifty feet in diameter, and tolerably level. The next 
in importance, is a ledge of rock at Sixty-third street, 
twenty feet in height and one hundred feet in width, 
and about fifty feet in depth. The last, near Sixty- 
third street, but farther to the east, isa smal! knoll, ten 
feet in height, with a base of nearly fifty feet. 


From the eastern range to Fifth avenue, the surface is 
level, with the exception of a rocky knoll, twenty-five 
feet in height and sixty in diameter, which occupies the 
south side of Sixty-third street at Fifth avenue, rising 

4 
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vertically from the east, north and west, and with mo- 
derate steepness from the south. At Sixty-first street, 
twenty feet west of Fifth avenue, we find another lake of 
miniature proportions, whose outlet is through the valley 
in which it is located, winding its way to the plain at 
Fifty-ninth street, where it soon loses its identity, in 
commingling with other streams. 


Extending on the north, and to the limits of the divi- 
sion, is the plateau before referred to, its southern ex- 
tremity stretching westward in the vicinity’ of Sixty- 
sixth street to the Sixth avenue; thence bearing down- 
ward and reaching Sixty-fifth street, half way to the Fifth 
avenue. From this point, its western limit curves north- 
ward and westward, terminating at Sixty-ninth street, on 
the Sixth avenue. 





Its general character is that of a plain, slightly undu- 
lating; on the western side showing numerous outcrops of 
rock, while the middle and eastern portions appear cover- 
ed with a good soil, susceptible of a high state of cultiva- 
tion. It slopes gradually to the south, and at the extreme 
southeast, exposes, in the long descent, numerous ledges 
of rock, which, half hidden and half disclosed, impart a 
picturesque appearance to the scene. At the upper ex- 
tremity, the partial opening of Sixty-ninth streethas formed 
a narrow body of water, extending most of the way from 
the Seventh avenue to the Highth avenue, the portion on 
this division, being about thirty feet in width. One or 
two other small depressions also occur, none, however, of 
any magnitude. 


The only space yet remaining to be described, is that 
to the eastward of the plateau. Its upper portion is ele- 
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vated to nearly the same level with the plateau of which — 
it appears at first sight to be merely a prolongation. At 
Sixty-ninth street, a little east of Sixth avenue, two small 
ledges of rocks appear, and at the western base of these 
is discerned the head of a valley, which, at first broad 
and level, gradually contracts, till, crossing Sixty-seventh 
street, three hundred and twenty-live feet east of Sixth 
ayenue, it becomes narrowed to a small stream, which 
forces its way southward through high banks for one hun- 
dred feet; then being joined by another stream of like 
dimensions, it proceeds still southward, the long ascent 
on the west leading to the summit of the plateau, while 
eastward, the ground rises gradually to the Fifth avenue, 

_ which is crossed by the stream at Sixty-fonrth street, a 
culvert under the arsenal grounds, providing for its pas- 
sage. The other stream heads, also at Sixty-ninth street, 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues, the ground on either 
side being of the same elevated and level character which * 
distinguishes the upper portion in general, till we reach 
Sixty-seventh street; here, on the east, a knoll of rock 
rises some thirty-feetin height with its sidessloping steeply 
to,the south, and more gradually on the east and north. On 
the west is alsoa ridge, which, forming the division between 
the,two streams, extends only to their intersection, one hun- 
dred and fifty feet south of Sixty-seventh street, its average 
width here is about twenty feet, and at its lower extrem- 
ity terminates abruptly in a vertical face of rock ten feet 
in height. On the northern side of Sixty-seventh street, 
this same ledge extends for three hundred feet, reaching 
its culminating point at seventy-five feet, and here form- 
ing a floor of rock fifty feet wide and nearly two hundred 
in length. The difference between the greatest elevation 
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and lowest depression on the division is seventy-two feet, 
the lowest point appearing fifty feet north of Fifty-ninth 
street, and three hundred feet west of Fifth avenue, 
giving a height of twenty-three feet two inches above the 
plane of reference, and the highest showing ninety-five 
feet six inches, and occurring near Sixty-ninth street, a 
little east of the Eighth avenue. 


Sield Work. 

The party was organized on the 17th of June, consist- 
ing of the surveyor, with a first and second assistant. 
Taking the field at once, they proceeded to determine 
the exterior line of the division, and, notwithstanding 
the intense heat, they finished the work by the middle 
of July, having prepared three profiles, one of Fifty- 
ninth street, another of the Fifth avenue, and the last 
of the Highth avenue, beside the necessary computations 
for excayation and embankment. At this time, an axe- 
man was added to the party, and they commenced the 
topographical survey, running transit lines fifty fect apart, 
from Fifty-ninth street northward, and driving stakes 
every fifty feet on these’ lines, from Fifth to Highth ave- 
nue. Progress was necessarily slow, from the rugged 
character of the ground, it being rarely practicable to ob- 
tain a sight over six hundred feet at a single setting of 
the instrument; considerable brush was also encountered, 
through which the lines could only be run by clearing a 
path through the brush with a bush-hook, and trouble was 
experienced with ihe poisonous ivy, which occurs abund- 
antly in the brush; one member of the party was so badly 
poisoned with it, as to be confined to his room for a 
fortnight. : 
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Notwithstanding these annoyances, the work has been 
steadily continued up to the present time, varied by oc- 
easional leveling, staking out of roads, and tracing the 
streams of the park to their outlet, with reference to 
determining the requisite mode of drainage. 


The number of stakes thus placed is about two thou- 
sand; from the Fifth to Seventh avenue, the space from 
Fifty-ninth to Sixty-third street is completed; between 
Seventh and Highth avenues, it is completed from Fifty- 
ninth to Sixty-sixth streets. In addition, some five hun- 
dred have been placed in the upper portion, between the 
Fifth and Seventh avenues. 


In conclusion, it is hut justice to say, that the satisfac- 
tory progress of the work, is due, in a great measure, to 
the gentlemen of the party, who have so ably seconded 
my efforts; through every discouragement, they have 
worked cheerfully and with unremitting perseverance. 


Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


CHARLES K. GRAHAM, 
City Surveyor and Engineer, 
in charge of First Divison. 
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Report of Progress in Second Dibision, 


Szconp Division, Centra Park, 
December 31, 1856. 


Eeserr L. Viere, Esq., 
Engineer-in-Chief. 


Sir :—I have the honor to submit herewith a report of 
the progress made in the surveys of the division of the 
Central Park, placed, by your direction, under my imme- 
diate superintendence. 


This division is embraced between the Fifth and Highth 
ayenues, which are its eastern and western boundaries ; 
and extends from Sixty-ninth street on the south, to 
Seventy-ninth street on the north, comprising an area of 
nearly one hundred and seyenty-four (174) acres ;—and 
from the picturesque, alternations of hill, vale, streamlet, 
dell, and precipice, it presents a series of topographical 
characteristics, which at little cost will render this divis- 
ion of the Park one of the most romantic spots on the 
island. 


At the intersection of Seventy-fourth street with the 
Fifth avenue, is a broad valley about forty feet above 
tide-water, and twenty feet below the established grade 
of the adjacent thoroughfares. This valley extends, in a 
sinuous course, to the Highth avenue, and is traversed by 
a rivulet which drains the entire division. The side _ 
slopes on the northern exterior are very gradual as far 
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as the line of the Sixth avenue; while those on the south 
are steep and precipitous, and rise to a height of eighty 
feet above tide; which elevation is reached at Seventy- 
second street, where the topography changes to a broad 
plateau, stretching southerly to Sixth ninth street, and 
terminating on the west in a ridge, from the summit of 
which several interesting views are obtained Following 
this ridge as far as Seventy-second street, it curves sharp- 
ly to the north, and descends rapidly until it terminates 
in an acute angle of quartzoze rock, at the junction of 
Sixth avenue and Seventy-third street. 





The first northern arm of the central valley, which is 
traversed by a branch of the main rivulet, commences 
about three hundred and fifty feet from the Fifth avenue, 
and preserves this distance until it reaches Seventy-ninth 
street. At intervals, the course of the brook expands 
into small lakes, 


On the east of the valley, the ground rises toward 
Fifth avenue, and rolls from that point toward Seventy- 
ninth street, between which it is divided into orchards, 
gardens and pasture lands. On the west, it ascends rap- 
idly for about three hundred feet, and beyond that, for a 
width of five hundred feet, it forms an inclined plane to 
the north, the general uniformity of which is broken by 
occasional mounds and outcroppings of rock. The por- 
tion east of the Sixth avenue is grazing land; and in the 
vicinity of Seventy-eighth street a grove of cedars is 
found growing upon, and partially concealing, a clump of 
rocks. From this point the view is charmingly pic- 
turesque ; its elevation is one hundred feet above tide. 
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That portion lying west of the Sixth avenue is covered 
with a fine growth of young locust, which only require 
a skillful hand to transform them into a grove of a highly 
ornamental character. 


Still following the central valley, it pursues a serpen- 
tine course around the ridges, terminating at Seventy- 
third street, to about three hundred feet from the Sixth 
avenue, where the valley expands to a width of three 
hundred feet At this point it is intersected by another 
valley of uniform slope, extending south to Seventy-first 
street, 


About one hundred feet beyond this intersection, on 
the north, is a sheltered ravine, the sides of which are 
overhung by huge masses of rock, and interwoven with 
clusters of the wild grape and ivy. Here is also a small 
stream, which forms the outlet for a lake near the base of 
the reservoir, and has, throughout its winding course, nu- 
merous cascades and waterfalls which percolate through 
the interstices of the rock. The length of this ravine is 
about one thousand feet, and it varies in width from fifty 
to two hundred feet. 


The ridge forming the eastern boundary presents few 
points of interest, except to the geologist; while that on 
the west, commencing at Seventy-fourth street and the 
Seventh avenue, rises gradually to Seventy-fifth street ; 
beyond this the rock assumes a varied character, and 
forms a series of spherical terraces. Reaching the summit 
of this elevation, equal to one hundred and thirty-four 
feet above tide, is a tablet, level in surface, and covering 
an area of five thousand square feet. 
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From this the coup d’eil is pleasing in the greatest 
degree ; and as the circuit of vision is wholly unobstruct- 
ed, it naturally suggests the location of a tower, or ob- 
seryatory, on this point. 


At Seventh ayenue is intersected the principal valley 
running north andssouth ; its point of beginning is on 
Sixty-ninth street, near the Sixth avenue, at an elevation 
of sixty-seven feet above tide-water. It descends with an 
easy grade to Seventieth street (being drained by a small 
stream which empties itself into the main rivulet, two 
hundred feet west of the Seventh avenue, at Seventy-third 
street, forming the only southern tributary), where it sud- 
denly expands to a width of three hundred feet, and forms 
an extensive plain, which unites with the central valley 
already described. The eastern slope of this valley is 
formed by a ridge eighty fect in height, which runs par- 
allel with, and distant one hundred feet east from the 
Seventh avenue. The western boundary between Seven- 
tieth and Seventy first streets consists of a succession of 
rugged slopes; thence to Seyenty-second street, where 
the valley is five hundred feet wide, the sides are a series 
of gentle undulations rising to the west ; from this point 
it curves round the base of a perpendicular, rock ninety 
feet above tide-water, to the junction of Seventy-third 
street and Highth avenue, and then extends to Seventy- 
fifth street, where it is broken by a spur, projecting from 
the Eighth avenue, and an isolated hillock, which rises 
near the line of the Seventh avenue. Beyond this, at 
Seventy-sixth strect, the plain loses itself in a cluster of 
hills lying parallel with each other, dividing the ground 
into three parts, and forming three magnificent passes, in 
which the scenery is of a shadowy and sylvan character. 
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The central pass is the most attractive; it is about 
seventy-five feet wide, three hundred feet long, and is 
hemmed in by high hills on either hand. The one on 
the west rises forty feet above the valley level, and pre- 
sents one of the most remarkable geological features in 


the park. 
> 


The eastern pass is lost in the rolling ground beyond 
Seventy-seventh street. 


The western one strikes off and runs along the Highth 
avenue, uniting again with the central one at Seventy- 
seventh street, leading through a net work of dells to 
the northern limit of the division. 


A small pond is found on the line of the Eighth avenue, 
at Seventy-sixth street, formed by a stream which enters 
the park near Seventy-ninth stfeet. This pond has an 
outlet at Seventy-sixth street, which passes under the ay- 
enue, and returns again to the park at Seventy-fourth 
street, where it becomes the principal rivulet of the 
central valley. 

The southeasterly section, extending from Seventy- 
third street and Eighth avenue to Sixty-ninth street and 
Seventh avenue, is broken into a succession of hills, val- 
leys and table lands, prominent among which is a plateau, 
extending from Seventy-third street to Seventy-first street, 
with an average width of two hundred feet, and a grad- 
ual slope toward the south. 


Between Seyenty-first and Sixty-ninth streets the ground 
is exceedingly rugged, and uninteresting in description. 
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Field Work. 


The field operations were commenced on the 14th of 
June—the party consisting of a chief; a first and second 
assistant, and an axe-man. 


From that date until the 12th of July, the party was 
engaged in locating and determining the elevation of the 
exterior line, of the division, and also in making the 
profiles, estimates, &e., &c., having experienced great 
difficulty on the easterly side, in consequence of all the 
monuments on the line of the Fifth avenue haying been 
either removed or rendered unreliable. 


During the remainder of July and the month of August, 
the party was occupied in running transit lines east and 
west, at intervals of fifty feet, commencing at the centre 
line of Sixty-ninth street, and going thence northerly, 
thereby cutting the division into a series of squares. The 
progress was rendered slow by the intense heat, which 
limited the work to morning and evening hours. The 
party also suffered much from having, in many instances, 
been severely poisoned by the wild ivy which is found in 
great abundance on this division, and which presents a 
serious impediment in running the lines, as it can only 
be removed by a bush-hook at great expense of time and 
labor. 


From the 1st of September to the 10th of December, 
we continued to run the east and west lines, and also 
traced the course of the stream, draining this division, to 
its termination at the East river, and located various 
roads, &e. 
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Up to this date, we had run the transverse lines be- 
tween the Fifth and Sixth avenues, from Sixty-ninth to 
Seyenty-ninth street, between the Sixth and Seventh ay- 
enues, as far north as Seventy-fourth street; and between 
the Seventh and Nighth avenues, from Sixty-ninth to 
Seyenty-seventh streets. 


From the 10th of December to the present time, the 
party has been engaged in leveling and plotting the field 
work, determining the contour lines for every foot in 
height. 


In conclusion, I cannot omit the opportunity to express 
my entire satisfaction with the manner in which the gen- 
tlemen, composing wy party, have performed their several 
duties. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES ©. 8S. SINCLAIR, 
Engineer, Second Division, C.P. 
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Aopart of Progress in Chird Dibiston, 


New York, January 5, 1856. 


Eesert L. Vierp, Eso., ‘: 
Engineer-in-Chief, Central Par: 





Dear Sir:—In accordance with your instructions, I sub- 
mit a summary review of the operations that have been 
carried on under my surveillance as Surveyor of the Third 
Division of the Central Park, which, as you are aware, is 
bounded on the south by the centre of Seventy-ninth 
street, on the north by Ninety-sixth street, on the west by 
the Highth avenue, and on the east by the Fifth avenue. 
T would embrace this occasion to render a brief deserip- 
tion of the. topographical features of the surface of the 
ground embraced in said division. 


The lowest point, as yet ascertained in this division, is 
situated on the central line of Seventy-ninth street, distant 
two hundred and seventy feet westerly from the westerly 
line of the Fifth avenue, and is sixty-six feet above high 
water. The highest point issituated between Wighty-third 
and Bighty-fourth streets, about one hundred feet easterly 
from the easterly line of Eighth ayenue, and is one hun- 
dred and thirty-four feet above high water. 


The grade of the surface of the ground of the westerly 
line or side of the Fifth avenue, extending from the centre 
of said Seventy-ninth street to Eighty-sixth street, pre- 
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sents rather an even appearance. Between Seventy-ninth _ 
and Hightieth streets on the Fifth avenue, there occurs a 
gradual declension, extending about two hundred and 
fifty feet westerly from said avenue; from this terminus 
the ground partakes of a gradual rise or elevation, ex- 
tending to a range line distant about one hundred and 
fifty feet easterly of the Sixth avenue; from this last line 
occurs a steep ascent to the easterly wall of the Distribut- 
ing Reservoir, This portion of the ground is mainly 
composed of a hard species of rock. Wightieth street 
has been opened and graded, connecting the Fifth and 
Sixth avenues, which forms an embankment or elevation 
of about eight feet above the surface of the ground on 
the northerly and southerly sides thereof. The width of 
which, on its upper surface is about twenty-five feet, and 
at the base about fifty feet. 





The surface of the ground on the Sixth avenue, extend- 
ing from Hightieth to Eighty-sixth streets, presents an 
even uniform appearance, Quite a large embankment of 
stone has been erected on the easterly line of said last- 
mentioned avenue, extending from said Hightieth street, 
to about the cnetre of the block between Hightieth and 
Highty-first streets. The surface of the land on the 
eacterly side of this embankment, is mostly wet and 
marshy; the average depth of which, below the surface of 
the avenue, being about twelve feet, and extending about 
two hundred and fifty fect along Hightieth street, easterly 
from said embankment. The grounds extending easterly 
from this soil present an even grade until within a short 
distance from the westerly line of the Fifth avenue, where 
a slight risé oceurs. About midway between Hightieth 
and Highty-first streets, the surface of the land partakes 
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of a rise extending northerly to within a short distance 
north of Highty-first street, from which said last men- 
tioned terminus there appears to be an even surface 
extending to Highty-sixth street. There also occurs a» 
gradual declension of the surface of the land commencing 
about two hundred feet easterly from the easterly line of 
the Sixth avenue, (extending from Highty-first to Bighty- 
sixth street,) and terminating on a line distant about one 
hundred and fifty feet westerly from the westerly line of 
the Fifth avenue, where a very slight rise, occurs. The 
foregoing remarks comprise the general features of the 
surface of the land bounded by Seventy-ninth and Highty- 
sixth streets, the easterly wall of the Distributing Reser- 
voir, and the Fifth avenue. 


Highty-sixth street has been opened and graded, cross- 
ing both the Fifth and Sixth avenues, and coinciding with 
the present grade of the Fifth avenue and the surface of 
the adjoining land on the northerly and southerly sides 
thereof, for a space or distance of one hundred and 
seventy-five feet; beyond this distance the grade of such 
street averages a rise of some three or four feet above the 
surface of the ground on its northerly and southerly sides, 
until within a few feet of the Sixth avenue, where the 
grade again coincides with the grade of said last men- 
tioned avenue, as the same at present exists. This street 
is the only one on my division that has been regularly 
opened and graded, connecting the Fifth and Highth 
avenues. 


The surface of the ground between Highty-sixth and 
Ninetieth streets, extending three hundred and fifty feet 
westerly from the Fifth avenue, presents a slight declen- 
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sion above Ninetieth street, and between said street and 
Ninety-first street, a slight declension also occurs, extend- 
iug about one hundred and seventy feet westerly from the 
westerly line of the Fifth avenue. A slight knoll or 
mound of earth and rock is discernible, commencing 
about one hundred and fifty feet westerly from the Fifth 
ayenue, and one hundred feet northerly from Ninety-first 
street, and extending northerly about one hundred feet, 
the average width of which is about fifty feet. Along 
Ninety-sixth street a gradual rise takes place, (over a 
broken and uneven surface of ground,) extending westerly 
to the Sixth avenue. The surface of this portion of the 
division presents a rough and jagged appearance, being 
more or less rocky. The base of this rough and uneven 
ridge extends from the last terminus diagonally across from 
the Seventh avenue and Ninety-second street to Ninetieth 
street and the Highth avenue. A rise fron this diagonal 
base line northerly and westerly occurs, extending to 
Ninety-fourth street; from which last street a rough and 
uneyen surface presents itself, extending beyond Ninety- 
sixth street. A small plane surface, however, exists in 
this eminence between Ninety-first and Ninety-third 
streets, extending two hundred feet easterly from the 
easterly line of the Eighth avenue. The surface of this 
portion of the ground is mostly rock, or rock covered with 
a slight coating of earth. The surface of the ground 
between Highty-eighth and Ninetieth streets, extending 
from the Eighth avenue eastwardly, until within a space 
distant three hundred and fifty feet westerly from the 
Fifth avenue, presents an even appearance; 2 slight rise 
then takes place, extending eastwardly to said last men- 
tioned avenue. The surface of the land from Highty- 
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eighth to Eighty-sixth streets, between the Sixth and 
Highth avenues, partakes of a gradual rise. The surface 
of the ground, lying between Highty-fourth and Highty- 
fifth streets and the Seventh and Highth avenues, presents 
agradual uniform grade. There is a slight declension, 
northerly, of the latter street, between said avenues, 
extending to Highty-sixth street, the surface of which is, 
with few exceptions, mostly composed of rock. Southerly 
from Highty-fourth street, and between said avenues the 
surface takes a precipitate rise and is composed mostly of 
rock, on the summit of which is the highest or greatest 
point of elevation in my division, the altitude being one 
hundred and thirty-four feet above high water, and is 
situated between Highty-third and Highty-fourth streets, 
and distant about one hundred feet easterly from the 
easterly line or side of the Eighth avenue; from the 
summit of this eminence, extending, as it does, easterly to 
the Seventh avenue, is very uneven, being the most rough 
and rocky portion of land included in my division. A 
short distance southerly from this elevated location the 
surface assumes a broken and uneven declension extending 
to Eighty-first street. A rather even declension here 
takes place, extending to Kightieth street, beyond which 
the grade appears to be regular, as far as the boundary or 
limit of my division runs, with the exception of a cluster 
of rock, located on the centre of Seventy-ninth street, 
adjoining the reservoir, and near to the Seventh avenue, 
which projects several feet aboye the top of the walls 
of said reservoir. Trusting that the foregoing exposi- 
tion may give some faint idea of the nature and surface 
of the ground as embraced in my division, and as desired 
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by you. I would take further occasion to state, that since 
my appointment as surveyor on the third division of this 
important improvement, I have appointed my first and 
second assistants, and have proceeded agreeably to your 
request and views, in making the necessary preliminary 
surveys, assisted by the axe-men deputized to serve as 
such. The amount of work done by myself and assist- 
ants, since said appointment, has been prosecuted with 
care, and every measure taken that suggested itself to my 
views to facilitate the work. 


Siely Work, 


In the first place, the westerly line or side of the Fifth 
avenue, extending from the centre of Seventy-ninth street 
to Ninety-sixth street, (which said line forms the easterly 
boundary of my division,has been transited and measured 
agreeably to, and in conformity with, the streets, as they 
intersect the same, and all proper and necessary levels of 
the surface of the ground on said line, taken as such and 
such measurement of height above high water. 


Secondly. The necessary profile, showing the surface of 
he same, has been draughted, delineating the elevation of 
said surface, above high water, and the elevation and de- 
ression above and below the grade of said avenue, which 
said profile has been submitted. 


Thirdly. The easterly line or side of the Highth ave- 
nue, extending from the centre of Seventy-ninth street to 
Ninety-sixth street, which said line forms the westerly 
boundary of my division, has likewise been transited and 
measured, agreeably to, and in conformity with, the 
streets, as they now intersecs tne same; and all proper 
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and necessary levels of the surface of the ground, on said 
line, have been taken as such and such measurement of 
elevation above high water. 


Fourthly, The necessary profile, showing the surface of 
the ground on said line, has been draughted, delineating 
the height of said surface above high water, and the ele- 
vation and depression above and below the grade of said 
avenue, which profile has been submitted. 


Fifthly. I have, with the-co-operation of my assistants, 
measured and staked out the westerly line of the Fifth 
avenue, extending from the centre of Seventy-ninth street 
to Ninety-sixth street, in spaces distant fifty feet apart, 
commencing at the centre of said Seventy-ninth street, 
on said line. When stone walls, or other obstacles now 
on said line, have interfered with the driving of the neces- 
sary stake or stakes, the same I have caused to be driven 
or inserted in the ground on an offset inside of said line. 


Sizthly. I have likewise transited the easterly and cen- 
tre lines of the Sixth avenue, from the centre of Seventy- 
ninth street to Ninety-sixth street, and measured and 
staked out the same, in spaces distant fifty feet apart 
commencing at the centre of Seventy-ninth strect, on said 
line. 


Seventhly. The necessary lines, extending from said 
centre line of the Sixth avenue to the westerly line of 
the Fifth avenue, between the centre of Seventy-ninth 
street and Nincty-sixth street, have been transited, which 
form the fifty feet squares; and in accordance with your 
plans. 1 have caused to be driven or inserted stakes at 
such points where said lines intersect; furthermore, the 
eastefly line of the Seventh avenue, from Highty-sixth to 
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Ninety-sixth street, and the easterly line of the Eighth 
avenue, from said Highty-sixth street to Ninety-sixth 
street, have been transited, measured and staked in spaces 
distant fifty feet apart, commencing at Highty-sixth street 
on said line. 

Eighthly. The necessary lines, extending from said east- 
erly line of the Seventh avenue to the centre line of the 
Sixth avenue, between Highty-sixth and Ninety-third 
streets, have been transited; also, the proper lines, ex- 
tending from said easterly line of the Highth avenue to 
the easterly line of the Seventh avenue, between said 
Bighty-sixth and Ninety-third streets, thereby forming the 
necessary fifty foot squares, as desired, or have caused to 
be driven or inserted, stakes at such points where tho 
lines so intersect. 

Ninthly. The course of the running streams of water, 
on my division, have been traced from their origin to that 
portion of the ground under my superintendence where 
it leaves the same, and a proper and sufficient map or 
chart thereof, delineating its course, as also the low, 
marshy land in its vicinity, has been draughted, and sub- 
mitted to you in accordance with your desire. 


Lastly. All the stakes driven between the centre line of 
Seventy-ninth street and Highty-sixth street, and extend- 
ing from the Fifth avenue to and including the centre 
line of the Sixth avenue, have been properly lettered and 
numbered. Levels have been taken of the surface of the 
ground, at all the stakes so lettered and numbered, as also 
intermediate levels, where the same were absolutely ne- 
cessary for the purpose of showing the elevation of the 
surface of the ground, at such points as above high water, 
as also the elevation and depression above and below the 
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grades of said avenues, a8 now graded. ‘To ascertain the 
topographical appearance of the surface of such portion 
of my division, which I have chosen to style the first sec- 
tion, extending as it does from the centre of Seventy- 
ninth street to Highty-sixth street, and lying vetween the 
westerly line of the Fifth avenue and the easterly wall of 
the Distributing Reservoir. A map or chart of the same 
has been drawn, showing the position of this section, the 
locality of the stakes where driven, and the elevation of 
the surface of the ground at such localities, as also inter- 
mediate elevations, where necessary, above high water, 
haye been delineated on said map, which has likewise been 
submitted. 


In conclusion, allow me to state, that the work has 
been prosecuted with energy, on my part and that of my 
assistants, in order to facilitate this great improvement. 
For many weeks the work apparently progressed slowly, 
but this was mainly owing to the obstructions that were 
met with in transiting the necessary lines. For years 
past, this portion of the park has been much neglected by 
the original owners, whereby large groves of marshy and 
entangled brush and vines have been allowed to accumu- 
late, rendering it absolutely necessary for us to cut our 
way through, for many hundred feet, in order to be ena- 
bled to drive or insert a stake at its proper position. Since 
such staking, the brush has been removed by parties em- 
ployed by the Croton Aqueduct Department, in order to 
facilitate the progress of. their engineers, and does not 
now appear. J would likewise state, that at all such po- 
sitions or localities where stakes were necessary to be 
driven or inserted, but could not be, owing to a rocky 
surface at such points, crosses have been chiseled on the 
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body of such rock. Since the commencement of my du- 
ties, as surveyor of this division, the Croton Water De- 
partment have caused a trench to be constructed, in order 
to carry off the waste water from the surface of the 
ground; and in this trench many points for iuserting 
stakes haye necessarily happened, but which [ have not 
deemed it advisable to drive, as the same would become 
soon concealed from, the view by the washings of the 
sides of such trench during and after a storm. The num- 
ber of stakes that have been thus far used, I should judge 
to be about two thousand eight hundred and fifty or two 
thousand nine hundred. The early setting in of the 
frost has rendered it impossible for any further insertion 
of stakes; otherwise I should have been able to have re- 
ported the whole of my division, excepting that portion 
bounded by Seventy-ninth and Wighty-sixth strects, and 
the Seventh and Eighth avenues, as completely staked. 
The foregoing exposition of work done and performed, 
covers a period commencing with my appointment as sur- 
veyor on this division, up to the first day of January inst; 
and trusting that the same has met with your approba- 
tion, I remain, 
Yours, respectfully, 
NORMAN EWEN, 
Surveyor, Third Division, C. P. 
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Report of Progress in Lourth Dibision. 


‘ Fourta Divison, CenrraL Park, 
December, 1856. 


Ecsert L, Views, Esq., 
Engineer-in-Chicf: 


Srr:—I have the honor to submit, herewith, the follow- 
ing report of the progress made in the surveys of the 
division under my charge. 


The division extends from Ninety-sixth street on the 
south, to One hundred and sixth strect on the north, and 
from the Fifth to the Highth avenue, comprising an area 
of nearly one hundred and sixty-seven acres. 


The peculiar formation of this division renders it neces- 
sary, in order to give a topographical and connected de- 
scription, to commence at its northern limit, and proceed 
southward; for though it presents many interesting 
features, they are so irregular that it contains neither 
ridge nor valley, which may be said to extend entirely 
through the division, in any direction. 


On One hundred and sixth street, about two hundred 
and fifty feet west of the Sixth avenue, is McGowan’s 
Pass, eleven feet six inches above tide, and thirty-eight 
feet below the grade of the street. 


This pass is about thirty feet wide and eight hundred 
fect long, and is bounded on either side by frowning hills. 
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It is traversed by a fine brook, which has its principal 
source in a stream passing under the Highth avenue, and 
entering the park at One hundred and first street. The 
general course of the pass is southwesterly. 


The northwesterly corner of this division, which is 
bounded by the streamlet referred to, forming a quadrant, 
consists of a succession of slopes and table lands, rising 
one above the other, until they finally terminate in a 
plane, one hundred and thirty feet above tide; distant two 
hundred and fifty feet from the Highth ayenue, and one 
hundred feet south of One hundred and sixth street. - As 
this plane is entirely devoid of trees, it affords a mag- 
nificent view of the surrounding country. 


The ground on the east of the pass rises uniformly to a 
height of ninety-three feet above tide, at One hundred 
and fifth street, about two hundred and fifty feet east of 
the Sixth avenue. This elevation is the present site of 
the institution known as “Mount St. Vincent,” which 
also incloses the original McGowan mansion. From this 
point the ground descends very rapidly to the east and 
north, while in the south its descent is more gradual. Its 
slope is broken, however, by a hill at the junction of Sixth 
ayenue and One hundred and third street, the elevation of 
which is ninety feet above tide. 


Between One hundred and second and One hundred and 
third streets, McGowan’s Pass spreads into a broad val- 
ley, which strikes off to the avenue, at its junction with 
One hundred and first street. 


At the termination of the pass, the ground on the south 
rises about twenty feet, and then strikes off in a gentle 
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valley, leading in a winding course to the junction of 
Ninety-sixth street and Fifth avenue, where its elevation 
is seventy-six feet above tide. Itis also traversed by a 
stream, rising from springs in the vicinity of Ninety- 
eighth street and Sixth avenue, and is bounded on the 
east by a ridge, pursuing a serpentine course, between the 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, from One hundred and third to 
Ninety-sixth street, jutting out in a point on the line of 
One hundred and first street, where it is crowned by a 
knoll, ninety feet above, tide. This ridge, on the east, 
has a very rapid descent toward the Fifth avenue. 


On the west of this valley the ground forms a plane, 
rising to the south and west in a uniform manner, having 
a ridge extending from Ninety-eighth to Ninety-ninth 
street, midway between the Sixth and Seventh ayenues, 
ninety-two feet above tide. 


The southwestern section, extending from Ninety-ninth 
street and Eighth ayenue to Ninety-sixthstreet and Sixth 
avenue, forms the southern boundary of the valley, strik- 
ing west. It is rolling ground, composed of shallow vales 
and out-cropping ridges of rock. 


The line of the southern boundary is an undulating sur- 
face, which rises one hundred and eleven feet above tide, 
two hundred feet west of the Sixth avenue, and falls from 
this point both to the east and west. 


The remains of Mort Fish, on Sixth avenue, between 
One hundred and fifth and One hundred and sixth streets, 
are the only vestiges of the fortifications of the last war 
on this division. The lines of Fort Clinton are a short 
distance north of the park limit. 
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Through the eastern section of this division extends an 
irregular road, called the Old Boston Road, its general 
course laying from one hundred and fifty to six hundred 
feet cast of the Sixth avenue. From One hundred and 
fifth street it takes a circuitous and rapid descent to the 
Harlem flats. 


There are but few trees of any size on this division; 
most of the fine timber which crowned the hills having 
been plundered, and even a thrifty orchard having shared 
the same fate during last winter.. A great portion of the 
surface, however, is thickly covered with undergrowth, 
where, among thickets of besetting thorns and briars, 
many valuable shrubs and young trees are struggling for 
life. 

With a desire to save these, I have avoided clearing 
a broad surface for our surveys, preferring to open narrow 
lines. This has caused more delay in clearing, as well as 
more arduous duty in our surveys; but the park will thus 
retain treasures which it would require time and expense. 
to replace. 


Tn conclusion, sir, permit me to add, that no portion of 
the park contains more features capable of improvement, 


or more points of beauty and interest than the division 
which I have thus endeavored to describe. 


Field Work. 
The field work of the surveys on this division was com- 
menced on the 12th of June, 1856, with a party consisting 
of a chief, first and second assistants, and an axc-man- 


Our operations were, at first, directed to the surveys 
necessary for establishing, accurately, the exterior lines 
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of the park along the Fifth and Bighth avenues, from 
Ninety-sixth to One hundred and sixth street, and along 
One hundred and sixth street, from Fifth to Highth aye- 
nue. Considerable difficulty was experienced from the 
absence of some of the monuments, and the incorrect po- 
sition of others, which compelled us to prolong our lines 
to points some distance beyond the limits of the park. 
The exterior lines being accurately determined, and cor- 
rect profiles thereof obtained, we were enabled to arrive 
at estimates of the cost of different modes of inclosing 
the area. 


About the Ist of August the measurement of the inte- 
rior surface into squares of fifty feet was commenced. 
The intersections were marked with substantial stakes, 
properly numbered, and driven deep into the earth. At 
each intersection, the elevation above tide, of the point, 
was taken, and the frequent bold masses of rock, and ab- 
rupt declivities rendered many intermediate levels ne- 
‘cessary. 


The tangled masses of undergrowth with which three 
fourths of this division is covered, (which it was necessary 
to clear in lines fifty feet apart,) together with the steep 
declivities of the portion north of One hundred and first 
street, rendered the work of measurement and leveling 
difficult and tedious in proportion to the accuracy which 
was necessary. 





On the first of January about one half of the di 
had been thus cleared and measured, and the elevations 
of about one third of the intersections accurately obtain- 
ed. In other words, about thirteen miles of clearing and 
staking had been done, on which more than eight miles of 
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elevations have been taken, and completed ready for the 
draughtsman. 


In addition to these operations, the surveys of build- 
ings and important interior lines, the tracing of water- 
courses, from their sources to tide; the estimates of loose 
materials to be removed, and the replacement of stakes, 
at important points, wantonly or carelessly destroyed by 
frequenters of the park grounds, have demanded and re- 
ceived the constant industry and attention of my party. 


Tt may not be amiss to state that, for the purpose of 
expediting the work, the party was generally divided, so 
that the staking of one portion of the ground did not de- 
lay the clearing of another portion. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J.B. BACON, 
Engineer in charge of Division. 


APPENDIX. 


(4) 
To the Honorable the Common Council : 


Genzrmtex :—The rapid angmentation of our population, and the 
great increase in the value of property in the lower part of the city, 
justify me in calling the attention of your Honorable Body, to the neces- 
sity of making some suitable provision for the wants of our citizens, who 
are thronging into the upper wards, which but a few years sinee were 
considered as entirely out of the city. It seems obvious to me that the 
entire tongne of land sonth of the line drawn across the Park, is destined 
to be devoted, entirely and solely, to commercial purposes ; and the Park 
and Battery, which were formerly favorite places of resort for pleasure 
and reereation, for citizens, whose residences were below that line, are 
now deserted. The tide of population is rapidly flowing to the northern 
section of the island, and it is here that provision should be made for the 
thousands whose dwellings will, ere long, fill up the vacant streets and 
avenues north of Union Park. 





The public places of New York are not in keeping with the character 
of our city; nor do they in any wise subserve the purpose for which 
such places should be set apart, Wach year will witness a certain in- 
crease in the value of real estate, out of the city proper, and,I do not 
know that any period will be more suitable than the present one, for the 
purchase and laying out of'a park, on a scale which will be worthy of 
the city. 


‘There are places on the island easily accessible, and possessing all the 
advantages of wood, lawn and water, which might, at a comparatively 
small expense, be converted into a park, which would be at once the pride 
and ornament of the city. Such a park, well laid out, would become the 
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favorite resort of all classes. ‘There are thousands who pass the day of 
rest among the idle and dissolute, in porter-houses, or in places more ob- 
Jectionable, who would rejoice in being enabled to breath the pure air in 
such a place, while the ride and‘Wrive through its ayenues, free from the 
noise, dust and confusion inseparable from all thoroughfares, would hold 
out strong inducements for the affluent to make it a place of resort. 


‘There is no park on the island deserving the name, and while I cannot 
believe that any one can be found to advance an objection against the ex- 
pediency of having such a one in our midst, I think that the expenditure 
ofa sum necessary to procure and lay out a park of sufficient magnitude 
to answer the purposes above noted, would be well and wisely appropri- 
ated, and would be returned to us four fold, in the health, happiness and 
comfort of those whose interest are specially intrusted to our keeping— 
the poorer classes. 


‘The establishment of such a park would prove a lasting monument to 
the wisdom, sagacity and forethought of ils founders, and would secure 
the gratitude of thousands yet unborn, for the blessings of pure air, and 
the opportunity for innocent, healthful enjoyment. 


Tcommend this subject to your consideration, in the conviction that 
its importance will insure your careful attention and prompt action. 


A, C. KINGSLAND, Mayor. 


This message was referred to the Committee on Lands and Places, 
which committee reported as follows. (See Appendix B, page 79.) 
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(B) 

The Committee on Lands and Places, to whom was referred the ac- 
companying message from his Honor the Mayor, on the subject of pro- 
viding public park in the upper part of the city, respectfully report : 
‘Phat since the proposition of his Honor the Mayor was submitted to your 
Honorable Body, the subject has awakened, in the minds of our fellow 
citizens, an uncommon interest, and public opinion (seizing upon the idea 
with more than its aceustomed avidity.) gives earnest of its desires and 
wishes with regard to the great project in question. Your Committee, 
having carefully considered the important subject committed to them, de- 
sire to express their hearty coneurrence with the views of his Honor the 
Mayor. ‘The necessity of such a park as that alluded to in the message 
referred to your Committee, has long been acknowledged by all classes of 
the community, and for years past the subject has been reférred to by the 
public press of the city, and the expediency of providing some suitable 
place for general resort strongly advocated. 

Your Committee do not feel called upon to add any reasons to those so 
forcibly set forth by the Mayor, for the conclusions at which they have 
arrived, nor are they prepared to advance any arguments stronger than 
those so ably put forth by the chief magistrate. 

Your Committee being unanimously of the opinion that a suitable park 
should at once be laid out, proceeded to examine various portions of the 
island, with a view to select a site which should combine all the requisites 
for a place of public resort, and they believe they have found such an 
one. : 

The lands known as Jones’ Wood, in the vicinity of Sixty-sixth and 
Seventy-fifth streets, and running from the Third avenue to the East 
river, presents all the requisites for a public park. ‘The spot is easy of 
access from the city, it is abundantly shaded with trees of various descrip- 
tions, has a large water front, and could, by the exercise of proper care 
and.a cultivated taste, be made equal in attractions to any park in this 
or the old countries of Europe. 

The land inclosed between Sixty-sixth and Seventy-fifth streets, and 
the Third avenue and the East river, covers an area of about one hundred 
and fifly acres, and is principally owned by Messrs. Jones and Schermer- 
horn; with them, your Committee have had several interviews, and they 
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were in hopes that they might: be enabled to lay before your Honorable 
Body some definite proposal for its sale and purchase. For reasons, how- 
ever, which it is not necessary to mention, your Committee have not suc- 
ceeded in this, and it is a source of regret to them. 


Your Committee, however, deeply impressed with a sense of the im- 
portance of the subject committed to them, and of the magnitude of the 
interests involved, did not feel that they should discharge their duty fully 
or faithfully, if they allowed any considerations of private or personal in 
terests adversly to a project which will tend, if carried to a successful 
consummation, to the welfare, comfort and enjoyment of so many thou- 
sands of our fellow citizens, they are deeply impressed with the necessity 
of laying out a park which shall at once be a credit and an ornament to 
the city, and believing that immediate action should be had, they offer 
for adoption the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That it is highly desirable that a plot of land, lying between 
Sixty-sixth and Seventy-fifth streets, and Third ayenue and the Hast 
river, and also, that portion of the Schermerhorn estate, lying adjacent to 
said plot, between Sixty-fonrth and Sixty-sixth streets, and Third venue 
and the East river, be procured for a public park, for the free use of all 
the citizens of the city of New York. 

Resolved, That: the Counsel to the Corporation be directed to make 
application to the legislature of this state, at its next special session, for 
the passage of an act for the appointment: of commissioners to take the 
property mentioned in the preceding resolution, for public use, and that 
the Finance Committees of ihe two Boards, together with the Comptroller 
and his Honor the Mayor, be authorized to purchase the same, at any 
time, before the actual appointment of said commissioners. 

Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be also instructed to 
make application to the legislature, at its next special session, for autho- 
rity to fund the amount to be paid for said plot of land or public park, 
the sum of fifty thonsand dollars annually, to be paid by tax alone, with 
the interest thereon, not to exceed five per cent, until the whole sum be 


paid. 








JAMES R. BALL, on Lands 
JACOB F. OAKLEY, ) and Places. 


‘This report was adopted by a vote of fourteen to four, and sent to the 
Board of Assistants for concurrence. 


WM. A. DOOLEY, \ Committee 
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(0) 
AN ACT 


RELATIVE TO THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND 
COMMONALTY OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, IN THE MATTER OF TAKING 
POSSESSION OF AND LAYING OUT CERTAIN LANDS FOR A PUBLIC PARK IX 
THE NINETEENTH WARD OF THE SAID CITY. 

Pasged July 11, 1851; three fifths being present. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 

do enact as follows: 


Sze. 1. It shall be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the city of New York, whenever they shall judge proper, to cause 
application to be made to the Supreme Court, in the first judicial dis- 
trict, at a special term thereof, for the appointment of commissioners for 
the purpose of performing the duties hereinafter prescribed, and upon 
such application, it shall be lawful for the said Court to whom such appli- 
cation shall be made, to nominate and appoint five discreet and disin- 
terested persons, being citizens of the said city, Commissioners of Esti- 
mate, for the purpose of performing the duties hereinafter prescribed, 
Notice of such intended application shall be published for at least two 
weeks in the Corporation newspapers, which said commissioners, before 
they enter upon the duties of their appointment, shall severally take and 
subscribe an oath or aflirmation, before some person authorized to ad- 
minister oaths, faithfully to perform the trast and duties required of them 
by this act; which oath or affirmation shall be filed in the clerk's office 
ofthe city and county of New York; and it shall be the duty of the 
said commissioners, as soon as conveniently may be, after their appoint- 
ment, to make just and true estimates of the loss and damage to the 
respective owners, lessees, parties and persons respectively entitled unto, 
or interested in, the following lands, tenements and premises situate in the 
Nineteenth ward of the city of New York, that is to say; all that certain 
plot of ground situate and lying between the Third avenue and the East 
river and Sixty-sixth street and Seventy-fifth street, and also all that 
certain other plot of ground situate and lying between Avenue A and the 
East river and Sixty-fourth street and Sixty-sixth street, together with 
the tenements, hereditaments and premises, or the appurtenances, privi- 
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leges or advantages to the same belonging or in anywise appertaining, 
by, and in consequence of relinqnishing the same to the said, the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, and to report 
thereon to the said Supreme Court withont unnecessary delay; and in 
the said report, shall be set forth the names of the respective owners, 
lessees, parties and persons entitled unto or interested in the lands, ten- 
ements, hereditaments and premises before-mentioned, or in the appurte- 
nances, privileges or advantages to the sume belonging, or in anywise ap- 
pertaining, and each and every part or parcel thereof, as far forth as the 
same shall be ascertained by them, and an apt and sufficient designation 
or description of the said lots or parcels of land, tenements, hereditaments 
and premises, or the appurtenances, privileges or advantages to the same 
belonging or in anywise appertaining : but in each and every case and 
cases where the owners and parties interested in their respective estates 
and interests, are unknown or not fully known to the said commissioners, 
it shall be sufficient to estimate and set forth, and state in the said report 
in general terms, the respective sums to he allowed and paid to the owners 
and proprietors generally, of such lands, tenements, hereditaments and 
premises, or the appurtenances, privileges and advantages to the same 
belonging, or in anywise appertaining, for the loss and damage to such 
owners, proprietors and parties interested, in respect to the whole estate 
and interest of whomsoever may be entitled unto or interested in the said 
lands, tenements, hereditaments respectively, or in the appurtenances, 
privileges or advantages to the same belonging or in anywise appertain- 
ing, by, and in consequence of relinquishing the same to the said, the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty or the city of New York, without 
specifying the names or the estates or interests of such owners, proprietors 
and parties interested, or of any or either of them, and upon the coming 
in of the said report, signed by the said commissioners, or any three of 
them, the said court shall, by rule or order, after hearing any matter 
which shall be alleged against the same, either confirm the said report, or 
refer the same back to the said commissioners for revisal or correction’ 
or to new commissioners to be appointed by the said court, to reconsider 
the subject matter thereof, and the said commissioners to whom the said 
report shall be referred, shall return the said report corrected and revised, 
or a new report, to be made by them in the premises, to the said court 
without unecessary delay, and the same being so returned, shall be con- 








83 (Doe. No. 5. 


firmed or again referred by the said court, in manner aforesaid, as right 
and justico shall require, and so from time to time, until a report shall be 
made or returned in the premises which the said court shall confirm, and 
such report, when so confirmed by the said court, shall be final and con- 
elusive, as well upon the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the city of New York, as upon the owners, lessees, and persons and par- 
ties interested in or entitled unto the lands and premises hereinbefore 
described, and also upon all other persons whomsoever : and on such 
final confirmation of such report by the said court, the said, the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, shall become and 
be seized in fee simple absolute, of all the said lands, tenements, heredit- 
aments and premises before-mentioned, and of the appurtenances, priv- 
ileges and advantages to the same belonging, or in anywise appertamn- 
ing, in trust nevertheless, for the uses and purposes of a public park for- 
ever. 


42. In alll cases where any piece or parcel of land, or the appurtenances 
or improvements thereon, under lease or other contract, shall be taken 
hy virtue of this act, all the covenants, agreements, contracts and engage- 
ments between landlord and fenant, or any other contracting parties 
touching the same, or any part thereof, shall, upon the confirmation of 
such report in the premises as shall be confirmed by the court aforesaid, 
respectively cease and determine, and be absolutely discharged. 


3. ‘The said Commissioners of Estimate to be appointed under and by 
virtue of this act, after completing their said estimate, and at least thirty 
days before they make their report to the said court, shall deposit a true 
copy or transeript of such estimate in the Street Commissioner's office of 
the city of New York, for the inspection of whomsoever it shall concern 
and shail give notice by advertisement to be published in at least two of 
the public newspapers printed in the said city of New York, of the said 
deposit thereof in the said office, and of the day on which their report »will 
be presented to the said court, and any person and persons whose rights 
may be affected thereby, and who may object to the same, or any 
part thereof, may, within twenty days after the first publication of 
the said notice, state his, her, or their objections to the same, in 
writing, to the said commissioners, and the said commissioners, or such 
of them as shall make such estimate, in case any objections shall be 
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made to the same, and stated in writing as aforesaid, shall reconsider the 
said estimate, or the part or parts thereof objected to; and in case the 
same shall appear to them to require correction, but not otherwise, they 
shall and may correct the same accordingly. 


24. The said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of 
New York shall, within four months after they shall have taken possession 
of the beforementioned lands, and on or before the first day of July, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, provided the said report shall be then 
confirmed, and if the same shall not be then confirmed, then, within four 
months after it shall be confirmed by the court, pay to the respective per- 
sons or parties mentioned, or referred to in the said report, in whose favor 
any sum or sums of money shall be estimated and reported by the said 
commissioners, the respective sum or sums go estimated and reported in 
their favor respectively, and in case of neglect or defwult in the payment 
of the same within the time aforesaid, the respective person or persons. 
or party or parties, in whose favor the same shall be so reported, his, her 
or their executors, administrators or successors, at any time or times 
after application first made by him, her or them to the said, the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty in Common Council convencd, for payment 
thereof, may sue for and recover the same with lawful interest from and 
after the said application therefor, with the costs of suit, in proper form 
of action against the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, in any 
court haying cognizance thereof, and in which it shall be sufficient to com- 
plain generally for so much money due to the plaintiff or plaintiffs there- 
in, by virtue of this act, for premises taken by virtue thereof; and it 
shall be lawfil for the plaintiff or’ plaintiffs to give any special matter in 

“evidence under such general complaint, and this act,’and the report of 
«the said commissioners, with proof of the right and title of the plaintiff 
or plaintiffs to the sum or sums demanded, shall be conclusive evidence in 
such suit or action. Provided, That whenever the owners and propri- 
etors ofany such lands, with the appurtenances and improvements 
thereon to be taken by virtue of this act, or the party or parties, person, 
or persons in whose favor any such sum or sums, or compensation shall 
be so reported, shall be under the age’of twenty-one years, non compos 
mentis, feme covert, or absent from the city of New York, and also in all 
cases where the name or names of the owner or owners, party or persons 
entitled unto or interested in the said lands with the appurtenances or 
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improvements thereon, shall not be set forth in said report, or where the 
said owners, parties or persons respectively being named therein cannot, 
upon diligent inquiry, be found, it shall be lawful for the gaid, the Mayor, 
Aldermenand Commonalty to pay the sum or sums mentioned in said re~ 
port, payable to such owners, proprietors, parties or persons respectively 
into the said Supreme Court, to be secured, disposed of and improved as the 
said court shall direct, and such payment shall be as valid and effectual in 
all respeets as if made to the said owners, proprietors, parties and persons 
respectively themselves, according to their just rights, if they had been 
Known and had all been present, of full age, discreet (#) and compos men- 
tis: And provided, also, That in every case where any such sum or 
sums, or compensation so to be reported by the said commissioners in 
favor of any person or party whatsoever, whether named or not named in 
said report, shall be paid to any person or party whatsoever, when the 
same shall of right belong and ought to have been paid to some other 
person or party, it shall be lawful for the said person or party to whom 
tho same ought to have been paid, to sue and recover the same with 
interest and costs of suit from the person or party to whom the same 
shall have been paid, as so much money had and received to the use of 
the pliintiff or plaintiffs, by the person or party respectively to whom the 
same shall have been go paid. 





2.5. In case of the death, resignation or refusal to act of the said com- 
missioners, or either of them, it shall be lawfal for the court aforesaid, on 
the application of the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, as 
often as such event shall happen, to appoint a discreet and disinterested 
person, being a citizen of the city of New York, in the place and stead 
of such commissioner so dying, resigning or refusing to act. 


2.6. Inevery case of the appointment of commissioners under this act, 
it shall be competent and lawful for any three of said commissioners, so 
to be appointed, to perform the trust and duties of their appointment, and 
their acts shall be as valid and effectnal as the acts of all the commis- 
sioners so to be appointed, if they had acted therein, would have been, 
and in every case the proceedings and decisions of a major part of such 
commissioners as shall be acting in the premises, shall be as yalid and 
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effectual as if the said commissioners appointed for such purpose had all 
conenrred and joined therein. 


27. The said commissioners shall be each entitled to receive the sum of 
not more than four dollars for each day they shall respectively be actually 
employed in the duties of their appointment, besides all reasonable ex- 
penses for maps, surveys, clerk hire and other necessary expenses and 
disbursements, and which shall be taxed by one of the judges of said 
court,and the same shall be paid upon such taxation by the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York. 


28. Ifat any time before commissioners are appointed by law for the 
purpose of taking the plot of ground situated between Sixty-fourth street 
and Seventy-ffth street and Third avenue and the East river, in the Nine- 
teenth Ward of the city of New York, the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the city of New York, shall agree with the owners of the 
same for the purchase thereof, or if said commissioners are appointed, 
then upon the confirmation of their report, it shall be lawful for the said, 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, to 
raise the amount of the purchase money of said premises, or the 
amount directed by the report of the said commissioners to be paid 
by the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, for the said 
premises and the expenses connected therewith, by the creation of a 
public fund or stock, which shall bear an interest of not more than five 
per cent. per annum, and shall be redeemable by the payment of a sum 
of ten thousand, dollars annually, and after deducting therefrom any 
premiums which may have been obtained upon the sale thereof as herein- 
after provided, one half of said sum shall be assessed by the said commis- 
sioners and collected annually by the Collectors of Assessments of said 
city, upon the property to be immediately benefited thereby, situate in 
the Seventeenth, Hightcenth, ‘Twelfth, Nineteenth Wards, and the balance 
thereof by taxation upon the remaining wards of the city. 


49. It shall be lawful for the said, the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty, to determine what shall be the nominal amount or value of 
each share of said stock, and of what number of shares the same shall 
consist, and they are hereby authorized to sell and dispose of such shares 
at public auction, or at private sale, or by subscription for such stock, 
and on such terms as they shall think proper ; said stock shall not be 
sold at less than its par value. 
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410. ‘The money to be raised by virtue of this act, shall be applied and 
expended for the purpose of purchasing the plot of ground hereinbefore 
described, or for the payment of the amounts directed to be paid in and 
by the report of the commissioners to be appointed for the taking of 
the same. 


211. In order to redeem the stock hereby authorized, with the interest 
thereon, the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the city and county of 
New York, as the Supervisors thereof, are hereby authorized and em- 
powered to order and cause to be raised by tax on the estates, real and 
personal, subject to taxation according to law, within said city and 
county, and to be collected in addition to the ordinary taxes yearly, and 
every year until the whole amount of the stock be paid; the interest 
annually acerning on said stock, and the sum of ten thousand dollars to 
be applied as aforesaid in the reduction of the principal thereof, 


2.12. All the acts, proceedings, of the commissioners hereby appointed 
shall be subject to the ratification or rejection of the Common Council of 
the city of New York, and none of the acts of said commissioners shall 
be conclusive until such action by the Common Council shall be had. 


413. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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(D) 
AN ACT 


10 ALTER THE MAP OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, BY LAYING OUT THEREON 
A PUBLIC PLAGE, AND TO AUTHORIZE THE TAKING OF THE SAME. 


Passed July 2st, 1853 ; three fifths being presont. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows. 


So. 1. All that piece or parcel of land situate, lying and being in the 
‘Pwelfth, Nineteenth and Twenty-second Wards of the city of New York, 
Pounded southerly by Fifty-ninth street, northerly by One hundred and 
sixth street, easterly by the Fifth avemme, and westerly by the Highth 
avenue, is hereby declared to be a publie place, in like manner as if the 
same had heen laid out by the commissioners appointed in and by the act 
of the legislature, entitled “an act to relative to improvements touching 
the laying out of strects and roads in the city of New York and for other 
purposes,” passed April 34,1807; and the map or plan of said city is 
hereby altered accordingly, 


22. The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York 
are hereby anthorized to take the said piece of Jand for public use as and 
for a public square, pursuant to the act entitled “an act to reduce sev- 
eral laws relating particularly to the city of New York into one act,” 
passed April 9th, 1813,” and the several acts amendatory thereto, or such 
portions thereof as are now in force, so far as the same are applicable 
to the laying out and taking of public squares and places in the city of 
New York, except as hereinafter provided; and all such portions of the 
said act, and of the said several acts amendatory thereto, as are appli- 
cable to the laying out and taking of public squares and places in said 
city, and as are now in force, shall apply to the taking and laying out of 
the piece of land above described as and for a public square, in the same 
manner, and to the same extent, asif the said piece of land had been orig- 
{nally laid down as and for a public square upon the map or plan afore- 
said of said city, except as hereinafter provided. 
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23. Five persons shall be appointed Commissioners of Hstimate and 
Assessment instead of three, and in case of death, resignation, disqualifi 
cation, or refusal to act of them or either of them, it shall be lawfal for 
the Supreme Court in the first judicial district, at a general term thereof, 
on the application of the said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, and 
officers, as such event shall happen, to appoint a discreet and disinter- 
ested person, being a citizen of the city of New York, in the place and 
stead of such commissioner so dying, resigning, or refusing to act. 








44. In every case of the appointment of commissioners under this act, 
it shall be competent and lawful for any three of said commissioners so to 
be appointed, to perform the trust and duties of their appointment, and 
their acts shall be as valid and effectual as the acts of all the commis- 
sioners so to be appointed, if they had acted therein, would have beens 
and in every case the proceedings and decisions of such commissioners, 
being three in number, as shall be acting in the premises, shall be as valid 
and effectual as if the said commissioners appointed for such purpose had 
all concurred and joined therein. 

25. The said commissioners may allow compensation for any building 
or buildings upon the said land, which may have been built, placed, or 
erected thereon, after the time of the filing of the original maps or plan 
of the said city. pr 

26. Payment of the damages awarded by the said commissioners, shall 
be made and become due, and payable immediately upon the confirmation 
of the report of said commissioners in the premises. 


47. For the payment of so much of the damages awarded by the Com- 
missioners of Wstimate and Assessment, and the expenses, disbursements 
and charges in the premises, as shall exceed the amounts or sums that 
may be assessed by the said commissioners upon the parties and persons, 
Tands and tenements, deemed by them benefited by the opening of such 
public square or place, it shall be lawful for the said Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty, to raise the amount of such excess by loan, by the 
creation of a public fund or stock, to be called “the Central Park Fund,” 
which shall bear an interest not exceeding five per centum per annum, 
and shall be redeemable within a period of time not exceeding forty-five 
years after the passage of this act, and for the payment of which the said 
piece of land go as aforesaid to be taken, shall be irrevocably pledged. 
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8. It shall be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty to 
determine what shall be the nominal amount or value of each share of 
said stock, and of what number of shares the same shall consist, and they 
are hereby authorized to sell and dispose of such shares at public auction, 
or at private sale, or by subscription for such stock, and on such terms as 
they shall think proper ; said stock shall not be sold at less than its par 
value. 


29. In order to pay the interest upon the stock hereby authorized, the 
Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the city and county of New York, 
as the Supervisors thereof, are hereby authorized and empowered to order 
and cause tp be raised by tax on the estates, real and personal, subject to 
faxation according to law within said city and county, and to be col- 
lected in addition to the ordinary taxes yearly, and every year, until the 
whole amount of the tax be paid, a sum of money sufficient to pay the 
interest annually accruing on said stock. 


210. The provisions of the act entitled “an act to regulate the finances 
of the city of New York, passed June 8th, 1812,” which are not repug- 
nant to, or incompatible with any provision in this act contained, shall 
apply to said stock. 


¢11. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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(B) 
AN ACT 


RELATIVE TO THE PURCHASE AND LAYING OUT OF CERTAIN LANDS FOR A 

IO PARK INTHE NINETEENTH WARD OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 

AND THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND) COM- 
MONALTY IN RELATION THERETO. 


Passed July 21, 1853; three fifths being present 


The people of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly 
do enact as follows. 


Suc. 1. It shall be the duty of the Corporation Counsel of the city of 
New York, to cause application to be made to the Supreme Court in 
the first judicial district, at a special term thereof, for the appointment 
of commissioners, for the purpose of performing the duties hereinafter 
prescribed. And upon such application, it shall be lawful for the said 
court, to whom such application shall be made, to nominate and appoint 
fiye discreet and disinterested persons, being citizens of said city, Com- 
missioners of Hstimate, for the purposes of performing the duties hereinafter 
preseribed. Notice of such intended application shall be published, for 
at least two weeks, in the Corporation newspapers, which said commis: 
sioners, before they enter upon the duties of their appointment, shall 
severally take and subscribe, on oath or affirmation, before come persons 
authorized to administer oaths, faithfully to perform the trust and duties 
required of them by this act; which oth or affirmation shall be filed in 
the clerk’s office of the city and county of New York; and it shall be the 
duty of the said commissioners, as soon as conveniently may be, after 
their appointment, to make just and true estimate of the loss and damage 
to the respective owners, lessees, parties and persons respectively entitled 
unto or interested in the following lands, tenements and premises situate 
in the Nineteenth Ward of the city of New York, that is to say, all that 
certain plot of ground situate and lying between the Third avenue and 
the Hast river, and Sixty-sixth street and Seventy-fifth street, together 
with the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances, privileges or 
advantages to the same belonging, or in anywise appertaining by, and 
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in consequence of relinquishing the same to the said the Mayor, Alder- 
men and Commonalty of the city of New York, and to report thereon to 
the said Supreme Court, without unnecessary delay; and in the said 
report shall be set forth the names of the respective owners, lessees, par- 
ties and persons entitled unto or interested in the lands, tenements, here- 
ditaments and premises beforementioned, or in the appurtenances, privi- 
leges or advantages to the same belonging, or in anywise appertammg, 
and each and every part or parcel thereof, as fur forth as the same shall 
be ascertained by them, and an apt and sufficient designation or deserip- 
tion of the said lots or parcels of land, tenements, hereditaments and 
premises, or the appurtenances, privileges or advantages to the same be- 
Tonging or in anywise appertaining; but in each and every case and 
cases where the owners and parties interested in their respective estates 
and interests, are unknown or not fully known to the said commissioners, 
it shall be sufficient to estimate and set forth and state in the said report, 
in general terms, the respective sms to be allowed and paid by the 
owners and proprietors generally, of such lands, tenements, hereditaments 
and premises, or the appurtenances, privileges and advantages to the 
same belonging, or in anywise appertaining, for the loss and damage to 
such owners, proprietors and parties interested, in respect to the whole 
estate and interest, of whomsoever may be entitled unto or interested in 
the said lands, tenements, hereditaments, respectively, or in the appur- 
tenanees, privileges or advantages to the same belonging, or in anywise 
appertaining, by and in consequence of relinquishing the same to the 
said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New York, with- 
out specifying the names of the estates or interests of such owners, pro- 
prietors and parties interested, or any or either of them, And upon the 
coming in of the said report, signed hy the said commissioners or any 
three of them, the said court shall, by rule or order, after hearing any 
matter which shall be alleged against the same, either confirm the said 
report, or refer the same hack to the said commissioners for revisal and 
correction, or to new commissioners, to be appointed by the said Court, 
to reconsider the subject matter thereof; and the said commissioners, to 
whom the said report shall be referred, shall return the said report cor- 
rected and revised, or a new report,to be made by them in the premises, 
to the said Court, without unnecessary delay; and the same being so 
returned, shall be confirmed or again referred to the said court, in man- 
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ner aforesaid, as right and justice shall require, and so, from time to time 
until a report shall be made or returned in the premises which the said 
Court shall confirm; and such report, when so confirmed by the said Court 
shall be final and conclusive, as well npon the said the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty of the city of New York, as upon the owners, lessees, 
and persons and parties interested in or entitled unto the Jands and pre- 
mises hereinbefore deseribed, and also upon all other persons whom- 
soever, and on such final confirmation of such report by the said Court, 
the said the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the eity of New York 
shall become, and be seized in fee simple, absolute of all the said lands, 
tenements, hereditaments and premises beforementioned, and of the 
appurtenances, privileges and advantages to the same belonging, or in 
anywise appertaining, in trust, nevertheless, for the uses and purposes of 
a publie park for ever. 


22. In all cases where any piece or parcel of land, or the appurte- 
nanees or improvements thereon, under lease or other contract, shall be 
taken by virtue of this act, all the covenants, agreements, contracts and 
engagements between landlord and tenant, or any other contracting 
parties touching the same, or any part thereof, shall, upon the con 
firmation of such report in the premises as shall be confirmed by the 
Court aforesaid, respectively cease and determine, and be absolutely 
discharged. 


2.3. The said Commissioners of Estimate, to be appointed under and 
by virtue of this act, after completing their said estimate, and’at least 
thirty days before they make their report to the said Court, shall deposit 
a true copy or transcript of such estimate in the Street Commissioner's 
office of the city of New York, for the inspection of whomsoever it shall 
concern, and shall give notice by advertisement, to be published in at 
least two of the public newspapers printed in the said city of New York 
of the said deposit thereof, in the said office, and of the day on which 
their report will be presented to the said Court, and any person and per- 
sous whose rights may be affected thereby, and who may object to the 
same or any part thereof, may, within twenty days after the first pub- 
lication of the said notice, state his, her or their objections to the same, 
in writing, to the said commissioners, and the said commissioners, or 
such of them as shall mike such estimate, in case any objections shall be 
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made to the same, and stated in writing, as aforesaid, shall reconsider 
the said estimate, or the part or parts thereof objected to, and in case 
the same shall appear to them to require correction, but not otherwise, 
they shall and may correct the same accordingly. 


#4. The said the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of 
New York, shall, after they shall have taken possession of said lands, 
provided the said report shall be then confirmed; and if the same shall 
not be then confirmed, then after it shall be confirmed by the Court, pay 
to the respective ‘persons or parties mentioned or referred to in the said 
report, in whose fayor any sum or sums of money shall be estiriated and 
reported by the said commissioners, the respective sum or sumsso estimated 
and reported in their favor respectively, and in ense of neglect or default in 
the payment of the same, the respective person or persons, or party or 
parties in whose fayor the same shall be so reported, his, her or their 
executors, administrators or snecessors, at any time or times after appli- 
cation first made by him, her, or them, to the said Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty, in Common Council convened, for payment thereof, may 
sue for and recover the same, with lawful interest, from and after the said 
application thereof, with the costs of suit, in proper form of action against 
the said the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, in any court having 
cognizance thereof, and in which it shall be sufficient to complain gene- 
rally, for so much money due to the plaintiff’ or plaintiff therein, by 
virtue of this act, for premises taken by virtue thereof; and it shall be, 
lawful for the plaintiff or plaintiffs to give any special matter in evidence 








under such general complaint; and this act and the report of the said 
commissioners, with proof of the right and title of the plaintiff or plain- 
tiffs, fo the sum or sums demanded, shall be conclusive evidence in such 
suit or action; provided, that whenever the owners and proprietors of 
any such lands with the appurtenances and improvements thereon, to be 
taken by virtue of this act, or the party or parties, person or persons, in 
whose favor any such sum or sums, or compensation, shall be so reported, 
shall be under the age of twenty-one years, insane, married women, or 
absent from the city of New York, and also in all cases where the name 
or names of the owner or owners, party or persons entitled unto or inte- 
rested in the said land, withthe appurtenances or improvements thereon 
shall not be set forth in said report; or where the said owners, parties or 
persons respectively being named therein, cannot, upon diligent inquiry 
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be found, it shall be lawful for the said the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty, to pay the sum or sums mentioned in said report, payable to 
such owners, proprietors, parties or persons respectively, into the Supreme 
Court, to be secured, disposed of, and improved as the said court shall 
direct ; and such payment shall be as valid and effectual, in all respects, 
as if made to the said owners, proprietors, parties and persons respectively 
themselves, according to their just rights, if they had been known and 
had all been present, of full age, disereet, and of sound mind. 


And provided, also, that in eyery case where any such sum or sums, or 
compensation, so to be reported by the said commissioners, in favor of 
any person or party whatever, whether named or not named in said re- 
port, shall be paid to any person or party whatsoever, when the same 
shall of right belong, or ought to have been paid to some other person or 
party, it shall be lawful for the said person or party to whom the same 
ought to have heen paid, to sue and recover the same, with interest and 
costs of suit, from the person or party to whom the same shall have been 
paid, as so much money had and reeeived to the use of the said plain- 
tiff or plaintiffs, by the person or party respectively to whom the same 
shall have been so paid. 


4.5. In case of the death, resignation, or refusal to act of the said com- 
joners, or either of them, it shall be lawful for the court aforesaid, on 
the application of the said Corporation Counsel, as often as such event 
shall happen, to appoint a discreet and disinterested person, being a citi- 
zen of the city of New York, in the place and stead of such commissioner 
so dying, resigning or refusing to act. 





mi 


26. In every case of the appointment of commissioners under this act, 
it shall be competent and lawful for any three of said commissioners, so 
to be appointed, to perform the trust and duties of their appointment, 
and their acts shall be as valid and effectual as the acts of all the commis- 
sioners so to be appointed. 





27. The said commissioners shall be each entitled to receive the sum 
of not more than four dollars for each day they shall respectively be aetn- 
ally employed in the duties of their appointment, hgsides all reasonable 
expenses for maps, surveys, clerk hire, and other necessary expenses and 
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disbursements, and which shall be taxed by one of the judges of said 
* court, and the same shall be paid upon such taxation by the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York. 


28. Ifat any time before commissioners are appointed by law for the 
purpose of taking the plot of ground situated between Sixty-sixth street 
and Seventy-fifth street, and Third avenue and the East river, in the 
Nineteenth Ward of the city of New York, the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the city of New York shall agree with the owners of the 
same for the purchase thereof, or if said commissioners are appointed, 
then upon the confirmation of their report, it shall be lawful for the said 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York to raise 
the amount of the purchase money of said premises, or the amount di- 
rected by the report of the said commissioners to be paid by the said 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty for the said premises and the 
expense connected therewith, by the creation of a public fund or stock, 
which shall bear an interest of not more than five per cent. per annum, 
and shall be redeemable by the payment of a sum of ten thousand dollars 
annually, and after deducting therefrom any premiums which may haye 
been obtained upon the sale thereof as hereinafter provided ; the balance 
thereof shall be raised by taxation on the real and personal property of 


said city. 


29. It shall be lawful for the said the Mayor, Aldermen and Common- 
alty to determine what shall be the nominal amount or value of each share 
of said stock, and of what number of shares the same shall consist, and 
they are hereby authorized to sell and dispose of such shares at public 
auction, or under the direction of the Comptroller of said city ; such 
stock shall not be sold at less than its par value. 


210. The money to be raised by virtue of this act shall be applied 
and expended for the purpose of purchasing the plot of ground herein- 
before described, or for the payment of the amounts directed to be paid 
in and by the report of the commissioners to be appointed for the taking 


of the same. 


§ 11. In order to redeem the stock hereby authorized, with the inter- 
est thereon, the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the city and county 
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of New York, as the Supervisors thereof, are hereby authorized and 
directed to order and canse to be raised by tax on the estates, real and 
personal, subject to taxation according to law, within said city and 
county, and to be collected in addition to the ordinary taxes yearly, and 
every year until the whole amount of the stock be paid; the interest an- 
nually accruing on said stock, and the sum of ten thousand dollars to be 
applied, as aforesaid, in the reduction of the principal thereof. 


412. The duty of inclosing, laying out, regulating and maintaining in 
proper order and condition, the said last-mentioned grounds, for a public 
park, shall be vested in a board of five commissionors, and the Mayor shall 
nominate such commissioners to the Board of Aldermen of said city, on 
or before the first day of December, 1853, and all vacancies occurring 
from time to time, by reason of death, resignation or otherwise, shall be 
supplied in the same manner. 


213. The commissioners appointed under the last section shall receive, 
no compensation for their services, and shall not be directly or indirectly 
interested in any contract for Inbor, materials or superintendence con- 
nected with the improvement, regulation and custody of said lands, and 
shall render to the Common Council, on the first day of January and 
Tuly, of every year, a statement under oath, of all expenditures made by 
them under the provisions of this act. 


14. For the purpose of suitably inclosing said lands, the Mayor, 
Recorder and Aldermen of said city and county, as the Supervisors there- 
of, are authorized and directed to order and cause to be raised by tax on 
the estates, real and personal, a sum not exceeding fifty thousand dollars ; 
and for the laying out, regulating and protection of eaid grounds, a far- 
ther sum of ten thousand dollars annually, to be raised in like manner. 


¢15. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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AN ACT 
TO REPEAL AN ACT ENTITLED “ AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE PURCHASE AND 
LAYING OUT OF CHRTAIN LANDS FOR A PUBLIC PARK IN THE NINETEENTIL 
WARD OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, AND THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE 
MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COMMONALTY IN RELATION THERETO.” 
Passed July 21st, 1853 —Passed April 11, 1854. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows: 

Seo. 1. The act entitled “an act relative to the purchase and laying 
out of certain lands for a public park in the Nineteenth Ward of the city 
of New York, and the powers and duties of the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty in relation thereto,” passed July twenty-first, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-three, is hereby repealed. 


22. This act shall take effect imuediately. 
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(H) 


IN THR MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE MAYOR, &C., OF NEW YORK, 
RELATIVE TO OPENING, &C., A PUBLIC PLACE, BETWEEN FIFTY-NINTH AND 
ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH STREETS, AND FIFTH AND EIGHTH AVENUES.| 


By the Court.—Muronrns, J.—By the act of July 21, 1853, (ch. 616,) 
all that parcel of land, bounded by Fifty-ninth and Ono hundred and sixth 
streets, and by the Fifth and Eighth avenues, “is declared to be a 
public plaee, in like manner as if the same had been laid out by the Com- 
missioners,” under the act of 1807, “ and the map or plan of said city is 
thereby altered accordingly,” and the acts passed after 1807. applicable 
to the taking of public squares and places, and still in form, are made to 
“apply to the taking and laying out of the piece of land above described, 
as and for a public square, in the same manner, and to the same extent, 
as if the said piece of land had been originally laid down as and for a 
public square, upon the map or plan aforesaid, except as. thereinafter 
excepted.” 


One exception is, that buildings ereeted after the filing of the maps 
under the act of 1807, may be paid for under this act. 


Within the limits thus described, is the upper reservoir for the Croton 
Aqueduct, extending from Seventy-ninth to Highty-sixth street, and 
from the Sixth to the Seventh avenue, and which was several years since 
taken for that purpose, and is now absolutely essential to the supply of 
the city with water, by means of the Croton Aqueduct; also, the lands 
between Highty-sixth and Ninety-sixth streets, and the Fifth and Seventh 
avenues, which are needed for an additional reservoir, and are allotted by 
an act passed only twenty-one days before this act, to be taken for the 
purpose of a new reservoir. The present reservoir was paid for entirely 
by the public, without any assessment on adjoining owners for ben- 
efit, and the new one is to be paid for in the same way, while the public 
square is to be paid for in part, by assessment on those benefited. 


‘The State Arsenal, owned by the State, also occupies one square, 
bounded by Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth streets, and Fifth and Sixth 
avenues, 
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‘The supply of the city, with pure and wholesome water, has been" the 
object of the legislature for more than twenty years, and the Croton 
Aqueduct, with its reservoirs and appendages, has been the pride of the 
State, as well as of the city, as an exhibition of equal enterprise, boldness 
and skill, all successfully applied to accomplish this object. 


‘The legislature could not, therefore, have intended to do any thing by 
this act, that could withdraw the control of any part of those great works 
from the department specially appointed to take charge of them, and 
transfer it to those who may have charge of the new park, and enable 
these last, at their will, to destroy the usefulness of those works. 


The State Arsenal is equally important to the public interests, and 
must also, from its character, be under the exclusive control of those to 
whom its care and management are intrusted. Even a modified control 
of either, could not be safely given to any department, exeept to that to 
which is committed the charge of those public works ; a divided author- 
ity might sacrifice that which is essential to the public safety and the 
daily comfort of the citizens, to an object intended as much for ornament 
and amusement as for health. 


It could not, therefore, have heen the intention of the legislature to 
have allowed either of those three parcels of land to be taken for the park, 
and to be a part of it, although they are numerically included in the 
limits of the park. ‘The order, therefore, will appoint the commissioners 
as to the rest of the land, describing them so as not to include either of 
those parcels. 


Tt may be a question, how far it was intended that the streets and aye- 
ues already opened,should remain open and exempt from the control of 
of those who may have the laying out of the park. ‘That question may 
be settled by legislation before the commissioners will have made such 
progress in their assessments for benefits, as to be affected by the decision 
either way. 


‘The Committee of the Common Council, who recommended this park, evi_ 
dently assumed that the present lines of streets and ayenues were to be 
abandoned, for they state, among the advantages of converting the land 
into park, that the grading of the streets and avenues would be necessary 
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on many parts, and under the present plan of the city, would be very ex- 
pensive, and that this expense would be saved by the park, where serpen- 
tine roads would be among the beanties of the plan. ‘They’ also assume 
that some of the costs of taking the land would be repaid by selling the 
lands forming the border of the park, for various purposes, which they 
suppose would be ornamental, and consistent with their scheme. If 
such be the intention, those powers should be expressly granted before 
the commissioners make their estimates. 


The Corporation have named five commissioners ; they are stated to 
be the same persons who were named in the bill before it was finally pass 
ed, and who were approved of by the legislature, but whose names were 
omitted in the act as it passed, as the constitution directs the appoint- 
ment to be by the court, ‘The gentlemen named are all of high standing 
and all unexceptionable, but many of the parties interested have naturally 
preferred to have persons of their own choice’ appointed, and have claimed 
that they have a right to have one or more chosen ftom the list furnished 
by them. 


‘The act of 1813, (178) gave to the court alone, the power to “nom. 
inate and appoint three discreet and disinterested persons, being citizens 
of the United States, Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment.” The 
act of 1839, section 2, changed this law, and authorized the Corporation 
to nominate three persons, one of whom should be appointed by the 
court, and anthorized any person interested in the property to be affected, 
to present to the court one or more persons, whose names should form a 
list, out of which, if a majority in interest agreed on one person, * that 
person should be appointed,” but if the majority did not agree, “ then 
the court should appoint one person out of the names on such list ; after 
which the court should appoint the third person out of the names so pre- 
sented by the Common Council and by the parties interested. ‘The per- 
sons proposed were all subject to challenge for interest, &c. Then 37, 
article 1, of the constitution of 1847, declares that compensation, in such 
cases, should “be ascertained by a jury, or by not less than three com- 
missioners, appointed by a Court of Record, as shall be preseribed by 
law.” 


This act is, that “five persons shall be appointed Commissioners of 
Estimate and Assessment, instead of three” (Act, 1858, ch. 616.) 
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‘The terms “nominate and appoint,” are used in the acts of 1813 and 
of 1839. In the first, the court both nominated and appointed. In the 
last, the court had no power of nomination, but still retained the power 
of appointing. Under the last act, the power of appointing was exercised 
i the peculiar manner then “prescribed by law.” ‘This power, there- 
fore, as it was exercised when the constitution was adopted, and had 
been for eight years before, was consistent with the nomination being in 
other persons than the court, and yet the appointment being in the 
court. 


In this, it was like the case of referees, who were appointed by an order 
of the court, but on the nomination of the parties, or by drawing from 
the jury-box. Although there may be objections to the law of 1839, as 
that by it, a few active interested parties get one or more of their own 
friends on the commission, while the more quiet parties, although more 
largely interested, haye no voice in the appointment, yet those objections, 
(it is believed.) had not appeared so formidable, as to arrest the attention 
of the convention, or induce them to alter this law. At all events, if 
there be any doubt whether that law is repealed by the constitution, it is 
deemed better to comply with it, that the regularity of the appointment 
may not be called in question. 


The Jaw of 1839 will be fully complied with, if one commissioner is 
selected from those named by the Corporation, then one from those inter- 
ested, and one from the two lists furnished by the Corporation and those 
interested; the other two may be chosen also from those two lists, and 
probably from any other source, although it may be most consistent with 
the spirit of the act of 1839, to select one of the last two from those 
named by the Corporation, and the other from those named by the par- 
ties interested. ‘i 

‘This would give the nomination of three to the Corporation, and of 
two to such of the parties interested, as chose to nominate; the Cor- 
poration represent the city, which has an interest, and in this case, a 
very large one, in the proceeding, and also, in some degree, the absent 
parties. 

‘The Commissioners appointed, are William Kent, Michael Ulshoeffer, 
Inther Bradish, Warren Brady and Jeremiah Towle, 

WM. MITCHELL. 

November 17th, 1853, 
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. (1) 


IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF THE MAYOR, 4C., OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK, RELATIVE TO THE OPENING AND LAYING OUT OF A PUBLIC 
PLACE, BETWEEN FIPTY-NINTH AND ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH STREETS 
AND THE FIPTH AND EIGHTH AVENUBS, IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


By the Court—Haners, J.—Every citizen holds*his property subject 
to the wants of the government. ‘This is an invariable condition of so- 
ciety. If money is required, it is taken by taxation; if property, by the 
right of eminent domain. Such power is a necessary incident of sov- 
ereignty. Its exercise, especially in a country like ours, whose growth and 
expansion is a constant surprise even to ourselves, is often indispensable. 
‘The public interests could not be sufliciently advanced without it. Indi- 
viduals are not to be permitted to interpose their will or caprice, or even 
their own selfinterest, to thwart useful improvements, or prevent the de- 
velopment of great public advantages. 


Whether or not the public exigency requires that money shall be raised 
by a tax, or property shall be taken for public use, is a question referred 
to the sovereign will of the state, as expressed by legislative authority. 
It is enough that the public good demands it. Of this question the legis- 
lature are the exclusive judges. It is no more the province of the ju 
cial power to determine whether private property is required for public 
use, than it is to inquire whether the public exigency requires that money 
should be raised by a tax. 





Nor can I concur in the position maintained upon the argument of 
this case, that this power can only be rightfully exercised in cases of ab- 
solute necessity. A strict application of such a principle would com- 
pletely annihilate the power. It would not be casy to state a case in 
which it would be absolutely necessary to take private property for public 
use. But the term when applied to this subject has no such restricted 
meaning. If, in the judgment of the legislature, the public convenience 
requires that the property of individuals should be taken from them and 
devoted to the public use, this constitutes a sufficient legal necessity to 
authorize the exercise of this power. 
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The mode in which this power is to be exercised, is sulliciently guarded 
to protect the citizen against injustice. He is protected in the enjoy- 
mont of his property, unless the public needs it, or this protection he 
pays an equivalent in taxes. If the public need his property, he must 
surrender it, but then only upon being paid a fair equivalent in money. 
By his taxes he pays no more than his just share for the benefits of 
government. When he gives up his: property he contributes so much 
more, and is entitled to adequate compensation. He sells his property 
to the public, involuntary it is true, but for a price fixed by fuir appraisal. 


<Ttis in this way, that from the very beginning of our government, pro- 
perty has been obtained for public improvements, such as turnpike roads, 
canals, railroads, and other kindred objects. In many eases the applica- 
tion has had its origin in private enterprise and for private gain. But it 
has always been deemed enough to justify the exercise of the power that 
the enterprise would result in public wutility. 


By an act of the legislature relating to this subject, passed in July, 
1853, it was declared that the tract of land mentioned in the title of this 
proceeding should be “a public place,” in the same manner as if the same 
had been laid out by the commissioners appointed in 1807, for the pur- 
pose of laying out streets, &c., in the city of New York,and the Corpo- 
ration of New York were authorized to take the land for public use, as 
and for @ public square. ‘The act provided for the appointment of five 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, and made the existing laws 
relative to the laying out and taking public squares and places in the 
city of New York applicable to the proceeding. 


Of the wisdom or expediency of the measure, it is not my province on 
this occasion to speak. It is enough that the legislature have declared 
that. it was required by the public interest, and for the public conyeni- 
exce. But I may, perhaps, allow myself here to say that if the appre- 
hensions of the most distrustful should be realized, the enterprise cannot 
prove very disastrous, or even unprofitable. ‘The most incredulons will 
not doubt, that should the generation who, half a century hence, will 
possess this American metropolis, then, perhaps, the metropolis of the 
world, think it expedient to withdraw this tract of land from the uses to 
which it is now devoted, it might then be made to produce a revenue ex- 
ceeding, by many times, the amount of the present expenditure. 
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Commissioners were appointed, pursuant to the act, in November, 
1853. ‘To the eminent fitness of this commission, and the fidelity with 
which it has discharged its important trust, all the parties who have ap- 
peared upon this hearing, have borne their unqualified and emphatic 
testimony. Nearly two years were occupied by the commissioners in 
preparing their appraisal and assessments. On the 4th of October last? 
the result was submitted to the public, and opportunity was given to pre- 
sent objections. Parties dissatisfied with the decisions of the commis- 
sioners were heard before them, and, so far as objections were presented, 
the decisions of the commissioners were reviewed, and upon such revigw 
such corrections made as were deemed just by the commissioners. The 
result is now presented to this Court in the report of the commissioners. 
The only question now to be determined is, whether the report shall 
be confirmed, or whether it contains such errors as require that it 
should be referred back to the same, or other commissioners, for recon- 
sideration. ‘This is the extent of the power vested in the Court npon 
this proceeding. Tam to consider, therefore, the reasons urged against 
the confirmation of the report. These grounds of objection may generally 
be divided into two classes : first, those presented by the owners of pro- 
perty taken for the improvement ; and secondly, those presented by the 
owners of property assessed for benefit to be derived from the improve- 
ment. Hach will require a separate consideration. 

‘The number of city lots taken for the improvement is about 7,500, for 
which the commissioners haye awarded upward of five millions of dol- 
lars. Of the owners of these lots, but about one in forty haye appeared 
to object to the award. ‘The very fact that thirty-nine out of every forty 
owners of the lange tract of Iand embraced in this proceeding have not 
deemed it for their interest to object to the report, certainly furnishes 
very satisfactory evidence that the commissioners have, with eminent sue- 
cess, addressed themselves to the accomplishment of the great task they 
had assumed, of ascertaining the true value of so! vaet.an amount of prop- 
erty. The difficulty of their work was evidently very much increased by 
the fact, that the lots to be appraised by them were, for the most part, 
wholly unproductive. 


Their value was rather prospective and conjectural, rather than present 
and real. It is in respect to such property, more than any other, that the 
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opinions, even of discreet men will be found to take the widest range. It 
is no matter of surprise, therefore, that, of so many owners, here and 
there one should be found who honestly and sincerely feels that he has 
suffered injustice at the hands of the commissioners. Iam, myself, not 
Without some apprehension that, in a fow instances, an inadequate price 
has in fact been allowed. 


Among the most earnest of those who oppose the confirmation of the 
report are some who, in December, 1852, purchased, at a public sale by 
the Corporation of New York, a portion of the same lots now taken for 

improvement, I am entirely satisfied that the prices bid upon that 

le were generally far above any reasonable appraisal of the lots, ‘The 

sale amounted to nearly half a million of dollars. Of the purchasers, 

nearly half abandoned their bids before paying any thing. Others paid 

their ten per cent. upon the sale, but never consummated their purchase, 

preferring rather to forfeit what they had paid than to pay the balance 
of the purchase money for the land. 

Tt was also stated upon the hearing, that a large amount of the pur- 
chase money had been remitted to the purchasers hy the Corporation. 
‘The appraisal of these lots by the commissioners is, I think, about fifty 
per cent, below the prices bid at the Corporation sale, In someinstances, 
the award is less than the amount now due to the Corporation upon, the 
bonds and mortgages executed to secure a part only of the purchase 
money. ‘To such purchasers, the decision of the commissioners may well 
seem severe and unjust. It was with some degree of plausibility that they 
insisted, that having paid these prices to the Corporation, now, when the 
Corporation, against their consent, is about to retake the property, it 
should’ not be heard to deny that it is worth what it received upon its 
sale, 


But it is obvious that the commissioners could adopt no such rule of 
discrimination. It was their single duty to fix what they believed to be 
the present real value of each lot, taken without regard to the amount it 
might have cost its owner, or the source from which he derived his title, 
What may be the equitable relations between these purchasers and the 
Corporation when the lots shall be taken, I need not now consider. 


Ttmay well be that, in some instances, the commissioners may have erred 
in their judgment as to the value of property taken for this great im- 
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provement. It would, indeed, be surprising if they had not, But Iam 
not at liberty to deny the motion to confirm their report upon the mere 
apprehension that they may have thus erred. ‘They have had an oppor- 
tunity of viewing the premises. They may have obtained the opinions of 
judicious and well-informed men on the subject, and, during the two years 
they have had the subject before them, may have collected information 
from many sources which has enlightened their judgment and enabled 
them, at least,to make a just estimate of the value of each of the numer- 
ous lots embraced in their report. ‘To allow their judgment thus deliber- 
ately and intelligently formed to be overcome by the opinions of interested 
parties, or even the opinions of disinterested witnesses, the value of whose 
opinions the court has no means of testing, would be a manifest. perver- 
sion of the object of the legislature in providing for this review of the 
proceedings of the commissioners. If, in the dischargewf their duty, the 
commissioners have proceeded in the manner prescribed by law, and have 
violated no legal principle in making their awards, the court must be 
satisfied, almost to a demonstratioa, that they have materially erred upon 
questions of yalue before it will be justified in sending the report back 
for reconsideration. I am not convinced that any such error has been 
committed. 


Tt remains for me now to consider the objections which have been 
urged against the report by those whose property has been assessed for 
benefit. . By the act relative to public squares and places in the city of 
New York, passed April 11, 1815, which, by the act of 1853, was made 
applicable to this proceeding, the commissioners were required, after hav- 
ing made their award of damages to the owners of property to be taken, 
to proceed to make a just and equitable assessment of the value of the 
benefit and advantage of the contemplated improvement upon the owners 
of other lands lying without the limits of the improvement to the extent 
of such benefit. It was objected upon the hearing that, in making these 
assessments, the commissioners could go beyond the lands fronting upon 
the proposed public square or place, and those lying within half the dis- 
tance of the next street or avenue ; but in the fourth section of the act of 
1815, it expressly declared that, upon the opening of a public square or 
place, the commissioners shall not be confined in their estimate and assess- 
ment of benefits to any limit or limits whatsoever. 
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By the seventh section of an act in relation to the collection of assess- 
ments, &e., passed May 14th, 1840, it is declared that Commissioners for 
making Wstimates and Assessments for any improvement authorized by 
law, shall in no case assess any house, lots, improved or unimproved land, 
more than one half the value thereof, as valued by the assessors of the 
ward in which the same shall be situate. ‘The commissioners proceeded 
under this restriction in making their assessments, It is alleged, and no 
doubt with truth, that the lands in the immediate neighborhood of the 
proposed square, and which are confessedly to be most benefited by the 
improvement, being vacant and unproductive, had been valued by the 
different ward assessors at prices far below their value, and in some wards 
at prices relatively below the prices in other wards. 


‘The consequenge of this restriction upon the power of the commissioners 
has been, in many instances, to relieve the owners of lots most benefited 
by the improvement from the payment of an assessment equal to the ex- 
tent of such benefit, and thus reduce the aggregate amount of the assess- 
ments. The whole amount assessed upon the owners of property for 
benefit is about one million six hundred and fifty thousand dollars. I 
believe that but for the restriction imposed upon the commissioners by 
the act of 1840, a much larger amount of assessment might have been 
imposed without the ledst injustice. Of this, however, no one but the 
Corporation of New York, which is required to make up the deficiency, 
has the right to complain. Many of this class of persons who appeared 
to object to the confirmation of the report insisted not so much that their 
own assessments were excessive, as that, when compared with others, 
they were relatively too high. But this obviously does not furnish a 
good ground of objection. If the objector pays no more than theamount of 
benefit he receives, it does not lie with him to insist that another pays less. 


By the act of 1853, the Corporation of New York is authorized, after 
applying the amount of the assessments for benefits to the payment of 
the damages awarded by the commissioners, and the expenses of the 
proceeding, to raise the deficiency by creating a -public stock, to be 
called, “The Central Park Fund,” redeemable in forty-five years after 
the passage of the act, and bearing an interest of five per cent. It is 
also declared that for the payment of the stock thus to be issued, the 
land to be taken shall be irrevocably pledged. It was insisted that this 
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pledge of the land, involving the right to withdraw it from the public use, 
for which it is taken, is inconsistent with its perpetual dedication to 
the purposes ofa public square, for the benefit of which alone the owners 
of adjacent lands have been assessed. This, though not much pressed 
upon the argument, has seemed to me to be by far the most grave objec- 
tion which has heen presented against the validity of the proceeding. 
It is, pethaps, unnecessary to consider it here. ‘The only power vested 
in the Court is to confirm the report, or send it back for revisal, If there 
be this radical defect in the proceeding, no possible advantage could re- 
sult from a refusal to confirm the report. But I do vot think the objec- 
tion can be sustained. ‘The land has been taken from its owners for 
public use. Tt is to be devoted to the object for which it is taken. ‘The 
faith of the city, perhaps of the state, is pledged that the loan shall be 
paid. It is only upon the violation of this faith that the parties assessed 
can be deprived of the benefits contemplated. Practically, they do re 
ceive such benefits, ‘The value of their lands is increased hy the im- 
provement, and thus they receive an equivalent for the assessment they 
are required to pay. It may be thatt, in the language of the counsel who 
presented this objection, “the assessment of land for benefit implies o 
covenant for the continuance of the benefit.” But if so, the possibility 
that the benefit may be discontinued does not render the assessment in- 
valid. At the most, it could only furnish the basis of a claim for com: 
pensation, if the contingency should happen. 


‘A. few objections of a more general character deserve to be briefly 
noticed. Damages are awarded to the Corporation itself, for lots included 
within the limits of the square, to the amount of about six hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. It is eaid that by an ordinance of the Common 
Council, pasced in 1844, all the property of the Corporation, including 
these lots, was sneredly pledged for the payment of the funded debt of 
the city, and that the Corporation have no right now to divert the lots 
from this object and devote them to the purpose proposed. It may well 
be that the creditors of the Corporation have a zight to have the amount 
awarded as the price of these lots in some way secured for their benefit, 
but whether they have or not, it is a suilicient answer to this objection 
to say, that it is @ question which in no way concerns those who oppose 
the confirmation of this report. 
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‘The same answer applies, too, to the objection, that the public prop- 
erty, such as the Arsenal, the Croton Reservoir and Hamilton square, 
have not been assessed. It is probable that these lands were not assessed 
for the reason that, on account of the purposes to which they were de- 
voted, they would not be benefited by the contemplated improvement, 
But whether this be go or not, it does not lie with others who have been 
assessed to object that for any reason these have been omitted. 


Itis also objected, that the commissioners had no right, in making their 
award, to declare that the amount due the Corporation, for unpaid taxes 
and assessments, should be deducted from the amount of the award for 
thesame lots, ‘This may be so. But this declaration in the report is en- 
tirely harmless. ‘The amount of the awards by the commissioners, by the 
terms of the act of 1853, will become a debt against the Corporation, due 
and payable immediately upon the confirmation of the report. If those 
entitled to reccive these awards are themselves indebted to the Corpora- 
tion for taxes or assessments, it did not require the authority of the com- 
missioners to sot off one debt against the other. 





‘An objection is now taken, for the first: time, to the validity of the 
appointment of the commissioners. ‘The order for their appointment was 
made by Mr. Justice Mitchell, and it is now said that he is a relative to one 
of the parties assessed for benefit. ‘The objection is untenable. Judge 
Mitchell might not now sit to hear this motion for confirmation. The 
parties assessed for benefit are now parties to the proceeding. But when 
he entertained the motion for the appointment of commissioners they 
were not, and, of course, he was not legally disqualified. ‘The fact that 
the relative has been brought within the range of assessment, is alone 
sufficient to show that the objection is altogether technical. 








Again, it objected that Mr. Brady, one of the commissioners, is a bro- 
ther to two of the owners of lots taken for the improvement, to whom 
damages have been awarded, ‘This might have furnished a proper ground 
of objection to be addressed to the discretionary power of the court, upon 
the appointment of the commissioners, but in no way affects the validity 
of the report. ‘The law declares that no judge of any court shall sit in 
any cause in which a relative within the ninth degree isa party. ‘This 
prohibition relates entirely to courts of justice, and not to a special stat- 
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utory proceeding like this. Those who made this objection, frankly ad- 
mitted that it derived no support from the amount of the awards. 

1 have thus noticed the principal grounds which have been urged 
against the confirmation of this report. I have, also, since the argument, 
carefully examined all the objections and affidavits filed with the commis 
sioners by those who now resist the confirmation. ‘There are a few cases 
of individual hardship which have my sympathy, and for which T would 
gladly provide some relief. But my examination has resulted in the full 
conviction, that no legal errors have been committed in the proceeding, 
and that the reports, in the whole, pre-eminently judicious and equitable. 
T have no hesitation, therefore, in directing that an order be entered for 
its confirmation. 
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(K) 
Frxaxce Derarraant, 
February Sth, 1856. 
To the Common Council. 

‘The Compiroller has the fonor to inform the Common Council, that 
the Supreme Court has this day confirmed the report of the Commissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment, for the taking of lands known as “ the Cen- 
tral Park.” ‘The amount awarded to the owners of the lands, and for 
expenses, is the sum of five millions one hundred and sixty-nine thousand 
three hundred and sixty-nine dollars and ninety cents, of which the sum 
of one million six hundred and fifty-seven thousand five hundred and 
ninety dollars, is payable by the owners of adjacent lands, who are as- 
sessed for benefit, By the act of 1853, chapter 616, (Davies’ Laws, p. 
1153,) payment of the awards must be made by the city immediately 
upon the confirmation of the report. For the payment of so much of 
the awards as exceed the assessment, the Corporation is authorized and 
directed to issue a public fund or stock, at five per cent,, payable at the 
end of forty-five years, from the date of the act. The assessments, al- 
though payable, may not be immediately received at the public treasury, 
and for the payment of so much of the awards as are equal to the assess- 
ments, the Corporation is authorized by the 190th section of the act of 
1813, (Davies’ Laws, p. 543,) to issue a public stock, at a rate of interest 
not exceeding seven per cent. per annum. 


The Comptroller has the honor to submit an ordinance for the 
purpose of carrying into effect the directions of the statute, and the 
order of the Supreme Court. fe proposes to issue a five per 
cent. stock, for the sum of two millions cight hundred and sixty-seven 
thousand dollars, payable in forty-two years, for which the lands of the 
park are pledged, and a six per cent. stock for the sum of one million 
six hundred thousand dollars, payable in three years, to which the assess- 
ments, as they are collected, will be applied, and for which they are spe- 
cifically pledged. ‘These stocks, it is confidently believed, are such as for 
security, have rarely been offered for the competition of capitalists, and 
should command a premium in the market, 


‘The accompanying ordinance has been drawn by Mr. Dillon, the late 
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Counsel to the Corporation, and is approved by the Comptroller, who, in 
view of the fact, that the awards are payable immediately, urges upon 
the Common Council its prompt consideration. 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. ©. FLAGG, 
Comptroller. 


AN ORDINANCE 


TO CREATE FUNDS FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE PUBLIC PLACE ENTITLED 
“THE CENTRAL PARK.” 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, in Com- 
‘mon Council convened, do ordain as follows « 


1. So much of that piece or parcel of land, bounded southerly by 
Fifty-ninth street, easterly by the Filth avenue, northerly by one hun- 
dred and sixth street, and westerly by the Highth avenue, as is specially 
described or referred to in the order for the confirmation of the proceed- 
ings of the Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment for taking the 
same, made by the Supreme Court, and dated the fifth day of February, 
in the year 1856, shall hereafter be known and entitled as “the Central 
Park.” 


42. A public stock or fund to be called “the Central Park Fund,’ 
shall be created for a loan of two millions eight hundred and sixty-seven 
thousand dollars, which shall bear an interest of five per centum per an- 
num, payable half yearly, and shall be redeemable on the first day of 
Tuly, in the year one thousand eight hundved and ninety-eight. 


23. The nominal amount or value of each share of the said stock, shall 
be one hundred dollars, and the same shall consist of twenty-eight thou- 
sand and sixty-seven shares, or portions thereof, may be of the nominal 
amount or value of five hundred, or of one thousand dollars, and the 
number thereof shall be reduced accordingly. 


44. The said loan shall be receivable at any time within sixty da: 
from the passage of this ordinance. 


8 
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25. The Comptroller is hereby authorized and directed to advertise for 
proposals, to be received at any time within thirty days from the pas: 
sage of this ordinance, and not to be opened until that day, for the said 
loan, or for any portion thereof, not less than the par value of one share 
of the said stock. 


§ 6. ‘The said Comptroller shall determine on and after the expiration 
of said thirty days, which and what proportions of said proposals shall 
be accepted, and shall issue certificates for the number of shares necessary 
to make up the said sum of two millions eight hundred and sixty-seven 
thousand dollars, to the person or persons, company or companies, whose 
proposals shall have been accepted; and such certificates shall be, as 
nearly as may be, in the form of the certificates issued for “the Water 
Stock of the city of New York.” 


27. The said Comptroller shall receive the moneys payable for, or upon 
said loan, and shall pay the same into the city treasury, and keep a sepa. 
vate and distinet account of the same, and of all sums paid on account 
thereof. 


2.8. The said moneys so to be received, shall be applied by the said 
Comptroller, in payment of the awards for the lands aforesaid, as con- 
firmed by the order aforesaid, of the Supreme Court. 





29. For the payment of the balance of said awards, not exceeding the 
sum of one million six hundred thousand dollars, being the amount as- 
sessed for benefit, and by the order, aforesaid, of the Supreme Court, » 
public stock or fund shall be created, which shall bear an interest not 
exceeding six per cent. per annum, payable half yearly, and shall be re- 
deemable, not exceeding three years from the issuing thereof, and shall 
be called “the Central Park Assessment Fund.” 


210. The nominal amount or value of each share of the said stock, 
shall be one hundred dollars, or portions thereof, may be of the nomi- 
nal amount or value of five hundred dollars, or of one thousand dollars. 


211. The Comptroller is authorized and directed to issue to any per- 
son or persons, company or companies, upon receiving the par value 
thereof, so much of the said stock as may be necessary to pay the bal- 
ance of the awards aforesaid. For the payment of said stock, the assess- 
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ments for benefit aforesaid, and all moneys payable on account thereof, 
are hereby specifically pledged. A separate and distinct account shall 
be kept by the said Comptroller of all stock thus issued; of all moneys 
received therefor, and of all moneys received on account of the assess- 
ments aforesaid. 


212. The said moneys so to be received shall be applied by the said 


Comptroller in payment of the balance aforesaid of the awards afore- 
said. 


13. The Collector of Assessments is hereby appointed and directed 
to proceed forthwith to the collection of the assessments. 
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(4) 


The minority of the Committee on Lands and Places, to whom -were 
referred various petitions, numerously signed, desiring the Common 
Council, on behalf of the petitioners, to memoralize the legislature for a 
reduction of the dimensions of the Central Park, would repectfully report: 
‘That a thorough examination, and careful study of the merits of the 
whole subject, as to the necessity of » park, the expenses to accrue from 
the opening, regulating and laying out of the same, as well as the extent 
thereof, as embraced in the act of the legislature, passed July 21, 1353, 
must be thoroughly considered and weighed by a member of a Commit- 
tee, to whom so important a matter is intrusted, before a clear, definite 
and just judgment can be arrived at, which might influence the Common 
Council of this city to memoralize the legislature of the state, either for 
a diminution or increase of so vast a presumed improvement. And a 
minority of your Committee, more particularly, is inclined to shrink from 
the important trust and responsibility imposed on him, were it not a 
firm, decisive conviction on his part that a most valuable improvement 
can be suggested, vastly for the interests of the city; and the greater 
pleasure of the citizens in general, whether the more humble, or the 
wealthy. 


‘That it has, of late, been very generally conceded that a lange central 
park was a necessary component of the great metropolis of the United 
States—a city naturally blessed with so many of the concomitants and 
advantages that make it the first in the Union, and prospectively the 
greatest in the world, most unquestionably calls for one extensive park, 
varied in beauties, and where the smile of nature may not be interrupted 
with the monotonous appearance of the eity dwellings and dingy walls, 


inelosing cramped up thousands of the human race. 


‘There is scarcely to be found a citizen who would deny the city the 
loudly called for “Iungs ;” nor has there been for many years back, those 
who would frankly come forward, and freely and candidly state they ob- 
jected to a park of large dimensions; insomuch that the legislature of 
the state acknowledged the receipt, by June, 1853, of eighteen thousand 
anthentic signatures for a park ; but when the subject of location and 
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extent was broached, many were the objectors, because many were 
directly and individually interested. 


It seems, therefore, that the honest expression of the people was un- 
qualifiedly in favor of a park—one of large capacity—to be laid out in 
serpentine roads or drives, and presenting striking features of nature or 
of art at every changing step; the abrupt and craggy elevations, varied 
continually by ravines and lightsome valleys—the whispering then gurg- 
gling stream, winding its way, until, with fitful leap, it dashes over the 
gentle waterfall—the slowly ascending hill—the clear and_pellucid 
waters of the reservoir forming an inland lake of no inconsiderable size— 
the quiet and repose to be found on every side, contrasting so pleasingly 
with the sharp, incessant rattle over the pavements of our eity—all tend 
most beautifully to show the necessity of some great central’ pleasure 
ground. 


‘As to the expenses to accrue from the opening, regulating and laying 
out of the park, 


‘The property proposed to be taken for this great health-dispensing 
park, is, in many places, but very poorly adapted to building purposes, 
being so far below the established grade that the assessments thereon 
would be double the first or present cost of the lots themselves. With 
this point in view, the undersigned must refer directly to the proposition 
of the majority Committee, to diminish the size of the park by cutting 
off all below Seyenty-second street, or that. portion lying between Fifty- 
ninth and Seventy-second streets. This portion of the Central Park, 
especially, is almost useless for the construction of buildings, the surface 
being very undulating and rocky, and far below the established grade. 
‘The undersigned would instance the Sixth avenue, from Sixtieth to 
Seventy-second street, where heavy mason work would be essential to 
support an embankment, averaging from twenty to forty feet in height, 
requiring, between some blocks, no less than twelve thousand cubie yards 
of embankment, and leaving the lots on cither side utterly useless for any 
ordinary improvement, unless filled up in like manner, at an immense 
cost to the owners, 





While calculating the expense of a central park, which the city will, 
to a limited extent, be burthened with for many years, the undersigned in 
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considering the mode of diminishing the same, would deem it by far 
advisable for the city to appropriate such sections as would, in every 
sense, be fully advantageous for a park, and yet comparatively useless 
for building purposes. It is evident, therefore, that that section which 
the majority of the Committee propose to cut off from the park, is the 
most rugged, and the more difficult to grade, than any other section of 
the proposed space designated to be taken for the park; and yet, for 
park purposes, the very undulating surface would add beauty to the 
scenery and require no more actual outlay of expense to the city than 
would be required to put in order the more level sections, especially 
when we consider the low cost at which these lots may be purchased by 
the city. 


‘The proposition of the majority of the Committee, in the opinion of 
the undersigned, will diminish the size of the park so materially, as to 
render the same comparatively of no advantage to the city, and of little 
interest or inducement to the citizens to go forth and enjoy its benefits. 
More particularly would it be rendered small indeed, when we remember 
that one hundred and fifty acres, or eighteen hundred building lots, are 
to be deducted for reservoirs. ‘The city demands a park, and not merely 
‘an acre or two at either end of the reservoirs. 


‘The undersigned, in conformity with the desire expressed in the peti- 
tions referred to this Committee, is in favor of diminishing the size of 
the park, and thereby materially lessening the expense of the same to 
the city; but is convinced that said diminution should be by detracting 
from the sides, and not from the length thereof. ‘The following dimen- 
sions are accordingly proposed : 


Bounded southerly by Fifty-ninth street, nortlierly by One hundred 
and Sixth street, easterly by a line beginning at a point on the northerly 
line of Fifty-ninth street, distant four hundred feet westerly from the 
westerly line of Fifth avenue, and running thence northerly, and parallel 
with the Fifth avenue to the northerly line of Highty-sixth street ; thence 
easterly, to the westerly line of Fifth avenue; and northerly, along the 
westerly line of Fifth ayenue to One hundred and sixth street. Bounded 
westerly by a line beginning at a point on the northerly line of Fifty- 
ninth street, distant four hundred feet easterly from the easterly line of 


119 (Doe. No. 5. 


Highth avenue, and running thence northerly, and parallel with the Bighth 
ayenue, to One hundred and sixth street. 


By such a diminution the expense of the park will be redueed very 
considerably ; the four hundred feet thns left on either side of the park 
can be yery judiciously used by property owners, for magnificent 
stractures, and will so enhance the value of said property, thatits increase 
will defray, by assessment, much of the burthen of the cost of the pro- 
posed park; this, assuredly, is a matter of yery important consider- 
ation. 


Tt is useless to raise the cry, that by surrounding the park with mag- 
nificent dwellings, we thereby array the wealthy against the poorer 
classes ; that beautiful drives, so inviting to the carriage of the wealthy, 
inspires ought else than pleasing thoughts to the more humble, they de- 
light in viewing magnificent and imposing structures, and in being em- 
ployed in their construction, We should, therefore, noi only present but 
encourage the affluent to expend their surplus funds in the erection of 
villas, and giving employment to the poor, and induce the opulent to 
surround the park, that will be the pride of the city, with their superb 
edifices. 


Next to the expense of the vast proposition under consideration, and 
of which the undersigned will state further, ere the close of this report, a 
few words and statistics as to the extent of the park, might very proper- 
ly be given here. 


‘The island contains a little over twenty-two sqnare miles of land, in its 
superficial area, and is at present about one third built upon, It is eal- 
culated by gentlemen of eminent ability, and isa subject admissible of 
calculation, that ina period of thirty years, the entire island will be 
completely built up, and will then contain a population, varying, not 
far from two and a half millions; and that the progress of the city, 
although increasing at a remarkably rapid rate at present, nevertheles 
will continue that progress annually in an increased ratio. 









‘The undersigned would respectfully submit the following statistics as 
reliable : 
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First. The Central Park, as laid down oy the act of the legislature, 
Tuly 21st, 1853, contains. 776 acres: 
Of which the proposed reservoir cones 12 « 
Capita teength) Tel ee is « 

«arsenal contains. . 
kB ncecanean pee ares 
« estimated to belong to the city, exclusive of 
TeserVORr, GO... eee cess se eeeeeesees 34 
Second. The Central Park, as proposed, subsequent to diminution, 
by the undersigned, will contain 582 acres. 
Of which the proposed reservoir contains m2 « 


























«present. “ 
«arsenal contains « 
« «in streets and avenues are. odd 
« © estimated to belong to the city, exclusive of 


reservoir, &e. tt 
Third. The undersigned would submit as a miscellaneous table for 
information or reference. 
Area of park, subsequent to diminution. 





536 miles. 








Length“ “ « 213 « 
Breadth “ (59th st.) « 13 « 
Leaving on either side of park to East and North rivers, 

BOUERe NAR Seen acanioas een semen ate 23 6 


Amount of property contained in Central Park, as passed by the 
legislature, either possessed or to be purchased for reservoir, &e., by the 
city, is estimated at three hundred and eighty-cight acres, the city must, 
therefore, purchase for said park an equal amount. 

The undersigned proposes to diminish the park, irrespective of streets, 
am amount of 37 blocks, or........22.ec.seesssseneeeeees 148 acres, 
And also for streets there must be deducted..........+0+5 46 « 

‘The city possesses, or is compelled to purchase for reservoirs, 

arsenal, &c., in proposed diminished park 
‘The city will have to purchase only. 
Which makes a total of.......c.sssssseeeee ceeeeeeeee es 116 
nail che’ ie predee! poperty taken on thelOeetrall Pate py ie 
legislature of July, 1853. 
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‘The two avenues which will remain untouched and unopened, (the 
Sixth and Seventh avenues,) by diminishing the park from the sides, 
contain, a superficial area of sixty-two acres, and a fraction more. 

By the third table it will be seen, the city will be obliged to purchase 
two hundred and fifty-eight acres, or four thousand one hundred and 
twenty-eight lots, in addition to that (for reservoirs, arsenal, streets and 
avenues, and about twenty-three acres,) already possessed by the city to 
carry the park proposed by the undersigned into effect, allowing the 
enormous average of one thousand tio hundred and fifty dollars per lot 
(as per majority report.) it will cost the city five millions thirty-five 
thousand dollars. ‘The above average of the value of lots, in the locality 
of the park, is traly exorbitant. ‘The undersigned will not attempt to 
divide the blocks in this section of the city into smaller lots than twenty- 
five by one hundred feet, as the majority of the Committee have done, 
and thus endeavor to make it appear, that the extent and expense of the 
park will be extravagant; nor quote Regent’s Park, London, as con- 
taining less than it really does, nor omit to state, that London has six 
parks, viz: St. James’ Park, Hyde Park, Green Park, Regent’s Park, Vie- 
toria and Greenwich Parks, covering one thousand four hundred and forty- 
two acres, besides nine extensive gardens and numerous commons. 

The utility of the park is readily seen, for sanitary and pleasure 
purposes; one hundred and twelve acres are needed for additional re- 
servoirs; and the lower part of the park will not be too high for the 
permanent public building for the municipal government, were such a 
contingent ever deemed expedient. 








Your minority of the Committee would therefore submit the following 
resolution for adoption : 

Resolve, That the Counsel to the Corporation be and he is hereby 
directed to prepare a suitable memorial, and forward the same to the 
legislature forthwith, duly authenticated, requesting the legislature to 
‘amend the act entitled “An act to alter the map of the City of New 
York, by laying out thereon a public place, and to authorize the taking 
up of the same,” passed July 21st, 1853 ; that the description of land to 
be taken, as described in the first section of that act, shall read as fol- 
lows, viz : “ All that piece or parcel of land situate, lying and being in 
the city of New York, bounded, southerly, by Fifty-ninth street; north- 
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erly, by One hundred and sixth street; easterly, bya line beginuing at 
a point on the northerly line of Pifty-ninth street, distant four hundred 
fect; westerly, from the westerly line of Fifth ayenue, and running 
thence northerly, and parallel with Fifth avenue, to the northerly Tine of 
Bighty-sixth streot ; and thence, easterly, to the westerly jine of Fifth ave- 
nue; and thence, northerly, along the westerly line of Fifth ayenue to One 
hundred and sixth street; bounded, westerly, by a line beginning at a 
point on the northerly line of Fifty-ninth street, distant four hundred 
fect, easterly, from the easterly line of Kighth avenue, and running 
thence, northerly, and parallel with the Highth ayenue to One hundred 
and sixth street. 

‘Also, That said act be further amended, so as to authorize and em- 
power the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city to take the 
necessary ground, open and grade, &e., an avenue, one hundred feet wide, 
on each side of, and next to, said park, in like manner as if such avenues 
had been lnid out by the Commissioners appointed in and by the act of 
the legislature, entitled “An act relative to improvements touching the 
laying ont of streets and roads in the city of New York, and for other 
‘purposes,” passed April 3d, 1807; and that the map of said city be 
altered accordingly. 

‘Also, that said act be further amended, by adding thereto a provision 
and declaration, that nothing therein contained shall deprive or be deemed 
or taken to deprive, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city, 
of any right, power or authority which they had prior to the passage 
thereof, to take, open and control any or all of the streets and avenues 
within the bounds aforesaid, as laid out by the commissioners aforesaid. 

D. D. CONOVER, 
Minority of Committee on Lands and Places. 
New York, March 27th, 1854, 


To the Common Council of the city of New York: 


‘The undersigned, tax-payers of the city of New York, respectfully 
represent to the Common Council, that the dimensions of the proposed 
new Central Park are unnecessarily large, and are capable of being 
materially diminished, without interfering with the purposes for which 
said park is to be laid out. 
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That the boundaries of said park, excluding therefrom the grounds de- 
voted to public purposes, will inelose an atea of about seven hundred and 
fifty acres, constituting one eighth of the present vacant.and unproductive 
ground on the island of New York, and being of an aggregate value of 
many millions of dollars; that this enormous sum of money must be paid 
for by the owners of property, supposed to be benefited by the intended 
park, and by the tax-payers of the city of New York ; that the rates of 
taxation in the city have increased during Tate years, to an alarming ex- 
tent, and that, unless something is done toward their reduction, the per- 
manent prosperity of this great city will be seriously endangered; that 
the laying out of the Central Park of the size established by law, will add 
largely to the taxes of the city ; and that the Common Council ought to 
take the proper steps to secure the passage of an amendment to the law 
by which said park was directed to be established, restricting its size to 
some more reasonable limits. 

‘That, as the Commissioners of Estimates and Assessments for said park 
have already been appointed, and are about entering upon their duties, 
your petitioners respectfully represent that it is important that the action 
of the Common Couneil (if they concur with your petitioners in this 
matter,) should be immediate. 

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully request the Common Couneil 
to memorialize the legislature for an amendment to the law, by which the 
Central Park was established, curtailing its dimensions in such a manner 
as the Common Council may deem advisable, with a proper regard, as 
well for the interests of the tax-payers of this city as for the purposes for 
which said park has been created. 

And your memorialists, &e. 

The above petition, signed by a large number of citizens, having been 
referred to the Committee on Lands and Places, the Committee reported 
as follows : 


‘The Committee on Lands and Places, to whom was referred sundry 
petitions, praying for action on the part of the Common Council, to seeure 
a reduction of the dimensions of the Central Park, respectfully report : 

Your Committee, having given unusual publicity in respect to their 
meetings upon the subject aforesaid, have had the satisfaction of hearing 
he views and wishes of a large number of our fellow-citizens therenpon. 
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With three or four exceptions, such views and wishes wore in accordance 
with the prayer of said petitions, ‘The reasons assigned, and arguments 
used, in favor of the park, as designed by the act of the legislature, pass- 
ed July 21, 1858, were in substance as follows : 

First. The future greatness of this city, in point of trade, commerce, 
manufactures and population. 


Second, The present, but more particularly the future wants of the 
Ayellers upon this island. 


Third, he necessity of now providing for those wants. 


Tn respect to the anticipated greatness of this city, it was assumed, that 
it will have no limits, other than those imposed by its natural and present 
political boundaries—and that such greatness will be a necessary conse- 
quence of the commerce which will line its shores, 

Tn respect to the future wants of those who shall dwell here, it was 
urged, on behialf of the more humble and less affluent, that they should 
have such a park for resort, when not engaged at their daily toil, where 
they could be in the midst of luxurious vegetation, surrounded at the 
same time by artificial lakes, water-falls, fountains and statuary. 


Tt was said this should be not only as a sanitary measure, but to inspire 
and cultivate a taste for the works alike of nature and art ; and on behalf 
of the more affluent, it was said to be necessary to afford beautiful and 
attractive drives, along serpentine avenues and paths, over hills, through 
dales, around crags and precipices, and over lawns, amidst groves, flowers, 
and all the adornments of art. 

And in respect to the necessity of now providing for and securing so 
large a park, it was urged, that London, Paris and other Huropean cities, 
had found it necessary to provide like open spaces for resort, and, (to use 
the common expression) “for breathing places,” at vast cost, beyond 
what would have been necessary, had such necessity been sooner under- 
stood and anticipated. 

Tt was urged, that New York has no park, no driving course, where 
the gentleman of wealth and pleasure, or the invalid, can take a quiet ride 
off the pavements; no place where all classes, who chose so to do, can 
assemble by tens of thousands, on gala and other days, and that our 
squares are of little or no account. 
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Té was also urged, that the habits and experience of London and Paris, 
prove that New York must provide such a drive, or the men of wealth 
and leisure will not come or remain here ; and that the expense of such 
provisions had better be now incurred, whatever it may be, and whatever 
it may add to the indebtedness of the city, and to the annual rates of 
taxation. 


Your Committee understood the friends and advocates of the park, as 
designed to admit its first. cost, would be from one thousand to one thou- 
sand five hundred dollars, for each lot ayeraged within the area; that 
but little could be done to it short of one million of dollars farther expen” 
diture, and to bring it gradually into such condition as they desire, would 
cost at least fifty thousand dollars per annum. 


On the other side, the petitioners, and many others, were willing to 
concede the future greatness of the city , or, in other words, that all and 
every part of the island, not otherwise appropriated, will, at no distant 
day, be needed and used for the same, commerce, &c., upon which alone 
such future greatness depends ; that in view of the contracted width of 
the island, and restricted territorial area, as compared with the extended 
water front, to take so much ground from business purposes, would neces- 
sarily trench, in an equal, if not greater proportion, upon the necessities 
of trade, commerce, &c., and thus prevent that anticipated greatness, and 
the city’s growth come to a stand; that there is nothing in the physical 
character or position of the island, or in the laws of trade to prevent such 
a result; nor would it be an anomaly in the history of the growth and 
decline of cities. 





And in regard to the wants of our fellow-citizens, whether present or 
future, it was urged that such a park was not needed or desired, for either 
health, comfort or pleasure ; that, from the form and situation of the 
island, nature had done far more in that respect than nature and art com- 
bined had or could accomplish for either of the other cities named; that 
our rivers and the inviting opposite shores, so easily and cheaply reached, 
where nature may be seen, studied and enjoyed in her proper garb, afford, 
places for recreation far more attractive than any such park can do; 
that the habits and practices of a large portion of our people prove this ; 
and as to those of them who do not resort there, it is because our wide 
streets and avenues, and the neat pleasant squares so easily found, render 
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it more agrecable, as well as less fatigning and expensive, to resort to 
them for “ breathing places.” 


‘And that they would still do so, in preference to visiting the Central 
Park; that the pictured attractions of the park were altogether ideal, 
such as never had been realized in any country, and never could be, un- 
Tess in those where the toil and lives of the many are sacrificed to the Iux- 
urious,indulgences of the few; and that the drives spoken of, (if posssible 
to be realized) would be of no moment, in comparison with the cost 
thereof, to the masses who could never participate in that enjoyment, and 
that such cost would be more than double the estimates as above ; and 
for these, and other like reasons, urged that so large a park should not 
he had. 


Tt should be borne in mind, that the park, as designed, extends from 
Fifty-ninth street to One hundred and sixth street, longitudinally, and 
from the Fifth to the Wighth avenue; being in length twelve thousand 
four hundred and twenty-seven and a half feet, or a little more than two 
and one third miles, and in breadth two thousand seyen hundred’ and 
twenty feet, or more than half a mile; that the act referred to, closes all 
the streets and avenues within the limits as above, and the area embraced 
amounts to more than seven hundred and seventy-six acres, which is 
equal to thirteen thousand five hundred and twenty-one building lots of 
full size, twenty-five feet by one hundred feet, or sixteen thousand nine 
hundred and one building lots of twenty feet by one hundred feet, whilst 
the largest of the London parks contains but four hundred and three 
acres. The Central Park, in size, equals seventy-four of Tompkins 
square, or eighty-one of Reservoir square. 

Tt is a grave question to determine, whether so much of the limited area 
of the island can be withdrawn from business purposes without seriously 
impeding, if not actually, staying the growth and wealth of the city. Its 
effects will be two-fold ; first, to enhance, sooner or later, the other lots to 
a price beyond what they would otherwise bear, and beyond the means 
of the humbler classes ; and thus either impoverish and depress, or drive 
them from the island for habitations; and second, for the Inck of neces- 
sary facilities to commerce, trade and manufactures, upon which alone 
the anticipated greatness depends, the city will he bronght to a pre- 
mature stand-still, and its glories, so vividly pictured, never realized. 
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The cost of the lots above, at the lowest estimate as above, leaving out 
all used or intended for reservoirs, would be upward of seven millions of 
dollars, and judging from the prices paid the Corporation for some of the 
same lots, and from prices which other of the lots are now bringing, your 
Committee are of the opinion the park would, for the ground alone, cost 
not less than fifteen millions of dollars. 


In the present financial condition of the city, it is proper to consider 
not only such first cost, but also the necessary expense for putting the 
grounds into the proper condition of a place of resort, and the annual 
expense of improving, protecting and guarding the same, and those who 
shall, from choice, or necessity, pass through them. 


But your Committee will not: dwell upon that, they consider their duty 
in this respect, to consist in inquiring and reporting whether such a park 
is desirable for use, ornament or luxury. 


In respect to use and ornament, they are fully convinced it is neither 
needed or desired by the greater portion of onr fellow-citizens ; that as a 
sanitary measure, there is no occasion for it; and that squares, such as 
we now have, are in every respect more useful, more convenient and orna- 
mental, and much preferred by all classes. 


As respects Iuxury, though well in moderation, your Committee see no 
force in the argument ; that because royalty in Hngland and France has 
seeured parks where itself and the nobility can display dazzling equi- 
pages to the admiration and awe of the outside multitudes, therefore we 
should have a like place for people of pleasure. 


‘The very spirit of our institutions is against thus ministering to the 
indulgence or vanity of the few at the cost of the many. 


Your Committee express these views, because the only reason pressed 
in favor of the park was, that it would afford an elegant and inviting 
drive for the wealthy, a class by the way, who ever have facilities for 
pleasure, and who have no particular claim on the publie for such, at the 
public's expense. 


Equal and exact justice in this and all other matters should be sought. 





‘our Committee, after carefully considering the matter in all its bear- 
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ings, have come to the conclusion. expressed in the following resolutions, 
which they recommend for adoption, viz: 


Resolved, That the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty memorialize 
the legislature, now convened, so toamend the act entitled “ An act to 
alter the map of the city of New York, by laying out thereon a- public 
place, and to authorize the taking of the same,” passed July 21, 1853, 
that the description of the land to be taken, as described in the first sec- 
tion of said act, shall read as follows, and not otherwise, that is to say : 
% Allthat piece or parcel of land, sitnate, lying and being in the city of 
New York, bounded southerly by Seventy-second street ; northerly by 
One hundred and sixth street ; easterly by aline beginning at a point on 
the northerly line of Seventy-second street, distant four hundred feet 
westerly from the westerly line of the Fifth avenue, and running thence 
northerly and parallel with the said westerly line of the Fifth avenue to 
the southerly line of One hundred and sixth street, aud westerly by a 
line beginning at point on the northerly line of Seventy-second street, 
distant four hundred feet easterly from the easterly line of the Eighth 
avenne, and running thence northerly and parallel with the said easterly 
line of the Highth avenue to the southerly line of One hundred and sixth 
street.” 





Also, that said act be further amended, so as to authorize and empower 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city to take the necessary 
ground, open and grade, &c., an avenue, one hundred feet wide on each 
side of, next to said park, in like manner as if such avenues had been laid 
out by the commissioners appointed in and by the act of the legislature, 
entitled “An act relative to improvements touching the laying out of 
streets and roads in the city of New York, and for other purposes,” 
passed April 3, 1807, and that the map of said city be altered accordingly. 


Also, that said act be farther amended, by adding thereto a provision 
and declaration, that nothing therein contained shall deprive, or be deem- 
ed or taken to deprive, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this 
city, of any right, power or authority which they had, prior to the pass- 
age thereof, to take, open and control any or all of the streets and ave- 
nues within the bounds aforesaid, as laid out by the commissioners afore- 


said. . 
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Resolved, That the Counsel for the Corporation be, and he hereby is 
instructed to prepare a suitable memorial, in conformity with the above ; 
and that, when so prepared, the Mayor be, and he hereby is requested to 
send the same, duly authenticated, to the senators and assemblymen from 
this city, with a request that they use their best efforts to procure early 
and favorable action thereupon. 

. E, MATHER, 
EO. W. VARIAN, 
. M. HUSTED, 

iO: 


es 


Maxcu, 13, 1854. 
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Mayor's Orrice, New York, 
March 23, 1855. 


To the Honorable the Board of Councilmen: 


Gexrizaex -—The Board of Councilmen passed, April 8d, 1853, a res- 
olution, memorializing the legislature to curtail the dimensions of the pro- 
posed Central Park. This resolution was introduced by a lengthy report, 
from the then Committee on Lands and Places, the statements and argu- 
ments of which, no doubt, influenced its passage. ‘The subject remained 
without farther action, during the whole of the term of the late Common 
Council ; and until the Léth of March, instant, when the Board of Alder- 
men, without awaiting your decision on the same subject, now under de- 
liberation, pnssed the proposition of the Councilmen of last year. 


‘This resolution has been laid before me for my approval, which, after 
Acliberation, and a careful examination of the facts and arguments set 
forth in the report, I find it impossible to give, consistent with my own 
convictions of duty. 


Though it proposes, only to take’ from the Central Park a portion of 
the area agreed upon, still, it will be in effect, a blow at the whole. 


‘Any proposition having for its aim an interferenee with the work as 
originally devised, and which will encourage delay, and retard the pro- 
ceedings of the commission, already too long protracted, will, in my 
opinion, jeopard the success of the most intelligent, philanthropic and 
patriotic public enterprise, which has been undertaken by the people of 
this city, since the introduction of the waters of the Croton river. 


Thad supposed, that the necessity for defending the Central Park had 
ceased ; that the opposition, before raised, had subsided, and that time 
and reflection had enabled all to appreciate its advantages, not only to 
the present, but to all sueceeding generations. In my second message to 
the Common Council, of January 11th last, in alluding to the subject, I 
say, “ there can be no doubt as to the necessity of some such park, con 
veniently located on this island.” 
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“In my opinion, future generations who are to pay the expense 
will have good reasons for reflecting upon us, if we permitted the entire 
island to be taken possession of by population, without some spot like 
this devoted to rural beauty, healthful recreation and pure atmos- 
phere.” 


‘These views have been confirmed by subsequent observation. ‘The op- 
portunities which the duties of my office give for a survey of this great 
city, its vast financial, commercial and manufueturing advantages, the 
inherent seeds it contains of a growth far beyond the comprehension of 
the most visionary enthusiast, all fore upon me the necessity of some 
such reservation. 


‘We will be derelict, if by any narrow or selfish feeling of present sav- 
ing, we deprive the teeming millions yet to inhabit and toil upon this 
island, of one place not given up to mammon, where they can, even if but 
one day in the year, observe and worship nature, untarnished by conflict _ 
with art. To admit the necessity of a great park, and to assert that this 
will be too large, is, in my opinion, an exceedingly limited view of the 
question, and entirely unworthy of even the present position of this 
metropolis, to say nothing of a destiny now opening so brilliantly be- 
fore us. 


Let usnot follow our Dutch ancestors in their views of municipal pru- 
dence, who considered cow-paths as proper sites for streets and ayennes, 
inasmuch as they saved the necessary expenses of surveys, &e. ‘To have 
suggested to the original Knickerbockers, the propriety of laying out 
and regulating wide and evenly graded streets, commensurate to the 
wants of the city, as it now is, would have been met by the wise fathers 

















of that day with arguments derived from the same principles and vie 
ag are now used with reference to this subject, by its opponents, 


Ws 


Let New York follow up the noble spirit asserted so oldly in the in- 
troduction of the Croton water. ‘The aforethought, and comprehensive 
sally respect 
ed and admired, as will be, at no distant day, that to open Central Park. 
Being imbued with these sentiments, T can never give my consent to any 
measure, which will throw an obstacle in its way, much less to abolish or 
curtail it. 





policy embodied in that masterly proposition, is now univ 
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But, admitting the park too large, and that it should be diminished, 
this resolution proposes to do it in an improper manner, inasmuch as it 
asks, that the only portion of it that can be accessible to the foot passen- 
ger now, shall be lopped off; and, in fact, remove it nearly a mile further 
off from the present densely populated part of the city. 


‘This resolution asks, that instead of Fifty-ninth street, Seventy-second 
street shall be the lower boundary. or, in other words, that the park shall 
be removed thirteen blocks further into the interior, and, at present, 
almost uninhabited part of the island. If there is to be a curtailment, let 
it be rather from the other end. Instead of loping off the lower and 
most accessible part, tal it from the upper portion. 


Besides these objections, there are others entitled to weight. Many 
lots, comprehended within the part to be cut off, were purchased of the 
Corporation, under its sales, at auction, anterior to the passage of the act 
for this park, These have been relinquished to the city, the purchase 
money repaid to the buyers by order of the Common Conneil. 


‘And again, owners of lots within the area proposed to be taken, would, 
in my opinion, have just claim against the city, for any damages that 
they may have suffered, in consequence of’ closing them to all opportuni- 
ties for improvements, enjoyment or favorable sales, by the existing act, 
to take possession of their lots for public purposes. ‘The damages arising 
from the passage of this resolution, may amount to nearly as much as the 
‘expense to the city of the land to be taken by it. 

Inasmnch as the action of the Board of Aldermen was based upon the 
report referred to, without any report of their own Committee, it may 
not be improper for me to correct some of its errors of facts, I am the 
more induced to do this, as it is evident that the public have been misled 
by this report. It states that the area of the park, excluding the State 
Arsenal and the reservoir, will be 750 acres; that the number of 
building lots comprehended, will be 13,521, and that the total cost can- 
not be less than fifteen millions of dollars. 


‘These statements are erroneous, as will be shown by the following ex- 
tracts from my message, before referred to, which contains reliable and 
authentic data and information upon these points. 
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It will be remembered that this park is to be bounded south by 
Fifty-ninth atreet ; north, by One hundred and sixth street; cast, by 
the Fifth avenue, and west, by the Highth avenue, and will comprehend 
an area of seven hundred and seventy-six acres, say. 776 
Wrom which deduct State Arsenal, say. 

# “ Croton Reservoir: 















“ é Proposed 
me ta Streets and Avenues. 
“ “ belonging to the city 
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Which, by- estimating at sixteen lots per acre, makes six thousand two 
hundred and cight lots to be paid for by the city, and by assessments 
upon contiguous property. ‘The important question of the valuation of 
these lots has not as yet been positively fixed by the Commissioners. 
‘The subject is now before them, and I advise all who are interested to 
appear at their office. 


Another question of much public interest, in conncetion with this 
matter, is the territorial limit to which the Commissioners shall extend 
their assessments upon property of individuals, and what proportion of 
the whole cost shall be made @ tax upon the city. 


“These questions are entirely under the control of the Commissioners. 
Tam informed, unoflicially, that the disposition of the Board is to extend 
the area of assessment three blocks east and west, and a greater distance 
north and south, ahd to make two thirds of the whole cost payable by 
the city. 


“If this be the determination, it can be easily ascertained about what 
sum the park will cost” Estimating the average value of the land at 
five hundred dollars per lot—a liberal estimate—the whole cost would be 
three millions one hundred and four thousand dollars; deduct. one third 
to be paid by individuals whose property is supposed to be benefited, it 
will leave two millions sixty-nine thousand dollars to be paid for by the 
city.” 


Much surprise is manifested at the apparent delay of the Commission- 
ers. Iam without any official information as to their proceedings. ‘The 
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whole scope of their duties appears to me to be very simple, and easily 
accomplished, Ido not see any reason why they should consume so 
Jong a time. As far as my inquiry has extended, I have been unable to 
discover, in any quarter, information of what has been done, or is being 
done by them, beyond what is contained in this extract from my mes- 
sage of January 11. 


‘The Counsel to the Corporation has volunteered his services to the 
Board, without compensation, and has, with commendable liberality far- 
nished gratuitously, much valuable information, tending to facilitate the 
work, and give the people speedy possession of its promised advantages. 


Had all interested evinced as much enthusiasm in its favor, I am quite 
certain many hundred workmen and laborers would now be employed 
toward its completion. 


For these reasons, herein briefly and imperfectly set. forth, I cannot 
sign this resolution ; it appears to me to have been passed under a mis- 
apprehension of the facts. 


With respect for the opinion of others who differ from me, and with 
a repugnanee to the position of apparent hostility to the action of the 
Common Council, which my duty forees upon me, I beg leave to return 
the resolution to decrease the size of Central Park, without my ap- 
proval. 


Very respectfully, 
FERNANDO WOOD, Mayor. 
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Appointment of Commissioners for Central Bark. 


AN ORDINANCE 
FOR THE REGULATION AND GOVRRNMENT OF CENTRAL PARK. 


Be it ordained by the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of 
New York, in Common Council convened, as follows. 


21. The Central Park, until further action of the Common Council, 
or the legislature, shall be under the control and management of a Board 
of Commissioners, to consist of the Mayor and the Street Commissioner, 
who shall be termed the “ Commissioners of the Central Park.” 


22. The said Board shall have full power to govern, manage and 
direct the said park ; to consult, examine and determine upon the plan for 
the improvement thereof, to lay out and regulate the grounds; to pass 
and make rules for the regulation and government thereof; to appoint 
such gardeners, engineers, surveyors, clerks and laborers as may be 
necessary; to prescribe and define their respective duties, and the 
amount of their compensation to be fixed by the Common Council. 


43. The said Board shall, semi-annually, and in the months of Janu- 
ary and July in each year, and at any time when’ requested by cither 
Board of the Common Council, make to the Common Council a full 
report of their proceedings, and a detailed statement of their receipts and 
expenditures on account of said park. 


24. It shall be lawful for the Comptroller and the Collector of the 
City Revenue, by, and with the permission of the said Board, to let any 
buildings and the grounds attached thereto, now being within said park, 
until the same same shall be required for the Iaying ont and regulation 
thereof, when the said buildings shall be removed, except such as may be 
used for the purposes of the park; but the proceeds thereof shall be placed 
to the credit of the fund at the disposal of the Commissioners, for the im- 
provements herein referred to. 
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25. Tt shall be lawful for the said Board of Commissioners, to sell any 
buildings, improvements and other materials, now being within said 
park, which, in their judgment, shall not be required for the purposes of 
the park, or the public use. 


26. The proceeds of buildings, improvements or materials sold, and 
the rent of buildings and lands let, as hereinbefore authorized, are hereby 
appropriated for the purposes of this ordinance, to be disbursed by the 
Comptroller upon the requisition of said Commissioners. 





Adopted by the Board of Councilmen, May 12, 1856. 
Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, May 19, 1856, 
Approved by the Mayor, May 21, 1856. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 
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Report of Special Committe on Public Barks. 


DOCUMENT No. 83. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, JANUARY 2, 1852. 


‘The Special Committee on Public Parks, beg leave respectfully to re- 
port, that they were appointed under the following resolution of the 
Board of Aldermen, of August 5th, 1851, and that to them was also re- 
ferred, on the ayes and noes, the following subsequent resolution of Au- 
gust 7th, 1851 : 


“ Whereas, The legislature, at its recent extra session, passed an act, 
authorizing the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city to pur- 
chase or take, through commissioners to be appointed for that purpose, 
the ground lying between the ‘Third avenue and Hast river, and Sixty- 
sixth and Seventy-fifth streets; and also that lying between Avenue A 
and the East river, and Sixty-fourth and Sixty-sixth streets, to remain, 
and be used hereafter as a public park.” 


« And whereas, Public opinion seems to demand that the City Govern- 
ment, in carrying into effect the object contemplated by the act referred 
to, should adopt the most liberal and enlightened measures, in order to 
make the proposed pleasure ground, in its locality, conveniently acces- 
sible to all—in its dimensions, equal to the present and prospective wants 
of a great and rapidly increasing city—and, in its future establish- 
ment, corresponding to the wealth and greatness of this commercial 
metropolis ; therefore, 
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“ Resolved, That it be referred to a Special Committee of this Board, 
to examine and report upon the advantages and disadvantages of the 
ground designated in the act of the legislature ; and also, whether there 
be not a better locality for such park, with comparison of size, capacity 
for rural embellishment, general topographical features, and probable cost 
of each; and, also, whether it be not advisable to include within the 
limits of such purchase, ground for the new reservoir; and, generally, 
all such facts and inferences as may enable the Common Council to pro- 
ceed understandingly in a matter involving so large an expenditure of the 
public money, and ¢o important in its influence upon the present and 
futnre growth and prosperity of the city. 


“Board of Aldermen, August 5th, 1851. Adopted, and Aldermen 
Dodge, Dooley and Britton appointed such Committee. 


“ (Signed) J. M. WILSON, 
Deputy Clerk. 


“ Resolved, That the Counsel of the Corporation be, and he is hereby 
Girected to take the necessary legal measntes for the appointment of 
Commissioners of Hstimate and Assessment, for the laying out of a public 
park, in pursuanee of an act relative to the powers and duties of the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the eity of New York, in the mat- 
ter of taking possession of and laying out certain lands for a public park 
in the Nineteenth Ward of said city, passed July 11th, 1851, forthwith. 


“ Board of Aldermen, August 7th, 1851, referred to Special Committee 
on a new park, on ayes and noes, 


« (Signed) J. M. WILSON, 
Deputy Clerk.” 


In compliance with the directions of the resolution appointing said 
Committee, they have endeavored to make themselves fully acquainted 
with all the facts which have any bearing upon the matter committed to 
them, and they are fully impressed with the importance to the present 
and future inhabitants of the city, that they should present such a eare- 
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ful and comprehensive view of the whole subject, as may enable your 
Honorable Body to judge whether the opinions your Committee have 
formed are correct, and whether their suggestions should be adopted. 


The city of New York is now, and probably will ever be, the metrop- 
olis of America ; it is already one of the first cities of the world in point 
of population, wealth, commercial importance and beauty; and its 
geographical position, and other circumstances are such, as must con- 
tinually increase its importance in all these respects. ‘This island city, 
steadily increasing at a ratio of ten per cent, per annum in population, 
must soon be closely inhabited throughout its entire extent. 


Tt has ever been considered, in all large cities, an important duty for 
those intrusted with authority, to provide for the health of present and 
future citizens, and their recreation, by setting apart, for public grounds, 
even at considerable expense, certain spacious tracts, which may be laid 
ont into extensive walks and drives, and from time to time beantified by 
the tasteful turning to account of the resources of the natural scenery and 
decorations of art. Accordingly, the most beautiful and useful features 
of the cities of the Old World are the extensive and ornamented grounis, 
to which large portions of the population daily (and more particularly 
on the public holidays,)* resort for their healthful recreation, Our 
beautiful city is entirely unprovided with any thing of this kind, on a 
seale at all commensurate with its wants or its grandeur in other respects 
and it is a remarkable fact, that it is the only large city on this continent 
which is thus destitute of these openings which are very appropriately 
termed the “ Lungs of Cities,” 


Your Committee is directed “to examine, and report upon the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of the ground designated in the act of the 
legislature; and also, whether there be not a better locality for such 
park, with comparison of size, capneity for rural embellishments, general 
topographical features, and probable’ cost of each ; and also, whether it 
be not advisable to inclyde, within the limits of such purchase, ground for 
the new reservoir.” 


In the examination of these different points, your Committee find, in 
the second branch of their inquiry, a second proposition distinctly refer- 
red to, as probably presenting superior advantages of locality, &c., and 
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identifying it as the plot of ground, including within its limits the site of 
the proposed new reservoir. 

‘Your Committee, therefore, consider that two distinct propositions are 
before them, and wlll proceed to make the required comparisons as faith- 
fally and as briefly as their determination to do full justice to so import- 
ant a matter will permit. 

‘The first proposition is, for the city to purchase a piece of woodland 
known as “ Jones’ Woods,” on the extreme eastern shore of this islaud, 
“The total area of this proposed park, bounded by Sixty-fourth street 
from the East river to Avenue A; by Avenue A, from Sixty-fourth to 
Sixth-sixth street; by Sixty-sixth street, from Avenue A to the Third 
ayenue; by the Third avenue, froin Sixty-sixth to Seventy-fifth street ; 
from the Third avenue to the East river; and by the Hast river, from 
Seventy-fifth street to Sixty-fourth street, is 6.944,860 square feet, or 
159 432-1000 acres.” 

The Common Council propose to exelude from the above an irregular 
projection of six acres, between Sixty-fourth and Sixty-sixth streets, and 
Avenue A andthe river. This willreduce the area to 153 432-1000 acres. 





‘The second proposition is, for the city to purchase a certain tract of 
land, situated in the geographical centre of this island, and bounded by 
the Fifth and Highth avenues, on the east and west, and by Sixticth and 
One hundred and sixth strects,on the conth and north limits, containing a 
superficial area of 75934 acres. 

Both these plots are well adapted to the uses proposed, and are the 
only plots of any considerable extent convenient for the purpose, that are 
atall available, But, as it is not proposed for the city to purchase and 
improve both these plots, your Committee have prepared a careful, and 
they believe, a just comparison of the advantages of each, in discussing 
which, for the sake of convenience, the first will be spoken of as “ Jones’ 
Park,” and the second as “ Central Park.” 


‘The comparative advantages of each of these sites, will be shown in 









respect to the following considerations, viz: 
rage. 

1 Exresr.......... ee 141 

2. Coxvextence or Locattry. 144 

3. Avamapmaty.. 145 

4, Propasie Cosr 151 





» 141 (Doe. No. 5. 


EXTENT. 


‘When a city proposes to itself an improvement of this kind, involving a 
very considerable expense, it is important that the ground secured should 
be sufficiently spacious for the purposes, not only of the present gener- 
ation, but of a very numerous posterity. 


‘The superficial area proposed to be inclosed in Jones’ Park, is 153 432- 
1000 acres. Itisnearly square, and about halfa mile in extent on each side. 
Ifwe deduct the space to be occupied by streets and avenues, there re- 
mains about 105 acres to be purchased. 


‘The superficial area proposed to be inclosed in Central Park, is 75934 
acres. It is in form an elongated parallelogram, about two and a quarter 
miles long, and about half'a mile wide. It embraces the present Receiv- 
ing Reservoir of 33 acres—the grounds of the State Arsenal and of the 
St. Vincent Academy, about 24 acres—and ground now owned by the 
Corporation, 135 acres—in all, 56634 acres, including streets and avenues, 
deducting for which 19034 acres, leaves an area of 37634 acres to be 
purchased. j 


Central Park will therefore have a superficial area four and three 
quarter times as great as Jones' Park. 


‘This city, increasing in population at therate of ten per cent. per an- 
num, must, before the end of the present half century, number several 
millions, a small proportion of which will throng a place so limited as 
Jones’ Park, but be very amply accommodated in Central Park, of nearly 
five times the extent. 


Central Park would probably be one of the largest parks in the world, 
but not too lunge for the use of a city destined, in all human probability, 
to equal, and perhaps to exceed in population every other. It must be 
noted that the city government has already appropriated about one fifth 
of this tract for purposes of reservoirs, which, being artificial lakes, con- 
tribute perhaps as much as any other feature to the beauty and value of 
public grounds. 





‘The most beautiful feature of a large park, and a most important advan- 
tage over a small one, is, vhat the large park is eapable, from its extent, of 
being laid out into a very great length of serpentine road, which a judi- 


‘ 
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cious engineer can so contrive as not only to produce startling effects of 
the distant landscape,and also to bring the peculiar natural aud artificial 
beauties of the place into the best points of view, but, at the same time, 
to turn and wind this road through the place, so as to allow a very long 
rive through constantly varying scenery. A serpentine road of more 
than twenty-five miles in extent can be wound through the spacious 
grounds of Central Park, as your Committee is informed by competent 
engineers. ‘This important consideration does not, however, apply to 
Jones’ Park, which is, in inself, too limited to allow of any great length of 
drive under any circumstances. The Second avenue is now being 
opened, and must, for several reasons, be carried through Jones’ Woods, 
This will divide the grounds into two small and unequal portions, and so 
cut them up as to prevent the introduction of serpentine roads to any 
considerable length. 


Another important consideration depending upon the extent of a park, 
is the fact that ornamental grounds attract: upon their borders ornamental 
structures in the way of public buildings for institutions of learning, 
academies of the fine arts, buildings devoted to geology, botany, astron- 
omy and other sciences, monuments of natural greatness and patriot- 
ism, &e. 





is is found to be the case in London, where, in addition to the public 
institutions, rows of elegant private houses, the residences of wealthy 
citizens, have added to the architectural beauties of the borders of St. 
Tames’, Regents’ and Hyde Parks. This principle will apply here more 
particularly, where fine sites for public and private buildings are in 
demand. 


This latter consideration isof more importance, when we consider that 
Central Park is of sufficient. size to permit the selling off for the above 
purposes of portions of its border. ‘These sites being desirable, will 
command large prices, and reduce the expense of the original cost, and 
furnish, from time to time, by sales or by leases, a sufficient sum to pay, 
if desirable, a portion of the expenses of the keeping and decoration of 
the park. ‘The great extent of boundary of Central Park favors this 
view of the matter, presenting, as it does, five miles and a half for such 
improvements—while Jones’ Park presents a comparatively small. border 
ofa mile and a half, deducting the river front, and is not ina part of the 
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city where such improvements would seek sites: whereas, Central Park 
is in that part of the city where such institutions would be favorably 
located, and on its borders are already to be found the State Arsenal, 
Mount St. Vincent (young ladies’) Academy, &e. The importance of 
this consideratien is further discussed under the head of Cosr. 


‘The situation of Jones’ Park is such, that it would be a special benefit 
only to the property in its immediate neighborhood on three sides, of 
about half amile each. Should such property, so benefited, be assessed, 
a3 provided in the act of the legislature for taking such park, i propor- 
tion, say one third of the whole purchase money, the quantity of such 
property specially benefited and specially assessed being very limited, 
the amount of assessment would be very onerous upon all that small 
neighborhood, and probably more than the property could bear; there- 
fore, the difference between what should be assessed and what could be 
borne would have to be added to the amount paid from the city treasury, 
which would be equivalent to a tax upon the whole city, to improve the 
value of the property of a few individuals, by making a park in a one- 
sided, out-of-the-way locality, where it would not be generally accessible. 

Apply the same considerations to Central Park, and it appears that, 
owing to its greater extent and central position, the quantity of property 
that would be benefited and enhanced in value by the malsing of the park 
is so great, that an assessment to pay one third, one half, or even the 
whole of the purchase money, would scarcely be felt, ‘The special benefit 
would be sensible to property around the Central Park for « great dis- 
tance in all directions, and owners of property would probably come for- 
ward themselves and cheerfully subscribe a large portion of the purchase 
money and not feel it, if such a proceeding could be permitted in a case 
where the henefit would be general to the whole city. 





‘This view of the subject, which your Committee is assured is correct, 
shows most conclusively that considerations of justice, as well as of 
economy, decide aguinst the location ot Jones’ Park as strongly as they 
uphold the location of Central Park, ‘This consideration will be found 
noticed under its proper head of Cosr. 

In view of all these considerations, your Committee find that the pro- 
position of Central Park is greatly to be preferred, as not only the most 
extensive, but because Jones’ Park is not sufficiently extensive for present 
and future purposes. 
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CONVENIENCE OF LOCALITY. 


‘The city limits embrace the entire island of New York; its popula 
tion will undoubtedly, before many years, cover the whole extent of its 


surface. 


Tn providing a park, the conyenience of those who will live here, after 
ourselves, must be considered. For a place of public resort, the most 
central locality is most unquestionably to be preferred, other considera- 
tions being equal. 


Jones’ Park and Central Park are in position nearly central with 
respect to the northern and southern points of the island, but Jones’ Parl: 
is on the extreme eastern shore, and to the eastward of the Third avenue 
which is the farthest eastof all the thoroughfares in the city. It isabout 
a mile distant from the great thoroughfares of Broadway and Wighth 
avenue. 


Central Park, on the contrary, is centrally situated between the two 
rivers, and between the four great thoroughfares of the island, viz: Third 
and Fourth ayenues on the eastern side, and Broadway and Highth ave- 
nue on the western side. Between Central Park and both rivers there 
will be about three quarters of a mile on each side. 


People from the northern portion of the island wonld, to reach the 
northern boundary. of Jones’ Park, be obliged to travel more than a mile 
further south, and a mile further east, than would be necessary, to arrive 
Within the limits of Central Paik. 


Again, Central Parkis but half'a mile wide, and is situated about mid” 
way between the east and west shores of the island, having about three 
quarters of 2 mile on each side of it for ordinary city purposes, leaving 
saflicient space for a large population on each side, which the advantage 
of the proximity of the park would attract, and induce them to build up 
that part of the city, probably as densely as any other part. 


In view of the above considerations, your Committee think the location 
of Jones’ Park is out of the way, and yery inconvenient, while, for con- 
venience of locality, the site of Central Park is shown to be all that can 
he desired. 
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AVAILABILITY. 


Under this head will be found comparisons of “ capability for rural 
embellishments,” and of “general topographical features.” 


‘The plot of land proposed for Jones’ Park is 15814 acres. The 
Second ayenue must be extended through this plot, otherwise all inter- 
course between the part of the city north and south of it must be by way 
of the Third ayenue, a very roundabout course. IF this avenue is not 
opened, the public is deprived of an important thoroughfare; ifitis 
opened, it injures the park by preventing an extension of serpentine road 
with any advantage. The opening of that avenue also takes from the 
park: fives acre, thus reducing its extent to 14834 acres. 

‘This plot of ground is nearly square in form, and about half'a mile on 
each side; it borders on the Hast river, on its eastern side, which forms 
a bold shore, and from which can be had a very pretty view of the river ; 
of Blackwell's Island and the opposite shore. 

Its surface is gently undulating, and does not present any variety of 
scenery within itself, nor any landscape view, except that above-men- 
tioned. * 

Tt is covered with a very thick and heavy growth of forest trees, most 
‘dingly lofty, except on the western border and part of the 
de, where there are some good shade trees. 


of them e: 
southern s 









‘The plot of ground proposed to be included in Central Park embraces 
the land between Sixticth street on the south, One hundred and sixth 
street on the north, Fifth avenue on the east, and Highth avenue on the 
west. It contains a superficial area-of 75934 acres, embracing the 
present Receiving Reservoir, of 33 acres, and the grounds of the State 
Arsenal, and also of St. Vincent's Academy, of 24 acres ; the proposed 
new reservoir to cover an area of 98 acres. ‘The surfice is exceedingly 
diversified ; all the lands within its limits are among the most uneven 
and rocky on the island. In some places the elevations rise from 100 to 
140 fect above tidewater, in others being only a few fect above the 
same. 





‘The topographical map accompanying this document shows very nu- 
merous abrupt and rocky elevations, intersected constantly by ravines 
10 
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and gentle valleys, through which run several emall streams of liviug 
water. As a general rule, and with the exception of the northern ex- 
tremity, this plot of ground forms a basin with a very uneven bottom, 
lying between the Eighth and Fifth avenues, From the Eighth avenue 
there is a natural sloping grade to the North river; and from the Fifth 
avenue, a general corresponding slope to the Hast river. ‘The northern 
portion attains an elevation of 140 feet, commanding an extensive view 
of all the surrounding country. 


Notwithstanding its great extent and central position, there are very 
few improvements, such as private dwelling-houses, for the reason that 
it is not desirable to own the lots on which assessments for grading the 
streets will be yery heavy, and sufficient to effect a forfeiture of the 
property. The value of existing improyements will be found under the 
head of Cosr. 


Central Park will include grounds almost entirely useless for building 
purposes, owing to the very uneven and rocky surface, and also to its lying 
80 far below the proper grade of the streets as to render the grading very 
costly ; for instance, to extend Sixth avenue from Sixty-fifth street to 
Seventy-third street, it would be necessary to build an embankment, 
principally of masonry, (with enlyerts to discharge the water) from 20 to 
40 feet in height. ‘This would leave the lots on either side utterly value- 
less for any purpose of ordinary improvement, unless it should be built 
up in the same way, or filled in to nearly the same level. ‘The expense 
of grading the streets through these grounds will be found under the head 
of Cost. From it will appear that the grading alone will cost morethan 
twice the present value of the lands. 





‘This expense of grading, in the event of the land being appropriated to 
a park, will be wholly saved, as the very circumstances, which render the 
grading so expensive are an advantage for the purposes of a park. It 
must also be considered that the lands can be purchased at a very low 
value for the causes above stated, and will be not only valuable for park 
purposes, but more valuable for those purposes than good smooth build- 
ing land. 


‘There is no section on our island, of equal size, so well adapted by na- 
ture, or so susceptible of improvement and adornment, for purposes of a 


ip (Doe. No. 5: 


large park, as the one now under consideration; and none so diversified 
in surface, abounding so much in hill and dale, and intersected by so 
many natural streams. The elevations, in some parts, rising to 140 feet 
above tide-water, and the valleys, in some parts, being 40 feet below the 
grade of the surrounding streets. 


‘These valleys contain running streams and numerons springs, and at a 
small cost ean be converted, where desirable, into artificial lakes, and sup- 
plied with water to any extent, from the never-failing source of the Croton 
Aqueduct, which will also supply fountains in any part of the grounds 
with a profusion of water, which will render fountains a distinguishing 
feature, and one in which this park will have a superiority over all other 
parks, owing to the unequaled supply of water from the greatest aque- 
uct of ancient or modern times. 


‘The great, and at many points abrupt, difference of level of the sur- 
face, and the projecting points of rock, render these grounds peculiarly 
adapted to the construction of the most beautiful and varied roads—now 
winding around the base of a projecting rocky hill, now traversing the 
bottom of a valley, now climbing a gentle hill—again descending to the 
Tow lands, passing along the margin of a beautiful qniet lake ; leaving 
this, and ascending above Bighty-sixth street, the rond will pass along 
what will be one of the greatest of modern works of art—the proposed 
hew reservoir, a picturesque, irregularly shaped artificial lake, containing 
nearly 100 acres of water. in one placid sheet. Continuing to rise, 
gradually winding around elevations through gentle valleys, the serpen- 
tine road will reach the top of Harlem Heights at about One hundred and 
fifth street, having attained the highest land on the island south, ‘of Fort 
Washington, and from which a magnificent view is presented to the be- 
holder in every direction. 


From this point may be seen nearly all the present city lying to the 
south, and the bay beyond it; the intervening district rapidly improving 
to the southern margin of the park, and when it is finished —the park 
itself extending from its southern border two miles to the feet of the be- 
holder, intersected by beantiful artificial lakes of various sizes ; by small 
streams, crossed by numerous marble or rustic bridges; by beautifal 
groves of trees of every variety, indigenous and exotic; by serpentine 
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roads winding through velvet lawns decorated with sparkling fountains, 
and the whole surrounded by architectural works of every order and 
variety. 

Looking to the west, will be seen the noble Hudson. extending from 
the bay (which can be seen as far as the Narrows) up to the Palisades in 
the distance, and the mountains in the interior of the State of New Jersey, 
in the extreme west. 


Looking in a northerly direction, can be seen, across the Harlem river, 
the High Bridge, a magnificent structure, which brings the Croton 
water to this island, and the other bridges, which connect New York 
with the county of Westchester, which presents to our view its fertile 
farms, beautifal gardens, and tasteful villas and thriving villages. 


‘The eastern view embraces a considerable portion of the state of Con- 
neeticut and of the Sound, separating it from Long Island, also the Hast 
river, studded with islands, running from Hellgate to Goyernor's Island, 
and separating this city from the shore of Long Island, which shows ua 
Blushing, Astoria, Ravenswood, Greenport, Bushwick, Williamsburgh, 
Brooklyn, &. Having completed the view, of which only some of the 
most striking points are here noted, we return to the roud, which takes 
us to the lower end, of the park by a different, but not less yaried route, 
having traveled a distance of not less than twenty-five miles. 


‘The above is a very imperfect and inadequate description of the kind of 
park which may be constructed on the ground selected for Central Park, or 
in other words, its availability. The availability of Jones’-Park has also 
been considered ; it possesses very few of the advantages of Central 
Park, and where it poseesses these advantages, it is to a very limited 

extent. 


‘The fact of Jones' Park bordering on the river for half a mile, and 
hhaving a fine water view, is certainly a very great. advantage; but your 
Committee. think that is more than counterbalanced by the lake scenery 
incidental to, and which forms so important a feature in Central Park, 
which must have a water shore of at least one and a half miles of reservoir 
margin. Besides, it must be recollected that the yery same view that 
occurs from the bunk of Jones’ Park, is also had from the high grounds 
of Central Park, which command a greatly additional water view. 
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The great feature of Sones! Park, however; is)its magnificent forest, 
which almost entirely covers it, which is peculiar to itself, and a supposed 
advantage not possessed in any degree by Central Park... These: forest 
trecs, it is stated, can be thinned out into a grove, and the whole laid, ont 
in roads, and be immediately available as a park, while the trees to, orna- 
ment Central Park would require many years to grow. 


‘This question of time will be considered under its proper head, and 
with respect to the advantages of the existing forest, they appear to be 
somewhat overrated. 


Your Committee is of opinion that, so far from Jones’ Woods being 
immediately or very soon available for a park, it will take many years 
hefore it can be made so, and nearly as long as it will take to grow or 
transplant trees upon the ground of Central Park, which is by no means 
entirely destitute of trees at present. 


In the first place, the thinning out of the trees of Jones’ Park must 
he gradually and carefully executed, to prevent the falling timber from 
destroying those trees which are intended to be preserved. ‘They now 
stand so thiek that probably eight out of every ten must be cut down; 
to remove them properly will require much time and expense. 


Secondly.—When the excess of trees is removed, it will be found that 
“lower branches are wanting to nearly all the trees, to the height of from 
forty to sixty feet. ‘These lower limbs will immediately eémmence grow- 
ing, as is desirable for shade, ‘This new demand for nourishment nearer 
the root of the tree, cuts off the supply of eap which sustained its 
top, and the tree-top must be cut off to prevent it from dying off. ‘This 
will leave a not very beautiful or desirable grove of long poles and tranks, 
from thirty to forty fect in height, and without shade for some years. 


During the same time Central Park, which has already some beautiful 
trees, can be furnished, by transplanting, with all the desirable additional 
trees, except those which should be raised. from nursery saplings, which 
will attain, in from cight to twelve years, a very vigorous growth, suffi- 
cient to give as much shade, where shade is desirable, as in nearly the 
same time could be given by the new growth branches of the Jones’ Park 
trees. 


Doe. No. 5.) 150 


Central Park will be furnished, of course, with a very choice assort- 
ment, and great variety, of new trees, much more ornamental, and cast- 
ing a more agreeable shade than the natural forest trees. It must also 
be remembered that very large trees can be transplanted, at the proper 
seasons of the year, and, if properly taken up and replanted, never fail to 
thrive in the new ground successfully. 


It is the opinion of those who have laid out new parks and ornamental 
grounds, that a natural forest is no advantage whatever, and all new 
parks should be furnished by growing or transplanting such trees as are 
required in different parts of the grounds, which may generally be culti- 
vated in almost any shape required, by proper care, and cutting the 
branches. Besides, a proper variety of park scenery requires that cer 
tain large portions should be improved as sloping lawns, or mounds for 
statuary and monuments, and points of view for distant landscapes—all 
of which allow of no trees whatever. 


‘The consideration of the health of the public, requires that the low 
ground and unhealthy ponds, situated in the district to be included in 
Central Park, should be rendered innocuous by some improvement; 
whereas, Jones’ Park being high ground, and open to the river, is per- 
fectly healthy as it is, 

Tt must be noted, as an objection to making Jones’ Park, that half a 
mile of valuable river front wil) thereby be forever abstracted from com- 
mercial uses. The rapid growth of this city, and its commercial character 
being its distinctive feature, it would seem to forbid the diminution of 
the river front, which will eventually, and probably very soon, be in de- 
mand along this part of the city. 


It is also to be noted that, should it be desirable to open certain streets 
across Central Park for the public convenience, the city government will 
always have the right to do so, and it will not injure the park in the 
least, nor is there any objection, topographically, to opening Seventy- 
second, Seventy-ninth, (Wighty-sixth is open,) and Ninety-sixth streets, 
those being all 100 fect wide, which will divide the park into five equal 
parts. - 

From the above, it appears that on every consideration of availability 
Central Park is superior to Jones’ Park. 
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PROBABLE cost, 


‘The cost of a public work is a matter of the first consideration; but, 
on reflection, it will be conceded that few public works ean be of more 
importance, at the same cost, than public parks, and that, when a public 
park is wanted, it is cheap at any reasonable price, money being well ex- 
pended on a place devoted to the general health, exercise, innocent recre- 
ation, and to the elevation of the mind by the cultivation of a fondness 
for the beauties of nature, and appreciation of the appliances of art. 


To appropriate Iand from the midst of any city’s limits, must always 
bea somewhat expensive proceeding. It is more especially so in the 
city of New York, as all the lots have a market: value, based upon their 
presumed future availability for business, or for dwelling purposes. 


‘The comparative value of the lots to be taken to form Jones’ Park 
and Central Park, respectively, is given in the tables annexed, by which 
it appears that the lots forming Jones’ Park being useful for building 
and horticultural purposes, and having valuable timber on them, are 
worth very much more, respectively, than the lots to form Central Park, 
which, owing to their rocky and uneven surface, and being so far out of 
grade as explained more fully on page 146, are generally of very little 
value, if any, for any other than park purposes. 


Owing to these causes, and because these low grounds, intersected by 
pools, are unhealthy for residences, they are so little improved, and those 
improvements of so little value, that it is estimated that $10,000 or 
$15,000 will pay for such improvements. 


‘The estimated value of the lots to form Jones’ Park, according to table 
No.2, annexed, is $700,575, without the expense of grading the streets. 
Should the streets be graded, the cost of grading streets and avenues is 
estimated at about $212,000. 


These estimates have been prepared with great eare by persons familiar 
with the subject, and perfectly competent to make them correctly. It 
cannot be supposed that the estimated value in this table may be too 
low, as all the details of estimates have been submitted to others, whose 
position requires them to be fully conversant with these values, and 
they have pronounced them high enough. No per centage of allowance 
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for too low an estimate is therefore calenlated, believing it to be now es- 
timated at its extreme value. 

‘The estimated value of the lots to be taken to form Central Park, in- 
eluding the ground to form the reservoir, according to table No. 1, 
annexed, is $1,407,325, and without the reservoir, $1,172,325. ‘This is 
without the expense of grading the streets. 

Should these streets be graded, the cost of grading streets and avenues 
is estimated at $616,478. 

It must here be noted that the Fifth and Bighth avenues are partly 
graded, and those parts excluded from this estimate; also, thet there is 
no grading estimated for the ground proposed for the reservoir. 

‘The value of the lots included in Central Park has been variously 
estimated by competent persons familiar with the value of real estate, 
at from $760,000 to $1,172,000. We have taken the highest estimate, 
ag fully set forth in table No. 1, in all its details, 

‘This estimate of value is based upon the supposition that the streets 
and avenus are graded and regulated, 


‘The expense of regulating the streets and avenues, as per table, is 
$616,478, which should be assessed upon such property. ‘This cannot, 
however, be done, because the law provides, that no lot shall be assessed 
for regulating and grading, more than one half of its assessed value upon 
the tax-books; and the balance of the assessment upon that lot must be 
paid from the city treasury. 


‘The assessed value to form said park is $446,000. By the law above 
quoted, ouly one half or $223,000 can be assessed upon the land, and the 
balance, or $393,478 must he paid from the city treasury. 


‘The details of the estimates of many of the lots in this table will show, 
that in very many cases the city will have to pay nearly the whole ex- 
pense of regulating and grading these lots. 


It must here be observed, that on adding the above $393,478, which 
the city must thus pay, to the lowest estimate of $760,000, gives 
$1,163,478, not varying much from the amount of the highest estimate of 
$1,172,000, as per table No. 1, thereby showing its general correctness, 
and also that itgives the full value of the lots. 
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"The value of the lots included in Jones’ Park has been variously 
estimated, by competent persons, familiar with the value of real estate, at 
from $480,000 to $700,000. We have taken the highest estimate, as set 
forth in table"No. 2 in detail. 


‘The estimate of value is also based upon the supposition that the 
streets and avermes are graded. 


‘The expense of regulating and grading the streets and avennes, as per 
table No. 2, is $212,000, This should be assessed upon such property, 
which cannot be done for the reason just before stated. 

‘The assessed value of the lots to forin Jones’ Park is, $165,765, one 
half of which only, or $82,882, can be assessed for regulating and 
grading, and the balance, $129,118, must be paid from the city treasury. 





It will be seen, that on adding this $129,118 to the lowest estimate of 
$480,000,-we have $609,118, varying from the estimate as per table No. 
2, amounting to $700,000; showing that the assessed value of the lots 
of Jones’ Park is comparatively higher than of Central Park. It also 
shows, that the value of the Jones’ Park lots has been over estimated in 
said table, and that $700,000 is an extremely high valuation, and, no 
doubt, from $80,000 to $100,000 more than the property is worth, being 
about $400 for each lot on an average. 


The Central Park lots, though estimated in the tables at a high figure 
of value are, many of them, not worth their proportion of the expenses 
of grading, among which are very many, which would be utterly worth- 
less, but for the operation of the present unjust law, which makes them 
valuable at the expense of the city. 


In this connection, your Committee would call the special attention of 
your Honorable Body to the operation of this act, which is believed to 
be unknown to the great body of our fellow-citizens, though it is the cause 
of a great annual augmentation of their taxes, If its operation, or even 
its existence, were generally known, your Committee believe that its im- 
mediate repeal would be demanded by the entire community, with the 
exception of some persons who, having understood the operation of it, 
have realized large amounts, at the expense of the tax payers generally, 
and who haye made their calculations to realize, in tenfold greater pro- 
portion, by the regulating and grading of new streets. 


Doe. No. 5.) 154 


‘The operation of this law is as follows : 

An immense proportion of the surface of the contral and upper part 
of the island of New York, is of the most uneven character. It 
abounds in immense ledges of rock, many of which project from the 
main level, in masses of many acres in extent, Interspersed among 
these tracts of rocks are occasionally deep ravines, and frequently val- 
leys of considerable extent, varying in depth, lying mostly many feet 
below the projected grade of the streets, ‘These ravines and deeper 
valleys having bottoms of rock, are generally the deposit of water, which 
stagnates, and are quite as impracticable for improvements of any de- 
scription as the rocks. 


Until the passage of the act to which your attention is now directed, 
these lots had no value of any importance, nor have they now, except to 
the few who operate in them, because they understand the operation of 
this law, and because it is not generally understood. ‘This operation con- 
sists in enabling the speculator to buy worthless lots, at a mere nominal 
value, and haye them improved into very valuable lots, at the expense 
of the city, by providing, that no more than one half the assessed value 
of any lot shall be taxed upon it for the regulating and grading of the 
street it is on. 


It happens, that the expense of regulating and grading is, in a yery 
great many cases, greater than half thé assessed value of the lots, and in 
many cases, forty, sixty and one hundred times greater, so that the 
more from the grade of the strect, or the more rocky or low such lots 
may be, the less valuable it is, and the less it can pay toward the ex- 
pense of grading and regulating, which brings it immediately into mar- 
ket, at a nearly equal value with the lots in the neighborhood, which 
may haye paid their proportion of regulating and grading. 








In this connection, it is also proper to call the attention of your Hon. 
Body, and of citizens generally, to a proceeding which has grown into a 
custom, (by the unfaithfulness of public officers,) more oppressive, because 
it involves greater annual amounts than the above. Your Committee 
refers to the practice of the assessors, who have been for years in the 
habit of assessing the up-town unimproved property at rates of from 
one third to one half of its real known value. 
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This assessing of values, so much too low, besides the manifest in- 
justice of partial taxation, operates most unfairly in the matter of regu- 
lating streets. Since, by the law above quoted, there can be charged 
upon these lots only one half of their assessed value for regulating and 
grading streets ; and the amonnt of assessed value is generally less than 
one half the real value : it occurs that the amount so charged is really 
less than one fourth of what the property could bear, and is so trifling as 
to cause the city to pay almost the entire expense of regulating and 
grading, and especially whenever the street is ran through a deep eutting 
or a high embankment, when the expense is the greatest, and where the 
value of the lot is the least. 

For these considerations, your Committee respectfully recommend and 
urge a repeal of the present law, or such a modification of it as will re- 
quire all property to be assessed at its real value, in cases where streets 
and avenues are to be regulated and graded. 


The difference in the cost and extent of the ground for the two 

parks is— 
$1,407,325 for 65934 aeres for Central Park. 
700,575 for 15334 acres for Jones’ Park. 

Difference, $706,750 for 60624 acres more for Central Park, which 
includes the present reservoir and the arsenal, and St. Vincent grounds, 
which need not be purchased, containing 57 acres, and also about 135 
acres, now belonging to the city; which is, in fact, 41434 acres more 
than Jones’ Park, for $706,750, which is about the cost of Jones’ 
Park. 


It is therefore to be borne in mind, that in purchasing Jones’ Park, 
we pay for all the land included within the limits of the park ; whereas, 
in the acquisition of Central Park, we inclose an area of 75934 acres 
for park purposes, and have only to pay for 56634 acres, including 
ground for the new reservoir, which the city will purchase in any event. 
‘This happens, because 57 acres to be inclosed belong to the State 
Arsenal, and to Mount St, Vineent Academy and to the present re- 
coiving reservoir, which will all be allowed to remain, and will be im- 
proved in ornamental connection with the park, and because the city 
already owns 185 acres, scattered in various parts within the proposed 
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inclosure; 27 acres of which is on ground to be covered by the new 
reservoir. . 


By reference to page 141, under the head of Uxrmwr, it is shown, that a 
larger portion of the purchase money could be paid by assessment on the 
surrounding property, if it should be thought expedient, for the pur- 
chase of Central Park than for the purchase of Jones’ Park, which will 
reduce the amount of purchase money to be taxed upon property gene- 
rally. 


In case of such purchase, by tax upon property generally, by issue of 
stock or otherwise, the amount to be paid for Central Park will also be 
reduced, or returned to the city treasury, by the amounts received from 
time to time, for sales of sites upon the borders of the park, which can 
be spared, with advantage, for ornamental buildings, devoted to public 
purposes, &c,, as explained on page 141, under the head of Exrenr. 


" Setting aside the greater economy of the purchase of Central Park 
the numerous considerations of greater convenience of locality, general 
accessibility, better capacity for embellishment, superior topographical 
availability, and public health, as have been shown, would induce your 





Committee to recommend the purchase of this park in preference to 
Jones’ Park, 


"Your Committee having fully set forth all “the advantages and disad- 
yantages of the ground (known as Jones’ Woods,) designated in theact of 
the legislature,” referred to in the resolution committed to them, and 
having also examined and reported as to “whether there be not a better 
Jocality for a park, equal to the present and prospective wants of a great 
and rapidly increasing city, and susceptible of future embellishments, 
corresponding to the wealth and greatness of this commercial metropolis ;” 
and having, as they think, fully justified their opinion, that the grounds 
proposed for Central Park should be purchased in preference to Jones’ 
Woods, or to any other locality on the island, by a close and rigid com- 
parison of the advantages of extent, capacity for rural embellishments, 
general topographical features, economy, &e., together with a great va- 
riety of facts and inferences bearing upon the subject, beg leave to say, 
that an additional reason for recommending the location of Central Park 
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is, that it includes within its limits the site already proposed by the 
Groton Water Department for the new reservoir. 


Your Committee finally beg leave to call the attention of your Hon- 
orable Body to the tables hereto annexed, showing, Table 1st—The cost 
of grading streets and avenues on the site of Central Park, and the 
present value of the lots. ‘Table 24—Present value of lots and cost of 
grading streets and avenues on the site of Jones’ Park; and algo to the 
mnap accompanying this report, showing the relative position, size, topo- 
graphy, &c., of Central'Park and Jones’ Park, all of which have been 
prepared nnder the direction of your Committee, and are herewith pre- 
sented as necessary to a full understanding of the matters discussed. 


In conclusion, it is a matter of congratulation to your Committee to 
know, and this report has shown, that it is within the power of our 
citizens, within a very few years, to possess, at a comparatively trifling 
expense, a public park of considerable extent, sufficient for the possible 
requirements of the present and future population of a rapidly growing 
city ; a park superior in available resources and not surpassed in con- 
venience of position or availability for tasteful embellishments; a park 
which our citizens can, with honest pride, favorably compare with the 
most celebrated public grounds of the chief cities of Europe; not ex- 
cepting Hyde Park of London, the Champs Elysees of Paris, the Prater 
of Vienna, the Cascine of Florence, the Corso of Rome, the Prado of 
Madrid, or even, on the American Continent, with the spacious Plazas 
of Havana, or the lovely Botanical Gardens of Rio de Janeiro. Indeed, 
your Committee confidently claim that it is within our power to combine 
the peculiar features and excellencies of each of these magnificent works 
in our own park, and even to excel them all by the availability of Cen- 
tral Park for artificial lakes, streams, cascades and fountains, by reason 
of its peculiar formation of surface, and the never-failing and unequaled 
supply of water from the largest aqueduct in the world. 





It is scarcely necessary for your Committee to state, that these latter 
remarks will not apply to Jones’ Park, but refer solely to the supposi- 
tion that the idea of Central Park will be adopted, it being so far su- 
perior in every respect to Jones’ Park, 


Your Committee therefore report the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to memorialize the next legislature for the pas- 
sage of “an act” to authorize the talking of lands in the central part of 
this city, for the use and purpose of a public park, as eet forth in this 
report; said act to provide for the appointment of Commissioners of 
Estimate, to be appointed by the Supreme Court. 


All of which ia respectfully submitted. 


DANIEL DODGE, Special 
JOS. BRITTON, Committee. 
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The Hew Pork Bark. 


BY ANDREW J. DOWNING. 


‘The leading topic of town gossip and newspaper paragraphs, just now, 
in New York, is the new park proposed by Mayor Kingsland. Deluded 
New York has, until lately, contented itself with the little door-yards 
of space—mere grass-plots of yerdure—which form the squares of the 
city, in the mistaken idea that they are parks. The fourth city in the 
world, (with a growth that will soon make it the second,) the commer- 
cial metropolis of a continent spacious enough to border both oceans, 
has not hitherto been able to afford sufficient land to give its citizens 
(the majority of whom live there the whole year round) any breathing 
space for pure air, any recreation ground for healthful exercise, any 
pleasant roads for riding or driving, or any enjoyment of that loyely and 
refreshing natural beauty from which they have, in leaving the country, 
reluctantly expatriated themselves for so many years—perhaps for ever. 
Some few thousands, more fortunate than the rest, are able to escape, for 
aconple of months, into the country, to find repose for body and soul, 
in its leafy groves and pleasant pastures, or to inhale new life on the 
refreshing seashore. But in the mean time the city is always full. Its 
steady population of five hundred thousand souls is always there ; always 
on the increase. “Every ship brings a live cargo from over-peopled 
Enrope, to fill up its over-crowded lodging houses ; every steamer brings 
hundreds of strangers to fill its thronged thoroughfares. Crowded 
hotels, crowded streets, hot summers, business pursued till it becomes a 
game of excitement, pleasure followed till its votaries are exhausted ; 
where is the quiet reverse side of this pictnre of town life, intensified 
almost to distraction ? 








Mayor Kingsland spreads it out to the vision of the dwellers in this 
arid desert of business and dissipation—a green oasis for the refreshment 
of the city’s soul and body. He tells the citizens of that feverish metro- 
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polis, as every intelligent man will tell them, who knows the cities of the 
old world, that New York, and American cities generally, are volun- 
tarily and ignorantly living in a state of complete forgetfulness of na- 
ture, and her innocent recreations. That, because it is needful in 
civilized life for men to live in cities—yes, and unfortunately too, for 
children to be born and educated without a daily sight of the blessed 
horizon—it is not, therefore, needful for them to be so miserly as to live 
utterly divorced from all pleasant and healthful intercourse with gardens 
and green fields. He informs them that cool, umbrageous groves have 
not forsworn themselves within town limits, and that half a million of 
people have a right to ask for the “ greatest happiness” of parks and 
pleasure-grounds, as well as for paving stones and gaslights. 





Now that public opinion hias fuirlysettled that a park is necessary, the 
parsimonious declare that the plot of one hundred and sixty acres, pro- 
posed by Mayor Kingsland, is extravagantly large. Short-sighted econo- 
mists! Ifthe fature growth of the city were confined to the boundaries 
their narrow vision would fix, it would soon cease to be the commercial 
emporium of the country. If they were the purveyors of the young 
giant, he would soon present the sorry spectacle of a robust youth, mag- 
nificently developed, but whose extremities lind ontgrown every garment 
that they had provided to cover his nakedness. 





‘These timid tax payers, and men nervous in their private pockets of 
the municipal expenditures, should take a lesson from some of their 
number to whose admirable foresight we owe the unity of materials dis- 
played in the New York City Hall, Hyery one familiar with New 
York, has wondered or smiled at the apparent perversity of taste which 
gave us a building—in the most conspicuous part of the city, and devoted 
to the highest municipal uses, three sides of which are pure white marble, 
and the fourth, coarse, brown stone. But few of those who see that in- 
congruity, know that it was dictated by the narrow-sighted frugality of 
the Common Couneil, who were its building committee, and who deter- 
mined that it would be uscless to waste marble on the rear of the City 
Hall, “since that side would only be gecn by persons living in the 
suburbs.” 





‘Thanking Mayor Kingsland, most heartily for his proposed new park, 
the only objection we make to it is, that it is too small. One hundred 
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and sixty aeres of park for a city that will goon contain three quarters 
of a million of people! It is only a child's play-ground, Why, London 
has over six thousand acres, either within its own limits, or in the ac- 
cessible suburbs, open to the enjoyment of its population—and six 
thousand acres composed too, either of the grandest and mostlovely park 
scenery, like Kensington and Richmond, or of luxuriant gardens, filled 
with rare plants, hot-houses and hardy shrubs and trees, like the National 
Garden at Kew. Paris has its garden of the Tuileries, whose alleys are 
lined with orange trees, two hundred years old ; whose parterres are gay 
with the brightest flowers ; whose cool groves of horse-chestnuts, stretch- 
ing out to the Hlysian Fields, are ia the very midst of the city. Yes, 
and onits outskirts are Versailles, (three thousand acres of imperial groves 
and gardens there also,) and Fountainbleau, and St. Cloud, with all the 
rural, scenic and palatial beauty that the opulence of the most profuse of 
French monarchs could create, all ope to the people of Paris. Vienna 
has its great Prater, to make which, would swallow up most of the 
“unimproved” part of New York city, Munich has a superb pleasure- 
ground of five hundred acres, which makes the Arcadia of her citizens, 
Hien the smaller towns are provided with public grounds to an extent 
that would beggur the imagination of our short-sighted economists, who 
would deny “a greenery” to New York; Frankfort, for example, is 
skirted by the most beautiful gardens, formed upon the platform which 
made the old ramparts of the city—gardens filled with the loveliest 
plants and shrubs, tastefully grouped along walks over two miles in 
extent. 


Looking at the present government of the city as abont to provide, 
in the people’s park, a breathing zone, and healthful place for exercise for 
a city of half'a million of souls, we trust they will not, be content with 
the limited number of acres already proposed, Five hundred acres is the 
smallest area that should be reserved for the future wants of such a city, 
now, while it may be obtained. Fiye hundred acres may be selected 
between Thirtyninth street and the Harlem river, including a yaried 
surface of land, a good deal of which is yet waste area, so that the whole 
may be purchased at something like million of dollars. In that area 
there would be space enough to have broad reaches of park and 
pleasure-grounds, with a real feeling of the breadth and beauty of green 

ut 
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fields, the perfume and freshness of nature, Tn its midst would be located 
the great distributing reservoirs of the Croton Aqueduct, formed’ into 
Tovely lakes of limpid water, covering many acres, and heightening the 
charm of the sylvan accessories hy the finest natural contrast. In such 
a park, the citizens who would take exenrsions in carriages or on horse- 
back, could have the substantial delights of country roads and country 
scenery, and forget, for a time, the rattle of the pavements and the glare 
Of brick walls. Pedestrians would find quiet and secluded “walks when 
they wished to be solitary, and broad alleys, filled with thonsands of hap- 
py faces, when they would be gay. ‘The thoughtful denizen of the town 
would go out there in the morning, to hold converse with the whispering 
trees, and the weary tradesmen, in the evening, to enjoy an hour of 
happiness by mingling in the open space with “all the world.” 


‘The many beantiful utilities that would gradually grow ont of a great 
park like this, ina great city like New York, suggest themselves imme- 
diately and forcibly. Where would be found so fitting a position for 
noble works of art, the states, monuments, and buildings commemo- 
rative at once of the great men of the nation, of the history of the age 
and country, and the genius of our highest artists? In the broad area 
of such a yerdant zone would gradually grow up, as the wealth of the 
city increases, winter gardens of glass, like the Crystal Palace, where 
the whole people could Iuxurinte in groves of the palms and spice trees 
of the tropics, at the same moment that sleighing parties glided swiftly 
and noiselessly over the snow-covered surface of the country-like avennes 
of the wintry park without. Zoological gardens, like those of London 
and Paris, would gradually be formed by private subscription or public 
fands, where thousands of old and young would find daily pleasure in 
studying natural history, illustrated hy all the wildest and strangest ani- 
mals of the glohe, almost as much at home in their paddocks and jungles, 
as if in their native forests ; and horticultural and industrial societies 
would hold their annual shows there, and great expositions of the arts 
would take place in spacious buildings within the park, far more fittingly 
than in the noise and din of the crowded streets of the city. 


‘We have said nothing of the social influence of such a great park in 
New York. But this is really the most interesting phase of the whole 
matter. It is a fact, not a little remarkable, that, ultra democratic as are 
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the political tendencies of America, itsmost intelligent social tendencies are 
almost wholly in a contrary direction, And among the topies discussed 
hy the:adyoeates and opponents of the new park, none seem so poorly 
understood as the social aspect of the thing. It is indeed both curious 
and amusing to see the stand taken on the one hand by the million, that 
the park is made for the “‘upper ten,” who ride in fine carriages ; and, 
onthe other hand, by the wealthy and refined, that a park in. this coun- 
try, will be “usurped by rowdies and low people.” Shame upon our 
republican compatriots, who so little understand the elevating influences 
of the beautiful in nature and in art, when enjoyed in common by thou- 
sands and hundreds of thousands’ of all classes without distinction ! 
They can neyer have seen, how, all over France and Germany the whole 
population of the cities pass their afternoons and evenings together, in 
the beautiful parks and gardens. How they enjoy together the same 
musie, breathe the, same atmosphere of art, enjoy the same scenery, and 
grow into social freedom by the very influences of easy intercourse, space 
and beauty that surround them. In Germany, especially, they have 
never seen how the highest and lowest partake alike of the common en- 
joyment—the prince seated beneath the trees on a, rush-bottomed chair, 
before a little wooden table, supping his coffee or his ice, with the same 
freedom from state and pretension as the simplest subject. Drawing-room 
conyentionalities are too narrow fora mile or two of spacious garden 
Iandscape, and one can be happy with ten thousand in the social freedom 
of a community of genial influences, without the unutterable pang of not 
having been introduced to the company present. 


‘These social doubters, who thus intrench themselves in the sole citadel 
of exclusiveness in republican America, mistake our people and their 
destiny. If we would but have listened to them, our magnificent river 
and lake steamers, those real places of the million, would have no velyet 
couches, no splendid mirrors, no luxurious carpets. Such costly and 
rare appliances of civilization, they would haye told us, could only be 
rightly used by the privileged families of wealth, and would be trampled 
upon and utterly ruined by the democracy of the country, who travel 
one hundred miles for half a dollar. And yet these, our floating palaces 
and our monster hotels, with their purple and fine linen, are they not 
respected by the majority who use them, as truly as other palaces by their 
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rightful sovereigns? Alas! for the faithlessness of the few, who possess, 
regarding the capacity for culture of the many, who are wanting. Even 
upon the lower platform of liberty and education, that the masses stand 
in Europe, we eee the elevating influences of a wide popular enjoyment; 
of galleries of art ; public libraries, parks and gardens, which have raised 
the people in social civilization and social culture to a far higher level 
than we have yet attained in republican America. And yet, this broad 
ground of popular refinement must be taken in republican America, for 
it belongs of right more truly here than elsewhere. It is republican 
in its very idea and tendency. It takes up popular education where the 
‘common school and ballot-box leaye it, and raises up the working-man 
to the same level of enjoyment with the man'of leisure and accomplish- 
ment. The higher social and artistic elements of every man’s nature 
lie dormant within him, and every laborer is a possiblé gentleman, ndt 
by the possession of money or fine clothes—but through the refining 
influence of intellectual and moral culture. Open wide therefore, the 
@oors of your libraries and picture galleries, all ye true republicans! 
Build halls where knowledge shall be freely diffused among men, and not 
shut up within the narrow walls of narrower institutions. Plant spa- 
cious parks in your cities, and unloose their gates’as wide as the gates of 
morning to the whole people, As there are no dark places at noon day, so 
education and culture—the true sunshine of the soul—will banish the 
plague spots of democracy ; and the dread of the ignorant exclusive who 
has no faith in the refinement of a republic, will stand abashed in the 
next century, before a whole people whose system of voluntary educa- 
tion embraces (combined with perfect individual freedom,) not only com- 
mon schools of rudimentary knowledge, but common enjoyments of all 
classes in the higher realms of art, letters, science, social recreations and 
enjoyments. Were onr legislatures but wise enough to understand to- 
day, the destinies of the New World, the gentility of Sir Philip Sidney, 
made universal, would be not half so much a miracle fifty years hence in 
America, as the idea of a whole nation of laboring men reading and 
yriting, was, in his day, in England. 
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Aecessity of x Central Bark. 


TWO REPORTS TO THE LEGISLATURE. 


CENTRAL PARK REPORT. 


REPORT OF THR MINORITY OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE BILL REL- 
ATIVE TO A PUBLIC PARK IN NEW YORK. 


‘The undersigned, a minority of the Select Committee, (consisting of 
Messrs. Beckman, Cooley, and Bartlett.) appointed to take into consid- 
eration the bill entitled, “An act relative to the purchase, possession, 
and laying ont of certain lands for a public park in the Nineteenth Ward 
of the city of New York, and the powers and duties of the Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Commonalty relative thereto,” with power to report com- 
plete, beg leave respectfully to make the following 


REPORT: 


The Committee have given the subject matter referred to them that 
serious attention which its great importance seemed to demand—haying 
held numerous sittings for the purpose of hearing the witnesses that have 
been presented by the friends of the bill, and by those opposed to its be- 


coming a law. 


The testimony before the Committee was, to a considerable extent, 
conflicting and contradictory, and some of the witnesses were evidehtly in- 
terested, pecuniarily, and largely so, in the scheme contemplated in the - 
bill for converting the plot of ground known as “Jones’ Wood,” into a 
public park. 


Indeed, it appears to the undersigned due, no less to the cause of jus- 
tice than to the great interests of the city of New York, as well as to 
the hundreds of thousands of its teeming and rapidly inereasing popula- 
“tion, and the millions who may hereafter congregate in that stirring city, 
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which is destined, perhaps, to become the great commercial centre of the 
‘world, as it is now, pre-eminently, that of this vast continent ; and it is 
due, moreover, to the importance of the measure contemplated in the 
bill, which is to affect, for weal or woe, the social condition, comfort, 
convenience, health, taste, and pleasurable enjoyment of myriads of hu- 
man beings, to state, that the parties most active and urgent for the pas- 
sage of the bill, are, themselves, confessedly, interested pecuniarily, and 
will be largely benefited in point of property, should it bevome a law. 


While the undersigned impugns no one’s motives in the advocacy of 
whatever course may be taken with respect to this, or any other measure, 
before this honorable body, he, nevertheless, deems it a duty incumbent 
on him to state these incontrovertible facts, which no one, it is presumed, 
will undertake to gainsay or deny. 


‘Those parties who have manifested so much anxiety to push this bill 
through the legislature at this session, are all interested in landed estates 
‘near “Jones! Wood,” which, should this bill, contrary to the wishes, as is 
believed by the undersigned, of a large majority of the property. holders 
of New York, be passed inito a law, will be greatly augmented in value. 


While this circumstance would not he entitled to the slighest consid- 
eration, were the “ Jones’ Wood” site conceded to be the most eligible 
for the important purposes and improvements designed in the bill, 
it becomes exceedingly grave and interesting when it is known that a far 
better and more central site exists, and that this described in the bill is 
advocated by few, except those whose private interests are likely to be so 
largely advanced by an improvement, which, if made at all, must be done 
at the public expense. 





‘The evidence before the Committee took a wide range, including the 
comparative advantages of the two sites had in view by the citizens of 
New York for a public park, to wit: “ Jones’ Wood,” bounded by Sixty- 
fourth street, from the Bast river to Avenne A; by Avenue A, from Sixty- 
fourth to Sixty-sixth street; by Sisty-sixth street, from Avenue A to 
the Third avenue; by the ‘Third avenue, fom Sixty-sixth to Seventy- 
fifth street, and by Seventy-fifth street, from the Third ayenue to the 
East river; and by the East river from Seventy-fifth street to Sixty- 
fourth street, containing about 159 acres, and situated on the extreme 


“* 
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“eastern verge of the city, and about six miles from the City Hall; and 
also-a tract of land situated near the geographical centre of Manhattan 
island, bounded by the Fifth and Highth avenues on the east and west, 
and hy Sixtieth and One hundred and sixth streets, on the north and 
south, containing about 760 acres, a plot of ground not only well adapted 
for park purposes and landscape adornment, but in size somewhat com- 
mensttrate with the inevitable requirements of so vast a population as is 
doubtless destined, at no very distant day, to crowd that great commer- 
cial emporium a site, too, which is not only asked for by many thousand 
petitioners, but from the following preamble and resolutions, passed by 
the two Boards of Aldermen and Assistants, and approved by the Mayor 
of the city of New York, on the 11th inst., appears to haye the unani- 
mous voice of the city government it its favor. 


Whereas, By a rosolution of the Common Council, adopted in Janunry, 1852, 
the stato legislature were requested to take no farther action in relation to the 
opening of the proposed Jones’ Wood Park, by which request the subject has 
been allowed to rest until the present session of the legislature. It now appears, 
however, that certain interested parties are attempting to renew the subject, with- 
out, and independent of, any action of the Common Council, in favor of the samo; 
and whereas, as far as ascertained, the proposed Central Park has met the general 
approbation of our citizens, and the project being moro feasible than that of Jones? 
Wood Park, on the ground that, if carried into effect, it will embrace within its 
limits the present and contemplated reservoirs, and also be central to the island, 
where, if a park is wanted at all, would be a proper location for one, therefore, 


Resolved, That application be made to the legislature, at its present session, 
for u law authorizing the opening of a park, the boundaries of which shall be 
southerly by Sixty-third street, northerly by One hundredth street, eusterly by the 
Fifth avenue, and westerly by the Eighth avenue; and further, 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the Common Gouneil be, and is hereby directed to 
forward copies of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to the members of the 
legislature at Albany. 


Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, June 9, 1553. 
Adopted by the Board of Assistants, June 10, 1858. 
Approved by the Mayor, June, 11, 1853. 


D. T. VALENTINE, 
Clerk C. C., City of New York. 
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But for the cordial support of his Honor the Mayor, in whom the citi- 
zens of New York have the fullest confidence, and who is connected 
with, and advocating all, the great reform measures contemplated in the 
administration of the government of that city, this recommendation of 
the Common Couneil should, as has been suggested by the majority of 
the Committee, be recived with many grains of allowance. But, com- 
ing up to the legislature, sanctioned as it is by that approval, the under- 
signed thinks it entitled to much weight and consideration. 


To the undersigned, it appears to be no more than justice requires to 
say, in answer to the implied charge of the majority of the Committee, 
that a part of the signatures of the remonstrants against the passage of 
the “ Jones’ Wood” Park bill, were not genuine, or that they were im- 
properly obtained, that it is possible that some of those signatures were en- 
tered at the request of bona fide citizens, who could not, or did ‘not, for 
some good reason, really write their own names. It is quite impossible 
for the undersigned to determine how this is; and he thinks it may be no 
less difficult, perhaps, for the majority, who seem to doubt these, to as- 
certain with any great degree of certainty, whether every signature ob- 
tained on the petition for the “ Jones’ Wood” Park bill, be really genu- 
ino or not; nor does the undersigned deem it a very important inquiry ; 
he will content himself with merely stating to the Senate that there were 
a yery large number of petitions before the Committee, asking for the 
passage of the “ Jones’ Wood” Park, but, in his opinion, a much larger re- 
monstrating against it. He has, however, not taken the trouble to count 
the names on cither side; nor does he deem that at all important in com- 
ing to a full understanding as to the wants of the citizens of New York, 
or with respect to the comparative merits of the two competing sites for 
conversion into a public park; for both have merits, and much may he 
said on both sides of the question without doing any injustice to either. 
‘The evidence which has been given before the Committee, as to the com- 
parative eligibility of the two sites of ground for the contemplated park, 
may be considered under two heads. 


First, as respects their situation in reference to the question of public 
convenience, and the influence of the position as regards the ventilation, 
and the consequent healthful operation of grounds so appropriated, upon , 
the atmosphere of the city; and 
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© Secondly, the character of the two sites, simply as regards their respect- 
ive fitness for their conversion into park-like and ornamental public 


grounds, 


Qn the one hand, evidence has been “presented to the Committee to 
show that there is upon the ground called “ Jones’ Wood,” a dense mass 
of forest trees of large size, which, it has heen alleged, are of a valuable 
character for ornament in a park, and well adapted to afford the requisite 
shade and seclusion, and this feature appears to be the only one of any 
weight which has been suggested to the Committee, as showing the fit- 
ness of that site when put in competition with the site of the Central 
Park ; for, so far as the weight of testimony produced goes, it appears 
to admit of no doubt that, in other respects, the advantages possessed 
by the central site are infinitely greater than those which are claimed in 
favor of “ Jones’ Wood,” which is situated on one side of Manhatten 
Island, and on that side, moreover, on which the largest amount of land 
traffic is located. 


On the other hand, evidence has been produced before the Committee, 
in reference to the central site, from which it appears that the contem- 
plated ground is bounded, as has been already stated, by the Fifth and 
Highth avenues on the east and west, and by Sixtieth and One hundred 
and sixth streets on the north and south, as is indicated on the map ac- 
companying this report. 


‘The space of ground is now open, having upon it the Croton Water 
Reservoirs and Arsenal, and being within the two lines of traffic on either 
side, by which the city is approached from the north, and which conse- 
quently, do not interfere with it, * 


The position of this ground has been adyerted to in most of the evi- 
dence given hefore the Committee, as affording a more advantageous po- 
sition for the ventilation of the city, and, when planted with more trees, 
as likely to contribute to those atmospheric changes which are known to 
be materially influenced by the vital action of vegetation, and which 
circumstance, when some years henee, the surrounding ground is covered 
by the extension of the-city, will be of much greater consequence than it 
is at the present time; for it should be remembered that at present the 
locality of both the sites in question, as well as a lange extent of ground 
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in the vicinity, is now so completely open and uncovered that there exists 
no apparent necessity to increase the ventilation, and therefore, on this 
branch of the subject, we must consider ourselves as legislating rather for 
the wants of the future than of the present. 


In reference’ to the second point to which the evidence has been di- 
reeted—namely, the eligibility of the two sites—the position of “ Jones: 
Wood” has been stated to possess a water boundary by the river, and a 
growth of forest trees, which, by thinning, could be immediately con- 
verted into park plantations, an advantage, which further appeared by 
‘the evidence before the Committee, the central site does not possess to 
the same extent; and the undersigned was at once forcibly struck with 
‘the circumstance; but, subsequently, testimony was produced to show, 
upon principles which appeared to his mind correct and conclusive, that 
to conyert “Jones’ Wood” into park scenery by such a demolifion of 
the forest trees as would be necessary in order to obtain the breadth of 
green sward, and the broad expanse of glade and lawn, which would be 
no less essential for the park-like character, than it would be for the con- 
venient accommodation of the crowds of citizens for whose use we are 
asked to provide it, would undoubtedly endanger the future safety of a 
Jarge part of the trees which would be left standing; inasmuch as it 
seems that when trees have grown to age in close proximity, the condi- 
tion of their bark and roots is different from that which is the natural 
state of the same species when grown in open space; and that if the full 
influence of sun and air is admitted suddenly to'them by the destruction 
of surrounding trees, frequently the extremes of atmospheric changes to 
which they thereby become subjected, is too great, and that gradual de- 
cay and death result to them. 


In further proof of this, the undersigned begs to lay before the Senate 
the following extract from the excellent work called “The Planter's 
Guide ; or Practical Essay on the best method of giving immediate effect 
to wood by the removal of large trees and underwood, by Sir Henry 
Stewart, Bart., LL.D., F.R.S.E,, ete,,” 8vo. pp. 146, 147. 


Perhaps there is no planter who, in the beginning, has not fallen into 
this mistake, before he had suflicient time to attend to the effects of heat 
and cold on the growth of wood. Allured by the fine forms of trees, by 
the tallness of their stems, the beauty of their bark, and their general 
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appearance of health and strength, we naturally form the wish to frans- 
fer them to the lawn or open park; but we should reflect, that how much 
soever they may please the eye, there are no properties so unfit as these, 
for this degree of exposure, as they are generated solely by warmth and 
shelter. As well might we bring forth the native of the burning 
plains of Asia or Africa, and in the light attire of those tropical cli- 
mates, expect him to endure British winter. Hither the facts respect- 
ing exposed and sheltered wood, as above stated, are incorrect and un- 
founded, or nature must be supposed to act in contradiction to herself, 
if she sanctioned such incongruities. Yet, ninety-nine times in a hundred 
the success of an art which, if rightly understood, would be interesting 
to many, is fairly marred by this erroneous practice, Nor are these the 
errors of youth or inexperience. ‘Two of our best informed writers, 
Bancher and Marshall, regard the art as mainly applicable to the thinning 
of nurseries or plantations, and recommended it accordingly for that pur- 
pose. 


“Trees, being transferred to a climate colder by several degrees than that 

in which they were trained, and with the peculiar conditions and proper- 
ties adapted to the latter, internally decline. 9 * = * = # 
‘The leaves, from the deprivation of shelter, cannot freely elaborate the 
sap; and the proper juice, on the other hand, is chilled in its descent, 
from the want of leaves, and branches, and bark sufficient to protect the 
sap vessels. Meanwhile, the trees are vexed by the winds from every 
quarter they want side boughs to nourish and balance them properly. 
Gradually they become stunted and hide-bound; the few branches they 
have decay and drop off, and at last they are rooted ont.” 


In further illustration of the correctness of this position, the under- 
signed begs leave to add the following, from a very sensible and well- 
written article on the “Treatment of Woods,” published in the “ Horti- 
culturist and Journal of Rural Art and Rural Taste,” for February, 1853, 
by William H. Scott, of Adrian, Michigan. Mr. Scott says — 


“'The experiments of hundreds, in attempts to develop the sylvan beau- 
ties of wild wood, have failed from sudden and indiscriminate thinning. 
Thave seen the fruits of it on my own ground. .A narrow belt of forest, 
composed of oak, linden, hickory, and elm, was left a few years ago, on 
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the front of a sloping field, Noble old oaks some of them were, while 
standing in the thick forest. I hoped that exposure to the light would 
force them to throw out branches from their naked bodies, and that some 
of these days a pretty grove would be the result, as many more sound 
trees, of a younger growth, were left as body-guards to shicld their stems. 
‘These younger have done their duty well, but the old ones struggled on 
from year to year, an] refused to be comforted by the yonthfil family 
around them. Some of them have thrown out a few weakly branches, 
but as many more look as if beginning to decay. I shall, after all, look to 
the second growth for my permanent and most beautiful shades.” 


T beg leave to introduce the following letter, handed to me from an ex- 
perienced gardener, who came to this city for the purpose of being heard 
upon this subject, but was obliged to leave town before the Committee 
could conveniently take his testimony. 


Newark, N. J., June 13, 1853. 
‘W. A. Screraernonn, Esq.: 
Dear Sir: 
lirgely engaged in the culti 
years. 











In reply to yours of the 11th instant, I answer, that I have been 
ion of fruit and forest trees for the last fifteen 





Tam acquainted with the grounds commonly called Jones’ Woods. A part of 
those grounds, on the borders where the trees stand separately, and all well formed 
and with plenty of side branches, might soon and easily be converted into a fine 
park. But the largest portion of it, which is densely covered with wood, wou 
in my opinion, require a long timo, and be attended with many difficulties in giv- 
ing it the necessary features of a park. The roots of trees which stand in a thick 
wood, run along near tho surfaco of the ground for tho most part. In thinning 
out such trees, those left are liable to blown over when deprived of the support of 
those which stand around them, and frequently decay from the exposure of their 
trunks to the light. Even if they do live, tliey never make fine park trees, having 
long, naked stems, without branches, affording but litte shade. I think that a 
young plantation of trees, embracing all the hardy varieties, would, in a few years 
bo much more beautiful and attractive than this. In confirmation of this I might 
mention many examples which have come under my own observation, 


The late Wm. Gibbons, Esq., of New Jersey, built, a° house in a native wood, 
yery similar to the Jones’ Wood, some twonty years since. He designed thinning 
‘out the the superfluous trees, leaving only the best single specimens or groups. 
But he found, in removing thoze which he did not want, he lost many which he 
wished to preserve. On a largo portion of his grounds he discontinued the thinning 
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process entirely. It was impossible to make a fine lawn, or make other varieties 
of trees grow well under the shade of the native trees. 


Some elevon yoars sineo Mr. F. S. Lathrop commeneed improving and planting 
a piece of ground adjoining that of Mr. Gibbons, with a fine assortment of de- 
clduous and evergreon trees, It is the remark of every ono who passes the two 
places, that the promises and trees of Mr, Lathrop are alréady hy far the most 
beautiful. Many of his trees aro now over forty foot high, and of fine form. 


‘The Hon. Mablon Dickerson, of New Jersey, built his house, some thirty years 
hence, on grounds, a part of which was covered with a thick grove of native treos, 
and the remainder ontirely bare of trees. ‘Tho naked part ho planted with a fine 
and extensive variety of trees, and this part is now incomparably more beautiful 
than the native growth, as great a difference as thero is between a refined and 
polished gentleman and a wild savage. A great many examples of this kind may 
‘be found in every part of our country. 


Ithink you will find my views confirmed by referring to Downing’s Horticultur- 
ist, pages 345, 346, $47, 348, and 427; also, the February number of the Hortionl- 
turist for the present year, page 70; also, Sir Henry Stuart’s Planters’ Guide, 
pages 146 and 147. You will also find much on this subject in the late num- 
bers of Hoyey’s Magazine, published at Boston, Massachusetts, and a vast deal 
in the yoluminous works of London, particularly his magazine, vol. 10, page 482. 
1am familiar with the ground which it is proposed to convert into what is called 
the “Central Park.” Inmy judgment, it is more suitable for a public park than 
Jones’ Wood, from its more central position, larger size, and diversified surface, 
Every variety of hardy tree and shrub might be grown successfully upon this 
ground, as some portions aro quite elevated and dry, whilo others are low and 
moist, thys affording to each variety of tree a placo and soil most suitable for its 
vigorous growth. ‘The most interesting and extensive arboretum in’ the country 
should be made there. ‘The formation of the ground is such, that with judicious 
planting and laying out, the whole might be mado most beautiful and picturesque. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
SAMUEL J. GUSTIN. 


Tt would be easy to multiply testimony in confirmation of the fact 
that trees grown to mature age and size in dense proximity, when sud- 
denly exposed to the action of light, air, sun, and winds, uncovered and 
unsustained by the natural support, by thinning the surrounding forests, 
lose their accustomed vigor, and fullness of foliage, and gradually decay 
and die, 


Upon this subject, however, the evidence before the Committee was 
somewhat conflicting, and considerable difference of opinion appeared to 
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prevail as to the extent to which this evil was to be apprehended. But 
the effect produced upon the mind of the umdersigned has been, decidedly, 
that the thinning in question would be attended with much risk to the 
efficacy of the undertaking; for he observed that. those witnesses who 
expressed an opinion in favor of the thinning process, were carefitl to 
guard their testimony, hy confining it to the practicability of the cutting 
of paths and roads through the wood, without adverting to the more ex- 
tensive, but equally requisite operation, of throwing open wide reaches of 
park. 

The evidence given upon the eligibility of the central site, went to 
show that some parts of the ground were rough and undrained, but admit 
of ready drainage; and that considerable other parts are well adapted to 
conversion into park scenery at once, and could be devoted to the public 
use without much delay. And further, that the undulating, irregular 
surface, and the command of water on the spot for the formation of foun- 
taing and other artificial ornamental purposes, afford great facilities there, 
which Jones’ Wood’ has not; and that in skillful hands, the grounds admit 
numerous adaptations for ornamental or scientific purposes, (as the eree- 
tion of observatories, or museums, or the formation of a botanic garden, 
and yarious other objects,) for which Jones’ Wood” would he too small, 
and, by reason of its proximity to-the river, ill adapted, 


Thon a full consideration of the evidence which has been presented to 
the Committee, and from a partial acquaintance with both plots. of 
ground, from personal observation, the undersigned has formed the 
opinion, that the site of the Central Park is unquestionably that which 
presents hy far the greatest advantages for the public use and conve- 
nience. And as the undersigned has had the misfortune to disagree in 
his opinion from that arrived at by the Senators (Messrs. Beckman and 
Bartlett.) with whom he bas been associated on the Committee, he thinks 
it right to state briefly some reasons which haye influenced his judgment 
in reference to the subject. The park is asked of the legislature, on the 
ground of its necessity for the health of the city, and for the conyenience 
and enjoyment of the citizens, 





In the first place, we must include both provision for ventilation of 
that which we expect will become a densely populated neighborhood, 
and the convenience of its position for ready access by the greatest num- 


‘ 
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ber of the inhabitants for the purposes of air and exercise. In both 
these respects, it appears to the undersigned, that the central location, 
simply from its position being approachable on either side by the Fifth 
and Highth avenues, affords advantages which no change of cireum- 
stances can ever impart to “Jones’ Wood.” While its situation can 
never interfere with the rapidly augmenting traffic of the city, which has 
already been adverted to, and is, in the opinion of the undersigned, a cir- 
camstanee of no little weight and importance in fayor of that locality. 


Tt has appeared to the undersigned that in comparing the eligibility of 
the two sites, the relative size of them should alone determine the ques- 
tion. ‘To provide a park fora city now numbering 600,000 or 700,000 
inhabitants, and which is rapidly increasing, and likely to increase for 
generations to come, of a hundred and sixty acres only, is to disregard 
entirely, the wants even of our own times. But when it is remembered 
that we are now asked to provide for a population, which no thinking 
‘man can suppose will be bounded, otherwise, in a few years, than by the 
utmost limits of the island itself, it very clearly appears to the under- 
signed, that the large site of 760 acres is fur Jess than Buropean expe- 
rience shows to all who are conversant with the subject, is the relative 
and reasonable requirement of so vast a community. 


The late lamented A. J. Downing, the greatest and most accomplished 
Iandseape gardener we have ever had in this country, writing in the 
“Horticulturist” for August, 1851, (p. 346,) of the project of a public 
park in the city of New York, says :— 


“ Five hundred acres is the smallest area that should be reserved for 
the future wants of such a city; now, while it may be obtained, five hun- 
dred acres may be selected between ‘Thirty-ninth street and the Harlem 
river, including a varied surfice of land, a good deal of which is yet 
waste area, so that the whole may be purchased for something like a mil- 
lion of dollars, In that area there would be space enongh to have broad 
reaches of park and pleasure grounds, with a real feeling of the breadth 
and beauty of green fields, the perfumes and freshness of nature. In its 
midst would be located the great distributing reservoirs of the Croton 
aqueduct, formed into loyely lakes of limpid water, covering many acres, 
and heightening the charm of the sylvan accessories, by the finest natu- 
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ral contrast. In sich a park, the citizens who would take excursions in 
carriages, or on horseback, could have the substantial delights of country 
roads and country scenery, and forget for a time the rattle of the pave- 
ments and the glare of brick walls. Pedestrians would find quiet and 
secluded walks when they wished to be solitary, and broad alleys filled 
with thousands of happy faces, when they would be gay. ‘The thought: 
ful denizen of the town would go out there in the morning to hold eon- 
verse with the whispering trees, and the wearied tradesmen in the even- 
ing, to enjoy an hour of happiness, by mingling in the open space with 
all the world. 





“The many beauties and utilities which would gradually grow out of a 
great park like this, in a great city like New York, suggest themselves 
immediately and forcibly. Where would be found so fitting a position 
for noble works of art, the statues, monuments, and buildings commemo- 
rative at once of the great men of the nation; of the history of the age 
and country, and the genius of our highest artists? In the broad area 
of such a verdant zone would gradually grow up, as the wealth of the 
city increases, winter gardens of glass, like the great Crystal Palace, 
where the whole people could Inxuriate in groves of the palms and spice 
trees of the tropics, at the same moment that sleighing parties glided 
swiflly and noisefessly over the snow-covered surface of the country:like 
avenues of the wintry park without. Zoological gardens, like those in 
London and Paris, would gradually be formed, by private subscription or 
public fund, where thousands of old and young would find daily pleasure 
in studying natural history, illustrated by all the wildest and strangest 
animals of the globe, almost as much at home in their paddocks and 
jungles, as if in their native forests; and horticulturists and industrial 
societies would hold their annual shows there, and great expositions of 
the arts would take place in spacious buildings within the park, far more 
fittingly than in the noise and din of the crowded streets of the city.” 





Bven the central site of seven hundred and sixty acres, in contrast 
with the park conveniences connected with the great cities of Europe, 
appears to be entirely inadequate to the growing requirements of New 
York, which has already attained a population equaling a fourth of that 
of London; and that city bas between seven and cight thousand acres 
of park plantations within its own precincts, or in the immediate vicinity 
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of the town, which are always accessible, and open at all times to the 
enjoyment of the population. Many of the private parks of the nobility 
of Hngland have from one to two thousand acres, within a single inclo- 
sure, with broad roads and well dressed paths reaching in all the direc- 
tions, dotted with great spreading trees, all planted and. miturely grown. 
Even Dublin has her great green park of two or three thousand acres; while 
Paris literally reposes in landseape, park and public garden scenery of 
indescribable beauty, extent, and richness, 


‘The great garden of the Tuileries, dressed out with statuary, fountains, 
and groves, and broad alleys and ample walks, fragrant and beautified 
with bright flowers, is the daily delight and admiration of all Paris; 
while at a little distance from it, as you pass through the great fountain- 
embellished equare, or place Louis XIV, you, enter the woody Elysian 
fields, stretching quite out to the great triumphal arch of Napoleon ; and 
still beyond this you may drive for many miles through the immense Bois 
de Boulogne—a vast and well preserved plantation of fall grown trees, 
intersected with broad, smooth carriage roads and graveled walks. Nor 
is this scarcely a beginning, for a short drive farther on the outskirts of 
Paris, you may Inxuriate every day in the year in the freedom of three 
thousand acres of imperial grove and flower gardens at Versailles, lively 
and beautified with gushing fountains, and loaded with the rich spoils of 
art, and surrounded with astonishing architectural grandeur and mag- 
nificence! 


Nor is this all; you have yet to wander through the great royal hunt- 
ing park and pleasure grounds at Fontainblean; and then you may re 
turn and sit down in admiration beneath the leafy groves of St, Cloud, 
and regale yourself with the fragrance of those flower-clad and beauteous 
grounds, full of joyous faces and bounding hearts; nor need you stop 
here, for you have yet other ample fields of pleasure grounds for explora- 
tion, where the swelling tide of populous Paris flows ont daily to breathe 
the pure air of heaven—a reason, perhaps, why the people of that gay 
city are the merriest and most joyous of any in the world. 


Nor is the lovely metropolis of Austria, the gay and beautiful city of 
Vienna, less rich in landscape adornment, or less amply provided with 
park plantations and public garden conveniences and embellishment, than 
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light, volatile, pleasure-consecrated Paris. ‘There, for miles, you may 
drive or walk around her lofty and well preserved ramparts, beneath the 
rich foliage of well trained groves, studding the green glacis, epreading 
out its ample borders, and encircling, as with a zone of beauty, the love- 
liest city in Bitrope ; while, beyond this green breathing belt-of refresh- 
ing fields, glowing with myriads of happy beings, charmed with delight- 
ful music, which is always there, you have another and a more modern 
town of surrounding suburbs, larger than the city itself, and encircling 
entirely both the green glacis and the ancient town; and you have only 
to pass beyond these suburbs, and you are in the great world-famed Pra 
ter of Vienna, spreading ont in broad amplitude over an arca larger than 
the entire city limits of New York, laved by the surging current of the 
Danube, beautified with leafy trees and blooming flowers, with great 
broad carriage drives, and long reaches of well dressed green sward, in- 
tersected with enchanting walks, filled with bounding deer, and happy 
people, driving, chatting, walking, sipping their coffee, smoking their 
unique pipes, perhaps dancing; while music rings and keeps time to the 
joyous, laughing crowds that there daily congregate and drink in the 
healthful and animating influences of that delightful spot. Nor is this 
all, for a short drive will bring you to the pleasure grounds of Schoenbrunn 
palace, ample and beautiful as lavish wealth and art can achieve ; and 
near to these you may enter the zoological gardens of Schoenbrunn, 
with their rare plants and spicy groves; with their wild animals and 
pretty birds. And, moreover, you have the Volksgarten, teeming with 
beauty, and ringing with sweet music; and yet other large pleasure 
grounds, where, on fete days, the moving population of the town, spread 
out like an unnumbered host, and mingle in the joyous surrounding 





scene, 

And what is true in respect to park seenery in Paris and Vienna, is 
also true with regard to Florence, Rome, Milan, Dresden, Leipsic, Frank- 
fort, Amsterdam, the Hague, indeed, of nearly every large city in Europe ; 
they are all amply provided with great green sward ventilators, and 
breathing plots of beautified pleasure ficlds. But these, it must be re- 
membered, are all in Europe, where they have a police force sufliciently 
strong to keep these great and desirable accessories to city life and com- 
fort in good order—to guard them from annoying vagrants and dissipated 
horse,jockics, gamblers, pick-pockets, ruffians, and blackguarding ma- 
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rauders—consequently, they are daily frequented by all classes of com- 
munity—by the prince and the peasant—by the monarch and his subject 
—by people of all nations, kindreds and tongnes—high and low, rich 
and poor—and none are there insulted, crowded, jostled, or annoyed ; 
there is room enough, pleasure enough, and fresh, green shade, and life- 
prolonging pure air enough, and mirth and music enough, and more than 
enough, for all; and all who congregate there seemed to have learned, by 
the general respect that cach pays to the rights of others, to respect 
themselves. But how would it be in New York, were you suddenly to 
open to its thronging masses a large public park, with its present system 
of police? Would it be a safe resort for unprotected ladies—for children 
and young persons—for the sick and infirm, and the aged citizens of New 
York? Could they sit down with their little family groups beneath the 
cooling shade, without danger of being insulted, run over, knocked down, 
perhaps robbed, and may be murdered? 1 think not. Hxperience has 
already tested this sadly at Hoboken, on Staten Island, and at 
other places of general resort in the open grounds in the city and v 
Eyen here, in this comparatively quiet town, outrages of this kind occur, 
as for example the following, cut from a daily paper, will show :— 





Darixe Ovrnace.—On Saturday evening, about 8 o'clock, as Mr. Starks, son 
of Nathan Starks, Esq., of this city, was walking up Broadway, in company with 
young Indy, and when a short distance above Hall's feo house, he was set upon 
by a gang of rowdies, knocked down, and beaten in 2 most shameful manner, and 
aut the same time an attempt was made to drag the lady away. Mr. Starks de- 
fended himself as well as it was possible for any one man to do, thus brutally as- 
saulted by five rufians at onco. ‘The screams of the lady attracted a number of 
citizens, aud hor assailants fled. ‘The affair ocourred just above tho line that di- 
vides the city from Watervliet, and no policemen were near to arrest the assault 
or the offenders. 

But, inasmuch as we are asked to provide this park accommodation, 
rather for those who will come after us, than for the present generation 
—for a population that, ina quarter of a century, will exceed a million 
and a halfé—when a more stringent and effective police system must, of 
necessity, be introduced ; when the government of the city must be sufli- 
ciently felt to be respected by the people; when no ruffian resistance to 
the execution of wholesome laws will, for an instant, be tolerated ; when 
rowdyisms and rebellion will be fearlessly put down; when order will be 
preserved, and marauders punished; when drunken political vagrants 
will not dare to assail with midnight bludgeons, unoffending citizens who 
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niny be peaceably assembled for the transaction of important business 7 
when, for detestable deeds, degraded, drunken ruffians will cease to be re- 
warded by high official functionaries of the general government; when 
the voice of the people, faitly expressed, must be the guiding power of 
political action, or democracy must bow beneath the tyrannical tread of 
dishonor and anarchy ; when no banded club of unprincipled, debased, 
cowardly loafers, recreant to all the high moral obligations due to citi- 
zens protected by our laws, may not put those laws at defiance, and at 
noon-day, bask in the sunshine of political favor; when the good man 
and his goods may be safe, and the bad promptly punished and’ put, out 
of the pale of society, a objects of detestation and pity, instead of re- 
ward ; in short, when sufficient order and regularity shall be introduced 
_and sustained to secure the just rights and personal safety of all the vast 
population of the city; the urdersigned is decidedly of the opinion that 
a park site should be speedily selected, and that now is; perhaps, a more 
favorable period for its selection than will be likely again soon to occur- 


In making such selection, the undersigned has no hesitation in declar- 
ing his preference, in all respects in favor of the contral and larger site, 
and that, moreover, the balance of testimony before the Committee was 
decidedly in favor of that location, ‘The present open character of the 
upper part of the city, affords time for the formation and future growth 
of plantations now to be made, and the great doubt, to say the least of 
it, that appears to exist, about the practicability of so thinning and entting 
“Jones? Wood,” as to render the trees left, permanently usefil, as well as 
the still more important fact of the plot of ground being entirely too 
small for the purposes of a public park, and its location unfavorable, it is 
clearly evident to the undersigned that the central site should he adopted, 
and the weight of evidence before the Committee heavily preponderates 
in favor of thesame conclusion. It is in the central part of the island, and 
holds ont a fair prospect of its conversion, within such a time'as the real 
interests of the community require it, into a park which, in itself, will 
bear some proportion to’ the requirements of the city, which will form 
one of its greatest ornaments, and which will be creditable to the legis- 
lature under whose action it has originated. 

‘The undersigned knows not how more appropriately to conclude this 
hasty and imperfeet report, than by adding the following extract from an 
able and very elaborate report of the Special Committee on Parks, ap- 
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pointed’by the Board of Aldermen, as appears by the following preamble 
and resolution, adopted August 5, 1851 :— 


Whereas, Tho logislatura, at its rocent extra session, passed an act, authorizing 
‘the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of this city.to purchase, or take, through 
commissioners to be appointed for that purpose, the ground lying betweon the 
‘Third avenuo and East river, and Sixty-sixth and Seyenty-fifth streets; and also 
that lying between Avenue A and the East river, and Sixty-fourth and Sixty-sixth 
streets, to remain, and bo used hereafter as a public park, 


And whereas, Public opinion scoms to demand that the city government, in car- 
rying into effect the object contemplated by the act referred to, should adopt the 
most liberal and enlightened measures, in order to make the proposed pleasure 
grounds in its locality, conveniently accessible to all—in its dimension, equal to 
the present and prospective wants of a great and rapidly-increasing city—and, in 
its future establishment, corresponding to the wealth and greatness of the com- 
mereial metropolis; therefore, 4 


Resolved, That it be referred to a special committee of this Board to examine 
and report npon the advantages and disadvantages of the ground designated in the 
act of the legislature; and, also, whether there be not a better locality for euch 
park, with comparison of size, eapacity for rural embellishment, general topo- 
graphical foatures, and probable cost of each; and, aleo, whether it be not advisa- 
ble to include within the limits of such purchase, ground for the new reservoir; 
‘and, generally, all such facts and inferences as, may enable the Common Council 
to proceed underetandingly in @ matter involving so large an expenditure of the 
(public money, and so important in its influence upon the preeent and future growth 
and prosperity of the city. 


Board of Aldermen, August, 5, 1851. 
Adopted, end Aldermen Dodge, Dooley, and Britton, appointed such committee. 
(Signed,) J. W. WILSON, Deputy Clerk. 


Speaking of the Central Park site, the Committee say = 


‘There is no section of our island, of equal size, so well adapted by nature, or 80 
‘usceptible of improvement and adornment for the purposes of a large park, as the 
‘one now under consideration, and none so diversified in surface, abounding so much 
in hilland dale, and intersected by go many natural streams, ‘The elevations ix 
‘come parts rising to one hundred and forty fect above tide water, and the valleys, 
in some parte, being forty feot below the grade of surrounding streets. ‘The val- 
Jeys contain running streams and numerous springs, and at a small cost can be 
converted, where desirable, into artificial lakes, and supplied with water to any ex- 
ent from the never-feiling souree of the Croton aqueduct, which will also supply 
fountains in any part of the grounds with a profusion of water, which will render 
fountains x distinguishing feature, and one in which this park will have = supe- 
riority over all other parks, owing to the unequaled supply of water from the great- 
2st aqueduct of anciont or modern times. ‘The great, and nt many points of ab- 
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rupt difference of Ievol of the surface, and tho projecting points of rock, render 
theze grounds peculiarly adapted to the construction of the most beautiful and 
varied roads; now winding around tho base of a projecting, rocky hill, now tra- 
versing the bottom of a valley, now climbing a gentle hill, again descending to tho 
low Jands, passing along the margin of a beautiful, quiet lake; leaving this, and 
ascending above Kighty-sixth strect, the road will pass along what will be one of 
tho greatest of modern works of art—the proposed now reservoir, a picturesquo, 
irregularly-shaped, artificial Inke, containing nearly one hundred acres of water in 
one placid sheet—continuing to rise, gradually winding around elevations, through 
gontle valleys, tho serpentine road will reach the top of Harlom heights, at about 
‘Ono hundred and fifth stroct, having attained the highest land on the island south 
of Fort Washington, and from which a magnificent view is presented to the bo- 
holder in every direction, Brom this point may be seen all the present city living 
to tho south, and the bay beyond it, the intervening distriets rapidly improving to 
the southern margin of the park, and, when itis finished, the park itself, extend- 
ing from the southern border two miles, to the feet of the beholder, intersected by 
Doantiful artificial Inkes of various sizes; by small stronms, crossed by numerous 
marble or rustic bridgee; by beautiful groves of trees of every variety, indigenous 
and oxotie; by serpentine roads winding through velvet lawns decorated with spark- 
ling fountains, and the whole surrounded by architectural works of overy order 
and variety. Looking to the west will be scen the noble Hudson, extending from 
the bay (ivhich ean be seen as far as the Narrows) up to the Palisades in the dis- 
taneo, and the mountains in the interior of the state of New Jersey, in the extreme 
west. Looking in a northerly direction can be seen, across tho Harlem river, the 
High Bridge, a magnificent structure, which brings the Croton water to this 
island, and the other bridges, which connect New York with the county of West- 
chester, which presents to our view its fertile furms, beautiful gardens, and taste- 
ful villas, and thriving villages. 














‘The eastern view embraces a considerable portion of the State of Connecticut, 
and of the Sound, separating it from Long Island, also the Enst river, studded with 
islands, rannfog from Hellgate to Goyernor’s Island, and separating this city from 
she shore of Long Island, which shows us Flushing, Astoria, Ravenswood, Green- 
port, Bushwick, Williamsburg, Brooklyn, &e. Having completed the view, of 
which only some of the most striking points are here noted, we return to the road, 
which takes us to tho lower end of the park by 2 different, but, not less varied 
routo, having trayeled a distance of not less than twenty-five miles. 


In estimating the comparative cost of the central site and Jones’ 
Wood, I present the following = 





‘The difference in the cost and extent of the ground for the two parks 
ib 
For Contral Park. -$1,407,825 for 7593 acres. 
Por Jones’ Park 700,565“ 158k 


Difference, $706,750 for 60634 acres more for Central Park, which in- 
eludes the present reservoir and the arsenal, and St. Vincent's grounds, 








ry 
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_which need not be purchased, containing 57 acres, and also about 135 
acres, now belonging to the city , which is, in fact, 4141¢ acres more than 
Jones’ Park, for $706,750, which is about the cost of Jones’ Park, 


Tt is, therefore, to be borne in mind, that in purchasing Jones’ Park, 
we pay for all the land included within the limits of the park ; whereas, 
in the acquisition of Central Park, we inclose an area of 75934 acres for 
park purposes, and have only to pay for 56634 acres, including ground 
for the new reservoir, which the city will purchase in any event. ‘This 
happens because 57 acres, to be inclosed, belong to the State Areenal, 
and to Mount St. Vincent Academy, and to the present receiving reser- 
voir, which will be allowed to remain, and will be improved in ornamental 
connection with the park, and because the city already owns 135 acres, 
seattered in various parts within the proposed inclosure ; 27 acres of 
which is on the ground to be covered by the new reservoir. 


Setting aside the greater economy of the purchase of Central Park, 
the numerous considerations of greater convenience of locality, general 
accessibility, better capacity for embellishment, superior topographical 
availability, and public health, as have been shown, would induce your 
Committee to recommend the purchase of this park in preference to 
Tones’ Park. 





‘The undersigned has examined the bill introduced yesterday by the 
honorable senator from the Sixth, (Mr. Morgan,) authorizing the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, under a commis- 
sioner to be duly appointed for that purpose, to take possession of the 
lands known and described as the central site, with a view to its conver- 
sion into a public park, and he approves of the same, and recommends 
its passage. 





JAMES E. COOLEY. 
Axsany, June 22, 1853. 
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THE JONES’ PARK REPORT. 
‘REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE BILL RELATIVE TO A PUBLIC 
PARK IN NEW YORK. 


The Select Committee, (the senator from the first district dissenting,) 
to whom was referred, with power to report complete, the bill from the 
Assembly, entitled, “ An act relative to the purchase, possession and 
laying ont certain lands for a public park in the Nineteenth Ward of the 
city of New York, and the powers and duties of the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty relative thereto,” 


REPORT: © 


‘That from the numerous petitions submitted to them by the Senate, it is 
apparent: that the residents of New York city are very generally agreed 
as to the necessity of some large public park in the upper wards. Since 
the bill, which passed the Assembly on the 24 of April last, was referred 
to your Committee, up to the date of this report, about ten thousand 
petitioners, over their own proper signatures, have memorialized the le- 
gislature, praying that the lands lying between Sixty-sixth street and 
Seventy-fifth street, and Third avenue and the East river, popularly known 
as Jones’ Wood, be laid out as a public park. During the same time 
nearly nine thousand remonstrants have prayed that Jones’ Wood be not 
taken for such purpose, because it is not sufficiently central. Of these 
names, however, over one thousand one hundred are in the same hand- 
writing, and without, address, and are, therefore, doubtful. Fifty-three 
of these remonstrants have, at the same time, prayed for the purchase of 
land lying between Sixtieth and One hundred and sixth streets, and Fifth 
and Bighth avenues. 


‘Twelve other remonstrants against. Jones’ Wood Park, pray for the 
purchase of a central plot, from abont Sixty-seventh to One hundredth 
street. 

‘The Corporation of New York have also presented resolutions, setting 
forth that the proposed Central Park has met the general approbation of 
their citizens, that Jones’ Wood Park has been urged by certain inte- 
rested parties, without any action of the Common Council in favor of 
the same, and that application be made to the legislature at its present 
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seasion for a law authorizing the opening of a park, the boundaries of 
which shall be southerly by Sixty-third street, northerly by One hun- 
dredth street, easterly. by the Fifth avenue, and westerly by the Eighth 
‘avenue. * . " 


It will be sufficient to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that 

the Common Council of New York, alveady infamous for its corruption 

and venality, in railroads, Russ pavements, and contracts, has been repu- 

diated by its constituency'at a recent election, by a vote of ten to one; 

thirty-three thousand to three thousand. Any recommendation from 

such a source may fairly be suspected, and your Committee do not attach 
to it the slightest importance. 

Of the nine thousand remonstrants, six hundred and seventy-three 
regard the present time as unpropitious for such a matter of mere luxury, 
and do not ask for any park. ‘They say that Jones’ Wood is more val- 
uable than land in the centre of the island; three hundred and fifty-nine 
candidly rest their objections upon the fact that Jones’ Wood is too 
remote from their property. 

Another remonstrance, emphatically declaring that there is not one 
good reason for making a park at the place in question, signed by a sin- 
gle remonstrant, is remarkable from the fact that the signer was the 
counsel for the owners of the land when the law of 1851, laying out 
Tones’ Park was decided to be invalid by Judge Edmonds, 


A number of petitions, headed in English and in German, “for a 
Central Park,” were also referred to your Committee on the 15th June. 
Many pages of the signatures are in the same hand-writing, and without 
the residences of the pretended signers, not less than two hundred and 
fifteen names having been counted in one petition which could not have 
been genuine. 

In another appear five hundred and twenty-nine such names. A third 
petition contains three hundred and seventy-four. Another petition, in 
English, signed by six hundred and seventy-nine residents of New York, 
prays for a Central Park in preference to Jones’ Wood. 


A remonstrance aguinst Jones’ Wood Park, is signed by several prom- 
inent citizens of New York, who pray that a Central Park may be laid 
out; and that the expense of it be borne as a common charge. 
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Another memorial asks for the Central Park, provided its cost shall 
not exceed fifteen hundred thousand dollars. 


‘The petitioners for either park equal those for the other so nearly, that 
your Committee can only report with certainty that over eighteen thou- 
sand citizens of New York pray for some large public park. 


Your Committee, thoroughly impressed with the necessity of public 
grounds to the health and well being of a metropolis, would recommend 
the establishment of both the Jones’ and the Central Park, if bills for 
both were before them, Upon the first of these measures they are now 
called upon to decide, and they have not neglected to avail themselyes of 
such information as was within their reach. 


‘They have examined witnesses as to the capability of the Jones’ Wood 
Park for park purposes; as to the value of the native forest trees, when 
opened up to the light by paths and road ways; as to the value of the 
land, as compared with that proposed to be taken for a Central Park; 
as to the advantage of a river front, and also upon the topography of the 
central site, and its adaptation to public uses. * 


Professor Torrey, the well known state botanist and geologist, testified 
that he had been a student of botany from a boy; that he had known 
Tones’ Woods all his life, and visited them often while pursuing his re- 
searches ; that the ground was two and a half or three miles from Union 
Square ; that the surface was varied, undulating, having a rocky shore, 
with a great depth of water. Dr. Torrey said that a large part of the 
ground is well wooded, and knew no reason why trees should suffer by 
opening paths. It has not been the case in Greenwood. He did not 
apprehend any danger to the trees from thinning ont, and deseribed them 
as tulip trees, oak, birch, hickory, &c. He deems the water front a great 
advantage, on account of the view and air, and said that he prefers the 
east side of the island to the centre for a park, chiefly on account of the 
water, vnd the noble trees. Dr. Torrey thinks a park would be of great 
advantage to the public health, and says that the high and central parts 
of the island are more sickly than the east side, and the draining of Jones’ 
Wood is better than of the central lands. Dr. Torrey described the 
parks in London, which he said were frequented by all classes—spoke of 
the deep interest he felt in this measure as a sanitary one, because Jones’ 
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Wood could be at once converted into public grounds without waiting 
for planted trees to grow. 


William Curr, 2 gardener, of thirty-five years’ experience in and about 
New York, who had assisted in laying out Greenwood, Trinity, and other 
cemeteries, Union, Washington, Madison, and Stuyvesant squares, testi- 
fied that all the city grounds were originally quite bare. He had found no 
difficulty, however, in thinning out trees in cemeteries, Greenwood had not 
suffered ; he knew Jones’ Wood well ; described its surface as undulating, 
the trees as large and fincr than at Greenwood. Nature, he said, has 
made it a park, and if purchased, one year would render it available to 
the public. A landscape gardener, he said, would prefer ground covered 
with trees to produce effect, on account of time saved. Mr. Curr doci- 
dedly preferred Jones’ Wood to the Central Park. 


Mr. Rufus Prime stated that he was well acquainted with Jones’ 
Wood, having lived in that vicinity all his life. He said that land there 
was less valuable than in the middle of the island, as he knew from sales 
daring the last six months—the value of lots being $500 each—he much 
preferred Jones’ Wood, which, in his judgment, combines all the requisites 
for a park; he knew of no purchases or speculations made with reference 
to Jones’ Wood, ‘was not himself interested; thinks a park absolutely 
necessary in New York, and that Jones’ Wood will give prompt enjoy- 
ment in return for the outlay. 





Mr. Thomas Hogg, being examined, stated that he had been well ac- 
quainted with Jones’ Wood for many years, and that it can be made a 
park of ata cheaper rate than any other part of the island; the trees 
are well grown, the land is good, and there is a fine water front ; he had 
practiced horticulture for fifty years in Great Britain and this courtry, 
was certain that drives, if laid out, would not cause the death of the 
trees; has only to refer to Greenwood, and Dr. Hosack’s place at Hyde 
Park ; he thought it would require a very large sum to render the Cen- 
tral Park available; there is a great deal of swamp ; for thé present gen- 
eration Jones’ Wood is of most advantage. 


Mr. Benjamin Munn, a landscape gardener, had examined both sites, 
and preferred the central one; thinks thinning the trees in Tones’ Wood 
might be dangerous, and would prefer the Central Park for the general 
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health: He had never visited Greenwood, nor had any experience in 
thinning out natural woods in this country, nor had he Inid ont any parks 
in Europe or America. 


Mr. James Hogg, a nurseryman. of twenty years’ experience, stated 
that he was well acquainted with Jones’ Wood, and described the, trees 
as oak, tulip tree, liquid amber, white birch, &c. He was familiar with 
the Central Park site also; prefer Jones’ Wood, because already covered 
with trees, and available. He instanced Mr. William Kelly’s, Dr. Ho- 
sack’s, and Greenwood, as places where the natural trees, thinned out, had 
thriven well. Mr. Hogg considered a park a matter of necessity, and 
quoted the city inspector’s report to show that sixty-two per cent. of all 
deaths occur under ten years of age. He stated that if both sites were 
bare of trees, the central would cost most; that the central is admitted 
to be unhealthy ; that the cost of laying out Jones’ Wood would be about 
$200 an acre, without fence. As to the comparative cost of the two 
sites, he stated that the assessed value of Jones’ Wood for the present 
year was $539,600, or an average per block of $14,988, and that the av- 
erage five blocks from Sixtieth to Sixty-seventh streets, and Fifth to 
Eighth avenues, was 31,720. Hr. Hogg produced a memorandum of a 
corporation sale in December, 1852, at which the average per block, for 
land from Seventy-second to Seventy-eighth street, and Fifth and 
Seventh avenues ; the site of the proposed Central Park was $67,876, 
and also stated that twenty-two lots of ground on Second and Third ave- 
nues and Seventy-third street—the most valuable part of Jones’ Woods 


—sold for an average per lot of $575, or per block, $36,700, 


Pull notes of the testimony taken, accompany this report, to which 
appendix your Committee would refer for more minute details. 


Mr. Samuel J. Gustin, a gardener and nurseryman of New Jersey, 
appeared before the chairman of the Select Committee, and stated that 
his experience taught him to prefer planted groves to natural forest. for 
ornamental purposes. He instanced two gentlemen's seats in New Jer- 
sey, one of which retained the original trees, the other had been planted 
thirty years, the latter was now the most thrifty. Mr. Gustin thinks the 
Central Park preferable to the other, because it will afford more scope 
for the gardener’s art, for skillful and extensive planting and artistic effect 
where every thing is to be created by the landscape gardener. 
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‘After carefully weighing the subject referred to them, your Committee 
were disposed to recommend to the Senate the bill as it came from the 
Assembly, without amendment, as proper to become a law. ‘They find 
that an act was passed in July, 1851, which the present one is designed 
merely to revive and amend; that the land it proposes to convert to the 
public use is eminently adapted to all the wants of health and pleasure; 
that it will cost only half as much per acre, as the central site; that its 
noble forest trees will afford immediate enjoyment to the pent-up citizens 
of New York, an enjoyment which they have prayed for, and are willing 
to pay for. The Committee, by no means, desire to interpose a single 
objection to a larger and more central park, which ought to be estab- 
lished at an early day, and which they heartily recommend as a provision 
for the future. They think, however, that the present has some claims, 
and that the panting and crowded families of the less wealthy, whose 
children fill the bills of mortality, are entitled to ask, what has posterity 
done for us? Why should they be taxed now to plant groves, which 
seventy years hence may shelter those who come after them, when health 
and pure air, wafted from the breezy river, through simple shades, are 
within their present grasp ? 

In the words of Mr. William Curr, “ the chief advantages of Jones’ 
Woods is, that the trees are already planted, and its being available to 
the present generation at a small expense.” 


So carnest is the opposition to this measure on the part of some of the 
owners of the land to be taken, that your Committee would hesitate to 
urge it, from considerations of deference to those who see no such public 
necessity ina park, as would reconcile them to the loss of their land, if 
taken for a street, a railroad or reservoir ; when to this is added a weight 
of petition in favor of another locality as strong as that which prays for 
Tones’ Woods, it scems, perhaps, wisest to refer to the new city govern- 
iment of New York the choice of sites. 


‘Your Committee, impressed with the great deficiency of New York in’ 


public grounds, would recommend the purchase of both ; or, perhaps, the 
securing of bne, without delay, and the other at the option of the city. 


From a recent work on the parks, gardens, &c., of London and its 
suburbs, by Edward Kemp, 1801, it appears that the well known St. 
James Park, contains but 87 acres, and the Green Park, adjoining, and 
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separated only by a street, (the Mall) is an open area of 56 acres. Both 
together, they eover but 143 acres; less than Jones’ Woods, which occu- 
pies 136 acres. 


“Tondon,” says Kemp, “like most other large and populous towns, 
has gradually spread itself so completely over the open spaces which 
formerly surrounded it, that it is now, as respects the number of its 
inhabitants, by no means liberally supplied with breathing places, or the 
means of open air recreation. And this incroachment on its suburbs has 
been effected with such comparative slowness, and go silently, that it is 
only by the oceurrenee of modern epidemics, producing that attention to 
sanitary matters which forms such a prominent feature of the present 
age, that the necessity for good public parks has been duly recognized, 
and the insufficiency of those already existing, properly felt. Attention 
having, however, been awakened to the matter, the evil has already been 
in part remedied, and further provision for meeting the public wants is 
in process of being made, ‘There are also many open commons in the 

' vicinity of the metropolis which, as we shall afterward show, answer all 
the purposes of park 





Let us see how many acres of parks and commons are now open to the 
Londoner. Lying within London itself, there are— 

St. James’ Park 
Green Park 
Hyde Park 
Regent's ... 
Greenwich. 
Victoria 


87 acres. 











and at Lambeth, on the other side of the Thames, Battersea Park. 200 
acres. No mention is made of the “ squares” which resemble the Wash- 
ington or Union squares of New York, and are deemed too small for 
notice. Then ten miles from London, are Richmond Hill and park, 2,253 
acres; Windsor Park, divided into Little Park, 600 acres; Great Park, 
1,800 acres—2,300 ; and within one hour's ride by railroad, Close by 
the city, and stretching, says Kemp, in a kkind of chain, none of them 
being more than a mile apart, beginning with Kensington Common, a 
famous cricket ground, quite in London, are Clapham Common, Wads 
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worth Common, Tooting Common, Streatham Common, Mitcham Com- 
mon, Wimbleton Common alone containing about one thousand acres, 
Pultney Heath, Barnes’ Common, Hempstead Heath—comprising among 
them all several thousands of acres. ‘Then there are many public gar- 
dens, where, as in Kensington Gardens, beneath one immense and almost 
continuous mass of shade, the public may freely enjoy the most luxurious 
summer rambles. ‘They are admitted to 

Kensington Gardens, which at present cover nearly three hundred 
acres. 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, seventy-five acres. 

Kew pleasure grounds, one hundred and thirty acres. 

Horticultural Society's Garden, Chiswick. 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Regent's Park, eighteen acres. 

Chelsea Botanic Gardens. 

‘Temple Gardens, London. 

Hampton Court Gardens. 

Beulah Spa, Norwood, seven miles from London. 


Not including the numerous commons, more than seven thousand 
acres of park and garden open to the London public. ‘The eommons 
offer not less than four or five thousand acres more to the unrestricted 
use and abuse,tif it be possible, of the towns-people. How does this 
ample provision of breathing places for a population of 2,300,000, com- 
pare with New York? London gives to every 100,000, five hundred 
acres of public pleasure ground. New York, with over 600,000 inhab 
itants, has hardly one hundred acres, reckoning the Battery, City Hall 
Park, all the squares, and Mount Morris, to cke out the aggregate—six- 
teen acres to the hundred thousand of population. fe 





By sad want of forethought, akin to that simplicity, which constructed 
the rear of the City Hall toward Chambers street, of brown stone, be- 
cause that side being toward the country where it would never be seen, 
white marble would have been wasted, the noble Harlem Commons have 
been sold, block after block, until now hardly a fraction remains. ‘The 
rivers, it was supposed, were lungs enough. ‘The ferry boats, would 
carry people to the Hlysian ficlds, to the waste, unoccupied lands on the 
heights of Brooldyn, or possibly they might, for all ages, find solitude to 
ramble, unchecked by the vicinity of dwellings, over the hills of Staten 
Island. ‘The tide of population has, however, risen over all the shores 
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around the American metropolis. Our health-seeking. citizen’ is repelled 
by red bricks and garden palings at Hoboken, at Jersey City, at Quar- 
antine, at Stapleton, or at‘New Brighton, while Brooklyn, (herself 0 
Liverpool) has no vacant land for the recreation of her own people, We 
must, therefore, give now to New York a great park. Her growth, her 
wealth, her future demand it, and the present will probably be the last 
opportunity to give what she demands. 

The right of eminent domain, it has been held, is not a power to be 
delegated. Such, however, has not been the doctrine of the state of 
New York. The general railroad law, for instance, delegates this sov- 
reignty to any association who may form under its provisions, and permits 
persons not designated, to take lands not named or described. Nor is 
the public necessity made 2 condition; for, as in the case of the Mohawk 
Yalley Railroad, a line may be surveyed and recorded, and the land of 
the private owner seized upon, because the profits of a company may 
make it their interest to change their route for the convenience of a part 
of their business, 

Your Committee, therefore, feel that. they are advising no new or haz- 
ardous exercise of sovereignty on the part of the state, in recommending, 
should the Senate not pass the Assembly bill establishing Jones’ Wood 
asa park, the conferring upon the city corporation of New York, to be 
elected at the next election in November next, full power to determine, 
by commissioners, what lands they shall take, and by another set of com- 
missioners, to value and pay for the lands so chosen for a public park. 
‘The measure sent up by the Assembly is not a new one. An act similar 
to this bill became a law, in Jiily, 1851, but on account of some consti- 
tutional objections, Judge Edmonds declined to appoint commissioners of 
award and assessment to carry it into effeet. Good lawyers have held 
opposite opinions, and it was apparently with a view to give vitality to 
an existing statute, that the Assembly have passed the present bill. 

Willing to leave to those most interested, the choice between the con- 
flicting sites for public parks in the city of New York, which have been 
brought before the legislature, the Committee beg leave to submit some 
amendments, with which, in discharge of the duty imposed upon them by 
the Senate, they report the bill complete, and recommend its passage. 


JAMES W. BEEKMAN, 
HENRY E. BARTLETT. 





Ausany, June 21, 1853. 





DOCUMENT No. 6. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY 22, 1857. 


The following reportin relation to the Tax Levy for 1857, 
was received; referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and directed to be printed, and made the special order 
of business for Monday next, January 26th, 1857. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 


The Committee on Finance respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing estimate for tax levy of 1857, whichs estimate is 
based on that made by the Comptroller to the Common 
Council, under date of November 21st, 1856. 


Your Committee, in submitting this report, would state 
that they have given the subject referred as thorough an 
investigation as the time afforded them for the purpose 
would permit. 


They feel it necessary to observe, however, that as this 
examination would not, in the ordinary course of pro- 
ceeding, have come before your Board, but have been dis- 
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posed of by the Board of Councilmen for 1856, had not 
his Honor the Mayor placed his veto on the estimate, on 
the ground of the appropriation for the Central Park be- 
ing omitted, they have relied very much on the practical 
knowledge of the Comptroller, who had gone through 
all the items of detail with the previous Council; and 
your Committee, being impressed with the great necessity 
there exists for no longer delaying the appropriations for 
this year, have, as far as they could feel themselves just- 
fied in doing so, adopted the estimates of the Comptrol- 
Jer, as indorsed by the last Council; and having made 
such amendments therein as to them appeared indispensa- 
ble, they beg to submit the same, as embodied in the an- 
nexed schedule, for your approbation. 


They have expedited their labors on this investigation, 
under the belief that the public interest and the credit of 
the city would be best subserved by immediate action. 


We find, in the first instance, that sundry accounts 
were omitted by the Comptroller, in. making up his esti- 
mate, which your Committee deem proper to include in 
their report, viz. 


In the item of Donations, we propose to add $15,000, 
of which $6.000 is for arrears; and to “ Contingencies of 
Common Council,” $15,000; and to Mayor's office, $3,000. 
Also, in the ordinance for “ Lamps and Gas,” the Comp- 
troller acknowledged an omission of $6,750, which, being 
added by your Committee, will make the total amount of 
that ordinance, $421,490. 


We also find the item of $150 dollars, appropriated for 
the Asylum of Idiots, insufficient, and recommend that it 
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be increased to $240, that amount being fully required for 
the number of inmates. 


The Common Council haying already ordered the pav- 
ing of Maiden lane and Cortlandt strect, your Committee 
deem it necessary to make an appropriation for that pur- 
pose, to the amount of $125,000, for the account of “ Iron 
Pavement.” 


Your Committee find that a large sum is in arrear for 
Repairs of the Sidewalks, and recommend to be added, 
for that account, and for future repairs, $20,000. This 
should be added to the “ Trust Account,” inasmuch as the 
city is reimbursed therein. 





Your Committee also recommend an appropriation of 
$500 for * Hlection Expenses, fitting up polls,” &e. 


On suggestion of the Comptroller, we have also added. 
to appropriation for Real Hstate, $10,000. 





The“ Belgian pavement,” being much approved of by the 
citizens of New York, and it being very probable that 
you will order a large amount of that work to be done in 
1857, we recommend that $100,000 be inseried under that 
head, in the tax levy for this year. 


Under the head of Salaries, we have made an addition 
to the Comptroller’s estimate of $2,800, being for copying 
judgments in the Court of Common Pleas, and increase 
made by Common Council to salary of Clerk of Fire 
Wardens and City Inspector, and $350 of the account is 
for arrearages of 1856. 


Your Committee recommend that $12,000 of the appro. 
priation set apart for the “ Repairs to Public Buildings, 
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including new buildings and buildi for Fire Depart- 
ment,” be inserted for “ Reconstruction of Fifteenth Ward 
Station-house,” 
amount of $75,000, but appropriating $12,000 of said 
amount for a specific purpose. 





which will be allowing the original 


CENTRAL PARK. 

Your Committee have approached the question of an 
appropriation for the Central Park with a full sense of 
the importance of the subject. They are clearly of opin- 
ion that an appropriation is nee 
made the purciase of the ground, and bi 
to the interest of the purchase money, which amounts to 
an annual tax of 5,760, it would be unwise in the last 
degree to permit the grounds to remain any longer unim- 
proved. 





ary. ‘The city having 





ing now subject 











We have, therefore, examined with particular attention 
the estimates furnished us by the Commissioners of the 
Central Park, of “Amount required to pay employees and 
other incidental expenses up to 81st December, 1856,” 
aid “Estimate of Expenditures for the year commencing 
January 1st, 1857, in improving, rege 
Central Park.” ‘The first-mentioned estimate amounts to 
$29,546 47, and the second to $276,100, both of which es 
timates we annex to this report for reference. 











ing and grading 





We recommend an appropriation for the arrearages of 
1856 to the amount of $29,580 47; but in refercace to the 
disbursement of same, we request the attention of your 
Board to the terms of the second section of the ordinance 
under which the Commissioners are acting, which pro- 
vides that the amount of the compensation to the em- 
ployces shall be paid by the Common Council. 
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Having considered the opinion expressed by the Comp- 
troller, that “the cost. of improving the Park should be 
limited, if itis raised by tax, not exceeding $100,000 
in each year,” and having contrasted with that opinion 
the estimate furnished by the Commissioners for 1857, 
and carefully examined the items of the same, we have 
arrived at the opinion that an appropriation of $150,000 
should be made in the tay levy for 1857, for the account 
of the Central Park expenses. 





In view of the large expenditure required for this Cen- 
tral Park account, and the publie interest which centres 
in the question, your Committee would respectfully re- 
commend that a standing Committee of your Board should 
be appointed as a Central Park Committee, with full in- 
structions to cont 
tion s that may arise touching the same. 





with the Commissioners on all ques- 


CLEANING STR 





ETS. 








Your Committee have given this subject a very full ex- 
amination, and deem, in their judgment, the appropriation 
recommended by the Comptroller to be too large, and 
they recommend that instead of $250,000, the sum of 
$200,000 be appropriated for this purpose. In this con- 
nection it is desirable to remember that should the pur- 
poses of the public health require any further expenditure 
on this head, the Board of Health have the power of call- 
ing for the same. 


Your Committee are unanimously of opinion that, under 
acareful administration, the sum of $200,000 should be 
sufficient to meet all necessary expenses of this depart- 
ment. 
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WELLS AND PUMPS. 


We appropriate for this purpose $1,000, instead of 
$2,000 proposed, as we believe that, with the present facil- 
ities of procuring the Croton water, this sum should be 
suflicient. 


Under resolution approved October 7, 1851, space of 
forty fect in width, and extending through the middle of 
the Fourth avenue, from Thirty-fourth to Thirty-cighth 
street, was appropriated for the purpose of a public park 
or pleasure ground, and that the same be laid out, under 
direction of the Street Commissioner. The space above 
named is immediately over the tunnel. on the Fourth ave- 
nue, and needs immediate improvement. Your Commit- 
tee, accordingly, have inserted $30,000, which will be 
essential for the aforesaid’ purpose. 





The sum of $25,000 has also been added to the account 
of “Street Expenses and Paving,” making the total 
amount $100,000, which includes arrearages of 1856. This 
amount, in the opinion of your Committee, cannot be dis- 
pensed with. 


To the arrears of 1856, your Committee have added 
$19,462, for the regulating and grading of Fifty-third 
street, from Sixth avenue to Broadway. This amount 
was omitted in the communication submitted by the 
Comptroller. 


In conclusion, your Committee beg to observe that 
whilst they have felt most anxious to diminish, by every 
legitimate icans within their power, the grievous evils 
of the excessive taxation ofthe city, they feel themselves, 
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in the most material instances, powerless to accomplish 
that object. 


In the important instances of arrearages, and appropria- 
tions for educational purposes, and for the Alms-house, 
we cannot see that we could interfere without subjecting 
the city to further expenses. We judge it is more desira- 
ble to permit the several functions of the city government 
to be discharged, than to provoke contention with the 
heads of departments, which are not subject to the con- 
trol of your Board, 


T, JONES, Jr., 


HENRY SMITH, Committee 
W. H. BULTEEL, on 
F. I. A. BOOLE, Finance. 


PETER CRAWFORD, 
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AN ORDINANCE 


MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1857. 


The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New 
York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows: 
Sec. 1. The following amounts are hereby appropriated 

for the payment of claims on trust and special accounts, 

for the year from and including January 1, 1857, to and 

including December 31, 1857. 

Asylum for Idiots. 

Building Loan Stock, No. 3... 

Charges on Arrears of Taxes for Bureau of 
PAYERS. 10) <)annjaicichiad sicteiatentsatasiea «nists 5,000 00 

Charges on Arrears of Assessments for Bu- 
reau of Arrears 5,000 00 

Common Schools, for State (7 mill).. 385,805 37 

Do. owe for: City eis > iecisiele «eer 1,100,410 82 

Croton Aqueduct Department, for sewers, 
under the direction of the Croton Aque- 
duct Board......... 

Croton Aqueduct, for r: 
avenue 

Croton Aqueduct, for new re: 

Central Park, interest on debt. 

County Clerk’s Office. 

Court of Common Pleas..... 

City Inspector’s liens on lo 

Diamond Reef, blasting and removing, (reap- 


$240 00 
50,000 00 




































propriated) 20,600 00 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum 2,700 00: 
Fencing Vacant Lots.... 2,000 00. 
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$2,240 00 
20,000 00 


Institution for the Blind.. 
Interest on Assessments... 
Monument to Major-General Worth, (ceap! 

PEOPMiated) s/s /seielste wielsotelelel ste vv w'slelave 23,500 00 
New York Juvenile Asylum...,......-..- 40,000 00 
Paving Bowery and Chatham street, (reap- 

propriated)....se.. 
Public Education Stock 
Refunded on Assessment Sales 
























25,000 





Refunded on Ta: 5,000 00 
Repairs to sidewal 20,000 00 
Surrogate’s Office 12,570 00 
Superior Court. 6,600: 00 
Supreme Court 19,300 00 
Streets Opening 800,000: 00 
Streets Paving ++ 600,000 00 
State Mill Tax . 888,805 87 


Tenth avenue, working asa country road, re- 
appropriated ss... sivcars leeebeNeliaaels 18,000 00 
Redemption of Revenue Bonds. . 6 
Redemption of Assessment Bodde 
Wells and Pumps... 





2,000 00 


§2. The following amounts are hereby appropriated 
for the support of the City Government for the year, from 
and including Jan 1st, 1857, to and including Decem- 
ber 31st, 1857, viz: 





Alms-house. «$718,800 00 
Do., additional estimate to reimburse 
the treasury, for an advance on account. of 
arrears for 182 + 125,000 00 
Aqueduct, repairs and improvements. . 45,000 00 
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Belgian Pavement. 
Board of Mealth.. 
Central Park improvement. . 
Construction of 21st Ward Station-hou 
Contingencies Common Council 
Contingencies Mayor’s Office 
City Contingencies 
County Contingencies. 
City Inspector’s Department. 
Coroners’ Fe 
Common Council, 
Cleaning Streets, under contr: 

ment of Inspectors....-.++. . 
Docks and Piers, building and repairing, and 

cleaning aud dredging slips .......++006 
Donations: 
Election 
Election Expenses, fitting up polls. 
Errors and Delingnencies...... +s 
Fire Department, for repairs to apparatus. 
Fire Department—Steam fire engines 
Interest on Revenue Bonds 
Interest on Assessment Bond: 
Tntestate Estates 
Tron Pavement - 
Lamps and Gas . 
Lamps and Gas, Harlem district .......... 6 
Lands and Places, including arrears of 1856. 
Lands and Places, iron railing round Tomp- 

Akins SQUARE) lajasar0|oerer os stotnn ywaloiarnye cipher . 
Lands and Places, Fourth avenue, Parks be- 

tween —— and streets.......2.2066 
















rt, and pay- 




































. $100,000 00 


10,000 00 


- 150,000 00 


10,000 00 
15,000 00 
3,000 00 
80,000 00 
40,000 00 
8,950 00 
20,000 00 
31,488 00 


250,000 00 


175,000 00 
15,000 00 
20,000 00 
500 00 
5,000 00 
72,732 00 
19,500 00 
295,000 00 
75,000 00 
8,000 00 


++ 125,000 00 
+ 421,490 00 


35,000 00 
25,000 00 


25,000 00 


30,000 00 
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- Markets......... $7,000 00 
Mayoralty Fees.. 150 00 
Office ns eH Ces 5.) f55)<e e n\esesn mien . : 40,000 00 
Paving Bowery and Chatham eureet + 100,000 00 

« 825,500 00 

Police and Fire eleanaphs 15,680 00 

Printing .. 85,000 00 





Parapet wall, Fiftieth street, between Lexing- 
ton and Fourth avenues 







6,000 00 





Rents 30,000 00 
Real Estate 35,000 00 
Real Estate Expens .. 100,000 00 
Roads and Avenues, including arrearages of 

1856... cere ese e seer eece en ecerescees 75,000 00 





Roads and Avenues, grading Eighth avenue.. 40,000 00 
Repairs and Supplies, contracts not executed 11,544 00 
Re-construction of Fifteenth Ward Station- 


IROUSCsatoieie ayes ay siayatedolaGinsisjsieniysla*ininiaosiseu 12,000 00 
Repairs to publie buildings, including new 

buildings, and buildings for Fire { epart- 

AT Ose aepsinaja)mcekaseaa el stoh ape alwnayceincets he, eles 63,000 00 


Removing public buildings in opening streets 6,000 00 





















Supplies to public offices . 15,000 00 
Stationery. : 20,000 00 
Sewers, repairing and cleaning. 24,000 00 
Salaries + 412,500 00 
Sunken vessels, removing ...........+..... 2,000 00 
Street Expenses and Paving, including arrear- 

ARCS LOL TBH G staistoeyarsvnntais)oyssni ora) ayetisiecelaa's 100,000 00 
Society for Reformation of Juvenile Delin- 

quents 8,000 00 
Wells and Pumps, repairing. . 1,000 00 
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Water pipes and laying .........see+-++++. $91,300! 00 
Ward maps, and surveying, for Tax Commis- 

BIGME TS sie) ate lolol olelsteletefetersle(olerstsvcley> seve. 6000200 
Arrearages of 1856, pay of members C. ©... 6,000 00 
Arrearages of 1856, including grading Fifty- 

third street, and expenses Central Park... 451,832 47 








§ 8. It shall not be lawful for the several departments 
of the City Government, and those having charge of ex- 
penditures, to make contracts or incur expenditures 
authorized by the Common Council, to an amount exceed- 
ing the several appropriations made, unless an appropria- 
tion, sufficient to cover such excess, shall have been made 
by the Common Council. 


§ 4. All resolutions authorizing expenditures to be made 
hereafter, shall provide for the defraying of the same from 
the general appropriations for the year; but in case any 
special appropriation shall be made for any object of ex- 
penditure, under any of the several heads of account, the 
same shall be considered as forming a part of the several 
heads of account of the general appropriation. 


§5. The Comptroller is hereby authorized to borrow, 
from time to time, on the credit of the Corporation, in 
anticipation of ils revenue, and not to exeeed in amount 
to meet, 








such revenues, such sums as may be nece: 
penditures, under the appropriations for the current year, 





Resolved, That the Comptroller cause application to be 
made to the Legislature of the State of New York, for 
the passage of the accompanying act, to enable the Super- 
visors of the city and county of New York to raise nioney 
by tax: 


a | 
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AN ACT 


TO ENABLE THE SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF 
NEW YORK 70 RAISH MONBY BY TAX. 


§ 1. The Board of Supervisors of the city and county 
of New York are hereby empowered, as soon as conve= 
niently may be, after the passage of this act, to order and 
to cause to be raised by tax, on the estates, real and per- 
sonal, subject to taxation, according to law, a sum not 
exceeding $3,832,144, for the objects and purposes follow- 
ing, to wit: 






Alms-house + $843,800 00 






























Aqueduct, repairs and improvements. . 45,000 00 
Belgian Pavement, . 100,000 00 
Board of Health.. 10,000 00 
Central Park improvement... 150,000 00 
Construction of 2Ist Ward Station-house. 10,000 00 
Contingencies Common Council. 15,000 00 
Contingencies \ 's Office... 3,000 00 
City Contingenc 80,000 00 
County Contingencies 40,000 00 
City Inspector's Department. 8,950 00 
Coroners’ Fees. 20,000 00 
Common Council, pay of members - 81,488 00 
Cleaning Streets, under contract, and pay of 

Tnspectors . 250,000 00 
Docks and Piers, building and repairing, and 

cleaning and dredging slips.......... 4005 175,000 00 
Donations 15,000 00 
Election Expenses 20,000 00 





Blection Expenses, fitting up polls.......... 500 00 
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Errors and Delinquencies.......-..+++0+6 . $5,000 00 
Fire Department, for Chief Engineer 72,732 00 
Fire Department—Steam fire engines.. 19,500 00 
Interest on Revenue Bonds.. 295,000 00 
Interest on Assessment Bonds. 75,000 00 
Intestate Estates 3,000 00 
Tron Pavement. . 000 00 




















Lamps and Gas, Ha 5,000 00 
Lands and Places 25.000 00 
Lands and Places, Fourth Avenue parks... 80,000 00 





Lands and Places, iron railing round Tomp 




























king square 5,000 00 
Markets ....... 7,000 00 
Mayoralty Fees. . 150,000 00 
Officers’ Fees. ......0s0cceeesee are - 40,000 00 
Paving Bowery and Chatham street. 100,000 00 
Police and Fire Telegraph... 15,680 00 
Printing 85,000 00 
Parapet wall, Fiftieth street, between leetne: 

ton and Fourth avenues. 6,000 00 
Rents .. 30,000 00 
Real estate 85,000 00 
Real estate expenses 100,000 00 
Roads and avenues, 75,000 00 





Roads and avenues, ree Bighth ayenne. 40,000 00 
Repairs and Supplies..............000000. 11,544 00 
Repairs to public buildings, including new 

buildings and buildings for Fire Department 63,000 00 
Re-construction 15th Ward Station-house... 12,000 00 
Removing public buildings in opening streets 5,000 00 
Stationery sac. dycaseis +s sane oe cee eietilore + 20,000 00 
Supplies to public (OfLCES Cries sidfeiaies Boots ok, 15,000 00 
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Sewers, repairing and cleaning............ $24,000 00 
Salaries stane secre ewe! «» 412,500 00 








Sunken vessels, removing 
Street expen: 


seeee | 2,000. 00 
and paying, including arrear- 










ages of 185: 100,000 00 
Society for Reformation of Juvenile Delin- 

QUEMES jsio4i0 wiefo so. weit 8,000 00 
Wells and pumps, and repairing 1,000 00 





Water pipes and laying.....+..eeeeeeeeeee 91,800 00 
Ward maps and surveying for Tax Commis- 
BONER ee cee sia hima and eshte cape «..+ 6,000 00 


And for such other expenses as the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the city of New York may be put to by 
law; such portion of the expenses of the said city and 
county of New York, as relates to repairing, repaving and 
cleaning strects, in that part of the city lying south ofa 
line running through the centre of Forty-second street, 
shall be assessed only on that part of the said city lying 
south of the said line, 





And also, a further sum, not exceeding eight hundred 
and twenty-five thousand five hundred dollars ($825,500,) 
by tax on the estates, real and personal, subject to tax, 
ation, according to law, within the said city and county, 
and to be collected according to law, to be applied toward 
defraying the expenses of police in said city and county. 


And also, the further sum of four hundred and twenty- 
one thousand four hundred and ninety dollars ($421,490) 
by tax, on the estates, real and personal, subject to taxation, 
according to law, within that part of the city and county of 
New York, which is or may he designated by the Common 
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Council of the city of New York, by resolution or ordi- 
nance, as the lamp district, to be collected according to 
law, and applied toward the expense of lighting such part 
the city last mentioned. 


And also the further sum of four hundred and fifty-one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two dollars and forty- 
seven cents, ($451,872 47,) by tax on the estates, real and 
personal, subject to taxation, according to law, within the 
said city and county, to be collected according to law, 
and applied toward defraying the deficiency on taxation, 
in said city and county, for the year one thousand eight 











hundred and fifty-s 

§ 2. No portion of the said respective sums hereinbe- 
fore named, shall be expended or applied to any other 
purposes or objects than said objects and purposes, re- 
spectively, for which the Board of Supervisors of said 
city and county of New York are hereinbefore empowered 
to raise the same as aforesaid. 


§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately, 
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE CENTRAL Park. 


Estimate of amount required lo pay employees, and other inci- 
dental expenses, up to December 81st, 1856: 


One engineer-in-chief.......$2,500 per ann....$1,397 26 
One consulting engineer and 

landscape designer. 
Four surveyors..... 





2,500 per ann... ..$1,897F26 
. 1,500 “ 1... 8,836 92 










Four assistant surveyors.... 60 per mo.... 1,576 00 
Four second Sv aweg 40) NO Were SOR) 
Four axemen...... 45 “  ..., 1,180 00 
One computer and ver’ 100 “ .... 650 00 
One draftsman. GON ee aetciaee PLCORU Uy 





RO eT Teens BORO 
. 1,500 per ann. 


1,750 00 
> 1,200 © 700 00 
= 4,000. © 583 33 





S00 Mt aoe. TOSBESS| 
One secretary to Bo OO rere ZONOD) 
Office rent + 1200 “ .... 800 00 
Books, drawing paper, sta- 

LONELY, Ce ian vcecemcieet 350 00 
- Contingent expenses BO 1,000 00 
One captain police force £000) ©. 30) SBS8uR8 
Four sergeants 800 “ .... 1,866 67 
Twenty-six privates 700 “ ..!. 9,688 34 


$29,586 47 


Two messenger: 
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Estimate of expenditures for the year commencing January 
1, 1857, in improving, regulating and grading Central 
Park: 

Amount required to be expended under the 
estimates of the engineer-in-chief, (E. L. 

Viele, Esq.,) as per report to the Board of 
Commissioners, a copy of which is hereto 
annexed . 
Amount required to pay police force, couse 
ing of one captain at...... $1,000 per ann. 
four sergeants at.... §00' “ 
thirty privates at.. 700 $25,000 00 
Amount required to pay clerks, messengers, / 





$240,000 00 















&c_..Two clerks at....... $1,500 per ann. 
one“ 4 200 26 
one “ 1,000 bs 
two messengers at. 500 
one secretary to Board 1,200 . “ 7,400 00 
Books, stationery, &e 500 00 
Contingent expenses. 8,000 00 





76,100 00 
ns 
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Estimate of the amount required for active operations on the 
Central Park, for the year ending December 81, 1857: 


FOR WHAT PURPOSE REQUIRED. 


Examination and construction of drains.......- $20,000 
































Removal of interia! inclosures, (walls, &c)..... 5,000 

Removal of stones and other materials, deposited 
in extending streets and avenues ve ++» 10,000 
Removal of buildings............ : 5,000 
Cutting and removal of brushwood and briars... 5,000 
Cleaning the entire ground of useless roots, &e.. 10,000 
Repairing ground for nursery 5,000 
Manur BD + 10,000 
Trenching ground for sward.. . 15,000 
Purchase of 200,000 nursery trees. 80,000 
‘Transplanting forest trees. 10,000 
Shrubs and ornes. 10,000 
Leveling and preparing ground for parade 15,000 
Leveling and preparing cricket ground $5,000 
Excavating ponds.....sseseee.ee 10,000 
‘Temporary inclosures..........+ 10,000 
‘Construction of walls and bridges. 50,000 
‘Pay of employees, other than laborers......... 15,000 
$240,000 
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BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 16, 1857. 





The following report of the Committee on Markets, in 
relation to a communication from David Palmer, Pre- 
sident of the Dry Dock Company, asking for a hearing, 
before the Board of Aldermen should take final action 
in the matter of purchasing a market site on the East 
river side of the city, was received, laid on the table, 
and ordered to he printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





New Yorx, February 11, 1857. 
To the Hon. Board of Aldermen: 


GentLemen:—On the 3d of February I made a com- 
munication to your Honorable Board, a copy of which is 
herewith inclosed, proposing to sell a piece of property 
between Tenth and Eleventh streets, and Avenue D and 
the East river, giving the price, &c., and requesting its 
reference to a Committee of your Hon. Board, which was 
referred to the Committee on Markets. I desired in that 
communication to appear before that Committee, to make 
a more full description of the property, and its situation, 
with the additional advantages it was deriving from the 
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filling in now being completed, free of expense; and the 
object of this communication is toinform your Honorable 
Board that the undersigned has not had an opportunity 
to appear before that Committee, and, as he is informed 
by the Clerk, no meeting has taken place, and he sees, by 
the proceedings of Monday evening, the Committee on 
Markets reported adverse to the proposition, thus exclud- 
ing the undersigned from the opportunity of appearing 
before your Committee, . 

The report of the Board of Councilmen is entirely in 
error, as to the size of the land, and the accommodation 
ufforded in the water front; also, in the amount to be ex- 
pended to put it in the desired form, they are in error, 
amounting to over forty thousand dollars. 


Now, the undersigned submits to your Hon. Board, that 
in fairness he is entitled to a hearing, and that your Hon. 
Board will not take final action upon the purchase of a 
piece of ground, for the purposes of a market, until the 
undersigned can have an opportunity to appear before 
your Committee, or prepare aud present to your Board 
the detailed description of the location he offers, and to 
correct important errors in the report of the Board of 
Councilmen, now before your Hon. Board, by a statement 
of facts relating to the comparisons between this location 
and others, which the Committee have before them, which 
statements and facts are very important, to enable your 
Hon, Board to come to an intelligent action on this sub- 
ject, involving, as it does, a large expenditure of money 
by the city government. 

Very respectfully, 
D, PALMER, 
President New York Dry Dock Co. 
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The Committee on Markets, to whom was referred the 
annexed petition from D. Palmer, President of the Dry 
Dock Company, of February 11, 1857, would respectfully 


REPORT: 


That they have carefully considered the charges made, 
have heard the petitioner himself and by counsel, and 
propose, in this report, to answer those charges in detail, 
and again lay the whole matter fully before the Board. 


Your Committee would have felt themselves justified, 
from the imputations of the petitioner in his petition of 
the 3d of February, (repeated and enlarged upon in his 
petition of the 11th,) with simply reporting the errors and 

- misstatements coutained in them; but, as the subject is 
one of great interest to the city, involving a large ex- 
penditure of money, they have now, as always heretofore, 
courted, and given every opportunity for the widest and 
most thorough’ investigation possible. 


There are now before this Board, and printed in the - 
minutes of its proceedings, no less than five reports, in 
which are embodied al/ the essential facts relating to the 
purchase of a market site on the Hast river; and, although 
it is to be presumed, that every member of this Board has 
studied these reports, and is well advised upon the sub- 
ject, yet there appears to be with some an entire misap- 
prehension and ignorance of them. 


Your Committee are not surprised, that efforts should 
be made by some, under a pretence of protecting the in- 
terests of the city, to defeat all measures, however just 
and much required, which did not originate with them, or 
meet the schemes of their special friends; nor are they 
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surprised, when they see a portion of the public press, 
through some instrumentality, urging on these parties, by 
misrepresentation, misstatements and insinuations respect- 
ing the action of your Committee, atid a large majority of 
this Board. 


The wisdom of that provision in the charter, which re- 
quires all contracts with the city, involving an expendi- 
ture of over two hundred and fifty dollars, to be made 
after advertisement and proposals received under seal, 
and publicly opened, was never more clearly exemplified 
than in the case under examination. 





On the 16th of August, 1856, a resolution was ap- 
proved, directing the Comptroller to advertise for, from 
fifty-five to sixty-five lots of ground, of twenty-five feet 
front cach, with a water front on the Hast river, between 
Tenth and Twenty-fourth streets, for the use and purposes 
of a market. After such advertisement, the Comptroller 
reported, on the 12th of November, to the Common Coun- 
cil, for further action, the offers made him. F 


The Board will bear in mind, that your Committee were 
called to act upon these proposals, and that they were to 
select from them that property which should be most 
suitable for the purposés required, and at the least cost 
to the city. The location and dimensions of the property 
being fully described, and the price stated, at which it 
could be purchased. It was the duty of your Committee 
to examine, personally, each parcel, and elect which to 
take, or reject them all. 


Tt was to be presumed, that each person, in submitting 
his offer, would state every advantage his property pos- 
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sessed, and leave no information to be obtained by your 
Committee, beyond what they could gain by their own ex- 
amination. 


The New York Dry Dock Company, by D. Palmer, 
President, on the 6th of November last, presented, under 
seal, to the Comptroller, a proposal to sell, for the use and 
purposes of a market, the block of ground and water lots, 
between Tenth and Bleventh streets, Avenue D and the 
East river, subject to a ferry lease of part of the water 
lots, and water front, yielding a rent of four thousand 
five hundred dollars per acnum, for the sum of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 





From the 12th day of November, until the 3d of Decgm- 
ber, this proposal was under examination by the Commit- 
tee of the Board of Councilmen. From the 3d till the 

. 12th of December, the report of that Committee was fully 
and openly discussed by that Board, when it was adopted 
by a vote of thirty-seven to fifteen of the members present. 


The papers came to the Board of Aldermen on the suc- 
ceeding day, and were referred to their Committee, who 
held the same under examination until the 26th day of 
December, when they reported. For two succeeding meet- 
ings the whole subject was fully discussed, but no final 
action had. a 


On the organization of the present Common Council, 
the subject was again taken up, and all the papers therein 
referred to the Committee on Markets in the Board of 
Councilmen, who, on the 19th, made a full and detailed 
report, which, after discussion, was adopted on the 21st, 
by a vote of forty-six to eight. 
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The following day, this report, and papers annexed, 
were referred by this Board to your Committee, who, 
after much and careful examination of the properties — 
offered, concurred with the views expressed in the report 
of the Board of Councilmen, adopted their report, and 
submitted the same to this Board on the 2d day of Feb- 
ruary instant. 


These proceedings were all public, published in many, 
if not all of our numerous newspapers, and could not have 
escaped the notice of this petitioner. More than this; 
one of your Committee called the attention of the peti- 
tioner to the matter, and gave him full notice of the meet- 
ings of the Committee. With how much propriety, then, 
can he claim, that he has had no opportunity to urge the 
acceptance of his offer. 


The petition presented by D. Palmer, President of the * 
Dry Dock Company, on the 1ith of February, states, 
“that he presented a communication to this Board, pro- 
posing to sell the property between Tenth and Eleventh 
streets, Avenue D and the East. river, giving the price, 
and requesting a reference to a Committec of your Board, 
and which was referred to the Committee on Markets;” 
he-then states, “I desired, in that communication, to ap- 
pear before the Committee, to make a full description of 
the property, and its situation, with the additional ad- 
vantages to be derived from the filling in, now being com- 
pleted, free of expense.” 


The petition of the 3d of February, describes the prop- 
erty and expresses, the opinion of its suitableness, and 
“many advantages its location presented over any other,” 
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asking a reference to a Commitiee, (evidently intending 
some other than your Committee on Markets.) 


Your Committee were perfectly acquainted with the 
property, had examined into all the advantages it pos- 
sessed, believed themselves in duty bound, and, in the 
judgment of this Board, competent to determine of its 
suitableness; and,as between his offer and that of others, 
there was, in their judgment, no necessity for a mote full 
and minute explanation to be privately made by the Dry 
Dock Company, consequently, no necessity for calling the 
petitioner before them. 


They were well aware, that part of the lots inclosed by 
the bulkhead, were being filled in by the street carts of 
the city, at little expense to the petitioner, however much 
it may have been to the city. 


Your Committee did mect and consult together, agreed 
upon the form and substance of their report, which was 
drawn up, signed, and presented to this Board on the 9th 
instant. 


The petitioner, on the 3d of February, says: “ the un- 
dersigned would simply name a price at which he would 
sell at, and present with this a map of the property they 
offer,” which was, “the entire block on the map, except 
the ferry slip, designated by the black lines on said map, 
and is offered for one hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars.” 


The petitioner appears to have forgotten the require- 
ments of the charter; to be ignorant of the fact that this 
Board could originate no contracts involving the expen- 
diture of moncy; and that he had, on the sixth day of No- 
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vember, made a sealed proposal to sell this very property 
with the ferry slip and lease of the same, yielding the annual 
rent of forty-five hundred dollars for eight years, from the 
first of May next, for the sum of two hundred thousand 
dollars, 

But it is assented, that the offer at one hundred and 
seventy-five thousand dollars was a saving to the city, and 
a deduction from the first offer of the sum of twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 


Your Committee found, and the map presented with the 
petition shows, that one waLr of the water front from 
Tompkins street, and one THIRD of the eleven water lots 
mentioned as covered by this lease, paying forty-five hun- 
dred dollars per annum, were reserved by the petitioner for 
the twenty-five thousand dollars deducted. The Corporation 
of the city of New York have no difficulty in borrowing 
money at six per cent., and a standing regulation makes 
all commutation of leases at six per cent. Now it requires 
seventy-five thousand ‘dollars, at six per cent., to pay an 
income of forty-five hundred dollars. Thus, then, this im- 
proved and reduced offer of one hundred and seventy-five 
thousand dollars, fakes, for the twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars deducted, a principal, for eight years to come, of sev- 
enty-fiye thousand dollars, and forever, one half of the 
water front, and one third of the water lots. 

There was no necessity for “a more full and minute 
explanation” to be made on this point, nor was your Com- 
mittee disposed to give their sanction and support, to 
such an improved method of protecting the city treasury. 


The petitioner next charges misrepresentation on your 
Committee, in that he says: “The report of the Board of 
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Councilmen” (adopted by your Committee in their report 
of 2d of February,) “ is entirely in error as to the size of 
the land, and the accommodation afforded in the water 
front, also in the amount to be expended to put it in the 
desired form, they are in error, amounting to over forty 
thousand dollars.” 


The sealed proposal and map accompanying the petition 
shows, there is included between Avenue D and easterly 
side of the bulkhead, five hundred and twenty feet and eight 
inches on Tenth, and five hundred and twenty feet and 
eight inches on Eleventh street, which, divided into lots 
of twenty-five front each, as called for by the resolution and 
advertisement, makes just twenty full lots, and twenty 
feet and eight inches of another lot, on each street, toge- 

* ther, just forty-one lots, and a part of lot containing six 
teen feet and eight inches front. 


Your Committee states that, “ there isinclosed within a 
bulkhead not quite forty-two lots; nearly one half of which 
are yet under water, and now being filled up.” his fill- 

_ ing is now going on by the ash and garbage carts; and it 
was admitted by this petitioner, that it would require 
nearly thirty days yet, to complete the same. 


The water lots are stated by the petitioner in his offer 
and map, as follows: “ the water lots in front of the same, 
one hundred and forty-nine feet eight inches on one side, 
one hundred and twenty-four feet and four inches on the 
other side, by one hundred and eighty-nine inches, (being 
the width of the block.) We have here a frontage on the 
streets of two hundred and seventy-four feet, or just ten lots 
and twenty-four fect of unother lot. 
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Your Committee state, “the remaining part of the 
block offered, embraces but about eleven lots outside of the 
bulkhead, and is leased for eight years from the first of 
May next, to the Green Point Ferry Company; so that 
your Committee are critically correct, and are not “in 
error as to the size of the land, and the accommodation to 
be afforded in the water front ” 


Your Committee were bound to take the offers as they 
read: That of November 6th, does not include the water 
front beyond the west side of old Tompkins street, makes 
no mention of the water rights, or rights of wharfage in 
front; while the offer contained in the petition of 3d of 
February, expressly bounds the block ‘by the west line of 
old Tompkins street. 





It was well known to your Committee, that this peti- 
tioner was a constant and persevering applicant for the 
establishment of the exterior line by the Common Council 
in December last, and that such line abolished Tompkins 
street opposite this property, and extended Hast street 
some distance beyond; and, although your Committee 
simply reported that fact, and the information obtained 
by them from parties interested in the ferry lease, yet, 
they have no doubt, that had the offer of the Dry Dock 
Company been accepted, the deed to be delivered under 
it, would have embraced no more property, and no more 
rights, than are distinctly stated in the offers, and could 
be legally required under them. 


Your Committee say, “the filling in and bulkheading 
would not be less than from thirty-three to thirty-five 
thousand dollars, adding so much to the cost to the city,” 
and then assume the amount at thirty-three thousand dol. 


n 
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_ lars; this, your petitioner says, “is an error amounting 
to over forty thousand dollars.” 


Referring again to the map of the petitioner, it is found 
that to inclose the “about eleven water lots outside the 
bulkhead,” there will be required to be built on the north 
side, two hundred and six fect, and on the south side, 
three hundred and nine feet, together, five hundred and 
fifteen feet of solid bulkhead of ordinary size, in water 
and mud from twenty-four to twenty-six feet deep, which, 
estimated at four cents per cubic foot, amounts to 
ONCOL si aeye we 1 hse syet= 1s ates iatotevaiale; sisi Sei om SLO ReDU 
Also, two hundred and eighty feet of solid bulk- 

head on the front, at four and a half cents per 














cubic foot, amount to....-....--+ Eisen 12,500 
Together......... asiaenletoeteiccisteie See ae $25,750 
To fill up the space thus inclosed, would require 
fifty-six thousand five hundred yards of earth, 
at the low estimate of fifteen cents per yard, 
which amounts t0......cecesceneeseeeeenee, 8,525 
Mogether sine sen scfa seein ven = oi wantsinern SARIS: 


But which your Committee stated and estimated as add- 
ing to the cost of the property, at thirty-three thousand 
dollars. 


Yet, supposing the filling is to cost nothing to the city, 
you would still have the bulkhead to build, costing 
twenty-five thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars, (a 
price one fourth less than is now being paid,) it would be 
necessary to make the assertion of your petitioner true, 
that they were “in error” in this, “ amounting to over 
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forty thousand dollars,” to find some very generous per- 
son, who would not only expend, gratuitously, this twen- 
ty-five thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars, but pay 
the city seven thousand dollars, (the difference between 
thirty-three thousand dollars and forty thousand dollars,) 
for the privilege of doing so. 


Your petitioner has had an opportunity of correcting 
the “important errors” in the “report of the Board of 
Councilmen,” but your Committee are not aware of his 
making any, on the contrary, their correctness was ad- 
mitted by him. 


“The only “important” fact of which your Committee 
was advised. not previously within their knowledge was, 
“that the ferry lease” terminated at and from the time 
Mangin street (which ends at Tenth street,) or Tompkins 
street, (now abolished above Houston street,) should be 
opened and made through, or in front of this property; 
and might possibly be purchased of the lessees; also, that 
in the opinion of this petitioner, the title of Mr. Lowber 
was imperfect. 


The “ comparison” your petitioner was so desirous of 
making, to enable you to come to an intelligent action en 
the subject, was, that at Tenth street there was a ferry, 
‘the street was paved and not near a gas house. 


Your Committee cannot believe that the new light 
given them as to the ferry lease, is of any importance; 
there is no probability of Mangin or Tompkins street, at 
that point, ever being continued er made up, and no in- 
tention on the part of the lessees to sell and give up the 
same, “unless for a large consideration;” and, as under- 
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stood by your Committee, they would not give it up 
at all. 


Your Committee are satisfied Mr. Lowber can give a 
good title to his property—have drawn the resolutions so 
as to fully protect the city in that respect, and consider 
this attempt to question his title, not only an improper 
interference of the petitioner, but a question belonging 
wholly to the legal officers of the Corporation. 


Your Committee would now submit a comparison of 
the property selected with that of the Dry Dock Com- 


pany. 


Mr. Lowber offers sixty-seven and a half lots.of 
twenty-five’ feet front each, and two hundred 
and sixty-seven feet of new bulkhead, with the 
water rights in front, for....,.....++ ++++..$196,000 


’The Dry Dock Company offer forty-two lots and 
eleven water lots for........ sae ee eess on = $200,000, 
Subject to a ferry lease for eight’ years, from Ist May 
next. 


‘The lots of Mr. Lowber, are all made up and ready for 
use to-day, and are not, nor is his water front incumbered, 
in any way. 

The Dry Dock Company have only forty-two lots, 
which could be built upon. 


‘The remaining eleven lots could not be made up in one 
or two, years (even if the ferry lease was extinguished’ 
. without cost to the city,) of which there is no proba- 

bility. 
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The property of Mr. Lowber is not affected by the gas 
works, and is much more desirable in location than that 
of the Dry Dock Company, surrounded as it is, on three 
sides, by large foundries. 


The objections made on account of the gas works are 
found to be without truth, while the objectionable nature 
of the foundries is admitted by all. 


The location of Mr. Lowber’s property is more central 
and better adapted for a large market, has provided ad- 
joining ample room for ferries, which will be nearer and 
more direct to Green Point and Flushing, and which 
ferries would be permanent in their location. 


The ferry at Tenth street is admitted to be only tem- 
porarily located there, and would remove above, as soon 
as the present lease expires. 


Were the amount of lots the same, and each property 
in the same condition as to availability for present use, the 
property of Mr. Lowber, “for the use and purposes of a 
market,” is worth more per lot than that of the Dry Dock 
Company. 

Butassuming that the offer of the Dry Dock Company, in 
their petition of the 3d of February to sell for one hundred 
and seventy-five thousand dollars, is a cheap and desirable 
one, and supposing the water front was entirely unob- 
structed and available, and the whole property as free 
from objections as the property of Mr. Lowber; the sixty- 
seven aud a half lots offered by him would, at the same 
rate, amount to the sum of two hundred and eighty-one 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, instead of one 
hundred and ninety-six thousand dollars, as offered. 
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Your Committee, therefore, recommend that the peti- 
tion of David Palmer, President of the Dry Dock Com- 
pany, be laid upon the table, and that this Board concur 
with the action of the Board of Councilmen, as recom- 
mended by this Committee in their report presented to 
this Board on the second day of February, 1857, to wit. 


JAS. R. STEERS, 2 Committce on 
HIRAM CORWIN,$ Markets. 
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BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY 18, 1857. 


The following message ‘in relation to the finances of the 
city, permanent city debt, funded debt, &c., was received 
from his Honor the Mayor, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 


Mayor's Orrice, 
New York, February 18, 1857. 
Gente 





I return you my thanks for the prompt considera- 
tion of the recommendation made by me in the communi- 
cation of the 5th ultimo. The alacrity and unanimity with 
which the reforms suggested with reference to a new city 
charter, were carried into practical effect, by the adoption 
of a proper project, are evidences of your knowledge of 
the subject, as well as of your appreciation of the general 
sentiment of the people with reference to it. 


I can but expect that the legislature will give to your 
proposition such respectful consideration as its import- 
ance, and the source from which it originates, entitle 
it to receive. 
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Tt appears to me that a form of charter which has ob- 
tained the approval of nearly every member of the two 
Boards of the Common Council, and has. been sanctioned 
by the Mayor, should receive the concurrence of the legis- 
lature with little hesitation. It is safe for that Body to 
assume’ that the constituted municipal authorities of the 
people to be affected by the organic law, can be, and hence 
should be, entrusted with its construction. If these are 
either ignorant or unmindful of the true interests of those 
they represent, and to whom they are responsible, it is not 
to be supposed that legislators, who can not claim superior 
information or the possession of superior intelligence, and 
who acknowledge no accountability to us for their official 
acts, are better qualified; or more competent, to determine 
a matter of this character. Therefore, we have a right to 
conclude that the charter submitted by us will be adopted, 
not only on the ground of our own better acquaintance 
with the practical wants of the city, and of the defects in 
the present charters, but upon the simple American Re- 
publican maxim, that our community has the right to select 
its own form of municipal government, so long as it is not 
repugnant to the constitution of the United States or of 





* the state of New York. 


With these views, so obviously correct, 1 am forced to 
conclude that the several schemes relative to) this city, al- 
ready presented to the legislature, and others in contem- 
plation, equally obnoxious, cannot receive the endorsement 
of that Body. It will be, indeed, not only an unfriendly 
omission not to pass the form of charter we have presented, 
but a positive infraction of our inherent rights, to force 
upon us anotlier which in its provisions is abhorrent to our 
pride adverse to our well-being and good government, and 
an insult to our own intelligence. 





ee (Doc. No. 8. 





‘Public Finances, 


I regret that no improvement has been manifested either 
in the management of this important department) of the 
city government, or in the general aspect of our fiscal af- 
fairs. The same reckless expenditure and loose manner of | 
keeping and arranging accounts continue. Hach depart- 
ment, with probably but one or two exceptions, conducts 
this part of its duties in a manner peculiarly its own ; with- 
out, apparently, sufficient inclination or power; in any 
quarter, to adopt a general and uniform system of reform. 
T can but think, however, that much power rests in the 
Finance Department, over this whole subject ; but it must 
be impartially exercised. There should be no rule applied 
to one department and not to the rest. Laws and regu 
lations for the control and management of public business 
are intended to be operative, equally, upon all, and not 
to be the instruments of oppression in some cases, and of 
indulgence in others. It is true that where the head of 
a department, or of a bureau, has, by gross neglect, or ap- 
parent corruption in the discharge of his duties, so con-. 
ducted its affairs as to create suspicion, the rules of the 
Finance Department should be applied with stringency and 
cirenmspection ; but there can be no reason why this course 
should not be applied to all, whether suspected or not. Tt 
is unquestionably right that the expenditure of every dol- 
Jar should be closely scrutinized, and in all cases satis- 
factory vouchers, and the unquestionable authority of law 
required, before payment is made. It will not do to say 
that because a particular department has the reputation of 
being honestly and correctly managed, it is to be permitted 
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to incur liabilities, or to expend money, without the same 
check, and the application of the same rule which is applied 
to the worst managed. To act otherwise is impolitic, un- 
fair, and produces dissatisfaction and want of harmony, 
which is indispensable in the proper management of the 
public business of a great city like New York. 


Another practice in vogue in the Finance Department, 
which is not only a violation of law, but exceedingly detri- 
mental to the interests of the Corporation, as well as to 
the rights of individuals, is that of drawing from the several 
appropriations sums not comprehended within those origi- 
nally specified ; or in other words, of devoting to one 
object moneys appropriated for another. This is not un- 
common, and leads to many disappointments. Thus, the 
Police Department almost invariably finds its appropria- 
tion for salaries exhausted, and the policemen deprived 
of their pay long before the expiration of the year for 
which it has been appropriated. This would seem impos- 
sible, when it is recollected that full pay for every man, at 
the stated salary, is placed to the account of salaries for 
this department, and no deduction is made, in the estimate, 
for vacancies, suspensions from pay, or loss of time by sick- 
ness—cases in which no pay is allowed ; and yet the ap- 
propriation is exhausted long before the expiration of the 
year, although large amounts, from these causes, are not 
required, and are not drawn for. Of course a portion of 
the appropriated amount must have been drawn upon to 
meet other objects, it may be, far less deserving or urgent 
than the policemen’s pay. In 1856 eight hundred and twenty- 
five thousand five hundred dollars were placed in the tax levy, 
for salaries of the Police Department, but without any autho- 
rity or necessity there were paid from it over twenty thou- 
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. in no way connected with 
vinally 


sand dollars for other objects 
the purpose for which the appropriation was or 
made. 





It is with reluctance that reference is made to the ap- 
parent errors in the administration of this department, but 
in pursuance of the high and responsible duties which 
devolve upon me as Mayor, I do not feel at liberty to omit 
censure in any case where it properly belongs. I do not 
charge intended wrong upon the aged gentleman who con- 
duets our fiscal affairs; but I do say that the details of the 
business of his office are loosely and negligently conducted, 
and that there is no department in which reform can be 
introduced with more profit and advantage to the public. 
The order, system, and positive compliance with stringent 
rules and fixed principles, which should guide its multi- 
farious and complicated duties, are wanting ; and in its 
place we have uncertainty—dependence upon the caprice or 
will of several individuals, and a confused, unsatisfactory 
and heterogenous laxity, as detrimental to the public inter- 
ests, as it is repulsive and disagreeable to persons whose 
business carries them to that department. The internal 
affairs of an office which keeps the accounts and conducts 
the expenditure of so large an amount as this does, should 
be conducted with as much decorum and order as the 
largest banking institution in the country. 
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PERMANENT CITY DEBT. 
Redeemable from the Sinking Fund, January Ist, 1857. 


5 por cent. Water Stock. -redeomable Jan. Ist, 1858.. $3,000,000 00 





By « te “ Jan, Ist, 1860.. 2,500,000 00 
pee cc Cc Nov. Ist, 1870.. 3,000,000 00 
Bia? « i July 12th, 1875.. 255,600 00 
sere «(New Reservoir) Ost. Ist, 1875.. 29,100 00 
Sint ae r Nov. Ist, 1830.. 2,147,000 00 
5&6" — Croton Water Stock, <e Feb. Ist, 1890.. 1,000,000 00 
7 “Water Loan, « Feb. Ist, 1857.. 990,48 00 
5 “Fire Indemnity Stock, May 10th, 1868.. 402,768 00 
5 Building Lown“ No.3, * Noy. Ist, 1870.. 75,000 00 
ee « «No.4, Nov. Ist, 1873.. 115,000 00 
5 “ Central Park Fund Stock, “ July Ist, 1898.. 715,200 00 


Total amount Jan. 1st, 1857... adie ++ $14,280,156 00 
Amount of Corporation Stocks held by the Commissioners of tho 
‘Sinking Fund on acot. of Redemption of City Debt.$4,525,478 00 
Revenue Bonds... 417,000 00 
Bonds and Mortgages............+ 925,716 29— 5,8 


















Actual amount of Permanent Debt, Jan. Ist, 1857... 





Decrease, as compared with the amount Jan. 1856, 841,210 45. 











FUNDED DEBT. 
Redeemable from Taxation, January lst, 1857. 
5.por.cant. Public Building Stock, payable 1561 to 1865.......... $600,000 00 
5 Stock for Docks und Slips, ‘ 1867 to 1876. + 500,000 00 
5 “ Public Eduention Stook, “  1878...-..-+- 





+ 154,000 00 





‘Total amount of Funded Debt, payable from taxation, 

Jan, Ist, 1867... $1,154,000 00 
—— 
Decrease, a8 compared with the amount Jan, Ist, 1856, $50,000. 








Foxven Dent, Releemab'e fron Central Park Assessments, January 1st, 1857. 


6 yer cent, Contral Park Aeroz mort Fund Stook, payable in 1859. .$1,600,000 CO 
— 
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Pighting the Oi Vamps. 


On the 28th February, 1854,an agreement was entered 
into between Henry Arcularius, Jr., Commissioner of 
Strects and Lamps, on the part of the Corporation, and 
Smith D. Bellows, for himself, for the lighting, trimming 
and keeping clean the public oil lamps, in the city of New 
York, and to furnish the necessary oil and other materials 
for lighting the same, and also for the Fire Department, 
markets, prisons, station-houses and other public places; the 
best quality of sperm oil in spring, summer and fall, was to 
be furnished, and in winter, the best of winter train oil, for 
the sum of fifty two thousand and seven hundred dollars, 
($52,700) per year, payable monthly, This contract was made 
for one year, from the 8th of March 1854, and hence expired 
on the 8th of March, 1855. It has not been renewed or ad- 
yertised, but has been continued from that time to the present, 
the Comptroller haying paid four thousand three hundred 
and ninety-one dollars and eighty-one cents, per month, to 
Smith D. Bellows, Jr., the contractor. The bonds of Mr. 
Bellows were never executed, and therefore, admitting the 
contract to be binding on the city, it was not so on the con- 
tractor, and might not have been fulfilled if it should have 
proven disadvantageous. It is only necessary, however, for 
my purpose to state the fact that this contract has been con- 
tinued till the present time and the money regularly paid, 
although there is a reduction of about three-fourths of the 
number of lamps to be lit and oil to be supplied. 








When the agreement was originally made there were, in 
the whole city, about six thousand oil lamps to be cleaned, 
lit and supplied with the best of oil, and the sum allowed, 
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viz., fifty-two thousand seven hundred dollars per year, was 
considered an extravagant allowance; in fact, at least 
twenty per cent. above a fair equivalent for the service; but 
almost every month since the gas companies have been lay- 
ing mains, placing lamp posts and lamps and supplying gas, 
until, instead of six thousand public oil lamps, we have now 
but two thousand two hundred and twenty-four altogether, 
and only about two thirds of them are supplied with lamps. 
The engine houses, markets and other public buildings are 
altogether supplied with gas, and no oil whatever is used; 
but the Comptroller has continued to draw his warrant for 
four thousand three hundred and ninety-one dollars and 
cents per month, in favor of Smith D. Bellows, 
s of the contract made in 1854, when more than 
four times the present service and equivalent were rendered 
by the contractor. Admitting the validity of this contract 
until March 8th, 1855, it can have no obligation upon the 
city; since and instead of fifty-two thousand seven hundred 
dollars for each of the two intervening years, which have 
been paid to Mr. Bellows by the Comptroller, making a total 
of one hundred and five thousand and four hundred dollars, 
itis well known by every citizen conversant with the subject 
that twenty thousand dollars would have been a sufficient 
compensation for the oil and labor furnished. But this is 
not all, for notwithstanding this unauthorized outlay of the 
public money, without an equivalent, every citizen, living 
within the oil lamp district, is aware of the almost entire 
absence of light in that vicinity at any time. It is safe to 
say, that out of the fifteen hundred lamps which Mr. 
Bellows assumes to light, not one third of them are ever 
touched, and on a moonlight night, constructively so or 
otherwise, he deems himself entirely exempt from lighting 
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at all. The citizens of the upper wards, where the gas 
Tamps have not yet been introduced, complain, and, as L 
know by experience, for good cause, of the want of light. 

. It is bad enough to pay such enormous sums for even a 
small part of what was originally contracted for, but beyond 
endurance to receive nothing at all in return. In my judg- 
ment, Mr. Bellows has been over paid a very large sum, and 
the city has a valid claim against him for restitution; how- 
ever this may be, let me urge you to immediate action in the 
premises, that the public as well as the private interests of 
individuals in the upper districts may be protected. The 
latter are now subject to an additional tax upon their real 
estate, in consequence of its being within what is called the 
“Lamp District,” but so far as benefit to it is concerned, in 
consequence, it might as well be inKamtschatka. This sub- 
ject is of paramount importance, and let me respectfully ask 
your early attention to it. 
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Relief to Brondtoay. 


Tt appears to be little better than a waste of time to re- 
vive this grave subject. It has employed the thoughts of 
more than one of my predecessors, and has been made the 
topic of special communications to previous Common Coun- 
cils by myself. But, conscious of the necessity of some 
immediate and effective relief to this great thoroughfare, T 
am compelled to make another effort toward the accom- 
plishment of so desirable an object. 





The suggestion of making a parallel avenue, contiguous 
to, and in the immediate vicinity of Broadway, by which to 
draw off a portion of travel, is entitled to some considera- 
tion, as it would, no doubt, decrease the obstructions in that 
street to some extent; but, in my opinion, fashion, and the 
character of our people, with the world-wide reputation of 
Broadway would still make it the great boulevard of New 
York, fo which “all the world” will wend its way, There- 
fore, even if a parallel street should be opened, some addi- 
tional action is required in improving Broadway itself. 


There have been many propositions by which to accom- 
plish this, some of which have been feasible, but attended 
with great expense; whilst others have been good in theory, 
but entirely impracticable. 


Upon an examination of the whole subject, I am satisfied 
that the least costly and most effectual relief will be obtain- 
ed by widening the carriage-way. This, I suggest, in a 
way which though novel, is yet easy and economical. The 
sidewalks cannot be much diminished, if at all, but ad- 
ditional width can be obtained at a comparatively small 
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cost, by withdrawing the permission granted to the owners 
of property to occupy a portion of the highway with areas, 
steps, porticoes, &c. By removing all obstructions, of these 
or any other kinds, and flagging the sidewalks flush up to 
the line of the street, even with the houses, an average of 
upward of six feet would be gained on either side of the 
street—the curbs could then be set that distance further 
from the centre of the street, and thus give twelve feet ad- 
ditional width. This increase will be equal to one fifth of 
the present width, and will be a greater relief, in practice, 
thin would seem apparent in statement. The cost of this 
improvement has the merit of economy. Ifthe Common 
Council have the right to rescind any action of their prede- 
cessors, by which the owners of the lots on Broadway and 
other streets have been permitted to place these unsightly 
obstructions on the sidewalk—a part of the highway sup- 
posed to be devoted to the publie—very little outlay would 
be required; but, if additional legislation, or judicial action, 
be necessary, it appears to me there can be little difficulty 
in obtaining it. If the private owners of property on 
Broadway have acquired any right to use or incumber 
the public property for which they are entitled to compen- 
sation, it can amount to but a nominal damage beyond the 
expense of removing the obstructions, and in some cases, 
altering their buildings to accommodate them to the absence 
of projecting steps, &c. With respect to a very large num- 
ber of these buildings, the expense of this alteration would 
be trifling. There are about eight hundred and fifty build- 
ings on Broadway; from the Battery to the Union park, and 
estimating the cost of this improvement at two hundred dol- 
Jars per house, the whole expense will be but one hundred 
and seventy thousand dollars. 
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All other incumbrances should also be removed, and the 
power to do so, should be placed in the Mayor's office. 
Standing, swinging or projecting signs, should not be tol- 
erated, and the awning-posts and lamp-posts could be dis- 
pensed with, by substituting iron projections from the houses. 
T hope you will at once take up this subject, and give it the 
consideration to which its importance so fully entitles it. 

The condition of the Russ pavement is also a subject of 
frequent complaint; this pavement should be grooved or 
removed altogether. The iron pavement opposite the Post 
office, in Nassau street, meets general public approval, and 
I suggest that it be considered whether it would not be ad- 
vantageously laid on Broadway. 
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Crystal Palace, 


RESERVOIR SQUARE. 





Tcall your attention to the expiration of the term for 
which the Crystal Palace Company were to have the occu- 
panecy of the Reservoir Square for the purposes of an 
industrial exhibition of all nations. This lease was made 
by the Corporation, on the 23d of March 1852, with Edward 
Riddel, for the term of five years, from 3d January, 1852, 
at the rent of one dollar per year, and it was covenanted 
that said Riddle, or his assignees, should “quit and sur- 
render the premises in as good state and condition as 
reasonable use and wear thereby, would permit, damages 
by the elements excepted.” By the expiration, on the 8d 
ult., of the period for which this lease was made, it would 
seem to be the duty of the Corporation to re-enter and take 
possession. Whether the building has become the property 
of the Corporation, by the conditions of the lease, or 
whether it is the duty of the representatives of the lessee 
to remove the Crystal Palace forthwith, or whether that 
building could be advantageously appropriated to public 
purposes, are questions I submit to your consideration. It 
is very certain that action should be taken, without delay, 
as not only the interests of the Corporation, but of those 
who own building lots in the vicinity, (which were pur- 
chased of the city, upon the assurance that Reservoir Square 
should be kept open and improyed as a public park,) 
demand that some speedy and permanent disposition should 
be made of the subject, doing justice to all parties. 
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Redistricting the Cito. 

The Election Districts require material alteration. At 
the late election in this city, many citizens were excluded 
from the exercise of the elective franchise, in consequence 
of the expiration of the time limited by law for that pur- 
pose, before they could reach the inspectors, though hay- 
ing waited several’ hours for that purpose. The great 
addition to the population of the city since the present 
districts were made, has increased the number of voters 
to such an extent as to render it almost impossible to 
take all within one day in every district as now formed. 
At the last election this evil was so grievous, and 
operated so extensively, as to cause very general com- 
plaint. There can be no question that every obstacle to 
the voter should be removed. his first and dearest right 
of the citizen should be as free and. unrestricted as any 
other gift which God and nature have imparted to maf for 
his protection and welfare, and it is the duty of the public 
authorities to remove any hindrance, and give every aid in 
its free and full exercise. I therefore recommend that 
measures be taken for the entire redistricting of the city, 
so as to place not over five hundred voters in each, the 
number originally designed. 
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Hew City Hall. 


It is three years since the subject of erecting a new City 
Hall was agitated; the old Alms-house buildings on Cham- 
bers street, which had been for several years used for public 
purposes were about that time destroyed by fire, and the 
necessity for more room, not only for court but for muni- 
cipal uses, became so apparent that it was resolved to build 
anew City Hall. 


The only attempt made by the Common Council for this 
purpose appears to have been confined to the adoption of 
the plans. These failing to meet my approval, no further 
steps havé been taken. Whatever differences there may be, 
as to size, order of architecture, location or character of 
the proposed hall, there appears’ to be no difference as to 
its necessity. ¥ 


This is conceded, and I think the public, whose property 
is to pay the expense, have resolved to submit to any reason- 
able outlay in its construction, provited the money be spent 
judiciously and honestly, and not squandered or pilfered. 


Bat no little embarrassment: has been caused in the dis- 
cussion of this question, by the belief that the cld Park, 
where the present City Hall stands, is too far “down town” 
for the location of the building to suit the present genera- 
tion, much less the many who are to follow us, and indeed 
by whom after all, the new hall will be most required. It 
is contended, and with much force, that a public building of 
this character, to which the population of all classes are 
obliged to resort, should be placed where it will be equally 
accessible; that even at this early day there is doubt as to 
the propriety of the present location on this account. There 
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can be no question, that in a few years, the resident popu- 
lation will be removed so much higher up that the time and 
expense of getting to the present site would bear oppres- 
sively upon all classes of citizens, but more especially the 
poor. To this objection it may be answered, that as the 
merchants furnish the great bulk of the litigation the 
coarts should not be removed further from them; that since 
as suitors, witnesses and jurors, they form the principal 
isitors to the courts, they should not be taken so far from 
their places of business at an hour when time is valuable. 
There is force in this objection to the removal of the courts 
up town, which I am disposed to respect, and think that not 
only the merchant but the public interest, will be subserved 
by leaving them where they now are. But the same reason- 
ing which would leave the court rooms in their present 
location will necessarily carry the offices for all the muni- 
cipal departments, nearer in the centre of the island; be- 
cause, if the merchants almost altogether use the former, so 
do the sovereign people use the latter; and itis but fair that 
equal accommodations should be granted to all citizens; 
therefore, I recommend thatthe present City Hall and other 
public buildings in the Park, belonging to the Corporation, 
be fitted up exclusively for the use of the courts, and that a 
new City Hall, of moderate size and pretensions, be forth- 
with erected in Madison Park, for the exclusive use of the 
Corporation, in its legislative and executive departments. 























The expense_of converting the present City Hall into 
large and suitable court-rooms, and of rendering these 
apartments, in all respects, well adapted, as respects light, 
ventilation and acoustics, will be trifling. These, with the 
other buildings upon Chambers street, already well adapted, 
would, no doubt, furnish ample accommodations. By this 
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arrangement the judges, lawyers, juries, and others would 
be well served, and an enormous outlay of money spared, 
which, according to the extensive and costly plans sug- 
gested, would be expended. 


In Madison Park, a large, plain and substantial building 
could be erected for municipal purposes. The whole city 
government could be condueted and concentrated under 
one roof. The Common Council chambers and the several 
Executive departments being arranged in proper and suita- 
ble order, which, with an extensive gallery, in which to ex- 
hibit the paintings and other mementoes, and to be adapted 
for use upon public occasions, would, altogether, form a 
useful, grand and imposing structure, without ostentatious 
display, and without unnecessary extravagance. 


Thus the public necessities would be satisfied, and all 


. classes accommodated, with a saving to the treasury of at 


least a million of dollars. I present these views for your 
consideration, fully convinced, after mature deliberation, 
that they are the best that can be adopted. 


The opinion before expressed by me, that the plans and 
the general superintendence of the new buildings should be 
intrusted to a competent commission, is still entertained. 
This is the proper course to be pursued, so as to insure 
economy and intelligent action. A commission, composed 
of five persons, of well known integrity, capacity, and 
practical knowledge, who may undertake the duty, wita or 
without compensation, will, I am confident, not only save a 
considerable sum in the expense, but will satisfy the public 
wishes and meet the public expectation. 





Doe. No. 8.) 18 


Gity Bailconds and their Management, 

It sometimes occurs that incorporated companies become 
more powerful than the laws or the authority of those who 
execute them. It is feared that some of the companies 
owning and conducting the city railroads, have reached this 
high degree of assumption. Complaints are made at this 
office, from day to day, charging them with the violation of 
the rights of the citizen, and with breach of the covenants 
contained in their grants, which, if true, demand speedy 
and effective correction. The most frequent complaint 
arises from the common practice of taking every person as 
passenger who offers, whether there is any room for him or 
not, paying no regard to the convenience or accommodation 
of those already seated. This practice is indulged in by 
the companies, from a niggardly spirit of economy in the 
saving of cars and animals. If sufficient cars were placed 
upon the several roads, all could be accommodated, and 
no complaint, from this cause, could arise. I recommend 
that an ordinance be passed, which shall limit the num- 
ber of persons to be carried in each car, and subject the 
companies to a penalty, of at least five dollars, for every 
additional passenger, giving half the amount to the in- 
former, and clothing the Mayor with summary power in 
the premises. ‘To make the offence a misdemeanor, would 
be even a more effectual preventive, provided the magis- 
trates, grand jurors and judges fearlessly and promptly 
performed their duties. But these evils, serious as they 
are to individuals and the public at large, are not the 
only ones complained of. The Harlem Railroad Company, 
which derived its power to lay tracks through certain 
streets, and to carry city passengers, by a grant made 
in 1831, containing exceedingly favorable provisions, has 








19 (Doe. No. 8. 





repeatedly violated, not only the terms and conditions 
of this grant, but. subsequent ordinances of the Common 
Council. Indeed, at no time, has it been found keeping 
faith with the Corporation, nor has it appeared to appreci- 
ate the liberality and indulgence of the authorities to- 
ward it. 


On the 27th December, 1854, the Common Council pass- 
ed, and the Mayor approved, a resolution that in eighteen 
months thereafter, this company, and the New Haven Com- 
pany, should cease to run locomotives or steam cars on their 
track below Forty-second street; and though it was sup- 
posed that this liberal latitude of time in which to remove 
their works and buildings would: be sufficient to insure 
compliance, no change has-been made to this day ; and so 
far as I know, there is no effort apparent to make any, 
Other violations of law, in the vicinity of the depots of 
these companies, have taken place, but I confess my ina- 
bility to prevent them. Under the charter I find no power 
vested in this office to execute the laws against powerful 
combinations, who can command the services of able law- 
yers and skillful politicians. 

The Highth Avenue Company, also, refuse to carry. out 
the repeated directions of the Common Council with re- 
ference to running their cars to Fifty-ninth street, not- 
withstanding a resolution to that effect was passed by the 
Common Council, and approved by the Mayor, in July, 
1854. The company pay no attention to it, and the officer 
whose duty it is to see it carried out, cither has no power 
to enforce it, or criminally neglects his duty. 

The Hudson River Railroad Company also violates the 
law, in the speed at which itrunsits trains on the Eleventh 
ayenue. This avenue has, by the progress of population 
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seeking up-town homes, become quite thickly settled, pre- 
senting an almost unbroken line of houses, on either side, 
to Fiftieth street; and to permit the locomotives of this 
company to pass, at their present speed, is, in my judgment, 
dangerous to the lives of the residents, and should be no 
longer continued. 


In 1855 I recommended to the Common Council the 
propriety of passing an ordinance compelling the city rail- 
road cars to have iron or wire gates placed on cither side 
of the front of the cars, by which to prevent persons jump- 
ing on while the cars were in motion, in order to prevent 
the frequent accidents and loss of life which occur from 
this cause. I hope you will take up that subject, and adopt 
the ordinance, which accompanied my message to that 
effect. 


Other improvements can be made with reference to the 
better management of city travel of all kinds, and I suggest 
that the whole subject, comprehending the rates charged, 
and the regulations in force for the government of hacks, 
omnibuses and railroad cars, be taken up and revised. 


The Gold Bor presented to General Jackson, 
BY THE CORPORATION OF NEW YORK. 


In the last will and testament of that distinguished 
patriot, General Andrew Jackson, the following clause 
occurs, “The gold snuff box presented to me by the Corpo- 
ration of the city of New York; the large silver vase pre- 
sented to me by the ladies of Charleston, South Carolina, 
my native state, with the large picture representing the 
unfurling of the American banner, presented to me by the 
citizens of South Carolina, when it was refused to be ac- 
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cepted by the United States Senate, I leave in trust to my 
son, A. Jackson, Jr., with directions that should our happy 
country yet be blessed with peace, an event not always to 
be expected, he will, at the close of the war, or end of the 
conflict, present each of the said articles, of inestimable value, 
to that patriot, residing in the city or state from which they 
were presented, who shall be adjudged by his countrymen 
or the ladies, to have been the most valiant in defence of 
his country and our country’s rights.” It will be remem- 
bered that the box, referred to hy General Jackson, as hay- 
ing been presented to him, by the city of New York, was 
presented to him soon after and in consideration of his 
services to the country, at the battle of New Orleans. 





By this extract from the will, it is evident that the design 
of the lamented donor was, that the box be returned to us, 
to be given to that son of New York, who should be most 
distinguished for military services and valor in the next 
war in which this country should be engaged. 


This has occurred in the war with Mexico, and the very 
eminent and brilliant achievements of many of our own sons 
in that campaign, render it beyond question the very occa- 
sion contemplated by General Jackson. It is well known 
that the New. York volunteers achieved great glory for 
themselves and lasting benefit to their country, in the 
series of trying and successful conflicts, which marked the 
progress of the American arms in that war; indeed, if all 
the other regiments, from whatever part of the. country, 
were allowed, under the will, to compete for this prize, it 
would be difficult to find successful rivals to our own New 
York regiment. It is fitting and proper that a bequest, 
of this inestimable value, should at once be given to him 
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who shall be selected from this galaxy of noble spirits as 
the most valiant and deserving. 


T recommend, therefore, that immediate action be taken in 
the disposition of this box. It has been delayed too long, 
death has already thinned those ranks and a few years’ 
more delay will leave but few from whom to select the 
honored receiver. It is due, as well to the memory of that 
great man, who conceived this patriotic and beautiful 
design, as well as to the honored soldier on whom may fall 
the distinguished mark of favor. 


Upon due publicity of the intentions of the municipal 
authorities to make this selection, the parties conceiving 
themselves to be interested would be enabled to present the 
official records of their conduct and service. Thus a just 
competition might be created for the distinction, and. the 
selection made, before the evidence and living witnesses to 
the many scenes of heroism which occurred shall have: 
been lost or beyond reach. I suggest that action be taken 
speedily, so as to make the selection in time to present 
the box on the ensuing Fourth of July. 





Anyrovenent of the Botwer Bact of. the City, 


Trefer you to my message of the 4th of February, 1856, for 
several suggestions with reference to the improvements of 
the upper part of the city, and earnestly call you.attention 
to the whole subject of city improvements, in order to fur- 
nish to our citizens, and the hundreds of thousands who are 
crowding in upon us from all parts of the world, as well as 
from our own country, with sufficient suitable living and bus- 
iness accommodations. Too much attention cannot be paid to 
this necessity. We have an element of power in our com- 
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merce and wealth, which, in spite of ourselves, or of itself, 
is forcing to this island a great mass of population, which 
must have space for habitation, as well as employment for 
sustenance. We cannot keep it back if we would, and it is 
the part of simple common sense to make such provision for 
it as we can. Our avenues and streets should be opened, 
regulated and graded, and prepared for occupancy in the 
upper part of the city, and in the lower or business portion; 
and such improvements made by the straightening, extension 
and widening of streets, as the superabundant commerce of 
that limited locality indispensably demands. 


Old New York has long ceased to exist. The old cow- 
paths and narrow lanes which, until recently, were retained 
as mementoes of former days, must now be replaced by the 
splendid avenues of commerce, upon which to erect commo- 
dious warehouses and stores. When a few years since a 
proposition was made to widen two or three of the narrow 
streets in the southerly or “down-town” end of the island, 
objection was made by the property holders interested, on 
account of the assessment involved; but in each of their cases 
those fears have proved groundless, the improvement hay- 
ing enhanced the value of the lots far beyond its cost. In 
my opinion, there is still room for many alterations in the 
same direction. 

Several streets may he extended advantageously, and 
others should be widened or straightened. he objection 
to narrow streets, in which to transact wholesale busines 
has been shown during the last two or three winters, in the 
obstructions caused by the heavy snows. 

The cartmen have found it necessary to abandom some of 
them for weeks and months, and, in other streets, merchants 
have been obliged to expend large sums of money in clean- 
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ing away the snow and ice from the front of their premises, 
in order to get access for the receipt and delivéry of goods. 
It is well known that rents, in such streets, have declined 
from this cause, and, as a consequence, the value of the 
property itself has been decreased. 

Tn connection with this subject, I call attention to the 
necessity of providing, by some such improvement, a better 
facility for access to the westerly side of the city below 
Cortlandt street. With the exception of Liberty street, 
recently widened, and much benefited thereby, there is an 
almost entire absence of facility for the transportation of 
merchandise from one side of the city to theother. The old, 
narrow lanes, still remain unimproved, to the discredit of 
the authorities, as well as to the detriment and inconveni- 
ence of the merchants. This in my opinion should be no longer 
tolerated. We do ourselves injustice, by omitting to fur- 
nish, for any cause, the required accommodations ; and I 
urge you to proceed without delay in taking the necessary 
steps, to give to our commerce that room which it has a 
right to demand and expect at the hands of the Corpora- 
tion, to whose support it contributes so large a proportion 
of the expenditures. 

It is folly to contend against the tendency of the day, and 
he, or they, who will attempt to resist this mighty engine 
of human energy as it rolls on in its irresistible course, will, 
sooner or later, yield to its power, or be crushed beneath its 
wheels. Neither individuals nor corporations—monetary or 
religious—can expect to exist and flourish in a community 
imbued with the spirit of enlightened advancement, without 
keeping pace to the music ofthe times, and marching up to 
the progress of the age. 





FERNANDO WOOD, Mayor, 
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The following Acts, passed by the Legislature of the State, 
relative to this city, were received, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 
AN AGT 


TO REDUCH THE SEVERAL ACTS RELATING To THE DISTRICT 
COURTS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK INTO OND ACT. 


Passed April 13, 1857, three-fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 





§ 1. The city of New York is divided into seven judi- 
cial districts, in which there shall continue -courts de- 
nominated district courts of the first, second, third, fourth, 
fifth, sixth and seventh districts of that city, respectively. 


§ 2. The districts mentioned in the first section of this 
act are as follows: 


1. The first district embraces the First, Second, 
Third and Fifth Wards. 
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2. The second district embraces the Fourth, Sixth 
and Fourteenth Wards. 


8. The third district embraces the Eighth and 
Ninth Wards. 


4. The fourth district embraces the Tenth, Fifteenth 
and Seventeenth Wards. . 


5, The fifth district embraces the Seventh, Eley- 
enth and Thirteenth Wards. 


6. The sixth district embraces the Sixteenth, Bigh- 
teenth, Twentieth and Twenty-first Wards. 


7. The seventh district embraces the Twelfth, Nine- 
teenth and Twenty-second Wards. 


§ 3. These courts have jurisdiction in the following ac- 
tions: 


1. In actions similar to those as provided by sec- 
tions fifty-three and fifty-four of the code of proce- 
dure, where the sum recovered shall not exceed two 
hundred and fifty dollars, notwithstanding the ac- 
counts of both parties may exceed four hundred dol+ 
lars. 

2. In an action upon the charter, ordinance or by- 
law of the corporation of the city of New York, or a 
statute of this state, where the penalty shall exceed 
two hundred and fifty dollars, 

3. In any action commenced in pursuance of this 
section, where the claim or demand shall exceed the 
sum of one hundred dollars, upon the application of 
the defendant, the justice shall make an order remoy- 
ing the same, at any time after issue joined and be- 
fore the trial of the same, into the court of common 
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pleas, in and for the city and county of New York, 
upon the defenddnt executing to the plaintiff an un- 
dertaking with one or more sufficient sureties, to be 
approved of by the justice of the court in which such 
action is commenced, to pay to the plaintiff the amount 
of any judgment that may be awarded against the de- 
fendant by the said court of common pleas. 


§.4. An action of which these courts have jurisdic- 
tion must be brought, 

1. Ina court held in the district in which either 
the plaintiff or defendant, or one of the plaintiffs or 
one of the defendants resides, unless all the plaintiffs 
or all the defendants reside out of the city of New 
York, in which case the action may he brought in 
either of the said districts. If the justicé be either a 
party to the action, or a necessary witness therein, or 
otherwise disqualified from trying the same, or there 
be a vacancy in the office of justice in that district, it 
may be commenced in any district, except the one in 
which such justice holds the court. 





2. If the defendants be a corporation created by 
law, in a court held in the district in which the plain- 
tiff, or either of them, reside, or in which it transacts 
its general business, or keeps an office, or has an 
agency established for the transaction of business, or 
is established by law, except the corporation of the 
city of New York, which may sue or be sued in either 
of said districts. 


§ 5. There is a justice of edch of these courts elected by 
the electors of the district in which it is established, under 
@ special statute of this state, and vacancies are filled 
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under like statutes; he mutt be a resident of the city and 
county of New York, and must be at the time of his elec- 
tion of the degree of a counsellor at law of the supreme 
court of this state, but the latter qualification shall not ap- 
ply to the justices now in office during their present term 
of office. 


§ 6. The justice elected in each district must hold the 
court therein, or if his office be vacant, or if he be absent 
from the usual place of holding his court, or unable from: 
illness to hold the same, it may be held by a justice elected 
in another district, and whenever the justice fails to at- 
tend, the clerk may adjourn in the same manuer as thejus- 
tice might have done. 


§ 7. These courts must be held at the places in their 
respective districts now or hereafter appointed by the 
corporation of the city of New York (except the court in 
the first district, which shall be held therein, or may be 
held in such rooms as may be provided therefor by said 
corporation, in the Park of said city, and when so pro- 
vided shall be deemed within the first district for the pur- 
poses of this act) at such hours in every judicial day, or as 
often as the respective justices may direct, and must con- 
tinue in session as long as the public interest requires. 





§ 8. These courts have official seals furnished at the ex- 
pense of the city of New York, on which are engraved the 
arms of the state of New York, and the words “ first dis- 
trict court,” (or whatever district it may be,) “ New York 
city ;? but nothing herein contained shall authorize such 
courts to issue certificates of naturalization. 


§ 9. Parties in these courts may prosecute or defend in 
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‘person, or by agent or attorney, except that the constable 
‘who served the summons, warrant, attachment or jury pro- 
cess cannot appear and act on the trial in behall of either 
party. 

§ 10. Actions in district courts are commenced by sum- 
mons, warrant or attachment, or by voluntary appearance 
in person, and pleading without summons, warrant or at- 
tachment; in the latter case the action is deemed com- 





menced at the time of appearance and pleading. 


§$ 11. When a guardian is necessary he must be ap- 
jointed by the justice as follows: 
Pe y the j 





1. If the infant be plaintiff, the appointment must 
be made before the summons, warrant or attachment 
is issued upon the application of the infant, if he be 
of the age of fourteen years or upward, if under that 
age, upon the application of some relative or friend. 
The consent in writing of the guardian to be ap- 
pointed, and to be responsible for costs if he fail in 
the action, must be first filed with the clerk of the 
court. 








If the infant be defendant, the guardian must be 
appointed at the time the summons is returned per- 
sonally served, or before the pleadings. It is the 
right of the infant to nominate his own guardian, if 
the infant be over fourteen years of age, and the pro- 
posed guardian be present, and consent in writing to | 
be appointed, otherwise the justice may appoint any 
suitable person who gives such consent. 


§ 12. The summons must be addressed to the defendant 


by name, or, if hisname be unknown, by a fictitious name, 
and must summon him to appear before the justice in the 
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court at the court room thereof, and at the time specified 
therein, to answer the complaint of the plaintiff, and must 
state the amount for which the plaintiff will take judg- 
ment. If the defendant fail to appear and answer, it 
must be subscribed by the clerk of the court out of which 
the same is issued, or by his deputy, in the name of such 
clerk. 


§ 13. The time mentioned in the summons for the ap- 
pearance of the defendant, and the time of service must 
be as follows: 

1. Where the defendant is not a resident of the 
city, or where the plaintiff is not a resident, and 
gives the security required by the twenty-third sec- 
tion of this act, it must be returnable in not less than 
two nor more than four days from its date, and must 
be served at least two days before the time for ap- 
pearance mentioned therein. 





2. In all other cases it be must returnable not 
more than twelve days from its date, and must be 
served at least six days before the time of appear- 
ance. 


§ 14. The summons must be served by a constable of the 
ity of New York, or by a person not interested in the 
cause, as follow: i 

1. If an action be against a corporation, by deliy- 
ery of a copy to the president or other head of the 
corporation, or to the secretary, cashier or managing 
agent thereof, or when no such officer resides in the 
city, to a director resident therein. 


2. If against a minor under the age of fourteen 
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years, by delivery of a copy to such minor, and also 
to his father, mother or guardian, or if they be not 
within the city, then to any person having the care or 
contro] of such minor, or with whom he resides, or in 
whose service he is. 


8. If against a person judicially declared to be of 
unsound mind, or incapable of conducting his own 
affairs, in consequence of habitual drunkenness, or 
for any other cause, and for whom a committee has 
been appointed, by delivery of a copy to such com- 
mittee, and to the defendant personally. 


4. In all other cases, to the defendant personally. 


§ 15. In any action arising on contract, for the recovery 
of money only, either expressed or implied, or on an ac- 
count, the constable or person serving the summons, 
warrant or attachment, may serve therewith and in like 
manner, a copy of the complaint, together with a copy 
of such contract,,or a statement of the amount due 
thereon, or a copy of said account and notice that the, 
plaintiff will take judgment for the sum specified therein; 
in such case, unless the defendant in his answer, specifi- 
eally deny the same, he is to be deemed to have admitted 
it, and the court is authorized to enter judginent therefor, 
without further proof. When a copy of the complaint is 
served, as specified in this section, the original complaint, 
and the answer thereto, must be verified by the oath of 
the party pleading, or if he be not present, by the oath of 
his agent or attorney, to the effect that he believes it to 
be true; the verification must be in writing, except when 
the answer is oral, in that case the verification may be 
oral. Where the service of the summons, or the summons 
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and of the copy of the complaint accompanying the same, 
shall be made by any other person than a constable, it 
shall be necessary for such person to state in his affidavit 
of service, when and at what particular place, and the 
manner he served the same, and that he knew the person 
served to be the person mentioned and described in the 
summons as defendant therein, which affidavit must be 
filed in the cause before a judgment by default for not. 
answering shall be entered therein; when a copy of the 
complaint is served by a constable, his certificate shall be 
presumptive evidence thereof. 


§ 16. A warrant to arrest the defendant may be issued, 
directed to any constable of said city, in the following 
cas ‘ 


1. In any action for the recovery of damages, in a 
cause of action not arising on contract, when the de- 
fendant is not a resident of the county, or is about to 
remove therefrom, or ‘when the action is for a willful 
injury to person or property. 

2. In an action for a fine or penalty, or for money 
or property embezzled or wrongfully misapplied, or 
converted to his own use by a public officer, or an 
officer of a corporation, or an attorney, factor, bro- 
ker, agent or clerk, in the course of his employment, 
as such, or by any other person acting in a fiduciary 
capacity. 

3. Where the defendant has been guilty of a fraud, 
in contracting the debt, or incurring the obligation 
for which the action is brought, or in concealing or 
disposing of the property, for the taking, detention 
or conversion of which the action is brought. 


F 
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4, When the defendant has removed, concealed or 
disposed of his property, or is about to do so, with 
intent to defraud his creditors. 


5. When an arrest is authorized by special statute, 
in an action for a fine or penalty or for a willful vio- 
lation of duty, 


6. When the action is for the recovery of a fine or 
penalty under the ordinances or by-laws of the Cor- 
poration of the city of New York; but no female can 
be arrested, except for a willful injury to person or 
property. 





§17. The defendant, immediately upon being arrested, 
must be taken to the usual court room of the court out of 
which the warrant sued, unless he gives the security 
specified in section nineteen of this act; and if the justice 
thereof be absent, or unable to try the action, or if it be 
made to appear to the satisfaction of such justice by the 
affidavit of the defendant that he is a material witness in the 
action, the constable must immediately take the defendant 
before the justice of the next district court, who must. 
take cognizance of the action, and proceed therein the 
same, as if the warrant had been issued out of the latter 
court. 





$18. The constable making the arrest must immediate- 
ly give notice thereof to the plaintiff, and indorse on the 
warrant, and subscribe a certificate, stating the time of 
serving the same, and of his giving notice to the plaintiff. 


$19. The constable making the arrest, or another con- 
stable, by direction of the justice, must keep the defendant 
in custody, unless he shall give the security for his appear- 
ance, in case the court is not sitting, as provided by see- 
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tion one hundred and eighteen of the act entitled “ An 
act to reduce the several laws relating particularly to the 
city of New York, into one act,” passed April nine, eight- 
een hundred and thirteen, which section shall be deemed 
a part of this section—or until he is duly discharged by 
order of this court; but in no case can such detention 
exceed forty-eight hours from the time of his first being 
brought before the justice, unless within that time the 
trial of the action be commenced, or unless it be delayed 
at the request of the defendant, or in consequence of his 
demand of a jury trial. . If the trial of the action be de- 
layed at the request of the defendant, or in consequence 
of his demanding a trial by jury, he must file with the 
court the undertaking required by section twenty-six of 
this act, before such delay is granted to him. 


§ 20. All laws in relation to the issuing of attachments 
by justices of the peace, when the debt or damages claimed 
do not exceed two hundred and fifty dollars, and of the 
service thereof, shall apply to these courts, except when 
the same may be inconsistent with this aet; and also, 
except that such attachment shall be signed by the clerk, 
or his deputy in the name of such clerk, with the allow- 
ances thereof indorsed thereon, signed by the justice. 


§ 21. Before a warrant or attachment shall issue, the 
party applying must prove to the satisfaction of the jus- 
tice, by the affidavit of himself or some other person, the 
facts on which the application is founded, and the amount 
of his debt or claim over all payments and set-offs. The 
plaintiff must also execute and deliver to the clerk of the 
court a written undertaking, approved by the justice, with 
such approval indorsed thereon, with or without sureties, 
to the effect that if the defendant recover judgment, the 
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plaintiff will pay to him all costs and extra costs that may 
be awarded to the defendant, and all damages which he 
may sustain by reason of the arrest, not exceeding the 
sum specified in the undertaking, which must be double 
the amount claimed; if the undertaking be executed by 
the plaintiff without security, he must annex thereto an 
affidavit that he is a resident and houscholder in the city 
of New York, and worth double the sum specified in the 
undertaking, as well as over and above all his debts and 
liabilities, as of his property exempt by law from execu- 
tion; but the proof and security required by this section 
shall not be necessary where the warrant is issued for the 
violation of a by-law or ordinance of the Corporation of 
the city of New York, or for the recovery of a penalty or 
a forfeiture under the statutes of this state where the 
Corporation of the city of New York or the people of 
the state of New York are plaintiffs. 


§ 22. The summons, warrants and attachments issued 
out of these courts; shall not be served out of the city and 
county of New York, and the action shall be deemed com- 
menced at the time such summons, warrant or attachment 
is actually delivered for service, if the constable or other 
person’ haying the summons to serve cannot find the de- 
fendant so as to serve him therewith as required by this 
act, he must so return, and the clerk shall, at the request 
of the plaintiff, continue from time to time to issue others, 
until the defendant is served. 


§ 28. Plaintiffs not.residing in the city and county of 
New York shall, before the issuing of the short summons, 
as provided in subdivision one of section thirteen of this 
act, file with the clerk of the court a written undertaking, 
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executed by one or more sureties, to the effect that if the 
defendant recover judgment, he will pay him all costs and 
extra costs that may be awarded him, not exceeding one 
hundred dollars. If the defendant shall recover judgment 
in such case, and the execution be returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part, the clerk shall deliver to the defendant 
such undertaking, to be prosecuted according to law. 


§ 24. The pleading must take place at the time the 
summons, warrant or attachment is returned served, or at 
such other time as the justice may direct. ‘The court may 
at the time of pleading, or at any other time before the 
trial, require the plaintiff or defendant to exhibit to the 
inspection of the adverse party, with liberty to copy the 
same, any writing or account declared on or set up in the 
way of off-set or counter claim, or, if not so exhibited, may 
prohibit its afterward being given in evidence. 


§ 2.. The trial of the action may be adjourned by the 
court, or on the application of either -party, for a period 
not exceeding eight days at any one adjournment, unless 
the defendant is under arrest. in which ease it shall not 
be adjourned to exceed forty-eight hours, except by con- 
sent of the defendant; an adjournment for more than 
forty-eight hours in such cases, except on application of 
the defendant, or by his consent, discharges the defendant 
from custody; but the action may proceed, notwithstand- 
ing such discharge, and the defendant shall be subject to 
arrest on the execution in the same manner as if he had 
not been so discharged. The wial may be adjourned for 
a longer period by consent, or where neither party objects 
to the same. 


§ 26. Lf the application for the adjournment of the trial 
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be on the part of the defendant under arrest, before it can 
be granted he must execute an undertaking with one or 
more sufficient sureties, to be approved by the justice 
which approval must be indorsed on the undertaking, to 
the effect that he will appear on the adjourned day, and 
not depart until duly discharged according to law, or 
until after the trial and judgment, and that he will sur- 
render himself into custody if any execution be issued 
upon the judgment when obtained against him in the 
action. 


§ 27. An adjournment may be had either at the joining 
of issue, or at any subsequent time to which the cause 
may stand adjourned on application of either party, for a 
period longer than eight days, but not to exceed ninety 
days from the return of the summons or attachment, upon 
executing an undertaking in writing, with one or more 
sufficient sureties, to the effect that he will pay to the 
plaintiff or defendant the damages, costs and extra costs, 
in case judgment shall be rendered against him in the 
action, upon proof by the oath of the party or otherwise, 
to the satisfaction of the justice, that such party cannot 
be ready for trial before the time to which he desires an 
adjournment, for the want of material evidence, describing 
it, that the delay bas not been made necessary by any act 
or neglect on his part since the action was commenced; 
and that he expects to procure the evidence at the time 
stated by him. . 











§ 28. The justice may impose upon the party applying 
for an adjournment, such conditions as io him may seem 
reasonable. 


§ 29. If the plaintiff fail to appear at the return of the 
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summons, warrant or attachment, and make his complaint, 
the action must be dismissed. 


§ 30. These courts may issue commissions to take the 
testimony of witnesses residing out of the city and county 
of New York, to be read on the trial of actions therein, 
in the same manner as justices of the peace now by law 
are authorized to do, which power and authority is hereby 
extended, so as to authorize the issuing of commissions to 
take the testimony of witnesses residing out of this state, 


§ 381. Whenever any action pending in either of said 
courts, shall be commenced by the »ctual services of pro- 
cess, or when the defendant shall have appeared in the 
action, either party may have the testimony of any wit- 
ness who is about to leave the city and county of New 
York, and will probably continue absent, when the testi- 
mony is required, taken conditionally, to be used on the 
trial of such action, in the same manner and with like 
effect as provided by article. first, title three, chapter 
seven of the Revised Statutes, entitled “of taking condi- 
tionally testimony of witnesses within the state.” 





§ 32. Subpcenas requiring witnesses to appear and 
testify on the trial of an action, on the demand of either 
party, to be issued out of these courts by the clerks 
thereof, in the same form and served in the same manner 
as subpoenas issued out of a court of record, but shall not 
be served out of the city and county of New York, or an 
adjoining county thereto, and for neglect or refusal to 
attend and testify as required by such subpcenas, such 
witnesses may be attached and punished in the manner 
now provided by law for punishing similar neglect or re- 
fusal in courts of record; witnesses are entitled to twenty- 
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five cents for each day’s attendance on the trial of an 
action. 


$33. The commissioner of jurors shall, on or before the 
first Monday of September, in each and every year, fur- 
aish the clerk of each of these courts with a list of the 
names, residence and occupation of such number of per- 
sons liable to do jury duty, and who shall reside within 
the district for which they are selected, as the justice of 
the court may require, in writing, not exceeding one hun- 
dred and fifiy to cach district, and certify the same. A 
person named on the list thus furnished, shall not be lia- 
ble to do duty in any other court at any time during the 
year for which they are so furnished. The clerk of the 
court who shall receive such jury list, must write on a 
slip of paper the name of each of the persons so furnish- 
ed, and place the same in a box, to be called the undrawn 
jury box. 


§.34. A trial by jury must be demanded at the time of 
joining an ¢ of fact, and is waived if neither party 
then demand it; when demanded, the trial of the case 
may be adjourned until a time fixed for the return of the 
jury. The clerk must publicly draw twelve persons from 
the undrawn jury box, and deliver the list thereof to a 
constable, or to a person deputed by the justice for that 
purpose, with a written or printed notice, directed to 
each person named in the list, requiting him him to at- 
tend, as directed, as a juror, at a time specified therein; 
out of which number six of the persons attending shall 
be drawn to try the cause, providing that number appear. 





§ 385. The officer or the person thus deputed must 
thereupon immediately summon each person named in the 
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list, by giving him the notice mentioned in the last sec- 
tion personally, or by leaving it at his place of residence, 
with some person of suitable age and discretion, and 
must return the list to the court at its opening, on the 
day for which the jury was drawn, specifying the persons 
summoned, and the manner in which each was notified. 


§ 86. The court to which the list is returned may im- 
pose a fine, not exceeding ten dollars, for the neglect of 
a juror, without reasonable cause, to attend, and the same 
shall be collected in the manner now provided by law 
for the collection of like fines in courts of record; but if 
such notice was not personally served, the fine cannot be 
imposed, until upon an order to show cause, an opportu- 
nity is,afforded him to be heard. 


§ 87. If a sufficient number of competent and indiffer- 
ent jurors do not attend, the justice must direct to be 
summoned, by a constable or a person deputed for that 
purpose, from the vicinity, sufficient to complete the 
jory. 

§ 88. The ballots containing the names of the jurors 
summoned and not drawn, must be returned by the clerk 
to the undrawn jury box, to be drawn as in the first in- 
stance. The ballots containing the names of the jurors 
who served, must be placed in a box, to be called’ the 
drawn jury box, until all the other names haye been 
drawn therefrom; and, as often as that happens, the whole 
number must be returned to the undrawn jury box, ag in 
the first instance. 





§ 39, Before a party can be entitled to a jury, he must 
deposit with the clerk, at the time he demanded a trial 
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by jury, the sum of three dollars fand the officer’s fees 
for summoning the jury, from which tho clerk must re- 
fund to the party the fees of all jurors who do not attend, 
which jurors’ fees not refunded, and the officers’ fees, must 
be included in the judgment, as part of the costs, in case 
the party calling the jury recover judgment. 


' 940. No adjournment can befgranted after the return 
of the jury, unless the party requiring the same, in addi- 
tion to the other conditions imposed upon him, deposit 
with the clerk, to be immediately paid to the jurors at- 
tending, the sum of twenty-five cents each, which amount 
in no case is to be included as part of the costs in the 
judgment; 


§ 41. If either party object to the competency of a 
juror, the question thereon must be tried in a summary 
manner by the justice, who may examine the jurors or 
other witnesses on oath. 


§ 42. The verdict of the jury must be general for the 
plaintiff for a specific sum, or for the defendant, or where 
there is a counter claim or set-off proved for the defend- 
ant in a specific sum; but when there are several plain- 
tifls or defendants, the verdict may be for or against one 
or more of them, and the judgment must be entered there- 
in immediately after the rendering of the verdict. 


§ 43. If at any time before the trial has actually com- 
menced, it shall appear to the satisfaction of the justice 
that he is a necessary witness on the trial of the cause, or 
ig disqualified to try the same, he shall, by an order en- 
tered in the cause, order the papers in the same to he 
transferred to a district court for the adjoining district, 

2 
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and the latter court shall there have jurisdiction to hear 
and try the same. 


§ 44, The swearing of the jury,and the mode of con- 
ducting the trial, are the same in these courts as they are 
in courts of record. 


§.45. Judgment that the action be dismissed, with 
costs, without prejudice to a new action, shall be rendered 
in the following cases: 

1. Where the plaintiff? voluntarily discontinues 
the action before it is finally submitted. 


2. Wien he fails to appear at ihe time specified in 
the summons, warrant or attachment, or upon ad- 
journment. 


8. Whenrit is objected at the trial, and appears by 
the evidence, that the action is brought in the wrong 
district, or by a plaintiff not a resident in the county, 
without giving the security required by this act, or 
that the court has not jurisdiction; but if the objec- 

“tion be.taken and overruled, it is cause only of re- 
1 on appeal, and does not othe invalidate 
the judgment; if not taken at the trial, it is waived, 
and the court will be deemed to have jurisdiction. 








vers 





4. Where the plaintiff does not prove his cause of 
action. 


§ 46. When the defendant fails to appear and answer, 
judgment must be given for the plaintiff, as follows: 
i. When a copy of the complaint, account or in- 
strument, has been served) personally with the sum- 
mons, warrant or attachment, as prescribed by sec- 
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tion fifteen of this act, judgment must be given, with- 
out further evidence, for the sum specified therein. 


2. In other cases the justice must hear the evidence 
of the plaintiff, and render judgment for such sum 
only as shall appear by the evidence to be just, but 
in no case to exceed the sum specified in the sum- 
mons, warrant or attachment. 


§47, Upon the issue of fact joined, if a jury trial be 
not demanded, ag required by this act, the justice must 
hear the evidence,-and decide all questions of fact and 
law, and render judgment accordingly, within eight days 
from the time the same is submitted to him for that pur- 
pose, except when the defendant’is under arrest, and has 
not given security for his appearance; in such case the 
justice shall render his judgment immediately after the 
close of the trial, All sof law shall be heard and 
decided by the judge, without a jury. 





§ 48. The provisions .of sections fifty-five to sixty- 
four, both inclusive and of section sixty-cight of the code 
of procedure, shall apply to these courts, except that the 
transcript of judgment specified in the latter section shall 
be furnished by the clerk of the court in which the judg- 
ment was rendered, and also except that the execution 
may issue as well out of the district court in which the 
judgment was rendered, as out of the court of common 


pleas. i 


§ 49. Where the amount found due to cither party ex- 
ceeds the sum for which the justice is authorized to enter 
judgment, such party may remit tho excess, and judgment 
may be entered for the residue. 
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‘'g 50. When a judgment is rendered in a case where 
the defendant is subject to arrest and. imprisonment 
thereon, it must be go statedin the judgment and en- 
tered in the docket. 


'§ 51. Execution for the enforcement of a judgment in 
a district court may be issued by the clerk of the court 
in which the judgment was rendered, or by his successor 
in office, on the application of the party entitled thereto, 
at any time within five years from the entry of the judg- 
ment, and it may also be issued out of the court of com- 
mon pleas after the same has been docketed in the county 
-clerk’s office. 


§ 52. The execution when issued out of the district 
court, must be directed to a constable of the city of New 
York, and subscribed by the clerk of the court in which, 
the judgment was rendered, or by his successor in office, 
and must bear date of the day of its delivery to the offi- 
cer to be executed. It must intelligibly refer to the judg- 
ment by stating the name of the justice before whom and 
of the district where, and the time when rendered, and 
the amount of the judgment; and if less than the whole is 
due, the true amount due thereon. It must require of the 
constable substantially as follows : 

1. If itbe a case where the'defendant cannot be 
arrested, it must direct the officer to collect the amount 
of the judgment, or the amount due thereon, out of 
the personal property of the debtor, and to pay the 
same to the party entitled thereto. 

2, If it be a case where the defendant may be 
arrested, in addition to the foregoing, it may direct 
the officer, if sufficient property of the defendant 


‘ 
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liable to execution cannot be fouud to satisfy the 
judgment, that he arrest the defendant and commit, 
him to the jail of the county, until he pay the judg- 
ment or be discharged according to law. 

8. It must further in all cases direct the officer to 
make return of the execution, anda certificate thereon 
showing the manner in which he has executed the 
same, in twenty days from the time of his receipt 
thereof, to the court from which the execution is- 
sued. 


§ 58. Upon an execution, or a judgment against joint 
debtors, upon one or more of whom the summons, warrant 
or attachment was not served, the execution must contain 
a direction to collect the amount out of the joint pro- 
perty of all the defendants, and the separate property of 
the defendants upon whom such summons, warrant or at- 
tachment was served, to be specified by name. Ifsuch 
judgment be also such that the defendants are subject to 
arrest thereon, the execution must further specify the 
names of the defendants served with the summons, war- 
rant or attachment, who may be arrested for want of 
property. 

§ 54. When the execution directs the arrest of the de- 
fendant for ‘want of sufficient personal chattels, if there 
be not sufficient subject to levy known to the officer, or if, 
upon demand by the officer of the defendant, he fail to 
produce sflicient property, the officer may, without fur- 
ther delay, arrest the defendant; when arrested the de- 
fendant must be conveyed to the common jail of the 
county, and there kept in custody until the execution, 
with costs, be paid, or he be discharged by due course of 
law. 
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§ 55. An execution may, at the request of the plaintiff, 
be renewed before the expiration of the twenty days by 
the word “renewal” being written thereon, with the 
date thereof, subscribed by the clerk of the court or his 
deputy; such renewal has the effect of an original issue, 
and may be repeated as often as may be necessary. If an 
execution be, returned unsatisfied, others may be issued 
on the like request from time to time until the judgment 
be satisfied. 


§ 56. A defendant cannot be arrested, nor his property 
sold on execution after twenty days from its issue, or re- 
newal, but property levied on within the twenty days may 
be sold after renewal. 


§ 57. A constable is liable to a party in whose favor 
an execution is issued to him for the amount thereof in 
the following cases : 


1. When he suffers the twenty days to elapse with- 
out making a true return thereof, and filing the same 
with the clerk of the court, and paying to him or to 
the party entitled thereto the money collected thereon 
by him. 

2. When he willfully or carelessly omits to levy on 
property of the defendant, or if the defendant be 
liable to arrest, to arrest and imprison him within 
the twenty days, or having arrested the defendant 
fails to commit him to the county jail within the 
twenty days. 


§ 58. Whenever an execution has been returned satis- 
fied in whole or in part, where a transcript of the judg- 
ment has been filed in the county clerk’s office, a certifi- 
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cate thereof, signed by the clerk of the court in which 
the judgment was rendered, may be filed in the office of 
the clerk of the county, who shall thereupon enter satis- 
faction for the amount so satisfied; judgments docketed 
in these courts may,,be satisfied in the same manner as 
judgments docketed in courts of record. 


§ 59. Every clerk of these courts must. keep a book, 
denominated a docket, in which must be entered by him, 


1. The title of every action in which a summons, 
warrant or attachment is issued, or when parties 
voluntarily appear. 

2. The date of the summons, warrant or attach- 
ment, and the time of its return, and if an allowance 
of a warrant to arrest the defendant or to attach 
his property was made, such facts must also be 
stated. 

3. The time when the parties or either of them 
appeared; a minute of their pleadings, if in writing, 
referring to them; if not in writing, a concise state- 
ment of a material part of the pleadings. 

4. Every adjournment, stating on whose applica- 
tion, whether on oath, evidence or consent, and to 
what time. 

5. When a trial by jury is demanded, the demand 
must be stated and by whom made, and the time ap- 
pointed for the trial, and the return of the jury. 

6. The names of the jury sworn, the names of the 
witnesses sworn, and at whose request. 

7. The verdict of the jury, and when received; if 
the jury disagree and are discharged, that fact must 
be stated. 
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8. The judgment of the court, its amount and the 
costs in the action. 

9. The issuing of execution, when issued and to 
whom; the renewals thereof; if any, and when 
made; the return and when made, and a statement of 
any money paid to the clerk, and when and by whom: 

10. The giving of a transcript to be filed in the 
county clerk’s office, and when given. 

11. The receipt of a notice of appeal or order to 
make or amend a return. stating the’ time of the re- 
ceipt thereof. 

§ 60. The several particulars in the last section speci- 
fied must be entered under the title of the action to which 
they relate, and at the time when they occur, such en- 
tries in the docket, or a transcript thereof, certified by 
the clerk or his successor in office, with the seal of the 
court thereon impressed, are evidence to prove the facts 
as stated therein. 


§ 61. The clerk must keep an index to his docket, in 
which must be entered the names of the parties to each 
judgment, with a reference to the page of entry, the names 
of the plaintiffs and defendants respectively must be en- 
tered in the index in alphabetical order. 


§ 62, It is the duty of every clerk of these courts to 
deliver to his successor in office his official dockets and 
papers on file in his office, as well his own as those of his 
predecessors which may be in his custody, there to be 
kept as public records. 


§ 63. A clerk with whom the docket of his predecessor 
is deposited may issue execution on a judgment there en- 
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tered and unsatisfied, in the same manner and with the 
same effect as though he was clerk of the court at the 
time the judgment was rendered. 


§ 64. A copy of a paper on file in the office of the clerk 
in either of these courts, certified by him or his deputy 
as such, shall be prima facie evidence thereof. 


§ 65. The Corporation of the city of New York shall 
furnish, at the expense of that city, all necessary atten- 
dants, rooms, furniture, blanks, stationery and fuel for 
these courts. And an act entitled “An act in relation to 
the superior court and to the court of common pleas and 
to the marine court for the city of New York,” passed 
July thirteen, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, shall ap- 
ply to these courts. 


§ 66. Subdivisions one. two, three, four and five of sec- 
tion ten, and sections eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen 
and fifteen, of chapter three, part third, and title second 
of the Revised Statutes in relation to criminal contempts, 
and all laws for enforcing a compliance with said sections 
and subdivisions shall apply to these courts. 


§ 67. The following are the fees of these courts, when 
the, plaintiff’s demand is less than fifty dollars : 


1. For all proceedings when the defendant does 
not answer, including judgment, transcript and exe- 
cution, one dollar and fifty cents. 

2. For all proceedings to, and including the join- 
ing of issue, if a warrant or attachment be issued, 
one dollar and fifty cents. If there be no warrant or 
attachment issued, one dollar. 
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3. For an adjournment, twenty-five cents to be 
paid by the party requesting the same. 

4. For taking testimony conditionally, or issuing 
a commission to take the testimony of witnesses out 
of the city fifty cents. 


5. For all proceedings after issue to and including 
trial by jury, if there be one, one dollar and fifty 
cents. If there be no trial by jury, one dollar. 


6. For judgment upon the issue and any proceed- 
ings afterward, including transcripts, executions, 
returns, and all other proceedings and entries, fifty 
cents. 

7. Postage actually paid on serving or receiving a 
commission to take testimony, and the actual expense 
of taking the same, 


8. For a transcript of the docket of judgment, or 
certifying a copy of a paper on file in the clerk’s 
office, the same fees as are allowed in the Marine 
Court of the city of New York for like services. 


9. All necessary disbursements paid by the party 
recovering judgment. 


§ 68. When the plaintif’s demand is for fifty dollars or 
more, the fees in these courts shall be the sameas in the 
said Marine Court for like services; and the justices and 
clerks of these courts respectively shall receive the same 
compensation as the justices and clerk of said Marine 
Court now by law receive, payable out of the city treasury, 
on the first day of each and every month. 





§ 69. Constable’s fees for services rendered before 
judgment, may be included therein, when it is in favor of: 
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the party liable therefor; and in addition to the fees now 
allowed by law, they shall receive the sum of twenty-five 
cents for every copy of the complaint served by them 
with the process by which the action is commenced. 


§ 70. Sections three and four of an act entitled “An 
act in relation to the Marine Court in the city of New 
York,” passed July twelve, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
three, shall apply to these courts when the plaintiff's de- 
mand be for the recovery of fifty dollars or more, but the 
plaintiff shall not recover such extra costs unless judg- 
ment be rendered in his favor for fifty dollars or more, 
nor shall either party be entitled to such extra costs un- 
less he has an attorney actually engaged in the prosecu- 
tion or defence of the action. Such extra costs shall be 
entered in the judgment, and belong to the party in whose 
favor the judgment is entered. 


§ TL. The clerks of these courts shall be appointed, 
and hold their offices in the manner now provided by law, 
and vacancies in their office shall be filled in like manner; 
provided, however, that the clerks of said courts who 
shall be in office at the next election of judges for said 
courts shall hold their offices for the same time as the jus- 
tices then elected, each of the said clerks may, by an in- 
strumentin writing filed with the justice, appoint a deputy 
who may in his name perform all the duties required of 
the clerk, and he shall be liable for the faithful per- 
formance of such deputy’s duty; but the services of such 
deputy shall in no case be paid for out of the city treasury. 


§ 72. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of these 
courts, 
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1. To keep the seal of the court, and affix it to the 
certificate of the transcript of the docket of judg- 
ment, or any other certificate, wheh required so to do. 


2. To record the proceedings of the court. 


8. To keep the records and other books appertain- 
ing to the court. 


4. To file papers delivered to him for that purpose 
in any action. 


5. To atiend the sitting of the court of which he is 
clerk, to administer oaths in an action, in the pres- 
ence of the court and under its direction, and to re- 
ceive the verdict of the jury. 


6. To authenticate by certificate or exemplification 
as may be required, the records or proceedings of the 
court, or any other paper appertaining thereto and 
filed with him. 


7. To exercise the powers and perform the duties 
conferred and imposed upon him by this act. 


8. In the performance of his duties to conform to 
the direction of the court. 


9. To keep his office open for the transaction of 
business, every judicial day, from nine o'clock in the 
forenoon to four o’clock in the afternoon. 


§ 78. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of these 
courts to collect and receive all the fees thereof and to 
account for and pay the same into the city treasury, 
monthly, under oath, on the first day of each and every 
month, or within three days thereafter, which account shall 
contain the title of each case and the amount of fees re- 
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ceived therein; and tle salary of such clerk shall not be 
paid until he shall have so accounted and paid, and he 
shall perform no service until he shall have received the 
legal fees thereof. 


§ 74, Every clerk hereafter appointed shall, before he 
enters on the performance of his duty, execute and file 
with the clerk of the city and county of New York, a 
bond, in the penal sum of five thousand dollars, with two 
or more sufficient sureties, to be approved by the Mayor, 
or one of the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, (such 
approval to be indorsed thereon,) to the effect, that he 
will faithfully perform the duties of his office, and pay into 
the city treasury all moneys he may receive, belonging to 
the city; and to pay all moneys that may be deposited 
with him, in any action, to the party entitled to the same. 
For any and every breach of this bond, the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, or a judge thereof, may order the same to be 
prosecuted, in the name of any person entitled to such 
money. 


§ 75. The clerk of each of these courts is authorized to 
administer oaths in the city of New York, in the same 
manner, and with like effect as if he was. clerk of a 
court of record, 


§ 76. The provisions of the code of procedure, in re- 
lation to appeals to review judgments rendered in these 
courts, from section three hundred and fifty-one to section 
three hundred and seventy-one, both inclusive, shall apply 
to said courts, except such appeals shall be to the Superior 
Court of the city of New York. 


§ 77. The justices of each of these courts may, in the 
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city of New York, by virtue of his office, administer 
oaths, take depositions and acknowledgments and certify 
the same?in like manner, and with like effect, as if he were 
avjustice or judge of a court of record; and he may also 
perform’ the duties enumerated in the following provisions 
of the Revised Statutes of this state, and have all the au- 
thority therein specified. 


1. Article fourth, title three, chapter seven, en- 
titled, of “depositions to be taken in the state, to be 
used in courts of other states and counties.” 


2. Article second, title ten, chapter eight, entitled 


“summary procecdings to recover the possession of" 


” 





Tand in other cases. 
8. Title one, chapter two, entitled “ of proceedings 
to prevent the commission of crimes.” 
4. Title two, chapter two, entitled, “of the arrest 
and Examination of offenders, their commitment for 
trial and letting them to bail.” 








ons of this act, from section ono to 
ve, apply exclusively to 


§ 78. All the pro 
section seventy-six, both inclu: 
these courts. Seti even relates to the 
only, who is thereby authorized to try special proceed- 
ings, and perform magisterial and such other duties as are 
therein conferred upon him, and the trial of an action or 
special proceeding may be continued, from day to day, or 
from one day to any other day or days until the same is 
finished. A special proceeding commences before one 
justice may be continued before any other justice having 
jurisdiction of the subject matter, the same as though it 
had been originally commenced before him. A transcript 










i 


.court of record, except that 
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of any proceedings had before either of said justices, or 
of any other paper filed with him, or of the minutes of 
any testimony taken by or before him, certified by him to 


be correct, shall be presumptive evidence of the facts 
therein contained. 


§ 79. The justice, when actually engaged in the hearing 
or trial of any special proceeding, shall have all the power 
and authority that are conferred on these courts, by sec- 
tion sixty-six of this act; and he may compel the attend- 
ance of witnesses on the trial of such special proceeding 
the same as if it was the trial of an action pending ina 
bpoenas shall be signed by 
the j éd to punish thein for neg- 
lect to attend the same, as courts of record are authorized 
to do. Fj 


§80. Words used in this act, in the past or present 
tense, include the future, a 





















stice; and he is authori 











well as the past or present; 
words used in the masculine gender include the feminine 
and neuter; the singular number includes the plural, and 
the plural the singular; the word “ person,” includes a 
corporation as well as a natural person; writing includes 
printing or printing paper; “ oath,” includes affirmation 
or declaration; “signature,” o “subscription,” includes 
“mark,” when the person cannot write, his name being 
written near it, and witnessed hy a person, who shall 
write his own name as witness. ‘The followi 
named in thi 
in this act, unles 











terms also 
have the signification attached to them 
otherwise apparent from the context: 





1. The word “attorney” signifies an attorney of 
tho Supreme Court of this state, duly licensed to 
practice as such. 
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2. The word “ district,” signifies judicial district. 


8, The word “clerk,” signifies the clerk of the 
court where the action is pending. 


4. The word, “ constable,” signifies any person au- 
thorized to perform the duties of a constable. 


5. The word “ Corporation,” includes every asso- 
ciation having any corporate rights, whether created 
by special acts of legislature, or under general laws. 


§ 81. All statutes, laws and rules heretofore in force in 
this state, in any case provided for by this act, or incon- 
sistent with its provisions, are hereby repealed and abro-. 
gated; nor is any such statute, law or rule to be deemed 
retained, because it is consistent with provisions upon the 
same subject in this act; but such repeal does not affect 
any right already existing or accrued, or any proceedings 
already taken, except in this act provided. 

§ 82. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Stare or New Yorr, } 

Secretary's Office. J Ihave compared the preceding 

with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 


certify that the'sanie is a correci transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the 
city of Albany, this fifteenth day of April, 
[u.s.] in the year-one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 
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AN AOT 
IN RELATION TO PARTY-WALLS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 
Passed April 1, 1857. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Suc, 1. It shall be lawful to increase the thickness of 
any partition wall, or other wall, between two adjoining 
buildings in the city of New York, erected before the 
passage of the act of fourteenth April, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, in relation to buildings in said city, provided 
that such additions be properly and securely tied into the 
original wall by iron fastenings, or slabs of stone, so as 
to make a firm wall of not less than sixteen inches in 
thickness; and such wall, when so'altered, shall be deemed 
and taken to be a sixteen inch wall, in like manner, as. if 
originally built of that thickness, anything in the before- 
mentioned act, to the contrary notwithstanding. 





$2. If any owner, or part owner, of any wall hereto- 
fore erected between two adjoining buildings in the city 
of New York, shall refuse to give his written consent to 
the reconstruction thereof, by the entire substitution of a 
new wall of the thickness now required by law, in build- 
ings more than fifty feet in height, it shall be lawful to 
inerease the thickness of such wall by additions thereto 
to be firmly secured by sufficient and proper iron anchors, 
or slabs of stone, making together a wall of at least six- 
teen inches in thickness; and such wall so strengthened 

3 
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and increased, shall be deemed and taken to be a sixteen 
inch wall, in like manner as if the same had been origi- 
nally built of that thickness. 


§ 38. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Srare or New York, 

Secretary's Office. t T have compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify the same to be a correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city 
of Albany, this third day of April, in the 
[t. s.] year one thousand cight hundred and fifty- 
seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 
Passed April 14, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in, Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as ‘follows : 


Sxo. 1. The Corporation now existing, and known by, 
the name of * The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the city of New York,” shall continue to be a body poli- 
tic, and corporate in fact and in name, by the same name, 
and shall have perpetual succession, with all the grants, 
powers and privileges heretofore had by “ the Mayor, Al- 
dermen and Commonalty of the city of New York.” 

§ 2. The legislative power of the said Corporation 
shall be vested in a Board of Aldermen and a Board of 
Councilmen, who together, shall form the Common Council 
of the city of New York. 


§ 3. The Board of Aldermen shall consist of one*Alder- 
man, to be elected from each district in the city and county 
of New York, as hereinafter provided for. The members 
of the Board of Aldermen first elected under- this act, 
shall be classified as follows: The Aldermen from districts 
having an odd numerical designation shall hold such office 
for the term of one y ‘ar, and those from districts having an 
even numerical designation shall hold such office for the 
term of two years. At all subsequent elections for alder- 
men, they shall be elected for the full term of two years. 

§ 4. There shall be six councilmen elected from each 
senatorial district in the city of New York, as the same 
now are or may!hereafter be constituted by general ticket, 
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in each of said districts, and the person so elected from 
each of said senatorial districts, shall together form the 
Board of Councilmen for the said city. The Councilmen 
shall be chosen for one year. 


§ 5. No person shall be eligible to the office of Alder- 
man or Councilman, who shall not, at the time of his 
election, be a resident of the'district from which he is 
chosen. 


§6. Each Board of the Common Council shall have 
power to direct a special election to be held, to supply the 
place of any member whose seat shall become vacant by 
death, removal from the city, resignation, or otherwise, 
and in cither case the person elected to supply the vacancy 
shall hold his seat only for the residue of the term of office 
of his immediate predecessor. 


§ 7. The Boards shall meet in separate chambers, and 
a majority of either shall be a quorum to do business. 
Each Roard shall appoint a President from its own body, 
and shall choose its clerk and other officers, determine the 
rules of its own proceedings, and be the judge of the 
election, returns, and qualifications of its own members. 
Each Board shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
its doors shall be kept open, except when the public wel- 
fare shall require secrecy; and all resolutions and reports 
of committees, which shall recommend any specific im- 
provement, involving the appropriation of public moneys, 
or the taxing or assessing the eitizens of the city, shall be 
published immediately after the adjournment of the Board, 
under the authority of the Board, in all the newspapers 
employed by the Corporation, and shall not be passed or 
adopted until after such notice has heen published at least 
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two days; and whenever a vote is taken in relation there- 
to the ayes and noes shall be ealled and published in the 
same manner, 


§.8. Each Board shall have the authority to compel-the 
attendance of absent members, to punish its members for 
disorderly behavior, and to expel a member with a con- 
currence of two thirds of the members elected to the 
Board; and the member so expelled shall, by such expul- 
sion, forfeit all his rights and powers as an Alderman or 
Councilman, and no Alderman or Councilman shall be 
questioned in any other place for any speech or vote in 
either Board. 


§.9. The stated and occasional meetings of each Board 
of the Common Council, shall be regulated by its own 
ordinances; and both Boards may meet on the same or on 
different days, as they may severally judge expedient. 

§ 10. Any person holding office under this charter, who 
shall, during his term of office, accept, hold or retain any 
other civil office of honor, trust or emolument under the 
government of the United States, or under this charter, 
or who shall, during his said term of office, receive any 
fees or emoluments, directed to be paid by any ordinance 
of the Common Council, except as hereinafter provided, 
shall be deemed thereby to have vacated his office. 





§ 11. Every legislative act of the Common Council 
shall be by ordinance, act, or resolution which shall have 
passed the two Boards of Common Coundil, before it 
shall take effect, shall be presented, duly certified, to the 
Mayor of the city for his approval. If he approve, he 
shall sign it; if not, he shall return it within ten days 
thereafter, with his objections, to the Board in which 


’ 
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it originated, or, if such Board be not then in session, at 
its next stated meeting. The Board to which it shall be 
returned, shall enter the objections at large on their jour- 
nal, and cause the same to be published in one or more of 
the daily newspapers of the city. But no ordinance, act 
or resolution shall be valid, unless the same shall have 
received the assent of both Boards within the same year. 


§12. The Board to which such ordinance, act or reso- 
Jution shall have been so returned, shall, after the expira- 
tion of not less than ten days thereafter, proceed to reeon- 
sider the same. If, after such reconsideration, at least 
two thirds of all the members elected to the Board shall 
agree to pass the same, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections, to the other Board, by which it shall be like- 
wise reconsidered, and, if approved by at least two thirds 
of all the members elected to such Board, it shall take 
effect as an act or law of the Corporation. In all such 
cases, the votes of both Boards shall be determined by 
yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and 
against the passage of the ordinance reconsidered, shall 
be entered on the journal of each Board respectively. 


§13. If the Mayor shall not return the ordinance so 
presented to him within the time above limited for that 
purpose, it shall take effect in the same manner as if he 
had approved it. 


§ 14. Any ordinance of the Common Council may 
originate in either Board, and when it shall have passed 
one Board, may be rejected or amended by the other. But 
no ordinance shall be passed by either Board, except by 
the.vote of a majority of all the members elected to such 
Board. 
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$15. Neither the Mayor nor Recorder of the city of New_ 
York, shall be a member of the Common Council thereof. 


§ 16. The executive power of the Corporation shall be 
vested in the Mayor and the Executive Departments. 


§ 17. Whenever there shall be a vacancy in the office of 
Mayor, or whenever the Mayor shall be absent from the 
city, or be prevented by sickness, or any other cause, from 
attending to the duties of his office, or shall be removed, 
as hereinafter provided for, the President of the Board 
of Aldermen shall act as Mayor, and shall possess all the 
rights and powers of the Mayor, during the continuance 
of such vacancy, absence or disability, and until the next 
charter election, in the case of a vacancy or removal from 
office. 


§ 18. It shall be the duty of the Mayor— 

1. To communicate to the Common Council at 
Teast once a year, and oftener if he shall deem it ex- 
pedient, a general statement of the situation and 
condition of the city, in relation to its government, 
finances and improvements. 


2. To recommend for the adoption of the Common 
Council, all such measures connected with the police, 
security, health, cleanliness and ornament of the city, 
and the improvement of its government and finances, 
ashe shall deem expedient. 


8. To be vigilant and active in causing the ordi- 
nances of the city to be duly executed and enforced. 


4. To exercise a constant supervision over the con: 
duct and acts of all subordinate officers, and to 
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receive and examine into all such complaints as may 
be preferred against any of them for violation or 
neglect of duty, and generally to perform all such 
duties as may be prescribed for him by the charter 
and city ordinances, and the laws of this state or 
the United States. 


5. To appoint such clerks as may be authorized by 
the Common Council, and as may be required in his 
office, to aid him in the discharge of his official duties. 


§19. The Mayor, Comptroller and Counsel to the 
Corporation, shall each be elected by the electors of the 
city; the Mayor for the term of two years, the Counsel to 
the Corporation for the term of three years, and the 
Comptroller for the term of four years. ‘lhe Comptroller 
shall be voted for upon a separate ballot. The other 
heads of departments shall be appointed by the Mayor, 
with the advice and consent of the Board of Aldermen. 
The Board of Aldermen shall haye power to confirm or 
reject all nominations of officers made by the Mayor; and 
whenever any person nominated by the Mayor shall be 
rejected by the Board of Aldermen, the Mayor shall im- 
mediately nominate another person, 


§ 20. The Mayor, Comptroller and Counsel to the 
Corporation, may each be removed by the governor, for 
cause, in the manner provided by law in the case of sher- 
iffs. The vacancy occasioned by the removal of the 
Comptroller or Counsel to the Corporation, shall be 
filled by the Mayor, with the advice and consent of the 
Board of Aldermen, until it shall be supplied at the next 
annual election of charter officers. 





41 Doe. No 9. 


§ 21. The other heads of the Executive Departments, 
except the officers of the Croton Aqueduct Board, shall 
hold their office for two years, and until the appointment 
of their successors. The Mayor shall have power to sus- 
pend, for cause, during any recess of the Common Council, 
and by and with the consent of the Board of Aldermen, to 
remoye any of the heads of departments, except the Comp- 
troller and the Counsel to the Corporation, which suspen- 
sion and the cause thereof shall be communicated to the 
Common Council, ifin on, if not, then at the first meet- 
ing thereof. The Board of Aldermen shall have power, 
without the consent of the Mayor, by a vote of two thirds 
of all the memberselected to remove any of the heads of de- 
partments, for cause, other than the Comptroller and Coun- 
sel to the Corporation. The heads of departments shall 
have power to appoint and remove the chiefs of bureaux 
and clerks in their respective departments; except that the 
Chamberlain shall be appointed by the Mayor, with the 
consent of the Board of Aldermen, and may be removed 
in the same manner with heads of departments. The 
chiefs of bureaux and clerks of departments and bureaux, 
shal hold office duriag the same term enjoyed by the 
heads of departments, unless sooner removed. The Chief 
Engineer of the Fire Department shall be elected in the 
same manner as is now, or may hereafter be preseribed by 
Jaw. The number of clerks to the departments shall be 
as fixed by the Common Council, who shall also fix the 
terms of all offices created by them under authority of law. 











§ 22. There shall be an executive department, which 
shall be denominated the “ Department of Finance,” which 
shall have control of all the fiscal concerns of the Corpora- 
tion, and shall prescribe the forms of keeping and render- 
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ing all city accounts; and all accounts rendered to, or 
kept in the other departments of the city government, 
shall be subject to the inspection and revision of the offit 
cers of this department. It shall settle and adjust all 
claims in favor of or against the Corporation, and all ac- 
counts in which the Corporation is concerned either as 
debtor or creditor. The chief officer of this department 
shall be called the “Comptroller of the city of New York.” 
There shall be a bureau in this department for the col- 
lection of the revenue accruing from rents and interest 
on bonds and mortgages, and for the collection of all 
revenues arising from the use or sale of property belong- 
ing to or managed by the city, and for the performance 
of such other duties as may be directed by the Common 
Council; the chief officer of which shall be called the 
“Collector of the City Revenue.” There shall also be 
a bureau in this department for the collection of taxes; 
the chief officer’ thereof shall be called the “ Receiver 
of Taxes,” who shall have all the powers and perform all 
the duties now prescribed by law for the Receiver of Taxes, 
and the office of Receiver of Taxes, as heretofore consti- 
tuted, and the provisions of law relatifg 1o him are hereby 
modified so as to conform to the provisions of this act. 
There shall also bea bureau in this department for the col- 
lection of arrears of taxes, arrears of assessments and ar- 
rears of water rents, the chief officer of which shall be called 
the “Clerk of Arrears.” There shall also be a bureau in 
this department for the reception of all moneys paid into 
the treasury of the city, and for the payment of moneys 
on the warrant drawn by the Comptroller and counter 
signed by the Mayor and Clerk of the Common Council; 
and the chief officer thereof shall be called the “Chamber- 
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Tain of the city of New York.” The Chamberlain shall 
keep books, showing the amounts paid on account of the 
several appropriations; and no warrants shall be paid on 
account of any appropriations after the amount authorized 
to be raised by tax for that specific purpose shall have 
been expended. There shall be another bureau in the De- 
partment of Finance, to be called the “Auditing Bureau,” 
and the chief officer thereof shall be the “ Auditor of Ac- 
counts.” It shall revise, audit and settle all accounts in 
which the city is concerned as debtor or creditor; it shall 
keep an account of each claim for or against the Corpora- 
tion, and of the sums allowed upon each, ani certify the 
same, with the. reasons for the allowance, to the, Comp- 
troller. The Comptroller shall report to the Common 
Council, once in ninety days, the name of every person 
in whose favor an account has becen audited, with the 
decision of the Auditor upon the same, together with the 
final action of the Comptroller thereon. All moneys drawn 
from the city treasury shall be upon vouchers for the ex- 
penditure thereof, examined and allowed by the Auditor, 
and approved by the Comptroller and filed in his office. 


§ 23.'There shall be an exccutive department which 
shall be denominated the ‘Street Department,” which 
shall have cognizance of opening, altering, regulating, 
grading, flagging, curbing, guttering and lighting streets, 
roads, places and avenues; of building, repairing and 
lighting wharves and piers, the construction and repairing 
of public roads, the care of public buildings and places, 
and the filling up of sunken lots, under the ordinances of 
the Common Council. The chief officer thereof shall be 
called “ Street Commissioner.” There shall be a burean 
in this department, the chief officer of which shall be 


Doe. No. 9.) 44 


called the “Superintendent of Wharyes.” There shall 
also be a bureau in this department, to be denominated 
the “ Bureau of Repairs and supplies,” which shall have 
cognizance of all repairs and supplies to public buildings, 
lands and places, and of all other necessary repairs and 
supplies not provided for in other departments, the chief 
officer thereof shall be a practical builder, and he shall be 
called the “Superintendent of Repairs and Supplies.” 
There shall also be a burean in this department, to be de- 
nominated the “Bureau of Lamps and Gas,” the, chief 
officer of which shall be called “Superintendent of Lamps 
and Gas.” The Chief Engincer of the Fire Department 
shall have a bureau under the Street Department, and 
shall have charge of repairing fire engines and fire ap- 
paratus. There shall be a bureau in this department, the 
chief officer of which shall be called the “ Superintendent 
of Roads.” There shall be a bureau in’ this department 
for the collection of assessments, and the chief officer 
thereof shall be called the “ Collector of Assessments,” 
There shall be a bureau in this department for grading, 
flagging, curbing and guttering streets, the chief officer 
of which shall be called the “Superintendent of Street 
Improvements.” 





§ 24. There shall continue to be an exccutive cepart- 
ment, under the denomination of the ‘ Croton Aqueduct 
Board,” which shall have charge of the Croton Aqueduct, 
and all structures and property connected with the supply 
and distribution of Croton water in the vity of New York, 
and the under-ground drainage of the same; and the publie 
sewers of said city, and permits for street vaults, and of 
paving, repaving and repairing streets and digging 
and constructing wells; and the collection of the revenues 
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arising from the sale of the Croton water, with such other 
powers and duties as are or may be prescribed by law. 
‘The chief officers thereof shall be called the “ President, 
Engineer and Assistant Commissioner,” who, together 
shall form the Croton Aqueduct Board, and held their 
offices for five years. There shall be a bureau in this de- 
partment for the collection of the revenues derived from 
the sale of the water, and the chief officer thereof shall be 
called the “ Water Registrar.” There shall also bea 
bureau in this department for the laying of water nipes 
and the construction and repairs of sewers, wells and hy- 
drants; paving, repaving and repairing streets, the chief 
officer of which shall be called the “ Water Purveyor.” 


§25. There shall continue to be an executive depart- 
ment knownas the “Alms-house Department,” which shall 
have cognizance of all matters relating to the Alms-house 
and Prisons of said city; the chief officers thereof shall 
be called the “ Governors of the Alms-house;” they shall 
take and hold their offices as provided by the act enti- 
tled “An act to provide for the government of the Alms- 
house and Penitentiary in the city and county of New 
York,” and be charged with the duties, pqwers and re- 
sponsibilities prescribed by that act. All ordinary appro- 
priations intended for the support and government of the 
Alms-house Department proposed by the Governors of 
the Alms-house, shall, before the same are finally made, 
be submitted by the governors to a Board consisting of 
the President of the Board of Aldermen, and the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Councilmen, Mayor and Comptrollér, 
If said Board approve of the appropriations, it shall im- 
mediately report the same to the Supervisorsof the county 
of New York; if it shall disapprove of the saine, it shall 
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return them with objections to the Goyernors of the Alms- 
house for their reconsideration; and in case the said goy- 
ernors shall, upon a reconsideration, adhere, by a vote of 
two thirds of all the governors then in office to the ori- 
ginal appropriations, they shall return them to the said 
Board, whose duty it shall be to report to the Supervisors. 
The Board of Education shall also submit, in like manner, 
all appropriations required byt, and said appropriations 
shall be subject to all the provisions of this section, so far 
as the same may be applicable. 


§ 26. Thereshall be an executive department known as 
the “Law Department,” which shall have the charge of, 
and conduct all the law business of the Corporation, and 
of the departments thereof, and all other law business in 
which the city shall be interested, when so ordered by the 
Corporation, and shall have the charge of and conduct 
the, legal proceedings necessary in opening, widening or 
altering strects, and draw the leases, deeds and other pa- 
pers connected with the Financial Department; and the chief 
officer thereof shall be called the ‘Counsel to the Cor- 
poration.” There shall be a bureau in this department, 
the chief officer of which shall be denominated the “ Cor- 
poration Attorney.” There shall be also a bureau in this 
department, the chief officer of which shall be called the 
‘Public Administrator.” 


§ 27. There shall be an executive department known as 
the “City Inspector’s Department,” the chief officer of 
which shall be the “City Inspector,” and shall have 
cognizance of all matters affecting the public health, pur- 
suant to the ordinances of the Common Council, and the 
lawful requirements of the Commissioners of Health and 
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of the Board of Health. There shall be a bureau in tho 
City Inspector's Department, to be called the “Bureau 
of Sanitary Inspection and Street Cleaning,” under the 
control of an officer named the ‘‘ Superintendent of Sani- 
tary Inspection,” and who shall render suchservices ag 
by ordinance may attach to said bureau, in cleaning the 
streets and in the abatement and removal of nuisances 
detrimental to the public health in said city. There shall 
also be a bureau in this department. fo be known as the 
* Bureau of Records and Statistics,” and which shall be 
under the direction of the Registrar of Records, and in 
which bureau shall be kept all records which may by law 
or ordinance be required to-be kept in said department. 
The Coroners in and for the city aud county of New York, 
shall make return to the City Inspector of all inqnisitions 
taken by them in the said city and county, (excepting 
those charging homicide, or felonious assault, which shall 
be filed with the Clerk of the Court of General Sessions.) 
There shall also be a bureau in this department for the 
inspection, regulation and management of the public mar- 
kets, the chief officer of which shall be denominated 
“Superintendent of Markets.” And it shall be the duty 
of the Croton Aqueduct Department at all times, to per- 
mit the City Inspector to order the hydrants to be used 
for cleansing the streets, provided that such use shall not 
endanger the general supply of the Croton water and shall 
be used under such regulations as the Croton Aqueduct 
Board may prescribe. The City Inspector shall, after the 
passage of this act, appoint such number of Inspectors and 
Sealers of Weights and Measures as now or may hereafter 
exist, and who shall succeed to all the powers and per- 
form the duties and receive compensation as now by law 
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prescribed, and shall hold office upon the same terms as 
chiefs of bureaux. 


§ 28. It shall be lawful for the Common Council of said 
city to establish such other bureaux as they may deem the 
public interest may require, and to assign to them, and to 
the departments and bureaux herein created, such duties 
as they may direct, not inconsistent with this act, and the 
duties thereof sual! be performed in accordance with the 
charter and laws and ordinances of the city; but no ex- 
pense shall be incurred by any of the departments or offi- 
cers thereof, whether the object of expenditure shall have 
been ordered by the Common Council or not, unless an 
appropriation shall have been previously made covering 
such expense. And no member of the Common Conneil, 
head of department, chief of bureau, deputy thereof or 
clerk therein, or other officer of the Corporation, shall be 
directly or indirectly interested in any contract, work or 
business, or the sale of any article the expense, price or 
consideration of which is paid from the ejty treasury, or 
by any assessment levied by any act or ordinance of the 
Common Council; nor in the purchase of any real estate, 
or other property belonging to the Corporation, or which 
shall be sold for taxes or assessments, or by virtue of legal 
process at the suit of the said Corporation. - 


§ 29. The Mayor, or either Board of Common Council, 
may at any time require the opinion in writing of the 
head of any department upon any subject relating to his 
department, or any information possessed by him in rela- 
tion thereto. And eyery head of department shall report 
in writing to the Common Council, quarterly, the state of 
his department, with such suggestion in relation to the 
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improvement thereof, and to the public business connected 
therewith, as he may deem advisable. 


§ 30. It shall be the duty of the Common Council to 
provide for the accountability of all officers and other per- 
sons to whom the receipt or expenditure of the funds of 
the city shall be intrusted by requiring from them suffi- 
cient security for the performance of their duties or trust, 
which security shall be annually renewed; but the se- 
curity first taken shall remain in force until new security 
shall be given, 


§ 31. Annual and occasional appropriations shall be 
made by proper ordinances of the Common Council for 
every branch and object of city expenditure; and no 
money shall be drawn from the city treasury except the 
same shall have been previously appropriated to the pur- 
pose for which it is drawn. 

§ 82. Until the Common Council shall otherwise di- 
rect, the existing ordinances shall apply to the depart- 


ments herein mentioned, so far as the same are applicable 
thereto and not inconsistent with this act. 











§ 88. The Common Council shall not have authority to 
borrow any sums of money whatever on the credit of the 
Corporation, except in anticipation of the revenue of the 
year in which such loan shall be made, unless authorized 
by a special act of the legislature. 


§ 84. It shall be the duty of the Comptroller to publish, 
two mouths before the annual election of charter officers 
in each year, for the general information of the citizens 
of New York, a full and detailed statement of the receipts 
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and expenditures of the Corporation during the year end- 
ing on the first day of the month in which such publication 
is made; and in every such statement, the different sources 
of city revenue, and the amount received from each; the 
several appropriations made by the Common Council, the 
objects for which the same were made, and the amount of 
moneys expended under cach; the moneys borrowed on 
the credit of the Corporation, the authority under which 
each loan was made, and the terms on which the same 
was obtained, shall be clearly and particularly specified. 


§ 35. No tax or penalty shall hereafter be imposed 
upon or collected of any person, nor license required for 
selling or exposing for sale upon his, her, or their own 
premises in said city, any wholesome article of food; nor 
for selling such articles in such parts of the streets of said 
city as may be designated by the Common Council for 
that purpose. 


§ 86. The Clerk of the Board of Aldermen shall, by 
virtue of his office, be Clerk of the Common Council, and 
shall perform all the duties heretofore performed by the 
Clerk of the Common Council, except such as shall be as- 
signed to the Clerk of the Board of Councilmen; and it 
shall be his duty to keep open for inspection, at all rea- 
sonable times, the records and minutes of the proceedings 
of the Common Council, except such as shall be specially 
ordered otherwise. The Clerk of each Board shall ap- 
point, and may remove at pleasure, deputy clerks in his 
department, to the number authorized by ordinance. The 
Clerk of the Common Council shall keep the seal of the 
city; and his signature shall be necessary to all leases, 
grants, and other documents, as under existing laws. 
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§ 37. It shall be the duty of the Clerks of the respect- 
ive Boards to publish all ordinances and amendments of 
ordinances which shall be passed, and also the proceed- 
ings, in the newspapers which may be employed by the 
Corporation, except such parts as may require secrecy; 
and whenever a vote shail be taken in either Board, upon 
the passage of an ordinance which shall contemplate any 
specific improvement, or involve the sale, disposition or 
appropriation of public property, or the expenditure of 
public moneys or income therefrom, or lay any tax or 
assessment, such ordinance shall, before the same shall be 
sent to the other Board and immediately after the ad- 
journinent of the Board at which the same shall have been 
passed, be published with the yeas and nays, and with the 
names of the persons voting for and against the same, in 
the newspapers employed by the Corporation, as part of 
the proceedings; and no ordinance which shall have 
passed one Board shall be acted upon by the other Board 
on the same day, unless by unanimous consent, except in 
case of invasion, insurrection, riot or pestilence. 


§ 38. All contracts to be made or let by authority of 
the Common Council for work to be done or supplies to 
be furnished, and all sales of personal property inythe cus- 
tody of the several departments or bureaux, shall be made 
by the appropriate heads of departments, under such regu- 
lations as shall be established by ordinances of the Com- 
mon Council. Whenever any work is necessary to be 
done to complete or perfect a particular job, or any sup- 
ply is needful for any particular purpose, which work and 
job is to be undertaken or supply furnished for the Cor- 
poration, and the several parts of the said work or supply 
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shall together involve the expenditure of more than two 
fiundred and fifty dollars, the same shall be by contract, 
under such regulations concerning it as shall be established 
by ordinance of the Common Council, unless by a vote of 
three fourths of the members elected to each Board, it 
shall be ordered otherwise; and all contracts shall be en- 
tered into by the appropriate heads of departments, and 
shall be founded on sealed bids or proposals made in com- 
pliance with public notice advertised in such of the news 
papers of the city as may be employed by the Corporation 
for the purpose; said notice to be published for at least ten 
days in each of the daily newspapers so employed; and all 
such contracts when given, shall be given to the lowest 
bidd shall be settled by the 
Corporation Counsel as an act of preliminary spe 
urity for the 
faithful performance of his contract in the manner pre- 











, the terms of whose contract 








to the bid or proposal, and who shall give 





scribed and required by ordinance; and the adequacy and 
sufficiency of this seearity shall, in addition to the justifi- 
cation and acknowledgment, be approved by the Comp- 
troller. All bids or proposals shall be publicly opened 
by the office 
ence of the Comptroller. 
glect or refuse to aceop$ the contract within forty 





ing for the same, and in the pres- 
Tf the lowest bidder shall ne- 
ieht 
hours after written notice that the same has been awarded 
to his bid or proposal, it shall be readvertised and relet 
as above provided. All property sold under the authority 
of the Common Council, shall be sold at auction, after pre- 
vious public notice, under the superintendence of the appro- 
priate head of department. Every contract, when made 
and entered into as before provided for, shall be exeented 
in duplicate, and shall be filed in the Departinent of Fi- 
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nance; a receipt for each payment made on account of, or 
in satisfaction of, the same, shall be indorsed on the said 
contract by the party receiving the warrant; which war- 
rant shall be only given to the person interested in such 
contract, or his authorized representative. The proceeds 
of all sales made under and by virtue of this section, shall 
be, by the officer receiving the same, immediately deposited 
with the City Chamberlain, and the account of sales, veri- 
fied by the officer making the sale, shall be immediately 
filed in the office of the Comptroller. No expenditure for 
work or supplies, involving an amount for which no ¢on- 
tract is required, shall be made, except the necessity there~ 
for be certified to by the head of the appropriate depart- 
ment, and the expenditure be authorized by the Common 
Council. 


§ 39. Every person elected or appointed to any office 
under the city government, shall, on or before the Ist day 
of January next succeeding each election, or within five 
days after notice of such appointment, take and subscribe 
an oath or affirmation, faithfully to perform the duties of 
his office; which oath or affirmation shall be filed in the 
Mayor's office. 


§ 40. Any officer of the city government, or person em- 
ployed in its service, who shall willfully violate or evade 
any of the provisions of this charter, or commit any fraud 
upon the city, or convert any of the public property to his 
own use, or knowingly permit any other person so to con- 
vert it, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, in 
addition to the penalties imposed by law, shall forfeit his 
office, and be excluded for ever after from receiving or 
holding any office under the city charter; and any per- 
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son who shall willfully swear falsely in any oath or affirma- 
tion required by this act, shall be guilty of perjury. 


§ 41. All ferries, docks, piers and slips shall be leased; 
and all sales of public property and franchises (other 
than grants of land under water, to which the owners 
of the upland shall have a pre-emptive right), shall be 
made by public auction, and to the highest bidder who 
will give adequate security. No lease hereafter given 
(except as the same may be required by covenants of the 
Corporation already existing) shall be for a longer period 
than ten years; and all ferry leases shall be revocable by 
the Common Council for mismanagement or neglect to 
provide adequate accommodations. All persons acquir- 
ing any ferry lease or other franchise or grant under the 
provisions of this act, shall be required to purchase, at a 
fair appraised valuation, the boats, buildings and other 
property of the former lessees or grantees, actually neces- 
sary for the purposes of such ferry grant or franchise. 
Previous notice of all sales referred to in this section shall 
be given, under the direction of the Comptroller, in the 
newspapers employed by the Corporation, and for thirty 
days in each of the daily newspapers so employed. 





§ 42. No money shall be expended by the Corporation 
for any celebration, procession or entertainment of any 
kind, or on any occasion unless by the votes of three 
fourths of all the members elected to each Board of: the 
Common Council. 


§ 43. The Common Council are hereby authorized and 
directed to make all necessary arrangements for the con- 
duct and regulation of all elections authorized under the 
provisions of this act,and in conformity, as far as may 


i 
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be, to the general election Jane, except as herein other- 
wise provided. 


§ 44. No officer under this charter, except the Collec- 
tor of City Revenue, Collector of Assessments, Clerk of 
Arrears, Counsel to the Corpcration or Inspector of 
Vessels, shall have or receive from the Corporation or 
city treasury any perquisites or any compensation or com- 
mission for his services, except a salary, except that the 
City Inspector may receive to his own use such portion of 
the fees allowed for the recording births and marriages, as 
are or may be prescribed by law. The salaries of all offi- 
cers provided for by this act, or that may be created by 
the Common Council in pursuance of this act, shall be pre- 
scribed by ordinance to be passed by the Common Coun- 
cil and approved as herein before provided, for the ap- 
proval of all ordinances, for raising and appropriating the 
money or disposing of the property of the city; and any 
fees that now are, or hereafter may be provided for any 
officer under this charter except as aforesaid, shall, on the 
receipt thereof, be paid by such officer into the city trea- 
sury. No member of the Common Council shall receive 
any compensation for his services as such member. 





§ 45, All officers or other persons, to whom the receipts 
or expenditures of the city, or fees or funds payable into the 
city treasury, shall be intrusted, shall give sufficient se- 
curity for the faithful performance of their duty in such 
form and amount as the Common Council may prescribe, 
which shall be annually renewed. 


§ 46. No additional allowance, beyond the legal claim, 
under any contract with the Corporation or for any services 
on its account, or in its employment, shall ever be allowed. 


§ 47. No bid shall be accepted from, or contract award- 
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ed to, any person who is in arrears to the Corporation 
upon debt or contract, or who is a defaulter, as surety or 
otherwise, upon any obligation to the Corporation. 


§ 48. No Alderman shall hereafter sit or act as Judge 
of the Court of Oyer and Terminer, or in the Courts of 
General or Special Sessions in the city and county of 
New York; but this section shall not prevent his exercis- 
ing the power of magistrate in the arrest, commitment or 
bailing of offenders, excepting that he cannot let to bail or 
dischargea person arrested or committed by another magis- 
trate. Courts of Oyer and Terminer in and for the city and 
county of New York may be held by a Justice of the Su- 
preme Court and the Court of General Sessiors in and for 
the said city and county, by the Recorder or City Judge 
of the said city and county; of Special Sessions therein, by 
any two Police Justices of said city, and when either of the 
said courts shall be held as aforesaid, all the powers and 
jurisdiction appertaining by law to each of said courts, 
shall be possessed and exercised by the officer or officers 
holding the same. 

§ 49. The grand jury of the county may present any 
officer other than Mayor, Counsel to the Corporation, or 
Comptroller, created by or holding office under this char- 
ter, but only upon testimony from witnesses who are per- 
sonally cognizant of the facts they testify to, and after 
the person so charged shall have had a reasonable oppor- 
tunity to appear before said grand jury in person, in expla- 
nation thereof. This presentment may charge such officer 
with willful and fraudulent omission of duty, or commis- 
sion of any official act prohibited bylaw. It shall be filed 
with the clerk of the court to which the presentment is 
made. A copy shall be served upon the officer afore- 
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said, who shall be required to plead thereto as to an 
indictment. If he admit the charges of the present- 
ment so filed and served, the court shall declare his office 
vacant. Ifhe deny them, the said presentment shall be 
tried in the same manner as an indictment. If the jury 
convict him of any charge contained in the presentment, 
the court shall then declare his office vacant. The court 
shall order its declaration, if the person so presented shall 
be found guilty, to be entered on its minutes, and a copy 
thereof filed with the Clerk of the Common Council, and 
thereupon the said office shall become vacant, and the per- 
son so convicted shall for ever be disqualified from hold- 
ing any office, not elective, under the City Charter. 


§ 50, The city of New York shall be divided into seven- 
teen aldermanie districts as follows: 


The first district shall consist of all that part of the city 
south of a line drawn from the Hudson river through the 
middle of Chambers street to the middle of Duane street, 
down the middle of Duane street to Rose street, down the 
middle of Rose sirect to Frankfort street, down the mid- 
dle of Frankfort street to Pearl street, down the middle 
of Pearl street to Dover street, and down the middle of 
Dover street to the East river. 


The second district shall be bounded southerly by the 
first district, then up the middle of Broadway from 
Chambers to Franklin street, down the centre of Frank- 
lin (o Baxter strect, up the centre of Baxter to Bayard 
street, through the centre of Bayard to Bowery, down the 
centre of Bowery to Catharine street, and down the cen- 
tre of Catharine streetto East river, and east by the 
tiver. 
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The third district shall be bounded southerly by the 
first district, then up the middle of {Broadway from 
Chambers street to Spring street, through the middle of 
Spring street to Hudson river, and west by the river. 

The fourth district shall be bounded southerly by the 
second district, then up the middle of Broadway from 
Franklin to Grand street, through the centre of Grand 
street to Clinton strect, down the centre of Clinton’street 
to East river, and east by the river. 

The fifth district shall be bounded southerly by the 
third district, then by a line drawn up the middle of 
Broadway from Spring street to Fourth street, thence 
through the centre of Fourth street to Christopher street, 
and through the centre of Christopher street to Hudson 
river, and west by the river. 

Thesixth district shall be bounded southerly by the fourth 
district, then by a linc drawn up the middle of Broadway, 
from Grand street to Houston street, then down the mid- 
dle of Houston strect to Clinton street, and down the 
middle of Clinton street to Grand street. 

The seventh district shall be bounded southerly by the 
fifth district, then by a line drawn up the middle of Broad- 
way, from Fourth to Fourteenth street, and through the 
centre of Fourteenth street to Hudson river, and west by 
the river. 

The eighth district shall be bounded south and east by 
the East river, on the west and north by a line drawn 
from the river up the middle of Clinton street to Houston 
street, and down the middle of Houston street to said 
river. 


The ninth district shall be bounded southerly by the seyv- 
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enth district, and then by a line drawn through the middle 
of Sixth avenue from Fourteenth street to Twenty-sixth 
street, and through the centre of Twenty-sixth street to 
Hudson river, and west by the river. 


The tenth district shall be bounded on the south by the 
sixth district, thence by a line drawn through the middle 
of Broadway from Houston street to Fourteenth street, 
down the middle of Fourteenth street to Avenue A, and 
down the middle of Avenue A to Houston street. 


The eleventh district shall be bounded southerly by 
the ninth district, thence by a line drawn through the 
middle of Sixth avenue from Twenty-sixth street to For- 
tieth street, and through the centre of Fortieth street to 
Hudson river, and west by the river. 

The twelfth district shall be bounded southerly by the 
middle of Houston street, thence by a line drawn up the 
middle of Avenue A from Houston street to Fourteenth 
street, and down the middle of Fourteenth street to the 
East river, and east by said river. K 

The thirteenth district.shall be formed of the territory 
now known as the Twenty-second Ward. 


The fourteenth district shall be bounded by a line com- 
mencing at therintersection of Fourteenth street with the 
East river, thence through tie centre of Fourteenth street 
to the Sixth avenue, thence through the centre of Sixth 
avenue to Twenty-sixth strect, and thence through the 
centre of Twenty-sixth street to the East river, and east- 
erly by the river. 

The fifteenth district shall be bounded southerly by the 
fourteenth district, thence through the centre of Sixth 
ayenue from Twenty-sixth street to Fortieth street, thence 
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through the centre of Fortieth street to the Hast river, 
and easterly by said river. 


The sixteenth district shall comprehend the territory 
now known as the Nineteenth Ward. 


The seventeenth district shall comprehend the territory 
now known as the T'welfth Ward, being that portion of 
the city of New York north of the centre of Eighty-sixth 
street. 


§ 51. The Mayor, Aldermen and Councilmen, provided 
for in this act, shall be elected at the first election for 
charter officers, to be held after the passage hereof, which 
election shall take place on the first Tucsday of December, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven; all persons who shall 
have been elected under former laws regulating or affect- 
ing the election of charter officers, and shall be in office 
ai the time of the passage of this act, shall continue in 
office until the officers elected under this act shall take 
office, and no longer, except that the offices of Com- 
missioner of Repairs and Supplies and of Commissioner 
of Streets and Lamps, are hereby abolished, and ex- 
cept that the persons now filling the several offices of 
Comptroller, Counsel to the Corporation, Street Com: 
missioner and City Inspector, and the officers of the Cro- 
ton Aqueduct Department, shall continue in office until the 
expiration of their several terms, and shall not be removed 
from office during such continuance, except for the cause 
and in the manner provided for in sections 20 and 49 of 
this act, and all other charter officers, and all school officers, 
and each governor of the Alms-house, whose term of 
office may expire with the present municipal year, shall 
‘be also elected on the day before provided for by this 
section. 
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§ 52. Every person who shall promise, offer or give, or 
cause, or aid, or abet, in causing to be promised, offered, 
or given, or furnish, or agree to furnish, in whole or in part, 
to be promised, offered or given to any member of the Com- 
mon Council, or any officer of the Corporation, after his 
election as such member, or before or after he shall have 
qualified and taken his seat, any moneys, goods, right in 
action or other property, or any thing of value, or any 
pecuniary advantage, present or prospective, with intent 
to influence his vote, opinion, judgment or action on any 
question, matter, cause or proceeding which may be then 
pending, or may, by law, be brought before him in his off- 
cial capacity, shall, upon conviction, be imprisoned in a 
penitentiary for aterm not exceeding two years, or shall 
be fined not exceeding five thousand dollars, or both, in 
the discretion of the court. Every officer in this section 
enumerated, who shall accept any such gift or promise or 
undertaking, to make the same, under any agreement or 
undertaking that his vote, opinion, judgment or action 
shall be influenced thereby, or shall be given in any parti- 
cular manner, or upon any particular side of any question, 
matter, cause or proceeding then pending, or which may 
by law be brought before !:im, in his official capacity shall, 
upon conviction, be disqualified from holding any public 
office, trust or appointment, under the charter of the city 
of New York, and shall forfeit his office, and shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment in the penitentiary not exceeding 
two years, or by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, 
or both, in the discretion of the court. Every person 
offending against either of the provisions of this section, 
shall be a competent witness against. any: other person 
offending in the same transaction, and may, be compelled 
to appear and give evidence before any grand jury or in 
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any court, in thesame manner as other persons; but the tes- 
timony so given shall not be used in any prosecution or pro- 
ceeding, civil or criminal, against the person so testifying. 

§ 53. The annual election for charter officers, school 
officers, and Governors of the Alms-house, after the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, shall be held on the first 
Tuesday in December, and the officers elected at the first 
election, as hereinbefore provided, and in each year there- 
after, shall take office on the first Monday of January next 
succeeding. All the provisions of law now in force in re- 
gard to the notification, duration, conduct of election, and 
canvassing of votes at general elections, shall apply to the 
first election provided for herein, and to each annual elec- 
tion of charter officers, except that the returns of all elec- 
tions provided for by this act, shall be filed by the dis- 
trict canvassers in the several districts with the Clerk of 
the Common Council, within twenty-four hours after the 
pollsare closed: and the said returns shall be canvassed by 
the Board of Aldermen, sitting asa Board of City Canvas- 
sers. The Clerk of the Common Council shall be Clerk 
to the said Board of City Canyassers; and the said Board 
shall meet on the Thursday succeeding such election, and 
shall, within ten days thereafter, wholly complete such 
canvass, and file, within the same time, duplicate State: 
ments of theresult in the respective offices of the Clerks of 
the Common Council and County Clerk. The Clerk of 
the Common Council, within five days succeeding the filing 
of the said statement, shall give to each person declared 

“elected a certificate thereof. 

§ 54. The act to amend the charter of the city of New 
York, passed April seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, 
and the act to amend the charter of the city of New York, 

“passed April second, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, and 


at 
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the act to amend an act, entitled an act to amend the 
charter of the city of New York, passed April second, 
eighteen hundred and forty-zine, passed July eleventh, 
eighteen hundred and fifty one; and the act further to 
amend the charter of the city of New York, passed April 
twelfth, eighteen hundred and fifty-three; and the act sup- 
plementary to an act entitled an act further to amend the 
charter of the city of New York, passed April twelfth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three; passed June fourteenth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, are hereby repealed; 
and all laws inconsistent with this act are also hereby 
repealed; but the charter of the city of New York, known 
as the Dongan and Montgomerie charter, so far as the same 
or either of them are now in force, shall continue and re- 
main in full force, and shall not be construed as repealed, 
modified, or in any manner affected thereby. This section 
shall not prejudice or affect any right accrued, or proceed- 
ing commenced before this act takes effect. 








§ 55. This act shall take effect on the first day of May, 
one thonsand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 


Stats or New York, 

Secretary's Office. t I have compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, 
and of the whole of said oviginal law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at 

the city of Albany, this twentieth day 

[L. s.] of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT FURTHER TO AMEND 
THE ACTS IN RELATION TO INSURANCES ON PROPERTY IN 
THIS STATE, MADE BY INDIVIDUALS AND ASSOCIATIONS, 
UNAUTHORIZED BY LAW,” PASSED MARCI THIRTIETH, 
EIGHTEUN HUNDRED AND FORTY-NINE. 


Passed April 16, 1857. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

§ 1. Sections one, two, three and four of an act en- 
titled “An act further to amend the acts in relation to 
insurances on property in this state, made by individuals 
and associations unauthorized by law,” passed March 
thirtieth, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, so far as the said 
sections are applicable to the city and county of New 
York, but no further, are liereby repealed, and the follow- 
ing ten sections are substituted therefor. Provided, how- 
ever, that any corporation or association, created by ‘or 
organized under the laws of any government other than 
the states of this Union and having assets, funds or capital, 
not less in amount than three hundred thousand dollars, 
invested in this state, shall be liable to taxation upon 
such assets, fund or invested capital, as the same is levied 
or assessed yearly by law, which tax shall be paid as fol- 
lows: such amount thereof as would be equal to two per 
cent. upon its gross premiums, received for insurances upon 
property in the city of New York shall be paid annually 
as herein before provided, to the treasurer of the Fire 
Department of the city of New York, and the residue of 
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said tax, requisite to make up the full amount of taxation 
upon its capital as herein before provided, shall be paid~ 
to the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of 
New York, as in the case of ordinary taxation, and the 
payments so made as aforesaid, shall exempt such corpo- 
ration or association making the same, from any and all 
further taxation upon its premiums, capital or assets, 
and whenever such capital shall be reduced below said 
sum of three hundred thousand dollars, or withdrawn 
entirely, then, and in either event, such corporation or as- 
sociation shall be liable to pay the tax upon its premiums, 
as heretofore provided in this act 


§ 1. There shall be paid, to the treasurer of the Fire De- 
partment of the city of New York, for the use and benefit 
of said Fire Department, on the first day of February in 
each year, by every person who shall act in the city and 
county of New York, as agent for or on behalf of any in- 
dividual, or association of individuals, not incorporated 
by the laws of this state, to effect insurances against losses 
or injury by fire in the city and county of New York, al- 
though such individuals or association may be incorporated 
for that purpose by any other state or country, the sum of 
two dollars upon the hundred dollars, and at that rate 
upon the amount of all premiums which, during the year 
ending on the next preceding first day of September, shall 
have been received by such agent or person, or received 
by any other person for him, or shall have been agreed to 
be paid for any insurance against loss or injury by fire in 
the city and county of New York, effected, or agreed to 
be effected or promised by him as such agent. 


§ 2. Every person who shall act in the city and county 
5 
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of New York as agent as aforesaid, shall, on the first day 
of February in each year, render to the said treasurer of 
the Fire Department, a just and true account, verified by 
his oath, of all such premiums which, during the year end- 
“ing on the first day of September preceding, shall have 
been received by him, or by any person for him, or which 
shall have been agreed to be paid for any such insurance 
effected, or agreed to be effected or promised by him. 


§ 3. No person shall, as agent or otherwise, effect, or 
agree to effect, or procure to be effected, any insurance 
upon which the duty above-mentioned is required to be 
paid, until he shall have executed and delivered to the 
said treasurer an undertaking under seal to the Fire De- 
partment of the city of New York, with such sureties as 
the said treasurer shall approve, that he will annually ren- 
der to the said treasurer, on the first.day of February in 
each year, a just and true account, verified by his oath, of 
all such premiums which, during the year ending on the 
first day of September preceding, shall have been received 
by him, or by any person for him, or which shall have been 
agreed to be paid for any such insurance, effected, or agreed 
to be effected or promised by him, and that he will an- 
nually, on the first day of February in each year, pay to 
the said treasurer, two dollars upon every hundred dollars, 

ad at that rate upon the amount of such premiums. 


§ 4. Wheneyer, by reason of the failure of the sureties, 
or either of them, or for any other cause, an undertaking, 
given under tne last preceding section, shall, or may be 
deemed insufficient by the said treasurer, to secure a return 
of the account, and the payment of the duty aforesaid, or 
either of them, the said treasurer, at his election, but not 
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oftener than once in each year, may require such under- 
taking to be renewed. 


§ 5. Every person who shall effect, agree to effect, pro- 
mise or procure any insurance mentioned in the first four 
sections of the said act as hereby amended, without hav- 
ing executed and delivered the undertaking required by 
the third section of said act as hereby amended, shall, 
for each offence, forfeit one thousand dollars for the use 
of the said Fire Department; and every person who shall 
have been required by the said treasurer to renew his un- 
dertaking, pursuant to the fourth section of said act as 
hereby amended, who shall effect, agree to effect, promise 
or procure any such insurance without having executed 
and delivered the renewed undertaking, required by said 
Jast-mentioned fourth section, shall, for each, offence, for- 
feit one thousand dollars for the use of the said Fire De- 
partment. 


§ 6. It shall be lawful for the said treasurer of the Fire 
Department, on or after the first day of February in each 
year, by written or printed demand, signed by him, to re- 
quire from every person who shall, act, in the city and 
county of New York, as agent as aforesaid, the account 
provided for in the second section of said act as hereby 
amended, and payment of the duty provided for in the first 
section thereof, such demand may be delivered personally 
to such agent, or at his office or place of business, to any 
person having charge thereof, or at his residence, to any 
person of suitable age, and every such agent who shall, for 
ten days after such demand, neglect to render the account, 
or.to pay the duty demanded, or either of them, shall for- 
feit fifty dollars, for the use of the said Fire Department; 
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and he shall also forfeit for their use, twenty-five dollars 
in addition for every day that he shall so neglect, after 
the expiration of Said ten days, and such additional 
penalty may be computed and recovered up to the time of 
the trial of any suit for the recovery thereof. 


§ 7. Every person who shall act in the city and county 
of New York as agent as aforesaid, shall, on the first day 
of February in each year, or, within ten days thereafter, 
and as often in each year as he shall change his place of 
business in the said city, report in writing, under his pro- 
per signature, to the Comptroller of the state, and also to 
the treasurer of the said Fire Department, the strect and 
the number thereof, in the said city, of his place of busi- 
ness as such agent, designating in such report the individ- 
ual or individuals, and association or associations for 
which he shall be such agent, and in case of default in any 
of these particulars, such person shall forfeit, for every 
offence, the sum of oxe thousand dollars, for the use of the 
said Fire Department. 





§ 8. The duty provided to be paid by the first section 
of said act as hereby amended, the damages for any breach 
of the undertakings, or either of them, provided for in the 
third and fourth sections thereof,and tie pecuniary penal- 
ties imposed by said act as hereby amended, or any or 
either of them, may be sued for and recovered with costs 
of suit in any court of record within this state by the Fire 
Department of the city of New York, in their own name 
and for their own use. 


§ 9. The defendant, in any action to be brought for the 
recovery of any penalty incurred, or any duty or sum of 
money payable under said act as hereby amended, may be 
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arrested, if he is not a resident of this state, or is about to 


“ remove therefrom, an order for the arrest of the defend- 


ant must be obtained from a judge of the court in which 
the action is brought, or from a county judge. The order 
shall be made when it shall appear to the judge, by affi- 
davit, that a sufficient cause of action exists under said act 
as hereby amended, and that the defendant is not a resi- 
dent of this state, or is about to remove therefrom. 


§ 10. The provisions of chapter one of title seven 
of an act entitled “An act to amend the act entitled 
an act entitled to simplify and abridge the practice, 
pleadings and proceedings of the courts of this state,” 
passed April twelfth, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, 
passed April eleventh, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, 
and which chapter is entitled “ Arrest and Bail,” from and 
including section one hundred and eighty-two to the end 
of said chapter, shall apply to any arrest under the ninth 
section of said act as hereby amended, and to the pro- 
ceedings thereupon. 


§ 2. The repeal of the first section of this act shall not 
affect any prosecution or action commenced, or penalty, 
duty or liability incurred, or cause of action accrued prior * 
to the passage of this act; but every such action or prose- 
cuticn may lawfully proceed, and every such penalty, duty 
or liability may be demanded and recovered as if the sec- 
tions one, two, three and four, repesled as aforesaid, had 
remained in full force. 


Srare or New York, 
Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
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certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the 
city of Albany, this sixteenth day of April, 
[L. s.] eighteen hundred and fifty-seven. 
(Signed) N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 


This law takes effect on bth May, 1857. 


ry 
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AN ACT 
TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT TO ALTER THE MAP 
OF THE CI’y OF NEW YORK, BY LAYING OUT THEREON A 
PUBLIC PLACE, AND TO AUTHORIZD THE TAKING OF THE 
SAME,” PA 








Passed February 13, 1857, by a two third vote. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

§ 1. The seventh section of the act, entitled “ An act 
to alter the map of the city of New York, by laying out 
thereon a public place, and to authorize the taking of the 
same,” passed July twenty-one, eighteen hundred and 


fifty-three, is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 
° 
§ 7. For the payment of so much of the damages award- 


ed by the Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, 
and the experses, disbursements and charges in the pre- 
mises, as shall exceed the amounts or sums that may be 
assessed by the said commissioners upon the parties and 
persons, lands and tenements deemed by them benefited 
by the opening of such public square or place, it shall be 
lawful for the said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, to 
raise the amount of such excess by loan, by the creation 
ofa public fund or stock, to be called “The Central Park 
Fund,” which shall bear an interest, not exceeding six per 
centum per annum, and shall be redeemable within a 
period of time not exceeding forty-five years after the pas- 
sage of this act; and for the payment of which the said 
piece of land, so aforesaid to be taken, shall be irreyoca- 
bly pledged. 
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§ 2. The ninth section of the same act is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows, viz: 


§ 9. In order to pay the interest on the debt createdy 
on account of theacquisition of lands for the Central Park, 
the Mayor, Recorder and: Aldermen of the city and coun- © 
ty of New York, as the Supervisors thereof, are hereby 
authorized and empowered to order and cause to be 
raised by tax on the estates, real and personal, subject to 
taxation according to law, within said city and county, 
and to be collected in addition to the ordinary taxes, 
yearly and every year; until the whole amount of thedebt 
be paid, a sum of money sufficient to pay interest accruing 
on the stock heretofore issued, and on the stock issued 
after the passage of this amendment, and also the interest 
accrued and hereafter to accrue on the several awards, 
and the mortgages assumed by the Corporation in paying 
said awards. 

§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Srare or New York, 

Secretary’s Office. ; I have compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, 
at the city of Albany, this twenty-fifth 
{z. 8.] day of March, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven. 
P, STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO ALTER OR AMEND THE MAP OR PiAN OF THE CITY OF NEW 
YORK, SO AS TO CLOSE BLOOMINGDALE SQUARE IN SAID 
CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Passed March 6, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


’ § 1. All that certain piece, parcel, or plot of land, situ- 
ate, lying, and being between Fifty-third and Fifty-seventh 
streets, and the Kighth and Ninth avenues, and called 
Bloomingdale square, as laid down and designated on the 
map or plan of the city of New York, made by the com- 
missioners appointed in and by the act entitled “An act 
relative to improvements touching the laying out of streets 
and roads in the city of New York, and for other pur- 
poses,” passed April third, one thousand eight hundred 
and seven, is hereby closed and discontinued on said map 
or plan of said city of New York. : 


§ 2. Fifty-fourth, Fifty-fifth, and Fifty-sixth streets, as 
they are laid down and designated on the said map or plan 
of the city of New York, shall be respectively continued 
and extended over and through the said plot of land called 
Bloomingdale square, from the westerly side of the Eighth 
avenue to the easterly side of the Ninth avenue, and the 
said map or plan is hereby altered accordingly. Thesaid 
streets shall be so continued in like manner, and with the 
like effect as if the same had been thus laid out by the 
commissioners aforesaid. 
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§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Srave or New York, 

Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, 
at the city of Albany. this twenty-fifth 
[t.s.] day of March, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE 
MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND COMMONALTY OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK, TO BORROW FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOL- 
LARS FOR THE PURPOSE OF BUILDING A NEW RESERVOIR, 
PURCHASING LANDS AND EXTENDING THE CROTON WATER 
WORKS,” PASSED APRIL 17, 1854, AND TO ENABLE THE 
SAID CORPORATION TO BORROW, FOR THE SAMB PURPOSE, 
THE FURTHER SUM OF ONE MILLION FOUR HUNDRED AND 
EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS, 


Passed February 13, 1857, three fifths being present. 





The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


§.1. It shall be lawful for the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of the city of New York, to borrow and 
raise by loan from time to time, and in such amounts as 
they shall deem advisable, a sum not exceeding the sum of 
five hundred thousand dollars, by the creation and issuing 
ofa public fund or stock, to be called the Water Stock of 
the City of New York, of the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, which shall bear an interest not exceeding six 
per cent. per annum, and shall be redeemable in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five. 


§ 2. The Mayor, Aldermen, and Commonalty of the 
city of New York, are hereby authorized to borrow, from 
time to time, such sums as may be required for purchasing 
land and constructing the new reservoir, a sum equal to 
one million four hundred and eight thousand dollars, in 
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addition to the sum of five hundred thousand dollars 
authorized by the first section of this act, at an interest 
not exceeding six per cent. per annum, and the principal 
reimbursable in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-five. 

§ 8. Section one of the act hereby amended is re- 
pealed. 

§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Srare or New York, 

Secretary's Office. T have compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, 
at the city of Albany, this twenty-fifth 
{t. s.] day of March, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 
FOR THE REGULATION AND GOVERNMENT OF THE CBNTRAL 
PARK, IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 
Passed April 17th, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

§ 1. So much of that piece or parcel of land, bounded 
southerly by Fifty-ninth street, easterly by the Fifth 
avenue, northerly by One hundred and sixth street, and 
westerly by the Eighth avenue, in the city of New York, 
as has been taken for a public place, confirmed by an 
order of the Supreme Court, bearing date the fifth day of 
February, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six, shall hereafter be known and entitled as “The 
Central Park,” excepting out of said Central Park the 
Jand belonging to the state of New York, and occupied by 
and connected with the arsenal, unless the city of New 
York shall acquire title thereto. 


§ 2. The said park shall be under the exclusive control 
and management of a Board of Commissioners, to consist 
of eleven persons, who shall be named and styled “ The 
Commissioners of the Central Park.” Three members 
shall constitute a quorum of the Board for the transaction 
of business; but no action of the Board shall be deemed 
final or binding, unless it shall have received the approval 
of a majority of the Board, whosé names shall be recorded 
in the minutes. 


§ 8. Robert J. Dillon, James E. Cooley, Charles H. 
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Russell, John F. Butterworth, John A, C. Gray, Waldo 
Hutchings, Thomas E. Field, Andrew H. Greene, Charles 
W. Elliott, William K. Strong and James Hogg, are 
hereby continued and constituted the first Board of Com- 
missioners. “Phey shall hold their offices for five years, 
and shall receive no compensation for their services; each 

ommissioner shall nevertheless be entitled to be reim- 
bursed the amount of his personal expenses in visiting and 
superintending the said park, not exceeding the sum of 
three hundred dollars per annum. In case of a vacancy, 
the same shall be filled by the remaining members of the 
Board, for the residue of the term then vacant, and all va- 
eancies caused by expiration of terms of office, or neglect 
or incapacity of qualification, shall be filled by the Mayor, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Board of Alder- 
men. 


§ 4. The said Board shall have the full and exclusive 
power to govern, manage and direct the said Central 
Park; to lay out and regulate the same; to pass ordi- 
nances for the regulation and government thereof; to ap- 
point such engineers, surveyors, clerks and other officers, 
except a police force, as may be necessary; to prescribe 
and define their respective duties and authority; fix the 
amount of their compensation; and generally in regard to 
said park, they shall possess all the power and authority 
now by law conferred or possessed by the Common, Coun- 
cil of said city in respect to the public squares and places 
injsaid city. 


§ 5. It shall be a misdemeanor for any commissioner, 
directly or indirectly, to be in any way interested in any 
contract or work of any kind whatever donnected with 
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said park; and it shall be the duty of any comissioner, or 
other person, who may have any knowledge or informa- 
tion of the violation of this provision, forthwith to report 
the same to the Mayor, who shall hear'such commissioner 
in regard thereto; and if, after such hearing. he shall be 
satisfied of the truth thereof, the Mayor shall immediate- 
ly remove the commissioner so offending. Every com- 
missioner shall, before entering upon the duties of his 
office, take and subscribe the oath prescribed by the con- 
stitution of this state, which oath, when subscribed, shall 
be filed in the office of the clerk of the city and county of 
New York. 


§ 6. The said Board shall annually, and in the month 
of January in each year, make, to the Common Council of 
the said city, a full report of their proceedings, and a de- 
tailed statement of all their receipts and expenditures. 


§ 7. It shall be lawful for the commissioners to let from. 
year to year any buildings, and the grounds attached 
thereto, belonging to the city of New York, now being 
within said park, until the same shall be required for the 
laying out and regulation thereof, when the said buildings 
shall be removed, except such as may be used for the pur- 
poses of the park. 


§ 8. It shall be lawful for the said commissioners to'sell 
any buildings, improvements and other materials, now 
being within the said park, being the property: of the city: 
of New York, which, in their judgment, shall not be re- 
quired for the purposes of the park, or for public use, the 
proceeds of which shall be deposited to the credit of the 
commissioners, and! devoted to the improvement of the 
park, 
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§ 9. No plan for the laying out, regulation and govern- 
ment of said park, shall be adopted or undertaken by the 
commissioners, of which the entire expense, when funded, 
Shall require for the paymentiof the annual interest there- 
on, a greater sum thanjonejhundred thousand dollars per 
annum. 


§:10. The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
city of New York shall, from time to time, create and 
issue a public fund or stock, to be denominated “The 
Central Park Improvement Fund,” in such sums of money 
as shall be required by the said,Board of Commissioners 
for the purposes of this act, subject to the limitations pre- 
scribed by the preceding ninth section hereof; all the pro- 
visions of the act entitled “An act to regulate the 
finances of the city of New York, passed June eighth, 
eighteen hundred and twelve,” so far as the same may be 
applicable, shall apply to the stock or fund thus ercated: 
such stock or fund shall be redeemable in thirty years 
from the issuing thereof; and the said park shall be and 
the same is hereby specifically pledged for the redemption 
thereof. 

§ 11. For the payment of the interest upon the said 
stock or funds, the Board of Supervisors of the city and 
county of New York, shall order and cause to be raised, 
by tax on the estates real and personal, subject to taxa- 
tion, according to law, within said city and county, and to 
be collected in addition to the ordinary taxes, yearly, and 
every year, until the whole amount of such fund or stock 
be paid, a sum of money sufficient to pay the interest an- 
nually accruing on said stock or fund, not exceeding the 
aforesaid limitation of one hundred thousand dollars per 
annum. 
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§ 12. The moneys raised upon the fund or stock hereby 
authorized shall be deposited, as fast as the same shall be 
realized, by the said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, 
to the credit of the said Board of Commissioners, with the 
New York Life Insurance and Trust Company, or with the 
United States Trust Company, of New York, or with a 
bank or banks, as either shall be designated by said Board. 
Such company, or bank or banks, shall allow interest upon 
such deposits as may be agreed upon with said Board, and 
shall open and keep an account with said Board. All 
moneys received by said commissioners shall be imme- 
diately deposited with such company or bank, to the credit 
of their account, and no moneys shall be drawn therefrom 
except upon a warrant, signed by at least a majority of 
commissioners, and countersigned by the Comptroller of 
the city, upon filing with him the receipt or other vouch- 
ers therefor; nor shall such moneys be drawn therefrom 
unless the same shall have been specifically authorized by 
the said Board, at a meeting thereof duly convened, and 
entered at length on their minutes. 


§ 13. It shall be lawful for the said Board of Commis- 
sioners to agree with the Croton Aqueduct Board of the 
city of New York, for an exchange of lands belonging to 
the city of New York, now or hereafter in use for the 
Croton Aqueduct, and lying within the arca bounded 
southerly by Fifty-ninth street; easterly by the Fifth 
ayenue; northerly by One hundred and sixth street; and 
westerly by the Highth avenue, in the city of New York; 
provided the same quantity of land, within the said area, 
be given in exchange, such deeds shall be executed and 
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delivered between the parties hereto, as shall give effect 
to any agreement made under this section. 


§ 14. It shall be lawful for said Board of Commission- 
ers, at any meeting thereof duly convened, to pass such 
ordinances as they may deem necessary for the regula- 
tion, use and government of said park, not inconsistent 
with the ordinances and regulations of the Corporation 
of New York; such ordinances shall immediately, upon 
their passage, be published for ten days in three daily 
newspapers published in said city, to be selected by said 
commissioners. 


§ 15. All persons offending against such ordinances 
shall be deemed guilty of misdemeanors, and be punished, 
on conviction before the Mayor, Recorder or any magis- 
trate of the city of New York, by a fine, not exceeding 
fifty dollars; and in default of payment, by imprisonment 
not exceeding thirty days. 


§ 16. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Srate or New York, { 
Secretary's Office. T have compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at 

the city of Albany, this twenty-first day of 

{t. s.] April, in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-seven. " 

N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 
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AN ACT 
TO PROVIDE A MORE CERTAIN CANVASS AND ESTIMATE OF, 
VOTES AT BACH ELECTIONS IN THE CITIES OF NeW YORK 
AND BROOKLYN. 
Chap. 294.—Passed April 7th, 1857, three fifths being 
present. 
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


§ 1. There shall be elected three district canvassers at: 
every general election in the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn, in each election district therein, concurrently 
with, andin addition to, and in the same manner as in- 
spectors of election are now elected, and under the same 
regulations and provisions, and vacancies in the office of 
district canvasser shall be filled and for the election in 
said cities next ensuing the passage of this act, the Com- 
mon Councils of the said cities shall, by joint resolu- 
tion, before the third Tuesday in October next, appoint, 
in each election district, the said three district canvassers. 


§ 2. It is hereby made the duty of each district can- 
yasser so elected or appointed, to attend at least thirty 
minutes before the closing of the poll in each election 
district, at the place of holding the poll, and for the dis- 
trict for which he has been elected or appointed, and the 
three district canvassers, or if only two attend, then the 
said two attending shall, with one of the inspectors, to be 
by them designated, then organize themselves as a board 
for the purpose of canvassing and estimating the votes, 
and shall choose one of their number as chairman, but 
shall have no clerk. 
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§ 8. If only one canvasser present himself at the closing 
of the poll, he shall, in connection with the inspectors of 
election, immediately fill the vacancies by choosing two 
eompetent persons who are citizens, and who shall be 
sworn by the chairman of the board that they are such 
eitizens, and that they will faithfully canvass, estimate 
and state the result of the votes. 


§ 4. If none of the duly appointed canvassers shall pre- 
sent themselves at the closing of the poll, then it shall be 
the duty of the inspectors of election to appoint three 
competent persons who are citizens, and who shall be 
sworn by the chairman of the board of inspectors as 
herein above provided. When the board of district can- 
vassers, at the closing of the polls shall be organized 
as aforesaid, the board of inspectors conducting the elec- 
tion, shall deliver the ballot boxes and the poll lists to 
the said board of district canvassers, and the board 
of inspectors shall thereupon be dissolved. The board of 
district canvassers shall then, immediately, without any 
adjournment or recess, and at the place of the poll, pub- 
licly proceed to canvass and estimate the votes in the 
manner and with the powers and duties now prescribed 
for and enjoined upon the inspectors of election. All the 
provisions of law now* inspectors, shall be made ap- 
plicable to the powers, acts and duties of the said district 
eanyassers; and all other persons are prohibited from 
engaging in and assisting in the canvass and estimate of 
yotes as aforesaid, except the poll clerks of each district, 
whose duty it shall be to afford and render such services, 
as clerks, as the district canvassers shall require. All 
persons. inspectors and district canvassers offending 
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against this last provision shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 


*§ 3. The required statement and copy thereof, of the 
result of the canvass, shall be made and subscribed ia 
public, without adjournment or recess, at the place of 
election and canvass; and when they are so completed, 
ready for filing and delivery, shall be then and there 
forthwith inclosedin a strong wrapper and properly sealed 
and countersigned across the seal by the signature of 
each district canvasser, and the same shall thereupon be 
kept sealed and shall not be opened until the same are 
produced before the board of ward, city or county can 


-vassers, when they shall be opened for the canvassing of 


the returns. Whenever any inspector of election of 
either board of inspectors, or any poll clerk, shall be 
a candidate for any office whatever, except for inspector 
or canvasser of election, at any election, his office, as in- 
spector or as poll clerk, shall immediately become vacant, 
unless he shall publicly have refused, within three days 
before the day of election to be a candidate. 


*§4. The clerks of the Board of Aldermen in said 
cities shall, between the third Tuesday of October in each 
year, and the Tuesday preceding the election, notify every 
inspector and district canvasser to attend, on any day 
before the day of holding the election, at the office of the 
county clerk, to take and subscribe the oath prescribed by 
the constitution. It shall be the duty of said clerks of 
the county to provide each election poll in the said cities 
with proper paper, blanks, stationery, sealing wax and 
lights, at the expense of the county, for the use of the in- 
spectors and district canvassers. 
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§5. The compensation of each inspector of election, 
and of each district canvasser, shall be five dollars to 
each for his services at the election, which compensation 
shall be paid by the Comptroller of the said cities on the 
voucher for the service; but no payment shall be made to 
any inspector or district canvasser, who shall not haye 
taken and subscribed the oath or affirmation referred to 
in the preceding section. 


§ 6. The acting of any inspector or district canvasser, 
elected or appointed before the day of election, without 
his having taken or subscribed the oath or affirmation 
referred to aforesaid, shall be deemed to be and punished 
as a misdemeanor. 


§7. It shall be the duty of the said Board of district 
canvassers to fully complete the estimate* of the votes in 
each box in the order prescribed by law, and to make 
proclamation of the result, and to complete the returns, 
and certificates of the votes of the said box in the manner 
prescribed by this act, before proceeding to the estimate 
and canyass of the box or boxes, to be next thereafter 
canvassed. 


§ 8. The names of inspectors of election and of district 
canvassers, voted for at any election, shall be upon one 
ballot. The names of the persons to be voted for inspec- 
tors, shall follow the proper designation of the office of 
inspectors to be filled, and next thereafter shall follow the 
names of the persons to be voted for district canvassers, 
and the said ballot shall be indorsed “ inspectors of elec- 
tion,” and district canvassers with the designation of the 
proper election district added. 
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AN ACT 


TO AMEND THE PILOT LAWS, PASSED JUNE TWENTY-EIGHTH, 
EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-THRER. 


Chap. 248—Passed April 8d, 1857. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact os follows; 


Sec. 1. Sections seventeen, twenty-one and twenty-nine, 
of the pilot laws, passed June twenty-eighth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-three, are hereby amended so as to read 
as follows: 


§17. For every day of detention in the harbor, of an 
outward bound vessel, after the services of a pilot have 
been required and given, except detention shall be caused 
by such adverse winds and weather that the vessel cannot 
get to sea; and for every, day of detention of an inward 
bound vessel by ice, longer than two days for passage 
from sea to wharf, three dollars shall be added to the 
pilotage. Ifany pilot shall be detained at Quarantine or 
elsewhere, by the health officer, for being or having been 
on board a sickly vessel as pilot, the master, owner, or 
agent, or consignee of such vessel, shall pay to such pilot 
all necessary expenses of living, and three dollars per 
day for each and every day of such detention. 


§ 21. Por services rendered by pilots in moving or 
transporting vessels in the harbor of New York, the fol- 
lowing shall be his fees: For moving from North to 
Hast river, or vice versa, if a seventy-four gun ship, twenty 
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dollars; if a sloop of war, ten dollars; if a merchant ves- 
sel, five dollars, except such vessel shall have arrived from 
sea, or is ready for and bound to sea, on the day such ser- 
vices for transportation are rendered; but if the services, 
are rendered thereafter, such payment shall be made: for 
moving any vessel from the Quarantine to the city of New 
York, one quarter of the sum that would be due for the 
inward pilotage of such vessel; for hauling any vessel 
from the river to a wharf, or from a wharf into the river, 
three dollars, except on the day of arrival or departure 
of such vessel. j 


§ 29. No master of a vessel, under three hundred tons 
burthen, belonging to a citizen of the United States, and 
licensed and employed in the coasting trade, by the way 
of Sandy Hook, shall be required to employ a licensed 
pilot, but in case the services of a pilot shall have been 
given, the pilot shall be entitled to -the rates established 
by the act of June twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-three. If the master of any vessel above three hun- 
dred tons burthen, and owned by a citizen of the United 
States, and sailing under a coasting license to or from the 
port of New York, by the way of Sandy Hook, shall be 
desirous of piloting his own vessel, he shall first obtain a 
license for such purpose, from the Commissioners of Pilots, 
who are hereby authorized and required to grant the 
same, if such master shall, after an examination had by 
said commissioners, be deemed competent, which said 
license shall be and continue in force one year from the 
date thereof, or until the determination of any voyage, 
during which the license may expire. For such license, 
the master to whom it shall be granted, shall pay to the 
said commissioners four cents per ton. All masters of 


89 (Doe. No. 9. 


foreign vessels, and vessels from a foreign port, and all 
vessels sailing under register, bound to or from the port 
of New York, by the way of Sandy Hook, shall take a 
licensed pilot, or in case of refusal to take such pilot, 
shall himself, owners or consignees, pay the said pilotage, 
as ifone had been employed, and such pilotage shall be 
paid to the pilot first speaking or offering his services as 
pilot to such vessel. 


Any person not holding a license as pilot, under this 
act, or under the laws of the State of New Jersey, who 
shall pilot, or offer to pilot, any ship or vessel to or from. 
the port of New York, by the way of Sandy Hook, ex- 
cept such as are exempt by virtue of this act, or any mas- 
ter or person on board a steam tug or tow boat, who shall 
tow such vessel or vessels, without such licensed pilot on 
board such vessel or yessels, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisonment 
not exceeding sixty days; and all persons employing a 
person to act as pilot, not holding a license under this 
act, or under the laws of the state of New Jersey, shall 
forfeit and pay to the Board of Commissioners of Pilots, 
the sum of one hundred dollars. 


§ 2. The provisions of this act shall not apply to ves- 
sels propelled wholly or in part by steam, owned or 
belonging to citizens of the United States, and licensed 
and engaged in the country trade. 
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AN ACT 


IN RELATION TO THE MARINE COURT IN THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK, 


Chapter 295.—Passed April 7, 1857, three fifths being 
present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

§ 1. Hereafter all summonses issuing out of the Marine 
Court of the city of New York, may be seryed by the 
sheriff of the city and county of New York, or by any 
other person not a party to the action; the service shall 
be made and the summons returned, with proof of the ser- 
vice, to the clerk of said court, within the time now pre- 
scribed by law, for the service and return of summonses 
in said court; all other process issuing out of said court, 
shall be directed to, and served by, the sheriff of the city 
and county of New York. 


§ 2. The same fees shall be paid for the service of any 
summons or other process ng out of said Marine 
Court, as are now required to be paid for the service of 
the same. 





§ 8. When the summons shall be served by any other 
person than the sheriff of the city and county of New 
York, the like affidavit of such service, shall be made by 
the person making the same, as is now required by the 
rules of the Supreme Court of this state. 


§ 4. The plaintiff in the action shall cause to be served 
with the summons, a copy of his complaint, which com- 
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plaint shall be duly verified, and shall state the amount 
for which he demands judgment; and if the defendant shall 
fail to answer on the return of said summons, and the 
action be upon contract, the clerk of the said court, or one 
of the justices thereof, shall render judgment against the 
said defendant for the amount demanded in said complaint, 
together with costs. 


§ 5. On the return of said summons, if the defendant 
shall appear, he shall put in a written answer to the com- 
plaint, duly verified. The clerk may, thereupon, adjourn 
the cause, by consent of parties, to any day they may de- 
signate. 


§ 6. There may be appointed by the clerk of said vourt 
a deputy clerk and two assistant clerks, who shall hold 
their office at the pleasure of said clerk. The deputy clerk 
shall perform all the duties of the clerk during his absence 
or inability to act. The said deputy and assistant clerks 
shall receive an annual compensation, to be fixed by the 
Supervisors of the city and county of New York. 


§ 7. At the time of issuing any summons, attachment or 
warrant, the party applying therefor shall pay to the said 
clerk the sum of one dollar; and, if trial shall be had in 
the action so commenced, the plaintiff therein shall pay to 
the said clerk an additional sum of two dollars and fifty 
cents, which said sums shall be received in lieu of all 
other fees now required by law to be paid the said clerk. 


§ 8. All acts or part of acts inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act, are hereby repealed. 


§ 9. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Srare or New York, i 
Secretary’s office. _ Ihave compared the preced- 
ing (chapters 248, 294 and 295) with the original laws on 
file in this office, and do hereby certify the same to bea 
correct transcript therefrom, and of the whole of said 
original laws. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the 
[u.s.] city of Albany, the tenth day of April, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven, 
N.. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 
IN RELATION TO THE SALARIES OF THE OFFICERS OF THE cRO- 
TON AQUEDUCT BOARD IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Passed February 17, 1857; two thirds being present. 

The People of the State of New York represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Sec. 1. The Common Council of the city of New York 
may, if they deem it expedient, increase the salaries of 
the present officers, or Commissioners forming the Croton 


Aqueduct Board of said city, for their present term of 
office. 


§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Stars or New York, 

Secretary’s office. i Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the 
{u.s.] city of Albany, this 25th day of March, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN AOT a 


TO ENABLE THS SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF 
NEW YORK To RAISE MONEY BY TAX, 


Passed March 5, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact.as follows 


Sxc.1, The Board of Supervisors of the city and county 
of New York are hereby empowered, as soon as conveni- 
ently may be, after the passage of this act, to order and 
to cause to be raised by tax, on the estates, real and per- 
sonal, subject to taxation, according to law, a sum not 
exceeding three million six hundred and twelve thousand 
six hundred and eighty two dollars, for the objects and 
purposes following, to wit: 


Alms-house, eight hundred and forty-three thousand 
eight hundred dollars. 

Aqueduct, repairs and improvements, forty-five thou- 
sand dollars. 

Belgian pavement, fifty thousand dollars. 

Board of Health, ten thousand dollars. 

Oonstruction of Twenty-first Ward Station-house, ten 
thousand dollars. 

Contingencies Common Council, fifteen thousand 
dollars. 

Contingencies, Mayor’s Office, three thousand dollars. 

City Contingencies, eighty thousand dollars. 

County Contingencies, forty thousand dollars. 

City Inspector's Department, eight thousand nine 
hundred and fifty dollars. 
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* Coroners fees’, twenty thousand dollars. 

Common Council, pay of members, thirty-one thousand 
four hundred and eighty eight dollars. 

Cleaning streets, under contract,and pay of inspectors, 
two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

Docks and piers, building and repairing, and cleaning 
and dredging slips one hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars. 

Donations, fifteen thousand dollars. 

Election expenses, twenty thousand dollars. 

Blection expenses, fitting up polls, five hundred dollars. 

Errors and delinquencies, five thousand dollars. 

Fire Department, for Chief Engineer, seventy-two 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-two dollars. 

Fire Department, steam fire engines, nineteen thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

Interest. on Revenue Bonds, two hundred and ninety- 
five thousand dollars. 

Interest on Assessment Bonds, seventy-five thousand 
dollars. 

Intestate estates, three thousand dollars. 

Iron pavements, one hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars. 

Lamps and gas, Harlem district, thirty-five thousand 
dollars. 

Lands and places, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Lands and places, Fourth avenue parks, thirty thousand 
dollars. 

Lands and places, iron railing round Tompkins square, 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Markets, seven thousand dollars. 

Mayoralty fees, one hundred and fifty dollars. 

Officers’ fees, forty thousand dollars. 
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Paving Bowery and Chatham street, one hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

Police and fire telegraph, fifteen thousand six hundred 
and eighty dollars. 

Printing, eighty-five thousand dollars. 

, Parapet wall, Fiftieth street, between Lexington and 
Fourth avenues, six thousand dollars. 

Rents, thirty thousand dollars. 

Real estate, thirty-five thousand dollars. 

Real estate expenses, one hundred thousand dollars. 

Roads and avenues, seventy-five thousand dollars, 

Roads and avenues, grading Highth avenue, forty 
thousand dollars. 

Repairs and Supplies, eleven thousand five hundred and 
forty-four dollars. 

Repairs to public buildings, including new buildings 
and buildings for Fire Department, sixty-three thousand 
dollars. 

Reconstruction of Fifteenth Ward station-house, twelve 
thousand dollars. 

Removing public buildings in opening streets, five thou- 
sand dollars. 

Stationery, twenty thousand dollars. 

Supplies to public officers, fifteen thousand dollars. 

Sewers, repairing and cleaning, twenty-four thousand 
dollars. 

Salaries, four hundred and twelve thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sunken vessels, removing, two thousand dollars. 

Street expenses and paving, including arrearages of 
1856, one hundred thousand dollars. 
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Society for Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents, eight 
thousand dollars. 
Wells and pumps, and repairing, one thousand dollars. 


Water pipes and laying, ninety-one thousand three 
hundred dollars. 


Ward maps and surveying for Tax Commissioners, five 
thousand dollars. 

And for such other expenses as the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Commonalty of the city of New York may be put to 
by Jaw; such portion of the expenses of the said city and 
county of New York, as relates to repairing, repaving and 
cleaning strects, in that part of the city lying south of a 
line running through the centre of Forty-second street, shall 
be assessed only on that part of the said city, lying south 
of the said line. 


And also, a further sum, not exceeding cight hundred 
and twenty-five thousand five hundred dollars, by tax on 
the estates, real and personal, subject to taxation, accord- 
ing to law, within the said city and county, and to be col- 
lected according to law, to be applied toward defraying 
the expenses of police in said city and county. * 


And also, the further sum of four hundred and twenty- 
one thousand four hundred and ninety dollars by tax, on 
the estates, real and personal, subject to taxation, accord- 
ing to law, within that part of thecity and county of 
New York, which is or may be designated by the Com- 
mon Council of the city of New York, by resolution or 
ordinance, as the lamp district, to he collected according 
to law, and applied toward the expenses of lighting such 
part of the city last mentioned. 


if 
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And also, the further sum of four hundred and thirty- 
eight thousand three hundred and seventy dollars and 
forty-seven cents, by tax on the estates, real and personal, 
subject to taxation, according to law, within the said city 
and county, to be collected according to law, and applied 
toward defraying the deficiency on taxation, in said city 
and county, for the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six, of which amount the sum of twenty-nine thousand 
five hundred and eighty-cight dollars shall be applied for 
the payment of the arrearages due on account of the Cen- 
tral Park. 

§2. No portion of the said respective sums hereinbe- 
fore named, shall be expended or applied to any other 
purposes or objects than said objects and purposes, re- 
spectively, for which the Board of Supervisors of said city 
and county of New York are hereinbefore empowered to 
raise the same as aforesaid. 


§3. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Stare ov New York, 
Secretary's Office. Thaye cpmpared the preeeding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correet transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 
Given under my hand and seal of office, 
at the city of Albany, this twenty-fifth 
{. s.] day of March, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO LEGALIZE OPRTAIN ACTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVSIORS 
IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 


Passed April 13, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Sec. 1. The resolution passed December twenty-six, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, by the Board of Supervi- 
sors of the city and county of New York, in the following 
words, viz:—‘ Resolved, That there be appointed a clerk 
by the Receiver of Taxes, to assist the Deputy Receiver 
of Taxes in the discharge of his especial duties, at a salary 
of one thousand dollars per annum, and that this resolu- 
tion take effect on, and from the twenty-sixth day of De- 
cember, cighteen hundred and fifty-six, is hereby declared 
to be Jawful and of binding force.” 

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Srare or New at 

Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, 
and of the whole of said original law. 

Giyen under my hand and seal of office 
at the city of Albany, this thirteenth 
[u. 8.J day of April, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO LEGALIZE CERTAIN ACTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 


Passed March 10, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Sec. 1. The resolution passed December thirteenth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five. by the Board of Super- 
visors of the city and county of New York, in the follow- 
ing words, viz: ‘ Resolved, that the clerks of the police 
courts be paid for extra services, in addition to their present 
salary, at the rate of-onc sixth of the compensation they 
now receive, and that this resolution take effect on and 
from the first day of January, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
two,” is hereby declared to be Jawful and of binding 
force. 

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Srare or New York, 
Secretary's Office. Thaye compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 


certify that the same isa correct transeript therefrom 
and of the whole of said original Jaw. 





Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city 
{u.s.] of Albany, this 25th day of March, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN AOT 


IN RELATION TO ASSESSMENTS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK, AND 
TO AMEND THE SEVERAL ACTS IN RELATION THERETO. 


Passed April 16th, 1857, three fifths being present, 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do, enact as follows: 


Sec. 1. There shall be in the city of New York three 
Tax Commissioners, as now provided for by law, but they 
shall hereafter be-designated Commissioners of Taxes and 
Assessments, and the persons now holding such offices 
shall continue to hold the same until the first Monday of 
July, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, when their several 
terms shall expire. 


§ 2. The Supervisors of said county shall, on the first 
Monday in June, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, and 
every third year thereafter, meet in the City Hall of said 
city, and proceed to elect by ballot three Commissioners 
of Taxes and Assessments, for the full term of three years. 
Not more than two names shall be written or printed 
upon any ballot, and the two persons receiving the highest 
number of yotes shall be declared appointed; and the said 
Supervisors shall immediately thereafter select from the 
two persons having the next highest number of votes, the 
third Commissioner of Taxes and Assessments, Any 
vacancy in said Board of Commissioners from death, re- 
signation or otherwise, shall be filled by said Supervisors 
for the balance of the term for which such Commissioner 
was appointed. The said Commissioners, so appointed, 
shall enter upon their duties on the first Monday of July 
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next ensuing. The annual compensation for each Com- 
missioner shall be three thousand five hundred dollars, to ‘ 
be paid as a county charge. 


§ 3. In addition to the duties now prescribed by law or 
hereafter imposed by this act, the said Commissioners, 
by three of their deputies, especially by them selected and 
designated for this purpose, shall perform the duties now 
discharged by the officers of the Bureau of Assessments, 
which burean of the Street Department is hereby abolished. 


§ 4. The offices of Ward Assessors in the city of New 
York, as heretofore existing, are hereby abolished, and 
the powers and duties now vested in and performed by 
those officers, relative to the assessment of real and person- 
al estate shall hereafter be vested in, and performed by, the 
officers provided for by this act, and in the manner herein- 
after provided; and the provisions of law now existing in 
respect to the mode and manner of making assessments, 
by the Ward Assessors in the city of New York, as 
far as the same are conformable to the supervision of the 
Commissioners of Taxes and Assessments, are hereby 
made applicable to the officers provided for in this act. 


§ 5. The Commissioners of Taxes and Assessments shall 
appoint twelve persons, to be known as Deputy Tax Com- 
missioners, who shall perform, under their direction and 
supervision, the duties now performed by the assessors of 
the several wards of said city, and such other duties as 
they shall prescribe. They shall hold office during the 
pleasure of the commissioners, and shall receive such an- 
nual compensation as may be determined by the Board of 
Supervisors, not to exceed two thousand dollars per 
annum. 


“0 
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§6. Itshall be the duty of the Deputy Tax Commis. 
sioners, under the direction of the Commissioners of Taxes 
and Assessments, to assess all the taxable property in the 
several districts that may be assigned to them for that 
purpose by said commissioners, and shall furnish to them, 
under oath, a detailed statement of all such property; that 
said deputies have personally examined cach and every 
house, building, lot, pier, or other assessable property, 
given the street, and ward map number of such real estate 
embraced within said districts, together with the name of 
the owner or occupant, if known, also in their judgment, 
the sum for which such property, under ordinary circum- 
stances, would sell, with such other information in detail, 
relative to personal property or otherwise, as the said 
commissioners may, from time to time, require. Such 
deputies shall commence to assess real and personal estate 
on the first Monday of September, in each and every 
year. 


§7. The Board.of Supervisors shall assign the said 
commissioners and their deputies a suitable office or offices 
in the city of New York, which shall be kept open during 
the usual days and hours as the other city offices are by 
law required to be kept open, for the transaction of busi- 
ness. The books, maps, assessment rolls, and other papers 
now pertaining to the office of Tax Commissioner, and the 
Bureau of Assessment of the Street Department shall be 
transferred to the custody and control of the Commis- 
sioners of Taxes and Assessments, and shall continue to 
be publie records, and at all reasonable times shall be 
open to public inspection. 


§8. The said commissioners shall appoint such number 
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of clerks as the Supervisors, by resolution, shall prescribe 
who shall hold office during the pleasure of the commis- 
sioners, and receive for their services such compensation 
as may be fixed by said Supervisors, to be paid as a county 
charge. 


§ 9. The said commissioners shall also appoint, by and 
with the consent of the Supervisors, a city surveyor, whose 
duty it shall be to make the necessary surveys and cor- 
rections of the ward maps, and also all new maps which 
may be required for the more accurate assessment of real 
estate. He shall hold office at the pleasure of the com- 
missioners, and shall receive for his services an annual 
compensation not to exceed the sum of three thousand 
dollars, to be fixed by the Supervisors, and paid as a 
county charge. 


§ 10. The said commissioners shall keep in their office 
books to be provided for that purpose, by the Board of 
Supervisors, to be called “ the annual record of the assess- 
ed valuation of real and personal estate,” in which shall be 
entered in detail the assessed valuations of all taxable 
property within the city and county of New York, and 
which said books shall be opened for examination and 
correction from the second Monday of January until the 
first day of May, in each and every year, but on said last 
mentioned day, the same shall be closed to enable the: 
commissioners to prepare assessment rolls of the several 
wards, for delivery to the Supervisors, as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 


§ 11. The said commissioners, previous to and during 
the time said books are opened for inspection, shall ad- 
yertise the fact in the several newspapers, or in such 
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manner as they' may deem most advisable, and the charges 
therefor, certified by the commissioners shall be awarded: 
and allowed by the Supervisors as a county charge. 


§ 12. During the time the books shall be open to public 
inspection, as hereinbefore provided; application may be 
made by any person considering himself aggrieved by the 
assessed valuation of his real or personal estate, to have 
the same corrected. If such application be made in rela- 
tion to the assessed valuation of real estate, it must be 
made in writing, stating the ground of objections. thereto, 
and thereupon the co.nmissioners shall examine into the 
complaint, and if, in their judgment, the assessment is 
erroneous, they shall cause the same to be corrected. If 
such application be made in relation to the assessed valua- 
tion of personal estate, the applicant shall be examined 
under oath by the said commissioners or any of them, 
and if in their judgment the assessment is erroneous, they 
shall cause the same to be corrected and declare their 
decision thereon within thirty days after such application 
shall have been made to them. No reduction shall be 
made by the Board of Supervisors* of any assessment on 
real or personal estate imposed under this act, unless it 
shall appear, under oath or affirmation, that the party 
aggrieved was unable to attend within the period pre- 
scribed for the correction of taxes, by reason of sickness 
or absence from the city. 





§ 13. It being the intention of this act to provide for 
the better equalization of the taxation in the city and 
county of New York, the commissioners may at any time 
before the second day of April, in each year, increase, and 
at any time before the closing of the books of annual 
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record on the first day of May, in each year, diminish the 
assessed valuation of any of the aforesaid taxable real 
or personal estate in said city, as in their judgment may 
be necessary for such equalization, but they shall not in- 
crease such valuations after said books are open for cor- 
rection and review, except upon notice being given to the 
party affected by such increase, twenty days before the 
closing of said books. 

§ 14. On the first day of May, in each year, the com- 
missioners shall cause to be prepared from the books of. 
annual record of assessed valuations of real and personal 
estate in the city of New York, asssessment rolls for each 
of the several wards of said city in the same form as the 
same are now by law directed to be prepared, and shall 
annex to each of said rolls their certificate that the same 
is correct in accordance with the entries in said books of 
record. : 


§ 15. The rolls thus certified must on the first Monday 
of July, in cach year, be delivered by the said Commis- 
sioners to the Supervisors of the city and county of New 
York, who shall meet at noon on that day at the City 
Hall, in said city, for the purpose of receiving the same, 
and for the purpose of performing such other duties in 
relation thereto as are prescribed by law. 


§ 16. Whenever any permit shall be granted by the 
proper officer of the city government for the erection of 
any building, pier or bulkhead, within said city, a copy of 
such permit shall be furnished by the said officer to the 
Commissioners of Taxes and Assessments. 


§ 17. All assessments directed by ordinance of the 
Common Council of the city of New York, shall be made 
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in accordance with existing laws, by the persons selected 
and designated as deputies. The said commissioners, 
with any one of said deputies shall, together, forma Board, 
and select a president, who shall give all notices now re- 
quired by law to be given by Assessors or the Chairman 
thereof, for assessments directed by Corporation ordi- 
nances, and all objections shall be heard before said Board, 
and until the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-nine, the persons now in office, known as the Assessors 
of the Street Department, shall be designated by said 
commissioners as their deputies for making the assess- 
ments so directed by Corporation ordinances, and shall 
exercise the powers, perform the duties and receive the 
compensation, as provided by law before'the passage of 
this act, but at the expiration of the said term, the depu- 
ties designated for such duty shall receive an annual 
salary, a8 provided for in section five of this act. 


§ 18. The said deputies or « majority thereof, shall 
make the estimates and assessments required by law for 
building wells, erecting pumps, pitching, paving and re- 
pairing streets and sidewalks, constructing sewers, fencing 
lots and filling public slips, or any other improvement 
directed by an ordinance of the Common Council. 





§ 19. The said commissioners shall, on the completion 
by said deputies of any assessment mentioned in the last 
section, publish, for ten days, in the Corporation papers, 
anotice that the same is completed, and will remain in 
their office thirty days for examination, by all parties in- 
terested therein, and that at the end of that time, the 
said commissioners, or a majority of them, shall certify 
the same in writing, to the Common Council for confirma- 
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tion. The notices shall also contvin a general: descrip: 
tion of the limits within which property is affected by the 
assessment. If objections be presented within the time 
then mentioned in the notice, upon which they shall refuse 
to alter their assessment list, or if, notwithstanding its. 
alteration, objections shall be made, they shall present 
the assessment list, with such objections to the Common: 
Council. 


§ 20. The commissioners shall describe in the assess- 
ment list, the several houses and lots. assessed by the 
known street numbers and the ward map numbers, and 
shall also state therein the names of the owner or owners 
and occupant or occupants thereof respectively. In 
making their assessment, the commissioners shall in no 
case assess upon a house or lot or upon land, whether 
improved or unimproved, more than one third the value 
as fixed by them on the annual record of assessments for 
taxes last confirmed by the Board of Supervisors. 





§ 21. They shall enter in books to be provided for that 
purpose, a full and complete record in detail, of all assess- 
ments confirmed by the Supreme Court, or by the Com- 
mon Council, which shall at all convenient times be open 
to public inspection. 


§ 22. All the powers and duties now possessed by the 
Street Commissioner of the city of New York, or by his 
department, in regard to making and perfecting assess- 
ments, shall deyolve upon the Commissioners of Taxes and. 
Assessments. 


§ 23. All acts and parts of acts of the legislature of 
this state, not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
law, shall continue to remain in full force and effect. 
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$24. A certiorari to review and correct, on the merits, 
any decision or action of the said commissioners, under 
section twelve or thirteen of this act, shall be allowed by 
the Supreme Court, or any judge thereof, directed to the 
said commissioners, on the petition of the party aggrieved, 
and shall, with the return, be heard and decided forthwith, 
by said court, in preference to all other matters, actions 
or proceedings. 


§ 25. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Stare or New Yorx, 
Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same isa correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city 
of Albany, this twenty-first day of April, in 
[u s.] the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO SUPPRESS INTEMPERANCE, AND TO REGULATE THE SALE OF 
INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 


Passed April 16, 1857—three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Suc. 1. There shall be appointed on the second Tuesday 
of May next, by the County Judge and the two Justices of 
of the. Sessions, or a majority of them, of which the County 
Judge shall be one, in each of the counties of this state, 
(except the city and county of New York, wherein the Chief 
Justice of the Superior Court, the presiding Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and the Recorder of the city, or 
any two of them, shall appoint,) at the place where the 
county courts are required to be held, three reputable free- 
holders, residents of the county, who shall be the Commis- 
sioners of Excise for their respective counties, and shall be 
known as the Board of Commissioners of Excise. The said 
county judge and justices, and in the city of New York, 
the Chief Justice of the Superior Court, the presiding 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, and the Recorder of 
hall meet at the time and place aforesaid, and di- 
oners into three classes hy lot. The 
ned-to the first class, shall hold his 
‘si day of January, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-nine, the Commissioner in the second class until the 
first day of January, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and 
the Commissioner in the third class until the first day of 
January, cighteen hundred and sixty-three, and one Com- 















office until the 
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missioner in every two years thereafter, as the term of office 
shall expire, shall be appointed on the second Tuesday of 
May in such year, at the place and by the authorities above 
provided, who shall hold his office for six years from the 
first day of January following his appointment. In case of 
a vacancy in the office of County Judge, the appointment 
of Commissioners shall be made by the Justice of the Ses- 
sions. In case of a vacancy by death, or otherwise, in the 
Board of Commissioners, such vacancy shall be filled by 
the said judge and justices, or by the said Chief Justice of 
the Superior Court, the presiding judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas, and the Recorder of the city of New York 
for the unexpired term of such Commissioners; every Com- 
missioner, before he shall enter upon his duties, shall take 
and subscribe the oath prescribed by section one, article 
twelve, of the Constitution. 








§ 2. The Commissioners of Excise shall meet in their 
respective counties at the place aforesaid, on the third 
Tuesday of May in cach year, and on such other days as 
a majority of the Commissioners shall appoint, not exceed- 
ing ten days in any one year, and in the city of New York 
not exceeding fifty days, for the purpose of granting licen- 
ses, as hereinafter prescribed They shall haye power to 
grant licenses to keepers of inns, taverns or hotels, being 
residents of the town or city where such inn, tavern or hotel 
is proposed to be kept, to sell strong and spirituous liquors, 
and wines, to be drank in their houses respectively; and to 
store keepers, being such residents, a license to sell such 
liquors and wines in quantities less than five gallons, but 
not to be drank in their shops, houses, outhouses, yards or 
gardens, and they shall have power to determine the sum to 
be paid for a license by cach person applying, which sum 
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»shall be as follows: In towns and incorporated villages, not 
less than thirty dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars; 
and in cities, not less than thirty dollars nor more than two 
hundred and fifty dollars; no license shall be granted to 
any person or firm to sell in more than one place. 


§ 8. They shall keep a book of minutes of all their pro- 
ceedings, in which shall be entered every resolution passed 
by them, granting a license to any person with the sum 
required to be paid, which minutes shall beverified by their 
signatures and filed with the town clerk of the town for 
which such license shall be granted, and in the several 
cities of the state, with the city clerk, within cight days 
thereafter. 


§ 4, All licenses shall be signed by the Commissioners 
granting the same. They shall not be issued until the 
requirements fixed by the Board shall have been complied 
with; when issued, they shall be in force, unless revoked, 
until ten days after the third Tuesday in May next sueceed- 
ing the granting of such license, and in the city of New 
York until fifty days thereafter, 


§ 5. Each of said Boards of Commissioners of Excise, 
shall have the right to appoint a clerk for the time they 
may be actually in session, in accordance with the proyi- 
sions of this act, such clerk to receive the same compensa- 
tion as_is allowed by this act to each of the Commis- 
sioners. They shall keep a book of minutes of procecd- 
ings, on which shall be entered the names of all appli- 
cants for license; and they shall also enter ‘on said book a 
list of all licenses’ granted, with the names of the parties to 
whom the same are granted, and the names of the securi- 
ties to the bond required in each case. The said book of 
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minutes shall be deposited in the office of the County 
Clerk. No fee or reward shall be taken by any Board of 
Excise, or by any member thereof, or by any clerk thereof, 
for any license to keep an inn, tavern or hotel, or to sell 
strong or spirituous liquors, or for any service required of 
such Board, nor shall any compensation be retained by 
any such board, or by any member thereof, or by any clerk 
thereof, out of the excise money, but the whole amount 
thereof shall be paid over io the County Treasurer; for the 
use of the poor in the several counties; but the persons 
composing such Board of Excise shall be entitled each to 
receive the sum of three dollars per day for services 
actually performed, to be allowed and paid in like manner 
as other county charges, and no other or greater compen- 
sation shall be allowed. The expenses of procuring neces- 
sary books for minutes, and necessary blanks, when actually 
incurred, shall be audited and paid in like manner as other 
county charges. “ 





§6. License shall not be granted to any person to sell 
strong and spirituous liquors and wines to be drank on the 
premises of the person licensed, unless such person pro- 
poses to keep an inn, tavern or hotel, nor unless the Com- 
missioners are satisfied that the applicant is of good moral 
character, that he has sufficient ability to keep an inn, 
tavern, or hotel, and the necessary accommodations to 
entertain travelers, and that an inn, tavern or hotel is 
required for the actual accommodation of travelers, at the 
place where such, applicant resides or proposes to keep the 
same; all which shall be expressly stated in such license; 
and no such license shall be granted except on the petition 
of not less than twenty respectable frecholders of this state 
residing in the election district where such inn, tavern or 

8 
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hotel is proposed to be kept, by them duly signed and 
verified by the oath of a subscribing witness, and not then 
unless in the opinion of the Commissioners such inn, tavern 
or hotel is necessary or proper, and not more than one 
license shall be granted on the memorial of the same peti- 
tioners, or any of them; all petitions upon which such 
licenses shall be granted shall be filed with the County 
Clerk within eight days. And in case the Commissioners 
shall grant any license contrary to the provisions of this 
act they shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 


§ 7. Nor shall such license to keep an inn, tavern or 
hotel be granted until the applicant shall have executed 
and delivered io the Board of Commissioners of Excise 
herein provided, a bond to the people of this state, in the 
penal sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, with sufficient 
sureties, who shall duly justify in the sum of five hundred 
dollars, to be approved by the Board of Commissioners, 
with a condition that such applicant, during the time that 
he shall keep any inn, tavern or hotel, will not suffer it to 
be disorderly, or suffer any gambling, or keep a gambling 
table of any description, within the inn, tavern, or hotel, so 
kept by him, or inany outhouse, yard or garden belonging 
thereto. 


§ 8. Every keeper of an inn, tavern or hotel, in any. of 
the towns or villages of this state, shall keep in his house 
at Icast three spare beds for his guests, with good. and suf- 
ficient bedding, and shall provide and keep good and suf- 
ficient stabling, and provender of hay in the winter, and 
hay or pasturage in the summer, and grain for four horses 
or other cattle more than his own stock, for the accommo- 
ation of travelers; and every keeper of an inn, tavern 
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‘or hotel in the cities of this state, shall keep at least three 
spare beds, and the necessary bedding for the accommoda- 
tion of travelers. For every neglect or default in having. 
either of the articles herein required, such keeper shall 
forfeit. ten dollars, to be recovered by the overseers of the: 
poor, for the use of the poor. 


§9. Every inn, tavern or hotel keeper licensed under the 
provisions of this act, shall, within thirly days after obtain 
ing his license, put up a proper sign on or adjacent to the 
front of his house, with his name thereon, indicating that 
he keeps an inn, tavern or hotel, and he shall keep up such 
sign during the time that he keeps an inn, tavern or hotel. 
For every month’s neglect to keep up such sign, he shall 
forfeit ten dollars. 


§ 10. No inn, tavern or hotel keeper, who shall trust any 
person, other than those who may be lodgers in his house, 
for any sort of strong or spirituous liquors or wines, shall 
be capable of recovering the same by any suit. All securi- 
ties given for such debts shall be void; and the inn, tavern 
or hotel keeper taking such securities with intent to evade 
this provision, shall forfeit double the sum intended to be 
secured thereby. 5 


§ 11. In all licenses that may be granted (excepting to 
inn, tavern or hotel keepers) to .sell strong or spirituous 
liquors or wines, in. quantities less than five gallons, there 
shall be inserted an express declaration that such license 
shall not be deemed to authorize the sale of any strong or 
spirituous liquor, or wine, to be drank in the house or shop 
of the person receiving such license, or in any outhouse, 
yard or garden appertaining thereto, or connected there- 
with. 
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§ 12. Such licenses shall not be granted, unless the Com- 
missioners are satisfied that the applicant is of good, moral 
character, nor until such applicant shall have executed a 
bond to the people of this state in the penal sum of five 
hundred dollars, with sufficient sureties, who shall duly 
justify in the snm of one thousand dollars, to be approved 
by the Commissioners, and to be delivered to the Commis- 
sioners, conditioned that during the term for which his 
license shall be granted he will not suffer his place of busi- 
ness to become disorderly; that he will not sell, or suffer to- 
be sold, any strong or spirituous liquors or wines to be: 
drank in his shop or house, or in any outhouse, yard or 
garden appertaining thercto, and that he will not suffer any 
such liquor, sold by virtue of such license, to be drank in 
his'shop or house, or in any outhouse, yard or garden be- 
longing thereto; and whenever any person is seen to drink 
in such shop or house, outhouse, yard or garden, belonging- 
thereto, any spirituous liquors or wines, forbidden io be 
drank therein, it shall be prima facie evidence that such 
spirituous liquor or wines were sold by the occupant of 
such premises, or his agent, with the intent that the same 
should be drank therein. On any trial for the offence last 
aforesaid, such occupant or agent may be allowed to testify 
respecting such sale, ' 





§ 13. Whoever shall sell any strong or spirituous liquors 
or wines in quantities less than five gallons at a time, with- 
out having a license therefor, granted as herein provided, 
shall forfeit fifty dollars for cach offence, 


§ 14. Whoever shall sell any strong or spirituous liquors 
or wines to be drank in his house or shop, or any outhouse 
yard or garden appertaining thereto, or shall suffer or per- 
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mit any such liquors or wines sold by him, or under his di- 
rection or authority, to be drank in his house or shop, or-in 
any outhouse, yard or garden thereto belonging, without 
haying obtained a license therefor as an inn, tavern or 
hotel keeper, shall forfeit fifty dollars for each offence. 


§ 15. No inn, tavern or hotel keeper, or any other per- 
son licensed to sell any strong or spirituous liquors or 
wines, shall sell or give away any such liquors or wines to 
any Indian or apprentice, knowing or having reason to be- 
lieve him to be such, without the consent of his master or 
mistress, nor to any minor under the age of eighteen years, 
without the consent of his father or mother, or guardian. 
Whoever shall offend against either of these provisions, 
shall forfeit ten dollars, to be recovered by the master of 
such apprentice or servant, or by the parent or guardian of 
such minor; and any person who shall sell or give away 
any strong or spirituous liquor to any Indian in this state, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeauor, and on conviction, 
shall be liable to a fine of twenty-five dollars for each and 
every offence. 


§ 16. It shall be the duty of every sheriff, under sheriff, 
deputy sheriff, constable, marshal, policeman, or officer of 
police, to arrest all persons found actually engaged in the 
commission of any offence in violation of this act, and forth- 
with to carry such person before any magistrate of the 
same city or town, to be dealt with according to the pro- 
visions of this act; and it shall be the duty of such magis- 
trate, on sufficient proof that such offence has been com- 
mitted, unless such person shall elect to. be tried before 
such magistrate, to require a bond to be executed by such 
offender in the penal sum of one hundred dollars, with sure- 


Doc. No. 9.) 118 © 


ties, who shall justify in double the amount severally, con- 
ditioned, that such offender will appear and answer the 
charge at the next term of the Court of Oyer and Terminer: 
or Sessions to be held in said county, and abide the order 
and judgment of the court thereon, or to commit such 
offender to the county jail until such judgment of said court, 
or until he be discharged according to law. And it shall 
be the duty of the magistrate to entertain any complaint of 
a violation of this act, made by any person under oath, and 
forthwith to issue a warrant and cause such offender to be 
brought before him, to comply with the provisions of this 
section; and such magistrate shall, within ten days, cause 
such bond, together with all papers and affidavits, with a 
list of the persons and residences of the complainants and 
witnesses examined before him, to be delivered to the dis- 
trict attorney of the county, whose duty it shall he forth- 
‘with to prosecute the same. 


§ 17. It shall be the duty of every such officer; whenever 
he shall find any person intoxicated in any public place, to 
apprehend such person, and take him before some magis- 
trate of the same city or town; and if such magistrate shall, 
after due examination, deem him too much intoxicated to be 
examined, or to answer on oath correctly, he shall direet 
said officer to keep him in some jail, lock-up or other safe 
‘and convenient place, until he shall become sober, and 
“thereupon forthwith to bring him before said magistrate; 
“and whenever any person shall be brought before any magis- 
‘trate, as provided in this section, it shall be the duty of such 
magistrate io administer to such person an oath or affirma- 
tion, and examine him as to the cause of such intoxication, 
“and to ascertain the person or persons who sold or gave 





119 (Doe. No. 9. 


the liquor to such person; such intoxication being hereby 
declared to be an offence against the provisions of this act, 
punishable, upon conviction, by a fine of ten dollars, and 
costs at the same rate as in Courts of Special Sessions, and 
imprisonment in the county jail, work-house or penitentiary 
until paid, not, however, to exceed ten days. It shall be 
the duty of such officers to arrest, or cause to be arrested, 
all such persons when so intoxicated, and of the magistrate 
to entertain such complaints and make such examination, 
under the penalty of fifty dollars, with full costs of suit, for 
any neglect to comply with the provisions of this section. 


§ 18. Whoever shall sell or give away any strong or 
spirituons liquors or wines, or shall suffer any such liquors 
or wines to be sold or given away. under his direction or 
authority, to any intoxicated person, shall forfeit not less 
than ten nor more than twenty-five dollars for each offence: 


§ 19. It shall be the duty of magistrates and oyerscers of 
the poor, in any town or city, on complaint and satisfactory 
proof by a wife, that her husband is an habitual drinker of 
intoxicating liquors, to issue written notices to all dealers 
in intoxicating liquors, against whom such complaint is 
made, forbidding the sale or giving of such liquor to such 
husband for the term of six months from the date of the 
notice, under a penalty of fifty dollars, with costs, for cach 
and every sale or giving of such liquor, after such notice 
shall have been given; to be sued for in her own name and 
for her own use. It shall be the duty of such magistrates 
and overseers of the poor, to forbid the sale in like manner, 
in all cases when a husband shall make like satisfactory 
proof concerning the wife, and all the provisions of this 
séction shall apply the same in either case. It shall be {the 
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duty of magistrates and overseers of the poor, when like 
proof is made by a parent concerning a child, who is a 
minor under the age of twenty-one years, or by a child 
concerning a parent, to forbid the sale in like manner; and 
all the provisions of this act shall apply as in other cases 
named aboye, 


§ 20. It shall not be lawful, under the provisions of this 
act, to sell intoxicating liquors! to any person guilty of 
hnbitual drunkenness, nor to any person against whom the 
seller, may have been notified by parent, guardian, husband 
or wife, from selling intoxicating liquors, and every party 
so selling or retailing intoxicating liquors, shall, on proof 
thereof, before any court of competent jurisdiction, be de- 
prived of his license to sell, and shall not be allowed a 
renewal of said license, and in addition, on conviction, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty dollars, 
nor more than fifty dollars, for each and every violation of 
the provisions herein set forth. If any inn, tavern or hotel 
keeper, or any other person or persons whatsoever, know- 
ingly (outside of any poor-house,) shall sell or give to any 
pauper or inmate of arly poor-house or alms-house, strong 
or spirituous liquors or wines, such person or persons so 
offending shall be fined twenty-five dollars. and be guilty of 
e misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be imprisoned not 
more than sixty days. 


§ 21. No inn, tavern or hotel keeper, or person licensed 
to sell liquors, shall sell or give away any intoxicating 
liquors or wines on Sunday, or upon any day on which a 
general or special election or town meeting shall be held, 
and within one quarter of a mile from the place where such 
general or special election or town meeting shall be held, 
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in any of the cities, villages or towns of \this state, to any 
person whateyer, as a beverage. In case the election or 
town meeting shall not be general throughout the state, the 
provisions of this section, in such case, shall only apply to 
the city, county, village or towns in which such election or 
town mecting shall be held. Whoever shall offend againsé 
the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and, on conviction, shall be imprisoned in the 
county jail, work-house or penitentiary not more than 
twenty days, 


§ 22. The penalties imposed by this act, except the penal- 
ties provided for by sections eight, fifteen and nineteen, 
shall be sued for and recovered in the name of the Board of 
Commissioners of Excise, and paid over to the Treasurer of 
the County, for the support of the poor of the county. 


§ 23. Every bond taken pursuant to the provisions of 
this act, shall, within ten days after the execution of the 
same, be filed in the office of the clerk of the town or village 
in which the license shall be granted, and in the cities, in 
the City Clerk’s office. 


§ 24. Whenever a breach of the condition of such bond, 
given upon the granting of any license, shall happen, it 
shall be the duty of the Commissioners of Excise, the 
Supervisor of the town, Mayor of the city, or Trustees of 
the village in which the person who shall incur the penalty 
shall reside, to prosecute the same and recover the penalty 
therefor. 


§ 25. Whenever any conviction or judgment shall be ob- 
tained against any person licensed to sell strong or spirit- 
uous liquors or wines, for any violation of the provisions of 
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this act, cither inf a suit for a penalty or in a suit upon a 
bond given by such sperson, it shall be the duty of the jus. 
tice or court before whom the same shall be had, to trans- 
mit to the next Court of Sessions of the county, a statement 
of such conviction or judgment, and of the offence for which 
it was obtained: 


§ 26. The said court shall cause the person or persons 
against whom such conviction or judgment was obtained, to 
be notified to appear on such day as the court shall appoint 
to show cause why any such license that may have been 
granted to him or them should not be revoked. At the 
day appointed, and on such other days as the court shall ap- 
point, it shall proceed to inquire into the circumstances, and 
shall revoke the license granted to the person or persons 
violating the provisions of this act. 


§-27. The person whose license shall be revoked shall be 
incapable of receiving any such license to sell strong’ or 
spirituous liquors or wines for the space of three years from 
the time of such revocation. 


§ 28. Any person who shall sell any strong or spirituous 
liquors or wines to any of the individuals to whom it is de- 
clared by this act.to be unlawful to make such sale, shall be 
Tiable, for all damages which may be sustained in conse- 
quence of such sale, and the parties so offending may be 
sued in any of the courts of this state by any individual sus- 
taining such injurics, or by the Overseers of the Poor of 
the town where the injured party may reside, and the sum 
recovered shall be for the benefit of the party injured. 


/ $29: It shall be the duty of courts to instruct Grand 
Jurors to inquire into all offences against the provisions of 
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this act, and to present all offenders under this act, and also 
all persons who may be charged with adulterating im- 
ported or other intoxicating liquors with poisonous or del- 
eterious drugs or mixtures, or selling the same, or with 
Knowingly importing or selling intoxicating liquors or 
wines adulterated with poisonous or deleterious drugs or 
mixtures; which offences are hereby declared to be misde- 
meanors, to be punished by imprisonment in the peniten- 
tiary, work-house or jail, for a period of three months, and 
by a fine of one hundred dollars. 


§ 30. In case the parties or persons whose duty it is, by 
the provisions of this act, to prosecute, shall neglect to 
prosecute for any penalty provided by this act, for the 
period of ten days after complaint to them that any pro- 
vision of this act has been violated, accompanied with 
reasonable proof of the same, any other person may prose- 
cute therefor in the name of the Board of Commissioners 
of Excise. 


§31. All incorporated companies and persons in this 
state, engaged jn conveying passengers, including espe- 
cially, all railroads, steamboat and ferry companies, and 
all kinds of corporations conveying for hire, persons or 





property, shall be and hereby are required to refuse .em- 
ployment to all persons who, on good and sufficient proof, 





shall be shown to indulge in the intemperate use of intoxi- 
cating drinks, and any such company which shall retain in 
its employ any person or persons who shall, on competent 
proof, be shown to be intoxicated at any period whilst in 
the active service of said company or person, either as 
engineer, conductor, fireman, switch-tender, commander, 
pilot, mate or foreman, or be in any way connected with 
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the moving power or management, or whose duty, if ne- 
glected, would diminish the safety and security of life, 
limb or property, intrusted thereto, said company or cor- 
poration shall be liable to pay a sum of not less than fifty 
dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars to the County 
Treasurer, in the county where the offence may be committed 
and proved, before any court of competent jurisdiction. 


§ 82. In any judgment rendered or recovered on any 
bond to be given under this act, or for any penalty incur- 
red under this act, the person or persons against whom 
such judgment shall be rendered shall not be entitled, 
under any execution issued on such judgment, to the liber- 
ties of the jail. 


§ 33. Title nine of chapter twenty, of the first part of 
the Revised Statutes, and the acf entitled, “An act for the 
prevention of intemperance, pauperism and crime,” passed 
April 9, 1855, and all other acts inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act, are hereby repealed. 

§ 34. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Srave or New York, i 

Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at 

the city of Albany, this twenty-seventh 

[t. 8.] day of April, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION TO 
SECURE THE MORE PERFECT ESTABLISHMENT, GOVERNMENT, 
REGULATION «AND ECONOMY OF COMMON SCHOOLS IN THB 
CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Passed April 17, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New Yori, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enuct as follows: 


Sec. 1. The Governor of ‘the state of New York shall 
appoint five residents of the city of New York as Commis- 
sioners, to examine the school system of that city. It 
shall be the duty of such commission to visit such of the 
institutions for public education in that city as they may 
deem necessary, to confer with the Board of Education, the 
Board of Trustees in the several wards, and the other offi- 
cers connected with the school system, or such of them as 
may request such conference, and also with other parties, 
desiring to make suggestions in relation to the matter; 
and to thoroughly examine the organization and operation 
of the system of public education in that city. And the 
said commission shall make a written report to the 
Governor previous to the first day of January next, upon 
the matters aforesaid, and annex to such a report a draft of 
a bill making such changes and improvements in the laws 
relative to public education in that city, as they may deem 
advisable. 





§2. Neither of the said Commissioners shall reccive 
any compensation for his services, but the necessary and 
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reasonable expenses of the said commission shall be paid 
by the Board of Education, out of the school moneys of 
said city. 

§38. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Srare or New York, i 

Secretary’s Office. I have compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, 
at the city of Albany, this twenty- 
[t.8.] seventh day of April, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 
BELATIVE TO STAGE ROUTES IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Passed April 18th, 1857, 


The People of the State of New Vork, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Sxc. 1. No. stage or omnibus route, or authority to run 
stages or omnibuses in said city, shall hereafter be granted 
by the Common Council of said city, unless a majority of 
the owners of property upon the street or streets, avenue 
or avenues, in or upon which any such route or privilege 
is to be operated, shall, before the Common Council act 
on the subject, first consent in writing thereto. 


§ 2. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to im- 
pair the existing provisions of law relative to the fran- 
chises of said city, but any stage route or privilege here- 


after granted by said Common Council shall be disposed _ 


of at public auction, in the manner now provided by law 
for the disposal of the franchises of said city to the bidder 
who will give the largest sum per annum, with adequate 
security, to the Corporation of said city for the right or 
privilege. 


§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Srate or New Yorn, 
Secretary’s office. Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
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certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 
Given under my hand and seal of office, at. 
the city of Albany, this twenty-seventh 
[1.8.] day of April, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT. 


10 LEGALIZN THE ACTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, IN RELATION 10 
THE PAINTING AND GRAINING OF THE ROOMS OF THE SU, 
PERIOR COURT. 


Passed April 17th, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Seo. 1. The County Treasurer of the county of New 
York is hereby authorized to pay to Charles McGill, the 
sum of three hundred dollars, being the amount of one bill 
for painting and graining the rooms of the Superior Court 
in said county, as audited and allowed, pursuant to resolu- 
tion of the Board of Supervisors of*said county, passed 
November tenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, with 
interest on the said bill from the time it was audited and 
allowed; said resolution is hereby declared to be lawful 
and of binding force, notwithstanding the said painting 
and graining was not advertised and contracted for in 
accordance with the provisions of the charter of said city. 


_ Srars or New York, 
Secretury's Office. I have compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
9 
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certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, 
at the city of Albany, this twenty- 
[us] seventh day of April, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State, 
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AN ACT 


TO LEGALIZE CERTAIN ACTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 


Passed April 18, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of ihe State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Sec. 1. The resolution passed December twenty-sixth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, by the Board of Supervisors 
of the city ad county of New York, in the following 
words, viz: Resolved, That there be appointed a clerk by 
the Receiver of Taxes, to assist the Deputy Receiver of 
Taxes in the discharge of his especial duties, at a salary 
of one thousand two hundred dollars per annum, and that 
this resolution take effect on and from the twenty-sixth 
day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, is hereby 
declared to be lawful and of binding force, 


§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Srare or New York, 

Secretary's Office. { Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the 
city of Albany, this twenty-seventh day of 

[u.s.] April, in the year one thousand eight hundred 

and fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COMMONALTY OF 

“pHH CITY OF NEW YORK, T0 WIDEN BROADWAY OR BLOOM- 

INGDALE ROAD, BETWEEN FIFTY-SEVENTH AND PIFTY-NINTIL 
STREETS, IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 4 


Passed April 13, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of tie State of New Yorke, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


$xrce.1. The street known as Broadway or Bloomingdale 
road, in the city of New York, may be widened by the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New 
York, between Fifty-seventh and Fifty-ninth streets, to 
such width as they may deem proper, any thing contained 
inthe act entitled ‘An act relative to improvements touch- 
ing the laying out of streets and roads in the city of New 
York, and for other purposes, passed April third, eighteen 
hundred and seven,” to: the contrary notwithstanding. 
And whenever the said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the city of New York, shall deem it (esirable, in order 
to improye the access to Central Park, or otherwise, for 
the public convenience, so to widen the said street, they 
may order and direct the same to be done in like manner, 
and the like proceedings shall be thereapon had in rela- 
tion to the said widening, as if the said widening was in 
apart of the said city uot laid out into streets, avenues, 
squares and public places by the commissioners of streets 
and roads in the city of New York, under and by virtue 
of the said last-mentioned act; and all the provisions re- 
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lative to the widening of streets in that part of the said 
city, not laid out as aforesaid, which are contained in the 
act entitled “An act to reduce several laws, relating par- 
ticularly to the city of New York, into one act, passed 
April ninth, cighteen hundred and thirteen,” and the 
several acts altering and amending the same, shall be con- 
strued to apply to the said widening. 


§ 2. The commissioners who may be appointed to assess 
the damage and benefit in consequence of such widening, 
shall be authorized to assess such part of the expense or 
damage as they may deem reasonable, upon the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New York, by 
reason of such widening being required to facilitate the 
access to Central Park. 


Srarz or New. Yorr, 
Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 
Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city 
of Albany, this twenty-seventh day of April, 
{u.s.] in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 


Doe. No. 9.) 134 


AN ACT * 


TO PROVIDE PAYMENT FOR CERTAIN ARTICLES FURNISHED 
AND SERVICES PERFORMED FOR THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 
AND TO LEGALIZE THE ACTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPER- 
VISORS IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, RBLA- 
TIVE THERETO. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


So. 1. The County Treasurer of the county of New 
York is hereby authorized to pay to Thomas McSpedon 
and Charles W. Baker, the sum of seven thousand and 
thirty-eight dollars and sixty-two cents, being the amount 
of four several bills for blank books, stationery and bind- 
ing for the office of Register of said county, as audited 
and allowed, pursuant to resolutions of the Board of Su- 
pervisors of said county, passed on the sixteenth day of 
May, eighteen hundred and fifty-six; on the fifteenth day 
of July, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and on the fifteenth 
day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, with inter- 
est on the said several bills from the times when the said 
pills were so audited and allowed; said resolutions are 
hereby declared to be lawful and of binding force, not- 
withstanding the said blank books, stationery and bind- 
ing were not advertised and contracted for, in accordance 
with the provisions of the charter of said city. 


Stare or New Yorx, 
Secretary's Office. I haye compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
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certify that the same isa correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city 
of Albany, this fourteenth day of April, in 
[u s.] the year one thousand cight hundred and, 
fifty-seven. . 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


IN RELATION TO THE OPENING OF THE SECOND AVENUE [IN 
. THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Passed ‘April 10, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Src. 1. It shall be the duty of the Counsel to the 
Corporation of the city of New York, to take the neces- 
sary legal measures to open such parts of the Second 
avenue in said city, as have not already been opened. 


§ 2. All laws now in force relative to proceedings for 
opening streets and avenues in said city, shall apply to 
the proceedings authorized by this act, except section one 
of chapter two hundred and nine of the laws of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-nine, Provided that in assessing the 
cost of such opening, the Second Avenue Railroad Com- 
pany shall be assessed for its proportion of benefits to 
be derived therefrom by the privilege of extending its 
track through said avenue upon such real estate as they 
own along the line of said avenue. 


§ 9. The application for the appointment of commis- 
sioners of estimate and assessment in said proceedings, 
and the motion for the confirmation of the report of said 
commissioners, may be made at any special term of the 
Supreme Court, appointed to be held in and for the city 
and county of New York. 
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Srare or New York, 
Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, 
and of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office 
at the city of Albany, this twenty- 
[u. 8.J seventh day of April, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 
IN RELATION TO TH® COLES OR HARLEM BRIDGE, AT THE 


TERMINUS OF THE THIRD AVENUE, IN THE COUNTY OF 
NEW YORK. 





Passed April 17, 1857; three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 

Sec. 1. On the first day of April, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-eight, the present toll bridge, built by John B. Coles, 
and his assigns, over the Harlem river at the terminus of 
the\Third avenue, in the county of New York, connecting 
it with the county of Westchester, then to become the 
property of the people of the state of New York, shall 
forever thereafter be a free bridge and public highway, 
and shall be kept in good and sufficient repair, and be 
maintained and sustained as a free bridge and public high- 
way by the counties of New York and Westchester, as 
hereinafter prpvided. 


§ 2. On the said first day of April, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-eight, or immediately thereafter, it shall be the 
duty of the Mayor of the city of New York, and the coun- 
ty judge of the county of Westchester, (until the then next 
annual meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Westches- 
ter Connty, when it shall be their duty to appoint) and 
they are hereby required to appoint, each for the term of 
one year from the time of the making thereof, respective- 
ly, and annually thereafter in like manner, to appoint a 
suitable person to attend to the management and have the 
care and custody of the said bridge, and to attend to its 
repairing, and open the draw thereof, so as to prevent any 
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unnecessary delay or impediment in the nayigation of said 
river; and the persons so to be appointed shall each re- 
eeiye an annual compensation, by way of salary, not to ex- 
ceed seven hundred dollars, to be paid in monthly pay- 
ments out of the treasury of the said city, upon the usual 
warrant of the said Mayor and the Comptroller, and out 
of the treasury of the county of Weschester, in like pay- 
ments by the county treasurer thereof; and the said sala- 
ries shall be levied and collected in the same manner as 
other taxes for county charges are‘levied and collected in 
the said counties, respectively. 

§ 8. It shall be the duty of the authorities of the coun- 
ties of New York and Westchester, and they are hereby 
required forever after the first day of April, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-eight, to keep, maintain and sustain the 
said bridge in a good and sufficient state of repair, and to 
bear and pay their respective shares of the cost and ex- 
pense thereof, in proportion to their several jurisdictions 
over the same as defined and fixed by the boundary lines 
of said counties, respectively; and the cost and expense 
thereof, as well as the cost and expense of the rebuilding 
of the said bridge, when such rebuilding may be deemed 
requisite and necessary, as hereinafter provided, shall be 
levied and collected as county charges, and shall be borne 
and paid by the said counties respectively in the aforesaid 
proportion in the apportionment of the said cost and ex- 
pense. 

§ 4. Whenever the Mayor and the Street Commissioner 
of the said city, and the County Judge of the county of 
Westchester, and the Chairman of the Board of Super- 
visors therein, or a majority of them, (and they and their 
successors in office, are hereby constituted a Board of 
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Commissioners for the purpose to be known as the Com- 
missioners of the Harlem Bridge,) shall upon personal in- 
spection and examination deem it necessary. and shall cer- 
tify in a certificate to be by them signed and filed in the 
office of the county clerk of 1 counties, that the re- 
building of the said bridge is requisite and necessary, and 
the said bridge should be rebuilt and reconstructed, the 
same shall immediately after such determination and the 
filing of the said certificate be rebuilt and reconstructed 
by and under the direction of the aforesaid officers, and 
they are hereby authorized, empowered, and required to 
make all necessary engagements and contracts for such 
rebuilding and reconstruction, and to have said bridge 
fully rebuilt and reconstructed without any unnecessary 
delay, and thie cost and expense thereof shall be levied and 
collected as other county charges are levied and collected, 
and shall be borne and paid by the said counties in the 
aforesaid proportions chargeable to each of them as here 
inbefore provided. 

§ 5. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this 
act, are hereby repealed. 

§ 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Srace or New Yorr, 

Secretary's Office. } I have compared the preceding 
with the original Jaw on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at 
the city of Albany, this twenty-seventh 
{L. 8.] day of April, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven. 
N.P. STANTON, - 
Dep. Sec. of State. 
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AN ACT 
TC CONFIRM AND LEGALIZE THE RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, PROVIDING FOR THE 
WIDENING OF BATTERY PLACE, AND TO AUTHORIZE. 


Passed April 18, 1857—three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New Yorks, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Suc. 1, The resolution adopted by the Common Coun- 
cil/of the city of New York, on or about the thirty-first 
day of December, eighteen hundred and fifty-three, pro- 
viding for the opening of Battery place, in accordance 
with the plan referred to in said resolution, and on file in 
the office of the Clerk of the Common Council, is hereby 
confirmed and made valid and effectual to all intents and 
purposes; and the Strect Commissioner is hereby direct- 
ed to proceed with said opening, in conformity with said 
resolution: provided, however, that Battery place be. 
made not more than seventy feet wide at the corner of 
Broadway, nor more than two hundred feet wide at the, 
corner of West street and Battery place; and it is 
also provided that a ferry slip may be constructed at the 
foot of Battery place, when widened as aforesaid, not 
more than two hundred and fifty feet long, and being 
fifty feet wide at Battery place; the north side of said 
slip to be placed not nearer to pier number one, North 
river, than one hundred and ninetecn feet at» Battery 
place, nor nearer than one hundred and seventy feet from 
said pier, at the outer end of said slip; and that no pier 
or wharf shall be hereafter constructed between the 
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north side of said ferry slip and pier number one, North 
river; nor the privileges, as at present enjoyed by the 
occupants of pier number one, in any way interfered 
with, other than by constructing a bulkhead, which is 
hereby authorized, between said pier number one and the 
pier hereby authorized; and provided further that the 
ferry slip and bulkhead, herein authorized, shall not be 
constructed without the consent of the Common Council, 
hereafter to be granted by an ordinance duly passed; 
and provided further, that the construction of said slips 
and bulkhead, and each of them, and the ferry, ferry 
privilege, and every right, benefit or franchise arising 
from such slip, bulkhead, ferry or ferry privilege, shall be 
constructed and granted by the Corporation of the city 
of New York, in the manner now provided by law: pro- 
vided, however, that the ferry slip, hereby authorized, 
shall not be extended beyond, nor interfere with, the ex- 
terior line of the harbor of the city of New York, as 
established by law. 


Stare or New York, 

Secretary's Office. i I have compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at 
the city of Albany, this twenty-seventh day 
[u.8.] of April, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 
10 ESTABLISH BULKHEAD AND PIER LINES FOR THE PoRT 
Fi OF NEW YORK. 


Passed April 17, 1857. 


The People of the State of New Yorle, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


So. 1. The bulkhead line or line of solid filling, and 
the pier line, adjacent to the shores of the port of New 
York, are hereby declared and established to be the bulk- 
head and pier lines recommended to the legislature by 
the commissioners appointed under the act entitled “ An 
act for the appointment of a commission for the preserva- 
tion of the harbor of New York from encroachments, 
and to preserve the necessary navigation thereof,” passed 
March thirty, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, in their 
reports of January twenty-seven, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-seven, and March eighteen, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-seven, and as laid down on the maps accompanying - 
said reports, entitled, “ Atlas of New York harbor, made 
under the direction of the harbor commission,” in two vol- 
umes, except that the exterior or pier head line from 
Ninth street, extended to Forty-ninth street, on the New 
York side of Bast river, shall be the same as the line rec- 
ommended by the committee of commerce and navigation 
of the senate, in their report of March seventeenth, eigh- 
teen hundred and fifty-six, and on the maps, hereinafter 
referred to, in red ink; and a sea wall shall be erected on 
that line, from the northeast corner of the bulkhead at 
the foot of Seventeenth street, to Thirty-cighth street, 
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with openings of not less than one hundred feet, and at 
distances of not less than four hundred and fifty feet 
apart from centre to centre; and the whole water space 
between the bulkhead line hereby established, and the 
sea wall between Seventeenth and Thirty-eighth strects, 
shall be appropriated for piers, on piles or blocks and 
bridges, and wet basins, and a continuous bulkhead from 
Thirty-eighth to Forty-ninth street, which bulkhead shall 
be the exterior line, and line of solid filling; but no pier 
or other erection or siructure, shall be made ontside of 
the said sea wall or bulkhead from Seventeenth to Forty, 
ninth street, that is to say: 








1. Maps of the shores of the city and county of 
New York. 


2. Froma,point ono mile north of Spuyten Duy- 
vil creck, on the cast shore of the Hudson river; 
thence southerly to, the entrance. and along the 
north shores, of Spuyten Duyyil creek and Harlem, 
river, and easterly along the north shore of the Hast 
viyer, to Throg’s, Neck, in. the, county of West 
chester. 


8. From the entrance'to Little Neck bay, in the 
county of Queens, westerly along the south shore of 
the Bast river, including Flushing and Gowanus 
bays, and Newtown Creek, to the westerly end of 
Coney Island, in the county of Kings. 


4. The easterly line of the county of Richmond, to the 
entrance of the Kill van Kull, and thence along the 
southerly shore of the Kill van Kull, and the southerly, 
and easlerly shores of Arthur's Kill, or Staten Island 
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Sound, to a point opposite to the entrance of Wood- 
bridge creek, in the state of New Jersey. 

5. From the middle of the Kill van Kull, at its 
entrance from the bay of New York; thence north- 
erly along the westerly shore of the said bay, and 
along the westerly shore of the Hudson river, in the 
state of New Jersey, to a point opposite to the en- 
trance of Spuyten Duyvil creek. 


6. The several islands in the harbor of the 
York. 


§ 2. It shall not be lawful to fill in with earth, stone, 
or other solid material, in the waters of said port, beyond 
the bulkhead line or line of solid filling hereby establish- 
ed, nor shall it be lawful to erect any structure exterior 
to the said bulkhead line, except the sea wall mentioned 
in the first section of this act, and piers which shall not 
exceed seventy feet in width respectively, with interven- 
ing water spaces of at least one hundred fect, nor shall it 
be lawful to extend such pier or piers beyond the exterior 
or pier line, nor beyond or outside of the said sea wall. 


§ 8. It shall be the duty of the said commissioners, 
within thirty days from the passage of this act, to verify 
by their signatures, and to file in the office of the secre- 
tary of state, there to remain of record, the aforesaid 
maps, together with a minute written description, by 
courses and distances, as far as practicable, of the afore- 
said lines in front of the cities of New York and Brook- 
lyn, verified in like manner, and file a copy of the de- 
scription of the said courses and distances in the office of 
the Street Commissioner of the city of New York, and 


Doc. No, 9.) 146 


the term of the said commissioners is hereby extended to 
the fifteenth day of May next. 


§ 4. This act shall take cflect immediately. 


Srats or New York, 
Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the 
[us] city of Albany, this 27th day of April, in the 
year one thousand cight hundred and fifty 
seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 





147 (Doc. No. 967 


AN ACT 


TO ENABLE THE SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF 
NEW YORK TO RAISE MONEY BY TAX: 


Passed April 16, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New Yorks, represented. in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 


Sec. 1. The Board of Supervisors of the city and county 
of New York are hereby empowered, as soon as conye- 
niently may be, after the passage of this act, to order and 
cause to be raised by tax, on the estate, real and personal, 
subject to taxation, according to law, asum not exceeding 
fifty thousand dollars, for the purpose of paying arrear= 
ages in the Department of Repairs and Supplies, for the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six. 

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Stare or New Yorx, 

Secretary's Office. { Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of-said original law. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, 

’ at the city of Albany, this twenty-sev 

{t.s.] enth day of April, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO LEGALIZE THE ACTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
THE CITY AND, COUNTY OF NEW YORK, PROVIDING PAYMENT 
FOR CERTAIN SURVEYING AND MAPPING PERFORMED FOR 
SAID CITY AND COUNTY. 


Passed April 15th, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Sec. 1. The resolutions passed January twenty-second, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, by the Board of Super- 
visors of the city and county of New York, in the follow- 
ing words, viz: 


“ Resolved, That the bill of Mr. Samuel E. Holmes, for 
the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars, for surveying and 
making maps of the Nineteenth Ward, of the city of New 
York, for the use of the Tax Commissioners and Ward 
Assessors be, and the same is hereby audited and allowed. 


" Resolved, That A. V. Stout, Esq., County Treasurer 
be, and he is hereby directed to draw his warrant for 
twenty-five hundred dollars, in fayor of Samuel E. Holmes, 
for the services mentioned in the foregoing resolution,” 
are hereby declared to be valid,’ and the same shall be 
carried into effect. i 


§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Srats or New York, 
Secretary's Office. Lhave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
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certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, 
and of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at 

the city of Albany, this twenty-seventh 

[t. 8.] day of April, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 
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AN ACT 


.T0 ESTABLISH |A METROPOLITAN POLICE DISTRIOT, AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE GOVERNMENT THEREOF, 


Passed April 15th, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The Péople of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as folows: 


Sec. 1. The counties of New York, Kings, Westchester 
and Richmond, are hereby constituted for the purposes of 
this act, into one district, to be called “ The Metropolitan 
Police District of the State of New York.” Immediately 
upon the passage of this act, and thereafter from time to 
time as required by this act, there shall be appointed by 
the Governor, and by and with the consent of the Senate, 
(except that during any recess of the Senate the Governor 
may appoint, subject to the thereafter consent of the same,) 
five Commissioners of Police, who shall be the chief officers 
of the said “The Metropolitan Police District,” and who 
shall severally possess and perform therein the powers 
and duties authorized and enjoined by this act. The said 
Commissioners, together with the Mayors of the cities of 
Brooklyn and New York, ex officio, shall form the Board 
of Police for the said district, and a majority of them shall 
constitute a quorum of such Board for the transaction of 
business. 





§ 2. Three of said Commissioners shall be appointed 
from the city of New York, one from Kings county, one 
from the county of Richmond or Westchester. The per- 
sons so first appointed shall thereupon assemble together 
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in the office of the Secretary of State, and draw lots 
among themselves, in the presence of the said Secretary 
of State or his deputy, for three terins of office; one term 
to expire for three Commissioners upon the first day of 
May, which will be in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-eight; another term to expire for two, Commissioners 
on the first day of May, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-nine. Each Commissioner appointed to fill a term 
succeeding an expiring one, shall be appointed thereafter 
for a full term of three years, and the appointment for 
such full term shall be made as provided in section first, 
and shall be made from the county in which the vacancy 
occurred. Any vacancy as Commissioner of Police for 
the said “The Metropolitan Police District’ shall be 
filled by the Board of Police for the residue of the unex- 
pired term. Any one of the said Commissioners who 
shall, during his term of office, accept any other place of 
public trust or emolument, or who shall, during the same 
period, receive any nomination for an office elective by 
the people, without publicly declining the same within 
ten days sueceeding the said nomination, shall be deemed 
thereby to have vacated his office, Any one of the Com- 
missioners aforesaid may be at all times removed by the 
Governor, under the provisions of the statutes relating to 
the removal from office of sheriffs, which provisions are 
hereby extended so as to relate to each one of the said 
Commissioners, 








§ 8. Upon the conclusion of the drawing for terms of 
office provided for in the preceding section, the said Secre- 
tary of State or his deputy, shall file a certificate of the 
result thereof, and give to each Commissioner the proper 
certificate of his office, according to the term he shall haye 
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so drawn as aforesaid. The said Secretary of State or 
his deputy, shall then administer the constitutional oath 
of office to each Commissioner, and make the proper 
record thereof; whereupon the said Commissioners may 
organize themselves into a Board of Police for the said 
“The Metropolitan Police District,” and assume control 
of the police force thereof. 


§ 4. The officers of the Board of Police shall be a 
president and a treasurer, who shall each be selected from 
among the said Commissioners. The Board shall have 
power to appoint a chief clerk and six deputy clerks for 
‘the said districts, who shall hold office at the pleasure of 
the said Board. The principal officer of the Board shall 
be located in such part of the said “The Metropolitan 
Police District” as may be deemed most advisable and 
convenient for the transaction of business: The said office 
shall be rented by the Board, and the Superintendent of 
Police, hereafter created, shall have office accommodations 
in the same building with that occupied by the said Board. 
The office accommodations for the two Deputy Superin- 
tendents of Police, hereinafter created, may be, at, the dis- 
eretion of the Commissioners, located in any part of the 
district, except that one Deputy Superintendent of Police 
shall have office accommodations in the city of Brooklyn. 


§ 5. It shall be the duty of the Board of Police hereby 
constituted, at all times of the day and night, within the 
boundaries of the said, “ The Metropolitan Police District,” 
to preserye the public peace, to prevent crime, and arrest 
offenders; to protect the rights of persons and property, 
to guard the public health, to preserve order at every 
primary and public election; to remove nuisances existing | 





| 
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in public streets, roads, places and highways; to provide 

, a proper police force at every fire, in order that thereby 
the firemen and property may be protected; to protect 
strangers and travelers at steamboat and ship landings, 
and railway stations, to see that all laws relating to the 
observance of Sunday; and regarding pawnbrokers, 
mock-auctions, emigrants, elections, gambling, intemper- 
ance, lottery policies, vagrants, disorderly persons,.and 
the public health are properly enforced; and to obey and 
enforce all ordinances of Common Councils and Boards 
of Supervisors, and town and village authorities within 
the said “The Metropolitan Police District,” which are 
applicable to police or health. 


§ 6, The said duties of the Board of Police shall be 
more especially executed under the direction aad control 
of said board, and according to rules and regulations, 
which it is hereby authorized to pass, from time to time, 
for the more proper government and discipline of its sub- 
ordinate officers, by a police force for the whole of the 
said ‘The Metropolitan Police District;” and authorized 
to do duty in any part thereof, without regard to residence 
or county lines. The said police force shall consist of a 
general superintendent of police, and two deputy superin- 
tendents of police; five surgeons of police, and so many 
inspectors, or captains of police, not to exceed forty; so 
many sergeants of police, not to exceed one hundred and 
fifty; and so many police patrolmen as may be determined 
upon by the Board of Supervisors of the county of New 
York, to be appointed as a quota of the patrol force, to 
be paid for by said county; and as many police patrolmen 
as may be determined upon by the Common Council of 
“the city of Brooklyn, to be appointed asa quota of the 
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patrol force, to be paid for by the city of Brooklyn; and 
80 many police patrolmen as may be cetermined upon by 
the Supervisors of the towns of the county of Kings, not 
included within the municipal jurisdiction of the city of 
Brooklyn, to be appointed as a quota of the police force, 
to be paid for by said towns of the county of Kings; and 
as many police patrolmen as may be determined upon by 
the Supervisors of the counties of Richmond and West- 
chester, to be appointed as a quota of the patrol force, to 
be paid for by said counties respectively, in the mode and 
manner hereinafter provided; and the aforesaid authori- 
ties may, from time to time, increase or diminish the num- 
ber of patrolmen; and, until otherwise provided for as 
aforesaid, the said quota of patrol force for the county of 
New York, and for the sounty of Ki shall be of the 
number of patrolmen now existing by law in the cities of 
New York and Brooklyn, The said officers hereby cre- 
ated for the said police force. shall be severally filled by ap- 
pointment from the Board of Police, in tle mode pre- 
scribed by this act; and, each person so appointed shall 
hold office only during such time as he shall faithfully ob- 
serve and execute all the rules and regulations of the said 
board, the Jaws of the state, and the ordinances existing 
within the district enacted by the city, county, town, and 
village authorities within the same, and which ordinances 
apply to such part of the district where the members of 
the police force may be on duty. 





§7. The qualifications, enumeration and distribution of 
duties, mode of trial and removal from office of each officer 
of the said ‘police force, shall be particularly defined and’ 
prescribed by rules and regulations of the Board of Police, 
in accordance with thé constitution and laws of this ‘state; 
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provided, however, that no person shall be so appointed 
to office, or hold office in the police force aforesaid, who 
‘cannot read and write the English language or who is not 
acitizen of the United States, or who shall not have re- 
sided within the said, “ The Metropolitan Police District” 
during a'term of five years next preceding his appoint 
ment, or who shall ever have been convicted of crime; 
and provided that no person shall be removed therefrom, 
except upon written charges preferred against him to the 
Board of Police, and after an opportunity shall have been 
afforded him of being heard in his defence; and provided, 
that whenever any vacancy shall occur as inspector of 
police, the same shall be filled by an appointment from 
among the persons then in office as sergeants of police; 
and a like vacancy in the office of sergeants of police shall 
be filled by appointment from among the persons then in 
office as patrolmen. 


4.8. The members of the police force of the said, “ The 
Metropolitan Police District,” shail poss 
the state of New York, all the common law and statutory 
powers of constables, except for the service of civil pro- 
cess; and‘any warrant for search or arrest issued by any 
magistrate of the state of New York, may be executed in 
any part of the state by any member of the police force of 
the said, “The Metropolitan Police District,” without 
any backing or indorsement of the said warrant, and 
according to the terms thereof; and all the provisions of 
sections seven, eight and nine, of chapter two, title two, 
part four of the Revised Statutes in relation to the giving 
and taking of bail, shall apply to this act. The general 
and deputy superintendents and inspectors or captains of 
‘police, having just cause to suspect that any felony has 
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been or is being, or is about to be committed within any 
building, or ‘on board of any ship, boat or vessel within 
the said, “The Metropolitan Police District,’ may enter 
upon the same at all hours of the day and night, to take 
all necessary measures for the effectual preservation or 
detection of all felonies, and may take then and there into 
custody all persons suspected of being concerned in such 
felonies, and also may take charge of all property which 
he or they shall have then and there just cause to suspect 
has been stolen. 


§9. If the general superintendent of police shall re- 
port in writing fo the Board of Police that there are good - 
grounds for believing any house or room within the said, 
“The Metropolitan Police District” to be kept or used as 
a common gaming house or cock-pit, and if two or more 
householders, dwelling within the said district and not be- 
longing to the Metropolitan Police aforesaid, shall make 
oath in writing before any one of the commissioners of 
police, and annexed to the said'report, (which oath every 
commissioner of police is hereby empowered to adminis- 
ter, receive and subscribe,) that the premises complained 
of by the general snperintendent of police, are commonly 
reported and believed by the deponents to be kept as a 
common gaming house or cock-pit, it shall be lawful for 
any commissioner of police, by order in writing, to author- 
ize the said general superintendent, or cither deputy su- 
perintendent of police, to enter upon such premises, to- 
gether with such members of the patrol force as shall be 
directed by the said commissioner, by name, to accompany 
him or them, and, if necessary, to use force for the pur- 
pose of effecting such entry, whether by breaking open 
doors or otherwise, and to take into custody all persons 
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who shall be found therein, and destroy all implements of 
gaming found thercin, and forthwith to convey the said 
persons before any magistrate of the district, who shall 
forthwith proceed to hear the proof whether or no any of 
such persons were in such premises for the purpose of 
gaming; and if there shall be probable cause for believing 
that any of such persons were so in such premises for the 
purpose of gaming, then the said magistrate shall forth- 
with order, by due commitment, any of the said persons to 
find good bail, with two householders of the Metropolitan 
Police District as his sureties, conditioned for his appear- 
ance at the proper criminal court of the county wherein the 
said premises are situated, havéng jurisdiction to try misde- 
meanors, either at the term thereof then in being, or at the 
next term thereof, to answer any indictment which may be 
found thereat, charging him with being in the said premises 
as a. common gambler, or in default thereof, the said mag- 
istrate shall commit to the common jail or city prison of 
the county for such trial. The said magistrate shall im- 
mediately send the proofs in writing to the District At- 
torney of the county, whose duty it.shall be, in preference to 
any other case in his office of prosecution for any offence, 
to lay the same before the grand jury of the county, and 
upon indictment being thereupon found, to immediately 
try the same in preference to every other case, subject to 
the discretion of the court, It shall be sufficient in the 
said indictment to charge that the defendant, (naming 
him,) upon a day certain, and at an hour certain, was 
arrested within a common gaming house and is a common 
gambler. If the jury are satisfied that the premises in 
which be was arrested, was kept for purposes of gaming, 
and that he was present for the purpose of gaming, then 
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the said defendant may be convicted as a common gam- 
bler. If conyicted as such common gambler, then the 
court shall forthwith sentence him as for a misdemeanor, 
to an imprisonment not less than ten days in the jail of 
the county, or penitentiary not exceeding one year, and 
at hard labor therein, or to a fine not less than two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, nor more than one thousand dol- 
lars. The phrase “purposes of gaming” in this section, 
shall be taken to mean any purpose of playing for wagers 
of money at any game of chance, by whatsoever name the 
same shall be known. If the said implements of gaming 
seized shall have annexed to the same any thing of value, 
apart from their value as such implements, the said thing 
of value so annexed to the implements ordered to be des- 
troyed, shall be returned to the owner thereof. 


§ 10. It is hereby made the duty of the board of police, 
for more effectually distributing and enforcing its police 
government and discipline, to divide the said, “The 
Metropolitan Police Districts,” into precincts not exceed- 
ing forty, and without regard to county or ward bound- 
aries, and to assign one inspector or captain of police, and 
four sergeants of police to each of said precincts. ‘The 
board may, from time to time, establish a station or sub- 
stations, in each precinct, for the accommodation of the 
police force on duty therein. It may, from time to time, 
detail and change, without regard to, or limitation of, 
residence, inspectors or captains, sergeants and patrolmen 
and doormen, to such parts of the district, rivers, crecks 
and harbors therein, or to such of the police and criminal 
courts, and to the public offices of the government of the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn and the quarantine, and 
emigration offices as it may deem advisable. It shall not 
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suspend members of the police force from pay for more 
than thirty days. It shall promulgate all regulations and 
orders through the general superintendent of police, who 
shall take the place of the Mayor of the city of New York 
and of the city of Brooklyn, as being the head of the 
Police Department or force in the said cities, but always 
subject to the orders and regulations of the board of 
police; and it shall be the duty of the police force to re- 
spect and obey the said general superintendent of police 
as the head and chief of the same, subject to the rules and 
regulations and general orders of the board of police. 


§ 11. The Board of Police, whenever it shall see fit, 
shall, on the application of any person or persons, show- 
ing the necessity thereof, appoint and swear any addi- 
tional number of patrolmen, to do duty at any place 
within “ The Metropolitan Police District,” at the charge 
and expense of the person or persons by whom the appli- 
cation shall be made, (but not to exceed the yearly sum 
provided for patrolmen of the force, provided by this 
act as the general police foree,).and the patrolmen so 
appointed shall be subject to the orders of the Board of 
Police, and shall obey the rules and regulations of the 
Board, and conform to. its general discipline, and to such 
other special regulations as may be made, and shall wear 
such dress or emblem, as the board may direct, and shall, 
during the term of their holding appointment, possess all 
the powers, privileges and duties of the patrol force, 
heretofore prescribed. The persons so appointed may be 
removed at any time by the Board of Police, without 
assigning cause thereof, upon one month’s notice of the 
intention so to do, given to. the person or persons who 
applied for the appointment as aforesaid. The Board of 
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Police may also, upon any emergency of riot, pestilence, 
invasion, or during any day of public election or celebra- 
tion, appoint as many special patrolmen, without pay, 
from among the citizens as it may deem advisable, and 
for a specified time, and during the term of service of any 
such special patrolmen, he shall possess all the powers 
and privileges, and perform all'the duties of the patrol- 
men of the standing police force of the district, but the 
Board of Police, in making such appointment, shall in no 
way interfere with the force of the lawful command of 
the sheriff of counties, as now provided for by law, and 
such special patrol shall wear any emblem to be pre- 
scribed by the Police Commissioners. 


§ 12. No member of the police force, under penalty of 
forfeiting the pay which may be due to him, shall with- 
draw or resign from the police force, unless he shall have 
given one month’s notice thereof, in writing, to the general 
superintendent of police, and no person who shall ever 
have been removed from the police force established by 
this act, for cause, shall be reappointed by the Board of 
Police to any office in the said police force. 


§ 18. All stolen property taken by members of the 
police force, shall be kept in a place, and by a person to 
be designated by the Board of Police. Every such article 
of property shall be entered in a book kept for the pur- 
pose, together with the name of the owner, if ascertained, 
and the name of the place where found, and of the person 
from whom taken, with the general circumstances, and 
the date of its receipt, and the name of the officer recover- 
ing the same. The Board of Police shall also cause to 
be kept genera] complaint books, in which shall be 
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entered every complaint, preferred upon personal know- 
ledge of the circumstances thereof, with the name and 
residence of the complaint. It shall also cause to be 
kept books for the registry of lost, missing or stolen 
property, for the general convenience of the public and 
of the police force of the district. It shall also cause to 
be kept books of records of * The Metropolitan Police 
District,” wherein shall be entered the name of every 
member of the police force, with his time and place of 
nativity, the time and place when he became a citizen, if 
he was born out of the United States, his age, his former 
occupation, number of family and residence thereof, the 
date of appointment or dismissal from office, with the 
cause of the latter. And in every such record, sufficient 
space shall be left against all such entries wherein to 
make record of the number of-arrests made by such mem- 
ber of the police force or of any special services deemed 
meritorious by the inspectors or captains of police. It 
shall also cause to be kept in proper books, the accounts 
of the treasurer of the Board, and number of the several 
meetings thereof, and all receipts for moneys or warrants 
or checks for moneys, shall be written in books kept for 
the purpose, and the said receipts signed by the person 
or persons in every case receiving money, warrants, or 
checks from the treasurer. All such books ghall be, at all 
business hours, and when not in actual use, open to public 
inspection. The Board of Police shall also cause to be 
kept and bound all police returns and reports of the 
* districts. 





§ 14. It shall be the daty of the Common Councils of 
the cities of New York and Brooklyn respectively, in 
accordance with the practice and ordinances now exist- 

il 
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ing therein, to provide, at the expense of said cities, 
respectively, all necessary accommodations within such 
precincts of the said “ The Metropolitan Police District,” 
as shall be contained within the boundaries of the said 
cities respectively, for the station-houses required by the 
Board of Police for the accommodation of the police 
force of such precincts, for the lodging of vagrants and 
disorderly persons, and for the temporary detention of 
persons arrested for offences. It shall also be the duty 
of the said Common Councils respectively to furnish the 
same suitably, and to warm and light the same by day 
and night. In case the said Common Councils or either 
of them neglect or refuse so to do, after haying been 
thereto requested by the Board of Police, then the said 
Board may make their own provisions in the premises, 
and the same, when made, shall become a proper charge 
and debt for the expenses and disbursement thereof 
against the said city or cities, whose Common Council 
has so neglected or refused to make provision as afore- 
said. The accommodations required in the counties of 
Richmond and Westchester, and in the county towns of 
King’s county, ‘respectively, shall be those ordinarily 
made and used therein by the criminal authorities of each 
town or village therein; and so far as the detention of 
persons under arrest is concerned, the same shall be law- 
ful in any part of the said “The Metropolitan Police 
District,” without regard to county lines therein, on 
direction to that effect by any inspector or captain of 
police; and in every case of arrest the same shall be 
made known, within six hours thereafter, to the inspector 
or captain upon duty, in the precinct wherein the arrest 
was made by the person making the same, and it shall be 
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the duty of the said inspector within twelve hours after 
such notice, to make written return thereof, according to 
the rules and regulations of the Board of Police, together 
with the name of the party arrested, the offence, the place 
of arrest and the place of detention. The Board of 
Police shall provide suitable accommodation within the 
said “ The Metropolitan Police District,” for the deten- 
tion of witnesses who are unable to furnish security for 
their appearance in criminal proceedings, and such accom- 
modations shall be in premises other than those employed 
for the confinement of persons charged with crime, fraud, 
or disorderly conduct, and it shall be the duty of all 
magistrates in committing witnesses to have regard to 
the rules and regulations of the Board of Police in 
respect to their detention. 


§.15. All telegraphic apparatus, public police property, 
books, records and accoutrements, now in the possession 
of the police departments of Brooklyn and New York are 
hereby given for the use, (at the proper places, within the 
county of Kings and Brooklyn, not to be removed from 
the county wherein now used,) of the Board of Police 
herein authorized, but the ownership of the same, and the 
use thereof, as aforesaid, shall be according to the ordi- 
nances which the Common Council of the cities in which 
the said property is situated, have enacted or may here- 
after enact. The Board of Police shall have power to en- 
act and maintain, under the general laws of the state relat- 
ing to the telegraph lines, all such lines of telegraph in 
such places within the said district, as for purposes of 
police the Board shall deem necessary. 


§ 16. The necessary expenses incurred in the execution 
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of criminal process within the said, The Metropolitan Po- 
lice District,” shall bea county charge, only against the 
county from which the said process issued. 


§ 17. The constables elected by the electors within the 
counties of Westchester and Richmond, and in the county 
town of Kings shall possess all the powers conferred by 
this act upon patrolmen of the police force. The Board 
of Supervisors in each of the said last-mentioned counties 
and the Supervisors of the county town of Kings, in board 
assembled, may call upon the Board of Police to appoint 
for duty, within the precincts of which the said county 
shall be a part, as many additional inspectors or captains, 
sergeants and patrolmen as it shall enumerate and de- 
scribe, upon appropriations to the police fund the neces- 
sary expenses and salaries to be incurred thereby. Any 
of the village or town authorities within the said counties 
respectively, may also make such demand upon the Board 
of Police, upon making the like provisions of pay; and it 
shall be the duty of the Board of Police’ to appoint such 
officers, who shall thereafter become regular members of 
the police force of the district, and subject to all the rules 
and regulations of the Board, discharge the duty and 
possess powers and privileges as such members. The 
Supervisors of the counties of Richmond, Westchester and 
Kings! are hereby authorized, from time to time, to levy 
and raise by tax, upon the real and personal property tax 
able within each county, such sum or sums of money'as 
inay be required to carry into effect the provisions of this 
section, or the police purposes of this act. 


§ 18. No person holding office under this act shall bé 
liable to military or jury duty, nor to arrest'a civil pro- 
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cess, or to service of subpcena from civil courts, whilst 
actually on duty. 


§ 19. The health officer of the port of New York, shall 
have power, at all times, to call upon any of the police 
force of the district, to a number not exceeding ten, to aid 
him upon any necessary emergency, in enforcing the 
powers and duties conferred upon his office by law, and 
it shall thereupon become the duty of any such member 
of the police force, so called upon, to obey him. But such 
service shall not continue longer than twenty-four hours. 


§ 20. The Board of Police shall, at all times, cause the 
ordinances of the cities of New York and Brooklyn, to be 
properly enforced, and it shall be the duty of said Board, 
at all times, whenever consistent with the rules and regu- 
lations of the Board, and with the requirements of this 
act, to furnish all information desired, and comply with 
all the requests made by the Common Councils of the said 
cities, or by the Mayors thereof, or by the Boards of 
Supervisors of the counties of Westchester and Richmond 
and the county town of Kings. The Boards of Police is 
hereby invested with all the powers now conferred by 
law upon the Mayors of New York or of Brooklyn, in re- 
spect to ordering military assistance in aid of the civil 
authorities to quell riots, suppress insurrection, protect 
the property and preserve the public tranquillity. The 
Board of Police shall agpoint all court clerks prescribed 
to the judicial districts in which police justices are elected 
in the city and county of New York, and it shall designate 
the courts at which they shall do duty respectively. The 
Board of Police shall have power to issue subpcenas, tested 
in the name of its president, to compel, before it the at- 
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tendance of witnesses, upon any proceeding authorized by 
its rules and regulations. Each Commissioner of Police, 
the general superintendent of police, and each deputy 
superintendent of police, and the chief clerk of the Board 
of Police, are hereby given power to administer, take, re- 
ceive and subscribe all affirmations and oaths, to any wit- 
nesses summoned and appearing in any matter or proceed- 
ing authorized as aforesaid, or to any depositions neces- 
sary by the rules and regulations of the Board of Police. 
Any wilful and corrupt false swearing by any witness or 
person making deposition before any of the officers last- 
mentioned, to any material fact in any necessary proceed- 
ing under the said rules and regulations, shall be deemed 
perjury and punished in the manner now prescribed by 
law for such offence. The provisions of law now existing 
in respect to attachment of witnesses before Committees 
of the Common Council of New York, and to the com- 
pulsory attendance of the said witnesses to appear and 
testify before them, are hereby applied to the case of wit- 
nesses subpenaed before the Board of Police. 


§ 21. It shall be the duty of the Board of Police to 
Getail on the day-of any election within the cities of New 
York and Brooklyn, at least two patrolmen to each election 
polland shall, in and for cach of the said cities, appoint all 
poll clerks provided for by law, and shall, in and for the 
said cities, provide ballot boxes for use at general, special 
and charter elections, and keep custody of the said boxes, 
except during the taking, receiving and counting of the 
votes. It shall not be lawful for any person to publicly 
Keep or dispose of any intoxicating liquors upon the first 
day of the week, called Sunday, or upon any day of public 
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election within the said the Metropolitan Police District, 
under a penalty of fifty dollars for each offence, to be 
sued for and recovered in the name of the people of the 
state of New York, by the District Attorney of the coun- 
ty wherein the offence is committed, for the benefit of the 
police contingent fund hereby authorized; and it shall be 
the duty of the Board of Police to strictly enforce the 
provisions of this section by its proper order in respect 
thereto. It shall be the duty of the said Board to pre- 
vent any booth or box, for the distribution of tickets atany 
election, to be erected or maintained within one hundred 
and fifty feet of any polling place within said district. 


22. Tt shall be a misdemeanor punishable by im- 
prisonment in the county jail or penitentiary, if there be 
a penitentiary in the county where the conviction is 
had, not less than one year, nor exceeding two years, or 
by a fine not less than two hundred and fifty dollars, for any’ 
person, without justifiable or excusable cause, to use per- 
sonal violence upon any elector in the Metropolitan Police 
District, or upon any member of the police force thereof, 
when in the discharge of his duty, or any such member 
to neglect making any arrest for an offence against the 
law of the state, committed in his presence, or for any 
person, not a member of the police force, to falsely repre- 
sent himself as being such member, with a fraudulent de~ 
sign. 

§ 23. The treasurer of the Board of Police shall receive 
an annual stated salary of three thousand dollars, and 
each other commissioner shall receive an allowance of 
eight dollars for each day of actual service, the same to 
be certified to the Comptroller of the State by the trea- 
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surer of the Board; but no other compensation shall be 
paid or allowed to the members of the Board. The Gen- 
eral Superintendent of Police shall receive a like salary 
of three thousand dollars; each deputy superintendent of 
police shall receive a like salary of two thousand dollars; 
each surgeon of police shall receive a like salary of fifteen 
hundred dollars; each inspector or captain of police shall 
receive a like salary of twelve hundred dollars; each 
sergeant of police shall receive a like salary of nine hun- 
dred dollars; the chief clerk to the Board of Police shall 
receive a like salary of two thousand dollars; and each 
deputy clerk, a like salary of one thousand dollars. The 
pay of each police patrolman shall be at the rate of eight 
hundred dollars, and that of each doorman at the rate of 
seven hundred dollars per year. The salaries shall be 
paid quarterly, and the pay monthly, to each person 
entitled thereto. The salary of cach commissioner shall 
be paid to him by the Comptroller of the State, out of the 
police fund. Each inspector or captain shall receive 
monthly, from the treasurer of the board, the sums re- 
quired for the pay of the patrolmen and doormen doing 
duty within his police district precinct. No member of 
the Board of Police or of the police force, shall receive 
or share in, for his own benefit, under any pretence what- 
soever, any present, fee, gift or emolument for police ser- 
vices, other than the regular salary and pay provided by 
this section, except by unanimous consent of the Board of 
Police. 


§ 24. All rewards, fees, proceeds of gifts and emolu- 
ments that may be allowed by the Board of Police, to be 
paid and given for account of extraordinary services of 
any member of the police force, and all moneys arising 
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from the sale of unclaimed goods shall be paid into the 
bank wherein the treasurer of the Board of Police shall 
be required, as hereinafter provided, to keep his account. 
The payments so made shall constitute a fund, to be called 
the “Police Life and Health Insurance Fund,” and the 
persons who shall, from time to time, fill the office of the 
said treasurer of the Board of Police, and that of the 
Comptrollers of the cities of New York and Brooklyn, 
are hereby declared the trustees of the said fund, and may 
invest the same, as they shall see fit, either in whole or 
in part. 


§ 25. Whenever any member of the police force, in the 
actual performance of his duty, shall become bodily dis- 
abled, his necessary expenses, on the certificate of a sur- 
geon of the police, stating the manner, cause and condition 
of injury, and approved by the Board of Police, during the 
time his disabling, as aforesaid, continues, may become a 
charge upon the fund provided for in the preceding sec- 
tion. If such bodily disabling is likely to continue for 
life, on the like certificate to that effect and the like ap- 
proval, the sum of one thousand dollars may be chargeable 
upon the said fund, to be paid to the person so injured. 
If any member of the police force, in the performance of 
his duty, shall be killed or shall die from the effect of any 
injury received by him whilst in such performance, and 
there shall be any person absolutely interested, pecuniarily, 
in the continuance of his life, a sum of two thousand dol- 
lars may be chargeable against the said Jast mentioned 
fund, to be paid to the person so interested. In every 
case the Board of Police shall inquire into the circum- 
stances, and if satisfied that the charge upon the said fund 
is correct, shall order the same to be paid by the draft of 
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the said trustees upon the said fund, each writing his 
signature thereto. But the provisions of this section 
shall not apply to special patrolmen, appointed as herein- 
before provided for, at the request and expense of private 
parties. 





§ 26. The Board of Supervisors in the county of New 
York, and the joint Board of Supervisors and Aldermen 
of the city of Brooklyn, and Kings r tively, shall an- 
uually raise and collect by tax upon the real and personal 
property taxable within the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn, such sums of money as the Boards of Police for 
the said “ The Metropolitan Police District.” on or before 
the first Monday of June in each year, shall apportion as 
requisite’ and needful to be raised by each city and county, 
which several sums of money shall be applied by the said 
Board of Police for the fiscal purposes of this act. But 
such apportionment shall not be legal or binding upon the 
respective Boards of Supervisors above-mentioned, if the 
apportionment of tax made to each county aforesaid shall 
exceed the sum which shall be necessary to maintain police 
accommodations and the police force used and employed 
within each or either of the said counties, according to 
the action of the Board of Supervisors, nor unless the said 
apportionment shall be first approved by a majority vote 
of an auditing committee, composed of the President of 
the Board of Supervisors in each of the counties embraced 
by the said “ The Metropolitan Police District,” and by 
the Compirollers of the cities of New York and Brooklyn 
respectively. The said several sums of money appor- 
tioned, levied and collected within each of said cities of 
New York and Brooklyn, shall be in lieu of all taxes 
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within each of the said cities for the support of police 
governments therein. 


§ 27. Such several sums of money provided for by the 
preceding section, when collected, shall be paid into the 
treasury of the said respective cities, and shall be styled 
the Police Fund, and next immediately paid into the 
treasury of the state of New York, and shall be paid 
therein and therefrom under the fiscal regulations of law 
relating to the School Fund of the state of New York, at 
least once a month, but not in a sum exceeding, at any 
one time, one sixth of the whole yearly sum collected; 
and the sums of moneys collected by the respective cities 
aforesaid, for the purposes of police therein during the 
years eighteen hundred and fifty-six and eighteen hundred 
and fifty-seven, and not expended, in the respective trea- 
suries of the said cities, shall, immediately upon the or- 
ganization of the Board of Police, and after due notice to 
that effect served upon the Comptroller of the city and 
county of New York and the City T'reasurer of Brook- 
lyn, be paid into the state treasury, as part of the Police 
Fund, and disbursed, as before provided, to the treasurer 
of the Board of Police, on his proper warrant in like 
manner as aforesaid. 





§ 28. The treasurer of the Board of Police shall dis- 
burse all moneys required for the purposes of the said 
Board, but always upon his check or warrant upon the 
funds to the credit of the Board, which shall be deposited 
by the said treasurer in such bank or banks within “The 
Metropolitan Police District,” as shall be designated for 
that purpose by the Comptroller of the state of New York. 
No expenses other than salaries and pay herein provided 
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shall ever be incurred by the Board of Police, except for 
rents, stationery, printing, advertising, fuel and lights, 
unless the same shall be expressly authorized, and pro- 
vision therefor made as a separate county or city charge 
by the Board of Supervisors for the county or the joint 
Board of the Supervisors and Aldermen of the city of 
Brooklyn, within which the expenditure becomes neces- 
sary. 


§ 29. The treasurer of the Board of Police shall, before 
entering upon the duties of his office, execute a bond by 
himself, together with sufficient sureties, not less than two, 
in a penalty of fifty thousand dollars to the people of the 
state of New York, conditioned for the faithful perform- 
ance of his duties; the sureties to justify before a Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the first or second judicial dis- 
trict. This bond shall be approved by the Comptroller 
of the state of New York, and shall be filed in the office 
of said Comptroller. Whenever any of its conditions 
shall be violated, the said bond may be sued upon by the 
Attorney-General of the state, and the proceeds of suit 
paid to the credit of the police fund, provided by section 
twenty-seven. 


§ 80. The Board of Police shall require and make suita- 
ble provisions respecting security to be entered into by 
the general and deputy superintendents of police, and by 
the inspectors of police, and for the taking by members of 
the police force of an oath of office, and the registry of 
the same ina book to be kept for that purpose by the 
Board of Police, which oath of office may be taken before 
any commissioner of police, who is hereby empowered to 
administer and receive the same. 
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§ 31. From and after the first meeting of the Board of 
Police, under the provisions of this act, it shall possess 
all the power and authority heretofore conferred by law 
upon the Board of Commissioners of Police of the city of 
New York, or upon the Mayor, Recorder and City Judge 
of said city as Police Commissioners, or upon the Mayors 
of New York and Brooklyn respectively, as the heads 
therein of the respective police departments of those 
cities, or upon the Aldermen of the city of Brooklyn, 
which power and authority shall relate to or in any way 
be connected with the police government, police appoint- 
ments, or police discipline within cither of said cities, or 
within the counties of Kings and New York; and from 
and after the said first meeting of the Board of Police 
of “The Metropolitan Police District,” the duty and 
authority and power of each and all of the aforemen- 
tioned officers in relation to police government, appoint- 
ment and discipline shall wholly cease, and rest, as afore- 
said, in the said Board of Police constituted by this act, 
except that the Mayors of Brooklyn and New York shall 
be, with the commissioners, members ex officio of the Board 
of Police, and entitled to one vote cach at every session 
thereof, when present at its meetings. 


§ 82. From and after the passage of this act, the desig- 
nation of Chief of Police in the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn shall be, respectively, Deputy Superintendents of 
Police, and the persons filling the first-mentioned offices 
shall continue, under their new name, to discharge, as be- 
fore, the duties of heads of the police departments in the 
said respective cities, but only until a General Superin- 
tendent of Police shall be elected and appointed by the - 
Board of Police, from and after which they shall discharge 
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duty, respectively, as his deputies. From and after the 
passage of this act, captains of police in New, York and 
Brooklyn shall be designated as inspectors or captains of 
police; lieutenants and assistant captains of police, insaid 
cities, shall be designated sergeants of police, and perform 
duty concurrently with the sergeants then in office, until 
the Board shall regulate the proper number of such ser- 
geants according to the terms of this act; and policemen 
shall be designated patrolmen. The present wards of 
the said cities shall be police precincts within “The Metro- 
politan Police District” until new ones are made by the 
Board of Police. The police in the cities of New York 
and Brooklyn, officers and patrolmen, shall continue to 
do duty under existing laws, at the passage of this act, 
and according to the regulations of the departments of 
New York and Brooklyn, until after the first meeting of 
the Board of Police, under this act, when the said police 
shall hold office and do duty under the provisions of the 
act hereby enacted, and as members of the police force of 
“The Metropolitan Police District” hereby constituted. 








§ 33. The Board of Police shall remove from office any 
one of the present members of the police departments of 
New York or Brooklyn, not possessed of the qualifica- 
tions set forth in section seven of this act, but shall pro- 
ceed in the manner prescribed in the seventh section of 
this act. 

§ 84. The General Superintendent of Police shall make 
to the Board of Police quarterly reports,in writing, of the 
state of ‘‘ The Metropolitan Police District,” with such 
statistics and suggestions as he may deem advisable for 
the improvement of the police government and discipline 
of said district. The Board of Police shall, on or before 
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the first Monday in December in each year, report in writ- 
ing the condition of the police within the said police dis- 
trict, to the Governor of the state. 


§ 35. All statutes, parts of statutes and provisions of 
law inconsistent with the provisions of this act are here- 
by repealed, together with all modes and qualifications of 
appointment to office, as members of police departments 
or of elections to office therein, inconsistent with the pro- 
yisions of this act, whether such statutes, provisions, and 
modes and qualifications relate to the city of Brooklyn or 
to the county of Kings, or to the city and county of New 
York. - 


§ 85. Whenever, in any statute not inconsistent with 
this act, the word chief of police shall occur, it shall be 
taken to mean general superintendent of police; in like 
manner the word captain of police shall be deemed to 
mean inspector or captain of police; in like manner the 
words lieutenants or assistant captains of police shall be 
taken to mean sergeants of police; and the words police- 
men and patrolmen shall be identical in meaning in any 
act not repealed by this act. 

Srare or New Yorx, i 

Secretary's Office. Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify the same to be a correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at 
[z. s.] the city of Albany, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred aad fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COMMONALTY OF 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK, TO ERECT A NEW CITY HALL IN 
SAID CITY, RAISE MONEY BY LOAN FOR THAT PURPOSE, 
AND TO APPOINT COMMISSIONERS FOR THAT PURPOSE. 


Passed April 17th, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Src. 1. Richard M. Blatchford, Gustavus A. Conover, 
Robert Hmmet, Edwin D. Morgan, Henry Erasson, are 
hereby appointed Commissioners of the new City Hall, in 
the city of New York, and all vacancies which may occur 
among the said commissioners shall be filled by the Com- 
mon Council. 


§ 2. It shall be the duty of the said commissioners to 
direct and superintend the erection of a new City Hall, in 
the city of New York, upon that portion of the Park lying 
on the rear of the present City Hall, bounded by Broad- 
way, Chambers and Centre streets, or so much thereof as 
may be found necessary. But before deciding on any 
plans or specifications, it shall he their duty to offer to 
the proper authorities of the United States government, 
to conform any portion of the interior plans of said build- 
ing to the purpose of a post-office, and the accommodation 
of the Courts of the United States, and to convey to the 
United States Government the portion of ground covered 
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by said building so occupied. And the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty of the city of New York are hereby 
authorized and empowered to make conveyance by deed 
of grant or lease, of any portion of the Park to the goy- 
ernment of the United States, for the erection thereon, at 
the expense of the said government, of such building for 
the purposes of a post-oflice, or accommodation for the 
Courts of the United States held in said city, and for the 
officers attached to said courts, upon being duly compen- 
sated for the same, and in case of such conveyance by the 
city, the jurisdiction of the state of New York over said 
ground shall be hereby released to the government of the 
United States for such purposes, reserving, howéver, \to 
the state of New York, concurrent jurisdiction relative to 
all civil and criminal processes. 


§ 8. The said commissioners shall have power to decide 
upon the plans and specifications, to advertise for and re- 
ceive proposals, to make contracts, and to do all and 
every thing necessary to the building and completion of 
the same, under the provisions of this act. 


§ 4. The said commissioners shall have full power to 
employ architects, engineers, superintendents, clerks, and 
such other necessary assistants as may be required for the 
construction of the said City Hall, the compensation of 
such architects, engineers, superintendents, clerks and 
assistants, to be fixed by the commissioners, by and 
with the consent of the Common Council. The said 
commissioners shall receive as compensation, not ex- 
ceeding five dollars per day, for each day’s actual attend- 
ance on their duties, to be certified to the Comptroller 
under oath, 


2 
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§ 5. The provisions of all acts applicable to con: 
tracts of the said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty re- 
quiring appropriations of money to fulfill the same, are 
hereby declared applicable to the contracts to be made by 
the said commissioners so far as the same are not incon- 
sistent with this act. The contracts entered into by the 
said commissioners on behalf of the said Mayor, Alder- 
men and Commonalty shall be filed in the office of the 
Comptroller within ten days after the same shall be 
executed. 


§ 6. The said commissioners shall keep full minutes of 
their proceedings, which shall be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Common Council of the city of New York, 
within ninety days after the said new City Hall shall be 
fully completed. 


§ 7. Itshall be lawful for the said Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty to raise by law, from time to time, and in such 
amounts as they may think fit,a sum not exceeding two 
millions of dollars, by the creation of a public stock, to be 
called “New City Hall Stock of the city of New York,” 
which shall be redeemable in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-five, out of the Sinking Mund of the 
said city of New York, and shall bear an interest not ex- 
ceeding six per cent. per annum. 


§8. It shall be lawful for the said Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty to determine what shall be the nominal 
amount or value of ‘each share of the said stock, and of 
“what number of’ shares the same shall consist, and the 
commissioners are hereby authorized to scll and dispose 
of such shares at public auction, and to issue’ certificates 
therefor on such terms as they shall think proper, provided 
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. 
that the stock shall not be sold at less than its par 
value. 


§9. The provisions of the act entitled “ an act to reg- 
ulate the finances of the city of New York,” passed June 
eighth, cighteen hundred and twelve, which are not repug- 
nant to or incompatible with any provisions in this act 
contained, shall apply to said stock. 


§ 10. It shall be lawful for the Supervisors of the city 
and county of New York, to order and cause to be raised 
by tax on all property subject to taxation within said city 
and county, in addition to the ordinary taxes, yearly, and 
every year, asum of money sufficient to pay the interest 
annually accruing on said stock. 


§11. The moneys to be raised by virtue of this act 
shall be applied to the erection and completion of anew 
City Hall in said city of New York, and to no other pur- 
pose whatsoever. 


§ 12. The commissioners appointed under this act shall 
not be directly or indirectly interested in the plaas and 
specifications for said building, or in any contract for 
work to be done or materials to be furnished therefor, 
and said commissioners, or cither of them, for any violation 
of the provisions of this act, may he removed by the 
Mayor, by and with the approval of the Board of Alder- 
men. 


§ 13. This act shall take effect immediately. 


Srare or New York, 
Secretary's Office. I have compared the preceding 


with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
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certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, 
at the city of Albany, this first day of 
[us.] May, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven. 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State, 
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AN ACT 


TO REGULATE THE USE OF THE SLIPS AND WHARVES OF THE 
CITY OF NEW YORK BETWEEN PIERS NUMBER TWO AND NUM- 
BER TWELVE, EAST RIVER. 


Passed April 13, 1857. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows : 


Sec. 1. All that part of the water adjacent to the 
wharves of the city of New York, from the east side of 
pier number two to and including the east side of pier 
number nine, Hast river, shall hereafter, from the twen- 
tieth day of March to the twenticth day of December in 
each and every year, be set apart, kept and reserved, to 
the extent specified in this act, for the use and accommo- 
dation of canal boats and barges engaged in the business 
of transporting property on the Hudson river or coming 
to tide water from the canals of the state arriving in said 
city from the city of Albany, or any port or place north 
or west thereof, and barges transporting property to and 
from the termini of the New York and Erie, New York 
Central and Hudson River Railroads, and that piers num- 
ber ten, eleven, and the west side of pier number twelve, 
East river, inclusive, shall hereafter be set apart, kept 
and reserved for the use and accommodation of the regu- 
lar packet lines of sailing vessels, propellers and barges, 
now occupying berths on piers nine, ten, eleven, and the 
west side of pier twelve, and running to and from the 
following ports, to wit: Boston, Massachusetts; Ports- 
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mouth, New Hampshire; Philadelphia, via the Delaware 
and Raritan Canal; Wilmington, North Carolina; Savan- 
nab, Georgia; Charleston, South Carolina; Apalachicola, 
Florida; Mobile, Alabama; New Orleans, Louisiana, and 
Matagorda, Texas, 





§2. It shall be the duty of the Harbor Masters or 
other officer or officers of said city, who are now or here- 
after shall be, empowered by law or by any ordinance of 
said city, to regulate and station ships and vessels in the 
harbor of said city, and they shall have power to prohibit 
and prevent all other boats, ships and vessels from enter- 
ing any of the slips, or approaching, or lying at any of 
the wharves between the piers named in the preceding 
section, during the period therein specified, when such 
slips and wharves shall be required for the use and ac- 
commodation of the vessels, boats and barges mentioned 
in said section. In case any boat, ship or vessel, not en- 
titled, according to the provisions of this act, 10 use said 
waters, shall have entered any of said slips, or shall be 
lying at any of said wharves during the period aforesaid, 
when such slip or wharf shall be needed or required for 
the use or accommodation of any of the vessels, boats or 
barges, specified in the preceding section, it shall be the 
duty of the said Harbor Masters, or other officer or officers, 
and they shall have power forthwith to remove such boat, 
ship or vessel from such slip or wharf, so far as may be 
necesssary to accommodate the vessels, boats and barges, 
entitled as aforesaid to the use of said slips or wharf, 








§ 8. Any person resisting or refusing, or neglecting to 
comply with any order or direction of any harbor mas- 
ter or other officer, given in pursuance of this act, in rela- 
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tion to any boat, ship or vessel, under the command or 
control of such person, and any person whatever who 
shall resist or oppose any harbor master or other officer 
in the performance of the duties of his office, under this 
act, shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum 
of fifty dollars, to be recovered, collected and applied in 
the manner provided for tlic recovery and application of 
the penalties imposed and specified in the third section of 
the act entitled “An act relating to the Harbor Masters 
of the port of New York,” passed March sixteenth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty. 


§ 4: Nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
take away,orin any respect impair the right of the owner 
or lessee of any wharf, slip or pier mentioned in this act, 
from demanding, collecting and receiving the usual and 
Jegal rates of wharfage, for all boats, ships and vessels 
using or occupying said wharves, slips and piers, nor shall 
any thing herein be construed to prevent the free use of 
the waters and wharves specified in the preceding section, 
when such waters and wharves are not required for the 
use and accommodation of the vessels, boats and barges 
described in said first section, nor to be construed so as to 
prevent any vessel from hauling along side of any vessel, 
barge or canal boat to land cargo and receive cargo, or 
from laying along side of such vessel, boat or barge a suf 
ficient length of time to transfer cargo with all reasonable 
dispatch, nor shall any thing herein contained be so con- 
strued as to disturb or interfere with any existing rights 
of oceupany granted by ordinance or resolution of the 
Mayor and Common Council of the city of New York, in 
favor of any of the lines of river barges or canal boats 
aforesaid. 


Doc. No. 9.) 184 


§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Sra or New York, 

Secretary's Office. { I have compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify the same to be a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office 

at the city of Albany, the first day of 

[u. 8.) May, ‘in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven. 


N. P, STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 


. 





i 
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AN ACT 


RELATING TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK. 


Passed April 15, 1857, three fifths being present. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


Seo, 1. The Mayor and Recorder of the city of New 
York shall cease to be members of the Board of Super- 
visors of the county of New York. There shall be voted 
for at each and every charter election hereafter to be held 
in the city of New York, twelve Supervisors, who shall, 
together, compose the Board of Supervisors of the county 
of New York, and hold office for one year, from the first 
of January in each and every year hereafter. They shall 
be voted for upon a separate general ticket, but only six 
names for Supervisors shall he upon one ticket. The six 
persons receiving the highest number of votes shall be 
declared elected by the Board of City Canvassers, who 
shall canvass the votes in the same manner as they are re- 
quired to canvass votes for charter officers; and all the 
provisions of law relating to election of charter officers 
are hereby applied to the election of Supervisors. On or 
before the twenty-fourth day of December, in each and 
every year succeeding the charter election, the Mayor of 
the city shall appoint, as Supervisors, the six persons re- 
ceiving severally the highest number of votes next to the 
votes received by the six Supervisors having the return 
of, the Board of City Canvassers. 
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§ 2. The vote of a majority of all the members elected 
to the Board of Supervisors shall be necessary to pass any 
act, ordinance or resolution appropriating money; and 
every act, ordinance or resolution which shall have passed 
the said Board of Supervisors, except such as levy any 
special tax or taxes, before it shall take effect, shall be 
presented, duly certified, to the Mayor of the city of New 
York, for his approv If he approve, he shall sign it, 
if not he shall return it, with his objections, to the Board, 
within ten days thereafter; or, if said Board be not in 
session, at its next meeting after that period. The Board 
shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and 
cause the same to be published in one or more of the daily 
newspapers of the city of New Yowk. 








§ 8. The Board shall, after the expiration of not less 
than ten days thereafter, proceed to reconsider the same; 
and such act, resolution or ordinance, if approved by a 
majority of all the members elected to the Board, shall 
thereupon take effect. In all such cases the votes of the 
Board shall be determined by the ayes and noes, and the 
names of the persons, voting for and against its passage, 
shall be entered ox the journal of the Board. 


§ 4. If the Mayor shall not return any act, resolution 
or ordinance so presented to him, within the time above 
limited for that purpose, it shall take effect in the samo 
manner as if he had signed it. 


§5. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, ex- 
cept the same shall have been previously appropriated to 
the purpose for which it is drawn; and no expense shall 
be incurred, whether it shall have been ordered by the 
Board or not, unless an appropriation of money, then in 
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the treasury, sufficient to cover such expense, shall have 
been previously made. 


§ 6. The Finance Department of the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Commonalty of the city of New York, and its oflicers, 
shall have the like power, and perform the like duties, in 
regard to the fiscal concerns of said Board, as they pos- 
sess in regard to the local concerns of the said Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty. All moneys drawn from the 
treasury, by authority of the Board of Supervisors, shall 
be upon vouchers for the expenditure thereof, examined 
and allowed by the Auditor, and approved by the Comp- 
troller; and no such moneys shall be drawn therefrom, 
except on the warrant drawn by the Comptroller, and 
countersigned by the Mayor and Clerk of the Board, and 
no other warrant shall be necessary for such purp’ 





§ 7. No allowance or payment, beyond legal claims, 
shall ever be allowed by the Board. 


§ 8. The members of the Board of Supervisors, when- 
ever attending as members of the Board of County Can- 
vassers, shall not reccive compensation for a greater period 
than ten days, for canvassing the votes of any election; 
nor shall any person receive any compensation for services 
as a Supervisor of the said county of New York. 


§ 9. The Counsel to the Corporation of the city of New 
York shall be the legal adviser of the said Board of 
Supervisors, and shall receive such compensation, for his 
services, as shall be fixed by said Board, not exceeding the 
sum of two thousand dollars per annum. 


§ 10. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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Srate or New Yorr, 

Secretary’s Office. { T have compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and-do hereby 
certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the 
city of Albany, the first day of May, in the 


[u.8.] year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
seven. 


N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary of State. 
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AN ACT 


TO AUTHORIZE THE SECOND AVENUE RAILROAD COMPANY OF « 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK TO DISCONTINUE A PORTION OF 
THEIR TRACKS, AND TO CONSTRUCT NEW TRACKS. 


Passed April 15, 1857. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate, 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 


So. 1. The Second Avenue Railroad Company of the 
city of New York, are hereby authorized to discontinue 
he use of that portion of the tracks of their railroad, 
commencing in Chatham square, and running through 
Oliver street and South street to Peck:slip. 


§ 2. The said company are hereby authorized to ex- 
tend and construct their said road, with a single or double 
track, through that part of the Bowery extending from 
Chatham square to Pearl street, and thence through Pearl 
street to Peck slip, and thence through Peck slip to South 
street, together with the necessary turnouts or switches 
in Peck slip, for the convenient operation and working of 
said railroad. 


, § 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Stare or New Yors, 


Secretary's Office. i Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
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certify the same to be a correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. 


Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city 
of Albany, this first day of May, in the 
|u.8.] year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven, 
N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Sec. of State. 
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AN ACT 


IN RELATION TO THE ELECTION OF CERTAIN JUDICIAL OFFI- 
CERS IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK, 


Passed April 18, 1857. 


The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate 
and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Sec. 1. The Justices of the District Courts and the 
Police Justices of the city and county of New York, 
shall hereafter be elected on the first Tuesday of Decem- 
ber preceding the expiration of their respective terms of 
office, at the same time with the election of charter officers 
for the said city. 

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Stare or New York, 

Secretary’s Office. Ihave compared the preceding 
with the original law on file in this office, and do hereby 
certify that the same isa correct transcript therefrom, and 
of the whole of said original law. . 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city 

y of Albany, this first day of May, in the year 

[L. s.] one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven. 

N. P. STANTON, 
Dep. Secretary ‘of States 



















shan ab baat viel oy a isthe 
; ae ies wb wee a 


Bt wah a z) tie 

igeptl th ysbeivy 3 
Jo: slesiod i 

{ 


i meee" Veabs sft 









= shettot Hoitan asdey vga’ + 







eee We: Ue 4 

oy i Parngmos coved £ 2") 
aeehoast wi & Rho eitt ark ath hooey 
= fag sianes 









RAVAAIA os 4 


di aN ice A 





DOCUMENT No. 10. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


MAY 14, 1857. 


The following protest, regarding certain acts passed at 
the last session of the State Legislature, respecting this 
city, was received, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





The undersigned members of the Board of Aldermen 
of New York, respectfully present the following 


PROTEST: 


That we individually reaffirm and reiterate the sentiments 
heretofore announced by this Board, relative to the various 
laws enacted at the recent session of the legislature, for 
the government of this city, and the control of many of 
its most important branches of enterprise, as having been 
adopted in a spirit evincing a total disregard, and the 
boldest defiance of the wishes and rights of our people. 


We protest particularly against those laws as being 
forced upon us ata time when this city and other large 
municipal communities, equally interested with usin avert- 
ing the evils of despotic interference by the state central 
powers with purely local concerns, are not adequately, 
represented in the legislature, in proportion to our popu- 
lation, and are, therefore, left at the mercy of an uncon- 
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stitutional preponderance of representation from the in- 
terior parts of the state; and whether those measures are 
for that reason invalid or not, we solemnly protest against 
them as constituting an unjust aggression upon us tending 
to produce an irreconcilable feud, destructive of all 
harmony and good brotherhood, and threatening to drive 
our community to direct its energies and resources to 
effect a disruption and division of the state. 


We protest, most especially at this time, against the 
“Act to amend the charter of the city of New York,” 
‘passed April 14, 1857, because we do not believe it meets 
the approval of the people of this city, or any measurable 
proportion of them, but is as obnoxious to them collec- 
tively as it is unacceptable to their Common Council, be- 
cause it did not originate with them, nor with any repre- 
sentative exponent of their will, bat comes to us tainted 
with the same irresponsible political paternity to which 
may be traced much of the fanatical, despotic and uncon- 
stitutional legislation, with which, of late years, we have 
been afflicted, and particularly because to permit that the 
legislature may, with impunity, change the entire form 
and fabric of our local government, and compel our ac- 
ceptance of an entirely new charter, under pretence of 
amending the old, without our application or consent in 
any form to be ascertained, would be to establish any 
alarming and destructive precedent, placing all subordi- 
nate communities at the mercy of political factions; divest- 
ing all local institutions of every degree of permanency 
and security, and subjecting them to fluctuations and in- 
congruous experiments as often as the exigencies of party 
politics may require. 


Inasmuch, however, as the public works and urgent 
affairs of the city peremptorily demand that tke business 
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of the Common Council and ordinary work of legislation 
should be no longer suspended, but that the laborers and 
persons employed in the construction of sewers, grading, 
paving and regulating streets, as petitioned for, should be 
paid, as well the necessity of enacting measures to reform 
the systems for cleaning the public streets, and for other 
public necessities, the undersigned have concluded to pro- 
ceed with the ordinary legislation, under this their most 
solemn protest. 


We, therefore, distinctly protest, that no action of ours, 
as members of this Board, shall be regarded as accepting 
in any degree, the aforesaid amended charter, or any part 
thereof, as a valid enactment, obligatory upon this city, 
or its inhabitants; or as waiving any legal or constitu- 
tional objections to the same; and any act, ordinance, or 
resolution done or passed by this Board, or with our as- 
sent, consistent with the provisions of said amended 
charter, and not compatible with said charter, as hereto- 
fore existing, shall be considered as taking effect condi- 
tionally, and only, in the event that said charter shall be 
ultimately adjudged binding upon us by the tribunals to 
whom the same may be referred; and that any act, ordi- 
nance, or resolution which may be adopted or done by 
this Board, consistently with the provisions both of said 
amended charter and of the charter as previously exist- 
ing, shall not be considered as made or passed under or 
in pursuance of said amendea charter, except in the event 
of its being adjudged binding as aforesaid, but as made 
and passed under said charter, as previously existing, 
until such adjudication shall be made. 


We further and specifically protest against the follow- 
ing named acts: 
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“ An act to reduce the several acts relating to the Dis- 
trict Courts in the city of New York, into one act.” 

“ An act for the regulation and government of the Cen- 
tral Park, in the city of New York.” 

“ An act to suppress Intemperance, and to regulate the 
ale of Intoxicating Liquors.” 

“ An act to establish a Metropolitan Police District, 
and to provide for the government thereof.” 

“ An act to erect a New City Hall, and to appoint Com- 
missioners for that purpose.” 

“An act to regulate the use of the Slips and Wharves 
of the city of New York, between piers number two and 
twelve, East river.” 

“An act relating to the Board of Supervisors of the 
city of New York.” 

“An act to authorize the Second Avenue Railroad Com- 
pary to construct a new track through a portion of the 
city.” 

As being a scries of measures of purely local appli- 
cation, in relation to which the Common Council should 
first have been consulted, the interests affected thereby 
not being represented in any other portion of the state, 
and we being answerable to the people directly for the 
jadicions government of the subjects legislated upon, and 
responsible for all taxes, or other pecuniary assessments 
or expenses involved in their execution, 


Joun Cuancy, President Board of Aldermen. 
Wii1am. Winson, T. W. Apaus, 

Prrer MonecHan, M. L. Harris, 

E. ©. McConnett, Barr. Heay, ‘ 
Tos. McSrepon, Henry Horraire, 
Wirutam Counter, 8. Banra, 

Jas. R. Sreprs, Wx. McConkey. 
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DOCUMENT No. 11. 


‘BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JULY 6, 1857. 





The following Annual Report of the City Inspector, for 
the year 1856, was received, laid on the table, and 
ordered to b¢ printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 








Crry Iyspzcton’s Deranrans 
New York, July 6, 1857. 


To the Honorable the Common Council of the City of New York: 


Gextnewex In conformity with my duty, and the requirements of 
an ordinance entitled “ An Ordinance organizing the Departments of the 
Municipal Government of the City of New York,” I herewith transmit 
the Annual Report of this Department, containing, as arranged in tabu- 
lar form, the whole number of deaths in the city, with the diseases, sex, 
nativity, color and ages, during the preceding year; also the number of 
births and marriages reported to this Department for the same period, 
with such remarks and suggestions as I have deemed necessary, connected 
with the preservation of the public health. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE W. MORTON, 
City Inspector. 











‘The statistics embraced in this report, are arranged as follows, viz: 

A General Summary, showing the total number of deaths reported to 
this department, divided into white and colored persons, males and 
females, adults and children, with the number of Still-borw and Pre- 
mature Births, Malformations, Old Age, Casualties, Suicides, &e., 
during the year. 
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INDEX TO STATISTICAL TABLES. 


First—A table, exhibiting the number of deaths in each month, 
divided into adults and children; also showing the number of 
amen, women, boys and girls, for the year. 

Second—A table of nativity of the deceased, exhibiting the num- 
ber of each sex, in annual and monthly statements......... “1 

Third—A. table showing the mortality in the different Public 
Institutions, with the number of native and foreign Hie 


PAGE. 

















&., in annual and monthly statements . 8 
Fourth—-A. table of mortality of white and colored persons, in 
monthly statements, for the year... .. 9 
Fifth—A table of deaths occurring from external causes, with 
nativity, color, sex and age. 10-11 
Sizth—Tables of mortality for the year, in monthly statements, 
showing’ the various causes of death, with nativity, colored 
persons, sex and age. . 12-83 





Seventh—Reeapitulation of the monthly returns of ‘eats, with 

nativity, color, ages and sex, for the year. . 
Eighth—Recapitulation of the different diseases, with the sex, 

nativity, color and age, for the year 86-101 
Ninth—Monthly recapitulation of diseases, with sex, nativity 

and color, for the year: 
Tenth—A table of diseases, arranged in classes and orders, show- 

ing sex, nativity, colored persons, public institutions, adults 

and children ; with a recapitulation of cach class. 118-137 
Eleventh—A table, showing the number of deaths in cach ward, 

for the year. . 
Twelfth —A table exhibiting the number of deaths in the different 

Public Institutions, with diseases, sex, nativity-and ages, 

uring the year, printed on a large folding sheet. 
Thirteenth—A table of births in the city of New York, (as re- 

ported) showing sex and color, in monthly statements, for the 














138 









139 





Fourteenti—A table of marriages for the year, (as repor ted) with 
color, condition in life and ages, in monthly statements... .140-141 
Meteorological register, and recapitulation of the same, 
ing monthly and yearly readings of five daily observa- 
tions of the temperature and moisture of the atmosphere, for 
1856 --142-170 
Siateenth—Meteorological register, kept at the Marine Hospital, 
Fort Hamilton, during the prevalence of yellow fever...... 171173 
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GENERAL SUMMARY. 
‘The total number of deaths reported in 1856, was 


Divided thus : 
White persons. 
Colored persons . 











Male adults, 
Male children . 










‘Total males 11,467 



















Female adults. 3,341 
Female children . 6,850 
Total females. 10,191 
‘Total nwnber of adults. 
‘Total number of children. 
‘Total number of deceased persons 21,658 
¥rom which deduct -— 
Stil-born... 1,556 
Premature Birth 387 
Malformations, (various) 128 
Old Age ... .. 180 
Casualties, Suicide, (see table of External 
Causes,) .. saint 7680) 
Other sudden causes 50 
2,990 
‘Total number of deaths from Disease.............. 13,668 
—= 


N.B—Age for division of adults and children 20 years. 
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RETURN OF DEATHS IN EACH MONTH, DIVIDED INTO ADULTS AND CHILDREN, ALSO 
SHOWING THE NUMBER OF DECEASED MEN, WOMEN, BOYS AND GIRLS, FOR 1856. 
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A TABLE OF NATIVITY GF THE DECEASED, EXIIBITING THE NUMBER OF EACH SEX, IN ANNUAL AND MONTHLY STATEMENTS, 1856. 


manent, fa ULX. ocr’n. sov'n. | DE 








rEuRu’ 
















counters. 








|M. | F.| M. 





Africa, 
Asia. 


Central America. 


























China . 
Denmari 
East Indie: } 
England. ii 
France | 6 
Germany 1257 | o 
Holland 24 1). 
Treland. 3135 ddl 
Italy 39 | 1 
‘Mexico. 1) 1). 
Norway eel 
Bolan 16 3 
“ortugal- 
Prete 24 i 
Russi 3. . 
Scotland. ist 6 
South America, 4 q|. 
Spain 7 1. 
Sweden. 15 a: 
Switzerland | ot 1 
United States. ..21/16181 633) 
Unknown 19 
Wales. 1 
West indies. 19 1 








Toran. 








RECAFITULATION. 
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A TABLE SHOWING THE MORTALITY IN THE DIFFERENT PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS, WITH THE NUMBER OF NATIVE AND FOREIGN 
BIRTHS, Ge. IN ANNUAL AND MONTHLY STATEMENTS, FOR 1856, 
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Alms-houso, Blackwell's Island. 
Bellevue Hospital 
City Hospital. 
City Prison 
Colored Home Hospital 
Colorod Orphan Asylum. 
Deaf and Dumb Institutio: 
Jews? Hospital 
‘Lunatie Asylum, 
Lunatic Asylum, Bloomingdal 
Lying-in Asylum, 
few York Jw 
Now York Orphan Asylam 
Penitentiary Hospital, Blackwell's Idan 
Randall’s Island Nursory Hospital. 
Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum. 
Saint Vincent's Hospital « 
Small Pox Hospital, Blackwell's ind. 
Ward’s Island, Emigration Hospital. 
Work-house Hospital, Blackwell's Island 
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RETURN OF MORTALITY, OF WHITE AND COLORED PERSONS, IN MONTILY 
STATEMENTS, FOR 1856, 
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A TABLE OF DEATHS OCCURRING FROM EXTERNAL CAUSES, — 
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N.B.—From the number 2,990 deduct 49, (the number of colored persons) the remainder 2941, shows tho 


number of deaths of white persons, from external causes. 
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MT NATIVITY, COLOR, SEX AND AGE, IN 1856, 
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Report or DEATHS DURING 
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«© Pemphigus. 
Exysipelas. 
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Fracture « 
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Report or DEATHS DURING 
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* Maria Roberts, 112 years old, born in New York, and died at No. 11 Catharine Slip, in the 
7th Ward. 
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Enlargement of the Heart. 6 . 





“ofthe Liver. 
“of the Spleen « 
Epilepsy 
Eraption. 
Erysipelas. 
+ of tho Head and Face 
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Intermittent, 
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“” Remittent 
“Scarlet 
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Fracturo of the Nook, .. 
“of the Skull, 
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Hip, Disease of. 
Howie: Cough 
Hydrophobi 
‘Hysteria. 
{nflammation. 
“of the Bladder. 
«of the Bowels. 
“© of the Brain. 
“of the Chest. 
«of tho Byes 
“* of the Heart . 
“of tho Kidne, 
«of the Liver. 
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“ of the Womb 
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fortification of the Foot. 
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by Godfrey's Cordial « 
“© hy Morphine 
Promature Birth, 
Quifsy.. 
Rheumatism : 
Rupture of the Aorta. 
Serofula . 
Smali Pox - 
Softening of the Brain 
Spinal Disease, from Injury. 
Sprue.. 
Suill-born 
Suffocation, Aci 
Suicide, by’ Areenie. 
“by Hanging. 
“by Londaues 
“by Shooting. 
‘Suppression of Mei 
© of Urine 








«of the Buwels . 
“of the Stomach 
“of the Tonsils. 

Unknown to the Jury. 
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Worms 
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+ Helena Hanna, 112 years old. born in Ireland, 50 years a resident of New York City, and diet 
at No, 69 Orchard street, in the Teuth Ward. 
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on the 19th of April, aged 103 year 





nd was buried at Astoria, Long Island. 


* Pegey Van Orden, (a single woman) born in New Jersey, died at the Alms-house, Blackwell’s Island, 


Maria Roberts, (@ widow) born in New York, died at No. 11 Catharine slip, in the Seventh Ward, on 
the 24th of April, at the advanced age of 112 years, and was buried in Evergreens Cemetery, Long Island. 






+ Helena Hanna, (a widow) born in Ireland, 50 years a resident of New York, died at No. 69 Orchard 
lstreet, in the Tenth Ward, on the 17th of December, aged also 112 years, and was buried in Calvary 
emotery, Long Island. 
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Abscess. seessseeesess 1 
“© of the Abdomen. 
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of the Arm. 





«of the Bowels. 


“ofthe Brain. 





“of the Kidneys. 


“of the Liver. 


«of the Nec! 
“< of the Ovaries. 
© ofthe Parotid 
« Scrofulous 
«of the Spine 
«of the Stomadl 
“ of the Thigh. 
“of the Throat 
Albuminarias Bright 
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Amputation 3 
Anemia. 1 
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10 
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Apopl 2) 
joplexy « 2 
TP Nerv | 2 
pen ‘Serous. 3 
xin. 3 
Asbina 19) 
Bleeding 8) 
«from Bowels 10 


* from Brain. 
«from Head, f'm bi 
«from Lungs. 
«from Navel 
“€ from Nose, 
“from Penis. 
“© from Spine « 
«from Spleen. 
** from Stomach. 
“ from Womb. 
Bowels, Disease of 
Brat 0 1 
Broneh 
S‘* from Inbaling steam. 
Burned or Sealded . 
Cancer... 
“© of the Brain. 
‘of the Breast 
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RecapirvLation or DIsEases, Sexes, 
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Cancer of the Head‘and Face. 
of the Intestines. 
“© of the Leg. 
“ofthe Liver. 
«of the Lungs. 
«of the Esophagus 
«of the Parotid Gland. 
“of the Pylorus. 
“of the Rectum. 
«of the Scrotum 
“of the Stomach: 
“of the Thigh. 
% of the Thyroid Gland 
«of tho Womb veesee 
Carbuncles.. 
«on the Neck 
Casualties. 
by Biasting rocks 
“by being Choked 
‘ey being Crushed 
by Falling of a bane. 
by Falls 
«by Injury to the head’ 
“by Injury to the liver. 
“ by Injury to the spine. 
“« by Kick of a horse. 
“by Machinery. 
“by Railroad 


















& by Shooting « 
by beg Trod on by a horse 
a Patg Strusk by an engine, 

Mpby be'g Struck on the ead 





Gatalspoy 
Catarrh, 
Chicken 
Ohlorosis . 
Cholera. 

“© Tofania 

** Morbus 
Cirrhosis of 



















Colic 
1° Bi 
Compression of 





© feo! 
Goncussion ofthe Brain 
Congestion « 
eet the Bo 
“of the Brain 
“of the Brain, from Fall 
“ ofthe Heart..... 
“« of the Heart, from a Fall 
“of the Kidneys . 
«ofthe Liver... 
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Congestion of the Liver Bowsls 
+ of the Liver and Stomach. 
“ ofthe Lungs... 

“of the Stomach i 
“ of the Stomach and Brain. 

Constipation of tho Bosvels 

Consumption 

Coeralaone . 

2 lerperal. 

Corpulene; 

Gow Pox. 

Croup. 

yanosis 

Debility.. 
elirinm ‘Trermens « 








“in the Heed from Injury... 


“ in the Heart 
“in the Ovaries. 


é , Shingles 
sipelu ; 
eee the Face and Lead: 





a : 
Extrayasation of Blood on Brain 
“of Urine, A 
Ealing of the Rectum 
Fatty Heart 
“Liver. 
Feve 














Bilioug « 
Chagres and Panama. 
« Congestive... 
“ Gastric. 
‘* Hectic. 
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Fever, Intermittent 
‘Miliary. 

« Nervous... 
«Puerperal. 
“ Remittent . 

« Scarlet 

& Typhoid. 

“ Typhol 

« ‘Typhus « 

« Yellow 

Fistula in Ano. 
Fracture of the Arm. 
of the Leg... 

« of the Neck 

«© of the Pelvis - 

«of the Ribs. 

«Shoulder &C 

«of the Skull 

+« of the Spine 

“of the Thigh. 

of the Thigh 





























‘of the Thyroid Gland. 
« of the Eyo. 










Gravel 

Hardening of the Stomach. 
Heart, Disease of. 

“© Nervou 

4 « Rheumatic. 

Valvular 





« and Liver, Disease of. 
Heat, Esfects of . 
‘ip, Disease of. 
Hooping Cough 
Hydutids of the Brain 
Hydrophobia. 
‘Hyster 
Toanitio 
Induration of Cellular Tissue. 
{nflammation.. 

of the Bladder... 

“ of the Bowels. 

“of the Bowels from Injury. 

“© of the Brain... 

“of the Brain from Injury. 

“ofthe Chest..... 

M ofite 

“ of the 

© Ot the He 
|_& ofthe Kidneys 
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Male: |Poreion 
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| Fem. 
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CoLor AND Acus, For 1866. 
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Toflammation of the Liver... i 
g ‘© with Dropsy . 









«of the Liv. Stom. « Heart 
«of the Lungs 

“of the Ovaries 
of the Spine. 
& ofthe Stomach 
© of the Stomach and Bowels 
* of the Throat 
“ of the Tonsil: 
«ofthe Vein: 
© of the Womb. 

Influenza... 



























Tntomperance . 
Intussusception of Intestines 
Jaundice. ss 
Kidneys, Disease of 
Killod o Murdered. 
«by Abortion 
by Blows with acart rang. 
«by Blows on the Head... 
«by boing Kicked in Stom: 
“by Shooting 
“© by Stabbing. 
by Stab’g in the 
«by Strangulation 
Knee joint, Disease o| 
Liver, Disease of, 








worn Bioe! 

































Lues Venerea 
Lungs, Diseas 
Malaria «. 
Malformati 


“of the Hew 
«of the Hea‘ 
“« of the Heart. 
“ of the Lungs. 
«of the Palate. 
«of tho Spin 
Marasmus 
‘Measles 
Mortification. 
of the Bones of the Head 
«ofthe Bowels. 
«« of the Foot 
“of the Jaw 
“of the Leg 
+ of the Lungs 
« Old Age 
« of tho Rectum 
+ of the Skull. 
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from Inju 
Parturition, Difficult. 
Pleurisy 
Poison 
by Aleohol. 
«by Arsoni 
“by Godfroy’s Cordial « 
by Laudanum ..... 
“© by Morphino. 
“by Narcotics. ... 
“by Oil of Tansy. 
by Sausage 
“ by Strychnine « 
Polypus of the Ear. 
«of the Heart. | 
ft ofthe Throat. | 
“© of the Womb. i} 
Premature Birth | 
Prostate Gland Bindder, Dis. of 
| 
| 





























Remi nk Weeretsecseior 





Parulent Absorption. 

“« Tnjection, 
Quin: 
Retention of Urine. 
Rheumatism ... 
Rupture. 

+ of the Aorta.. 
































“© of the Intestine: 
«© of the Liver. 
«of the Liver, 
“of the Lungs 
« of the Naval 
“ of the Womb. 
Scirrhus, enlarg, of 
St. Vitus? Danco 
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Softening of 
“of the Brain 
«© of the Spin 
«of the Stomach 

Sore Throat. 
‘© Malignant 

Spinal Disease. 
«from injury’ 
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Strangulation ... 
Stricture of the Bowels, 
‘of the Urethra 
Suffocation, Accidental. 
Suicide... 
by Arsenio. 
«© by Corrosive Sublimate. 
« by Cyanuret Potasse. 
“by Cutting the Throat. 
<< by Drowning. 
by Hanging. 
«by Jum "g froma Window 
“© by Laudanum. . 
“by Oil of Almonds. 
“by Poison 
“by Shooting 
wi by Stab’g in 
«by Stranj 
by Stryel 
Sun Stroke 
Suppression of 
©" of Urino « 
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“of the Stomach. 
of the Thigh. 
“ oftho Throat 
‘of tho Tonsils.. 
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© Of whom 8 malo and 4 females wore born at sea. 
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MONTHLY RECAPITULATION OF DISEASES, 
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“ ofthe Ankle. 
«of the Arm. 


«of the Lungs. 
“ ofthe Nock. 
“© of the Ovarie 
* ofthe Parotid Gland. 
« Sorofulous. 
«of the Spin 
“ of the Stomach. 
« of the Thigh. 
“of the Throat 





«of the Aorta. 
“ of the Aorta, from Injury. 
“« of the Heart’. 

Angina .. 
“© Peatoris. 


eding. 
from Bowels 

“ from Brain 
“from Head, 
from Lungs. 

“ from Navel. 
«from Nose. 
from Ponis, 
from Spine 
from Spleen. 
from Stomacl 
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“© of the Brain. 
‘of the Breast, 






































tomtom tomes 


a 


Roc A colton Sei umennen! 


Reet RS 


OSs 























ro Bs nari ns S css 9g Bern ests: 





Sw Beoee 


Baws, 


1 




















oie: 


















Be Nisetivin Bui nween peewee 


































































(Doe. No. 11. 


108 


NATIVITY AND COLOR, FOR 1856, 
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IEXES, 


'Y, | MARCH, | APRIL. 


‘FEB’ 










































































Doc. No. 11.) 404 
s Montuty REcAPITULATION oF DisEAsss, 

TOTAL NATIVITY eg 
| aut cuassis, |] siren | 25 |) nua, 

‘asses, |] Us 12 

DISEASES. Wee States, |Ponsian.|Usanownl] 8 8 
ai] 2] aldlalele| lala] ala 
23] 2] 2leléisl2) slelslz| eis 





Casui 











Cancer of the Head and Face. 


Carbuneles. 


alties 


Catalepsy. 
Catarrh. 





of the Intestines. 


























of the Lungs. 
of the Csophagus-. 
of the Parotid Glan 
of the Pylorus 
of the Rectum 
of the Scrotur 
of the Stomac 
of the Thigh. 
of the Thyroid 
of tho Womb ... 


on thi 


by Blasting rocks. 
by being Choked . 
by being Crushed. 
by Falling of a bank. 
by Falla....... 

by Injury to the heat 
by Injury to the live 
by iinjaty to the spino. 
by Kick of a horse. 

by Machinery 

by Railroad . 
by being Run over 
by Shooting .. 

by being Trod on by a horse. 
being Struck by an engine... 
by being Struck on the head. 














ofthe Brain 
of the Brain, 
ofthe Heurt 
of tho Heart, 
of the Kidneys 
of tho Liver. 














Seeseubicit | 


Bur 





@ 


g 


Beso wn Be 





BB on wounnnsetiecm nmin 


$2 Nowe a8. 


Beier 





woe Baw! t 





ftv! eget 














Be roc enw: 
mBorrocsne? 

















Ph eBet wanes! BSc) ae 
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‘Sexes, Nativity anp Cotor, ror 1856. 








FEB'Y, | MARCH.) APRIL. | MAY, | JUNE, | JULY. |xveusr, SEPT'R.| OCT'R. | NOV'R. | DECR, 











Fem. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fer 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Malo. 








Male, 
Slee 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fom. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fem, 
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Montuty Reoarrvunation or Diseases, 














onan || Wiaaseenrytee aoe 
ota Usiren | | |) 2§ || saxoant, 
sax ceaens, | Ui —| 
DISEASES. | Snares, |Forstan. Usxwows.) 3 5 
FA iélals 3 Aral = 
35) 2| g/2)8/2/2| 2)8/4/ 8] 2| é 
Bal s(elslel(sle| Sle lsell Sl a 





Congestion of the Liver & Bowels- + 
«<° of tho Liver and Stomach 
« of tho Lungs... 
© of the Stomach . cI 
* ofthe Stomach and Brain.- | 
Constipation of the Bowels 4 
Consumption, 
Convulsions... 















Debility 
Delirium ‘Tremens 
Diabetes . 
+ Mellitus 
Diarrhea 


Rua S! veo 


«in tho Head from Injury. 
« in the Heat 
“in the Ovaries. 

Drowned. 














rors 





spepsia. 
Enlargement of the 
«of the Live 
(Copa otra 


8 


Herern Socom ofte, 















ecg inst 
irysipelas. 
of the Face and Hea: 
EExpontro ssesee oes 
Hxtravasation of Blood on Brai 
© of Urin 
Falling of the Rectum 
Fatty Hear 
<< Liver 
Fever. 
Bis 
© Chagres 
© Congestiv 
« Gastri 
& Heotio « 













Bake 

















BS) sone 






nd Panam: 
























































waa SS 
on ee 
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‘anrviry, CoLOR AND AGEs, For 1856. 








FEB'Y, | MARCH.| APRIL. | MAY. | JUNE. | JULY. |AUGUST.|SEPT'R. | OCT’R. | NOV'R. | DECR, 











gielalepalalajelaialaieidiglalgial] gale 
ElslelslelslelslelslelSleis lasses lars le 











Swen! real? 
Hmcommes? Rok S 
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Montuty Recapirunarion or Diszasxs 
moran | NATIVITY. 2 
oF 3 @ || JANUARY, 
DISEASES. peeease 3 












Male. 









Gout 
Grav 


‘eat 


‘ip, 
Hoa 


Hye 


Taduration of aliadar Tiesus 








Fever, Intermittent . 


Fistula in Ano. 
Fracture of the Arm 


Frozen. 


Bea 


Hardening of the Stomacl 
Heart, Diseasg of. « 





Hydati ofthe Brains 
Hydrophobia. 


Inflammation, 


Miliary. 
Norvous. 
Paorporal. 
Remittent 
Scarlet . 
Ship . 
‘Typhoid 
‘yphus .. 
Yellow « 


of the Leg 
of tho Nec! 
of the Pelvis, 
of the Ribs. 
Shoulder 
of the Skull. 
of the Spine. 
of the Thigh 
of the Thigh 





of the Hea 
«of Thyroid Giand 
of tho Bye. 








“© Nervous 

« Rheumatic. 

« Valvular 
Ossification of. 
and Liver, Disease of. 
Effects of, 
ase of. 
Cons 





a 





of the Bladder. 
of the Bowels... 
of the Bowels from Injury. 
of the Brai 
of the Brain from 
of the Chest. 
of the Kar. 
of the Eyes. 
of the Heart 



















































icra Wri 


pone. 
Be Ber. 


So pueceubianal! 


Eels 


Bere 








5 
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mrvity, CoLoR AND AGzs, For 1856. 








MARCH, | APRIL. JUNE, | JULY, |AUGUST,| SEPT'R.| OCT'R. | NOV'R.| DECR, 








Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fom. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fem 
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Montuiy Recapironation oF Disbasgs, 














: 











Kill 


Kneo 


Liues 
Lung: 
Matar 


ria 


Measles 








Intemperance 
Intussusceptic 
Jaundice. 
Kidneys, Disease 


Liver, Disease of; . 


Malformation 


‘Marasmus 


Mortification. 





«with Dro 
of tho Liv. Stom, « Heart... 
of the Lungs. 
of the Ovaries. 
of the Spine 
of the Stomacl 
ofthe Stomach an 

















or Murdered. 
by Abortion. -.--»-» 
by Blows with a cart run 
by Blows on the Head 
by being Kicked in Stomach 
by Shooting . 
by Stabbing 
by Stab’g in the Abdomen. 
by Strangulation.. 
joint, Disease of. 











«with Deopsy- 
and Womb, Disease of. 
Veneren . 

8, Diseaso of 
















of the Hend'and Spine 
of the Heart. 
of the Lung: 
of the Palate. 
of the Spine, 


of the Bones of the He: 
ofthe Bowels. 
of the Foot 
of the Jaw 
of the Leg. 
of the Lun 
Old Ay 
of the 
of the Skull 











Sead 


& 


wenes Bes Bierce ee Saw 














28! 




















1 
i 
al 4 
1 1). 
1 3h 
3 3| 
1 1. 
2 2. 
se | Bene Bie 
61| "al 18) 
7 3] 4 
1 1). 
49°34) 25 
9 5 4 
3) 2 1 
20] 13) gi 
32} 30) 2 
4 a] 
1 1)... 
ai] 13| 8) 
8] 2! 6 
1 Tenens 
9 1 § 
1447) 770) 677 
330} 170) 1 
10 7 
21 
I. 
y 1. 
1 1. 
3 2) 
1) 1. 
4 2 
a1 
il 





eee 





foaled pea 








TOTAL NATIVITY. ag || 
Sir 2 || JANUARY, 

ALL CLASSES, 2 || 

DISHASES, 2 88 || 
25/4) 3 lel el 4 
2 ee Sle|| S| & 
‘Inflammation of the Liver. 46| "a 
“Ss 
















momo Hr. 
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8, Nativity AND Conor, ror 1856. 








MARCH.| APRIL, | MAY. JULY. |AUGUST.|.SEPT'R.| OCT'R. |NOV'R, | DECR. 
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Monruny Recaprrunation or Dispasss, 











DISHASES, 







moran || NATIVITY, ag 
oF lame |g | ana 
fun cxasses. || Usitep [Ronsiow,|Usnxown, | 8 














Fem. 








Quin: 


Spinal 








by Godfrey’ 
«by Daudasam 
«py Morphine 
«by Narcotics 
s© by Oil of Tansy 
“by Sausages 
by Strychnine 
Polypuy of the 
«of the Heart. 
“ of the Throat 


Rheumatism . 
Rupture. 
sf of tho Aorta. 
“of the Bladder.. 
“ of the Heart 
*« of the Inte 
of the Liver. 
«ofthe Liver, 
“of tho Lungs 
of the Navel 


Softening of the Bones 
“© of the Brain 
« of tho Spino, 
“ of the Stomach . 

Sore Throst.. 
«Mali, 


“Mortification, of the Veins 
«of the 


Womb 


e Ear... 


Prostate Glands Bladder, Dis. o 
Purulent Absorption 
«Injection. 


Disgaee.. 


«from injury. 


5 Gordial 







































Bom oo com coin Magnes Riess ite sis 


2 St 
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EXES, Namiviny anp Coror, ror 1856. 








MARCH. | APRIL. | MAY. | JUNE, | JULY. jAUGUST.| SEPT'R.| OCT'R. | NOV'R. | DECR. 





Male. 
Fem 
Male. 
Fom. 
Male. 
Fem. 
‘Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fom. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male 
Fem. 
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Montaty REcAPITULATION or Dis#asEs 











































of the Liver.. 

ss Malignant. 
s, 3 of the Bones. 
“© of the Neck. 
of the Ovari 
© Sorofulous. 
7, “* ofthe Throat. 

ypanites. 

Rea 


* of the Bowels 
«© of the Leg. 
“ of the Liver 


«© of the Spine. 
“© of the Stomacl 
“of the Thigh 
& of tho Throat 
‘*" of the Tonsils 







































Phat a at BB kt et 















































ont NATIVITY. Bg 
or a 29 || JANUARE 
NITED BE 
DISEASES. AEE SEASTS || Sratas, [OREION-|UsENown|| BH 
sea] aieisleia}2ieialgl si 3 
ad) 8) eisl/elale| sa a) Sah 
Spinal Disoase, (Potts) 1 
Spinal Cord, Disease of. 1 
4s} 
1556 
Stomach, Disease of. 8 
Stono, 1 
<n the Gall Bladder. 1 
Strangulation ... 2| 
Stricture of the Bowels, 1 
te of the Urethra. 2| 
Suffocation, Accidental, 5 
Suicide. 3 
by Arsen 7 
“© by Corrosive Sublimate. 1 
& by Cutting the Throat. 4 
& by Cyanuret Potassa. 1 
«© by Drownin 3 
“© by Hangin, 22 
“ a 
“ 10 
ei g 
‘s " 
“ H 
“by Stab’g in 1 
«hy Strangulation. il 
by Stryehinin 1 
Sun Stroke « 2” f) 
Suppression of Mansa 3. al. 
oof Urino 4 1 
Teething..... 360| 194} 106 
Tetanus... 35] 9 
Tumor. 1 
« ni 
al. 
ni 
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faTIvITY, COLOR AND Aus, For 1856. 








Y. | MARCH.) APRIL. | MAY. | JUNE. | JULY. |AUGUST.) SEPT’R,| OCT’R. | NOV'R.| DECR. 





om 
Mate. 
Fea 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male 
Fem 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male 
Fem 
Male. 
Fem 
Male. 
Fem. 
Male. 
| Fem. 
Male. 
Fem. 
| stat. 
i Fem. 
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Montuty REcAPITULATION oF D1sEAszs, 











TOTAL NATIVITY, 
‘OF JANUARY, 





x cuasses. || Unrren 
DISEASES. = Shares, [Foreran.| Unxxows | 








Uleeration of the Womb. 





3 sl Bad 
net P6553 467) 10181 8680/7642 7202621 























* Of whom 8 male and 4 females were born at sea. 
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amivity, CoLor AND AGEs, For 1856. 















MEB'Y, | MARCH. | APRIL, | MAY. | JUNE. | JULY, |AUGUST.|SEPT'R.| OCT'R. | NOV'R. | DEC'R, 














if 
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DISEASES ARRANGED IN CLASSES AND ORDERS, SHOWING SEX, NATIVITY, 








OLASS FIRST. 


ZXMOTIC, ( fermenting), CONTAGIOUS, ENDEMIC, 
AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES. 


‘TOTALS 





[Both Sexen.| Male. 


OF ALL CLASSES. 


Female, 





DRAIN, 0. (Wervous System?) 


Fever, Intermittent. 
«Nervous, 
Hydrophobie . 


Fever, Puorporal.. 


HEART AND BrLooD VESSELS, (Circulatory System: 


Inflammation of the Vein 
Paralent Absorption. 
*€ “Injeotion .. 















LUNGS, THROAT, ke., (Respiratory System: 





Catarrh. 
Grom 
Hooping Cough. 
Influenza... 
Sore throat, Malignant. 


Chicken Pox. 
Cow Pox 
Exysipelas. 
ofthe Faco and Head. 
Fever, Miliary 
«Scarlet 





Varioloid . 





Torar... 


STOMACH, HOWELS, &0., (Digestive System:) 


Cholera. 
“© Tnfanium, 
“ Morbus 

Diarrhea. 

Dysentery 

Niumps. 

Spruo 





Toran. 























33 4 
25 3B 








9 5 
550 | 285 
238 | 101 

8 5 

4 a 





























6 5 1 

1 1 
1288 | 653 | 630 
330 | 170 | 160 
388 | 207 | ISL 
8 5 3 
2128 | 1100 | 1028 








8 8 5 
asi | 707 | 674 
50 27 23 
494 | 251 | 243 
427 | 202 | 225 
3 1 2 

48 25 23 
211 | 1216 | 1195 


19 
2 


om 
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COLORED PERSONS, PUBEIO INSTITUTIONS, ADULTS AND. CHILDREN, FOR 1856, 








= j 

ad 

|| #2 rumsc || apvers. | __ cumpaen. 
asstirumions, |} (Over 20 Years.) |(Under 20 Years.) 


NATIVITY. 





‘UNITED i 
ORthe, [FOREIGN. [UNKNoWs] 








ate| rem.|Atto| vem|atte| em|fafate| Fem.|] Mate. | Femae. ||" atte. | Female. | ate. | Ferme, 





















































13 | 185 
5 2 
25 23 














I 
1 
1 
9) 


1095/1050] 118| 144, 3) 1)) 8) 7 69 124 | 160 | 1092 | 1035 
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DISEASES ARRANGED IN CLASSES AND ORDERS, SHOWING SEX, Nativity 
, 








TOTALS 


OY ALL CLASSES. 


OLASS FIRST. 


ZXMOTIC, (fermenting), CONTAGIOUS, ENDEMIC, 


AND EPIDEMIC DISEASES—continued. i eed ase pean 





UNCERTAIN SEAT, (Indefinite.) | 











ss | 33 | 93 
37 26 iL 
4 4 ee eeee 
Congestive . Boe 9 
Gastric. 5 iw 2 
102 46 56 
4 3 1 
133 1 58 
a7 | 7 | no 
13 9 4 
4 | | 25 
Malaria, (Jmpure Atmosphere) : it 
Tumor en ub 





‘Toran. 


Toran or Crass Fmsr.. 


OLASS SECOND. 
SPORADIC DISEASES, (Not Infectious, 6c.) | 
BONES AND JonvTs, (Locomotive System:) 


Absooss of the Anlkl 
‘© of the Foot 
«of tho Hip 
«Lumbar. 
& of tho Spine, 
“ of the Thigh. 

Amputation: 

Bleeding from the Spine. 

Cancer of the Le; 
“© of the Thigi 

Fracture of the Arm, 

of the Leg « 
«of tho Pelvis 
‘of the Ribs. 
‘of the Shoulder, Collar and Breast Bones. 
© of the Thigh... 
“of the Thigh and Pelvis 

Frozen Feo 

Gout.. 

Hip, Disease 

Knee joint, Disease of. 

‘Malformation of the Paiate. 
“of tho Spine. 

Mortification of the Bones of the iiead (Zemporal) 
“of the Foot. 
“of the Jaw. 
« ofthe Leg... 
“ ofthe Skull... 

‘Rhoumatism, 




































eter 


4 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
B 
9 
2 
au 
1 
2 





Mes mio mt Som MIO SHR OAT 





. 
& 
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‘OLORED Persons, Pusiic Insrirutions, &¢., FOR 1856—continued. 











NATIVITY. 


UNITED 
STATES. | 












PUBLIC ApunTs. CHILDREN. 
aystrrutions. || (Over 20 Years.) |(Under 20 Years.) 





| 
FOREIGN. |UN 





Male| em. Mate. 





jl y 
Male, | Female, || ante, | Female, | Male, | Female, 


9) 37 


















5) 9) | |} 39 2 nu 
9) 4| 17] 2 | 10 1 
ar..| 2 3 a ealta lectins z 
8 9 5 i) 
i} Ht 3 gt 

BE) } 22 9 
1 3 1 
88) ‘54 Wz 
35) 80 33 
3). 8 1 
2) 5 | 19 
fe 2 1 
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DIsBASES ARRANGED IN CLASSES AND OrpsErs, sHowING Sex, Naviviry, 











OLASS SHOOND. 
SPORADIC DISEASES, (Not Infectious, §:c.)—continued. 


Both Soren| Male. 


TOTALS 
OF ALL CLASSES. 





BONES AND soINTS—continued. 

‘ing of the Bones 
sense, (Polt’s). 
«* Vertebr 
‘Tumor of the Bones 
Uloeration of the Boi 
“of the Leg. 
«of the Spine, 
“ of the Thigh 















Toran 


aRatn, &e., (Nervous System:) 


Abscess of the Brain 
Apoplexy.. 
“*” Nervous 
“ Seron: 
Bleeding from the Brain 
Brain, Disease of . 
Cuncer of the Brain: 
Casualties, by Injury to the head’ 
“by Injury to the spine... 
“ ‘by being Struck on the head. 
Catalepsy.. 
Compression of the Brain 
“* of the Brain from Falls 
Coneussion of the Brain. 
Congestion of the Brain. -. 
© of the Brain, from Fails 
Convalsions 
“Pun 
Delirium 




























lood on 
Fracture of the Neck, 
“of the Skull. 
“* of the Spi 











Heat, Effects of. 
Hydatids of the 
Hysteria. a 
{nflammation, of the B 
“of the Brain from Inj 
“ of the Ear. 
“of the Spine. 
Insanity. . 
“Puerperal. 
Killed or Murdered by Blows on 1 
Malformation of the Hea 
of the Head and Spin: 
Nouralgia .........0006 & 























Gq 


BR rom em ens oe ort She, 











| 
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PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS. 


ADULTS. CHILDREN. 
(Over20 Years.) |(Under 20 





‘UNITED “res 
EIGN. |UNKNOWN 
sang, |FOREIGN. | UNKNOWN 


coLonED 
PERSONS, 











a 
Ea 


Mate, | Female, || Male, | Female, | Male. | Female, 





Bee clan = 
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DIsBASES ARRANGED IN CLASSES AND ORDERS, SHOWING Spx, Nativity, 















OLASS SECOND. 
SPORADIC DISEASES, (Not Infectious, §c.)—continued. 


OF ALL CLASSES. 








main, ke., (Nervous System)—continued. 


Palsy... 
‘© from Injury. 

Poison by Alcohol 
“by Godfrey's Cordial 
« by Landanum. 
“© by Morphine 
«by Narcoties 
«by Oil of Tansy. 
« by Strychnine 

Polypus of the Ei 





| Spinal Cord, Disease o 
| Suicide by Cyanuret Potassac . 
“by Laudanum... 
& by Oil of Almonds 
“by Strychnine. 
angie 
Tetanus, (Lock Jaw). 


‘Toran, 


GENERATIVE SYSTEM. 


Abscess of the Ovaries, 
Bleeding from Penis 
“from Womb.. 
Cancer of the Breast 
“© of the Scrotum 
«of tho Wemb 
Chiorosis 
Dropsy in : 
Enlargement of the Pri 
Inflammation of the Ovaries. 
of the Womb. 
Killed or Murdered by Al 
Mortification of the Womb 
Ovaries, Disease of 
Parturition, Difioult . 
Polypus of the Womb 
Prostate Gland and Bladder, Disease of . 
Rupture of tho Womb.. 
Scirrhus, Enlargement of the Prostate Glan 
Suppression of Menses. 
‘Tamor of the Ovaries. 
Ulceration of the Womb. 
Womb, Disease of...... 





HEART AND BLOOD VESSELS (Circulatory System:) 


Aneurism... 
‘of the Aorta. 

































me 


2 


Serene Seon See 





S| caren 
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(OLORED PERSONS, Pusiic Instrrutions, &e., FoR 1856—continued. 

















NATIVITY. 
| (Over20 Years.) (Under 20 Yeu 
UNITED Wer 20 Years.) |(Under 20 Years.) 
GATES. | FOREIGN. 
Mate, | Female, 





Male.) Fem. ata. 











20] 40) 30] 
aI. 
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DiszAses ARRANGED IN CLASSES AND ORDERS, SHOWING Sex, Nativity 








GLASS SECOND. 


SPORADIC DISEASES, (Not Infectious, §:c.)—continued. 


TOTALS 


OF ALT CLASSES. 


Both Sexen.| Male. | Feral 

















HEART AND BLOOD VESSELS, (Circulatory System) —continued. 
Aneurism of the Aorta, from Injury. 

«« of the Hart 
Angina, Pestoris. 
Congestion of the Hom 

«of the Heart, from a Fall. 
Gyanosis 
Dropsy in the Heart. 
Enlargement of the Heart 


Fatty Heart. 
Heart, Disease of. 

«7 Rheumatio 
Lia “© Valvular 


* Ossification of. 

** and Liver, Disease of 
Inflammation of the Heart 
‘Malformation of tho Heart 
Mortification of the Vei 
Ossification of the Art 
Polypus of the Heart. 
Rupture of the Aor! 

“ of the Heart. 


Toran. 


LUNGS, THROAT, &e., (Respiratory System?) 


Abscess of the Lungs . 
«of tho Throat. 
Angina, 
Asphyxi 
‘Asthma - 
Bleeding from the Lungs. 

*< from the Nose. 
Bronchitis... 

“© from Tabaling Steam. 
Caneor of tho Lungs 
Casualty by boing Choke 
Congestion of the Lungs 
Consumption... 

Dropay in the Chest 


«© of the Lungs... 
« of the Throat. 
Killed or Murdered by Strangulation 
Lungs, Disease of. 

Malformation of the Lungs. 
Mortification of tho Lungs. 
Plourisy. = 
Polypus of the Throat. 
Rupture of the Lungs - 
Sore Throat, 
Strangulation. 





































































































2 1 

2 1 

12 7 

a) 3 

85 19 

50 35 

1 1 

292 | 158 

zh 1 
Kee al 
1 
241 
2478 
5L 
Mi 
13 
856 

50 26 

2 2 

9 5 

8 2 

1 1 

aT Bt 

i 1 

1 1 

Wiis 
2 2 
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Cotorep Persons, Pusiio Instrrutions, &c., FOR 1856—continued. 








NATIVITY. | 


| __ Puntic Apuuts. CHILDREN. 
institutions. || (Over 20 Years.) | (Under 20 Years.) 





UNITED 


eines, [FOREIGN |UNKNOWN 


lcononep 
PERSONS. 





Inst.) Fem.|2falo. Fem.[Mate.| Fem: ||Mote.| Fem.|| Mate. | Fenagle. || ale, | Female, | atate. | Female, 

















1 3 
iv 2 5 
1 1 . 
1 y 
i fp 34 
) 2 2 6 8 
10}. z 7 3B 
lj. 1 1 . se 
62) 6 90 31 23 
1. 2 3 3 
a}. 18 2 1 
2). ! 
1 
20 
a: 





Bre! nE Bee! 








a 


%55| 138) 111) 115] 1] 1\| 10] 10/| 30, 19 i 99 
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Dispases ARRANGED IN CLAssEs AND ORDERS, sHoWING SEX, Nativity, 














OLASS SECOND. 
SPORADIC DISEASES (Not Infectious, §:c.)—continued. 
2 


TOTALS 


OP ALL CLASSES. 





eee a 


Female. 







|| 





LUNGS, THROAT, &e., (Respiratory System)—continued. 
Suffocation.....+.-.++ 

Suieide by Cuiting the Throat. 
<<” by Drowning. 

« by Hang 
“© by Strany 
‘Pamor of the Thr 
‘Dioeration of the Throat 


On AcE 


Premature Brers.. 


SKIN, &e., (Integumentary System: 





Carbunoles... 
«on tho Neck 
Eruption. 

“© Heroma, (sinail vesicles). 
« Eeyiions, (Rose Rash) . 
cote 

« Pemphigus, (large vesicles) 
« Roseola. 
“© Shingles. 
Induration of Coliuiar Tissu: 


Toran... 


Srumz Bons. 


STOMACH, BOWELS, uc., (Digestive System:) 


Abseoss of the Abdomen 
‘of the Bowels. 
« of the Liver. 
“ of the Paroti 


Bleeding 
“«" from the Navel 
«from tho Spleen. 
“< from the Stoma 

Bowels, Disease of. 

Cancer of the Inte: 
“of the Liver.. 
“of the CEsophag 
«of the Parotid Glan: 
“of the Pylorus, 



















































| 


5! See eRe 





weormanwee 


Hee 





enw habe 








BankSeeee 
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Cotorep Persons, Pusiic Instrvurions, &c., FoR 1856—continued. 








NATIVITY. 


UNITED 
STATES. 


PUBLIC ApuLts, CHILDREN. 


oeeiee (tkancws! ristiturions. || (Over 20 Years.) |(Under 20 Years.) 


iconoreD 
PERSONS. 





Male, | Female, | nate. | Female, 


Fem.|| stale, | Fem 





sists yem|aate| Fem [nt | rem || att 











1u4g | 1319 | 832 | 744 


























































































eer 
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Diseases ARRANGED IN CLASSES AND ORDERS, SHOWING Sex, NaTIviry, 








CLASS SECOND. 
SPORADIC DISEASES (Not Infectious, §:c.)—continued. 


op 





TOTALS 
ALL CLASSES. 


Mate, | Female, 





STOMACH, NOWELS, ko., (Digestive System)—continued. 


Cancer of the Rectum. 
@ i Ga OU 

asualties by {njury 
of ‘the Liver. 




























































Colic: 
Pictonum, (Lead, or Painte 
Congestion of the Bowels: 
"of the Liver... 
& of the Liver and Bowels... 
& of the Liver and Stomach 
“ of the Stomach .... 
& of the Stomach and Brain 
Constipation of the Bowels 
Gorpaleney. 
ropey 
Daenepa 
Tilnrressabiol theil vor: 
Sof tho Liver with Dropsy 
* of the Pancreas . 
** of the Spleen . 
ing of the Rectum 
Batty Liver. 
Fistula in An 
Hardening of the Stomacl 
{nflainmation of the Bovrels 
of the Bowels from Tojaty. 
“ of the Liver. 
& of the Liver, with Dropsy 
“ of the Liver, Stomach and Heart . 
“ of the Stomach . 
“ ofttho Stomach and Bowels. 
“of the Tonsil: 
Intussusception of Intestines. 
Jaundice 
Killed or Murdere by 
“by being Stabbed in the Abdomen 


Lifer, Disease of. 




















“and Womb, Disease of. 
‘Malformation of the Anus. 
Marasmus 
Mortificat 
“© of tho Rectum 
Poison by Arsenic 
“by Sausages 
Quinsy’ 
Ruptun 
eenot the Liver 
“of the Liver, from Inj 
“of the Navel. 
Sourvy .. 
Softening of the Stomach. 
Stomach, Disense of. 
Stone in the Gall Blade, 




















nos SS oS Be Bo, 


eaten no eine co 20 SE 





Be 





Ree Hoo 


or 







Bu 





comune Sa. eee nwer 


eel’ 








en 





e 
8 
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oLORED Persons, Posiic Insrrrutions, &c., FoR 1856—continued. 















NATIVITY. aul ] | 1 
- | Puntic apuurs. CHILDREN, 
oxrren | ixsrirutions. || (Over 20 Years.) (Under 20 Years.) 


Sa lponon mtn 























eSemcm? HEH dS 
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DISEASES ARRANGED IN CLASSES AND ORDERS, SHOWING Sex, Nativity, 








CLASS SECOND. 
SPORADIC DISEASES, (Wot Infectious, §:c.)—continued, 


TOTALS 
OF ALL CLASSES. 


Beth Sexea! 


Female, || | 





STOMACH, BOWELS, &0., (Digestive System)—continued. 
Stricture of th Bowel: 
Suicide by Are 
«by Corros 
« by Stabing in the Abdomen 
‘Teething-....- 
amor of the Linea a 
nites, ‘ind in the Abdomen) 
Ulceration of the Bowels 
“of the Liver. 
«of the Mouth and ‘Throat. 
&<- of the Parotid Gland. 
«of the Stomac! 
‘© of the Tonsils. 
Vomiting . 
Worms . 














‘Toran. 


UNCERTAIN seat, Indefinite:) 


Abscess. 
«of the Arm.. 
‘© Internal... 


Caner... 
‘© of the Head and Face. 
‘© of the Thyroid Gland. 

Casualties. 


by Machinery 
by Railroad 
by'boing Rua 
by Shooting . 
by being Step) 
being Struck by an engine 
Congestion 
Debility 
Exposure 
Fever, Hectic. 
Fungus, Bleeding, (Proud Flesh). 
wer se of the Head... 
«© «of Thyroid Gland 
“ of the Eye. 
Tnanitio; 
Inflammation, 
“of the Eyas.. 
Intemperance. 















































e 


at at et SB tt at 


pals 





sy 5 


s igaece 
(arreeeeiceaeh eryetrays 








Fron nee ole: 


nomen 












i 
1 
2 
8 
1 

44 
9 
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‘oLORED Persons, Pusiic InstiTutTIons, &c., FOR 1856—continued. 











NATIVITY. tae il | - 
| #3 ruse || apunts. cummpREn. 
warren |popmianunknown!| 2% || 8t#TUTIONS, || (Over20 Years.) |(Under 20 Years.) 
STATES. | BE 





Mate em,| state Pom.| Mate| Fem.|| fate Fem) afate. | Female. || tate. | Female. | atnle. | Female. 
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DiIsBASES ARRANGED IN CLASSES AND ORDERS, SHOWING Sux, NATIVITY, 








CLASS SECOND. 
SPORADIC DISEASES, (Not Infectious, §c.)—continued. 





Both Soxen| Male, 


TOTALS it 
fae 








UNCERTAIN SEAT, (Indefinite)—continued. 

Killed or Murdered... 

«by Blows with a cart rang. 

«by Shooting 

“by Stabbing. 
‘Malformation. 
Mortification 

«Old Age 
Poison. 


Suicide 
«by Jump'g froma Window.. 
“by Poisor 
«by Shooting. 

‘Tumor... 

“© of the Neck. 
« Scrofulous: 

Ulceration . 

«of the Neck. 
‘* Serofulous. 
‘Wounds... 


‘Toran... 


Unxnown, (not stated) 
“to the Jury... 


URINARY SYSTEM. 


Abscess of the Kidneys 
‘Albnminaria and Brigh 
Gongestion of tho Kidn 
Diabetes . 

“© Mellitu 
Extravasatio 
Gravel. 
Inflamm: 

“of the Kidneys 
Kidneys, Diseaso o! 
Retention of Urine. 
Rupture of the Blac 
Stone. 

Strict 
Suppression of Urine. 
Ulceration of the Bladder. 


Tora... 
' Torat or Crass SEconp.. 


Gengrat Torat.... 




























































13 10 
Th a 
2 2 
3 3 
20 | 12 
wo |) 7, 
4] 2 
cyl eas 
4 1 
6 ws 
3 5 
6 5 
ut 
8 
2 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1077 
2 2 
48 Bt 


3 


2 1 
48 28 

Ui deren ehas| 
9 iu 
2 2 
i 1 
3 3 
Cs fier 
15 10 
12 9 
2 1 
1 1 
1 1 
2 2 
4 3 
a 1 
7 






















Fea. 
\ 
| 
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Cotorzp Persons, Pusiic Insrirurions, &e., FoR 1856—continued. 














NATIVITY. ag || 
| 82 | rum || spurs. cumpREN. 
ae | || §% | assrrretions. |) (Over 20 Years.) | (Under 20 Years.) 
stares, [Fonsran.joxxwows|| BB | 
ae Fest Fomine ate | reo, || ante | tenis, | tae | remain 











) 
m.|[atne| Fe 
[ial 

] 









































Be 














oom 








feel a 
| 32 15] 44) 20) 1)... 























cei ea 14 || 28 n | z 
5955 1088 2280 2067] 9027/28) 1S) |S | SH 201 | 6887 | 4376 


ie es 103) eae 1052 ‘708 || S341 | 8089 | 6850 
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RECAPITULATION OF — 








TOTALS i) 
OLASS FIRST. OF ALL CLASSES. 
ZYMOTIC DISEASES. 
lieth Sexes] afnte, | Female, 





SYSTEMS. | 
i 






Lungs, 0, (Respiratory System) 
‘Skin, &e., Untegumentar: ry Systen) 
Stomach, Bowels, &c., (Digestive Syston 
Uncertain Seat, (Indefinite) 





Torat.... 





OLASS SEGOND. 
SPORADIC DISEASES. 


SYSTEMS. i 


Bones and Joints, (Locomotive System). 

Brain, &0., (Nervous System) 

Generative System 

Heart and Blood vessels, (Circulatory System) 

Lungs, &¢., (Respiratory System). 

Old Age. 

Peumais Bins 
in, &o , (Integumentary stem 

Stillborn ace sere oe 























Stomach, Bowels, &e., (Digestive 
Uncertain Seat, (Zndefinite) 
Gnknown to the Jury, (and 





Urinary System... 








Generar Toran, 


























187 (Doe, No, 11. 


CLASSES AND ORDERS. 








NATIVITY. | ag 
| #8 PUBLIC apuurs. CHILDREN. 
usp [rormes{imesows $2 |) axsrxrurions. || (Over20 Years.) |(Under20 Years.) 
ee 8a 








7 i 
Maa| Pom. |Mate,| om, ae Fem, Male, Mate. | Female. | Mate. | Female, 


i} 
4 18) 





















2 1 

seen] BB)... 8 
3 2) oI 2 
$84) 409! 13) 16 
728) 102, 1 36 
1s 3) 69 
187] 170) 5)... 32 
94 | 164 

30 7 45.) 84 33 30 


Be 
8 
3 


497 | 373 | 1618 | 1815 
iq 


im | 17 | 99 |  s7 
aig | sig | 832 | 744 


ease 
Se, 
Baw 
Bex 
a 

EB 





945) 611)... 
1290 1101| 318) 347, 
305) 285) 140) 
ail 4] 2 
15) 44) 20 

| 


884 

2 

Ey 

{5888 1983 2280 2067, 99] 27) 203] 
(363) 





mi Bowe 














& 








7542 290 2021) Tos) “as B82) B1a}/ 1052 | Foe "|| sas | sHaT | e089 | 6850 
i 
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NUMBER OF DEATHS IN EACH WARD, IN THE YEAR 1856, 











WARDS. 


ipEaTHS.| 


WARDS. 














Toran...» 


GAL 
130 
1s 
752 
soi 
1089 
1266 
1038 
931 
$32 
1536 


| Seventeenth. 














‘Twelfth... 
‘Thirteenth. 





Fourteenth. 
Fifteenth. 
Sixteenth . 


Eighteenth. 
Nineteenth. 
‘Twentieth. 
‘Twenty-first... 


‘Twonty-second 














* Includes deaths in the New York Hospital. 


+ Includes deaths in Randall’s and Ward's Island Hospitals, 


¥ Includes deaths in Blackwell’s Island and Colored Home Hospitals. 


§ Includes deaths in Bellevue Hospital. 
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RETURN OF BIRTHS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK, FOR 1856, 





















































anaes EI sex. wuite, || conorp. 

& Males Males, [Female] 

January... y204 | 622] 582 || 615 7alaz 
February... aso | 620 | 569 || 617 3 | 4 
Moreh... s69| 579 || 566) s7|) 3 | 8 
3023 | 551 | 472 || 648} 467] 3 | 5 

unos | 595 508 || 589} sor|] 6 | 7 

1496 | 791 705, . 781 | 696 10 9 

daly. 1652 | 806 | 846 801 | S43 5 3 
August... 1526 | 787 | 739 780 | 737 7 2 
September. || 477 | 792 635|| 787] 682 |) 5 | 8 
uso | 766] 723 || 761| 719|) 2 | 4 

| 1506 | 799| 707 |) 795| 704|] 4] 3 

1386 | 705] 681 |) 700| 675 || 5 | 6 

Toran Hisi99 | 8103 | 7796 || ssos | 7735 | 60 | 6 
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RETURN OP MARRIAGES IN THE 











































































COLOR. CONDITION IN LIFE, 
Ei — 
me Le ri | bt | ep ps ec 
Salicaira ralg 
271) 273 242) $2) 27] 1) 2) 6 6 
231 | 234 6|| 213.) 219) 25) 2| 
266 | 266 2\) 240} 247 | 28) qj 
288 | 288) 13) 13) 257) 281) 44) 20) 
339 | 339 1 1) 304) 3)4 36 al. 
250] 281 9) S|. 264) 274) 25) 15) 
262 | . 263 7 Gi) 242.) 245) 27] Qa}.. 
255 | 255 7| 7 280] 238) 32] 24).. 
315) 316 8 7|| 281. | 285) 42) 38).. 
328 329 7 6) 297] 311) 38) 24)... 
354) 354 5} 5] 319 | 320) 40) 39).. 
854 | 355.) 16) 15| 332) 334] 38) 36). 
3546 | 3533 eH 80) 3217 | 3310 | 407) 312} 1 2 8 § 
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CITY OF NEW YORK, FOR 1856, 














AGES. 


seoaty 
anomie 








02-99 











29-09 











09-29 




















a9-08 





y 4 





a 





16) 17| 4) 6). 





09-90 


1 





2) 3! 


1 
i 


| Sie) aajaal 8 





oy-0r 








9} 3} 9] 3) QI 


| 





ova 


5] 





2) 





23-08 


21) 27) 18) 12) 10) | 








294/273/190 126, 61] 60) 17] 33, 


i 





os-98 





82) 49) 39) 15 


| 


| 402, 61| 67| 92| 2632) 11) 5 5) 2] | ...)... 


50) 54) 23) 25, 8) 15 3) 9)... 
79) 57| 34) 19) 4 


5) 


61) 87) 25) 21) 17) 1 


95) 


68) 52) 30) 21) 14) 16) 4) 3)... 


70) 56) 


| 
| 


(783,625 





A808 





76) 105| 93) 














"08 wopHa| 





4) 48] 84) 116 98) 68) 47) 25) 29 9 


8} 50| 76) 103) 


1) 51) 105] 120) 90) 60! 40] 17) 16) 7] 


1| 65] 77| 124] 106 70) 71) 23) 24) 9) 9) 4) 6) 2) 3) 1)...1.., 


4) 73) 121| 151 


5) 47| 94) 142) 85) 


(3) 41 


85) 86) 114) 
|2| 52] 112} 148) 10% 


\7| 64| 101| 189 119) 78) 58| 26| 22) 16) 10) 5] | 2| 3 3) 


8] 71| 116] 153) 121] 60) 47) 23| 29) ,s| 13) 13) 


1) 71| 119) 166) 136, 


16681167} 1586 1282 
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MereoronocicaL REGIsTeR FOR THE YEAR 1856, KEPT AT THE 























































































































- JANUARY. 
OUT-DOOR. 
Gam. |} 10am. || 2ea. |} Grea. || 107. a. Pe 
I ;|3 
* = : — = pals 
3 5 E 5 z & £\ 8 
set elec ecru aed feral eet tina eal sel nes £| 22 
| all ¢ £2) 2} slg] 2 . |B} Bs 
2/8| 22/8] 2/2] 2/4] 4) dé] ai3i gen 
= (2) 2] £) ee) ¢) 8 | eu 2] 2 2\ 3/8 as 
3 2 2 2. a a Z| 2 eile 
ale] fl] e1 FF) e] 2) Fi | eel | 3| ge 
Als|/ea]e& | ala] alle | alle | alslelala 
zl | . \. 
Dog.| Deg. ||"Deg. | Deg. |! Deg. | Deg. || Deg. | Deg. |! Deg. | Deg. ||Deg-| Deg-| Dex.| Dog. 
1 }20) 3 23 4 || 29 7 28 6 || 23 5 1s 
2 /}20) 4 25 4 33 5 32 3 32 2 28) 26 
8 |st| 2 }} 32 | 2 | 32] 2] ar |] 1 33 | 3 28 
4 }20) 4 23 4 25. 6 22 6 18 5 16 
5 || 3 | 16 | 6 | 22] 6 |) % | 3 || a | 16 
6 |18| 3 || 20 5 30 5 20 5 vw] 6 1b 
7 115] 3 || 20 3 80 4 23 6 || 23 6 i |” 
8 | 20] 3 || 26 | 3 || 5 | 4 | 20 | 6 | 4] 3 16) 12 
9/3) 3] o] 3] 8) 41 3 )3 0] 3 3 
wo | 4} 3 || 4) 3 |! 6 | si) 9 | 2] 8] 2 3 
ll | 13] 3 22 6 a7 | 6 25 3 20 2 16 
12 | 17] 2 21 3 |) 26 6 | 23 3 38 2 22 
3 |35| 1 |) 36 | 1) 36 | 2 || 3¢ | 2) 90 | 2 7 
14 | 26] 2 || 25 3 BL 6 27 4 26 3 23 
35 |25| 3 || 27 | 8 || 30 | 6 || 26 | 4 | 25 | 2 2 
16 | 23) 3 27 4 BL 6 27 4 26 4 23 
i |32| 2 || 32 |) 8 |} 38] 6 |} 83 | 3 | gs | 2 29 
1g |s3| 3 || s¢ | 4 || 36 | 6 || 35 | 8 | #2 | 2 30 
19 | 27) 1 28 2 Bt 4 30 3 2 3 26 
20 || 2 16 3 || 18 3 16 2 14 2 14 
21 (14) 2 16 3 | 13 4 7 3) 16 2 9 
22/16) 2 || 18 3 22 4 19 3 18 2 16 
23 | 22) 2 || 24 3 32 6 29) 4 27 2 21 
d4 |96] 3 || 27 | 4 || 32 | 6 |! so | 3 |] 26 | 8 7 
95 |12| 2 || 14 | 3 | 18 | 4 || 16 | 8 || 1 | 2 i 
26 [12] 2b || 18 | 3 |) 28 | 6 |] 29 | 8 |) 23 | 2 18 
97 |96| 2 || 26 | 3 || 26 | 3 |] a | a i} a | 19 
23 | 24] 1%/| 26 | 1k] 30 | 14]] 24 | 2 || 22 | 2 22 
29 | 27) 2 20 2 33 3 32 3 29 3 ria 
go |24| 2 |) 29 | 1 |) 86 | 1 || 96 | 1 |! 20 | a 25 
81 | 13] 2 |) 18 3 23 3 20 2 7 2 13 
‘Mean| 20 | 24 |! 22 | ‘3, il 27 | 43] 2421 32 ll o23/ 3. i 
Grains, 
Lowest temperature in the month, Least weight of vaporin eubie ft. of air -Dt 
Highest“ Greatest ene 35g 
Inches, 
see 29-341 | 






Lowest tomp, of evaporation inthe mo. 6 
Highest E ee 3B Fae, 


Abreviatons ©. leas Gy. sloutys V.vaiale, (las and cloudy) ruin St 
mow; N north; 8. south: yeasts W. west. DN eae 
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boars Dispensary, N. 22 Lar. 40° 42/ 54"'n., Lon. 71° 4! 24” w. 














JANUARY. 





OUT-DOOR. 

























Fy as 

a eS lpmevanra Wearnen||  PREVALING WIND. E 
5 zy | 
Z. EP) a 
$2 |s | Bas let 3 
i rm g = 
ss i ba: ce || 2 3 
23 3 Bs se oe | § 
$3 |ss| 2=5| Bs lésléol « z 
fo |se| 252) 28 lés|ue| 2 Ei 
ea |me| es! ef Ea las|| £ £ 
Z8 jes) 265 | ga \e5 |e] & < 
= td a ia }4o/2 a S 

Inches. eahen 
244 | 34 





sSeegENES 
EESatse: 











gesuekvescassestecercns 














Peg a 





























| 


3| e8saas 



































16 days mostly clear. 5h days of Easterly wind. 
Ui days mostly cloudy. 15g days of Westerly wind. 
4 days of rain and snow. 


tive moisture for the month, 804, saturation at tho menn temp. for the month 1000. 
«© “«s "587, that of the dampest period for the month.. 1000. 
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° 
MersoroLocicAL ReGIsTeR FoR THE YEAR 1856, KEPT aT THE 















































































































































FEBRUARY. 
OUT-DOOR. 

Gam. |) 10am. 2pm, Grea. 10 v.at. = 
= 5 | 8 & & & Ene 
3 3 3 A 3 3 aS 
Sosa cone i 2 lS) geal ay ee Pa 

ei| 2] ei g§ PI ell g | 2 &| as 
2 | $i] 3/2212) 3 | 2) 2) 2i4 e|E| Be 
SiEL ee) e) €] ele} eal é z Bie |ee 
2 a ZI) 2. a 2 a 2 S ge 
BE) FV El el E| ei e1 el e | elg|e|e| ga 
a /e&/ a] & eS ae a i a a \ Alal|slsla 
\Dee.| Deg. || Deg. | Deg.|| Deg. | Deg.|| Dog. | Deg. |) Deg. | Dog. || Dex.) Deg-| Deg.) Deg. 
1 | 20) 2 | 3 34 4 23 3 23 2 20 | 34| 27 25 
2 |) 4 3 || 2 3 20 3 || 16 3 || 16 | 25/21) 18 
3 BY] 2 3 1b 3 ll 2 10 2 2(15| 8 6 
4 3) 2 3B) 1b 3 ll 2 10 2 2/15) 8 6 
5 9| 2k 3 16 4 16 4 ls 3) 8| 18 | 12 9 
6 91 3 3 22 4 18 3 ay, 3 8 | 22) 14) 11 
7/30) 1 1 33 a 32 1 82 2 80 | 34| 32] 31 
5 |30) 2 3 34 4 32 3 30 3 |} 28| 34] 32) 29 
9 | 25) 2 3 22 4 21 3 20 83 || 17 | 26] 21) 18 
10 | 15| 3 5 30 6 30 3 26 4 |) 15 | 31] 25) 21 
ll | 2) 2 4 37 6 36 4 36 3 || 24) 37 | 31} 23 
12 | 36) 4 4 40 6 20 4 12 3 || 10) 40 | 27] 23 
Bb 9] 2 3 | 18 3 16 2 10 7 7/18) 12) 10 
id 3B] 2 3 10 3 16 4 Mt 2 2/16) 8 5 
15 | 14) 3 3 2 4 2 3 26 2 18} 15 
16 | 25) 2 2 || 34 4 3 2 34 2 29) 27 
WW || 3 4 25 5 18 4 lt 3 21| 18 
18 | 12] 3 |) | 3 aka 3 15 3 12 2 14} 
19 | 14] 3 4 23 5 29 3 2B 2 20) 17 
20 126) 4 3 34 5 33 4 33 3 28) 2 
a | 33) 3 4 || 9 | 6 |] 42 | 7 || 86) 4 31 
22 | 36/ 6 4 40 7 37 4 32 3 31 
23 | 35) 3 4 || 4 | 6 a2 | 4 || a | 3 |] 35 
24/31) 3 4 33 5 31 3 30 2 28 
2% | 23) 3 4 33 6 36 4 83 3 23 
26 | 25) 3 4 33 6 3 5 3h 4 27 
27 | 29) 3 3 34 3 29 x 23 2 28 
23 (25) 4 4 36 6 Bt 6 Bt 6 26 
29 125) 5 3 40 7) 34 4 31 3 2 
\Mean.| 21) 3 25k | 33 |} 30 4k |) 27 8 2 25 ||.19 | 80 | 24) 21 
1 all i 
Degrees. 
Lowest temperature in the month. : 2 Least weight of vapor in gubie ft, - of air. 





Highest temporature in the month 45 Greatest © a 





Lowest point of evaporation inthe mo... 1 Lowest point of barometer 
Higa +99 Hilghest? >“ 
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‘ASTERN Dispensary, Lar. 40° 42/! 64! w., Lon. 71° 4/ 24/ w. 































































































FEBRUARY. 
ouT-pooR. 
El | ges | A 
5 | S PREVAIL’ WearHER|) PREVAILING WIND. g 
z. g | Et 5 
£2 |. | £28 | a 
Ea js | 233 | | 3 
sy fs | seo} 3. |e | 8 | 2 
2 Bali e £ 3 
#2 |2.| BE2| 28 |4 |4 /a : a 
se |22| oe) 38 BS) Es || 8 | 3 
eo |ze| 2S5| 22 ice] 2) | 2 13 
ge | 8) ses ae | pal eee | a a 
es | 28) g55 za || aA | Bo || § & & 3 
Be |e |S = a |2 | 3 <| 2 2 
Grains, | Gra Taches. | i | inches. 
181 362 | 29-81 |s. “2 
138 | -37| 276 | 29-61 c. 
“67 | 48) 134 | 20 8 c 
“67 48 134 29-87 u 
“08 | -27| 206 | 20-07 cs 
“10 | -31| 221 | 30-07 cy. 
36 18 473 80-04 R. 
00 | +53) 401 | 30-11 to 
[38 87 274 30°01 | Ke 
44 | -58| 980 | 30-34 4 
94 | 51 | 389 | 30-30 
67 | 49, 334 | 29-87 
Tio | -21| 221 | 29-97 
“39 14 173 29-37 | 
“1 | 21) 248 | 29-91 
95 | -34) 391 | 29-67 
38 | «38 276 | 29-39 
10 | -31| 221 |. 29-41 
St | 31 | 268 | 29-80 
1 “GL 322 29-87 
83 401 29°86. 
+83) 401 | 29-81 
*si| 468 | 29-51 
+49; B92 | 29-67 || 
+66. | 376 | 29-61 
+61 | 362 | 29-87 
+36 | 401 | 29-91 
+65 | 341 | 29-97 
-66.| 876 | 80°11 
49| 301 | 29-84 
12 days mostly clear. 2 days of Easterly wind 
7 days mostly cloudy. 27 days of Westerly wind. 


4 days of rain and snow. 


Relative moisture for the month 771, saturation at its mean temperature 1000. 
ii «560, that of the dampest period for the month 1000. 
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1 gle 
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& 3 all 3 Ga a ii Blea 
= 5 Si. 2 || é ro ; a s 2] 5) eae. 
elseif leleleie)elél stalaitle 
We |e) ei] el) ele +e) @ |] 2) eye) ele lez 
Sie) 81 2/88 )3) £)-8i 2] 8 Behe | eae 
Pele) ele) sig) Fie] ee) fig\2\s ea 
||_4 Blea|is |alla | ala] ala ]a 2/2 |e 
Deg. Deg. || Deg. | Deg. | Dog. | Deg. (Deg. | Des. Deg. | Deg. 
| Nev aaa H 32 
ALE : 
8 |25| 8 || s1 | 4 |) 40 | 7 || 32 | 6 4 28 
) 4 | 25) 4 | 37 | 4 || 46 |. 8 | 38) 6 4 a 
| 5 { 4 |} 31 | 4 || 38 4 35 6 bea 29 
PERLE(H (Sie (fy eliiels 2 
| & |] 2 | 2 | 6 i] 1s |] ge | 2 ral 22 
9] 9/8 || 15 | 3 || 290. | 3 || a8 | 2 1 i 
8| 2 15 3 Ww 3 aka 3 4 8 
44] 3 || 2% | 8 |) 82 |-4 } 3 | 8 4 | 19 
18] 1 || 2 | 3 || a1 |-7 || 30 | 6 4 | 21 
18] 3 || 30 | 4 || 38 | 8 || a1 | 6 |) 39 | 5 |} 21 
2) 3 || au | 4 || 46 |-8 || 39 | 6 |} 30°) 5 |) 24] 30 
30) 3 || 42) 4 | 48 | 7 || 43 | 6 |) 3% | 4 | 29 33 
2%) 3 |) 8 | 6 |] 30 | 7 || sz | 5 |] st | 3 | 26 28 
21| 4 || 36 | 6 |) 48 | 8 || 42 | 6 |] 36 | 8 | 24 81 
29| 4 || 36 | 6 || 50 | 8 || 44 | 6 || 40 | 3 |} 20| BL 
35] 1 || 36 | 1 |} 83 | 2 |] 37 |-1 ff} 86 | 1 ise) 35 
33| 2 || 44 | 4 |] 50 | 8 |l-4¢ | 4 |] 8 | 8 | 38 37 
36| 4 || 43 | 6 |] 50 | 8 || 44 | 5 || 86 | 3 | 36 38 
2 | 40! 4 || 44 | 6 |} a9 | 7 |} 48 | 4 || a7 | 8 |] 84 37 
} 28 | 92] 3 || 41 | 6 || a7 | 8 |] 44] 5 || 36 | 3 |/31] 3t 
} 2 fas] 4 |} 40] 5 |] a5 | a ll aa] af] as | al) acy 87 
| 25 |35| 4 || 39 | 6 |] 49 | 8 || 44 | @ |] 42 | 8 | gt 36 
} 26 |s1} 4 || 38 | 6} 47 | 8 || 45 | 5 || 38 | 3 | 31 34 
| 27°) 82) 5 || s¢ | 5 || 43 | 6 || gx | 4 || 28 | 8 |) 27 31 
93 | 24) 4 || 92 |°6 || 36 | 8 |) 28 | 6 || 27 | 4 | 2 
29 |24| 3 |] 36 | 6 || 39 | § |] g8 | 7 || 80 | 3 |) 22 2 
Jaa) 4) sz | 6 | ar | 7 |] a | 5H) a0 | 8 |} 26 26 
Bl | 21) 4 I 30 4 3 \| 32 4 BL | 2 || P 
[Mewn. 26) 3 || 28 | 4%) 40 | 6b || 35 | 44 || 90 | 8 |) 20) | 92] 28 
Grat 
Lowest temperature in the month Least weight of vapor in eubio ft. of air 
Highest“ Groatest ae 
che 
Lowest temp. of evaporation inthe mo.. 4 ‘Lowest point of barometer. 29283 
Highest tt te 8c. 46 Righe se 30° 
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5 days of Easterly winds. 


15 days mostly Clear. 
26 days of Westerly winds. 


16 days mostly Cloudy, 


he relative moisturo for,the month 721, that of saturation at its monn temp. being 1000. 
“© 551, that of tho dampest period of the month being 1000. 
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APRIL. 
ouT-DOOR. 
SS ar 7 

| |) Gates | Qeat || 6x. |} 102.21. g 
(es S| : : : z 3 
la] [2 See E alg 
z 2 3 3 a 3 ala. 
eet a. f=) a \2y | Si el £| $4 
Fe fe) ail teil @ || ail 8 | 3 Z| 23 
2/2) 2/2) 3)2)2)e | 2) 2] slalalelg 
Va |Si| 2 € | 2 8 fe @ el | eye] aie jeg. 
eyez) si 2) 8 21 8) 2. Sil 2! sale a jae 
FEEL Ele) el 2) ei 2} ei 2) eilaleie laa 
Ja e/a Ss | ale | alle | ale | ala lale le 
I Deg.| Dog. || Deg | Dex. Deg. || Dog. | Deg. || Deg. | Deg. |} Deg. | Deg: | Dex-| Dew. 
} a |e) a | a8 | 6 8 || a |-6 || 38 | 5 |} 26) 48] 37 | Br 
| 2 | 843 43 5 5 44 | 2 || 41 1 34| 45 | 89 | 36 
3/44} 1) 50 | 4 | 4 |] 55 -|2 || 47 | 1 [43 | 58) 50 | 48 
4 |43| 2 |] 52) 4 9 | 52 | 6 |) 43 | 1 43 | 59] 51] 46 
| 5 | 45) & || 50 | 5 jaz | 44 | 7 || 42) 3 i140] 59] 50) as 
6 \39| 6 || 46 | 8 Jao) 48 | 8 |) 42 | 4 i 39) 58 | 48) a1 
7 (40). 4 50, | Ss | 10 8 AT 5 40 | 60 | 50 | 43 
| 8 |a5]¢a |l-se | 4 8 5 || 46 | 4 |] 45 | 65 | 55 |) 50 
| 9 | 43 | 5 50 8 8 6 48 3 43/55) 49) 44 
| 10 | 50) 8 55 8 16 9 45 | 3 |} 41 | 68| 55 | 46 
aw |r) 6 || at | 9 12 | 9 |) 48 | 9 I] 36| 61) 55 | 46 
12 | 50} 4 || 5 | 8 12 | 4 || 68 | -6 49 | 70 | 59) 53 
| 13 | 40} 5 || 60 | 8 10 6 || 40 | 4 || 40) G0) 50) 44 
| | 9s] 5 | 53) 8 | 20 6 || 49 | 3 jl as|58|48| 42 
) 15 | 0] 4 || se | 4 15 3 | 46 | 1 |) 46) 55 | 50 | 47 
) 16 | 49) 2 46 4 9 8 | 44 4 |) 43) 56) 49) 44 
17 |46| 4 || 50 | 3 a 1 || 62 | 1 |) 45] 58 | 49 | 47 
18 |50| 4 |) 58 | 6 | 8 6 || 50 | 3 || 50) 64| 57) 52 
| 19 | 54} 5 || 57 | 6 |) oi | 9 8 || 55 | 8 || 51| 61 | 58| 51 
|) 20 | 47] 2 || a2 | 2 2 2 | 40 | 1 || 46] 50| 58} 56 
a1 | 42) 1 |) 46 | 2 14 || 1 || 39 | 1 |] 39] aa] at | 40 
82 | 40-| 2 || 44 | 2 2 2 |) 46) 3 || 40} 50) 45 | 43 
23/46) 5 |) a1 | 5 } 4} 4 || 49 | 1 | 46| 58] 52| 49 
2 |48| 3 | 58 | 6 | 8 || 4 || 57 | 0 | 48| 63 | 58) 55 
25 | 66) 4 |] 64 | 6) 7 | 8 4 || 52 | 4 || 50| 70) 60 | 55 
26) 49! 3 || 6 | 7 || 63 | 32 9 || a7 | 6 | 47 | 6x| 60} 53 
27/58] 5 || 87 9 68. 9 | 6 49 3 48 | 63 | 58 | 52 
3 | 54! 6 || 0 | 7 || 73 | 22 6 || 61 | 4 || 51| 73) 6 | 56 
% |51/ 8 | 56 | 4 || al | 6 5 || 7 | 2 |) os] e1| 7 | od 
| 40 59 | 3 | © | 8 | os | 6 3 || 50 | 2 |} 08 | 68 | 6 | 57 
[Mewn|46/ 4) oj 6 || 50 ee {| alle 
Uy i i 























Lowest temperature in the month. 
Highest Cae 


Lowost temp. of evaporation in tho mo... 21 Lowest point of barometer in the mo. 
Highest i fo NG". Ga Highest cs Lamacrant 





Least weight of vapor in cubie ft. of air.. 
Greatest © £3 ue e 
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APRIL. 
ouT-DOOR. 
eI s | y 
‘ 3 Jrnevatta weataer| PREVAILING WIND. g 
fe = aa & 
gs 3 | | 3 
Se Seals | g | = 
a3 Spor] se \& 3 
=3 252 | 3 le d a 
Be see | #8 | 28 | 2] oie 
a a a 4 4 & a 
Grains. | Inches. 
1-80 | 361 W...|N.W. 
241 482 JB... (8.5 +125 
8-81 761 B i “05 
8-21 | 1- Gil 
2-61 | 1: 521 
221 | 2. 402 
|} 2°61 | 1 ‘621 
| 3-67 | 1 734 
3-01 | 1-39 GOL 
| 2:57 | 1-57; 514 | 30-10 
2:57 | 1:57) ‘54 30-14 
) S71 | 2-33] 742 | 29-61 
271 1-82) 5aL 30712 
2-64 | 1-6: 523 30°10 
$53 | -94/ 716 | 29-91 
2:81 | 1-59) 562" | 29-78 
3-67 76) TA 29-91 
3-81 | 1-89) 761 29-91 
) 3-21 | 2-53) G41 | 29-97 
4-94 °93) 988 29:77 
3:21 +26 6il 29-46 
31 | <8) 661 | 29-70 
76 | 2-00| 551 : 
1-32) 908 
201, Sil 
2-41 761 
2°34) SL 
2-46) S21 
1:23) $83 
1:31 931 
144) 698 
10 days mostly Clear. 


20 days mostly Cloudy. 


‘Mean relative moisture for, the m 


16 days of Raaterly winds, 
1M days of Westerly winds, 


ont, 692, that of saturation at the moan temp. of the mo. 1000. 


491, that of the dampest period of the month being 1000. 
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MAY. 
oOUT-DOOR. 
7 7 7 

6am. | 10 a.at, | Qeem. || Grea. |] 10p. ar a 
a jae Fa y= e i z Bye 
a cy 2 2) 2 3s 3 )38 
5 3 3 3 | 3 || 3 2/2 
a] jai l2ielat.l2i.i2 Ane 

2 € g = & £ 1 § a a 

2 \2| 8| aa |2 8 eis | 2 e| 53 
Sei alice | gil £ e#)¢2€12 éles 
S| 2) 2] 2) 37 2) 8) 2] 2 alee 
BUE EV E| IE EI El Ela) F Ae 
ajelale | ala | allie | ais ja 2|2 

Dég.| Deg. || Deg. | Des. | Deg. | Deg. | Deg. | Dee. Dog | Deg, 
1 |48|o2 |] 6s | 2 43 | 2 | 1 49 | 48 
2 |44) 1 || 45 | 2 |) 46 | 1 | 0 MM) 43 
8 | 44) 1 || 45 | 13!) me 0 43 | 42 
4 46 | 8 |) 54 4 4 | 3 SL} 46 
5 |50| 6 |) 54 | 6 \ 7 8 50 | 48 
6 |46| 5 || 50 | 6 | | 7 49} 42 
7 46) 4 |) 61 | 7 8 8 ol| 46 
8 }45) 3] "46 | 1 + || 4 45) 44 
9 l4a7| 1 || 48 | 2 ea} 1 47 | 46 
10 | 47) 2 |) 48 | 3 }3 1] 1 48 | 46 
i | 50; 3 || 57 | 6 9 6 60] 54 
12 | 60| 8 7m | 12.)| 12 || | 5 68) 58 
13 |55| 4 || 53 | 8 | \6 | 4 7 | 5L 
14/50) 4 59 6 7 | 2 53 | 52 
15 | 50| 6 |) 6 | 6 8 2 aa] 49 
16 | 53) 3 i 59 4 2 2 57 | 55 
W | 6) 5 || 7 | 8 6 4 oo | 54 
18 | 56] 3 |) 6 | 5 | | 6 jl 4 63 | 58 
19 | 54) 2 69 6 {| 5 | 2 60 | 56. 
20 |57| 2 | 60 | 4 9 | 9 66) 60 
21 |60/ 8 || 6 | 9 9 || 4 67 | 59 
a2 | 54) 6 || 64 | 9 | 6 4 62| 55 
93 |60| 9 | 70 | 12 2 6 62) 50 
24 |70) 9 | 78 | 12 9 6 7 | 66 
2% | 54) 9 67 | 12 12 9 59) 49 
26 | 52) 6 | oo | 9 9 6 58 | 50 
27 | 50) 6 | 62 9 | 6 3 59) St 
23°) 60) 4 || 70 4 6 || 6 66) 60 
29 |65| 6 || G | 9 12. || 4 o7| 50 
80 | 47|.6 || 52 | 9 9 | 6 50| 43 
BL | 42) 6 || 50 | 9 sl| 6 50 | 43 
Mean! 62) 4 || 59 Il 59 | 6g || 4 14° ll 49 |! 66) 571) 52 

















Lowest temperature in the month. 


Highest“ 


Lowest temp. 
Highest 


of evaporation in the mo. 








Grains, 
Last weight of vaporin eubie ft. of air 2: 
Greatest ‘* po et? 
Inches, 
Iyowest point of barometer. Pip 
Highest‘ “ joe + 80" 
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Barometer. 


saturate. 


J 
| Rain and melted Snow. 





5 
2 
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EB 
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Weight to add to 
Mean height of 
Afternoon. 








§ | Mean weight of Vapor in 
cubie foot of Air, 


eB 11S co Cee F 
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12 days mostly clear. 14 days of Easterly wind. 
19 days mostly clondy. 17 days of Westerly wind. 





"Mean relative moisture for the month, 681, saturation at the mean tom, for the month 1000. 
© RRS ws «© s 7 401; that of the dampest period for the month... 1000. 
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JUNE, 
ourT-pOoR. 
| it ] 
Gaim. 10 a.ar. 2p. at. } Gru. |} 10P.ar. re, 
z : > 3 — =| pale 
3 tall g E | 3] | &] E\é . 
A 3 3 | 3 3 3 || @| 22 
Ramee ie se beso) el) ull Ae aoe 3 || Fal 
Sleleleleielele|a ieail _-s| 23q 
a if\ei2 | 2 2)\ ei 42 | 2 £ia)e|e| ge 
Se |e] ere |e) 8) ey € 18 €\| 8/2) /e2]) 
a\El ei 2) Fl] ele] ele | Ble) e) 2] sel 
alelals |aljs | ala | S|elslele 
/ 
Dog. | Deg. |] Deg. | Dee. Deg. | Deg. Des, || Dex Dee| Dex.) Des |) 
1 |50| 6 60 6S | 12 9 60 | 70 | 60 | BL 
2 |60) 6 7 9 80 | 15 9 || 60 [86 | 70 | 60 
8/63) 7 || 7% | 9 7 | 15 6 || 61| 89) 76 | 57 
4/73] 6 vy 9 3 9 4 || 66) 90) 73| 70 | 
5/70) 3 70 6 64 4 | 3 |) 56 | 70 | 68 | 63 
6 | 56/ 3 53 3 || 56 3 3 | 54 | 59 | 56 
7 |56| 2 || es | 3 64 | 4 4 | 64 | 7 | 62 
8 |57| 3 |) 6 | 3 6 | 3 | 3 |] 56 | 64 | 60 
9 |60) 2 64 4 68 9 | 6 || 58) 74 | 66 
10 | 60] 6 70 8 | 70 6 | 4 || 68 | 80 | 69 
ni |6| 3 | 7 | 6 216 4 || 63 | ss | 72 
2 |65| 4 || 1 | 6 | 7m | 6 4 || 63 | 76 | 69 
18 | 61] 3 || @ | 6 m | 4 8 || 62| 76 | 69 
is | 60] 3 || 70 | 4 | RB | 5 8 || 58 | 80 | 68 
1b | 61] 6 ae 9 68 9 6 60 | 74.) 68 
16 |i] 6 || 69 | 9 7 | 9 | 6 leo] 76| 6 
7 |65| 6 || 2 | 8 7 | 6 | 4 |) 62 | 78) 67 
18 | 63] 1 64 ib 61 al | 0 63 | G4 | 64 
19 | 61] 5 || 70 | 6 m2 | 6 2 || 60 | 80 | 70 
2 | 65] 6 || 7 | 8 § | 2 9 |) 65 | 83 | 74 
21 |} 70| 8 15 8 88 | 10 9 || 70 | 94 | 83 
22 |711 6 || 73 | 9 86 | 12 9 || 74 | 95 | 88 
23/74) 6 || 70 | 3 6 | 9 4 || 64| 74) 72 
24 | 62) 3 70 4 70 6 4 58 | 76 | 66 
2 | 64) 4 |) 7 | 7 7 |,6 4 || 60 | 75.| 69 
26 | 69) 4 75 6 mM 6 4 62 | 86 | 73 
27 | 61] 6 || 78 | 9 i | 6 4 || 61 | 85 | 76 
23 |70| 6 || 7% | 9 80 | 9 6 || 68 | 81 | 76 
29 | 74) 6 || 7 | 9 87 | 9 6 || 74) 91 | 84 
30 | 72) 6 80 9 86 9 6 70 | 92) 81 
|Mean.| 65] 5 || 70 | 7 3 | 7 | 5 || 62 79 | 70 
























































Degrees. 
50 Least weight of vapor in enbio ft, of air... 


Lowest temperature in the month. 
+ 94 Greatest“  « 


Highest temperature in the month 





Lowest point of evaporation in tho mo. 
Higese he adie 


42 Lowest point of baromoter .- 
Sl Highest « G 
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|| 22 ;33| 8 fs bolas iso & | 2 | .8 
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Grains, inches 
W. 5 
ee 
6° 1:2 
4 1. 
2. 
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1-31 
2-10 
75 
¥ 2:96 
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15 days mostly clear. 15 days of Easterly wind. 
15 days mostly cloudy. 165 days of Westerly wind. 


‘Moan relative moisture for the month 634, saturation at its mean temperature 1000. 


L “601, that of the dampest period for the month 1000. 
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JULY. 
¥ 
OUT-DOOR. 
| Gam. | 10 a.at. | goa Gem. || aor ee 
I | | $ 
(4 = || | =| z | e e 5 
2 3 3 3 a iS Fis 
Fe lel 2s | 2 sl2iel2l es] 24 Be 
fe (2) 2) 2/28) 2) 2) 2) 8) sialele| ee 
s/f) e] 212) 2122] ele] 2lalgieiee 
Sel si &] Bl 2} ee | giz) og ie a \ ee 
Saeco eee Ieeaee ete 38 E ZA 
Ja je} ale | ale | ale | ale a a 
i Deg. | Deg. || Deg. | Deg. |! Deg. | Deg. | Deg. | Dog. || Deg. | Des. || 
1|6i| 4 || 67 | 6 || st | 9 |) a | si] w | s 
| 2|6) 5 | | 6] 7 | 9 | 7 | 6 | o | 4 
| 3 |o3| 3 |] 3 | 6 || 7 | 9 || m | 4 | wm | 2 
| 4 |m|2 |] | 4 || a | 8 || 73 | 4 |) oo | 2 
6 |7] 9 || 7 | 9 || 7 \14 || a6 [22 || oo | 7 
6 |70| 6 || 73 | 8 || 82 [32 ) 78 | 63 | 4 
7 63) 4} 74 | 4 || 82 | 8 | m7 | 6 || 68 | 4 
8 || 2 || wm | 8 || 7 | 8 || 7% | 6 || 6s] 8 
9 | 65) 2 69 5 7 5 68 4 65 3 
10 | Gt| 4 63 ve 74 9 72 5 63 5 
|| 1 | 68) 6 || 73 | 8 || 7 | 8 || 7% | 8} o | 8 
| 12 |63) 4 || 7 | 9 || 84 30 || 82 | # |) we | 4 
| 18 | 70] 4 || s | 9 || St |10 |) St | G6 | go | 4 
| 14 | 78] 6 || sa | 9 || 83 | 32 || 86 | 9 || St | 5 
}) 15 | 80] 8 || 88 | a2 }) 90 | 72 || ss | 12 |! 78 | 9 
|) 16 }77! 8 |) 88 | 10 | 91 | 12 || s6 | 9 || 85 | 6 
ji |7| 8 || |-9 |) ox (2 || s | 9 |) ss | 7 
|| 18 | 89] 9 || go | 12 |] 98 | 15 || 99 | 15 | 86 | 9 
19 | 73) 9 |) 12 || 81 | 15 | 7 | 12 74 | 10 
| 20 | 66) 9 2 || st |15 || 74 | 9 |] 70 | 6 
21 | 60) 6 12 |} 81 |35 || 79 | 14 7 9 
22 169) 7 | }12 |) sé |18 |} s3 | 15 || 78 |12 
33 |71| 9 | {12 || 88 |a7 |] 82 |35 || 76 | 8 
24°) 73) 7 | 15 || 90 | 21 |) 84 | 18 70 | 12 
25 | 65| 9 15 || 90 | 18 || s8 |15 || 86 | 12 | 
26 | 74) 9 | 15 90 | 18 8s [14 St 9 
o7 | 78) 7 |35 || 96 | 24 |} 94 | 20 |} g9 | a5 
23 | 81] 9 | 15 |] 93 | 21 86 | 30 & | 8 
29 | 80/°9 | 9 81 | 15 || 80 112 76 6 | 
80 (75) 4 || 81 | 12 || 90 | 18 || & | 15 3 9 || 74] OL) 82) 72 
31] 70| 4 || 8 | 12 || 8 | 15 || 80 | 2 || v6 | 8 69 | 85 | 76 | 67 
IMean.|71| 6 || 76 | 9 || st | 13 | si {10 || 7 | 7 || 69| 85) 77| 67 

















Lowest temperature in the month. 


Least weight of vapor in eubie ft. of air 2: 
Highest‘ 


Great 





Lowest temp, of evaporation in themo.. 52 Lowest point of barometer 
Highest «4s tc, 82 Highest) ee ss 
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Bee |S 2 EJ | 3 | 8 
Trine. | ors, 
4Sl | del 
Gl | 3-51 
G4b | 2-43 
TU 1-s1 
451 4 
GOL 77 
G21 60 
63L 1-82 
BL 1 
530 | 5-39 

iL 317 

| B17 

3 | 3-27 
761 | 5-07 | 
G97 | 5-33 
B2t | 6-87 
G47 | 6-24 
Gar | 6-24 
470 | 5-03 
43 | 517 
424 | 44d 
4S | 5-58 
443 | 6. 
Bot 
7b 
cout 
451 
464 
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18 days mostly clear. 42 days of Easterly wind. 
13 days mostly cloudy. 19 days of Westerly wind. 


Mean relative moisture for thé month, 591, the dampest period for the month.. 1000. 
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15 days mostly Clear. 


12 days of Easterly winds. 
16 days mostly Cloudy. 19 days of Wester! 


ly winds. 


Mean relative humidity 487, that of tho dampest period of the month being 1000. 
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18 days mostly Clear. 17 days of Easterly winds. 
17 days mostly Cloudy, 18 days of Westerly winds. 


‘Mean relative moisturo for the month, 464, that of the dampest period of the month being 1000. 
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14 days mostly clear. 18 days of Easterly wind. 
V7 days mostly cloudy. 18 days of Westerly wind. 


Mean relative moisture for, the month 561, that of saturation at the mean temperature 1000. 
<< 500, that of the dampest period for the month 1000. 
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14 days mostly clear. 7 days of Easterly wind. 
16 days mostly cloudy. 23 days of Westerly wind. 





‘Mean relative moisture for tho month 559, that of saturation nt the mean tomp. being 1000. 
so 347; that of tho dampest period of the iuonth being 1000, 
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14 days mostly Clear. days of Ensterly winds. 
17 days mostly Cloudy. 215 days of Westerly winds. 


‘Mean relative moisture for the month, 515, that of saturation at the mean temp. of the mo. 1000. 
igen) se «338 that of the dampest period of the month being 1000. 


RECAPITULATION, 


MEAN MONTHLY AND YEARLY READINGS OF FIVE DAILY OBS 
MOISTURE, &c., OF THE OUT-DOOR AIR IN THE SHADE. 
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‘Mostly clear days daring the year 

cloudy days during the vear... 
Days of Easterly wind during tho year, 
Days of Westerly wind during the year. 


* In this lino tho natural moisture of the air in the houso ( 
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RECAPITULATION, 


MEAN MONTHLY AND YEARLY READINGS OF FIVE DAILY OBSERVATIONS OF THE TEMPERATURE, 
MOISTURE, &c., OF THE OUT-DOOR AIR IN THE SHADE, FOR 1855. 
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sean [arnt lcerrmap. locronsn.| soveun'e| nscean | 1850. 
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‘In this line, the natural moisture ofthe air in the house, (in the winter months, at 70°), is compared with that out-doors in fine weather, in the early part of June. 


RECAPITULATION. iy 


MONTHLY AND YEARLY READINGS OF FIVE DAILY OBSERVATIONS OF THE TEMPERATURE AND MOISTURE OF 
OUT-DOOR AIR IN THE SHADE, FOR 1564. 
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Inches of Rain during the year 1854. 35 
Mostly cloar days...s...c+++ 195 
«cloudy days: 170 
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METEOROLOGICAL REMARKS, 





‘Tite subject matter of the preceding tables, (with the exception of the 
hygromatic clement and its deductions, for the first seven years,) has now 
been published in the City Inspector’s report of this city, for the last ten 
years; such a publication of mortuary and atmospheric statistics in con- 
nection, being quite unique, it has now become worthy of being placed 
with its most important archives. To Dr. Benjamin Drake, of this city 
should be awarded the credit of its first suggestion and preparation, for 
the report of 1847, A. W. White being the City Inspector at tho time. 
It was copied from the register of the Governors of the New York Hos- 
pital, kept at the Bloomingdale Lunatic Asylum, for the first three years; 
for the succeeding four years, from that of the New York Hospital, on 
Broadway, and for tho-last three years, from that kept by the present 
compiler, in the eastern part of the city, as the headings designate. 


‘The tables of 1856 have, it is thought, been printed in the most con- 
venient form for general interest, or for easy reference, and those wishing: 
to compare the weather and deaths from the various causes in particular 
months or seasons, can probably reap sufficient benefit to compensate for 
the loss of whatever time they may choose to devote to it. As the 
weather of some parts of the year was quite remarkable, a few general 
observations upon the seasons may not be uninteresting. 


‘The review of the meterological tables for the year 1855 ended with 
the remark, that the winter of 1856 commenced upon the 26th day of 
December, 1855. We now perceive, from the foregoing table, that it 
continued uninteruptedly and unusually severe for each of the three suc- 
ceeding months. ‘The mean temperatute of the last: three years, for some 
of the winter months, is shown below : 

Feb. Mar. 
31g 
3 





It was observed in the preceding report, that February was the only 
winter month of 1855, not so of 1856, whose winter embraced over four 
months of the ree ‘The minimum temperature of eyéry day of the first 

2: 
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"tree months of the year was never above 32 degrees, and that of sunrise 
ranged higher on only one occasion. There was more ice in the adjacent 
rivers and harbors than there had been in many former years, and people 
walked from shore to shore upon it, on several different days; the navi- 
gation was consequently unusually obstructed; the Hudson being closed 
to Albany nearly four months, and the passege by the East river to Long 
Island Sound, about one month. ‘The weather, however, was very healthy 
for those who exercised out-door, and snow storms were not quite as pre- 
valent as usual; the whole winter was also drier. Our spring weather, 
or vegetation, did not commence as carly as in the two previous years. 
‘The first thunder storm occurred in April. ‘Temperate weather continued, 
with the exception of one or two hot days in May, until the 20th of June, 
when the heat of summer commenced, and continued as long as July and 
the first third of August, after which time the summer was cooler then 
usual. July was.the hottest month of the year, its air also possessed the 
greatest drying power. The temperature rose higher in September than 
in August. The autumn of 1856 was drier than that of the preceding 
year; but its temperate weather did not extend as far into the colder 
months, since the winter of 1856 and 1857 set in by the latter part of 
November, 1856, while that of the previous winter made its advent about 
the opening of the same year. ‘The fall of rain, on a level, for the year, 
AZinches, is about one quarter more than usual, the quantity in 1855 
‘was 57 inches, in 1854 not over 36 inches. 

Although there was less weather during the year for valetudinarians 
to take out-door exercise, and quite as many extremely hot days, as well 
ag many more cold days, (both of which are direetly or incidentally geno- 
rators of disease, the one by the extremes of temperature and humidity 
between in-door and out-door air, andthe other by excessive heat and 
moisture in the house ;) yet our exemption from much dreaded pestilence, 
and diminution of bills of mortality, serve to indicate an excellent state 
of public health, as well as the result achieved by the enforcement of sant- 
tary measures. ‘i 

‘These remarks should not, however, be concluded without alluding to 
the continued diminution of immigration, as an important clement in 
making a decrease in the annual mortality of this city. 


Errata In Mereorowocican Tanves.—On pages 143, 145, 147, 149 end 161, 
«Lon. 71°,” should read “Lon, 74°; on pago 156 the heading of tho third 
column should read “ Moan humidity, saturation 1000, 





Explanation of the abbreviations T. e S. when standing together signify “Thun- 
der Storm.” 
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Orry Inspector’s DEPARTMENT, 
New York, April 16, 1857. 

For the following Meteorological Register, prepared at 
Fort Hamilton, (and embraced in this Report, from the 
introduction of yellow fever, and during its prevalence in 
that locality, and on Staten Island) I am indebted to Dr. J. 
H. Bailey, Surgeon, U. S. A., for his courtesy in furnishing 
the same, as also to Elisha Harris, .p., Physician-in-Chief 
of the Marine Hospital, at Quarantine, Staten Island, from 
whose Annual Report to the legislature I make a few 
extracts, relative to the origin and spread of the endemic 
at Fort Hamilton, and on the Long Island shore. 


“ On the morning of the 18th of June, the schooner ‘Julia 
M. Hallock, arrived from St. Jago de Cuba, with captain, 
first mate, and one passenger, sick with the most malignant 
form of the fever. This vessel had been seventeen days 
on her passage, had left one of her crew sick with the fever 
at St. Jago, and had lost two seamen, from the malady, he- 
fore reaching Quarantine.” 


“ On the 21st of June, the ship ‘Jane H. Gliddon’ arrived 
from Havana, with several of her crew sick, and a gentle- 
man passenger dying. Two seamen had died of the fever 
on the passage. The cargo consisted of sugar, molasses, 
and bales of uncleansed rags. Yellow fever was prevail- 
ing extensively among seamen at Havana, at the time the 
“Gliddon was receiving cargo.” 


“The ‘Gliddon’ was anchored near the middle of the 
bay, opposite the Marine Hospital, where she remained 
until the night of July the third, she drifted to the south- 
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east, nearly to the Long Island shore, where she remained 
for three weeks, until her cargo was partially discharged. 
‘Three persons, being an additional number of her crew, 
sick with yellow fever, were admitted to the Hospital at 
different times, viz: one June 29th, one July 1st, and one 
July 7th.” 


“On the 2d of July, the brig ‘Eliza Jane, and the bark 
‘Lillian, arrived from Havana, each with a case of yellow 
fever on board, the former having on her passage lost three 
of her crew with black vomit.” 


“On the evening of July the 6th, the ship ‘ Lady Frank- 
lin, from Havana to Trieste, arrived at Quarantine, in dis- 
tress, with all hands sick with the fever, and two of the 
crew having died on the passage.” 


“Thus was the pestilence fairly inaugurated at Quaran- 
tine, at an unusually early period of the season, and in the 
most malignant form of the malady.” 


“Preyious to the 15th of July, several of the infected 
vessels, lying at Quarantine, had discharged cargo upon 
lighters, under Quarantine orders. Up to that date 26 
yellow fever vessels had arrived subsequent to the arrival 
of the ‘Hallock,’ and of this number ten or more were 
lying at anchor nearly opposite the Marine Hospital, or at 
Gravesend Bay. ‘The ‘ Gliddon’ had discharged a portion 
of her cargo, and, as subsequently appeared, fourteen bales 
of old rags, from that ill-fated ship, had been stored in an 
open shed on the United States Government dock at 
Quarantine.” 


“While lying thus at Quarantine, these vessels had des- 
troyed or cast into the bay large quantities of refuse mat- 
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ter, decayed fruits, old bedding, &c.—and all such materials 
as floated on the water, were carried in directions, and to 
localities, subsequently the lurking-places of pestilence.” 


The public mind was, as may beimagined, greatly agitated 
at the appearance of such a devastating pestilence in our 
midst as yellow fever, yet, as it is shown that but thirteen 
deaths occurred from that disease, during its prevalence in 
our city, viz: three in the month of August, and ten in Sep- 
tember; and as most of these cases were traced to sea-far- 
ing men, and others connected directly with vessels arriving 
from ports infected with the disease, there was little cause 
for so muchalarm. The first asserted case of yellow fever 
occurred in Bleecker street, and as the patient was a sea- 
faring man, the presumption that it was a genuine case was 
strengthened by the circumstance, and as such it was ulti- 
mately reported, but medical men differ in opinion as to its 
type, many supposing it to have been only an aggravated 
case of bilious fever. Soon after, it made its appearance in 
James street, in the Fourth Ward, partly bounded by the 
East river, but the department having been prompily noti- 
fied by the Health Warden, I at once adopted such measures 
for its suppression as the exigency of the case demanded, the 
efficacy of which was the best evidence of their utility as a 
remedial agent. Few indeed were the cases of attack, 
traceable to persons, who may properly be designated 
“yesident inhabitants.” Thus it is shown that the alarm 
created, though great, was comparatively groundless, and I 
am fully impressed with the belief, that, should it again 
make its appearance, timely vigilance and care on the part 
of the authorities would be attended with similar results. 


HETEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 
[Station, Fort Hamilton, New York. Latitude, 40° 43’ north; Longitude, 74° 1/ west.) 
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METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER —(continued.) 
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REMARKS. 


In presenting to the Common Council the Annual Report 
of the City Inspector, for the year 1856, I would premise,— 
that as the tables are fuller and more explanatory than 
any heretofore published, I have thought it unnecessary, 
in this chapter, to dwell at great length on the statistics 
already presented in detail. I have briefly, in their order 
of precedence, referred to the contents of the various 
tables, instituting such comparisons with the statistics 
of former years, as may prove useful, instructive and 
suggestive. 


The following comparative table, showing the mor- 
tality of the city for three consecutive years, cannot 
prove uninteresting, and inasmuch, as it exhibitsa marked 
diminution in the number of deaths from year to year; 
it should be a source of congratulation to ourselves, and 
of thankfulness to a beneficent Providence, that, with a 
population steadily increasing, our mortality statistics 
should exhibit so unlooked for, and favorable a result, 
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COMPARATIVE TABLE FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS. 








‘Total number of Deaths reported exch 
YORE o eee . 





Divided thus: 
‘White porsons. 
Colored persons. 

‘Total.. 


Male adults. 
“© childron 
‘Total Males...... 


Femalo adults. 
“© ehildre 
Total Females . 


‘Total number of adults 
ae ohildre 
Ira lb of tapes 


From which deduet 
Still-born.. 
Premature Birth . 
Malformations, (wavio 
Old Age. « 
Casualties, Suicide, &e 
Other sudden causes 

‘Total. 















‘Total number of Deaths from disease. 


‘Total deaths of Adults... 
Decreaso in 1856, compared with 1855. 


‘Total deaths of Children. 
Decrease in 1856... 
‘Total decrease . 
























1856. 





21,658 


21212 





Ade 
12) —— 91,658, 


3128 
8039 
-— 11,467 


3341 
6350 














The statement entitled General Summary, (page 4), 
represents the total number of deaths for the year 1856 
to be 21,658, a comparison of which, with the total 
number of deceased persons in the years 1854 and 1855, 
exhibits a decrease, constrasted with the former year, of 
6,910; of which 6,665 were white, and 255 colored persons; 
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3,798 males and 8,112 females; and compared with the 
latter, the decrease is 1,384, of whom 1,352 were white 
and 32 colored; 800 males and 584 females. 


The total number of deaths during the year 1856, it is 
true, was 21,658, but the precise number. occurring from 
disease alone, so classed, was only 18,668. 


During the two preceding years 1854 and 1855, with 
respective totals of 28,568 and 23,042 deaths, the numbers 
respectively attributed to disease were 25,325 and 20,016. 
Surely no more convincing proof of the general good 
health of the city could be adduced, than those figures 
develop. 


‘The return of deaths in each month, divided into adults 
and children, with their sexes, will be found at page 6. 
An examination of the table leads us to a comparison of 
the monthly totals, and the variations in the sums of the 
several seasons will be found interesting and useful. We 
subjoin them in their order of precedence. 












ctu etn. Ae eae ecb ede Hees ++ -2,680 
2,413 
September .. 1,945 
6,988 
December . 1,853 
March 1,769 


April. 





1,664 
5,286 


Doe. No. 11.) 180 



















November...... 1,660 
October.... 1,650 
February .. 1,594 

4,904 
January ...++ ~ 1,524 
June. 1,487 
May... 1,469 

4,480 


In the months of January, February and March, 4,887 
deaths are recorded. In the same months of the preced- 
ing year 6,284 were reported, being a decrease of 1,297. 


In the months of April, May and June, 4,620 deaths are 
recorded, against 5,279 in the same months of the previous 
year, a decrease of 659. 


In July, August and September, the summer solstice, 
and at a period when sickness is extremely prevalent, 
particularly among children, the deaths increased to 
6,998 against 6,682 in the preceding year, an excess 
of 316. 


In the months of October, November and December, 
the total is 5,168, against 4,496, in the preceding year, 
an excess of 667. 


In both years, the greatest mortality was during the 
month of August; the deaths in that month, for 1855, 
numbering 2,614, against 2,630 in 1856; and the least 
was recorded in November of each, when in 1855, the 
deaths only amounted to 1,411, against 1,660 in 1856. 
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The aggregate mortality, divided into periods, stands 
thus; monthly average 1805, weekly 4153, daily 593, 
(nearly.) 


Annexed is a classification of the sexes, with the total 
number of deaths for the year, arranged in tabular form. 








‘Total Deaths} Adults. | Chitaren, | Men, | Women, 





Boys, | {Girls. 








21,658, 6,769 | 14,889 | 3.28 | 8,341 | sm 6,850 
I 








Of these there were: 











White males. 11,235 White females.... 9,977 
Colored ‘¢ --. = 282 Colored “ .... 214 
11,467 10,191 


The number of deceased males, as apparent by these 
figures was 11,467, and of females only 10,191 a disparity 
of 1,276, in favor of the latter. Among the operating 
causes which conduce to this excess of mortality in males, 
may be cited the exposure, and liability to accident which 
their avocations subject them to,—and as tending to illus- 
trate and enforce this argument, we have extracted from 
the “ Recapitulation of diseases,” the following facts: 


The total number of deaths from Casualties of various 
kinds during the past year, was 144, of which only 23 are 
females; those resulting from drowning, number 141, of 
which only 8 are females; and of deaths from fractures, 
63 are recorded, of which 11 only are females. It must 
be confessed, however, that this is but a partial solution 
of the question, inasmuch as it is in the main only appli- 
cable to those of mature age, and the excess of deaths 
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among male over female children, remains unacounted for. 
During the present year the excess of male adult mortality 
has greatly diminished, as evidenced by the following 
comparative table for the past seven years. 








1860.| 1951.| 1852.| 1858.| 185s.| 1855. | 1856, 








Excess of Malo mortality. ....| 1888 | 2326 | 2117 | 1758 | 1962 | 1492 | 1276 
‘Excess of Malo adult mortality| Bit | 88 822 | 810] 451] 87 
Excess of Male chil 1995 | 1632 | 936 | 1152 | 1011 | 1189 
Excess of children. 6674 | 4291 | 6454 | 7204 | S164 | 5120 


B 















The following brief table exhibiting the excess of 
mortality in children above adults for a similar period 
will furnish important relevant information. 








Adults. | Children. | Excess of 
Children, 


6,411 | 10,567) 4,156 
7,675 | 14,349} 6,674 
8,665'| 12,946) 4,281 
-| 8,124 | 14,578) 6,454 
+| 10,682 | 17,886) 7,204 
7,289 | 15,753) 8,464 
6,769 | 14,889] 8,120 


55,615 | 100,968| 45,353 








Deaths in 1850. 











This excess of mortality among children, is a matter 
for deep and serious consideration as to the causes which 
Jead to it. Conceded that the first few years of existence 
are fraught with the greatest danger to the prolongation 
of human life, yet,there is ample margin for the supposi- 
tion, that carelessness and malpractice add their quota 
to the list. In further elucidation of this subject we have 
compiled‘from the’General Recapitulation (page 100), the 
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following statistics: In this summary the number of still- 
born and premature births, amounting to 1,948, are not 
included. The total number of deaths under 1 year, are 
recorded as 6,050; between the ages of 1 and 2, 2,937; 
between the ages of 2 and 5, 2,443; between 5 and 10, 
774; between 10 and 15, 294; between 15 and 20, 448; 
from 20 to 25, 809; from 25 to 30, 988; from 30 to 40; 
1,708; from 40 to 50; 1,295; from 50 to 60, 756; from 60 
to 70, 580; from 70 to 80, 888; from 80 to 90, 109; from 
90 to 100, 89; over 100, 8 occurred, whilst 56 are placed 
under the head of ages unknown. 


We are presented with some interesting statistics by 
comparing the deaths in each decade of life. In the first 
ten years, which exhibit the greatest mortality, there were 
12,204, deaths; in the sceond, 742, being the least until 
the seventh is reached, in the third, 1,797; the greatest 
numbers, with the exception of the first; in the fourth, 
1,708; in the fifth, 1,295; in the sixth, 756; in the seventh, 
580; in the eighth, 383; in the ninth, 152; and in the tenth, 
only 39. 

The deaths, ranging upward of 100 years, number 
only 3. 

A comprehensive table of the nativity of the deceased, 
with the number of each sex, will be found on page 7. 
The following is a synopsis: 

Males. Females. Total. 
- -8,639....7,542....16,181 
= 2,720.4 .+2,621.... 5,341 
+ 100.... 24.... 124 
8. Tan) MEENA ELT 


Born in the United States. 
Foreign Nativity.. 
Unknown... 
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Of foreign birth there died in January, February and 
March, 1,245. 


In April, May and June, 1,242. 
In July, August and September, 1,401. 
In October, November and December, 1,453. 


The record represents the foreign deceased from 28 
different countries, of which the principal stand thus in 
the order of numbers: 


Treland ........+ 
Germany ........ 


wee 8/185 
1,257 














England .. 418 
Scotland 184 
France .... 93 


British possessionsin North America. 54 


5,091 
Leaving for the remainder, (including 
unknown nativity and persons born 
AY Boa) estes wavtwaweeae ees cece ee! 


Total, Foreign Nativity.. 5,341 





From the subjoined recapitulation it will be seen that 
the number of deaths among this class of our population 
has been steadily decreasing for the past two years: 


In 1851, the foreign deceased numbered.. 6,351 


ABQ ig voy ib fe oo, 490: 
1858,  * 6 1 ear LOL 
1954, « #259048 
1855,  * w Wieiaes Gs108 


1856,“ “ 4 «+ 5,841 
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During the above periods the foreign immigration, as 
reported by the Superintendent of the Emigration Com- 
mission, was as follows: 







+ 289,601 
. 300,991 
«284,045 
319,228 
+ 186,288 
we 142,842 








1,478,335 


A table of the mortality in the different public institu- 
tions, with much additional interesting information, will 
be found on page 8. During the year 1856 the total num- 
ber of deaths reported from them was 1,760, being a de- 
crease of 966 on the returns of 1855, when they reached 
a total of 2,726. The comparison, in detail, is appended: 
At the Alms-house, Lunatic Asylum, Penitentiary and 
Small Pox Hospitals, comprising the several medical estab- 
lishments of the Alms-house Department, situated on Black- 
well’s island, there occurred, in 1855, 289 deaths; in 
1856, 231; a decrease of 68. 

Bellevue Hospital, in 1855, 852; in 1856, 818; a de- 
crease of 34. 

Randall’s Island Nursery Hospital, in 1855, 188; in 
1856, 98; a decrease of 90, 

Ward’s Island Emigrant Hospital, in 1855, 1,805; in 
1856, only 587; a decrease of 718. 

In the City Hospital, in 1855, 287; in 1856, 262; a de- 
crease of 25. 

24 
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Colored Home Hospital and Colored Orphan Asylum, 
combined, in 1855, 138; in 1856, 102; a decrease of 31. 


The aggregate of the remaining institutions was, for 
1855, 147; 1856, 159. 


The nativity of the deceased, for each of these years 
was: 

‘1855. 
11,256... 
- 1,470... 


Total... oc 00 ces «2,120 e000 


United States . 
Foreign Birth. 





We leave this subject, with the following tabular state- 
ment of the deaths in the several public institutions, for 
the past seven years: 


» 2,358 
38,369 
38,187 
+ 2,785 
« 4,352 
= 2,726 
- 1,760 





As the average deaths for these years would be 2,919, 
the net figures for the present year show a gratifying de- 
crease in this portion of our annual calendar of mortality. 


The table of deceased, white and colored persons, on 
page 9, shows that the colored race contributed 466 to 
our general returns of deaths, in 1856. Of this number 
282 were male, and 214 female, a slight decrease on the 
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preceding year, when the whole was 478; of whom 238 
were male, and 240 females, The greatest number of 
deaths occurred in April, when they reached 51, and the 
lowest in October, when they were only 19. Wegivea 
retrospective table of the statistics of a few antecedent 
years: 


1850 the deaths of colored persons were 449 


1851 e ff 4 448 
1852 o a es 585 
1853 Pe i ATT 
1854 se % ay 701 
1855 & i e 418 
1856 = ¥ ¢ 446 


Total for seven years. 8,579 





Averaging 514 per year, an excess of 70 above this year’s 
report. 


The general tables, as will be seen, on reference, gives 
in this, and all other instances, the specific diseases of 
which each class died. 


Tn all our estimates as to the comparative mortality for 
any specified year, the increase or decrease of population, 
must be a primal standard, upon which to base calcula- 
tion. Ina port of transit, such as New York, where there 
is a continual influx of immigration, and, in addition to 
this, an accession of invalid strangers allured by the repu- 
tation and fame of our medical and philanthropic insti- 
tutions, any approach to accuracy, is to a great extent, a 
matter of hypothesis. The census being only taken every 
five years, we are necessitated, for intervening time, to 
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have recourse to speculative computation. The following 
table will show the population and increase thereof, from 
time to time, at the period of taking the census, commenc- 
ing with the year 1805: 















Year. Population. Tnerense. 
1805,.. 00.00 eee 2 TETTO ve eeonses _— 

1810,... . 96,378 - 20.6038 
1815,.. 100,619. 4,246 
1820,. -. 123,706 + 23,087 
1825,.. 166,086. - 43,380 
1830,. +202,589.. + 86,508 
1835,. 270,089. . - 67,500 
1840,. -812;710.. « 42,621 
1845,.. -871,223 58,513 
1850,. 515,894 144,171 
1855,. +. -629,810.. 113,416 





While it is difficult to determine the number of our 
actual resident population, at any one date, varied as it 
is, from the influx of strangers at certain seasons, and the 
numbers of our own citizens who seek the country as a 
residence, during the summer, yet the census affords, to 
some extent, reliable data. The presumption, however, is 
that it generally falls short in numbers. Tho facts, as de- 
rived from the figures, with the deductions legitimately 
made, as to transient population, would plainly indicate 
the prominent position of New York, as one of the health- 
iest cities in the world. 


An exceedingly valuable table, showing the number of 
deaths occurring from external causes, with nativity, color, 
sex and age, will be found at page 10. 
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The whole number of deaths, arising from these external 
or extraneous causes, during the year 1856, amounted to 
2,990. In 1855 there were reported, under this head, 
3,026, a decrease of 36 in favor of the present year. 


In a brief review of this table, we shall confine compari- 
son to the leading enumerations in the two years referred 
to—1855 and 1856. 


Deducting from this total of 2,990, the number of deaths 
attributed to Asphyzia, Cyanosis and various malforma- 
tions; old age, premature births and still-born, amounting. in 
the aggregate, to 2,501, we have a sum of 689 remaining, 
under the head of “Injuries.” Of this number 515 were 
males and 174 females. 


In 1850, casualties and other causes, as above-named, 





numbered..essesessceee Saeeeiews vv ee ae 606 
1851, 3 ss ae 4 +. 680 
1852, “ “ “« “ B84 
1853, “ « “ “ ve TAL 
1854, iL ¥ 4 me +. 148 
1855, “ “ “ “ .. 665 
1856, “ “ “ “ .. 689 
Totaleos.... isclieecieneiieistlamilsletes coe 4,708 
Average... 672 
DIXGORRYs cise cieieh ie vaias send a slasae pe aNe 17 
Increase over 1855 ...- 1.24.26. seers 24 


During the year the whole number of deaths, attributa- 
ble to eaternal causation, including injuries, was 2,990; 
1,846 were males and 955 were females; 380 were male 
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foreigners and 145 were female; 58 males and 8 females 
of unknown nativity; and 29 males and 20 females were 
colored persons. 


The following is a synopsis of the prominent causes of 
mortality for the past two years, exhibiting, in either case, 
the increase or decrease. 





















































| 
DISEASES. 1855. | 1856. Increase. {Decrease. 
| 
f | 
Apople: .| 201 
Bronchits 368 
Cholera Infantum 1135 
Congestion of the Brai 470 
“of the Lungs 303 
Consumption 2635 
Convulsions. 1922 
538 
377 
781 | 
Dysentery 568 
Dropsy in 947 
Delirium 'Tremens . 84 
Disease of the Heart . 229 
Erysipelas . . 140 
Fever, Scarlet. 1052 | 
“ ‘| 439 
“ ‘Typhoid. i} 139 
“ Puerperal. {| 131 
Inflammation of the Bra :| 399 
“ of the Lungs. 119 
“ ofthe Bowels ...| 351 | 
Marasmus +) 1563. | 
Measles. «| 383. | 
Palsy } 142 
fee ioaiaas 38 ¥ 
Small Pox iol | 388 | 287 
Peothing . 129 |. 360 | 281 
Hooping C 377 
| 17,061 | 15,941 
‘All other disenses............ 5,981 | 5,717 
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As tending to show the relative health of each ward, 
the following table of the number of deaths for the years 
ARE, and 1856 is compiled from the returns. 





























Population, 

| 1855. 1856. stad of 

+] 682 641 13480 

+} 96 130 3,249 

| 169 178 7,909 

| 844 752 22,895, 

944 #304 21,617 

1142 1089 25,562 

1189 1266 34,442 

Eighth. 989 1038 34,052 
Ninth 1054 931 39,982 
Tenth 712 832 26,378 
Eleventh. i 1735 1536 52,979 
Twelfth... +, T18d4 7951 17,656 
Thirteenth. a 973 1056 26,597 
Fourteenth. 776 881 24,764 
Fifteenth. 678 436 24.046 
Sixteenth. 1153 1153 89,823 
Seventeenth 1850 1987 59,548 
Eighteenth. 1874 1197 89,415, 
Nineteenth. 71008 {901 17,866 
Twentieth 1682 1695 47,055 
Twenty-first. §1295 §1204 27,914 
Twenty-second. 939 910 | 22,605 
23,042 21,658 | 629,810 





Of course, in any inference deduced from these figures, 
allowance must be made for existent differences in popula- 
tion, and in the wards marked with asterisks are in- 


cluded—*Deaths in the New York Hospital. 


+Deaths in 


Randall’s and Ward’s Island Hospital. {Deaths in Black- 
well’s Island and Colored Home Hospitals; and §deaths 


in Bellevue Hospital. 
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BIRTHS) AND: MARRIAGES, 


“On pages 139 ana 140 will be found a statement of 
births and marriages reported during the year. I desire 
to call attention to the imperfectness of these figures, in 
consequence of the non-compliance of many clergymen and 
physicians, with the provisions of an act entitled “an 
act providing for the Registry of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths.” Immediately after its passage I inclosed a copy 
of the act to every clergyman and physician whose address 
was procurable; but I regret to state that the act has fail- 
ed to secure a full and perfect record. The necessary 
blanks for simplifying the process can be procured at this 
office, and when the importance of the duty is considered, 
apathy or careless indifference becomes absolutely crimi- 
nal. Instances have been of frequent occurrence, when 
the title to property has been endangered, by the inability 
of this department to furnish certificates of facts, which 
ought to have been recorded, and the circumstances con- 
nected with a recent tragedy suggest themselves, irresisti- 
bly, in illustration of this position. In that instance a 
fearful crime was perpetrated, an alleged marriage was 
attempted to be proven by a claimant to the property; for 
several weeks the attention of the Surrogate was monopo- 
lized; and all this might have been avoided, nay, more, 
the primal crime itself might never have been committed, 
had the clergyman discharged his trust, and complied 
with the mandates of the law in filing the certificate of 
the asserted marriage. Does it require any additional 
argument to prove that the provisions of the statute should 
be more scrupulously obeyed. 


The seventh section of the act says: “Hyery person 
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who shall neglect or refuse to comply with, or violate the 
provisions of this act, shall forfeit and pay for each offence 
the sum of fifty dollars, to be sued for and recovered, in 
the name of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the 
city of New York; and the penalty, when recovered, shall 
he paid over, one half thereof to the Corporation of the 
city of New York, and one half to the party making com- 
plaint thereof.” 


I deem it unnecessary to reiterate the important bene- 
fits which must accrue to the public, from a compliance 
with this statute; and whilst I should regret any necessity 
compelling me to have recourse to the collection of the 
penalty, yet, nevertheless, a sense of duty to the commu- 
nity will compel me to take the necessary means to insure 
obedience to its provisions, for the future. 
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SANITARY REMARKS. 


Havine thus referred, seriatem, to the preceding tables, 
I shall limit my remarks in conclusion, to such brief sug- 
gestions relative to the public Hygiene, as, in my judg- 
ment are eminently worthy of your prompt and serious 
consideration. 


In my Report for 1855, I directed attention to the 
majority of these topics under specific headings; but I 
regret to state, that necessity still exists for a reiteration 
of them. 


In view of the vast responsibility which attaches to the 
head of this department, I should consider myself recreant 
to the trust confided in me, if, discouraged by municipal 
apathy, I should fail to impress upon your Honorable 
Body the utility of such additional ordinances, as a 
lengthened experience justifies me in asserting expedient, 
necessary and beneficial, in a sanitary and life-saving 
sense. 


I would also urge, that even in an economical light 
many of these recommended changes and supervisions 
would insure a pecuniary saving. Our city is rapidly 
extending its limits; the necessity for the construction of 
public works, such as’ sewers, &c., is increasingly felt, 
and errors of judgment, incapacity, or carelessness, might 
be obviated in the initiative, to our advantage in the 
future—grievances which we have heretofore too long 
endured, in the close proximity to our most densely popu- 
lated localities, should be anticipated in relation to the 
probable growth of the city, and the power of the law, 
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by more stringent ordinances, should be exerted to the 
repression of nuisances such as are now, to an extent, 
tolerated. 


This can be done,—the corporate authorities of New 
York City have ample power—‘ to pass all such by-laws 
and ordinances as they shall, from time to time, deem 
necessary and proper for the preservation of the public 
health in said city, and also for the abatement and re- 
moval of all and every nuisance in said city, and for com- 
pelling the proprietors or owners of the lot or lots upon 
which the same may be, to abate and remove the same.” 
I quote from the provisions of the act passed April 10th, 
1850. 

Our local government being thus unrestricted in the 
adoption of all measures which they may deem prudent 
for the preservation of the public health, the responsibility 
of legislative enactments rests with them, and the duty of 
enforcing with the executive of this department. Although 
our city has been unusually healthy during the past year, 
yet beyond question many deaths are rightfully attribu- 
table to a disregard of the laws of health and cleanliness. 
In all large cities this is to a considerable extent an in- 
evitable assumption. Localities densely populated re- 
quire the greatest amount of supervision, for in them, 
filth is most rapidly accumulated and disease engendered. 
No portion of our city should be permitted to remain 
more unhealthy than another, and when remonstrance is 
ineffectual in restraining the ignorant or careless from 
the commission of nuisances, prompt punishment on the 
part of our judicial authorities would be the most effectual 
species of co-operation. 
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This is not always extended, offenders have been too 
frequently dismissed with a reprimand (forgotten, or dis- 
regarded,) and the impunity with which they have escaped 
has encouraged others, in like manner, to violate estab- 
lished ordinances. I am induced to believe, from the 
number of such dismissals, that a feeling of humanity, and 
the pleaded ignorance of the arraigned have mitigated 
punishment, but I would respectfully submit that the 
humanity is mistaken which pardons the individuals and 
risks the preservation of the public health, 


In every instance where an offence against the corpo- 
ration ordinances is clearly proved, I would have sum- 
mary punishment follow, and a few such examples, in 
every ward, would beget a wholesome respect not now 
accorded. 


Terror of the law is an instinct of the ignorant, that 
sanitary policy warrants us in cultivating, not discourag- 
ing. Action, legislative, executive and judicial can do 
much to improve the natural advantages possessed by our 
city in a healthy aspect, and the importance of the sub- 
ject demands respect, and mutual assistance in the exer- 
cise of the powers and duties of government. I feel 
assured that the following suggestions, pertinent to this 
discussion, will commend themselves to your judgment; 
and Iam convinced that their adoption and enforcement 
would advance a common interest—the welfare of the city. 


FILTH OF THE STREETS. 

As one of the most important subjects in connection 
with that of mortality, I give precedence to this. The 
most strenuous efforts to keep our streets in a proper con- 
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dition must prove abortive, unless an effectual check is 
placed upon the systematic habits of a portion of our 
population, to cast their garbage, slops, and offal, promis- 
cuously in front of their residences. | 


Our minor streets, filled with tenement houses, packed 
from basement to attic with human beings, are precisely 
those which require the most rigid surveillance, but it 
ee indeed be a herculean task, without some restric- 
tive“aid to keep them even in a state of semi-cleanliness. 
Custom has almost sanctioned the use of the streets asa 
receptacle for filth, and alike ignorant or reckless of con- 
sequences, the practice is persisted in to the manifest 
abridgment of comfort, health and life. From these 
narrow streets, alley-ways and courts the poisonous gases 
of putrifying animal and vegetable matter mingle with 
the atmosphere, to the injury of all sections of the city, 
and all classes of society. Here epidemic finds a foot- 
hold, and death the greatest number of its victims. The 
regular collections of the ash carts do much to promote 
cleanliness in these quarters, but as I have already stated, 
summary punishment of the offenders would do much 
more. 


I would also urgently direct your attention to the boxes 
kept on the sidewalks as receptacles of garbage; faulty 
in construction, deficient in numbers, they are, as now, a 
nuisance rather than a beneficial convenience, and in these 
respects, as well as capacity, location and right to use, I 
would suggest the utility of a regulative ordinance. 


DOCKS FOR CORPORATION USE. 


An evil that ought to have been remedied, and which 
is now becoming imperative, is the allotment of docks for 
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the reception of night soil and kindred matter. The selec- 
tion of those now in use was originally bad—situated at 
the foot of Rivington street, Hast river, and at the foot of 
Clarkson and Twenty-sixth streets, on the North river; all 
night soil, for instance, taken from the lower portion of 
the First Ward, for removal to the latter, has to pass 
through a part of the First, Third, Fifth, Eighth and Ninth 
Wards; if taken to the former, it passes through a portion 
of the First, Second, Fourth, Seventh and Thirteenth 
Wards. The offensive odors exhaled, the noise of passing 
carts, and the necessity for living with closed windows, in 
the most oppressive weather, are minor evils to the inhab- 
itants of these wards, compared with those borne by the 
dwellers in the vicinity of the docks where it is continued 
throughout the night. This nuisance can be easily reme- 
died. The lower portion of our city is comparatively do- 
serted after business hours, and there are plenty of docks 
which could be appropriated for the purpose, where the 
soil could be more conveniently removed by barges. 


I would suggest, in this connection, that all docks for 
the removal of nuisances of any nature, should be perma- 
nenily selected. Forewarned—factories and foundries 
would take the place of untenantable dwellings, and pri- 
vate injury be avoided. 


DREDGING THE SLIPS. 


Owing to a deficiency of water, such of our slips as are 
used for the reception of nuisances, are sometimes offen- 
sively exposed. To obviate this, authority should be 
given to the proper officers, to cause the necessary dredg- 
ing to be effected, when required, or a prescribed depth 
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of water, at all times, might be arbitrarily fixed as a 
standard. 


CHIFFONIERS. 


The class of persons coming under this definition are 
mainly residents of the up-town wards, but the nature of 
their daily avocations, subjects every quarter of the city 
to their presence, and the effluvia of their filthy gather- 
ings. The neighborhood of the shanties where they dwell, 
is a perfect hot-bed of foul vapor, and no language could 
adequately describe the stench arising from a close in- 
spection of the cauldrons containing bones, putrid meat 
and rancid fat, which they boil for various purposes of 
traffic; nor is. this all, rags, possibly containing the virus 
of disease, examined, re-examined, washed and exposed to 
dry, within and around their dwellings, contribute their 
quota to a nuisance which should be rooted from our 
midst, without delay. The docks, set aside for Corpora- 
tion use, in the removal of night soil, &c., might be grant- 
ed as a depot to collate their refuse, where it could be 
disposed of, and removed forthwith; but the present prac- 
tise of transporting it in bags, baskets and open hand- 
carts should be disallowed, and close covered carts sub- 
stituted in their stead. 


KEEPING OF SWINE. 


This is another nuisance indigenous to the upper sec- 
tions of the city, which demands attention. It is the 
habit of the owners to collect the swill garbage and offal 
of hotels and slaughter-houses, the carting, of which 
through the city, in uncovered wagons, in violation of 
the ordinances, makes it more than a local evil. I would 
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recommend that the keeping of swine be prohibited, with- 
in the limits of the city, unless for immediate sale or 
slaughter; that the carts for the collection of offal be con- 
structed with tight-fitting covers, and the persons author- 
ized to remove the same, subjected to stringent regula- 
tions for their government. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The majority of those who reside in the vicinity of 
slaughter-houses are predisposed to consider them as 
nuisances, no matter what pains may be taken to keep 
them in a condition of perfect cleanliness, and I am grati- 
fied to state that this is the rule; but few instances to the 
contrary having been found, on investigation of many 
complaints made to this department. The noise of the 
slaughtering of cattle, it must be admitted, is disagreeable, 
and I have long been of the impression, that if a proper site 
were selected for the erection of abattoirs, the butchers 
themselves would generally concur in the remoyal. The 
adoption of an ordinance, that no slaughter-house shall 
hereafter be erected, east of the Tenth avenue, or west of 
Avenue A, nor any place south of a certain line, running 
from river to river; and that after a specified date it shall 
not be lawful to slaughter any cattle, within the limits 
where the erection of slaughter-houses shall have been 
prohibited, would, I think, be acceptable, and in the course 
of time lead to a concentration of these establishments in 
places unobjectionable to the public. It should be re- 
quired by ordinance, that all blood should be caused to 
flow into a “ blood-hole,” and not as now, in many slaugh- 
ter-houses, allowed to run over the floor, or into the street 
gutters. In every street, where a sewer passes, a slaughter- 
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house, it should be made obligatory to cause the blood 
and washings to flow into the sewer, and be thoroughly 
washed away by the Croton water. 


MANURE HEAPS. 


Along our wharves and river fronts a custom has for 
some time prevailed, of accumulating manure heaps for 
the purpose of “rotting,” as it is technically termed. It 
has given cause for much and just complaint from prop- 
erty holders and residents of the various vicinities. 
Exposed alternately to sun and rain, and frequently 
turned over to facilitate the desired end, the steam and 
fume penetrate dwellings despite of all precaution. The 
“dumping places” were removed a few years ago, but 
the rapid erection of buildings in the upper wards neces- 
sitates another change. The only effectual remedy, in 
my opinion, is to prohibit entirely the deposit of horse 
manure at any place within the city limits, to have the 
persons who collect the manure, work under license, and 
provide for the immediate removal of all manure, as soon 
as it may be collected. The same remarks will apply to the 
accumulation of street manure, which has been frequently 
permitted to lie on the Corporation piers for a needlessly 
long time. This subject is one of much importance; the 
owners of real esiate are prevented from improving 
their property, it depreciates in value, and the loss is 
shared by the city, by withholding from the treasury the 
revenue which would accrue from the improvement of 
valuable and productive real estate. Night soil, hereto- 
fore cast overboard from the docks, is now removed in 
boats, and the privilege affords a revenue, to the Corpora- 
tion, of four thousand dollars yearly; the collection from 
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stables, infinitely more valuable to agriculturists, would 
undoubtedly yield more, and at the same time extirpate a 
serious and offensive nuisance. 


BURIALS IN THE CITY. 


An ordinance was passed in 1850, prohibiting in- 
terments in any public vault or burial-place, south of 
Highty-sixth street. The importance and value of this 
enactment has been clearly demonstrated, and as our 
population is rapidly moving up town, I would recommend 
that the prohibition be extended, and, as soon as possible, 
embrace the whole island in its provisions. The custom 
of interring dead bodies within the boundaries of large 
cities is’ offensive and destructive to health—in a few 
years, at the utmost, the suggestion advanced will become 
an imperative necessity,—it should be anticipated. 


SEWERAGE. 


The large expenditure of moncy involved in the build- 
ing of sewers, and their importauce in a hygienic sense, 
should insure an exercise of caution in the selection of 
the engineers to whom the task of building them may, in 
future be intrusted. Toa want of this caution, may be 
attributed the imperfect manner in which many of them 
have been constructed. In numbers, and capacity of 
chamber, they should at least bear corresponding propor- 
tions to the magnitude of the task allotted them to per- 
form, As receptacles, and disposers of an immense mass 
of filth, which otherwise would be productive of injurious 
effects upon the public health, they are invaluable, and no 
wiser policy could be exercised than to avail ourselves 
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of the facilities now enjoyed, and add, as rapidly as pos- 
sible, to our advantage in this respect. 


The connections with the sewers, are frequently made 
by persons careless of the consequences of neglecting the 
proper performance of their work, and complaints are 
frequently made of stoppage, arising from the want of a 
sufficient descent to permit an easy flow of the accumu- 
lated filth, and also from the insertion of soil or branch 
pipes of smaller capacity than should have been provided. 
I would also urge that where water closets have pipes 
connecting with the sewers, traps should be constructed, 
s0 as to prevent the emission of foul gas into the house, 
and that the roof and surface water should, in all cases, 
be conducted to the soil pipes, and by the flood, caused by 
every rain, all filth would be effectually removed. At the 
present time, rain as well as waste water from Croton 
hydrants, is in most instances, permitted to drain away in 
the yards, or area way of houses, filling the privies, inun- 
dating cellars, and producing dampness injurious to 
health. 


There are few subjects in connection with sanitary 
matters, requiring more decided action, than the regula- 
tion, by ordinance, of the’ drainage of surface and waste 
water, and the extension and use of a perfect system of 
sewerage. 


SALE OF UNSOUND PROVISIONS. 


The sale of diseased meat is carried on in this city, to 
an alarming extent, and some means should be promptly 
devised of putting an end to a traffic, as nefarious, as it is 
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dangerous to health. The sale is chiefly confined to the 
poorer classes, to whom cheapness of price is an irresis- 
tible inducement, it is sold by quantity in our markets, 
and retailed by hucksters, peddlers, and the proprietors of 
basements in the poorer neighborhoods of our city. As 
a sanitary measure, I have caused the seizure, and sent 
to the offal boat, beef, veal and pork, tested, and found 
to be unsound and unhealthy, but the difficulties against 
doing this by the insufficient ordinances are many, and 
the only effectual mode of striking at the root of the evil, 
would be, to invest officers, selected by the City Inspector, 
with power to take, seize, and prevent the sale of meat 
deemed by them to be unhealthy, and to bring the offend- 
ing parties to justice. The subject is one of vital moment, 
and I submit that a due consideration for the health and 
life of all classes of citizens requires that such appoint- 
ment should be made without delay. 


In the annual. report of 1857, a tabular statement will 
be furnished of the quantities of diseased meat seized by 
order of the City Inspector, with additional relevant in- 
formation. 


REMOVING THE CONTENTS OF PRIVIES. 


It is to some extent the fault of the public, that this 
work is such an insufferable nuisance. It frequently hap- 
pens, that the greater portion of the service has to be 
performed during the warmer months of the year, when 
the exhalations are more intense, and when from the per- 
vading heat, windows are opened through which the odor 
of the night carts is diffused, to the great annoyance of 
the inmates. As by the use of chemical agents, privies 
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can, undoubtedly, be rendered inodorous, I would recom- 
mend the adoption of an ordinance requiring the deodor- 
ization of all sinks, before being emptied, especially 
during the time intervening between the months of 
March and November. The ordinances at present exis- 
tent contemplates that the work should be done during 
the late fall, winter, and early spring months, but from 
the negligence of the owners of property, as already 
stated, this is too generally disregarded, even at a 
pecuniary loss, and additional inconvenience to them- 
selves and families. 


STEAM ENGINES. 


Although not a subject for sanitary comment, yet, as 
complaints have been made to this department, and the 
matter is one which has affected, and may affect human 
life, I would direct your attention to the utility of passing 
some stringent ordinance, for the inspection of the many 
steam engines to be found in operation in our most densely 
populated neighborhoods. The catastrophe in Hague 
street, and the still more recent events, have created 
well grounded apprehensions as to their location in our 
midst, and there is but little room for doubt that old 
and worn out machinery has been recklessly erected 
by small capitalists, endangering life, from explosion, 
and destruction of property front conflagration. The 
evaporation of steam is a minor consideration, yet, never- 
theless, it is also a nuisance, in the estimation of many 
who have made it a subject of comment. 


DANGEROUS BUILDINGS, 


This may be iacluded in the same category with the 
above; proper precautions against accident are not always 
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adopted by those tearing down old and dilapidated houses; 
officers should be appointed to supervise the execution of 
this trust, and obstructions should be more promptly re- 
moved. In the erection of new buildings, and their neces- 
sary excavation, many houses are rendered insecure, but 
over this, and similar subjects of complaint, this depart- 
ment has no jurisdiction, and, as they are constantly in- 
creasing in number, I would recommend the adoption of 
an ordinance, vesting regularly appointed officers, with 
power to cause the removal, or to remove the whole, or 
any part of any house or premises which shall, by compe- 
tent judges, be deemed unsafe or dangerous. 


SANITARY SURVEY. 


The system of examination which I instituted, on my 
first entry into office, has been productive of many advan- 
tages. It has rendered the officers familiar with the 
several localities under their charge, and enabled them to 
ascertain those most requiring their constant surveillance. 
It has brought to light many hidden causes of complaint, 
such as privies leaking into cellars, and similar nuisances, 
and enabled the department to compile a vast amount of 
information otherwise unattainable. There being several 
thousand houses in each ward, and the duties of the Health 
Wardens requiring them to personally visit every house 
in their respective districts, obtain, record and return to 
this office, the name and residence of the owner of every 
house, the number of stories and rooms, the number of 
families in occupancy, the number of adult persons and 
children, and also, comment on the condition of the pre- 
mises, particularly of the yards, sinks, privies, cellars and 
stables, &c.; the sufficiency of ventilation, the various 
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branches of business, if any, carried on, &c.; it may well 
be conjectured that their time is fully and profitably em- 
ployed. Another advantage of this systematic perform- 
ance of duty will be found, in the event of epidemic, or 
pestilential disease appearing in the city. The general 
condition of the localiy, already known to the officer, the 
department may, by reference to the returns, ascertain the 
peculiarities of the neighborhood, and the liability, or 
otherwise, of the sickness to extend; thus its course may 
be traced, and its progress resisted. I anticipate, that in 
this respect alone, the department will in future, (as here- 
tofore), be very much benefited. 





In conclusion, I would state that the additional onerous 
duties imposed upon the head of this department, by the 
recent revision of the city charter, and the consequent 
monopolization of his time, have unavoidably delayed the 
presentation of this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 


GEO. W. MORTON, 
City Inspector. 
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DOCUMENT No. 12, 





BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JUNE 1, 1857. 





The following reports, on the subject of a new thorough- 
fare, west of Broadway, and for the relief of the same, 
were taken up, and twenty-five hundred copies thereof 
directed to be printed, together with the maps and 
plans to be attached to the same, for the use of the 
members, and directed to be laid on the table. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





Whereas, By the great inerease of the population and, 
business in this gity, two thirds of the people living in the 
upper part, who have to travel up town every evening 
from their business, thereby causing a great throng of 
people, and the travel dangerous in the narrow and 
densely crowded thoroughfares; and, 


Whereas, Our citizens, women and children, are in daily 
peril of life and limb, from the over-crowded state of 
Broadway with stages, carriages, carts, and other vehicles, 
it becomes the duty of the Common Council to adopt 
some remedy for the relief of Broadway; and, 
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Whereas, On the west side of Broadway an avenue can 
be made, that will extend from Union square to Battery 
place, one hundred feet wide, which will meet the increas- 
ing wants of the population, and beautify the city; there- 
fore, be it 


Resolved, That the subject be referred to a Special Com- 
mittee of three, to inquire into the probable cost of pre- 
paring a set of maps and specifications for the opening of 
an avenue, one hundred feet wide, commencing on Four- 
teenth street, near Union square, running in a southerly 
direction to Eighth street, to the head of Greene street; 
thence down Greene street to Church street; thence 
through Church street to Fulton street; and thence open- 
ing or cutting through to Trinity place; and thence cut- 
ting through to Battery place, near Greenwich street; and 
that the said Committee report, with all convenient dis- 
patch, the result of their inquiry, and the expediency of 
the measure. 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred the sub- 
ject of an avenue, for the relief of Broadway, respectfully 


submit the following 
REPORT: - . 


The Committee have entered upon the examination of the 
subject, with an earnest conviction of its importance to 
the commercial welfare of the city. They are fully aware, 
of the diversity of opinion which always accompanies a 
project of this nature; rival interests have, at times, 
sought the adoption of this or that scheme of public im- 
provement, with a view to local advantage; while, at 
other times, some of the best plans for city improvements 
have been warmly opposed by sincere and patriotic citi- 





8 (Doc, No. 12. 


zens, who failed to see their importance, or who, perhaps, 
might suffer a pecuniary loss by their adoption. Hence 
your Committee, (without reference to any previous views 
which they might have entertained,) have been careful to 
examine into all the facts bearing upon the subject, both 
as regards the interests of individuals, and the paramount 
interests of the public at large, in order that they might 
submit to the Board a clear, unbiased opinion. 


This question of relieving Broadway, is, by no means, 
a new one; it has been a fruitful topic of newspaper dis- 
cussion for years. It has been repeatedly referred to in 
the messages of the Mayor to the Common Council; 
schemes of every description have been suggested by per- 
sons more ingenious than practical; some for «rial rail- 
ways, others for subterranean passages; and, it isa mat- 
ter of surprise, that while so much has been said nothing 
has been done. Your Committee trust, however, that 
their efforts may not be equally fruitless, but that they 
shall be able to set forth such facts in the matter as, 
while carrying conviction, will induce immediate action. 


To be properly understood, the subject should be di- 
vested of any thing like a local character, for it concerns 
the entire commercial interests of the city, and should be 
regarded in connection with its future growth. Legis- 
lation, to be of any value, should not be confined to the 
correction of the evils of to-day, but should look to the 
wants and necessities of the future. Too, much of our 
legislation has been characterized by a temporizing and 
short-sighted policy. 

The rapid growth and extraordinary prosperity of the 
city of New York finds no parallel in history; but yester- 
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day a mere hamlet, it is to-day the emporium of the West- 
ern continent. A nucleus of a few trading-houses has by 
a rapid growth become the entrepot of a world-wide 
commerce. The narrow lanes, which were once a reflex 
of the social character of the worthy burgomasters, whose 
residences were built upon them, have become the marts 
of a commerce which every day feels more and more the 
stifling effect of their contracted character. In the gradual 
growth of the human frame nature provides for the in- 
creased circulation which is necessary to existence, and 
we should not be blind to her precepts. The streets and 
avenues of a city are the arteries through which the cur- 
rent of its vitality circulates. If those arteries become 
too contracted that vitality suffers, and unless a remedy is 
provided decay must follow. The narrow tongue of land 
which forms the lower extremity of the island of New 
York, and upon which its enormous commerce is concen- 
trated, presents, at the present moment, the extraordinary 
spectacle of what might be fitly termed a plethora of pros- 
perity, so inadequate are the means 6f communication to 
the amount of merchandise which is transported through 
them. It is not possible that such a state of things can 
long continue without materially affecting the business 
prosperity of the city. The eageriess with which the 
merchants seek to locate themselves upon the lately 
widened streets, shows how seriously they have felt the 
evil. The truth is that narrow streets are a curse to any 
city. They are too generally the abodes of vice and 
crime. In them an ordinary sickness spreads into a pest- 
ilence and a fire into a conflagration. They are always 
filthy in summer and generally blocked up with snow in 
winter. They are not fit for business purposes for they 
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stifle commerce, nor for residences for they breed disease. 
Wide streets, on the contrary, are more healthy and cheer- 
ful for residence, and more useful and valuable for busi- 
ness purposes. There is less danger from fire, as the 
flames cannot spread across the street. They are cleaner 
in summer, and are never impassable in winter. The dif- 
ference in the value of property on wide and narrow 
streets, all other things being equal, is very great. But 
aside from the ordinary advantages of wide streets, their 
necessity as a provision for the great and increasing com- 
merce of a city so peculiarly situated as is the city of New 
York, is paramount to any other. Nearly four thousand 
miles of railroad have here their immediate terminus, and 
stretch out by their connections west, south and east into 
every state in the union, and north into Canada, bringing 
the united products of the country to New York as an 
entrepot for shipment to all the ports of the world, and 
in turn receiving here the products of every clime, these 
railroads distribute them to every town and village of the 
continent. 


Every year adds its millions of increase to the business 
of our merchants; new palaces of industry are rising up on 
every hand, and so it will go on; capital will continue to 
seek here an investment and labor its reward, and a few 
years will find here a city rivaling in population, opulence 
and splendor any city of ancient or modern times! If 
there are those who doubt it, let them look back at the 
progress of the city for the last thirty years. 


In 1826 the number of inhabitants was one hundred 
and fifty thousand, and the estimated value of taxable pro- 
perty one hundred million dollars. 
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In 1856 the number of inhabitants was seven hundred 
thousand, and the estimated value of taxable property five 
hundred million dollars. 


At this rate of increase, in thirty years the number of 
inhabitants will exceed two millions, and the value of 
property exceed three billion dollars. 


But the most striking increase exhibited is that of the 
commerce of this port during the last ten years, as shown 
in the following statements: 


Sraremenr, exhibiting the value of Specie, Free and Dutiable Merchan- 
dise imported in American and Foreign Vessels into the Port of New 
York, for the year ending December 31st, 1846: 








MERCHANDISE. 
‘TOTAL 
SPECIE. Free. | DUTiABLE. | DOLLARS. 


$601,446 | $9,748,481 | $55,460,609 | $65,810,536 
254,991 | 1,375,889 | 7,669,158 | 9,300,340 





By American vessels, 
“ “Foreign 











Total dollars. $956,440 | $11,124,369 | $63,130,067 | $75,110,875 





Sraveuenr, exhibiting the value of Specie, Free and Dutiable Merchan- 
dise imported in American and Foreign Vessels into the Port of New 
York, for the year ending December Slst, 1856: 



































MERCHANDISE. 
i TOTAL 
SPECIE. FREE. | putranne. | poLLans. 
By American vessels, $1,216 982 | $15,289,201 | $142,477,774) $158,963,907 
“Foreign 567,493 | 1,915,211 | 48,517,132] 50,999,836 
Total dollars... $1,814,425 | $17,154,412 | §190,094,906) $209,963,743 








showing an increase in ten years of one hundred and 
thirty-four millions, eight hundred and fifty-two thousand, 
eight hundred and sixty-eight dollars. At this rate the 
commerce of this port will in thirty years be one billion 
seven hundred and fifty million dollars. The simple ques- 
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tion arises how. is this vast business to be accommodated? 
But setting aside this striking array of facts and forgetting, 
if possible, the wants and necessities of the future, tho 
arguments derived from local and present necessities are 
sufficient in themselves to demand the immediate com- 
mencement of the proposed improvement. The commerce 
as it now exists is concentrated below Canal street, and 
the only direct avenue of communication between the 
transverse streets is Broadway, which is but seventy-five 
feet in width, from which, deducting the sidewalks, leaves 
82% feet of roadway. Some idea of the number of vehicles 
which are daily crowded into this thoroughfare may be 
formed from the fact that there are licensed this year 
five hundred and ninety-four hacks, four thousand five 
hundred carts and one hundred and ninety express 
wagons; besides these there are seventeen lines of stages 
running into Broadway, the whole number of stages being 
five hundred and fifty, which, averaging eight trips per 
day, makes the total number of stages in that thorough- 
fare, during the day, four thousand four hundred; and al- 
lowing that but two thirds of other licensed vehicles 
operate below Canal street and that -but half of them 
use Broadway, it would give, with the usual number of 
trips made by these vehicles, a total of twenty-three 
thousand vehicles in that street during the course of the 
day. 

The transverse streets are for the most part built up 
with warehouses, five and six stories high; in many of 
them there is a different kind of business transacted on 
every floor, Carts are constantly depositing and re- 
ceiving at these buildings their loads, which are invaria- 
bly transported through Broadway. 
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At the foot of Barclay street, there is a ferry to Ho- 
boken; at the foot of Cortlandt street, a ferry to Jersey 
city; at the Battery, two ferries to Staten Island, and 
two ferries to Brooklyn; at the foot of Wall street, an- 
other ferry to Brooklyn, and at the foot of Fulton street, 
east side, still another ferry to Brooklyn; and at the Peck 
slip a ferry to Williamsburgh. These ferries, through- 
out the entire day, pour into the city, and as a matter of 
course, into Broadway, a constant stream of vehicles and 
foot passengers. 


Again, at the foot of Vesey street, North river, is 
Washington market, and at the foot of Fulton street, 
East river, is Fulton market. These markets supply 
most of the food of every description which is consumed 
by the inhabitants and the thousand of transient resi- 
dents at the hotels. This is distributed by means of innu- 
merable carts and wagons, which go through Broadway, 
asthe only direct route to the upper part of the city. 


The consequence of all this is that Broadway, from 
morning till night, from Canal street to the Battery, is a 
mingled mass of pedestrians and vehicles struggling and 
surging—sometimes wedged in and stopped for hours, 
then moving on in wild and reckless confusion beyond 
the power or control of the numerous policemen whose 
chief attention must be directed to the preservation of 
human life. 


The daily exhibition of cruelty to animals; the curses 
and execrations which fill the air—are revolting to every 
sense, 


The Committee deem it unnecessary to enlarge on 
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these facts, they are present to every citizen. The existence 
of the evil is known to all, and all alike feel the necessity 
ofaremedy. How this can be most economically applied, 
and at the same time be lasting and effectual, is the ques- 
tion which your Committee deem to be the one which 
they are called upon to examine. 


In the first place, it is generally conceded that Broad- 
way will always remain what it is now—the principal 
throughfare. By its location, it is the axis of the island, 
while custom has made it the mart of the city. To at- 
tempt, if it were possible, to form a rival avenue, would 
bein the highest degree reprehensible, as it is not for 
legislation to change the current of trade for the benefit, or 
to the injury of individual citizens. The proposed improve- 
ment, on the contrary, is the only means by which Broad- 
way will be able to maintain its existing character, for 
without it that street will soon become absolutely im- 
passable. 


The remedy, to be lasting, effectual and economical, lies 
in the widening of some continuous line of street parallel 
and contiguous to Broadway. That all of these conditions 
should be embraced in the proposed remedy, the Com- 
mittee do not deem it necessary to argue; they speak for 
themselves, and unless they are fulfilled, the remedy will 
not be accomplished. 


In seeking, therefore, for a route which will fulfill these 
conditions, the Committee find that on the east side of 
Broadway the character of the streets is so irregular, and 
the angles which they make with each other so variable, 
that nothing but an entirely new avenue would subserve 
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the purpose—and such an avenue, while involving an 
enormous outlay, would at the same time divide the pro- 
perty into so many small and irregularly shaped gores as 
to be in the higest degree injurious to its value. 


On the west side of Broadway, the Committee find that 
Church and Greene streets present an almost continuous 
line; that they are parallel to Broadway and contiguous 
to it, and that no other street or streets, on that side, 
offer the same advantages. Besides, these streets are too 
narrow for the local business now fast crowding upon 
them, and would, in avery short time, require to be 
widened for that purpose, even disregarding their adapta- 
bility to the purposes of a thoroughfare. With regard to 
the width which would be necessary for the proposed 
avenue, the Committee are of the opinion that seventy- 
five feet would be sufficient, for the reason that it would 
simply divide the travel with Broadway, while a greater 
width would have the effect to diminish too much the size 
of the-blocks fronting on the above-named streets. 


The Committee recommend that the widening should 
be made on the westerly side of those streets, since ex- 
perience has shown it to be most judicious to widen on 
one side in preference to both; and to widen Church 
street on the easterly side, would necessitate the removal 
of the large and expensive buildings of the City Hos- 
pital. 


In addition to the widening of these streets, it is, in the 
opinion of the Committee, necessary that they should be 
extended—Greene street to Fourteenth street, and Church 
street to Battery place, through Trinity place. The 
houses along the line of the proposed improvement, are 
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for the most part of an inferior description. A few 
buildings have been recently erected at the intersections 
of Church street, with several of the lateral streets; re- 
garding Church street in the light of a convenient alley— 
beginning at Fourteenth street, the northerly end of the 
proposed route, we find that from there to Highth street, 
the buildings to-be removed are, with a few exceptions, 
old style of dwelling-houses. 


In Greene street, from Eighth street to Canal street, 
the buildings are for the most part two story dwellings, 
of an inferior description. There are but three new 
buildings on the westerly side of the strect. 


In Church street, from Canal to Thomas street, the 
buildings are old, of an inferior description, and have a 
very bad class of tenants; from Thomas street to Bar- 
clay street some new buildings have been erected. In ex- 
tending Church, from Barclay to Liberty, there would be 
as many old buildings removed as new, and the widening 
of Trinity place is immediately demanded as a sanitary 
measure. Thus the proposed avenue would, in the aggre- 
gate, be of the greatest possible local benefit to the prop- 
erty along the route, while it would enhance the value of 
the entire section of the city through which it would 
pass, affording, at the same time, the long-wished-for re- 
lief to Broadway. 

The Committee can see no reason why the improvement 
should not be immediately commenced. A discrimination, 
as to the time of removal, might be made in favor of those 
buildings which have been erected during the last five 
years; besides, the Commissioners of Assessment, to be 
appointed by the Supreme Court, would occupy some time 
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in their labors, which would afford all parties that time, 
without which their individual interests might suffer. 
But let the enactment be’ recorded, and preparations be 
immediately made to carry it into effect. The matter has 
been too long delayed, and the time for energetic action 
has arrived. The reasons for this improvement are be- 
coming daily more and more powerful, while the cost will 
never be less. Twenty years ago there was not a house 
above Canal street worth more than three hundred dol- 
lars, along the whole of the: proposed route. Ordinary 
foresight would have caused the improvement to be made 
at that time; we have now to make up for past negli- 
gence; let us not, by delay, add to the cost. 


In concluding this report, the Committee do not feel 
that their labors are at an end. While the object of their 
investigation has been to determine an absolute remedy 
for a positive evil, the conclusions to which they have 
arrived are such that they are not willing to rest until 
the subject has been fully discussed, and a decided course 
adopted, 


In order that the owners of property, and all persons 
interested in the subject, might have an opportunity to 
express their views and opinions, the Committee caused 
advertisements to be inserted in the daily papers of the 
city, to the effect that they would meet at the City Hall, 
to hear all persons interested. 


In accordance with the said advertisements, the Com- 
mittee held three successive meetings, at which appeared 
numerous citizens, who were invited by the Committee to 
express themselves freely on the subject, as the Commit- 
tee were anxious to receive all the information which 
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could be given to them, with regard to the most feasible 
route for an avenue to relieve Broadway. It was gener- 
ally conceded, by those who presented themselves before 
the Committee, that relief of some kind was absolutely 
necessary, and many owners of property stated that they 
were ready to submit to a personal sacrifice to accom- 
plish the object. The question was simply, which was the 
most practicable route? Upon this there was, as a mat- 
ter of course, a difference of opinion, arising from the 
different manner in which the subject was regarded by 
diiferent individuals, some gentlemen conceiving that the 
reason for so many vehicles seeking Broadway, was the 
diminished friction afforded by a smooth pavement; others 
that it was the Hudson river transportation business, 
which would be directed byan avenue near that river. 
For these and other reasons, several gentleman indicated 
different routes, as being such as would afford the neces- 
sary relief. Some suggested the widening of Wooster 
and Church; others the widening of College place and 
extension to Greenwich street, connecting, through West 
Broadway, with Wooster street, as widened, or with Lau- 
rens street widened and extended through Washington 
square to Fifth avenue, while the route through Greene 
and Church streets, was warmly advocated. 


The Committee find, however, that none of the routes 
indicated, with the exception of the last, fulfill the condi- 
tions which, in the opinion of the Committee, must neces- 
sarily be fulfilled in order to accomplish the object de 
sired. They have found no reason to alter their opinion 
with regard to the causes for the presentistate of Broad- 
way. They see no objections to widening all the streets 
mentioned, for they believe that wide streets are necessary 


Doc. No. 14.) 14 


to the health and prosperity of the city; but for the im- 
mediate, effective and permanent relief of Broadway and 
the adjoining streets, your Committee are more and more 
convinced that nothing but a wide, continuous avenue, 
contiguous to and parallel to Broadway, will suffice; and 
such an avenue, the Committee believe, can be formed 
only by the widening of Greene and Church streets, and 
the extension of the latter to Battery place, and they 
recommend the adoption, by this Board, of that route, as 
the most practicable means of relieving Broadway. 


The Committee, therefore, recommend the following 
route for an avenue for the relief of Broadway: 


Beginning at the southerly side of Highth street, and 
widening Greene street on the westerly side, a sufficient 
distance to make it seventy-five feet wide, and widening 
Church street on the easterly side, from Lispenard street 
to Fulton street, a sufficient distance to make it seventy- 
five feet wide,and widening Church street, from Lispenard 
street to Canal street,to the full width of seventy-five feet, 
and in such a manner that the easterly side, as widened, 
shall conform to aline drawn from the northeasterly corner 
of Greene and Canal streets to a point on the northerly 
side of Lispenard street, thirty-five feet distant from 
Church street, as it at present exists; and that Church 
street be extended, as so widened, in a direct line to Cort- 
landt street, and that from Cortlandt to Liberty street it 
be extended to the full width of seventy-five feet, and in 
such a manner that the easterly line of said extension 
shall conform to a line drawn from a point on the north- 
erly side of Cortlandt, where it is intersected by the 
easterly line of such extension of Church street to a 
point on the northerly side of Liberty street, where it is 
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intersected by the prolongation of the easterly line of 
Trinity place; and that Trinity place be widened on the 
westerly side, to a sufficient width to make it seventy-five 
feet wide, and that it be extended, as so widened, ina 
direct line to Battery place. 


And the Committee would also state that, if in the judg- 
ment of the Common Council, the citizens and prop- 
erty holders on the proposed line will not agree to such 
improvement, on account of the vast expense and destruc- 
tion of property that would accrue, your Committee, un- 
der such a contingency, would recommend that Church 
street be extended through Fulton, Dey, Cortlandt and 
Liberiy streets, of the same width of Church street, and 
widen Trinity place on the west side, of the width of 
Church street, and cutting through to Battery place. 


And also your Commitiee would recommend that Col- 
lege place be extended through the same width, to Green- 
wich street; thus opening two leading thoroughfares, and 
relieving Broadway, answering all purposes, and your 
Committee must say,a very practicable and cheap remedy 
for the relief of Broadway. 


The Committee would also recommend that the above 
streets be paved with Belgian, or other square pavement, 
and accordingly submit for adoption the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the subject of opening a new avenue, 
west of Broadway, be referred to the Board of Council- 
men, together with the report of the Special Committee 
of the Board of Aldermen, and that the Board of Coun- 
cilmen be respectfully requested to take early action in 


the matter. 
WM. WILSON, Committee. 
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The undersigned, of the Special Committee, to whom 
was referred the preamble and resolution in relation to 
making some provision for the relief of Broadway by the 
opening of a new avenue or otherwise, respectfully 


REPORTS: 


That as a member of the said Committee, he has given 
the subject so referred that degree of attention and consi- 
deration which its importance demanded. He has at- 
tended the several meetings of the Committee called for 
the purpose of affording the citizens an opportunity of ex- 
pressing their views in relation to this subject of public 
improvement, which has so engrossed the time and atten- 
tion of all those who are, and have been interested in the 
advancement of the interests of our citizens and business 
men, and in devising some plan which will, as nearly 
as possible, effectually relieve the crowded state of 
Broadway. 


Without entering into a detailed and lengthy statement 
of the number and description of plans that have been 
proposed, from time to time, for this object but as has 
been remarked in a previous report on this subject, setting 
aside the great array of facts that could be adduced in 
favor of this scheme and against that one, and forgetting, 
if possible, the wants and necessities of the future, the ar- 
guments derived from local and present demands are suffi- 
ciently cogent of themselves to warrant the immediate 
commencement of that plan which will have for its ob- 
ject the proposed improvement. 


He, therefore, presents to the Board the following 
views, condensed, as the result of much time and consi- 
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deration devoted to this subject with a view of arriving 
at a conclusion which shall contain, as he is impelled to 
believe, the most practicable and economical plan for 
the object to be attained. 


The undersigned would respectfully dissent from the 
plan proposed by the member of the Special Committee 
whose report is now before your Honorable Body, and 
submit the following as designed to meet the requirements 
of the case with as little labor and expense as will accord 
with an improvement of this nature. 


Open an avenue west of Broadway, from Union square 
to the South ferry, as follows:—University place, from 
Fourteenth street to Waverley place would forma part of 
said avenue, it being now seventy-five feet wide and would 
need no alteration. Wooster street is now fifty feet wide 
extending to Canal street; it could be widened twenty- 
five feet on the west side, then, by crossing Canal street at 
right angles with said street and running through two 
blocks, the avenue would strike West Broadway at Wal- 
ker street. West Broadway is of sufficient width to 
Chambers street and needs no alteration. College place, 
on the east side, is on a direct line with West Broadway 
and is sixty feet wide to Barclay street, and by taking off 
fifteen feet on its west side it would be seventy-five feet 
wide; then extend College place, ona direct line, through 
two blocks and part of a third, and it would enter Green- 
wich street, between Fulton and Dey streets. Widen 
Greenwich street on the east side to Battery place, 
making it seventy-five feet wide. Take off the point of 
the Battery at the intersection of Battery place and State 
street; remoye the sidewalk on State street and lay it in- 
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. side of the railing; set back the eurb stone within a pro- 
per distance from the railing through to Whitehall street, 
thus making a fine avenue from Fourteenth street to the 
South ferry seventy-five feet wide, which will answer 
every purpose and at about one third of the expense which 
will be consequent upon the proposed improvement as 
specified in the report on this subject. 


To pave the same with block pavement will give all the 
relief necessary and at the same time improve the property 
on the line through which the new avenue passes. 

‘The undersigned is satisfied that this is decidedly the 
best and most economical plan to be adopted, and one 
that will meet with general approbation, as the property 
taken and destroyed would not exceed the sum of one and 
a half million of dollars, while that recommended in the 
other report will involve the destruction of five millions 
of dollars, a large proportion of which would necessarily 
be assessed on the city at large. 

The undersigned believes that should the plan here 
suggested be carried out, all the relief necessary will be 
afforded and at the same time the city adorned and bene- 
fitted with another avenue, one of the finest and most use- 
ful in the city. 

The following resolution is therefore submitted for the 
consideration of the Board: 

Resolved, That it is proper and expedient that an avenue, 
west of Broadway, should be immediately opened for the 
relief of that thoroughfare, in accordance with the within 


description. 
WILLIAM TUCKER, 


of the Special Committee. 


DOCUMENT No. 13. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JUNE 18, 1857. 


The following report of the Committee on the Croton 
Aqueduct Department, non-concurring with the Board 
of Councilmen in the draft of an ordinance relative to 
re-organizing the Croton Department, and in favor of 
the ordinance, as amended by this Board, creating an 
additional bureau, was received, laid on the table and 
directed to be printed. 


D. T, VALENTINE, Clerk. 





The Committee on the Croton Aqueduct Department, 
to whom was referred the annexed report of the Special 
Committee of the Board of Councilmen relative to re- 
organizing the Croton Department, respectfully 


REPORT: 


That they have carefully considered the subject, and have 
prepared a draft of ordinances creating a new bureau, to 
be called the Bureau of Pavements, the draft prepared by 
your Committee being a substitute for the one passed by 
the Board of Councilmen, and which is hereto annexed. 
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Your Committee in view of the same recommend a non- 
concurrence with the Board of Councilmen, and offer for 
adoption the following resolution : 


Resolved, That this Board do non-concur with the Board 
of Councilmen, and that the ordinances, as amended by 
the Committee of the Board of Aldermen, be and the same 
are hereby adopted. 

PETER ovis, t Committee 


JAMES OWENS, 


on 
‘WM. COULTER, Croton Aquedict. 


AN ORDINANCE 
10 RE-ORGANIZE THE CROTON AQUEDUCT DEPARTMENT. 
Be it ordained by the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the city of New York. in Common Council convened: 
Articie I—Or THe Croron Aquepuct DEPARTMENT AND 
its BUREAUX GENERALLY. 
IIl—Or tue Croron Aquepuct Boarp. 
T1l—Or tue Bureaux In THE Croron AQquepucT 
DEPARTMENT. 
TV—Or Sewers. Drains anp Vauuts. 


ARTICLE I. 


OF THE CROTON AQUEDUCT DEPARTMENT AND ITS BURBAUX 
GENERALLY. 

§1. The Croton Aqueduct Department is invested by 
the laws of this state with the following powers and 
duties: 2 

1. With the direction and settlement of all suits, claims 
and demands against the Corporation or against the 

Water Commissioners of the city of New York, created 
by the act for the appointment of Water Commission- 
ers by the Governor and Senate, for the city of New 

York, passed May 12, 1834. 

. With ‘the charge of the Croton Aqueduct, and all 
structures and works, and property connected with 
the supply and distribution of water to the city of 
New York, and the underground drainage of the 
same; and of the public sewers of the city; and the 
collection of the revenues arising from the sale of the 
water, with such other powers and duties as shall or 
may be prescribed by law. 
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3. With the preservation of the Croton lake and waters; 
with the preservation of the banks of the Croton 
river from injuries or nuisances; with the execution 
of such measures as may be necessary to preserve’ 
and increase the quantity of water, and keep it pure; 
with the management, preservation and repairs of the 
dam, gates, aqueduct, high bridge, reservoirs, mains, 
pipes, pipe-yard, and property of every description 
belonging to the water-works; and they shall have 
the construction of such new works, and the purchase 
and laying down of such mains and pipes as the Com- 
mon Council my authorize; and also the construction, 
repairs and cleansing of all the sewers and under- 
ground drains, but subject to the orders and direc- 
tions of the Common Council, as to the times and 
places of building new sewers, and to the general 
plan which has been, or may be adopted for the sewer- 
age and drainage of the city. They shall be respon- 
sible for the supply of water, and the good order and 
security of all the works, from the Croton lake to 
the city, inclusive; for the exactness and durability 
of the structures which may be erected, and of the 
daily work to be performed, and for the sufliciency of 
the supply in the pipe-yard to meet every casualty, 
an(l for the fidelity, care and attention of all persons 
employed by the department in watching the works, 
and in making constructions and repairs; and shall 
inspect thoroughly the interior of the aqueduct, and 
make the necessary repairs at least twice in each year. 


4, With the construction and repairs of wells, the pav- 
ing, repaving and repairing of street pavements, and 
with the construction of vaults, under the authority 


5 (Doe. No. 18. 


of such ordinances as may be passed by the Common 
Council. 

§ 2. There shall be three bureaux in the Croton Aque- 

duct Department: 

1. A bureau for the collection of the revenue derived 
from the sale of the Croton water, to be called the 
Bureau of Water Rents. 

2. A bureau for the superintendence of the laying and 
repairing the water-pipes, and for the construction, 
repairing and cleaning of the sewers, underground 
drains, and wells and pumps, to be called the Bu- 
reau of Pipes and Sewers. 

8. A bureau of repairing streets. 


ARTICLE Il. 
OF THE CROTON AQUEDUCT BoaRD. 

§ 8. The chief officers of the Croton Aqueduct Board 
shall be called the President, Engineer and Assistant 
Commissioner. 

$4. The President shall cause to be presented in the 
Board of Aldermen for confirmation the names of all per- 
sons nominated as the head of any bureau; and all works 
authorized under this ordinance shall in like manner be 
submitted for confirmation. 

§ 5. All contracts for materials or work for the Croton 
Aqueduct, or for the construction, repairing or cleansing 
of sewers and underground drains, shall be made by the 
Croton Aqueduct Board, in accordance with the provisions 
of the amended charter passed April 14, 1857, and bonds 
for the faithful performance thereof, shall be taken and 
approved by them. 
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§6. All moneys payable by the Corporation, for the 
performance of the contracts mentioned in the last sec- 
tion, or for work done by authority of the Croton 
Aqueduct Department, and all bills or accounts for the 
salaries of the officers and men attached thereto, and for 
blank books, paper and contingencies of the department, 
shall be paid by the warrant of the Comptroller, upon 
the requisition of the Croton Aqueduct Board, against 
the appropriation applicable thereto; and all such con- 
tracts and accounts shall be kept and filed in the office of 
the Comptroller, as provided for in the twenty-second 
section of the charter of 1857. 


§ 7. No new works connected with the Croton Aque- 
duct shall be constructed, nor shall any mains or pipes be 
purchased or laid down, or new sewers constructed, except 
with the authority of the Common Council; and except, 
also, that in case of any unexpected casualty or damage 
to the pipes, reservoirs or other structures connected 
with the aqueduct, the Croton Aqueduct Board shall take 
immediate measures for the preservation and repair of the 
same, the expense of which shall be paid on their requisi- 
tion, by the warrant of the Comptroller; but an account 
of such expenses in detail shall monthly be reported to 
both Boards of the Common Council. 


§ 8. All public sewers, drains and pavements in any of 
the streets, avenues, or public places of the city, shall be 
under the charge of the Croton Aqueduct Board, who 
shall keep the same in good order and condition, and 
clean and free from obstructions; and shall cause such 
repairs to be made to them and to the receiving basins, 
culverts and openings connected therewith, as may, from 
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time to time become necessary; also all digging and con- 
structing of wells; the construction and repairing of 
wells and pumps. 


§ 9. All pavements in any of the streets, avenues or 
public places in the city, shall be under the charge of the 
Croton Aqueduct Board, who shall keep the same in good 
order and condition, and shall cause such repairs to be 
made to them as may, from time to time, become neces- 
sary. 

ARTICLE III. 
OF THE BUREAU OF THE CROTON AQUEDUCT DEPARTMENT. 


Cuarrer I—Tue Bureau or Warer Rents. 
Il—Tue Bureau or Pipes, Sewers AND PAvE- 
MENTS. 
CHAPTER 1, 
THE BUREAU OF WATER RENTS. 

§ 10. This bureau, of which the Water Register is the 
chief officer, is charged with the duty of collecting the 
revenues derived from the sale of the Croton water, and 
has the especial charge and superintendence of the ac- 
counts of the bureau under the direction of the Croton 
Aqueduct Board. 

§ 11. The Water Register, before entering upon the 
duties of his office, shall execute a bond to the Corpora- 
tion, with two sufficient sureties, to be approved by the 
Comptroller, in the penal sum of fifteen thousand dollars, 
conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of 
his office. He shall receive an-annual salary of two thou- 
sand dollars. 

§ 12. He shall, on Thursday of each week, render to 
the Comptroller an account, under oath, item by item, of 
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all moneys received by him, containing the names of the 
persons from whom they were received, the amounts 
received, and on what account, and when paid, and shall 
thereupon pay over the amount so received to the Cham- 
berlain. 


$18. There shall be in this bureau a Deputy Register 
who shall receive an annual salary of one thousand five 
hundred dollars; and six clerks, who shall receive an an- 
nual salary of one thousand two hundred dollars each. 

§14. The Deputy Register shall superintend, under the 
direction of the Register, the issuing of permits for the 
use of the water, and shall generally assist the Register 
in the performance of his duties. 


415. The clerks shall respectively prepare and copy 
such papers appertaining to this bureau, as may be direct- 
ed by the Water Register, and shall generally perform 
such other duties connected therewith as may be assigned 
them by that officer. 


OHAPTER II. 
THE BUREAU OF PIPES AND SEWERS. 

$15. This bureau, of which the Water Purveyor shall 
be the chief officer, is charged with the superintendence 
of the laying and repairing of the water pipes, and the 
construction, repairing and cleaning of the sewers and 
underground drains, and granting permits for street vaults, 
and constructing wells. 

$16. The Water Purveyor shall, before entering upon 
the duties of his office, execute a bond to the Corporation, 
with one or more sureties to be approved by the Comp- 
troller, in the penal sum of five thousand dollars, con- 
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ditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of his 
office; he shall receive an annual salary of two thousand 
dollars. 


$17. He shall make all estimates necessary to the lay- 
ing and repairing of the water pipes, and the construc- 
tion, repairing and cleaning of the sewers and under- 
ground drains, and constructing wells, when required by 
the Common Council or the Croton Aqueduct Board. 


§18. He shall keep correct accounts of the time of the 
men employed, and the work upon which they are en- 
gaged, and the expense attending the same, when it is not 
done by contract, and shall report the same, under oath, 
once in two weeks, to the Common Council and Croton 
Aqueduct Board. 


§ 19. He shall examine, andit and certify to the Croton 
Aqueduct Board, all accounts for supplies furnished, or 
work done under his supervision, and as to the fulfillment 
or breach of any contract to be formed under his direc- 
tion. 

§ 20. He shall, from time to time, examine the state of 
the water pipes, sewers and underground drains, and re- 
pairs- thereof, which, in his judgment, may be necessary, 
and report the same to the Croton Aqueduct Board. 


§ 21. He shall, in all matters connected with his bureau, 
be under the control, direction and supervision of the 
Croton Aqueduct Board; and, in addition to the duties 
prescribed by this chapter, shall perform such other duties 
appertaining to the Croton Aqueduct Department as may 
be required of him by that Board. 


§ 22, He shall take charge of, oversee and superintend 
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the execution of all ordinances of the Common Council 
in relation to granting of all permits for street vaults. . 
§ 23. He shall, in all matters connected with this bureau, 
be under the control, direction, and supervision of the 
Croton Aqueduct Board, who may approve or disapprove 
all accounts certified by him, and by whom alone all re- 
quisitions upon the Comptroller for the payment thereof 
shall be drawn. 
i § 24. The Water Purveyor shall appoint, with the con- 
sent of the Croton Aqueduct Board, a Deputy Water 
Purveyor, whose duty shall be to attend all fires, and re- 
pairing and cleaning all sewers, and such other duties as 
shall be assigned to him by the Water Purveyor; he shall 
receive an annual salary of one thousand five hundred 
dollars. There shall be one Contract Clerk, who shall 
prepare all contracts for work done, under the authority 
of the Croton Aqueduct Board; and shall keep, in books, 
to be provided for that purpose, suitable records thereof, 
and perform such other duties as may be directed by the 
Croton Aqueduct Board, and shall receive an annual 
salary of one thousand five hundred dollars. There shall 
be two clerks in this bureau, who shall perform such 
duties as may be assigned to them by the Water Purveyor, 
who shall receive an annual salary of one thousand dol- 
lars each: 


ARTICLHIV. 
CHAPTER I. 
I.—OF SEWERS AND DRAINS. 


§ 25. The Croton Aqueduct Board shall prescribe the 
mode of piercing or opening any of the sewers or drains, 
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and the form, size and material of which connections made 
therewith shall be composed. 


§ 26. They may grant permission to persons to con- 
struct, at their own expense, sewers or drains, or to lay 
pipes to connect with any sewers or drains built in any of 
the streets or avenues in the city, on being furnished with 
the written consent of the owners of a majority of the prop- 
erty upon the street through which the sewer, drain or pipe 
is to pass; but such permission shall not be granted, ex- 
cept upon the agreement, in writing, of the persons apply- 
ing therefor, that they shall comply with the ordinances 
in relation to excavating the streets; that they will in- 
demnify the Corporation for any damage or costs to which 
they may be put by reason of injuries resulting from ne- 
glect or carelessness in performing the work so permitted, 
and that no claim will be made by them on their succes- 
sors in interest against the Corporation, if the work so 
permitted be taken up by authority of the Common Coun- 
cil, or for exemption from an assessment lawfully imposed 
for constructing sewers or drains in the same vicinity; 
and upon the further condition that the Common Council 
may at any time revoke such permission and direct such 
sewers, drains or pipes to be taken up or removed. 


§ 27. If any connection or opening be made into any 
sewer or drain, without the permission authorized in the 
last section, or ina mode different from that prescribed 
therefor, the person making such connection or opening, 
and the owners directing it, shall respectively be liable 
to a penalty of fifty dollars. 


§ 28. All openings into sewers or drains for the pur- 
pose of making a connection therewith, from any house, 
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cellar, vault, yard or other premises, shall be made by 
persons to be licensed, in writing, for the purpose, by the 
Croton Aqueduct Board. 

§ 31. Every person who shall be licensed, as provided 
in the last section, shall, before performing any work au- 
thorized thereby, execute a bond to the Corporation, in 
such a sum as the Croton Aqueduct Board may prescribe, 
with one or more sufficient sureties, to be approved by the 
President of the Board, conditioned that he will faithfully 
make the openings into such sewers or drains; that he 
will leave no obstructions of any description whatever 
therein; that he will properly close up the sewers or 
drains so opened; that he will make no opening into the 
arch of any sewer or drain; that he will properly restore 
the earth or pavement taken up for excavating, and re- 
paye the same, should it settle or become out of order 
within three months thereafter, or if he fail to do so 
within twenty-four hours after being notified thereof, that 
it may be repaved at his expense, by direction of the 
Croton Aqueduct Board; that he will comply with the 
ordinances in relation to excavating the streets, and that 
he will indemnify the Corporation for damages or costs 
to which they may be put, by reason of injuries resulting 
from neglect or carelessness in making such opening, or 
in performing any work connected therewith. 

82. There shall be paid to the President of the Croton 
Aqueduct Board, for the use of the Corporation, for every 
permit to connect with a sewer or drain from any house, 
store or building, the sum of ten dollars; and for every 
hotel, boarding house or public building, covering more 
than twenty-five feet by fifty feet, an additional sum in 
that proportion. 


13 (Doe. No. 18. 


§ 88. There shall be paid to the President of the Oro- 
ton Aqueduct Board, for the use of the Corporation, for 
every permit to connect with a sewer or drain from a 
manufactory, brewery, distillery, or the like, for the pur- 
pose of carrying off water or fluid which shall not deposit 
sediment or obstruction, such sum as shall be fixed by the 
Croton Aqueduct Board. 


§ 84. Any person obtaining a permit as provided in the 
last section, who shall permit any substance which shall 
form a deposit or obstruction in a sewer, drain or receiy- 
ing basin to flow into the same, shall be liable to a penalty 
of fifty dollars for cach offence. 


§ 85. The President of the Croton Aqueduct Board 
shall keep a record of all permits granted by that Board 
for connections with sewers or drains, in which he shall 
enter the names of all persons from whom he may receive 
money for such permits, with the amount received from 
each person, and the time when it was received. He 
shall render an account thereof, under oath, item by item, 
to the Comptroller, on Thursday of each week, and shall 
thereupon pay over the amount so received to the Cham- 
berlain. He shall also, thereupon, receive from the 
Chamberlain a voucher for the payment thereof, which 
he shall forthwith, on the same day, exhibit to the Comp- 
troller, and shall, at the same time, leave with him a copy 
thereof. 


§ 86. There shall be a general clerk to the Croton 
Aqueduct Board, who shall perform such duties as shall 
be assigned to him by the said Croton Aqueduct Board, 
and shall receive an annual salary of one thousand five 
hundred dollars, and give bonds for the faithful perform- 
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ance of his duties in the penal sum of five thousand 
dollars. 

The Croton Aqueduct Board is hereby directed to 
report to the Common Council, on or before the first day 
of Noyember next, a scale of annual rents for the supply 
of the Croton water, to be called the Regular Rents, and 
apportioned to different classes of buildings in the city of 
New York, in reference to their dimensions, value, ex- 
posure to fires, ordinary uses for dwellings, stores, shops, 
private stables and other common purposes, number of 
families or occupants, or consumption of water, as near as 
may be practicable. 

To enable the Board to obtain the information neces. 
sary for this purpose, an enumeration and classification of 
the buildings within the water district, in such tabular 
form as the Croton Aqueduct Board shall prescribe, shall 
be made under the direction of the Aldermen and Council- 
men of the respective wards, the expense of which shall 
be audited by the Croton Aqueduct Board, and paid on 
the warrant of the Comptroller. 


CHAPTER II. 


RELATIVE TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF VAULTS IN ANY OF THE 
STREETS, LANES OR AVENUES. 
The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New 
Yorke, in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows : 
§ 37. The Croton Aqueduct Board are hereby em- 
powered to grant permits to parties applying therefor, 
for the construction of vaults in any of the streets, lanes 
or avenues, provided no injury may come to the public 
thereby, and under such rules or regulations as said 
Board may adopt. 


15 (Doc. No. 13. 


§ 38. No person shall cause or procure any excavation 
to be made in any of the strects, lanes or avenues beyond 
the line of the sidewalk in the city of New York, for the 
construction of any vault, without previous permission in 
writing from said Board, under the penalty of two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars, to be sued for and recovered from 
such person and the owner or owners of the lot or build- 
ing in front of which such excavation may be commenced 
or undertaken, severally and respectively. 


$39. The applications for the permits, mentioned in 
section 1, shall be in writing, signed by the person making 
the same, with his residence or place of business, and shall 
state the location and number of square feet of ground 
required for the same, and the proposed length, width 
and depth of the excavation; it shall also state the name 
or names of the owner or owners of the property in front 
of which the excayation is to be made, together with 
their residences or places of business. 








§ 40. The person or persons making such applieation, 
shall execute a bond to the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty of the city of New York, in a sufficient penal 
sum, with one or more sureties, conditioned that they will 
faithfully comply with this ordinance, and the ordinances 
relative to excavations in streets; that they will indem- 
nify the Corporation from any losses or damages to which 
they may be put by reason of injuries that may occur to 
persons, animals or property, by reason of any neglect or 
carelessness in the performance of the work herein per- 
mitted; that they will properly refill and repave so much 
of the street as may have been disturbed in the construc- 
tion of the work, and keep the same in good repair for a 
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period of six months from the date of the completion 
thereof. 

§ 41. There shall be paid to said Board, for the use of 
the Corporation, before the issuing of said permission, by 
the person or persons applying therefor,.fifty cents for 
each superficial square foot of ground in the proposed ex- 
cayation, and it shall be the duty of the person or persons 
last aforesaid, to haye the proposed vault examined and 
measured by a city surveyor, and to file a certificate of 
the measurement signed by such surveyor, with said 
Board, before the arching of such vault shall be com- 
menced, under the penalty of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. For the services mentioned in this section, the sur- 
yeyor shall be entitled to demand and receive from the 
owner or builder of such vault the sum of three dollars. 

§ 42. In case the measurement returned by said city 
surveyor shall exceed the measurement stated in the 
application, the person or persons making said applica- 
tion shall immediately pay to said Board such further 
sum as may be due in accordance with the preceding 
section, under the penalty last aforesaid. 


§48. Every owner or occupant of any house or lot of 
ground, within the paved parts of the city of New York 
before which any vault, pit, hole, cistern or well shall be 
made, and every person making or having charge of such 
vault, pit, hole, cistern or well, shall, during the whole of 
every night from the commencement of the construction 
of the same or either of them, until they shall be finally 
completed, cause a lighted lamp or lantern to be placed 
and kept at some convenient spot, so as to cast its light 
upon such vault, pit, hole, cistern or well, under the 
penalty of ten dollars for each and every night that the 
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same is omitted or neglected to be done, and a platform 
of substantial planks and timbers, not less than four feet 
wide, and of such length as to project at each end be- 
yond the line of the excavation, with a suitable railing 
on each side not less than three feet high, shall at all 
times be maintained for a passage way, on the line of 
the sidewalks, under a penalty similar to that last 
aforesaid. 

§ 44. All vaults shall be completed and the ground 
closed over them within the time specified in the permit, 
under the penalty of five dollars for each day thereafter, 
during which the same shall remain uninclosed, to be 
recovered from the owner or builder of the same, severally 
and respectively. 

§ 45, No area in front of any building in the city of 
New York, shall extend more than one fifteenth part of 
the width of any street, nor in any case more than five 
feet, measuring from the inner wall of such area to the 
building; nor shall the railing of such area be placed 
more than six inches from the inside of the coping on the 
wall of such area, under the penalty of two hundred and 
fifty dollars, to be recovered from the owner and builder 
thereof, severally and respectively. 


§ 46. Every area shall be inclosed within a railing, the 
gates of which shall be so constructed as to open in- 
wardly, under the penalty of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars for cach offence, to be recovered from the owner or 
builders thereof, severally and respectively. 

§ 47. Eyery description of opening below, the surface 
of the street, in front of any shop, store, house or other 
building, whether covered or open, shall be considered 
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and held to be a vault within the meaning of this ordi- 
nance; and the master builder, or owner, or person for 
whom the same shall be made or built, shall be liable to 
the provisions, payments and penalties of this ordinance 
severally and respectively. 


$48. The last preceding section of this ordinance shall 
not be construed to refer to those openings which are used 
exclusively as places for descending to the cellar-floor of 
any building or buildings, by means of steps, or to open- 
ings made for conveying coal or wood into the building 
or buildings. 


§ 49. No person shall remove, or cause, or procure, or 
suffer, or permit to be removed, or insecurely fixed, so. 
that the same can be moved in its bed, any grate or coy- 
ering to the opening or aperture of any vault in the city 
of New York, under the penalty of ten dollars. But this 
section shall not be so construed as to prevent the removal 
of such grate or covering during the period when the 
opening to the vault is in actual use for the conveyance 
of coal or wood to the vault or building. 


§ 50. All ordinances relative to the construction of 


yaults, cisterns and areas, or such parts thereofas may be 
inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 


CHAPTER III. 
BUREAU OF PAVEMENTS, 

Sec. 51. This bureau, the chief officer of which shall 
be called the Superintendent of Pavements, is charged 
with the duty of paving, repaving, and repairing the 
Streets. 
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§52. The Superintendent of Pavements shall, before 

entering upon the duties of his office, execute a bond to 
the Corporation, with one or more sureties, to be ap- 
proved by the Comptroller, in the penal sum of five thou- 
sand dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
the duties of his office, he shall receive an annual salary 
of two thousand dollars; he shall take charge of, oversee 
and superintend the execution of all ordinances of the 
Common Council, in relation to paying, repaving, and re- 
pairing the streets. 
- §58. He shall, with the consent of the Croton Aque- 
duct Board, employ, on daily pay, as many competent 
persons as may be necessary, with carts and other imple- 
ments, to repair the pavements of the streets; but shall 
report monthly, to both Boards of the Common Council, 
the cost thereof. 

§ 54. He shall make all estimates necessary to, or con- 
nected with paving, repaving and repairing the streets, 
when required by the Croton Aqueduct Board. 

§ 55. He shall continually inspect the pavements of the 
streets, which have been accepted by the Corporation, 
and which are to be repaired at the public expense, and 
with the consent of the Groton Aqueduct Board, shall re- 
pair the same forthwith, when any repairs shall be neces- 
sary, not exceeding in amount one hundred dollars. 


§ 56. He shall keep correct accounts of the time of the 
men employed, and the work upon which they are engaged, 
and the expense attending the same, when it is not done 
by contract; and shall report the same, under oath, once 
in two weeks, to the Common Council and the Croton 
Aqueduct Board. 
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§ 57. He shall examine, audit, and certify to the Cro- 
ton Aqueduct Board, all accounts for work done, under 
his supervision, and as to the fulfillment or breach of any 
contract for work required to be done under his direction; 
and no requisition shall be drawn by the Croton Aqueduct 
Board, for any bills, accounts or contracts, for paving or 
repairing the streets, unless certified by the Superintend- 
ent of Pavements. 

§ 58. He shall, in all matters connected with his bureau, 
be under the control, direction and supervision of the 
Croton Aqueduct Board, who may approve or disapprove 
all accounts certified by him, and by whom alone, all re~ 
quisitions upon the Comptroller therefor shall be drawn. 

§ 49. The Superintendent of Pavements is specially 
charged with the duty of attending to the enforcement of 
all laws of this state, and ordinances and resolutions of 
the Common Council, relating to pavements in the city of 
New York, and is required, from time to time, to report 
to the Corporation Attorney, all violations thereof ; but 
this section shall not apply to authorizing of street in- 
cumbrances, 

§ 60. There shall be a clerk in the bureau, to be called 
the Clerk to the Superintendent of Pavements, who shall 
Keep the accounts of this bureau, and prepare such papers, 
perform such other duties appertaining thereto, as shall 
be directed by the Superintendent of Pavements. He: 
shall receive an annual salary of one thousand dollars. 
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BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JULY 6, 1857. 


The following report of the Committee on Lands and 
Places, allowing the Receiver of the Association for 
the Industry of All Nations until the first of May, 
1858, to remove the Crystal Palace, was received, laid 
on the table, and directed to be printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





The Committee on Lands and Places, to whom was re- 
ferred the subject of allowing the Crystal Palace to re- 
main on Reservoir square, and remonstrances thereto, 
respectfully : 

REPORT: 


That they have given the subject referred to them a full 
and protracted examination; they have heard parties for 
and against the removal of the Crystal Palace, and the 
evidence taken is herewith presented and accompanying 
their report. Your Committee would state, that very 
many points were submitted for their consideration in re- 
gard to the powers of the city in the premises. 
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In the year 1851, application was made by Edward 
Riddle and others for permission to erect the Orystal 
Palace on Madison Square, for the exhibition of the in. 
dustry of all nations; but, meeting with strong opposition 
from the property owners surrounding the square who had 
been assessed for its improvement as a park, Reservoir 
square was finally selected, and resolutions passed by the 
Common Council, and approved by the Mayor, January 
18, 1852, designating that place for the building to hold 
the exhibition in. 


The Crystal Palace Association is now an insolvent 
corporation, and Mr. White has been appointed, by an 
order of the Supreme Court, receiver of the property. 
In his capacity of receiver, he asks permission to have the 
palace remain a suitable time, to give him an opportunity 
to close up the affairs of the association and dispose of the 
property to the best advantage. 


As regards the building, your Committee are of the 
opinion that the city has, by law, become its real owner; 
but, aside from any question that might be raised on this 
point, your Committee feel that an amicable arrangement 
should be made so as to satisfy the interests of both par- 
ties, the receiver and the remonstrants. This can be best 

_ accomplished by causing the removal of the building 
within a specified time, so as to enable the property 
owners to make arrangements for improving their prop- 
erty, while giving all reasonable time to the receiver to 
dispose of the building 


It appears, by the circular issued by the American 
Tnstitute, that they have already made arrangements for 
holding the twenty-ninth annual fair in the Crystal 
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Palace, and intend to open on Wednesday, the fifteenth 
day of September, and continue open until the twenty- 
eighth day of October. This Institute was “incorporated 
for the purpose of encouraging and promoting domestic 
industry in this state and the United States, by bestowing 
rewards and other benefits on those who excel in any of 
the departments of agriculture, commerce, manufactures, 
and the arts.” 


Exhibitions have been held by this Institute for twenty- 
eight years; the importance of thése annual fairs is highly 
estimated, and generally regarded with favor: it enables 
the people to compare the various improvements from 
year to year, and note the progress of art in our republic. 
The knowledge thus obtained, by examination, is carried 
far and near, and diffused throughout our whole country. 


The managers of the Institute desire to present to those 
who are disposed to exhibit useful inventions, increased 
facilities, and to render this fair more attractive than 
usual; and therefore ask that no impediment may be 
placed in the way by causing the speedy removal of the 
Crystal Palace. 


These considerations, so earnestly forced upon your 
Committee, have had some weight, particularly as the 
building is just adapted to such an exhibition; but again, 
the property owners in the neighborhood allege, that, by 
the continuance of the palace, property is becoming more 
and more useless to them. Your Committee is constrained 
to recommend a medium course, and therefore submit for 
adoption the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That under the provisions of the charter, the 
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Common Council cannot legally renew or extend, by reso- 
lution, the lease of the property on which the Crystal 
Palace now stands, and that the application of John H. 
White, Receiver of the Association for the Exhibition of 
Industry of All Nations, for such renewal or extension, be 
and the same is hereby denied. 


Resolved, That the receiver of said association, or other 
person or persons legally representing, holding and con- 
trolling the building known as the Crystal Palace, be al- 
lowed until the first day of May, 1858, for its entire re- 
moyal from the property of the Corporation on which it 
ig erected and inclosed, provided that the said receiver, 
or other person or persons legally representing, holding 
and controlling the building will enter into a bond, with 
adequate securities, with the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
monalty, to be approved by the Comptroller of the: said 
city, in the penal sum of twenty thousand dollars, condi- 
tioned for the removal of the Crystal Palace from the 
lands of the Corporation, within the period of time 
allowed as above. 

WILLIAM WILSON, Committee 


JAMES GRIFFITHS, on 
WILLIAM COULTER, ) Lands and Places. 
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The Special Committee of the Board of Aldermen, to 
whom was referred the subject of the disposal of the 
Crystal Palace, met on Wednesday, the 27th of May, at 
two o'clock p.m., in No. 8 City Hall. 


Present—Aldermen Witttam Winson, Wintram Coun: 
ter and James Grirriras. 


A large number of interested parties were present. 


Joun H. Wutre, the Receiver of the Crystal Palace, 
said: 


As I stated at the last meeting of the Committee, I do 
not intend to make a speech, or go into the examination 
of many witnesses; but in regard to the time that would 
be required to remove the Crystal Palace, if the question 
should come up, as to the time necessary for removing it, 
I would like to examine one witness; his testimony will 
be confined to the time it would require to take that 
structure down, in a proper manner, and remove it. The 
testimony of Mr. Stanton, upon that point, is important; 
he isa machinist; he superintended the erection of the 
Crystal Palace, and knows better than any one else how 
long it would take to take it down. 

Mr. Grorce W. Sranton, being called, said—My place 
of business is in Seventy-seventh street; I know every 
stone and piece of iron in it. 

Q. What length of time would it require to take the 
Crystal Palace down 

A. To take it down, so as to put it up again, it would 
require a year; it is so put up with screws, of which there 
are many thousands, and which are now rusted in, that it 


Doe. No, 14.) 6 


would take four times as long to take them out as it did 
to put them in; unless they are managed with great care. 
and patience they will be’broken and spoiled, so that they 
cannot be used in putting up the structure again. 

Q. Could this work be done well in cold weather ? 

A. It could not, the iron, and especially the screws, 
would be broken. 

Chairman—You superintended the erection of the pal- 
ace? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Chairman--And how long would it require to take it 


down? 
A. It would take all of ten months; it would take from 
ten to twelye months. 


Ohairman—How many men did you have employed: in 
putting up the building? 

A. We had five hundred to work on it. 

Chairman—How many men would you employ to take 
it down ? 

A, It would take two hundred and fifty men, 

Chairman-—Why not employ five hundred men? 

A. The palace is put up without the several parts of it 
being marked; so in taking it down, each piece would 
haye to be marked for its proper place; if you wanted to 
take it down, for old iron merely, it could be done in two. 
months, or even in a day, by putting powder under it, and 
blowing it up; but to take it down, and mark it,it would 
require at least ten months. 

Chairman—How long was the Crystal Palace in being 


erected ? 
A. Tt was nine months. 
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Chairman—How many men worked upon it during that 
time? 

A. There was an average of three hundred and fifty 
men employed upon it; it would take from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred men to take it down in ten 
months; oyer one hundred and fifty men could not work 
to advantage upon it, in taking it down; from one hun- 
dred and fifty to two hundred men could take it down in 
ten months. 

Chairman—What is the difference in the value of the 
stuff or materials, after the building is taken down, than 
when it was put up? 

A. To take the building down, and put it up again, it 
would be worth one hundred and fifty thousand dollars; 
it cost five hundred and fifty thousand dollars, in the first 
place, to erect it; seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
was the whole cost of every thing; but the erection of 
the building cost five hundred and fifty thousand dollars; 
it cost thirty thousand dollars to prepare the ground; it 
was erected by three hundred and fifty men in nine 
months, and it could be taken down by from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred men, in ten months. 

Chairman—Could you not take the building down 
quicker than you could erect it? 

A, I said before, we could take it down in three 
months to melt it for old iron, but to preserve it so to 
put it up again, it would require ten months; it would 
cost much more to take it down to put up again than to 
take it'down for old iron. To take the palace down and 
mark every piece so as to put it up in the original form, 
would be a very neat and careful performance. 

Chairman-—Could you not get some one to make a con- 
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tract to take it down and erect it again inside of ten 
months? 

A. No, sir; no, sir. 

Chairman—W ould you not contract to take it down 
and level it in good order, so other parties could put it 
up, in five months ? 

A. No, sir. 

Mr. White. If any one will examine the building, they 
will see how difficult it will be to take it down, to get the 
screws out properly, and to mark the pieces. 

Witness. There are eighteen thousand tons of cast iron, 
and two hundred tons wrought iron, then there are mil- 
Tions of bolts and screws. 

Q. Was not the Crystal Palace built by sections ? 

A. Yes, sir; there are eight sections ? 

Q. These sections are distinct parts, and these distinct 
parts form the whole? A 

‘A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, you can build these sections separately, and 
can you not begin at them all at the same time, to take 
them down? 

A. No, sir; we have to begin at one particular end; 
for the structure is so united that it is necessary to begin 
there? i 

Mr, White. If the building is to go away, and any one 
will take the job of removing it, in ten months, I am 
anxious to give it to him, for it has always been estimated 
by other persons, that it would require twelve months. 
Mr. Stanton happened to be here, and I got him to make 
his statement in regard to it; I tried to get the architect 
of the building to come here, but he was away. 

It is very important that the Committee should know 
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how long it would take to take down the building, if the 
question resolves itself into the decision that it shall be 
taken down. The screws are not only rusted in, but they 
are as it were oxydized in, and it will require a great deal 
of care to remove them. If the Committee require any 
more testimony upon this I will give them that of per- 
sons who took part in building those sections. 

I will here present you a document with the signature 
of property holders in that locality, praying that the 
Crystal Palace should not be removed from there; they 
all own lots and houses in and around that vicinity. 
These are petitioners of property holders in that vicinity, 
and not of citizens generally. 

Joseph H. Simpson appeared as an individual citizen 
to remonstrate against the removal of the Crystal Palace, 
but his remarks were ruled out by the Committee, as ir- 
relevant at that stage of the proceedings. 

Christian Blunt said—I reside and own property in 
Sixth avenue, between Forty-second and Forty-third 
streets; I own half a block by the palace, it is on the 
lower side, or corner of Sixth avenue; I would rather 
have the palace remain; I bought the property on ac- 
count of the Crystal Palace being there, and would rather 
that it should not be removed. When I bought, I con- 
sidered that it was going to remain there. 

Q. Is your property improved ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is on it? 

A. Ihave two buildings on it. 

Q. Are they frame houses ? 

A. No, sir, brick houses. 

Q. Fronting on Sixth avenue? 
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A. Yes, sir, on the southwest corner of Forty-third 
street. 

Mr. White. If I cannot get more signatures of those 
who own Corporation property—that is, those who 
bought their property from the city, on or according to 
that map, for the retention of the Crystal Palace than 
they can for its remoyal, then I will immediately consent 
to its removal; Iam perfectly willing to rest the question 
upon this point; the will of a majority of the original 
purchasers of the Corporation property; if they are for 
its removal, I will willingly consent to it; if they are 
against it, let it remain. 

Question to Mr. Blunt,—Don’t you find that the propri- 
etors who immediately reside there, have a great desire for 
the Crystal Palace to remain there?- 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Banks and several others, immediately contradicted 
that. 

Chairman to Mr. White—Show what purchasers you 
haye here against the removal of the palace? 

A. The truth is, that whole matter was gone over be- 
fore ihe previous Committee, and I did not think it worth 
while to take up the time of the Committee with that, 
though I have petitions here against its removal You 
will find that the Crystal Palace is hemmed round with 
persons who are auxious for the palace to remain. 

John H. White, Hsq., then summed up, with the follow- 
ing remarks: 

At our former meeting I stated that I would be willing 
to present some points of the case, on which I rely, ina 
very brief way. Mr. Brady I see is not here, and it 
would not be proper to go into a lengthy argument; but 
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still, inasmuch as an opportunity was not before given me 
to state my points, I hope the Chairman will indulge me 
for a very few minutes. 

In‘ the first place the ground in dispute is a part of the 
common lands of the city, ceded to the Corporation under 
the Dongan charter of James II., in 1686—reaflirmed by 
Queen Anne, in 1708, through Lord Cornbury and re- 
granted by George II. in 1780, to Governor Montgomerie. 

So, if the Chairman please, the city derives its title to 
this land under the original Dongan charter in 1686. 

Formerly it was dedicated to a burying ground, but 
not being fit for that purpose, the following resolution 
was passed on the 31st of July, 1887. You will find it on 
the seventy-third page of the fifth volume of your reports: 

Resolved, That the ground between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues, and Fortieth and Forty-second streets, be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated for a reservoir. 

That act has never been rescinded, and as a matter of 
law, instead of being dedicated to a park, it is dedicated 
to a reservoir, but still, while the city don’t want it for a 
reservoir, they can use it for any thing else. Until that 
resolution of the 31st of July is rescinded, the ground 
cannot, be dedicated or permanently used for any thing 
else than a reservoir. 

Secondly, as to the map on which the remonstrants base 
their claims, it does not dedicate the ground for a publie 
park any more than for any other public purpose, and 
even that was made and prepared without the knowledge 
or assent of the Common Council. The first and only 
claim of the remonstrants is, that they purchased the 
ground upon a map got up by the Commissioners of the 
Sinding Fund. But the Commissioners of the Sinking 
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Fund had no right to dedicate the plat, for a public park, 
or any other purpose whatever; they had no more power 
to doit than Ihave. It was done without the knowledge or 
consent of the Mayor, Common Council, or any one else. 
It was a way of erecting a park that the law don’t recog- 
nize. And, even if the law was valid, I ask the Chairman 
if there was not a reservation which at least should have 
told them to beware, as it said, fora park or other public 
purpose. They now say it must be a park, but suppose 
the city should say we want that for a market, for a 
station-house, or any similar purpose, it must have the 
ground, for, as a matter of law, it is no more dedicated as 
a public park than my land is. 

Third. A majority of the property owners and residents 
in the vicinity of the square, are in fayor of the retention 
of the palace. The remonstrants, almost without excep- 
tion, are non-residents, and refuse to improve their 
property. 

Mr. Banks lives in the Fifth avenue, but the persons 
whose names are on my petition, you will find live in the 
vicinity of the palace; and you will find that there are five 
to one of those who reside there against its removal. 

Fourth. A park is not required in that locality; the 
ground is not adapted to it; it would create a needless 
tax to maintain it. It may, indeed, be a question whether 
it would not be a nuisance instead of a benefit. Even if 
the people there universally asked for a park there, it 
would be proper for the Committee to look and see if it 
was a proper place for a park. On the one side of it there 
is the stone walls of the reservoir, on the other is the 
Sixth ayenue, and that is going to be a business avenue; 
Banks and others, own the streets at the other sides of the 
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square. It isa small plot of ground, and it would make 
a small park. It is worth seventy-five thousand dollars 
now, and should not be given away for the benefit of a 
yery few persons; besides, these persons have not im- 
proved their property as the others have. We went up 
there the other day with the Committee, and invited the 
remonstrants to be there, but not one of showed his head. 

Mr. Smith—That is not so; you better keep to the 
truth; I was there myself, at least I was there once with 
the Committee. 

Mr. White.—Mr. Smith you were not present in the 
year 1757, when a Committee was there. I stated and 
repeat, when this Committee visited that locality for the 
purpose of haying pointed out to them the situation of the 
lots of the remonstrants and the petitioners, not one single 
remonstrant was there; not one of them dare appear when 
the Committee could see with their own eyes; but they 
can come down here and make representations that they 
are being terribly wronged. 

Mr. Smith. So we are, sir. 

Mr. White. Wronged? why, we purchased his lots for 
five hundred dollars a piece, in 1850, and leased them out, 
for five years, at the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars 
each per annum, those vacant lots; the taxes, &c., also to 
be paid, and now they could not be bought for four thou- 
sand dollars a piece, right where they stand. i 

While the city don’t want this Reservoir square for 
any public purpose, it can get a rental for the land, if it 
desires it, and at the same time keep the grounds neat 
and ornamented with trees. It appears to me I would 
sooner haye it thus, than a park thrown open to the pub- 
lic; it is too small a place for a park. I examined Mr. 
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Stanton this afternoon, for I-thought it would be proper, 
should the Committee determine that the palace ought to 
be removed from its present locality, that they should 
have a little knowledge of the time that it would require 
to remoyeit. Now, if the palace should have to come 
down, (I will argue now as though it was settled that it 
should come down,) we ought, at least, to be permitted to 
take itdown next season. Instead of this, for the 
present season, the American Institute have no other 
place except this for holding their fall exhibition in. 
It cannot be taken down in the winter, for the iron 
could not be managed; but if it is to be taken down 
let it be the next season, as soon after the frost has got 
out of the ground as possible. I will herewith submit a 
resolution. If the building is to be removed, it must be 
destroyed utterly or carried to some other place. The 
only place it can be removed to, is the Central Park, and 
that is not now in a condition to receive it. I called 
upon one of the Central Park Commissioners to-day, and 
he informed me there were doubts about the constitution- 
ality of the law which established that commission, and 
that they would not take any action until after next win- 
ter; he thought it would not be best to do any thing un- 
til there was some further legislation upon the subject; so 
the Crystal Palace cannot be removed there for the pres- 
ent. Ihaye drawn a resolution, which I will present 
to the Committee. 

Mr. Banks. Stop; wait until the other party have got 
their side presented, before you draw your resolutions to 
prejudice any person’s mind. 

Chairman—Mr. White must not be interrupted. 

Mr. White. I will present the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Receiver of the Crystal Palace As- 
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sociation, or other person or persons legally representing, 
holding and controlling the property of said association, 
be allowed the full period of two years from the date of 
the passage of this resolution, to remove said property 
and building, known as the Crystal Palace, from its pres- 
ent location, and in the mean time, that the Mayor, Al- 
dermen and Commonalty of the city of New York shall, 
at all times, have free ingress and egress thereto; and 
that said Receiver shall, under the direction of the Street 
Commissioner, keep the grounds surrounding said build- 
ing in good order, at his own expense, while said building 
remains on said square. 


If it is to take ten months to remove the palacé, as it 
will, this resolution supposes that it will be commenced 
next year. 

In other words, it is at this time impossible to tell at 
what time the Central Park will be ina condition for the 
Crystal Palace to be removed there; therefore, this reso- 
lution merely lets the-palace continue in this place until 
there isa direction for removing it. Thisseems to me tobe 
equitable and reasonable, with, however, the further re- 
striction that the Common Council shall have the super- 
intendence of this building, and shall have access to it at 
all times. A rental may also be imposed upon it, if 
necessary. 


Hira R. Darer next came before the Committee, and 
said:—I own property in Forty-second street and Sixth 
ayenue. 

Q. Is there any improvement upon it ? 

A. Yes, sir, there are from fifteen to sixteen thousand 
dollars’ worth of improvements upon it. 
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Q. Are you in fayor of the Crystal Palace remaining 
where it is? 

A, No, sir, I want it removed. 

Q. Why do you wish it removed? 

A. Because I think it would be an improvement to the 
property. 

Q. Does the Crystal Palace draw bad characters 
there? 

A. I don’t know; [heard that the palace was going to 
be removed, and I bought my property under that consid- 
eration. 

Q. The Crystal Palace was there when you bought, then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Which would you prefer, the palace or the reservoir? 

A. Ihave not thought of that; I purchased there, ex- 
pecting the city would make a park of the ground; I un- 
derstood the city had a right to put a reservoir there, 
but that a park would be made of the ground. 

Q. How long have you had your property ? 

A. I have owned it only three months . 

Q. Have you seen at, in or around the palace, any dis- 
orderly characters? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. In what way does the Crystal Palace injure your 
property, or that neighborhood ? 

A, Ihave no particular reason, only I think, by hay- 
ing it taken away, it would improve the property. 

Q. Why do you think it would improve the property ? 

A. I think people would then build up more there; I 
haye spoken to a great many, and asked them why they 
did not build on their property, and they have replied to 
me that they would build when the palace was removed. 
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Q. Was not most of that property bought there be- 
cause of the Crystal Palace being there? 

A. Some time ago I think it all was. 

Chairman. You have no particular reason for wishing 
the palace removed, only you think it would improve the 
property ? 

A. That is all. 

Mr. White. Have you seen any objectionable features 
on the grounds about the palace ? 

A. Thave not. 

Q. Were you ever in the palace in the evening ? 

A. Yes, sir, last fall. 

Q. The same things that caused houses to grow up 
there caused the value of property to increase ? 

A. At the time it did. 

Dr. John Millow here presented the original maps to 
the Committee, upon which the lots about the Crystal 
Palace had been sold. He said: 

The location of the Crystal Palace there is a great dis- 
advantage, for no first rate dwellings will be built there 
while it remains. I will not live there while it stands 
where it is. I bought there with the belief, in accordance 
with the statement at the sale, that the ground would be 
a public park, 

Q. Does the location of the palace there benefit business 
generally ? 

A. I don’t know about business; some business it 
might; we want a quiet place for residences; this is the 
highest ground in the city, and I selected it for a resi- 
dence some years ago; I bought four lots, for the sum of 
one thousand two hundred andiseventy dollars; I rented 

2 


Doc. No. 14.) 18 


the four lots, after the palace was located there, for five 
years, at the rate of five hundred dollars per annum> 
taxes and assessments to be paid by the lessee. 

Q. What would you take for them at the present time ? 

A. I bought them for myself. 

Q. What will you take for them to-morrow? 

A. I did not buy them to sell. 

Q. Which do you think is worth more, a lot opposite 
the palace or a lot opposite the reservoir? 

A. With the expectation that the palace will be re- 
moved, those opposite the palace are worth more than 
those opposite the reservoir. 

Chairman. In case the palace was removed, could not 
the city erect a reservoir or market there ? 

A. Yes, sir; but we know very well that it is not going 
to do so; the city has an interest in the property, and will 
not do any thing that will ruin it. 

Q. Is there any improvements on your lots? 

A. There is a house, used as a store-house for empty 
barrels. 

F. S. Banks, Jr., then read a letter from J. Bixby, de- 
siring his name to be taken from the list of those desiring 
the palace to continue in its present locality, and placed 
with the remonstrants who desire its removal. He also 
presented a list of the prices for which the property or 
lots were originally bought from the Corporation. 

Mr. Banks, Jr., then stated that the city could not 
grant any privileges to the Crystal Palace whatever, be- 
cause there is a law which says when any corporation has 
suspended payment, and don’t pay their own notes for one 
whole year, it shall be dissolved—it shall be deemed to 
have surrendered all its rights, privileges—and shall be 
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adjudged to be dissolved. Mr. White has now no power 
whatever over it, except as a receiver. On the fifteenth 
day of December, 1854, the Judge of the Supreme Court 
ordered a judgment against this corporation, and a re- 
ceiver for it to be appointed. Now, this receiver comes 
before the Board, and asks you to authorize him to keep 
this property, notwithstanding that the Judge of the Su- 
preme Court has ordered him to sell it, and sell it ina 
particular manner. I would call your attention, at this 
point, to the case-—Livingston against The Mayor of the 
city of New York. 

In 1845, under the direction of the Corporation, the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund made this map, and 
disposed of this property according to the stipulations of 
the map. Now, that must have been done by the power 
and with the consent of the Common Council, else the 
Corporation Counsel would have prevented such illegal 
work; at least they must be presumed to have had power 
until the contrary is shown. That map isa part of the 
deed of that Jand, and for that reason it was carefully 
filed away and preserved. After this, a petition was sent 
to the Board of Aldermen, asking that they would fit up 
this land—then known as Reservoir square—as a park. 
That Board passed an ordinance, and appropriated the 
sum of three thousand dollars for that purpose. The 
Committee on Lands and Places, to whom the subject was 
referred, were unanimously of opinion that the ground 
should be improved. They reported the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the grounds, bounded by Fortieth and 
Forty-second streets, the reservoir and Sixth avenue, be 
erected, and that the same be inclosed in a neat orna- 


Doc. No. 14.) 20 


mental fence, the same to be used as a public park until 
required for a reservoir or other public purpose. 

Now, I ask, if the Crystal Palace is a public purpose 
or a public association? If so, what advantage do we 
derive from it? 


DOCUMENT No. 15. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


JULY 9, 1857. 


The following communication from the Comptroller, in 
relation to the station-houses and other police property 
belonging to the city of New York, was received, laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 


. D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 


DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, | 
ComuprroLier’s Orrice, 
City of New York, July 8, 1857. 


To the Common Council: 


By the fourteenth section of the act creating “The 
Metropolitan Police,” passed April 15th, 1857, it is pro- 
vided that “it shall be the duty of the Common Councils 
of New York and Brooklyn, in accordance with the prac- 
tice and ordinances now existing therein, to provide, at 
the expense of said cities, all necessary accommodations 
for the station-houses required by the Board of Police, 
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with lodgings for vagrants and detention of persons ar- 
rested; to furnish, light and warm the same day and 
night. In case of failure on the part of the Common 
Council, to provide these accommodations, the Board of 
Police are empowered to provide the same, and charge 
the expense to the city. 


The fifteenth section also provides that “ all telegraphic 
apparatus, public police property, books, records and ac- 
coutrements, now in the possession of the Police Depart- 
ments of Brooklyn and New York, are hereby given for 
the use of the Board of Police.” 


By the recent disbandment of the old police, the vari- 
ous station-houses have come into the custody of the 
Comptroller, as will be seen by the following section of 
the ordinance of 1844, title 4, section 1. 


“Tt shall be the duty of said Comptroller to take 
charge of all the real estate belonging to the ‘Corpora- 
tion, and to prevent all encroachment thereon.” 


The station-houses, and other police accommodations 
required to be furnished by the Common Council to the 
Police Commissioners, can now readily be supplied by a 
transfer at once of all these accommodations to the custody 
of the new Police Commissioners, and the Comptroller 
will co-operate with the Common Council in furnishing 
these accommodations, by the transfer of all the real estate 
belonging to the Police Department. 


If this course is not adopted, it will then become the 
duty of the Comptroller, in conjunction with the Gommis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund, to rent or sell the premises 
thus released from the public use. As they are not 
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adapted to the common purposes of business, this would 
produce a great sacrifice, and subject the city to a large 
additional tax to supply the police with erections for the 
precise object for which these buildings have been made; 
and more than this, the scanty proceeds arising from the 
sale of these buildings, would be paid’ into the Sinking 
Fund, and the expense of new accommodations would be 
a direct tax to add to the already overburdened citizens. 


From this state of facts, it is the obvious duty of all 
the agents of the Corporation to use this property to an- 
swer the requirements of the new police law; and what- 
ever is done in this matter should be done quickly, to 
prevent injury to the station-houses or loss of the proper- 
ty in them. By the section before quoted from the ordi- 
nance of 1844, it is made my duty to prevent encroach- 
ments on the real estate of the city, and by the ordinance 
of 1849, I am required to report the same to the Common 
Council. : 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
7 A. C. FLAGG, Comptroller. 
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DOCUMENT No. i6. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


AUGUST 20, 1857. 


The following communication from the Counsel to the 
Corporation was received, laid on the table, and di- 
rected to be printed. 

D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





Law DEpaRTMEN?, 
Orrice oF COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 
New York, August 19, 1857. 


To the Honorable the Common Council 
of the city of New York 


On the 10th of the present month, the Comptroller of 
the city of New York sent a communication to you, re- 
specting a judgment recovered against the city, by Robert 
W. Lowber, under which, upon the refusal of the financial 
agent of the Corporation to pay-the amount, an execution 
was issued, anda levy made by the sheriff, upon all the 
personal property belonging to the city. Inasmuch as 
in this communication the Comptroller refers to me, and 
to the legal proceedings in the action, and because he mis- 
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states facts in connection with the use of my name, I deem 
it my duty to correct his errors in that regard, and to 
present to you, briefly and succinctly, the facts of the case, 
so far as this department is concerned. 


On or about the 2d day of March, 1857, this depart 
ment received a resolution of the Common Council, in 
these words: 


Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby di- 
rected to purchase, without delay, for the use and purpose 
of a market, the property of Robert W. Lowber, compris- 
ing a block and part of block of ground lying and being 
in the Eighteenth Ward, and bounded by Sixteenth street 
and Seventeenth street, Avenue © and the East river, 
together with the bulkhead in front thereof, extending 
from the centre line of Sixteenth street, to the centre line 
of Seventeenth street; and the water front, between the 
centre lines of said streets, as continued, for the sum of 
one hundred and ninety-six thousand dollars ($196,000,) 
the Corporation assuming the taxes and assessments un- 
paid thereon, in accordance with the proposition submit- 
ted to the Comptroller by Robert W. Lowber, under date 
of November 6, 1856; the property to be conveyed by 
good and sufficient warranty deed, free and clear of all 
liens andincumbrances, except taxes and assessments, upon 
the title to the said premises being approved by the Voun- 
sel to the Corporation; and the sum of one hundred and 
ninety-six thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the 
purpose aforesaid, and provided the said taxes and as- 
sessments to be assumed by the Corporation, shall not ex- 
ceed the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars. 


Resolved, That the said premises, when purchased shall 
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be subject to the control and supervision of the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund. 
Adopted by the Board of Councilmen, Jan. 21, 1857. 
Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, Feb. 18, 1857. 
Received March 2, 1857, from his Honor the Mayor, 
without his approval or his objections thereto; there- 
fore, under the provisions of the amended charter the 
same became adopted. 
D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 


I was then, as I had for some weeks previously been, in 
a low state of health, not recovered from a severe attack 
of scarlet fever, and unable to give to the business of my 
office any personal supervision or assistance. The title to 
property acquired by the city is not personally examined 
into by me. I select for this responsible and onerous 
labor a professional clerk, and give to litigation proper 
my own immediate attention. 

In the regular course of the duties of this office, the 
title to the property purchased by the Corporation from 
Mr. Lowber was examined by one of my assistants; some 
weeks were devoted to its examination, and it was re- 
ported to meas free from objections. The judgment of 
the gentleman who examined it was indorsed by the writ- 
ten opinions of some of the best lawyers in the country; 
Charles O’Conor and Wm. Curtis Noyes, Esqrs., seve- 
rally pronounced the title to be perfect. Thus fortified, I 
gave to it my official approval, and subsequent examina- 
tion has satisfied me of the correctness of the views of 
the eminent gentlemen whom I have named. 

Shortly afterward, a deed, duly executed, was presented 
to me, and its form approved of. : 
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The next knowledge of, or connection I had, with the 
matter, was a summons and complaint which had been 
served upon the Mayor, in an action in which Robert W. 
Lowber was plaintiff and the Corporation defendant, 
were received at this office on the 13th of April, 1857; 
and, upon the same day, a consent for further time to 
answer it was obtained. 


The complaint is in these words: 
SUPREMB COURT, 
CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 


aes gates —) 


Rosert W. Lowser, 





against 

{ 

Tus Mayor, ALDERMEN AND Com- 
MONALTY OF THE city or NEw 


Yorx. 
daa) 


Robert W. Lowber, the plaintiff in this action, com- 
plains against the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of 
the city of New York, the defendants herein, and says: 








That the defendants are a corporation duly organized 
and incorporated by and under various charters and laws 
of the state of New York. 


That a resolution, of which the following is a copy, was 
passed by the Board of Councilmen and the Board of 
Aldermen of the said Corporation, on the 18th of August, 
1856, and was approved by the said Mayor, the 16th of 
the same month, that is to say: 


5 
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“ Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to advertise for proposals for a 
block of ground, containing from fifty-five to sixty-five 
lots, of twenty-five feet front each, with the water front, 
situated between Tenth and Twenty-fourth streets, on the 
Hast river, for the use and purpose of a market; and that 
he report the same to the Common Council, within thirty 
days from the passage of the resqlution, for further action.” 


That under and in pursuance of the'said resolutions, the 
said Comptroller did subsequently and previous to the 
sixth day of November, 1855, cause an advertisement to 
be published in two proper newspapers printed and pub- 
lished in the city of New York. for the full period of ten 
days, to the purport following, that is to say: 

“Sealed proposals will be received at the Comptroller’s 
office, No. 5 Hall of Records, until November 6th, 1856, 
at 2 o’clock, p.., when the same will be publicly opened, 
for a block of ground containing from fifty-five to sixty- 
five lots of twenty-five feet front cach, with the water 
front situated between Tenth and Twenty-fourth streets, 
on the Hast river, for the use and purposes of a market.” 


The proposition should give the dimensions and loca- 
tion of the property. ach proposition should be sealed 
up and indorsed “Pnoposals for a block of ground for a 
market,” and the proposal thus sealed and indorsed should 
be inclosed in a second envelope and directed to A. C. 
Flagg, Comptroller, New York, 

“ DeparTMeNT oF Frnancg, CoMprroiupr’s OFrrice, 
“New York, October 22, 1856. 
“A, 0. FLAGG, 
“Comptroller.” 
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That under and in pursuance of the said advertisement, 
the plaintiff, on the 6th day of November, 1856, and be- 
fore 2 o'clock, p.at. of that day, duly signed and executed, 
inclosed with the map therein mentioned, in a sealed en- 
velope properly indorsed “ Proposals for a block of 
ground for a market,” directed to A. C. Flagg, Comp- 
troller, New York, and delivered to the said Comptroller 
@ proposal and offer, in writing, subscribed by him in 
the following words and figures, that is to say: 

“ New York, November 6, 1856. 
“Hon. A. C. Fiace, 
Comptroller of the city of New York: 

“Sir:—In pursuance of the notice above annexed, I © 
hereby offer to sell to the Corporation of the city of New 
York, for the use and purposes of a market, 


First. The part of block of ground lying between Ave- 
nue D and the bulkhead on the East river, and between 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets— 


Bounded northerly, by Seventeenth street, 128 feet 7 


inches; 

Bounded southerly, by Sixteenth street, 206 feet 7 inches, 
«westerly “ Avenue D, 184 “ and 
easterly “ the bulkhead on East river, con- 


taining an area of thirteen and one third lots, twenty-five 
feet front, for the sum of three thousand dollars per lot, 
amounting to forty thousand dollars; also the new bulk- 
head from the centre line of Seventeenth street, on the 
East river, and being about two hundred and sixty-seven 
feet in length, costing fifty-four dollars and fifty cents per 
foot, together with the water right in front of said bulk- 
head and between the centre lines of said Sixteenth and 
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Seventeenth streets, as continued, for the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars; also the full block of ground lying be- 
tween Avenues C and D, and Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
streets— 

Bounded northerly by Seventeenth street, 676 feet; 


“southerly “ Sixteenth Son i6TGiiet 
« easterly “ Avenue D, 184 “ and 
fe westerly “ eens 184 “ 


Containing sixteen avenue lots each twenty-three feet by 
eighty-eight feet, and forty-three lots, each twenty-five 
feet front, for the sum of one hundred and thirty-six 
thousand dollars. 

Second. Also the easterly_one half of the block of ground 
between Avenues B and C, and Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
streets— 

Bounded northerly by Seventeenth street, 301 feet; 


«southerly “ Sixteenth node SOL gine 
“easterly “ Avenue OC, 184“ 
a westerly “ a street, 184 “ 


Containing sixteen avenue and street lots, each twenty- 
three feet by eighty feet, and ten street lots each twenty- 
five feet front, for the sum of seventy-two thousand and 
five hundred dollars. 

“The parcels mentioned in the first head of this propo- 
sition to be taken together with the right to take the par- 
cel mentioned in the second head, if those in the first are 
taken. 

“The property to be conveyed by me by a good and suf- 
ficient warranty deed, free and clear of all incumbrances, 
except taxes, which are to be assumed by the Corpora- 
tion. 
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“ Herewith please find a map of the above-mentioned 
property, as laid down and subdivided into lots, colored 
yellow. 

“Tam, very respectfully, 
“Yours, &e., 
“ROBERT W. LOWBER, 
“166 East Highteenth street, New York.” 


That on the same 6th day of November, 1856, another 
bid or proposal was also presented to the Comptroller, as 
follows: 

“New York, November 6th, 1856. 
“A. OC, Frage, Esq., Comptroller: 

“Dear Sir:—The New York Dry Dock Company pro- 
poses to sell to the city for the use and purposes of a 
market, the block of ground between Tenth and Eleventh 
streets, Avenue D and the Hast river, five hundred and 
twenty feet cight inches by one hundred and eighty-nine 
feet six inches, the water lot in front of the same, one 
hundred and forty-nine feet eight inches on one side, one 
hundred and twenty four feet four inches on the other 
side, by one hundred and eighty-nine feet six inches, with 
a lease of a part of the water front for a ferry slip, eight 
years to run from the first of May next, at an annual rent 
of four thousand five hundred dollars, for the sum of two 
hundred thousand dollars. 

D. PALMER, President.” 


That except as above stated no bid or proposal what- 
eyer was made or presented to the said Comptroller, 
under or in pursuance of the above advertisement, and 
that the plaintiff, was the lowest bidder under the said 
advertisement. 
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That on or about the tenth of November, 1856, the 
said Comptroller transmitted to the said Common Coun- 
cil the proposals above-mentioned, together with a letter, 
of which the following is a copy: 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 
Comprroiter’s Orrice, 
New York, Nov. 10th, 1856. 
Lo the Common Council: 

The Comptroller, in reply to the following resolu- 
tion, viz: 

“Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby 
directed to advertise for proposals for a block of ground, 
containing from fifty-five to sixty-five lots, of twenty-five 
feet front each, with the water front situated between 
Tenth and Twenty-fourth streets, on the East river, for 
the use and purposes of a market, and that he report the 
same to the Common Council, within thirty days from the 
passage of this resolution, for further action,” 

Respectfully submits the annexed proposals, marked, 


No. 1, from Robert W. Lowber, 
No, 2, from Bank of the N. ¥Y. Dry Dock Co. 


The Comptroller respectfully calls the attention of the 
Common Council to some suggestions in regard to the 
management of the market property, contained in a re- 
port made by him in answer to a resolution of the Board 
of Aldermen, (Doe. 41,) in the year 1854. 


_That subsequently, and on the 21st of January, 1857, 
the following resolutions were duly adopted and passed 
by the Board of Councilmen of thesaid defendants, that is 
to say: f 
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* Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby 
directed to purchase, without any delay, for the use and 
purposes of a market, the property of Robert W. Low- 
ber, composing a block and part of a block of ground 
lying and being in the Highteenth Ward, and bounded by 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets, Avenue C and the 
East river, together with the bulkhead in front thereof, 
extending from the centre line of Sixteenth street to the 
centre line of Seventeenth street, and the water front be- 
tween the centre lines of the said streets as continued, for 
the sum of one hundred and ninety-six thousand dollars; 
the Corporation assuming the taxes and assessments un- 
paid thereon, in accordance with the propositions submit- 
ted to the Comptroller by Robert W. Lowber, under date 
of November 6th, 1856; the property to be conveyed by 
good and sufficient warranty deed, free and clear of all 
incumbrances except taxes and assessments, upon the title 
to said premises being approved by the Counsel to the 
Corporation; and the sum of one hundred and ninety-six 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the purpose 
aforesaid, and provided the said taxes and assessments to 
be assumed, shall not exceed the sum of two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 


“ Resolved, That the said premises, when purchased, 
shall be subject to the control and supervision of the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund.” 


That afterward, and on the 18th day of February, 1857, 
the said last-mentioned resolutions were duly adopted and 
passed by the Board of Aldermen of the defendants; and 
after being duly signed and certified by the Presidents of 
the said Boards, were, according to the statute in that 
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behalf made and provided, immediately thereafter, and on 
the 18th of February, 1857, presented, duly certified, to 
the Mayor of the said city, for his approbation. And the 
said Mayor did not, in any manner, return the said reso- 
lutions so presented to him, or any of them, to the said 
Board of Councilmen, either within ten days (Sundays 
excepted) after they were so presented to him, or at any 
time before the expiration of five days after the com- 
mencement of the then next, or March session of the said 
Common Council, for the year 1857, and has never re- 
turned the same, with his objections thereto; whereby, 
and by means whereof, the said resolutions took effect, in 
the same manner as if the said Mayor had approved and 
signed the same. 


\g That afterward, and on or about the 9th day of March, 
1857, the said defendants, by their proper officer, trans- 
mitted to the plaintiff a copy of the last-mentioned resolu- 
tions, duly certified. 


That afterward, and on or about the 10th day of March, 
1857, the plaintiff duly executed and acknowledged, and 
_ caused to be duly executed and acknowledged, a deed to 
the defendants, in the following words and figures, that is 
to say: 
(Here follows the deed.) 


That afterward, and on or about the same 10th of 
March, 1857, the plaintiff presented the said deed, so ex- 
ecuted and acknowledged, to Richard Busteed, Hsq., the 
Counsel to the said Corporation, and requested him to 
approve of the said deed and of the title to the lands and 
premises thereby conveyed, on the part of the said Cor- 


Doc. No. 16.) 12 


poration, and that, on or about the 16th day of the same, 
month, the said Corporation Counsel duly indorsed upon 
the said deed the words “ Approved as to form, Richard 
Busteed, Counsel to the Corporation,” and delivered the 
same to this plaintiff ; and that, at the same time, the said 
Counsel to the Corporation approved of the title to the 
said premises, and delivered to the plaintiff a copy of the 
last above mentioned resolutions, together with an instru- 
ment in writing, duly executed by him, and immediately 
following the said resolutions upon the said paper, and 
referring thereto, which said instrument is in the follow- 
ing words and figures, that is to say: 

“ Having examined the title to the property mentioned 
and referred to in the resolutions, of which the foregoing 
is a copy, I hereby approve of the same. 

“RICHARD BUSTEED, 
© Counsel to the Corporation 
“Dated New York, March 16th, 1857.” 


That afterward, and on the same 16th day of March, 
1857, the plaintiff duly ¢endered, offered and delivered the 
said copy of resolutions, the said instrument in writing, 
and the said decd, so indorsed, to the said defendants, 
the said Mayor and Comptroller of the city of New York, 
and at the same time requested the said defendants, the 
said Mayor and the said Comptroller, to accept the same; 
and the said defendants, the said Mayor and Comptroller 
did, respectively, wholly refuse’ to accept such deed, or in 
any way to recognize or complete said purchase. 

That at the time the said deed was executed as afore- 
said, and when the deed, so indorsed, and the said reso- 
lutions and approval, were so delivered to the plaintiff 
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by the Corporation Counsel, and when the same were 
presented to the said Mayor and Comptroller as afore- 
said, the plaintiff was the owner in fee simple of the lands 
and property described in the said deed, and conveyed 
thereby, with the appurtenances and hereditaments there- 
unto belonging; and that, at those several times, there 
was no lien or incumbrance upon the same, or any part 
thereof, with the exception of liens for taxes, and that 
such liens did not exceed the sum of two thousand five 
hundred dollars in the aggregate. 


That at the times of, and during all the acts and pro- 
ceedings herein set.forth, the defendants had power, un- 
der the said charters and laws to contract for and pur- 
chase the lands and property herein described,and to pay 
the plaintiff therefor, in accordance with the terms and 
provisions of the said last-mentioned resolutions, and by 
their several officers, herein named, to do and perform all 
the acts by such officers, done and performed as herein 


set forth, F 


Wherefore, the plaintiff demands judgment, that the 
said defendants, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
of the city of New York accept and receive the said 
deed, or such other suitable and proper assurance of the 
said premises aforesaid, as the court may approve, and 
pay to the said plaintif! the sum of one hundred and 
ninety-six thousand dollars, with interest thereon from 
the sixteenth day of March, 1857, and in all things spe- 
cifically execute the aforesaid contract of sale, and that 
the plaintiff may have such further relief, or such other 
relief in the premises, or both, as may be just. 


JOHN M. BARBOUR, 
Alt'y for Plaintiff, No. 61 Wall street. 
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On the 20th day of April, 1857, I addressed a letter, 
of which the following is a copy, to the Comptroller: 
Law Department, City or New York, 
Orrion or THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 
No. 51 Chambers street, 
April 20, 1857. 
Hon. A. C. Fiace, Comptroller, &e. 

Dear Sm:—Robert W. Lowber has commenced an ac- 
tion in the Supreme Court against the city, growing out 
of a resolution of the Common Council to purchase a site 
for a market on the East river. You are doubtless fa- 
miliar with the history of the transaction. I find that a 
resolution appropriating the sum of one hundred and 
ninety-six thousand dollars for the purchase of the site 
from Lowber passed the Board of Councilmen on the 
2ist of June 1857, and passed the Board of Aldermen 
on the 18th of February, 1857, and this resolution was 
not vetoed or returned by the Mayor. 

I Caused the title to the premises mentioned in the res- 
olution to be examined, and have heretofore approved 
the form of the deeds executed by Lowber and wife to 
the Corporation. The title was approved of by this de- 
partment. In the complaint of Mr. Lowber he recites 
the foregoing facts, and also ayows that he tendered the 
deed, so approved as to form, to you, and to the Mayor 
for your acceptance, and that you severally refused to ac- 
cept it. He now prays the aid of the court, and demands 
that by its judgment the Corporation be made to accept 
and receive the deed, and pay the said sum of one hun-- 
dred and ninety-six thousand dollars with interest from 
the 16th day of March, 1857, and specifically execute the 
contract. 
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I desire to know whether.such tender and refusal to 
accept, as I have siated, were made, and if they were, I 
desire then to know upon what ground the refusal to ac- 
cept the deed proceeded. 


The time to answer in the case expires to-morrow, and 
T solicit the favor of your immediate reply in writing. I 
cannot discover upon the face of the complaint, or in the 
action of the Common Council any thing illegal, and I 
will be very glad to have you point ont what sections or 
part of the charter or ordinances, if any, you suppose to 


have been violated in the premises. 
\ 


Tam truly, 
Your obedient servant, 
RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Counsel to the Corporation. 


Receiving no answer to this communication, I called on 
the Comptroller and asked himif there was any and what 
defence to the action. He statetl to me in reply that the 
suit must be defended; that the transaction was a gross 
fraud; that the Common Council and the Mayor were 
parties to the fraud; that the city did not want a market 
site located upon the lands, and that the members of the 
Common Council were a set of swindlers and thieves, and 
that this purchase was a nefarious transaction, originating” 
in and consummated by the fraudulent complicity of its 
members with the plaintiff, Lowber. 


I stated to the Comptroller that the alleged fraud 
would be a conclusive legal bar to the recovery by Mr. 
Lowber, and asked him if he would verify such an answer 
as he indicated. To my surprise he refused to do so. I 
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then asked him to give me the names of persons whom I 
could call as witnesses in proof of the fraud, and was told 
he knew of none. 


LT asked him if the fraud was matter of his own personal 
knowledge, and if he could himself establish it. He re-_ 
plied it was not, but that he was perfectly satisfied that it 
existed. I then told the Comptroller that I would not 
place upon the records of the court such grave charges 
against any person unless I could be reasonably assured 
that they were true and could be proven, and unless he 
was willing to swear to their truth I would not become 
the defamer of my own clients. 





The Comptroller then insisted that the suit must be de- 
fended at all cost and hazard, and claimed that the Cor- 
poration had no right to purchase real estate without an 
act of the legislature authorizing it, and referred me to 
the 19th section of the charter of 1853, as prohibiting the 
ineurring any such liabiltty as that to Lowber. 


That section is in these words: “The Common Coun- 
eil:shall not have authority to borrow any sums of money 
whatever on the credit of the Corporation, except in-anti- 
cipation of the revenue of the year in which such loan shall 
be made, unless authorized by a special act of the legis- 
lature.” 


I endeayored to explain ta him the distinction between 
borrowing money and purchasing property, but I failed to 
convince him there was any. He then stated that the 
Common Council had not made the previous appropriation 
rendered imperative by the charter. I read to him the 
resolution of appropriation itself, and informed him again 
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that there was no legal defence that I could interpose to 
the action, and that judgment must follow unless he could 
substantiate the allegations of fraud; that I could not set 
up his views of the law and adopt them as my own, when 
they were wholly repugnant to well-conceived legal ideas. 


The Comptroller carnestly and warmly reiterated that 
the action must be defended, and said that he would em- 
ploy counsel to do so if I would give my consent to the 
use of my official name by the person selected. I con- 
sented to this upon condition that the lawyer to be chosen 
was of character and ability sufficient to represent the 
city. He named William M. Evarts, Esq., and I readily 
acquiesced in the nomination. 


The subject of referring the case was matter of a pre- 
vious conversation with the Comptroller. Tinformed him 
that the plaintifi’s attorney had named Jonathan Miller, 
Esq., as sole referee, and that I had entire confidence in 
him, but the Comptroller was unwilling to accept any 
gentleman named by the plaintiff or his attorney, and out 
of a list of half a dozen persons whose names I suggested, 
the Comptroller selected Danicl E. Sickels, Hsq., and 
assigned as a reason, the familiarity of that gentleman 
with Corporation affairs, growing out of the official rela- 
tion which he formerly sustained to the city. 


The referee and the Counsel of the Comptroller were 
both known to me as good lawyers, and gentlemen of 
social and personal position, and I cheerfully pro hac vice 
resigned my honors and responsibilities. 


The answer which was put in, was prepared under the 
personal direction and supervision of the Comptroller. It 
2 
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was read to him before it was put in—it was sworn to by 
him—every one of its statements was of his own sugges- 
tion, and a 7 no where alleges any fraud against any of 
the parties to the action! 


Comment on this would seem to be superfluous. 
The following is the answer: 


SUPREME COURT. 


Rosert W. Lowser, 





against 

Tue Mayor, ALDERMEN AND Com- ie 

MONALTY oF THE City or New 
York. 





a eae ESL itt 3) 





The defendants, for answer to the complaint herein, re- 
spectfully shows to the court— 


That by an act of the legislature of the state of New 
York, passed April 7th, 1830, it is provided, as follows: 


§19. The Common Council of the city of New York 
shall not have authority to borrow any sums of money 
whatever, on the credit of the Corporation, except in an- 
ticipation of the revenue of the year in which such loan 
shall be made, unless authorized by a special act of the 
legislature. 

That by an act of the legislature, passed April 2d, 
1849, it is provided as follows: 

§ 19. It shall be lawful for the Common Council of said 
city to establish such other departments and bureaux as 
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they may deem the public interest may require, and to as- 
sign to them, and those herein created, such duties as they 
may direct, not inconsistent with this act; but no expense 
shall be incurred by any of the departments, or officers 
thereof, whether the object of the expenditure shall have 
been ordered by the Common Council or not, unless an 
appropriation shall have been previously made’concern- 
ing such expense. si cal oy 


That under the laws of the state of New York, and the 
charters of the city of New York, the Common Council 
of said city have no legal right to incur any expense, or 
to contract any debt, unless they have funds in their 
treasury, not otherwise appropriated, or the means of pro- 
curing such funds, by borrowing; and, unless prior to in- 
curring such expense, or contracting such debt, they ap- 
propriate the specific amount necessary to meet and 
satisfy such expense and debt out of such an appropriated 
balance and residue of funds in their treasury. 


That the resolution set forth in the complaint, as having 
been passed by the Board of Councilmen, on the 2ist day 
of January, 1857, and which purports to appropriate one 
hundred and ninety-six thousand dollars, for the purposes 
therein stated, is illegal and void. 

That at the time of the passage of said resolution, and 
at all times thereafter, the said defendants have not had 
any moneys at all in their treasury to meet such an ap- 
propriation, or out of which the same could be paid. That 
all the moneys in their treasury are devoted, under special 
acts of the legislature, to other specific purposes, which 
acts forbid the dppropriation of said moneys to any other 
uses than the uses authorized and allowed by said acts. 
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That said defendants have no private revenues of their 
own that could be used to meet said appropriation, their 
entire revenue being pledged, under an ordinance of the 
defendants, sanctioned and ratified by an act of the legis- 
lature to the Sinking Fund of the city of New York. 


That shortly after the passage of said resolution, the 
defendants applied to the legislature of the state, for au- 
thority to borrow a sum sufficient to meet the appropria- 
tion made in and by said resolution, and to pay for the 
land therein referred to. That the legislature has ad- 
journed, without passing any act to give the defendants 
such authority. 


That the appropriation attempted to be made, in and 
by said resolution, is wholly ineffectual and void, because, 
at the time it was made, and ever:since, there were no 
funds in the treasury of the defendants to mect the same, 
and no power to the defendants, or otherwise, to raise 
such funds; and no revenue accruing to the defendants, 
out of which the same could be taken; and that, until an 
act of the legislature is passed, authorizing them to borrow 
the funds referred to in the said resolution, that they have 
absolutely no means of obtaining the same. 


They, therefore, submit, that until said appropriation is 
rendered effectual by an act of the legislature, authoriz- 
ing the defendants to borrow the amount thereof, or to 
procure the same, through the Board of Supervisors of 
the city and county, by levying a tax on the people of the 
city of New York therefor, said resolution is ineffectual 
and inoperative, and the plaintiff has no right to enforce 
the contract therein alleged to be contained, and set forth 


21 (Doe. No. 16. 


in the complaint against these defendants who have a de- 
cree for a specific performance of said contract. 
RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Defendants’ Attorney. 


City and County of New York, ss: 


Azariah C. Flagg, of said city and county, being duly 
sworn, says, that he is Comptroller of the city of New 
York, and chief financial officer of these defendants; that 
he has heard read the foregoing answer, and knows the 
contents thereof; that the same is true of his own know- 
ledge, except as to those matters which are stated on in- 
formation and belief, and as to those matters, he believes 
it to be true. 

A. ©. FLAGG. 


day of April, 1857. 
James SANDFORD, 
Commissioner of Deeds. 


Sworn to before me this ey 


The cause being thus confided to the Comptroller, and 
the lawyer of his own selection; the fees of the referee 
and of the counsel fixed by himself—his views of the law 
nominally adopted by the Attorney of Record for the de- 
fendants, I gave myself no more anxiety in the premises; 
all the papers in the suit were then transferred to Mr. 
Evarts, from whom I received them back this 19th day of 
August, 1857, and with whom I have not had the pleasure 
of conversing since the 30th day of May last. No notice 
was ever sent to me by him as to the result of the suit, 
or any intimation of his own views in regard to the re- 
sult, and no request from him, through any source what- 
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ever, to take any steps to appeal from the decision of the 
“referee, and, up to this hour I have no knowledge what- 
ever whether he coincides with, or dissents from, the very 
able and learned opinion of the gentleman to whom the 
action was referred. 
The following is a copy of the decision of the referee: 
SUPREME COURT. 





Rosert W. Lowser, 





against 
( 

Tur Mayor, ALDERMEN AND Com- 
MONALTY OF THE city or New 


York. 





) 


The undersigned, duly appointed by the Supreme Court, 
a referee to hear and determine this action, and the issues 
therein, having duly considered the allegations and proofs 
of the parties, and having heard John W. Barbour and 
Charles O’Conor, squires, for the plaintiff, and Richard 
Busteed and William M. Hyarts, Esquires, for the defend- 
ants, reports to the court as follows: 

* TI find as matter of facts: 

First. That the resolution set forth upon the complaint 
upon the first page thereof duly passed by the Board of 
Councilmen and Board of Aldermen and approved by the 
Mayor as therein stated, on the 16th day of August, 1856. 

Second. That under and in pursuance of the directions 
contained in the said resolutions, the Comptroller of the 
city of New York, duly caused the advertisement set forth 
in the complaint to be published as therein stated. 
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Third. That under and in pursuance of the said adver- 
tisement, the plaintiff, on the 6th of November, 1856, and 
before 2 o'clock, p.xt. of that day, duly signed and exe- 
cuted, inclosed (with the map therein referred to,) in a 
sealed envelope, proposals indorsed “Proposals for a block 
of ground for a market,” and directed and delivered to 
the said Comptroller a proposal and offer of the plaintiff, 
in writing, subscribed by him in the words and figures set 
forth in the complaint in this action. 


Fourth. That on the same 6th day of November, a bid 
or proposal was also presented to the said Comptroller 
by D. Palmer, President, under the said advertisement, 
which said last-mentioned bid is also set forth in the com- 
plaint; that except the said bids of the plaintiff and D. 
Palmer, no bid or proposal was made or presented to the 
Comptroller under or in pursuance of the said advertise- 
ment, and that the plaintiff was the lowest bidder under 
the said advertisement. 


Fifth. That on the tenth of November, 1856, the said 
Compiroller transmitted to the Common Couucil of the 
city of New York, the said proposal together with a let- 
ter of that date which is also set forth in the complaint. 

Sixth. That the said bid or proposal of the plaintiff 
was duly accepted by the said defendants; that on the 21st 
of January, 1857, the further resolutions set forth in the 
said complaint were duly adopted and passed by the Board 
of Councilmen of the defendants; that afterward and on 
the 18th February, 1857, the said last-mentioned resolu- 
tions were duly adopted and passed by the Board of Alder- 
men of the defendants, and were, according to the statute, 
in that behalf made and provided, immediately thereafter 
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and on the 18th of February, 1857, presented, duly certi- 
fied to the Mayor of the said city, for his approbation, and 
the said Mayor did not in any manner return the said 
vesolutions so presented to him or any of them to the said 
Board of Councilmen, either within ten days (Sundays 
excepted) after they were so presented to him, or at any 
time before the expiration of five days after the commence- 
ment of the then next or March session of the said Com- 
mon Council for the year 1857, and has never returned the 
same with his objections thereto, and that thereby and by 
means thereof the said resolutions took effect in the same 
manner as if the said Mayor had approved and signed the 
same, and became and were valid, operative and effectual. 


Seventh. That afterward and on the 9th of March, 1857, 
the defendants, by their proper officer, duly transmitted 
to the plaintiff a copy of the said last-mentioned resolu- 
tions, duly signed and certified, and that the plaintiff duly 
accepted the same. 


Eighth. That afterward and on the 10th of March, 
1857, the plaintiff duly executed to the defendants, and 
acknowledged and caused to be duly executed and ac- 
knowledged the deed of conveyance which is set forth in 
the complaint. 

Ninth. That afterward, and on the same 10th of March, 
the plaintiff presented the said deed to Richard Busteed, 
Hsq., the Counsel to the said Corporation, and requested 
him to approve of the said deed, and of the title to the lands 
and premises thereby conveyed; that on the 16th of the 
same March, the said Corporation Counsel duly indorsed 
upon the said deed, the words “ Approved as to form, 
Richard Busteed, Counsel to the Corporation,” and de- 
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liyered the same to the plaintiff, and that at the same time 
the said Counsel to the Corporation approved of the title 
to the said premises, and delivered to the plaintiff a copy 
of the last above-mentioned resolutions together with an 
instrument, in writing, duly signed and executed by him, 
immediately following the said resolutions upon the same 
paper, and referring thereto in the words and figures in 
that regard set forth in the complaint. 


Tenth. That afterward, and on the same 16th day of 
March, 1857, the plaintiff duly tendered, offered and de- 
livered the said copy resolutions, the said instrument in 
writing, and the said deed (so indorsed) to the said de- 
fendants, the said Mayor and the said Comptroller of the 
city of New York, but that the said Mayor and the said 
Comptroller, wholly refused to accept such deed, or in 
any way to recognize or complete the said purchase. 


Eleventh. That at the time the said deed was executed 
as aforesaid, and when the said deed and the said resolu- 
tions and approval were so tendered and delivered as 
aforesaid, the plaintiff was the owner in fee simple of the 
Jands and property described in the said deed and con- 
veyed thereby with the appurtenances and hereditaments 
thereunto belonging, and that at those several times there 
was no lien nor incumbrances upon the same or any part 
thereof, with the exception of liens for taxes, and that 
such liens did not exceed the sum of two thousand five 
hundred dollars in the aggregate. 


Twelfth,—That the said defendants are a corporation, 
duly incorporated and organized by, and under various 
charters and laws of the state of New York, and that at 
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the time of, and during all the acts and proceedings herein 
mentioned, the defendants had power, under the said char- 
ters and laws to contract for, and purchase the lands and 
property described in the said deed, and to pay the plain- 
tiff therefor, in accordance with the terms and provisions 
of the said last-mentioned resolutions. 


Thirteenth.—That the sum of one hundred and ninety- 
six thousand dollars being the purchase price of the prem- 
ises described in the said deed, has not, nor has any 
part thereof, been paid to the plaintiff by the defendants, 
and that the whole of the said sum, together with the in- 
terest thereon from the 16th of March, 1857, is now due and 
owing by, and from the defendants to the plaintiff, and is 
unpaid. ‘ 

Fourteenth.—And I find generally that each, and all of 
the several facts set forth in the complaint, are true as 
therein stated. 

And upon the facts so found by me, my conclusions of 
law are— 

First.—That by, and in consequence of the several res- 
olutions, letters, acts, and doings of the plaintiffs, and de- 
fendants and the officers of the latter respectively, the plain- 
tiff became, and was previous to the tender and delivery 
of the said deed as aforesaid, legally and equitably bound 
and liable to the defendants to execute, tender and deliver 
to them the deed mentioned in the complaint, and thereby 
to convey to them the premises which are described there- 
in, in the manner and form in which the said deed was in 
fact, tendered and delivered. 

Second.—That by, and in consequence of the several res 
olutions, letters, acts and doings of the plaintiff and de- 
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fendants, and the officers of the latter respectively, and of 
the execution, tender and delivery of the said deed as afore- 
said, the defendants became, and were previous to, and at 
the time of the commencement of this action, legally and 
equitably bound, and liable to the plaintiff, to receive and 
accept the said deed from him, and to pay to the plaintiff 
the sum of one hundred and ninety-six thousand dollars 
with interest thereon from the 16th day of March, 1857. 


Third.—That the plaintiff is entitled to a judgment in 
this action against the defendants, for the said sum of one 
hundred and ninety-six thousand dollars; with interest 
thereon from the 16th day of March, 1857, amounting in 
all, to the sum of one hundred and ninety-nine thousand 
three hundred and fifty-three dollars and seventy-seven 
cents, together with his costs and disbursements in this 
action. 


All of which is respectfully submitted to the court. 
(Signed,) D. E. SICKLES, 
Referee. 
New York, June 12th, 1857. 


Ihave deemed it my duty to the Common Council, 
whose servant I am in all that may be legally required 
of me, to make this communication in defence of allow- 
ing a claim to be contested which my own clients did not 
seck to avoid. Aside from the statements of the Comptrol- 
ler I had no direction or warrant to seek to set aside the 
contract which you made with Mr. Lowber. If there has 
been no fraud practiced by yourselves against your con- 
stituents, it is your duty and Lowber’s right to have your 
contract with him carried out in good faith. As matter 


Doc. No. 16.) 28 


of law, I adyise you that you are bound to its perform- 
ance, and that the misconduct of a refractory agent of 
yours, or the clamors of disappointed competitors and 
their sympathizers, will not justify the attempt to avoid 
its execution, or delay its intended benefits to the city. 


T regret that I yielded to the unmanageable caprices of 
the Comptroller because the city must be a loser by the 
litigation some thousands of dollars. I had, before this 
instance, interposed answers in actions against the city 
where there was no legal defence, in deference to his po- 
sition, character and age. I did so in this case upon the 
same grounds, and, perhaps, because I cowardly shrank 
from the censure which opposition to his wishes and 
views would probably bring upon me from that portion 
of the public who consider him infallible. I shall do so 
no more, unless, in the language of the charter of 1857, 
so ordered by the Corporation.” I was elected by the 
people of this city the legal adviser to the Mayor, Alder- 
men and Commonalty, and I do not understand this to 
mean that I am the slave of a fellow-servant. 

Very respectfully, 
RICHARD BUSTEED, 
Counsel to the Corporation. 


DOCUMENT No. 17. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 
SEPTEMBER 7, 1857. 


a 


The following, being the report of the Joint Special Com- 
mittee, on the subject of the disposal of the Gold Box, 
bequeathed by Gen. Andrew Jackson, was received, 
laid on the table, and directed to be printed. 

D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred 
the subject of the disposal of the gold box bequeathed by 
the illustrious Gen. ANDREW Jackson, respectfully 

REPORT: 


That the subject of a gold box was originally brought out 
by the Common Council of 1819, who, on the 22d Febru- 
ary, with a series of resolutions, presented one to General 
Andrew Jackson. For the information of the Board, 
your Committee will state the action of the Common 
Council upon the occasion of the arrival of Gen. Jackson 
in this city. 
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At a special meeting, convened at the City Hall on the 
— Feb’y, 1819, his Honor the Mayor, Cadwallader D. 
Colden, arose and stated what the meeting was called 
for, when the Hon. Richard Riker, the Recorder, present- 
ed a series of resolutions, which are as follows, viz: 


Whereas, The Common Council of the city of New York 
entertain a deep'and grateful sense of the public services 
of Major-general Andrew Jackson, as a testimony of 
which, and wishing to transmit to posterity the respect 
they bear for his military achievements, the splendor of 
which has been surpassed only by the great and lasting 
benefits they have secured to the United States. 


Therefore, the Common Council, acting in behalf of the 
citizens of New York, do resolve: 


First. That the freedom of the city, in a gold box, with 
a suitable inscription, be presented to Major-general An- 
drew Jackson, at a Common Council to be specially con- 
yened for that purpose, and that an appropriate address 
be made to him by his Hon. the Mayor, in behalf of the 
Corporation. 


Secondly. That he be respectfully requested to permit a 
full length portrait painting of him to be taken, under 
the direction of the Corporation, to be placed in the gal- 
lery of paintings in the City Hall. 


Thirdly. That the Recorder, Aldermen) Munson, Mr. 
Stevens, Mr. Allen and, Mr. Bolton be a Committee to 
wait, upon Gen. Jackson, upon his arrival in this city, and 
communicate to him, in behalf of the Corporation, ithe 
high satisfaction it will afford them to receive him in 
their Council chamber, and the manner in which they are 
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desirous of giving a public demonstration of the very dis- 
tinguished interest they take in his character and his 
fame. 

Resolved, That the Committee, appointed to receive Gen. 
Jackson, in behalf of this Board, be instructed to offer to 
him and his suite a conveyance up the Hudson river to 
West Point, and back to this city in a steamboat, under 
the direction of the Corporation. 


Resolved, That the Committee invite Gen. Jackson and 
suite to be with the Corporation on Monday, when his 
Honor the Mayor presents the standard to the Governor’s 
Guard. ‘i 


Resolved, That said Committee be directed to carry into 
effect the preceding resolutions, and his Honor the Mayor 
was also requested to procure the gold box. 


In compliance with the preceding resolutions, a gold 
box, with a preamble, &c. thereon, tendering the freedom 
of the city, was presented to Gen. Jackson; and in the 
last will and, testament of that illustrious statesman, is 
fou nd the followin g clause, viz: 


“The gold box presented to me by the Corporation of 
the city of New York; the large silver vase presented to 
me by the ladies of Charleston, S. C., my native state, 
with the large picture representing the unfurling of the 
American banner, presented to me by the citizens of South 
Carolina, when it was refused to be accepted by the Uni- 
ted States Senate, I leave in trust to my son, A. Jackson, 
Jr., with directions that, should our happy country not be 
blessed with peace—an event not always to be expected— 
he will, at the close of the war or end of the conflict, pre- 
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sent each of the said articles of inestimable value to that 
patriot residing in the city or state from which they were 
presented, who shall be adjudged by his countrymen or 
the ladies, to have been the most valiant in defence of his 
country and our country’s rights.” 


In the Mayor’s message, presented February 18, 1857, 
he calls the attention of the Common Council to the will, 
and also the necessity of taking immediate action to dis- 
pose of the box, as the late war with Mexico and the very 
eminent and brilliant achievements of many of our own 
sons in that campaign render it beyond question the very 
occasion contemplated by Gen. Jackson. 


In view of the above, Alderman Moneghan, at a meet- 
ing of the Board of Aldermen, on 2d March, 1857, offered 
the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That a special committee of three be appointed 
to confer with a similar committee from the other Board 
of the Common Council, whose specific duty it shall be to 
make the necessary and proper arrangements for the dis- 
position of the gold box mentioned in the said will, and 
a strict compliance with the request of the donor. 


In compliance with this resolution, the President ap- 
pointed Aldermen Moneghan, Wilson and Fullmer; and 
at a subsequent mecting, Aldermen Banta and Drake were 
added to the Committee. The Committee on the part of 
the Board of Councilmen were Councilmen Van Tine, 
Kennard, Noyes, Schappert and Baulch, all of which com- 
prised the Joint Special Committee. i 


The Committee immediately called a meeting to take 
the subject into consideration, and found it would be ut- 
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terly impossible to decide and have the same presented by 
the 4th of July, which was recommended in the Mayor’s 
message; but upon reflection they concludedsto have the 
subject disposed of by the 14th of September, the celebra- 
tion of the surrendering of the city of Mexico. 


The question then arose whether they should proceed,. 
before getting information as to how to obtain the box,. 
which brought the Committee to the conclusion to address. 
the following letter to A. Jackson, Jr., viz: 


New York, No. 8 City Hall, 
March 17, 1857. 
Anprew Jackson, Jr., Bsq.: 


Dear Sir:—A Joint Committee of the Common Coun- 
cil of this city has been appointed, for the purpose of 
making such disposition of the gold box presented to your 
venerated sire, by the Corporation of the city of New 
York, as was contemplated by him in his last will and 
testament. The box, as you are aware, was left in trust 
to you “with directions that should our happy country 
not be blessed with peace—an event not always to be ex- 
pected—he (yourself) will, at the close of the war or end 
of the conflict, present it to that patriot residing in the 
city or state from which it was presented, who shall be 
adjudged by his countrymen *o have been the most valiant 
in defence of his country and our country’s rights. 


The Committee have commenced their arrangements 
with a view of arriving, as correctly and as speedily as 
possible, at a fair and just discrimination of the party 
entitled to receive this gift of great value—made the more 
so from the unmistakable character of the donor, as a war- 
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rior and as a statesman, and the excellent condition of its 
presentation. 


In order, therefore, that the intentions of the lamented 
patriot may be literally carried into effect and the Com- 
mittee assisted in perfecting their part of the pleasing 
task, it is of the ‘utmost importance to learn from you 
whether we may expect the gold snuffbox so generously 
bequeathed, in the event of a decision being arrived at 
and upon representation by proper authority. 

An answer will be gratefully acknowledged by 
Your obedient servant, 
PETER MONEGHAN, 
Chairman of the Joint Special Committee. 


The following was received from A. Jackson, Jr., in 

reply, viz: 
Hermirace, near Nashville, Tenn., 
April 14, 1857. 
Perer Monecuan, Esq., 
Chairman of the Joint Special Committee 
of the city of New York: 

Dear Sir:—Your favor of date the 17th ult., has just 
been received. By a misdirection, to wit: Andrew Jack- 
son, Jr., Hermitage, Decatur county, Tenn, it has sojourn- 
ed at another post-office, near by, in Tenn., until the pres- 
ent moment; its contents I have carefully noticed. * * 


The gold box left me in trust by my venerated father 
is still here at the Hermitage, safely deposited away. It 
has been, and will be, and is, at all times ready to be pre- 
sented to’ that patriot whom the corporate authorities of 
the city, or state of New York shall deem fit to receive it. 
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It is a precious gift, sir, left by the dying patriot to 
one of his favored countrymen from the great state of 
New York. May it be worthilyand deservedly bestowed 
—for we all remember the glorious “motto” for his be- 
loved country—* Our glorious country; it must and shall 
be preserved!” As soon’as theselection is made by the 
proper authorities of New York, in conformity with the 
will, I am ready to present it to the favored son selected, 
either here or at Nashville, or in the city of New York, 
or to forward it on through the hands of some safe person, 
selected for that purpose, and authority will be given him 
to present it in my name. * & 


I respectfully submit} the above to the considera- 
tion of the Committee, with the addition, that I shall be 
pleased to hear from them at any and all times upon the 
subject. Shiaahé 

With great respect, I remain, 
Respectfully, your ob’t sev’t, 
ANDREW JACKSON, Jr. 


Your Committee, after obtaining the information that 
the box was in readiness, and could be obtained as soon 
as their decision was given, proceeded with the investiga- 
tion immediately. A meeting was ordered for the 21st 
April, 1857, at 2P.mt., and due publicity of the intentions 
of the Committee was given by advertising the call in all 
of the newspapers, and particularly requesting every per- 
son, conceiving himself to be interested, to attend and pre- 
sent his claims or give his views as to whom he might 
think the most’ worthy to receive the gift. 


Your Comntittee deemed it of the utmost importance 
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to invite General Winfield:Scott, and upon invitation, the 
gallant General honored the Committee with his presence, 
and which your Committee are free to confess was a high 
compliment paid them.©- The General suggested the pro- 
priety of the Committee addressing letters of inquiry to 
Generals Shields, Quitman, Twiggs, Wool, Clark, Harney 
and Smith, as the New York Volunteers were directly 
under the command of them. He also stated that he did 
not desire to give an individual opinion, as he did not feel 
competent to decide the matter on Ais own responsibility, 
he wished, his opinion or suggestions acted on in con- 
nection with theirs. 


Your Committee acted by the advice of the General, 
and addressed letters to the above-named parties, and an- 
swers were received from them, but of no assistance to the 
Committee to aid them in their decision, as not one of 
them could testify to the individual claims of any par- 
ticular person; they all spoke of the New York Volun- 
teers as a body, and could make no individual selection as 
to the most valiant and brave. 


The following is the evidence elicited upon the exam- 
ination, viz: 


Capt. Mortimer Fairchild was the first to be examined; 
he stated that he had deen im all of the battles as set forth 
in the book which was before the Committee, containing a 
list of officers, who marched with the army under the com- 
mand of Major-general Winfield Scott, from Puebla to the 
city of Mexico; he only claimed to have done his duty, but 
did not profess to be braver than any other person. 


Capt. C. H. Innis, here stated: that he had been in all 
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of the battles, andyhad done but his duty; he was disabled 
in the last battle of Mexico; he left New York a lieuten- 
ant, and was promoted captain; he was slightly wounded 
in the battle of Cherubusco. The captain gave a brief 
history of the Mexican war, and stated that Lieut. Thos. 
J. Rogers was the person who displayed the colors from 
the window of the castle at the battle of Chapultepec; he 
also professed to have been a close observer of the con- 
duct of the officers during the war, and thinks that Capt. 
Mortimer Fairchild is a braver man than Col. Ward B. 
Burnett. 


Mr. Mathews being the next person to give his views; 
stated that he had been in all of the battles, and that he 
thought Fairchild a braver man than Burnett, because 
Burnett left the charge at Cerro Gordo, and wasnot to be 
found, and Fairchild took command; Fairchild’s conduct 
on this occasion, will be found in the report of the com- 
mander-in-chief. 


Alfred W. Taylor, stated; that he enlisted as a private 
soldier, and now was a brevet-major; that he arose for the 
purpose of correcting some errors in regard to Col. Bur- 
nett not being in charge of his regiment at the battle of 
Cerro Gordo, as was stated by Mr. Mathews, at the 
meeting of the Committee on the 15th July, 1857, and for 
which he came to deny and say was untrue; that in all 
occasions, from the landing at Vera Cruz up to the City 
of Mexico, Col. Burnett did not commit one act unbecom- 
ing of a soldier, but on the contrary acted noble and 
brave; and of all parties connected with the New York 
Volunteer Regiment, he thought Burnett was the most 
worthy to receive the gift. 
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Capt. Addison Farnsworth was the next; who stated 
that he came voluntarily and without any solicitation of 
any person, to refute the charges made against Col. Bur- 
nett, as to his leaving the command of his regiment at . 
Cerro Gordo; he asked Capt. Fairchild if he made that 
statement; to which Fairchild answered no, and said that 
Mathews in his statement was mistaken in regard to Bur- 
nett leaving the command; he would-say that Burnett was 
present at Cerro Gordo, and acted nobly; Farnsworth 
stated that Major Burnham took command after Baxter 
fell, instead of Fairchild, as was asserted by Mr. Mathews, 
and when Burnham was wounded by a spent ball, Capt. 
Barclay took command for a short time, and then Burn- 
ham resumed command afterward; I never saw one more 
brave than the other. If I should say who should receive 
this present, I should say Colonel Burnett, for various 
reasons: 

Ast. In his organizing the regiment. 

2d. In his disciplining the regiment. 

8d. For his energy, &c., in conducting the affairs of the 
regiment. 

4th. For his bravery on all occasions, not surpassed by 
any man in the war, and particularly as head of the reg- 
iment; if presented to him, it would be complimentary to 
us all, and not liable to cause as much dissatisfaction as to 
present it to a junior officer. 

Itis my firm belief that if Col. Burnett had not had com- 
mand of the New York Volunteers, Gen. Scott would have 
sent our regiment to the Rio Grande. Scott thought well 
of Burnett, and through Burnett’s persuasion, he ordered 
us to where the regiment won the honors which the. his- 
tory of that war will speak of in the highest terms. 


. 
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Capt. Farnsworth here stated, that Lieut. Dardonville 
was the first to display the colors at Chapultepec. 


Lieut. Dardonville gave his statement as follows, vizi— 
I put the flag on Chapultepec; Captain Fairchild came to 
me and wanted me to take the flag to the cupola; the 
eastle had been taken then a long time. Lieut. Thomas 
J. Rogers and myself displayed the colors out of the win- 
dow of the castle; I was the first American in the castle; 
I put one flag out and Rogers the other. If I were to de- 
cide as to the disposal of the box I would say, give it to 
Col. Burnett, not because he is braver than any one else; 
but because is the commanding officer. 


William P. Wood here stated, that he did not belong to 
the New York Volunteers, but did belong to the Texan 
Rangers, and was through the Mexican war; his residence 
was in Washington, where he read a statement in the 
papers regarding Burnett at Cerro Gordo, which he caine 
on a purpose to deny. 


I first became acquainted with the New York Regiment 
when they were quartered at Puebla; and I believe to 
Col. Burnett the New York Regiment is indebted for its 
discipline and military tactics. At the battle of Cheru- 
busco the New York Regiment received their first praise. 


At that battle I was ordered by my commanding officer to 
go to the assistance of a soldier who was laying in advance 
of the New York Regiment, wounded, whom I found to be 
Burnett; a tall Irishman was with him, I believe; he was 
the color-sergeant, and of whom Burnett spoke of as being 
the only one that he could get to accompany him so far in 
advance of the regiment, dnd for which he should be re- 
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warded. I gaye the Colonel my blanket, and watched him 
and the sergeant, who lay beside him, that night; in the 
morning we awoke, and the Colonel turning round, to con- 
gratulate his comrade, the sergeant, found him dead. 


Icame here to submit this statement in behalf of Bur- 
nett, and would recommend that he be selected as the re- 
cipient of the gift. 


Lieutenant David Doremus stated, that he witnessed the 
acts of these claimants, Burnett and Fairchild, and never 
supposed one was braver than the other, but was in favor 
of giving the box to Burnett because he is the sénior offi- 
cer. My opinion is that you cannot decide as to bravery. 
Fairchild was a brave man and a good officer, but to be- 
stow amark of distinction on our regiment, comprising so 
many brave fellows, the token should be giyen to the 
senior officer. 


If Thad the choice of a colonel to take command of a 
regiment, it would be Burnett; I think there is no mar 
more capable. 


But as to bravery, there was no other man at Neuva 
Rancho that displayed bravery or more distinguished him- 
self than Major Garret Dyckman; they all done their 
duty, but on this occasion Dyckman more distinguished 
himself than any of the rest. 


Robert Allison, a private, here corroborated what had 
been said in favor of Burnett, and thought Burnett should 
receive the gift. 


Sergeant Wm. Peel here stated that he left the city of 
New York with the regiment and returned with them. In 





18 (Doc. No. 17. 


regard to discipline, he thought that Burnett was superior 
to Fairchild; but as to bravery I think that Fairchild is 
a braver man, anda good military man. Major Garret 
Dyckman is Burnett’s equal in every particular. There 
was no braver man than Dyckman in the whole regiment; 
had Baxter lived he would have been Burnett's equal. 


The rumor was that Burnett could not be found at Tele- 
graph Hill. 


Wn. D. Parisen, a sergeant, spoke in the highest terms 
of Col. Burnett asa soldier and a brave man, and said 
that he was sent to represent fifteen of the privates, who 
had authorized him to speak in their behalf in favor of 
Burnett. 


Lieutenant Henry Gaines here stated that he was at the 
siege of Vera Cruz and Neuva Rancho, and was a close 
observer of Col. Burnett, and can say that he was the 
most prominent man in the field. 


It has been asserted that Gen. Burnett dismounted and 
sought refuge behind his horse at the time the bullets 
were flying. 

I was the Colonel’s adjutant and am here to contradict 
that statement. The Colonel dismounted before the fight- 
ing commenced; and at the time of firing the Colonel 
was at the head of his men, giving orders in his usual 
cool way. Inever saw a cooler man in my life on the 
field of battle. He was as well liked by the privates as 
a colonel generally is, and I decidedly think that he is 
entitled to the box. 


John Garrett here gave his views; he said that he was 
a member of the New York regiment, and thought that 
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Burnett ought to have the box, not because he is braver 
than any other man, but because he was the senior officer. 
I don’t know any man who I would rather see get it than 
Fairchild. I carried Innis and Sweeney off of the field 
at Cherubusco, wounded. 


Wm. P. Hall, one of the Regulars, here arose and 
stated that he had done as good service and was as much 
entitled to the.box as any other person; he, therefore, sub- 
mitted the following specifications in his own behalf, viz: 


To Committee on Gold Box: 

GerntLemen—There is now upon file in the City Hall, a 
claim for the gold box bequeathed to this city by Gen. 
Andrew Jackson. 


Said claim I presented in 1852, and as the question at 
issue upon gold box is, to which soldier upon a claim of 
individual bravery shall it be presented, I again respect- 
fully direct your attention to it. 


A perusal of the copy inclosed will dispel the supposi- 
tion that my claim is based upon my rank, or in having 
been honored with the command of one of the noblest regi- 
ments in the U. S. Army, but that its foundation stone 
is individual service. 

With the original document (already in your hands,) 
will be found the necessary references, affidavits, &c., &c, 

Respectfully submitting both to your consideration, 


I remain your obedient servant, 
W. P. HALL. 
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CLAIM FOR GOLD BOX. 


SPECIFICATION FIRST. 

Active participation in every engagement, under General 
Winfield Scott in the Mexican war, viz:—Bombardment 
of Vera Cruz; battles of Cerro Gordo, Contreras; Cheru- 
busco, El Molino del Rey; storming of Chapultepec and 
the city of Mexico. 

SPECIFICATION SECOND. 
Promotions during the war, as follows: 
Private to Corporal at Puebla, 1847. 
Corporal to Sergeant at Chapultepec, 1848. 
Sergeant to Color Sergeant at Chapultepec, 1848. 
Color Serg’t to Acting Serg’t-Major at Chapultepec, 1848. - 
Acting to Sergeant-Major of the regiment at Puebla, 1848. 


SPECIFICATION THIRD. 


Volunteering to storm first, the castle of Chapultepec, 
and afterward the gates of Mexico. 


SPECIFICATION FOURTH. 
Placing storming ladders on the parapet of Chapultepec, 
within fifteen fect of the enemy’s guns, while exposed to a 
tremendous fire of grape and cannister. ~ 


SPECIFICATION FIFTH, 

Being one of the first up the hill of Chapultepec, and 

carrying up that hill the government national flag, which 
was hoisted on the castle. 


SPECIFICATION SIXTH. 
‘Turning one of the enemy's guns (a nine pounder)fat: Che- 
rubusco, upon' the retreating Mexican columns and driving 
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said piece after them, doing considerable execution with 
grape shot. 


SPECIFICATION SEVENTH. 


Assisting in the capture of a Mexican battery (a twelve 
and a sixty-two pounder) placed on the San Cosmo road, 
advancing to it through a wet ditch, waist deep, and ex- 
posed to a severe fire of musketry and grape shot. 


W. P. HALL, 
Late Sergeant-Major 2d U. S. Artillery, 
99 Charlton street, New York City. 


Vrederick E. Meyer, sergeant in regular army, second 
artillery, stated, that he is acquainted with Mr. Hall, and 
that he was no braver than any other man, and that some 
of the statements made by Hall were not true. The 
reason why he was promoted:was for want of men capa- 
ble, not for bravery. 


Mr. Hall then arose, and stated, that any thing Meyer 
said could be relied on. 


Edward Reynolds, private of company K, stated, that 
he did not deem one more worthy than the other to re- 
ceive this gift, that he had only one opinion as to the, 
bravery of the officers, which is, that Major Garret Dyck- 
man was the bravest man in Mexico; that he performed 
several as brilliant acts, as ever were performed by any 
soldier ou the field of battle. 





Joseph Henricks here stated, that he acted as private 
secretary to Colonel Burnett, and had an opportunity of 
hearing remarks from the staff officers, and Major Dyck- 
man was often spoken of as a valiant officer. 


17 (Doe. No. 17. 


Sergeant Reynolds submitted the name of Major Gar- 
ret Dyckman, as a claimant, and asserts that he is more 
entitled to the box than any other man, for having per- 
formed more brave acts than any other soldier in the 
regiment. 


The following communication was submitted by Major 
Garret Dyckman, viz: 
To the Chairman of the Committee 
on the General Jackson Gold Box: 

\ Duar Str:—I respectfully submit the claims of the fol- 
lowing named persons, for the above-mentioned bequest: 
Lieutenant Doremus, Sergeant Reynolds, Geo. Aird, Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Rogers, Mayne Reid and Lieutenant Hip. 
Dardonville. 


Samuel Gardner, a corporal of Company I, stated, that 
he thought Captain Fairchild was more entitled to the 
box than any other person, and would recommend that 
the Committee decide in his favor. 


Joseph S. Gardner, of Company I, stated, that he did 
not think one man braver than the other, as they all done 
“their duty; he further states, that his preference to receive 
the box would be Captain Fairchild, as Captain Fairchild 
had command on the road going from Cerra Gordo to 
Jalapa, in pursuit of Santa Anna, and Burnett was not to 
be seen during the chase. 


The following communications were received in behalf 
of Major Garret Dyckman, which are as follows, viz: 
To the Jackson Gold Box Committee: 


GenTLemen:—The undersigned members of the New 
2 
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York Volunteers, respectfully request that you will award 
the bequest of General Jackson to Major Garret Dyckman, 
as the most valiant son of New York in the war with 
Mexico, because, in our opinion, he was on all occasions 
equal to any other officer in the army, and on many, done 
more gallant service than others; being always found 
amongst the bravest of the brave. We could specify 
many reasons for this request, but having been a partici- 
pant with him in many of his gallant actions, do not wish 
to puff ourselves. In awarding him the box, you will meet 
the wishes of a large majority of the surviving members 


of the regiment, and receive our sincere thanks. 


Yours, &c., 

‘Geo. Bebee, Co. K., 

John McLean, ist Serg’t, 
Co. K., 

John Collins Co. K., 

Hdward Reynolds, Serg’t, 
Co. K., 

James Stivers, Oo. I., 

James T, Humphrey, Co. 
K., 

R. W. Aindeze, Co. 0., 

Philip Conway, 3d Serg’t, 
Co. C., 

Richard T. Jefferson, Co., 
Ds 

James Duncan, Co. A., 

Serg’t Joseph Campbell, 
Co. F., 

John S. Gardner, Co. I., 

Wiiliam Daily, Co. I., 


George Pemberton, 

Samuel Duffin, 

Charles H. Farrell, Serg’t, 
Co. L., 

George F. Stringer, Co. 
i, 

R. M. Harper, 0. S. G., 

Frederick Hartsman, 
(ORs 

James Hutton, Co. L, 

Eliphalet Everett, Co. K., 

D. Lewis Frost, Co. K., 

James E. Bissell, Co. K., 

James D. Potter, 2d Lieut. 
Co. I., 

Thomas J. Rogers, 2d Lieut. 
Co. A., 

John B, Beatty, Serg’t Co. 
[on 


Co. 
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George Platt, Co. B., Oliver A. Tilden Go. C., 

John Smith, Co. G., John Moran, Co. I., 

Samuel Sissine, 1st Serg’t, Edwin W. Hacker, Co. A., 
Co. K., John McNulty, Co. D, 


To the Committee of the Common Council 
on the Jackson Gold Box: 


The undersigned respectfully request that you will 
award the box to Major Dyckman, for the following rea- 
sons: Doing as good service as any other officer in the 
regiment, on all occasions; and at Vera Cruz, skirmishing 
near and around the walls of the city, in a brave and gal- 
lant manner; sustaining a charge of Mexican lancers of 
eight times his own number, and fighting them uutil he re- 
ceived assistance; leading his company bravely into action 
in every battle that was fought by our regiment, and 
always remaining in advance, where he fell, (mortally 
wounded, as was supposed at the time,) at Cherubusco. 
We do not claim that Capt. Dyckman was any braver than 
most of our regiment, but we do claim that for bravery he 
is far in advance of those who are named for the box. 

Respectfully, yours, 
August J, Heiss, Co. B., Chas. Pingolt, Co. B., 
Jacob Risengarden, Co. B., Jas. Hentrel, Co.B., 
Eoval Lowen, Co. B. 


To the Honorable Committee of the Common Council 
having the disposition of the Jackson Gold Box: 
Grntuemen:—The undersigned, in claiming in behalf of 
Breyet Lieutenant Col. Garret Dyckman, the gold box, be- 
queathed by Andrew Jackson, we do not so on the ground 
that he was the bravest man in the New York Regiment, 
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or that his gallantry in the war with Mexico, was unpar- 
alleled to the exclusion of every other soldier of that war, 
nor on the plea of his elevated military position, as one of 
the officers of the First Regiment of New York Volun- 
teers, but on the ground of his having performed as many 
deeds of bravery and daring, and added as much honor by 
his services to the escutcheon of his state, as any other man 
engaged in the war; for the truth of which, we proudly 
refer, without the fear of contradiction or denial, to the 
following specifications: 


First. For his having from the landing at the Island of 
Lobos to the final surrender of the City of Mexico, the 
best disciplined company in the regiment—the men being 
always under the most thorough command and control. 


Second. For leading his company, on the first Sunday 
after the landing at Vera Cruz, as skirmishers on the sand 
plains near its walls, and taking position on the Orizaba 

“road, holding that position while under fire from nearly 
all the batteries of the city, (within hearing of the enemy) 
until after dark, when ordered to retire behind a sand- 
hill. 


Third. For his having taken on the succeeding evening, 
possession of the Orizaba road, and judiciously posting 
pickets, thus preventing all communication from that road 
to the city during that night. 


Fourth. For having taken a position with his company, 
of seventy-eight men, (in ambush) and within half a mile 
of six hundred of the enemy, to prevent their entrance to 
the city, (the enemy, as before recited, could be distinctly 
heard giving orders,) and for performing constantly with 
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his company, scouting duty around the walls and roads of 
the city during the same time. 

Fifth. For engaging, and sustaining a charge of six hun- 
dred lancers, holding the position until relieved by Col. 
Ward B. Burnett, at Nueva Rancho. 

Sixth. For gallant service, equal to any other man or 
officer at Cerro Gordo. 

Seventh. For leading his company in the charge at 
Cherubusco, and remaining in advance of his command, 
under the sharpest fire of musketry experienced during the 
war, where he fell severely wounded, thus setting an ex- 
ample of bravery for his men to emulate. 

Highth. For devoting his time and attention to the dis- 
cipline, comfort and interest of his men. 

Ninth. In never saying to his men “go,” when there 
was a chance for a brush with the enemy, but always say- 
ing ‘‘come,” as he would never permit either officer or 
private of his company to be in advance of him in action, 
or on any other duty where he was in command. 

Tenth. For receiving the indorsement of his brother 
officers (both senior and junior), of his conduct as a brave 
officer and a gentleman, by electing him from the position 
of junior captain to the majority. 


QO. A. Tilden, Co. C., Edward Reynolds, Co. K., 

John McLean, 1st Serg’t, Frederick N. Cook, Co. K., 
Co. K., Matthias Dougherty, Co. K., 

Geo. E. Platt, Co. E., Andrew J. Constantine, Co. 

Thomas Beach, Co. K., (or 

James F. Tompkins, Co. K., D. M. Doremus, Co. A., 

John Collins, Co. K., Martin Folan, Oo. G., 


James Hutton, Co. I. 
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With the foregoing evidence and communications, your 
Committee will endeavor to give their reasons for decid- 
ing as they did, during the inquiry at the first four or five 
‘meetings. 


It appeared that Burnett and Fairchild were the only 
parties represented by their friends as claimants, and the 
Committee endeavored to arrive at the claims of each of 
them. The witnesses examined in their behalf could give 
no evidence as to the individual bravery of either, but they 
all were of the opinion that one was as brave as the other. 
Some were in favor of Fairchild receiving the box, because 
they were partial. Burnett’s friends were all in favor of 
him receiving it, because he was the senoir officer. The 
witnesses in behalf of Burnett, when asked what they 
thought of Fairchild’s bravery, said he was as braye and 
yaliant as Burnett; and the same answers were received 
from Fairchild’s witnesses, relative to Burnett. 


Your Committee were here put to the test to decide as 
the will intended, “to the most valiant and brave,” and 
no evidence having been elicited as to one being more 
brave than the other, it was impossible to arrive at a de- 
cision. 


On proceeding further in the investigation, a young 
man, Wn. P. Hall, of the regular army, and of whom 
your Committee have spoken in the foregoing evidence, 
submitted a communication, with a specification of claims, 
which are both hereto annexed, and which placed him in 
a very conspicuous position as a claimant before the Com- 
mittee. A 


Your Committee thought at this time that they had 
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found the very man that the donor intended it for, and 
upon further inquiry, there could be found no corrobora- 
tive evidence to the statements made by Hall. Sergeant 
Frederick E. Meyer, of the regulars, and who was with 
Hall during the war, testified that some of the statements 
made by Hall were false. 


At length a communication was received from Major 
Garret Dyckman, submitting the claims of Lieutenant Do- 
remus, Sergeant Reynolds, George Aird, Lieutenant 
Thomas Rogers, Mayne Reid, Lieutenant Hip. Dardon- 
ville. Said communications will be found hereto an- 
nexed. Your Committee proceeded to weigh their claims, 
but did not advance far in the investigation, as those of 
them who were present desired to withdraw their names 
as claimants, and refused to assist the Committee to in- 
vestigate in their behalf. 


In view of these facts, the Committee did not take any 
further steps to weigh their claims. 


Sergeant Reynolds then submitted the name of Garret 
Dyckman as a claimant, and gave strong evidence in his 
favor, he testifying that Dyckman was the bravest man in 
Mexico, and that his skill and courage were acknowledged 
and admired by ali who served under him; he also stated 
that if the Committee would call another meeting, he 
would bring documents signed by a great number of the 
Volunteers in Dyckman’s behalf. 


Your Committee called another meeting, and three com- 
munications, signed by the Volunteers, and which are 
hereto annexed, were submitted in Dyckman’s behalf, 
Your Committee then found upon reading over the pre- 
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vious testimony, that Dyckman had been spoken of several 
times as being as brave as any other soldier during the 
war, and in fact two witnesses had specifically stated that 
in their opinion, Dyckman was the bravest man. Such 
testimony as had not been elicited in any other soldier’s 
behalf, and which appeared to be the kind of testimony to 
aid the Committee in carrying out the project in compli- 
ance with the will. 


Your Committee will call the attention of the Board to 
the communications and specifications in Dyckman’s be- 
half, which are hereto annexed, and which are signed by 
a large number of the New York Volunteers, and have 
not been contradicted. 


It was also shown to your Committee that Dyckman left 
this city as a captain, and that afterward he received the 
indorsement of his brother officers (both senior and junior) 
of his conduct as a brave soldier and officer, by electing 
him from the position of junior captain to the majority. 


It was also clearly shown, that Dyckman had performed 
several of the most brilliant acts that has ever been per- 
formed by any officer in the field of battle; that he, with 
his company, engaged and sustained a charge of six hun- 
dred lancers, without losing a man, and held his position 
until relieved by Colonel Ward B. Burnett, and that at 
the battle of Cherubusco, Captain Dyckman was found 
far in advance of his company, cheering his men on to the 
battle, where he fell, as was’supposed, mortally wounded, 
from a shot received between his shoulders; the ball has 
never been extracted, but still remains in his body. 


Other reasons which will be found on the specifications 
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urging his claim, was the cause of your Committee de- 
ciding in his favor; no other claimant had a witness to 
testify that his favorite was braver than any one else, 
with the exception of Dyckman, where several distinctly, 
- stated that Dyckman was the bravest man. 


Your Committee, in submitting these statements for 
your consideration, cannot refrain from giving their views 
relative to the bravery of the whole of the New York 
Volunteers, commencing with Colonel Burnett, whose 
career was brilliant as a commanding officer of the regi- 
ment; Captain Mortimer Fairchild was also an illustrious 
soldier, as was Major Burnham; Captain Farnsworth, 
Captain Taylor, Captain Innis, Lieutenant Gaines, Liew- 
tenant Rogers, Lieutenant Doremus, Lieutenant Sweeney, 
Lieutenant Dardonville, Lieutenants Reid and Peel, Ser- 
geants Reynolds and George, and all soldiers of the high- 
est stamp, who have shown themselves worthy of the con- 
fidence placed in their valor and their skill; always found 
in the front ranks, in the time of danger, encouraging 
their gallant comrades upon the bloody field, and exhibit- 
ing, upon all occasions, the most intrepid coolness, perfect 
self-possession and undaunted courage. 


Your Committee, in contemplating upon the bravery of 
the New York Volunteers, deem it a source of pride and 
gratification to know that they performed a conspicuous 
and important part in the Mexican war, having been the 
first to plant the standard of the state of New York on 
the castle of Chapultepec. 

Your Committee will further state, that as soon as 


their decision was given, they immediately communicated 
the following to Andrew Jackson, Jr., viz: 
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Orricy or CLERK or Common CounciL, 
New York, August 8, 1857. 
Anprew Jackson, Jr., 

Dear Srr:—At a meeting of the Joint Special Commit- 
tee on the Gold Box, bequeathed by your venerated sire, , 
held at our City Hall, August 6, 1857, it was there decided, 
after mature deliberation, that Lieutenant Colonel Garret 
Dyckman should receive this great gift, it appearing, upon 
evidence, and a thorough examination of the subject, that 
the box should be awarded to Lieutenant Colonel Dyck- 
man, 


The following were some of the reasons that brought 
the Committee to the conclusions they arrived at: 


~ For haying, from the landing at the island of Lobos, to 
the final surrender of the city of Mexico, the best disci- 
plined company in the regiment, the men being always 
under the most thorough command and control. 


For leading his company; on the first Sunday after the 
landing at Vera Cruz, as skirmishers on the sand plains, 
near its walls, and taking position on the Orizaba road, 
holding that position while under fire from nearly all the 
batteries of the city, (within hearing of the enemy,) until 
after dark, when ordered to retire behind a sand hill. 


For his having taken, on the succeeding evening, pos- 
session of the Orizaba road, and judiciously posting pic- 
kets, thus preventing all communication from that road 
to the city during that night. 


For having taken a position with his company, of sey- 
enty-eight men in ambush, and within half a mile of six 
hundred of the eneniy, to prevent their entrance to the 
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city, (the enemy, as before recited, could be distinctly 
heard giving orders,) and for performing, constantly, with 
his company, scouting duty around the walls and roads of 
the city, 


For engaging and sustaining a charge from six hun- 
dred lancers, holding the position until relieved by Colo- 
nel Ward B. Burnett, at Nueva Rancho. 


For gallant service, equal to any other man or officer, 
at Sierra Gordo. 

For leading his company in the charge at Cherubusco, 
and remaining in advance of his command under the sharp- 
est fire of musketry experienced during the war, where he 
fell severely wounded, thus setting an example of bravery 
for his men to emulate. 


For devoting his time and attention to the discipline, 
comfort and interest of his men. 


In never saying to his men, “ Go,” when there was a 
chance for a brush with the enemy; but always saying 
“Come,” as he would never permit either officer or 
private, of his company, to be in advance of him in action, 
or any other duty where he was in command. 


Receiving the indorsement of his brother officers, senior 
and junior, of his conduct as a brave soldier, an officer 
anda gentleman, by electing him from the position of 
junior captain to that of major. 

And for other reasons not herein specified, but which 
appear fully in the minutes of the proceedings of the Com- 
mittee which induced them to make the award. 


The Committee have forwarded’ these facts to obtain 
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information from you as to what steps must be taken to 
obtain the box, and to have the same presented, which 
they contemplated to do on the 14th of September, the 
anniversary of the surrender of the city of Mexico. 


Permit me, in behalf of the Committee, to extend to 
you the invitation to visit our city, on the day set apart 
for this grand ceremony, and, if it will meet your appro- 
bation, we earnestly solicit you to present the same to the 
honorable gentleman which the Committee have decided 
shall be the recipient. By answering this, at your earli- 
est convenience, and informing the Committee what your 
views are on the subject, so that they may take the neces- 
sary steps to complete the award, you will confer a great 
favor on the Committee, as well as on the Common Coun- 
cil of our city. 

With great respect, 
PETER MONEGHAN, 
Chairman of Committee. 


And, in reply to the preceding letter, the following was 
received, viz: 
Hermirace, August 16, 1857. 
Peter Monecuay, Ese., 
Chairman of Special Committee, &c., 


Dear Str:—Your favor of date the 8th inst., has just 
been received, by which I learn that your Honorable Com- 
mittee, representing the corporate authorities of the great 
city of New York have, at length, made the award of the 
“gold box,” bequeathed by my venerated father, as per 
his directions, and in accordance with the last willand 
testament; from the resolutions forwarded me, atid the in- 
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formation and evidences obtained upon the subject, I have 
no doubt but that your Honorable Committee have de- 
cided correctly and righteously in conferring it upon, that 
worthy, gallant soldier and patriot, Lieutenant Colonel 
Garret Dyckman. May this inestimable gift of the dying 
patriot, and the words of the legacy bequeathed to the 
worthy reeipient, stimulate him, and the old and young of 
our common country, to remember his cherished motto, 
“Our glorious union, it must and shall be preserved.” 


I tender to you, sir, and through you to the Committee, 
my sincere thanks, for the kind invitation given me to 
come on, and present the box in person, and regret that 
my business transactions will prevent me from accepting 
the same, but would suggest the propriety of your Hono- 
rable Committee to send on some trusty person for it, so 
that it may reach you in time for the 14th of September; 
or you can, forthwith, (in time), give me further advice 
upon the subject, what your wishes are. I desire that it 
should be handed over to the Committee, to be presented, 
in my name, to the worthy recipient, Lieutenant Colonel 
Dyckman. 

I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


Having received information that the box would be held 
subject to the order of the Committee, and that Andrew 
Jackson, jr., could not have the opportunity to visit our 
city on the occasion of the presentation, as requested by 
your Committee, they determined to send for it, and select- 
ed Councilman John Van Tine (one of the Joint Special 
Committee) to proceed at once to Nashville to receive the 
box, and to have the same in readiness for presentation. 
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Your Committee, in view of the evidence elicited upon 
the examination, have concluded to have the same present- 
ed to Major Garret Dyckman, on the 14th of September, 
1857, he having been selected as the person most worthy 
to receive the gift, and offer for adoption the following 
resolutions: 


Resolved, That the General Jackson Gold Box, as award- 
ed by the Committee, be presented to Major Garret Dyck- 
man, on the 14th of September, the anniversary of the sur- 
rendering of the City of Mexico. 


Resolved, That his Honor the Mayor be, and he is hereby 
requested to present the General Jackson Gold Box, as 
awarded by the Committee. 


Resolved, That Major General Sandford be invited to co- 
operate with the Committee of the Common Council, on 
the award of the General Jackson Gold Box, in making 
such military display and preparation as will render the 
ceremonies interesting and impressive. 

Alderman PETER MONEGHAN, 
te WM. WILSON, 
as PETER FULLMER, 
¢ WM. DRAKB, 
# SOLOMON BANTA, 
Councilman JOHN VAN /TINE, 
ie JOHN BAULOH, 
i JOHN SCHAPPERT, 
si JOHN L. NOYES, 
. JOHN KENNARD, 
Special Committee. 


DOCUMENT No. 18. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1857. 





The following majority and minority reports on the 
subject of removing the landings of the North river 
and East river and Sound steamers, were presented, 
laid on the table, and directed to be printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 


A Special Committee having been appointed, to whom 
were referred a preamble and_resolutions, in the following 
words, to wit: 


“ Whereas, For several years past, it has been a constant 
source of complaint, from the ship owners and merchants 
doing business in this city, that they cannot procure 
wharf accommodation for the transaction of their busi- 
ness, and thereby experience great delay and heavy loss; 
and 
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“ Whereas, The steamers plying in the Hast river and 
Sound, land their passengers and freight at their berths 
on the North river, and thereby not only crowd the tho- 
roughfares in the lower part of the city, but also, by being 
obliged to pass through the narrowest parts of the East 
river, increase the difficulties of navigation, and endanger 
the lives of citizens crossing from Brooklyn to New 
York; and 


“ Whereas, The location of the berths of the steamers 
plying on both the North and East rivers, assists greatly 
in producing the crowded state of Broadway, and is one 
of the great causes of complaint; therefore, 


“ Resoled, That it be referred to a Special Committee to 
inquire into, and report upon, the expediency of removing 
the landings of the various steamers plying on the East 
river and Sound, to suitable places at or above the foot 
of Grand street; and of removing the landings of the 
steamers plying on the North river, to a suitable place 
at or above the foot of Canal street,” 


Commenced the duty assigned them by first announcing, 
in the public newspapers, their intention of sitting on the 
matter, and of making inquiry as to the expediency of 
removing the landings of ‘the steamers, as’ proposed ‘by 
the resolution, and upon which subject they held twelve 
meetings, when parties appeared before them in favor of 
the project, and also those who were opposed to it. 


“Tt ‘was urged by some of' the petitioners in favor of the 
“removal, that the steamboats ‘shotld "be ‘prohibited’ from 
‘Yunning through those parts of thé Wast ‘and North rivers 
below Grand street on the East, and Canal street on the 
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North river; for the reasons that navigation below those 
points, by the large steamers, is attended with great dan- 
ger and risks of life from collision with other vessels and 
ferry boats, and also seriously damages the shipping in- 
terest in the lower part of the city, and that it produces 
a concentration of business and an over crowded condi- 
tion of the streets, which would be easily remedied by the 
removal of those lines to other parts, without real injury 
to any other interest. 


Among other causes to which the supremacy of this 
city is owing, the most important, doubtless, is its great 
advantages and facilities for commerce. No city on the 
globe enjoys a reputation superior, or perhaps equal to 
it, in this respect; and whatever projects of local improye- 
ment or aggrandizement may from time to time be pro- 
posed or undertaken by us, we should, while commerce 
remains an important branch of human exertion, be solic- 
itous to do every thing which may not only fully develop 
but yigilantly protect our unsurpassed capacities in that 
particular. A city whose shipping is equal in tonnage to 
that of any other port in the world—where two thirds of 
the national revenues are collected, and whose vast enter- 
prises and connections cover the habitable globe—has the 
greatest inducement, as well as the greatest security, for 
sparing no effort which may contribute to its prosperity. 


No mere temporary inconvenience to any one class or 
Jocality, which may ensue from a measure calculated to 
--advance ‘the general good, should be permitted to obstruct 
‘or retard judicious improvement; nor can the former be 
' placed in. competition with such an object. Estimating 
“the necessities of the distant future from the ‘strides o¢ 
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the brief past, we shall soon find employment for all our 
resources and all our capacities. 


The measure before us may be disposed of by a short- 
sighted policy, and in accordance with the wishes of an 
interested few; or it may be determined for the benefit of 
,our whole community, not only, but of all who either now 
are, or may at any future time, become concerned in our 
welfare. 

Your Committee have endeavored to take a broad view 
of this important subject, not doubting but that the few 
whose vested interests may be, for a time, in some meas- 
ure affected or disturbed, will discountenance the propos- 
ed measure, with the pertinacity which always character- 
izes the resistance of every monopoly or exclusive interest; 
but being confident that the conclusions to which your 
Committee have arrived are agreeable to the best inter- 
ests and permanent welfare of this city, they have no hes- 
italion in recommending their submission to the popular 
judgment, or to such disinterested arbitrament as may be 
deemed competent to render an impartial judgment in the 
premises. . 


It is always difficult to lead the human mind into the 
future, further than of itself it may have strength and 
clearness to peretrate. Reasoning backward, from known 
results to their causes, is sufficiently distracting; but rea- 
sohing forward, from the known present into the unknown 
future, will, after a short journey, separate the best un- 
derstandings; and for this reason it is that the most intel- 
ligent communities scarcely ever can be brought to agree 
upon measures of the most undoubted general interest 
and benefit, whose realization lies at the end of a few 
years of time. 
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Your Committee have no hope, therefore, of being able 
to convince any one, not open to conviction, of the pro- 
pricty and expediency of the proposed measure, but shall 
satisfy themselves by endeavoring to state some of the 
principal considerations which influence them in their con- 
clusions, and examining the principal objections which 
have been urged aguinst it. 5 


Your Committee assume, as an undeniable truism, that 
all labor is advanced by judicious distribution and di- 
vision. 


Following this principle, our harbor and port hos been 
undergoing a steady classification and arrangement by 
which the different localities are becoming devoted to 
certain peculiar branches of business, some under express. 
legal enactment, and others by the natural course of trade. 
Indeed, it is claimed by some of the remonstrants, that 
certain branches of business, in which the’steamers pro- 
posed to be removed are engaged, have become located 
mainly in the neighborhood of those lin 3." There can be 
no doubt, but that those concerned in the transportation 
business of these boats, will always locate themselves 
within convenient proximity’ to the landing places of the 
lines, at least to the extent required by the economical 
management of their affairs; and this consideration, of 
itself, furnishes the answer to most of the objections urged 
against the proposed removal; for after the temporary in- 
conveniences which it is said will result from the change 
are surmounted, these kinds of business will fall naturally 
into such channels as the merchants engaged in them find 
most to their convenience and advantage. If the facili- 
ties of their business requires them to be within conve- 
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nient’ distances ‘from these transportation lines, it is ob- 

vious they must, of necessity, follow the locations of the 

lines, and the result will be merely to withdraw some of! 
the kinds of trade from that portion of the city now over* 
crowded, and transfer it to other portions now languish- 
ing for. want of sufficient capital or patronage for its 
improvement, and thus not only equalize the value of the 
landed property of the city, but extend the field of our 

business operations. 


The effort to confine all the trade and commerce of New 
York into one little triangular section, is futile and vis- 
ionary, unless we are prepared to limit it to its present 
quantum, for which, indeed, it is even now inadequate; 
nor does any rational or liberal view of our interests per- 
mit us to legislate for the purpose of continuing such an 
unhealthy and unnatural repletion of any one section of 
our territory, as is now presented in the lower section of 
our city; and, as it is urged, for various reasons, should 
be preserved and perpetuated. 


The substance of all the objections made to removing 
these steamers, is, that the internal transportation through 
our city will be inereased, and your Committee are en- 
tirely unable to see that this is a solid obstacle, or, to ap 
preciate any reasoning which attempts to prove that the 
mercantile business is entitled to exclusive protection over 
all other pursuits. The due protection and encourage- 
ment of commercial business, does not require that any 
one section of the city should be exclusively appropriated 
to it, or that we should exert our legislative powers to 
enable those engaged in it to carry it on immediately at 
or upon our wharves and docks, and without recourse to 
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the employment of cartmen, or other departments of our 
internal enterprise. We have, therefore, really nothing. 
to gain, by retaining “sixty-seven,” or any other prepon- 
derating “per cent.” of any one business, within certain 
narrow limits, but are rather benefited by its being scat- 
tered and disseminated over the city at large. 


. 

The benefits we receive from our commerce are derived 
from the support and profit which it furnishes our whole. 
community, and the numbers of our people, whose occn- 
pations are dependent upon it. The supposed increase of 
cartage, or other internal transportion, however, could 
only be an inconyenience of short duration, as those in- 
terested in the trade carried by these lines, will imme- 
diately seek such locations as their economy and conve- 
nience may require, so far as such change of location 
may augment the difficulty or expense of conveyance of 
goods to other parts of the city, for export or reshipment; 
your Committee do not regard that as.an evil or a loss, 
because the use of this city, as a mere depot, for the re- 
ceipt and reshipment of goods, is of no advantage to it 
whatever, beyond the mere tax levied upon the capital 
invested. 


It was urged by the parties interested, that they had 
subjected themselves to large expenditures, in building 
structures and erections for the accommodation of pas- 
sengers and the landing of freight. The amount of any 
such expenditures must be very insignificant, compared 
with the benefits to be derived by the public generally 
from this change; but, your Committee are advised that, 
eyery such structure, or erection of every kind on the 
wharves and piers, isan unlawful appropriation and mo; 
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nopoly of the public highway, for exclusive and private 
uses. 


It is said, that “pains are now taken not to incumber 
the wharves and piers;” this, if true, is a commendable 
observance of the existing laws, but nothing more; still, 
while the “structures” before mentioned may be a con- 
venience to these particular lines, they are, in fact, an 
actual and permanent incumbrance of the piers, to the 
public generally, and clearly within the ordinances of the 
Corporation, and of the legal regulations prohibiting such 
incumbrances. 


Your Committee have not been able to appreciate the 
“equitable or legal and presumptive rights,” claimed to 
be possessed by some of these lines, by virtue of their 
Teases. But, whatever mere private interests of that 
character may exist, they cannot prevail against the para- 
mount right and duty of the city, to regulate the use of 
the public waters and slips, in a manner the best for the 
public benefit. 


Your Committee have arrived at, and, therefore, sub- 
mit the following conclusions: 


First. That the landing of the steamboats, at their 
present berths, in the midst of that portion of the wharves 
crowded with miscellaneous shipping, is a serious incon- 
venience to business generally, and dangerous to life and 
property, in active travel in those portions of our waters, 


Second. That their removal to points on the east and 
west side above that active travel, would he a judicious 
location of them, beneficial to the city property gene- 
rally, and calculated to produce a more free and equalized 
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condition of business, and, eventually, establish landing 
places more available and accommodating to the commu- 
nity at large and to themselves. ‘ 


Third. That no substantial right or interest can be per- 
manently or seriously injured or impaired by such re- 
moval, nor affected otherwise than by such temporary in- 
conveniences to certain individuals, as are incident to all 
the vicissitudes of trade. 


Your Committee have no feeling to actuate them in this 
matter but the public interest, aud therefore are anxious 
that these lines should not be arbitrarily or unwarrant- 
ably expelled from their present locations, under circum- 
stances which may preclude them from establishing favor- 
‘able landing places elsewhere. They therefore recom- 
mend that ample time be allowed the parties interested— 

“a year, if necessary—to comply with this change; and that 
the parties be reliably assured that the Common Council 
will extend them every facility and assistance in securing 
such wharves and accommodations as their future interests 
and prosperity may require. 





Your Committee, therefore, recommend for adoption 
the following ordinance: 
AN ORDINANCE. 

The Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New 
York, in Common Council convened, do ordain as follows: . 
§1. That from and after the first day of November, 

1858, it shall not be lawful for any steamboat, steamship, 

or vessel propelled by steam power, belonging to, or used 

by, the Norwalk, Bridgeport, New Haven, Hartford, 

Stonington, Fall River, Norwich and Worcester or Pro- 
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vidence lines, or any other lines, propelled by steam, and 
navigating the*Long Island Sound or East river, to land 
any passengers or freight, or to navigate any of their ves- 
sels below the foot of Grand street, on the Hast river, in 
the city of New York, under the penalty of two hundred 
and fifty dollars for each offence, to be recovered from the 
owner, master, pilot, or person having charge thereof 
severally and respectively. 


§ 2. That from and after the first day of November, 
1858, it shall not be lawful for any steamboat, steamship, 
or vessel propelled by steam power, belonging to, or used, 
by, any line, company or party, and running between the 
city of New York and Troy, Albany, Hudson, or any 
other point or place on the North or Hudson river. to* 
land any passengers or freight, or to navigate any of their, 
vessels below the foot of Canal street on said river, under,” 
the penalty of two hundred and fifty dollars for each, 
offence, to be recovered from the owner, master, pilot, or 
person having charge thereof, severally and respectively. 

JAMES R. STEERS, 


: Special 
JAMES GRIFFITHS, § Spe 
E. GC. McCONNELL, Committee. 
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MINORITY REPORT. 


‘The undersigned, minority of the Special Committee, to 
whom were referred a preamble and resolution having for 
its object the removal of all the landing places of the 
steamers navigating the East river and Long Island 
Sound to a point above the foot of Grand street on the 
Bast river; and also the removal of the landing places of 
all the steamers now plying between this city and Albany 
and Troy and the intermediate places on the Hudson 
river to a point on the North river side above the foot of 
Canal street, beg leave to 


REPORT: 


‘That they have given the subject full consideration, and 
being compelled to differ in judgment from their associ- 
ates of the Committee, respectfully present to the Board 
the views and considerations by which they have been 
constrained to dissent from a proposition calculated to 
disturb and throw into confusion a large and important 
branch of the trade and commerce of our city. 


The great importance of the subject referred, the nu- 
merous and extensive interests concerned, rendered it 
proper that the undersigned should have given it full and 
careful investigation, which has been done to such a de- 
gree as the time which they have been able to devote to 
it would permit. 


Letus then examine the present movement to see! what 
it really is, and what it is intended to accomplish. 


It is proposed, by force of a Corporation ordinance, to 
compel the removal of these boats to points above Canal 
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~ and Grand streets, and to prohibit them entirely from 
using, for the ordinary purposes of navigation, any part of 
the public waters of the East or North rivers below those 
points—and it is hoped, as a natural consequence of this 
expulsion, that the trade, dependent upon these lines, will 
likewise follow their assigned landing places, thereby re- 
lieving, it is anticipated, the lower portion of the city, 
which it is said, is too much crowded; in other words, it 
is designed to drive one branch of trade with its principal 
accompaniments, and facilities, entirely from the present 
business part of our city, for the benefit of other branches, 
which are to be benefited by this change. 


It will be perceived, therefore, that the legislative 
action of the city is invoked, not only to effect artificial 
regulations of the trade of our citizens beneficial to some 
interests and prejudicial to others, but even to the extra- 
ordinary resource of prohibiting the free and equal enjoy- 
ment of our harbor and rivers by steam navigation. 


No measures of more protection and caution are asked 
to guard against the dangers of steam travel on our 
waters, but an absolute prohibition is sought to be ob- 
tained against any such navigation, no matter how care- 
fully and skillfully conducted. 


A measure of such unequal operation, and speculative, 
as well as partisan, character, has never before been at- 
tempted; and, even if within the legitimate powers of the 
Corporation, is of alarming consequence as a piece of 
class legislation, and in the highest degree dangerous as a 
precedent. ; 


In estimating the extent of the revolution which is to be 
attempted, we must refer to some statistical information. 
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The amount of merchandise carried by the Troy Line, is 
about one hundred and seventy-five tons per day, seven 
eighths of that which arrives being consigned below 
Chambers street and three quarters of it west of Broad- 
way. 


That carried by the People’s Line, is about one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand tons per annum, ninety per cent. - 
of which is received from, and delivered to, parties south 
of Chambers and Beckman streets. The amount of goods, 
produce, &c., received by, and delivered from, the Mer- 
chants’ line of steamboats, will average about two hun- 
dred tons per diem, of which not more than one fiftieth 
part is consigned to, or received from, above Duane 
street; of the immense amount carried by the Fall River 
Line, sixty-seven per cent. is consigned south of Duane 
street and west of Broadway, and twenty-seven per cent. 
for reshipment from points east of Broadway and north of 
Duane street. 


The total amount of business done by the various lines 
at their present localities, is upward of nine hundred 
thousand tons per annum, an amount very much exceeding 
“what could possibly be done by sailing vessels occupying 
or using the same water privileges. 


This business is now concentrated and established in 
convenient proximity to these steamboat lines, and must, 
necessarily, be the sufferer by subjecting it to the proposed 
change; and, the real question presented in this ‘matter 
then is, whether the Corporation shall interfere with the 
established condition of things in the lower part of the 
city, by penal ordinances, and arbitrarily disperse its 
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trade, under the pretext that, in the growth of our busi- 
ness it has become over crowded. 


Those who are disposed to regard a superabundant 
amount of trade as an evil, calling for legislative correc- 
tion, have pointed to no particular public inconvenience 
which results from it, and we are only left to infer, that 
our public thoroughfares, and means of conveyance, are 
inadequate. Now, so far as this applies to our streets, it 
admits of a ready relief in additional or improved streets, 
and so far as it applies to wharf and water accommo- 
dation,.a similar remedy, it would seem might, without 
difficulty, be applied, It certainly cannot be alleged, that 
any one branch of business has a monopoly of our streets 
or waters, while regulations are in existence, which are 
ample, or can be made adequate to protect the public 
highways from improper or inconvenient encroachments. 


The undersigned members of your Committee, in con- 
sidering the alleged evils, and their proposed remedy, 
take occasion to suggest, that the supposed dangers to 
which shipping is exposed, by the steamboats passing to 
the lower part of the city, are not well founded in fact, 
and, if they were; do not justify the removal of the boats 
in the manner proposed. These boats traverse the rivers 
at regular and ascertainable periods, at which times rea- 
sonable caution and vigilance may always avoid them. 
Indeed, no examples of calamities resulting from these 
pretended dangers, have been shown before the Commit- 
tee.. But, your Committee take occasion to remind the 
Board, that the right to navigate the public waters, with- 
out prohibition, is superior even to the state legislative 
interference, and has been recognized and established as 
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an absolute right, beyond all restriction by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. To the extent, therefore, 
and for the purpose of prohibiting these steamboat lines 
from navigating the waters of the rivers or harbor below 
the proposed points, the measure is impracticable. 


There remains but a solitary consideration upon which 
the proposed removal can be justified, and that is, that 
the lower section of the city is unduly and injuriously 
crowded with business, which should be depleted, by with- 
drawing the particular branches of trade connected with 
these boats, and scattering it toward higher and distant 
localities. It is evident, that any such change must in- 
yolve an increased and confused internal transportation 
through the city, for a considerable period, from the land- 
ings of the boats to their immediate consignees, and a 
perpetual continuance of such increased transportation. 
This is a public loss and injury; the advantage being in 
favor of the carriage, by water, to the required points 
where the goods change owners, and get to the hands of 
the jobbers, and other successive dealers, not only because 
of the package not being detained or broken up, but be- 
cause of the undoubted superiority of water over land 
conveyance. 


When we reflect upon the unparalleled growth of our 
city, the progress of our people, with the various: enter- 
prises of our merchants, it should be our first endeavor to 
retain the centralization of trade and commerce now 
within our borders, and secondly, to adopt the system of 
our legislation to the daily increasing wants of our con- 
stituents, and to provide facilities for business constantly 
augmenting, not by disturbing one particular branch of 
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trade for another, or benefiting one class of citizens at 
the expense of another, but, the Common Council should 
promptly move in extending its accommodations for 
trade in the improvement of our streets and wharves, to 
meet these accumulating demands upon our attention. 


Your Committee, however, without entering into any 
further minute calculation or details of the consequences 
of this proposed interference, regard the attempt to break 
up and scatter this concentrated business now, as most 
arbitrary and unjust, and in conflict with the spirit of 
trade now dominant in the world, which has been and 
is tending to its entire freedom from all external and 
compulsory regulation. 


They know of nothing which can justify the alarming 
precedent of imposing burthens or prohibitions upon 
any one branch of honorable and useful industry for the 
benefit or protection of any or all other pursuits. 


Nothing shoi~ of the most reckless and unscrupulous 
spirit of innovation and speculation, could haye prompted 
or argued a measure so fraught with wrong and injury to 
any onc class, and so hostile to the spirit of our free in- 
stitutions. This Corporation, whatever else has been 
said to its disparagement, has set no example so flagitious; 
the precedent should not be established now. 


Whether any or all the complaints made against the 
present condition of things can be substantiated, we are 
left to consider whether they are of sufficient magnitude 
to justify the dispersion of the immense business relations 
now existing and in active progress, and whether it is to 
be anticipated that the demands of our trade willat any 
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future time require so greatly extended a ficld of opera. 
tion. Are we so near that necessity, as to call for this 
compulsory regulation at this time? We think not, nor is 
this removal to facilitate the business of our city required 
asa matter of public duty or convenience, but that, on 
the contrary, under the increased facilities, constantly ex- 
tending to business generally, by the improvement of our 
streets and thoroughfares; and the judicious opening of 
new avenues, the trade of this city should be left upon 
the broad and universal principle “to regulate itself,” to 
select its own situations and locations in accordance with com- 
mon and equal rights, and with the judgment and wishe of 
those concerned. 


The undersigned, therefore, respectfully report against 
the proposed removal, to change the landings of the North 
river and Sound steamboats, and accordingly submit for 
adoption the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That no public emergency demands or requires 
the removal of the landings of the North river or East 
river and Sound steamers at this time, and that your 
Committee be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject. 


MORGAN L. HARRIS, { Special 
HIRAM CORWIN, Committee. 








DOCUMENT No. 19. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1857. 


The following communication from the City Inspector, in 
reference to cleaning the streets, from May Ist to Au- 
gust Ist, 1857, was received, laid on the table, and di- 
rected to be printed. 

D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





Oiry Inspector’s DEPARTMENT, 
New York, Sept. 8, 1857. 


To the Honorable the Common Council 
of the City of New York: 


GentLEmEN :—It becomes my duty to transmit state- 
ments and pay rolls in relation to the work of street 
cleaning from the first of May to the first day of August 
last past, completing the quarter year, from the date, when, 
by the provisions of the amended charter the execution of 
this service devolved upon this Department. 


In presenting these statements, it is proper to recall to 
mind the dangerously filthy condition of the streets dur- 
ing the early months of this year, and which continued 
until the summer season had fairly commenced. 
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It is not necessary to repeat that with which you are 
already familiar—the embarrassments of the department— 
and which prevented the performance of the work until 
the action of the Common Council authorized its imme- 
diate commencement in the latter part of the month of 
June, and by the removal of the accumulated filth of sey- 
eral months, averted the impending liability to the origin 
or spread of disease. 


No portion of the city, at the time mentioned, could be 
said to be inacleanly condition, but the wards, most filthy, 
were the First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, 
Ninth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, Twentieth and 
Twenty-second. 

The First Ward being liable to the introduction of dis- 
ease from abroad, and together with the Fourth, Sixth, 
Seventeenth and Twentieth, from the density of popula- 
tion and the disregard to cleanliness, and of all prudential 
means of preserving the health of the inhabitants of large 
districts within these wards,—these wards constituted the 
most dangerous points at which pestilential disease could 
originate or become preyalent,—the Seventeenth and 
Twentieth wards together, containing by the last census, 
a population equal to one sixth of the entire number for the 
city. 

The hazard to the public health, arising from the delay in 
view of the above, the amount of labor to be performed, 
and the importance of a vigorous and prompt execution 
of the work, will be the better appreciated by the remem- 
brance. 

In accordance with the necessity to prevent further ac- 
cumulations, carts had been employed in the latter part 
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of May to collect and remove the ashes and garbage from 
these wards, where, if it had been neglected, the practice 
of casting the refuse matter into the streets, being general 
in these localities, the work of purification would have 
been a much greater task. 


In consequence of the inability to proceed with the 
work, until by authority of the Common Council the same 
could be commenced, with the exception of the First 
Ward, and in the neighborhood of Fulton market, in the 
Second Ward, and the Five Points, in the Sixth Ward, no 
street work was performed until the last week in June, 
and its progress was delayed during the following week, 
ending July 4th, by the almost constant rains; thus, it was 
not until the week ending July 11th, that it could be said 
the work was under proper and energetic execution. 

It will be noticed that during this week (July 11th,) 
from the wards mentioned, 22,927 loads of ashes, garbage, 
dirt, manure, &c., were removed; and the next week, (Ju- 
ly 25th,) 17,568 loads, the number of loads and the ex- 
pense of the work continuing to decline each succeeding 
week thereafter. 


The whole number of loads removed was, of ashes, 
garbage, Cte... .ss+es-seeeee Bicvavelnve tise ateuetote « 48,601 









Street dirt, manure, rubbish, ete 58,978 
Total number of loads. . 107,574 
‘The cost of this work is as follow: 
For laborers on streets, days’ work.......-.+ $9,591 75 


Cartage, 58,978 loads dirt, &c.............. 
Collection and cartage 48,601 loads of ashes, 
garbage, rubbish, &c. 
Total. 





THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT 


Wall show the particulars of this work, and its expense weekly, specifying the several wards and items. 














cost FOR LABOR AND _GARTAG 


So 
$39 00 | $46 00} $508 73 2,277 $593 75. 
il 





WERK ENDING 





May 30th 
Tune 6th. 





A447 11) 1,677 66 
365 24) 1,419 45 


8,718] 2,330 27 
7,418| 1,958 3114 





205 50 
2. 















| 

‘st 

| 

] 
5,699 f 

39, 


5,10 265 25| 1,383 40 || 6,760] 1,823 40 
5,808 1,759 41| 1,466 49 || 14,363] 4,441 65 
4,204 731 96] 1,060 26 || 7,996) 2,381 341g 
3,596 15] 14433 44 || 92,997) 7,414 9615 
4,918 2706 G3] 1,229 80 || 17,568 6,248 803g 
3,992 1,452 47] 1,002 8734|| 10,805) 3,792 22 
4114 || 1,164 8734) 963 03] 1,001 33 |} 8; erases 7316 
58,073 | 48,001 | $9,591 4314 107,574, $34,108 4314 
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To show the whole expenditure for street cleaning, as 
per requisitions from this department, for the quarter year, 
except the approval of work, partly under the administra- 
tion of Mr. Epuine, to May 9th, in the wards now cleaned 
by this department, the following exhibit is made, viz: 
Cleaning thirteen wards as above.. «$34,108 433 
Seventh, Tenth, Eleventh, Thirteenth, 
Sixteenth, Highteenth, Nineteenthand 
Twenty-first wards by agreement to 
August 1st - 16,638 09 
Broadway to August ist.. -. 540 00 
Freightage of dirt, ashes, &c., to August Ist.. 3,766 88 
Salaries of street inspectors, ticket 

men, and other persons employed 








COMO AD tlsierelatsase eralcielepts fe $8,470 50 
Laborers on manure heaps and cart- 
age from same, to July 25th..... 681 61 


For salaries as above, and laborers 
on heaps, &ec., being one half of 
the pay for the same, from August 









Ist to August 8th.............. 1,031 56 10,183 67 
Rent of Jane street yard. 262 50 
All the items and errors. 41 26 

- $65,540 835 





The foregoing statement, showing, although in the thir- 
teen wards it was necessary to remove the accumulated 
filth of many months, embracing the autumn and winter 
of the past, and spring months of the present year, yet the 
expense compares favorably with the wards wherein the 
proposed contractors deemed it to their interest to con- 
tinue the performance of the work. 


Doc. No. 19.) 6 


It will be perceived that the salaries of necessary offi- 
cers to the department, form one of the charges against 
the appropriation for “ street cleaning,” instead of, as for 
other city officers, being paid from the appropriation for 
“salaries;” this, of course, gives an appearance of greater 
expenditure for “street cleaning;” also, to pay laborers 
and cartmen engaged in heaping or the sale of manure, a 
charge is made to the same appropriation instead of pay- 
ment being made from the proceeds of sale, and the bal- 
ance being, as the whole proceeds now are, paid into the 
Sinking Fund and devoted to the payment of the city debt. 

The season during the execution of this work, has not 
been favorable to the sale of manure, a large quantity of 
which is now heaped at the dumping places on sale, not- 
withstanding which there has been paid to the City Cham- 
berlain $2,037 50, the proceeds of sale of dirt, manure, 
&e., to August Ist. This sum should be deducted from 
the total cost of street cleaning, since in the wards cleaned 
by agreement or contract, the manure is sold for the ben- 
fit of the contractors. 

The foregoing statement of expenditures for the quar- 
ter will satisfactorily, it is believed, rebut the charges of 
extravagance which have been alleged in regard to the 
performance of this work, since, if every item of expense, 
inclusive of wards cleaned by agreement or contract, and 
those where the work is rendered by days’ work, &c., 
inclusive of salaries; boatage; rents; laborers on manure, 
&e., a8 stated above, be taken as the basis of annual expen- 
diture, the amount for the year would only amount to 
$262,1635%% instead, as estimated by an official authority, 
the extravagant sum of $600,000; the amount required, as 
stated, $262,163,34,, being a reduction from the expendi- 
ture for 1856 of $134,088 40. 
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Whether the work can at all seasons be executed at a 
like economical rate of expense, remains for the future to 
demonstrate; but enough will be established, by the facts 
and figures above given, to prove the injustice of the 
charge of “ extravagant expenditure,” as well as to vindi- 
cate this department from unnecessary delay in securing 
the desired object—clean streets. 


The wasteful expenditure of public thoney on the work 
of street cleaning, has been the theme of much comment; 
and the dirty condition of the streets has, in more ways 
than one, served to throw dust into the eyes of tax-payers, 
and hence it is not wonderful, in these days of “ retrench- 
ment,” that, when the annual tax levy amounts to eight 
millions of dollars, investigation should be made as to the 
sources producing the seeming needless and onerous an- 
nual augmentation of taxation borne by our citizens. 


The responsibility of an effective and economical execu- 
tion of the work of street cleaning haying lately devolved 
upon this department, will, I believe, under these circum- 
stances, prove a suflicient reason why (without becoming 
the vindicator or the assailant of others) it should be my 
desire to place the truth before your Honorable Body and 
the public, and to indicate some of the causes which justly 
and properly would be expected to cause an increased 
expenditure for street cleaning work. 


To ascertain to what extent the annual tax has been 
increased, and the portion of the same which has been 
necessary for street cleaning, the following statement is 
given, together with the population of the city at the 
different periods of taking the census from 1835: 
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Amount of tax received, expended for street cleaning, received 
Sor sale of manure, and population each census year, from 
1835 to 1855 inclusive. 








, Cost for s % 
Year. | Tax received. | eet ‘Sales of manure] Population. 





=| es 
1835...) $965,502 94 $114,755 23) $86,788 93] 270,089 


1840... 1,354,835 29 149,930 65) 38,711 72} 312,710 


1845....) 2,096,191 18) 150,905 17, 28,308 82| 371,228 
1850....] 8,230,085 02) 158,637 68 82,191 G0| 515,394 


| 
1855....| 5,843,882 89 278,262 a 4,745 12) 629,830 
| 5 








It is readily seen that the increase of population ex- 
ceeds that of the expense of street cleaning; and, com- 
paring the year 1840 with 1855, the amount of annual tax 
increases from $1,354,885 29 to $5,843,882 89; the in- 
crease being $4,488,997 60, during the interval of fifteen 
years. 


It will be noticed that the amount derived from the 
sale of manure has been steadily decreasing. I do not 
know to what extent this may be attributed to correct 
causes, but the heretofore increasing, and, of late years, 
almost universal practice, to violate the ordinances by 
the casting of ashes, building dirt and rubbish into the 
streets, has greatly reduced both the quantity and quality 
of the manure produced. 


A small quantity of ashes mingled with street manure, 
renders it worthless, and not only reduces the revenue de- 
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rived, but also adds to the necessary expense, as freight- 
age has to be paid for its removal from the city. 


Thus, the neglect of a prompt and regular collection of 
ashes, to be had at the cost of a few cents per barrel, by 
leading to an infraction of the laws, will cause a loss five 
times greater than the first cost of collecting and re- 
moving the ashes. 


This item, trifling as it may appear at a glance, be- 
comes a matter of importance in removing and disposing 
of the debris and sweepings of the city, containing now 
nearly—as, in a few years, it will quite—one million of 
inhabitants. 


If a system of street cleaning—as the ‘necessity de- 
mands for the present and future time—should be adopted, 
this would form a consideration of importance in the 
economy of the work. 


The mention of this matter suggests one of the causes, 
which, with the increase of population, has necessarily 
added to the expense of street cleaning. 


The statements submitted show that it cost the sum of 
$12,183 434 for the collection and removal of ashes and 
garbage, &c. This seems a large amount, but when the 
extent of the city and number of its population is con- 
sidered, it does not appear unreasonable; and, if tested 
by the number of carts needed to perform the work, esti- 
mated at from four to ten, an average of seven to each 
ward—the winter season requiring the greater number— 
and allowing $2 50 as the hire for man, horse and cart per 
day, itiwould indicate the necessary expenditure, for this 
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service alone, of $100,000, and, inclusive of freightage, &c., 
probably of $120,000 per annum. 


Tt is not many years since wood was the fuel mostly in 
use, and being yaluable for domestic purposes, the ashes 
were sought for and purchased, instead of inflicting the 
large amount of tax now required. 


The foregoing facts suggest the great and increasing 
importance of a systematic collection of ashes, garbage, 
&c., in order to meet one of the necessities of the present 
and future of the city. By such systematic performance 
of the work, and by the enforcement of the ordinances, 
the nuisance arising from unsightly and offensive garbage 
boxes on the sidewalks of the streets may be abated and 
removed. 


lt has been my endeavor to effect a reform in this mat- 
ter, and to prevent increasing expense; the carts, having 
been all inspected, are now rigidly required to bring to 
the docks full loads, under the penalty of loss of pay for 
eartage. 


The necessity of securing for our city an effective 
system of street scavenging, is apparent, and the inability 
to secure clean streets under any of the plans which have 
heen heretofore tried, would prove the necessity for care- 
ful inquiry and the adoption of the best system. If the 
old system has its faults of liability to neglect and possi- 
bility of fraud, it cannot be disputed that the contract 
system, if the work paid for is not performed, becomes in 
itself a fraud in every respect. Any system adopted 
should be the result of careful investigation and placed 
on a permanent basis; or, if the contract system is again 
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to be tried, it should be and shall be—so far as this 
department has authority—with the understanding that 
the terms of the specification must be fulfilled. 


This can be done in work or service rendered to the 
public as for individuals, and it is no greater hardship in 
the one case than in the other. 


If this determination existed in reference to furnishing 
supplies and the execution of public work, many of the 
frauds which are, or may be, perpetrated under the system 
of contract given to the lowest bidder, would be pre- 
vented, and I doubt not, that, instead of increasing taxa- 
tion, the increase not only would be checked, but that a 
reduction of the Jarge amount now required could and 
would be effected—at all events, the statements above 
given may be suggestive to those interested, it not being 
intended, on my part, in any manner to reflect unjustly 
upon any officer of the city government, past or present, 
the facts being presented, simply, that the labors of this 
department, may be the hetter understood and appre- 
ciated. 


Previous to 1834, the ordinances required every house- 
holder to sweep twice a week to the middle of the street; 
and hence, to make comparison, 1835 may be assumed as 
the proper starting-point, from which—assuming the pre- 
sent population to be $10,000—the cost would amount to 
$342,000 per annum. If, then, the expense of removing 
coal ashes, the increased wages paid for labor, etc., be 
taken into consideration, even the apparently wasteful 
and extravagant expenditure of 1856,— amounting to 
$396,251 78,—if the work was well, and effectively per- 
formed, and a like increase had been obtained from the 
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sales of manure, which sales would haye amounted to 
$100,000—I repeat, even this enormous sum would have 
been cheerfully paid by our citizens to obtain the assur- 
ance of clean streets; but, to realize this desideratum, the 
result of the past quarter, and the reasonable expense, 
attending, justifies the belief, that, whatever increase may 
be made to the tax levy, at present this work will not re- 
quire any increase, if the system can be placed on a proper 
basis. 


Respectfully, 


GEORGE W. MORTON, 
City Inspector. 


Sranenent of the Number of days Work renderéd by Laborers in Cleaning Streets, under the direction of the City 
Inspector, from the week ending May 30, to week ending August 1, 185%, both inclusive. 













WEEK ENDING, 
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Snammatesr of the Amount earned by Laborers each week, from week ending May 30, to week ending August 1, 1857, 
both incusive engaged in Cleaning Streds, under the direction ofthe City Inspetor. 
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Nonper of Loads of Ashes and Garbage collected and removed, wnder the direction of the City Inspector from week 





ending May 30, to week ending August 1, 1857, both inclusive. 
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Sraremenr of the Amount earned by Cartmen, collecting and removing Ashes and Garbage, under the authority and 





direction. of the City Inspector, from week ending May 30, to week e 








WEEK ENDING, 
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Srarement of the Number of Loads of Dirt, Manure and Rubbish removed from the Streets, under the direction of the 
City ee from week ending May 30, to week ending August 1, 1857, both inclusive. 
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Total 58,973. 
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Staremenr of the Amount earned by Cartmen engaged in removiag Dirt, Manure and Rubbish from the Streets from 
week ending May 30, to week ending August 1, 1887, both inclusive. 
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Statement of Weekly Expense Cleaning Streets and removing Ashes and Garbage from wards as follows, under the direction of the 








City Inspector, from week ending May 80th, to week ending August Ist, 1897, both inclusive: 
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Srarement of the Total Number of Loads of Dirt, Ashes, Manure, Rubbish and Garbage removed, weekly, under the 
direction of the City Inspector,-from week ending May 30th, to week ending August 1st, 1857, both inclusive. 
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DOCUMENT No. 19. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 9, 1857. 





The following report of the Committee on the communi 
cation of his Honor the Mayor, in regard to the condi- 
tion and relief of the unemployed working men of this 
city, was received, adopted, and ordered to be printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
communication from his Honor the Mayor, transmitting 
a petition from the workingmen of the city, now unem- 
ployed, as well as the communication from his Honor the 
Mayor, transmitted to the Common Council, October 22, 
1857, recommending an issue of stock to purchase food, 
and, also, in regard to the immediate commencement of 
our public works in order to afford employment for them, 
respectfully 

REPORT: 

That being deeply impressed with the importance of 
the subject, and the necessity of action, so far as is con- 
sistent with their obligations to all other classes of the 
community, in devising means to alleviate, in part, the 
distress and suffering which now exists, and is likely to 
continue among our laboring population, during this and 
the coming season, they have given it that attention its 
importance seems to demand. 
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The petition of the unemployed working men asks the 
Common Council to put in operation the following public 
works, for the purpose of given them employment, viz: 
The “Central Park,” “New Reservoir,” “Regulating and 
Sewering Streets,” &c. Your Committee, in answer to 
the prayer of the petitioners, would state, for their infor- 
mation, as well as of our citizens generally, that the Board 
of Aldermen have passed an ordinance, appropriating two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the Central Park 
Improvement, which now only awaits the action of the 
Board of Councilmen, and the approval of the Mayor, to 
meet, in part, the demand for labor by the unemployed. 
It will, no doubt, be made available and applied to the 
purpose intended during the present week. 


As to the commencement of the “New Reservoir,” 
neither your Committee, nor the Common Council can do 
anything to forward the work, as the whole matter is now 
in litigation, growing out of the award of contract, made 
by the Croton Aqueduct Department. It is to be hoped 
that the suit now pending, in reference to the award of 
the contract for its construction, will soon be terminated, 
and the ‘money immediately applied to the purpose for 
which it was intended. 


Many other public works, such as regulating and grad- 
ing streets and avenues, repairing wharves and piers, and 
repairing public buildings, have passed the Common Coun- 
cil, and received the approval of the Mayor, which, owing 
to the unwarrantable interference of the state exeeutive, 
in the appointment of the head of the Street Department, 
have been suspended for the last six months. These are 
matters which the Common Council cannot control, as 
this important branch of the city government is now 
under restraint, and will be likely to continue so, until 
the judiciary is freed from the baneful blight of partisan 
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ship, and officers of the people’s choice supercede the ap- 
pointees of the executive at Albany. 

Your Committee desire to have it distinctly understood 
that while deeply sympathyzing with this portion of the 
people in their distress, and being anxious to afford them 
every relief in their power, yet it will be remembered 
that the Common Council, in making appropriations for 
the carrying on of the public works, are in a measure 
restricted, and are compelled to frame their ordinances 
in conformity with the requirements of the Charter and 
the laws of the state. Thus, in reference to building 
sewers, regulating and grading streets, &c., an applica- 
tion by a majority of the owners of property on the line 
of the proposed improvement must be made before the 
Common Council can order the work to be done, and as 
the law points out a direct mode for constructing such 
works, the Common Council cannot deviate from its plain 
provisions. 

Your Committee, however, being desirous of affording 
work for as many persons as possible, think that the 
Common Council, in addition to the work already pro- 
posed, and reported to be done in grading Hamil- 
ton square, the improvement of the Central Park, and 
such other public works as they may from time to time 
order, should cause to be done, immediately, the working 
of the Second avenue, from Forty-second street to Eighty- 
sixth street, and its entire length, if deemed advisable, 
as a country road, by Macadamizing it. We have no 
avenue east of the Bloomingdale road, fit for the travel 
of private vehicles between the upper and lower parts of 
the city, and also several of our streets traversing the 
upper part of the city, from the North to the East river, 
now almost impassable, might be worked in a similar 
manner. In former years, when the necessity was not so 
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great, appropriations were invariably made for Macadam- 
izing the principal avenues and streets in the upper part 
of the city, thereby providing work for large numbers of 
poor people; but for several years past this practice has 
been discontinued, and that of dispensing public charity 
by the Alms-house Department substituted. 

If this suggestion is met with favor by the Common 
Council, your Committee would recommend that the 
Comptroller be directed, in making up the annual tax 
leyy for the year 1858, to insert therein the amount of 
fifty thousand dollars to be expended for the abovye-men- 
tioned purposes, your Committee deeming it a much more 
judicious mode of appropriating the public funds than by 
the purchase and gratuitous distribution of fuel, food and 
other necessaries of life, especially as this public charity. 
is dispensed to those who are willing and anxious to work 
whenever an opportunity for so doing is afforded them. 

Your Committee does not agree with the suggestions 
contained in the communication of his Honor the Mayor, 
relative to the proposed issue of stock to purchase large 
quantities of food to be sold at cost price to laborers on 
the public works, as any such indirect mode of benefiting 
the poor would be fraught with evils, which would more 
than counterbalance the good thus intended to be con- 
ferred. 

The congregation of large numbers of persons in our 
parks and public highways, as demonstrated by those who 
assembled in one of the public squares and tore down and 
carried away the fences, under the pretext of supplying 
themselves with fuel, and the more recent assemblages in 
the Park, are not calculated to enlist the sympathies of 
our tax payers nor your Committee, but tend orily to 
bring odium upon themselves, and creating the impression 
among our citizens that the leaders in such assemblages 
are not actuated by the desire to benefit those whom they 
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address, but rather to acquire for themselves a question- 
able notoriety. Your Committee cannot dismiss this 
subject without expressing their unqualified condemna- 
tion of all such proceedings, and hope, for the benefit of 
those people, that in future such meetings will be discon- 
tinued, and hereafter to let their wants be known, and 
their wishes communicated to the city authorities in a 
manner partaking less of the style of the disaffected popu- 
lation of European cities. 


Your Committee cannot permit the present opportunity 
to pass, without giving their views in reference to what is 
called the present crisis, and in endeavoring to show, by 
what they deem conclusive argument, that the revulsions 
in trade, the depressionof all descriptions of labor, the 
apparent scarcity of money, and the various other causes 
which have conspired to bring about the present distress 
and suffering, which is said to exist among the laboring 
and certain other classes of our citizens, is but temporary, 
and that in a short time, from the nature of existing cir- 
cumstances, the country will assume its wonted prosper- 
ity, and trade, commerce and manufacturers again resume 
their allotted spheres of usefulness, and confidence again 
take the place of the universal distrust now pervading all 
classes of our community. A comparison of the present 
revulsion with that which’ paralyzed the country in the 
year 1837, will be amply sufficient, your Committee be- 
lieve, to satisfy the most skeptical, that the present is 
only a temporary embarrassment. At that time, the whole 
country was impoverished. From Maine to Texas—which 
latter was not then ours—we were dependent upon Europe 
for the very grain we used to support life—and we could 
only pay for it in specie and cotton—the first of which ar- 
ticles was immeasurably scarcer than now, as was also the 
second, for the reason that the absolute production of 
silver and gold amounted then, and for one hundred and 
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eighty years previous, to only fifty million dollars per an- 
num, through the whole world, while, during the past 
eleven years, it has amounted to one hundred and fifty 
million dollars per annum, of which we have had more in 
proportion than any other nation. So much for the 
specie, except this, that England and Russia, prior to 
eleven years since, owned, in respect to the United States 
specie as ten to one—-now we are nearly even with them. 
Our cotton was even scarcer than specie, for the United 
States Bank had undertaken to control the whole of our 
cotton crop, both that in hand and that coming forward, 
and from the foreign advances made to that institution, 
and others concerned with it, we found ourselves with a 
vast portion of that article of payment in the hands of 
foreign owners. For three years previous we had had 
short crops, and when the crisis overtook us, in the midst 
of what was called the “great land fever,” the price of 
labor fell at once to its lowest margin, while the prices of 
all the necessaries of life were maintained at a high point, 
and even rose above it. 

The great laboring and artisan classes were reduced 
almost to beggary. That this was not consequent upon 
the “great land fever” speculation, is pain enough. when 
it is known that lands in Maine, four years afterward, 
were sold, and bought profitably, at prices above the 
highest point of speculation prices during the “land fever,” 
and the same is certainly known of property in this city. 
The south, at that time, was perfectly bankrupt. 

Look at the contrast. To-day the foreign debt of the 
United States is absolutely less than then. The south is 
not only out of debt, but absolutely rich. She owns her 
own cotton, sugar, rice and tobacco, and adds nothing to 
the burden of indebtedness. The north is in debt, but the 
immense surplus of her productions, from harvests hitherto 
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entirely unknown, are amply sufficient, to meet it all, and 
yet the prices rule lower than at any period for four years. 


Then, again, the vast majority of our indebtedness is of 
such a character, as really to amount to little. It is rail- 
road loans, and these once confined to the railroads them- 
selves, in the hands of their creditors, nearly all of our 
debt is “ wiped out.” The suspension of all our banks is 
a most fortunate circumstance, and it is to be hoped they 
will not resume, until they are beyond the necessity of 
another suspension. The bank currency will thus be 
equalized throughout the northern states, and exchange 
will be as abundant within sixty days, between the east and 
west, and rule at as low prices, as in any prosperous year. 

Another erroneous idea is, that luxurious living, extra- 
yagant dressing, splendid turn-outs and fine houses, are 
the causes of distress to a nation. No more erroneous im- 
pression could exist. Every extravagance that the man 
of one hundred thousand or one million of dollars indulges 
in, adds to the means, the support, the wealth of ten or a 
hundred, who had little or nothing else but their labor, 
their intellect, or their taste. If aman of a million spends 
principal and interest in ten years, and finds himself beg- 
gared at the end of that time, he has actually made a hun- 
dred, who have catered to his extravagance, employers or 
employed, so much richer by the division of his wealth. 
He may be ruined, but the nation is better off and richer, 
for a hundred minds and hands, with ten thousand dollars 
a piece, are far more productive than one with the whole. 


The great truth apparent in all this crisis is, that it is 
simply what is called a “ panic.” It is universal distrust 
—-every man doubts his neighbor’s means, and has his 
doubts returned. The moment confidence returns, men 
will look into each other’s faces and feel ashamed that 
.they allowed this panic to disturb the public mind to the 
extent it has. 
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The distress is merely temporary and urgent because so 
many have been suddenly thrown out of employment; but 
ample provision can be made for the deserving at all 
times, and the public may rest assured that the Common 
Council will take such measures as may be deemed needful 
in the premises; but the unemployed must forbear until 
such provision can be made, and remember that the peace 
and good order of society must be maintained throughout 
the “ crisis.” 

The following resolutions are, therefore, respectfully 
recommended for your adoption: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this time to adopt 
the suggestions contained in the message of his Honor the 
Mayor, transmitted to the Common Council on the 22d of 
October last, relative to a proposed issue of stock to pro- 
cure large supplies of food, to be furnished at cost prices 
to the laborers employed on the public works. 


Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby 
directed to expedite, as much as possible, the contemplated 
grading of Hamilton square, and that, upon the passage 
of the Central Park Improvement appropriation, he take 
immediate steps to realize the money contemplated to be 
raised by the passage of the ordinance. 

Resolved, That in making up the annual tax levy for the 
year 1858, the Comptroller be, and he is hereby authorized 
and directed to insert therein, in addition to the annual 
appropriation for roads, the sum of fifty thousand dollars, 
to be expended in Macadamizing the Second avenue, from 
Forty-second to Highty-sixth street, and such other streets 
and ayenues as the Common Council may, from time to 
time, direct. 


PETER FULLMER, on 


THOS. McSPEDON, Committee 
HENRY R. HOFFMIRE,) Finance. 


DOCUMENT No. 20. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


NOVEMBER 12, 1857. 


The following report was laid on the table, five hundred 
copies ordered printed, and the subject made the spe- 
cial order of business for Monday evening, 16th inst. 


D, T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





The Committee to whom was assigned the duty of ex- 
amining into the public accounts and the books of the 
Finance Department, respectfully present, for your con- 
sideration, this their ‘ 

REPORT: 


The apartments occupied by the Comptroller are by no 
means suitable for the business required to be done 
therein. There is not space enough to furnish sufficient 
desk room for the present clerks; and books and papers of 
all kinds are mingled in one confused mass. The number 
of clerks for the amount of, and character of the business 
done there is entirely too small; and even if their number 
were increased, no room could be found in the present 
apartments for them to work in. The Comptroller him- 
self is burdened with duties, and incommoded greatly for 
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the want of sufficient accommodations. During the whole 
course of this examination, your Committec have found 
renewed assurances, (if,findeed,"any were wanting,) of his 
stern integrity as a public officer, and his faithful de- 
votion to the financial interests of the people. Whatever 
discrepancies have been found in the books, or errors in 
accounts, want of system infthe keeping of the books, or 
the keeping of no books at all, are not properly chargea- 
ble to the Comptroller,{as itfis impossible for him, under 
tho pressure of accumulating business and duties, to be 
burthened with the details of the departments, which de- 
tails should be managed and conducted by the various 
clerks and employees under him. 


The examination made by your Committee has been ex- 
tended as far as the limited appropriation already made 
would enable them. They found it necessary to secure 
the services of a practical book-keeper and accountant, 
which they did, and‘ your Committee are of the opinion, 
that no one more capablejcould have been selected. 


Section 2, of the amended charter of 1849, says: “ there 
shall be an executive department, which shall be denomi- 
nated the ‘Department of Finance,’ which shall have 
control of all the fiscal concerns of the Corporation, and 
shall prescribe the formsjof keeping and rendering all 
city accounts whatever, and all accounts rendered to, or 
kept in, the several departments of the city government, 
shall be subject to the inspection and review of this de- 
partment; it shall settle and adjust all claims whatever, 
by the Corporation, or against them, and all accounts 
whatever in which the Corporation is concerned, either 
as debtor or credior; the chief officer of this department 
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shall be called the Comptroller of the city of ‘New 
York.’ ” 


Although by this section, the duty is imposed upon the 
various departments of keeping their books and accounts 
as the Comptroller may direct, yet no power is conferred 
upon him to enforce the correct keeping of the books and 
accounts in the departments. Your Committee have been 
unable to find any books, papers or vouchers in the 
department of “ Streets and Lamps;” but, from informa- 
tion and belief, they would state, that if any were kept 
they were taken by the late Commissioner when he left 
his office. 


ln the Street Commissioner's department, owing to the 
troubles there, and the injunction placed upon the books 
and papers, your Committee have been unable to make as 
thorough and extended an examination as they wished. 
But they are satisfied, that no regular and systematic 
books have been kept; in fact, so deficient and negligent 
has been this department, in the manner of keeping its 
accounts, that the Comptroller has been compelled, of ne- 
cessity, to open and keep certain books in his office, which 
should be kept in the Street Department. 


In the Tax Receiver’s office they have a complete 
and systematic set of books, and your Committee have 
been well pleased with the business-like manner in which 
the affairs of this department have been conducted. 


In the Board of Education and the Alms-house Depart- 
ment, your Committee did not go; as, for the vast sums 
expended by them, they are not responsible to the Com- 
mon Council. 


Doe. No. 20.) 4 


Before proceeding to specify the various errors of com- 
inission and omission on the part of the subordinates of 
the Comptroller, your Committee are compelled to say that 
the disordered condition of the financial department of 
our city government reflects seriously upon the uniform 
character which the city of New York has always borne 
for business capacity and ability. 


’ 

All the financial transactions of the city of New York 

centre in the Comptroller’s office, and all the transactions 

of the various departments should appear in gross upon 
the ledgers kept in the office of the Comptroller. 


Your Committee first proceeded to the making out of a 
balance sheet, under date of 1st January last, the date of 
the Comptroller’s last annual report, a copy of which is 
annexed, marked A. 


‘This document shows the various accounts of expendi- 
ture of the city government, also the receipts, the stocks, 
bonds and other obligations due by the city, together 
with the assets of the same, or at least such assets as are 
upon the ledger. An examination of the various items on 
this sheet has led to the following results: 


The indebtedness of the city (see statement marked B,) 
for which stocks have been issued, as shown by the ledger 
on the Ist of January, 1857, amounted to..$17,009,920 76 


The amount, as shown by the Comptrol- 
ler, in his annual report, same date, is.. 16,984,156 00 


Making a difference between the ledger 


and the report of............seeere oon $25,764 76 
— 
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‘The Comptroller obtained his statement, probably, from 
the Stock Clerk, who is undoubtedly correct. The ac- 
counts of the Ssock Clerk are clear and correct, and 
proven to be so. Your Committee have had this depart; 
ment thoroughly examined, and they can bear witness to 
the correctness of the accounts of the Stock Clerk, his 
fidelity and arduous duties; the Stock Clerk is right, but 
the book-keeper wrong. Where the error or errors making 
this difference are to be found, can only be ascertained 
by going over the various stock accounts, which would 
require time and labor. 


The total amount of Revenne and Assessment Bonds, 
as shown. by the Comptroller’s reports of 1854, ’5 and ’6 
(for the last report does not give the total amount out- 
Stan GING) 18) hsyesarsswrayels damiwiet eninge * teeyey ay $5,038,265 00 

(See statement marked ©.) 

The total amount, as shown by the books, is 4,841,265 00 


.. $197,000 00 








Making a difference of. 





This difference has since been corrected, and would 
have been ascertained and corrected at the time, had the 
statement been made up directly from the ledger. 

There also appears on the ledger of the Sinking Fund, folio 
157, (see sfatement marked, ),)a charge under the head of 
Fire Loan Stock, amounting to $11,683 77. The Comp- 
troller states, in his annual report, that the amount of 
Fire Loan Bonds and Mortgages, then on hand, was 
345,500. 


If this account, Fire Loan Stock, is intended to repre- 
sent the amount of bonds and mortgages remaining unpaid 
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of the Fire Loan, then there is a difference between the 
books and the Comptroller’s report of $33,816 30. If this 
account is not intended to represent the amount of those 
mortgages unpaid, then the $45,500, mentioned by the 
Comptroller, is not to be found upon the books, and the 
book-keeper himself is unable to tell what the account 
does represent, and your Committee are of the opinion 
that no one at present in the Finance Department can 
tell (without going back to the commencement of the ac- 
count and studying it out,) what it does represent. For 
there is no Fire Loan Stock now in existence, it having 
been paid off long ago. 


To correct this account, a long investigation will be 
required, extending back through a period of twenty 
years. This will have to be done, to learn correctly what 
bonds were received, what bonds have been paid, and 
when, and what remain on hand. Then this account can 
be fully explained. 


The following charges appear on the books against 
parties who have been collectors of the public moneys. 
Many of them have legal offsets, some of them are out- 
lJawed by the statute of limitations. Some are just within 
the limits of the law: 


John Graham, in 1813.. 
Thomas Lloyd, in 184: 
« a “ 





$2,500 00 
4, 
ae ere arte BtABL 98 


Jacob Acker, sheriff, in 1838.. 














2,742 18 
Monmouth B. Hart, in 1841.. 2,482 62 
John Lynch. contractor, in 1844.. 321 08 





James B. Morton, “ ut ae + 4,599 55 
John D. Brower, “ Ede Fic teat oi see §,299'53 
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Oliver Cobb, collector,of taxes.... on 919 40 
E. T. Backhouse, “ sy oA 1,449 87 
E. B. Fellows...... 437 OT 
Elijah P. Horton 271 97 
Lewis Katen 10 00 
Sureties of John Layden 268 14 
Owen W. Brennan 27 72 
John McMahon. 607 00 
John Murphy... 295 05 
James G. Moffatt... 69 60 
John Rese.... 69 65 
Moses Fargo. 167 45 
William Burnham. 49 29 
John F, Russell. . 3 67 
W. K. Yarrington. . 805 85 
Robert B. Ruggles.. 90 00 
Cornelius Van Benschoten... 1,192 63 
Robert C. Montgomery 161 71 
Abraham Miller 21 77 
Jolin G. Kipp.. 176 21 
Charles Osborne. . 2 92 
John K. Townsend... 87,438 42 
James Ve Voe.-.. 5,397 63 
Samuel Y. Clark. 260 50 
Henry G. Boyle 1,049 49 
Oliver Griswold $109 34 
David Seaman... 1,751 50 
Thomas R. Kellinger. 8,253 82 
John P. Truesdale.... 2,167 80 
Jonathan D. Stephenson 2,169 62 








Amounting to...sssee..sseeeeeeee+ $186,121 42 
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If this large amount be a true and correct account of 
claims due to the city by the parties mentioned, immedi- 
ate steps should be taken to collect the same; for, if they 
be suffered to remain in their present position, soon the 
entire amount will be outlawed, 


Your Committee endeavored to find the bonds given by 
the sureties of the above-mentioned parties; but only a 
few of them could be found in the Comptroller’s office. 
Your Committee would here state that, of late years, no 
book, register or written memorandum of any kind, has 
been kept in the Comptroller’s office, containing a record 
of the surety bonds held by the city, as security for the 
faithful discharge of the duties of public officers; in fact, 
under the system at present pursued and followed up, for 
several years past, public officers might as well not give 
security, for the reason that the bonds are not prosecuted. 
Your Committee know of but one instance where a bond 
has been prosecuted; and even in that case, under the 
present system of management, the city had better at 
once withdraw the suit. 


Statement E contains an exhibit of the amount of the 
annual taxes remaining unpaid prior to January Ist, 
1857. 

The total amount is..........05......05 $2,836,670 27 


Harvey Hart, Tax Receiver, from May 9th, 1848, to. 
May 29th, 1856, has an unsettled account on the books, 
amounting to............ ANC oaceceme sede as $88,189 28 


On the books kept in the Tax Receiver’s office, Mr. 
Hart’s account, like all the other accounts in that 
office, are systematically and regularly kept, and this ac- 
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count is balaneed; but it is not balanced on the books of 
the Comptroller. 

Mr. Henry H. Howard, who succeeded Mr. Hart, has 
charged against him, on the 1st January, 1857, 

$2,128,643 03 

His account is in the same position of that of Iarvey 
Hart. Your Committee are of the opinion that these 
accounts, by this time, should have been settled. 

That they are not balanced on the books of the city, 
can be best explained by those who have charge of the 
books. 

The following accounts, to wit: 

Wells and Pumps. 
Streets Paving.... 
“Opening 


$2,655 82 
1,660,583 28 
842,522 79 














Fencing Vacant Lots. 1,704 58 
Sewers . 69,787 94 
Liens on Lots. 41,466 61 


2,139,237 99 
+ $4,757,959 01 
Are intended to represent the total amount of outstanding 
assessments. These accounts show, or should show, all 
payments made by the city, which are to be repaid’by the 
collection of the assessments levied upon property for 
that purpose, When the assessments collected are not 
sufficient to pay for the work done, the deficiency is sup- 
plied by the issue of assessment bonds. The assessments, 
when collected, are credited to the appropriate accounts. 
If the assessments be all paid, thea the accounts will 
balance, and there will be no necessity for the issue of 
bonds. 


Central Park. 





Amounting, in the aggregate, to.. 
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Therefore, the excess of expenditures on these several 
accounts, over the receipts, should equal the amount of 
assessment bonds outstanding against thecity. The fore- 
going statement shows the amount of this deficiency to 
DOeratneie) 1« arate Sates eee atte « $4,757,959 01 
The total amount of bonds +..+ 5,088,265 00 








Showing that more bonds have been issued 
than there was deficiency to supply, of... $280,205 99 








If this amount of $4,757,959 be the true amount spent 
for the purposes specified, and this amount be now 
due the city of New York, some action had better be 
taken at once to collect it, in order to relieve our nearly 

~ exhausted treasury. Your Committee undertook to have 
the vouchers for payments on these accounts examined, 
but were unable to proceed, first, on account of the limit- 
ed appropriation; second, the Comptroller’s refusal to 
pay the amount already appropriated. The only ar- 
rangement your Committee could make with their ac- 
countant was to hold themselves personally responsible 
for the amount of the present appropriation, which, be- 
ing consumed, he refused to give his further services, on 
the ground that he was unable to give his time and labor, 
and trust to the results of a law-suit for his reward To 
examine the vouchers on these accounts would be a large 
undertaking, more than one person could accomplish in 
any reasonable time. Your Committee believe, however, 
from information reccived in the Comptroller’s office, 
that such examination would lead to the discovery of the 
fact that charges are made on these accounts foreign to 
them, and which should not appear thereon. The total 
amount of outstanding assessment bonds is not given in 
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the last annual report, and is only to be ascertained by 
going over the reports for several years past. The an- 
nual report shows only the issue and redemption for each 
separate year. 


The vast sums due to the city by defaulting officers, un- 
paid taxes and assessments, is sufficient to strike terror 
and alarm among our citizens. It indicates a careless 
ness in the keeping of the accounts and the collection of 
the same, truly deplorable. 


The total amount of claims against sundry collectors 
and others, as shown in the foregoing part of this report, 
amounting to. $136,121 42 
Unpaid Taxes +++ 2,836,670 27 
Assessments unpaid.........-..s60+.. 6 4,757,959 O01 







Amounting, altogether, to the enormous 
BMI OP sateen as ane ence seccecsecse $7,730,750 70 


Of this amount considerable will be collected; but who 
believes that, under the present management of our finan: 
cial affairs, this amount will be materially reduced ? 


An examination of the returns made to the Bureau of 
Arrears, which isa bureau in the Comptroller’s office, 
revealed a state of things disgraceful and deplorable. 
This bureau is second to none under the city government, 
Through it, the large sums due the city, for unpaid taxes 
and assessments, find their way to the treasury. Tho 
collections amount to from one to two millions per an- 
num. Your Committee are of the opinion that no one in 
the whole Finance Department, not even, the Clerk of 
Arrears himself, has the most remote idea of the amount 
for which this bureau should be held responsible. It is 
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not known correctly what amount is placed in the hands 
of the clerk for collection. The frauds, defalcations, er- 
rors and delinquencies found in the returns made to this 
bureau, in the slight examination which they were only 
able to make, created in the minds of your Committee 
the greatest surprise and astonishment, that such things 
should be allowed to exist. The returns of arrearages 
made to this bureau are sent in on sheets, which are 
bound in book form, and thus used. As payments are 
received, they are credited on the returns made. 


This system has been practiced since the organization 
of the department, as the sums returned as unpaid are 
presented to the persons represented as owing them, nu- 
merous errors are discovered. It hasalready been ascer- 
tained that thousands of dollars, returned as unpaid had 
been paid to the collectors before the returns were made 
to the Clerk of Arrears. Over six hundred instances 
have been recorded during the last “ three years,” in which 
the collectors themselves have acknowledged that they 
received the money which they returned as uncollected. 
And your Committee are of the opinion that a thorough 
examination of this department would reveal the fact 
that thousands, not hundreds, of such cases would be 
found. The Clerk of Arrears, whom your Committee be- 
lieve Has zealously endeavored to bring order out of chaos 
is not able, owing to a want of room and sufficient cleri- 
cal force to accomplish much, as affairs now stand. The 
interests o! the city treasury imperatively require that. a 
competent book keeper-should he selected to examine the 
books, from which the arrearages, returned to this bureau 
are taken. Errors could thus be traced to the person 
making them, and an accounting be had before the par- 
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ties and their sureties disappear. The present Clerk of 
Arrears, concurs in these views of your Committee. He 
has experience and knows the impossibility of acecomplish- 
ing much good under the present system, and expresses 
the conviction that if a sufficient force, under the charge 
of an experienced and competent book-keeper, is employed, 
the saving to the city treasury will more than a hundred 
fold compensate for the expense. He thinks it due to all 
parties, and so do your Committee, that errors be traced 
to their source, and the parties making them, be it himself, 
or any other officer, held to a strict accounting therefor. 
But it is to the returns of uncollected assessments that 
your attention and the attention of the public is particu- 
larly invited. The statement marked F., is a list of re- 
turns made to the Clerk of Arrears, from January 1858 
to December 1856, from the office of the Collector of Assess- 
ments. They are seven hundred and ten in number, and 
as shown by the footings made on the returns amount 
to $1,410,468 44. ‘ 


The amount of these returns should equal the differ- 
ence between the amount of cash deposited with the 
“Chamberlain,” and the original amount of the assess- 
mentlist. But your Committee learn that of these seven 
hundred and ten returns not one has ever been officially 
examined in the Comptroller’s office; that no attempt has 
ever been made to audit these accounts. 


The amounts, if correct, should be charged to the Clerk 
of Arrears, when placed in his hands for collection, and 
he held responsible therefor; but no such charge is made 
tohim. Ever since the organization of this department, 
no records of the returns has been made! no charge what- 
ever made of the amounts. 
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While at the same time a private examination, made by 
the Clerk of Arrears, revealed to him the fact that the 
returns were incorrect, and full of errors. The extension 
of Canal street, and the widening of Walker street, is 
rendered $19,000 short of its correct amount, and is 
footed up. . $159,953 00 
Should be. 


Making a deficiency... ...0.senrereses 








Concealed in the footing, showing that upward of 
eighty-three thousand dollars, on this collection alone has 
remained unaccounted for by the collector. ‘he return 
of the assessment list for flagging, curbing and guttering 
Thirty-sixth street, between Tenth and Mleventh avenues. 
WAS TENGCTCM vininje civiecew osis.ccu ss os 
And the correct footing should be 


Making a difference of ...--.....+s++s-e0+ $1,865 58 
——- 





The return for opening of Kighty-fourth street to Ninth 
avenue, was rendered sve $8,023 00 











Should be. 2,058 00 
Making a difference of $965 00 
a 


In this return the collector not only has made the above 
error in footing, but he has duplicated on the return, 
some six or eight pages of items, thereby charging them 
twice on the same return. 

In the return for Thirty-eighth street and Third avenue, 





there is an error in the footing of. $1,168 00 
Widening Liberty street 2,136 00 
Bloomingdale road..... 936 00 


Regulating Broadway and Sixth ayenue,... 941 00 
—— 
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These are given as a few of the instances, to enumerate 
all of which would fill up the pages of a moderate sized 
volume. 


It is proper to state here that his Honor the Mayor, 
though standing at the head of our public affairs, has no 
power or control over the matters spoken of in this re- 
port, and is not to be held responsible for the errors of 
omission or commission, existing in the Finance Depart- 
ment, all power and authority over that department being 
vested in its appropriate head. 


In view of all these facts, your Committee urge upon 
you, not only as members of the Common Council and 
guardians of the interests of this great city, but as citizens 
to stop not here, but to go forward with this examination 
until it shall be ascertained who is indebted to the city 
for moneys concealed in false returns; and when the 
amounts shall have been ascertained, to prosecute them 
and their securities, so that public officers shall no longer 
put their unhallowed hands in the treasury of the people 
with impunity. Your Committee have embodied other 
recommendations in proper resolutions, which they sub- 
mit with this report. 


Your Committee are compelled to acknowledge their 
indebtedness to Mr. George Peckham, the accountant, who 
has conducted this investigation with so much ability; 
himself and an assistant having devoted nearly three 
months of time, your Committee would recommend that 
the sum of one thousand dollars, be, and is hereby appro- 
priated as their compensation. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Examination of Pub- 
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lic Accounts, be continued, and that they are hereby in- 
structed. 


First. To revise, and correct and place in proper form, 
and prepare proper books therefor the accounts in the 
Department of Arrears. That they trace all errors to the 
proper party making them, and when the examination 
shall be concluded to present to the Comptroller, a cor- 
rect account against each individual officer, who may be 
responsible for the errors found, that the same may be 
collected at once. 


Seeond. To examine into the condition of the personal 
tax unpaid; to ascertain how much is due and unpaid on 
the original lists for the past five years, and to ascertain 
what measures can legally be taken to collect the same. 


Third. To examine the vouchers on the following ac- 
counts for the year 1857:—wells and pumps; streets paving; 
streets opening; fencing vacant lots; sewers; liens on lots; 
and Central Park; and to report all payments made and 
charged to these accounts which do not properly belong 
to them. 

Fourth, To revise and correct the accounts, which are 
mentioned in the foregoing report as incorrect. 

Fifth. To extend their examination to the various de- 
partments. 

Sizth. That they have power to employ clerical aid, and 
have power to send for persons and papers, and that the 
sum of five thousand dollars, be appropriated therefor. 

ISAAC 0. HUNT, 


HOMER FRANKLIN, > Committee. 
JAMES L. WAUGH. 
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Balance Ledger of City Government, December 31, 1856— 








“ Credits.” 
Folio. 

15.. Warrants drawn.......ee.es Se Oats $892,259 59 
698..Tax of 1856, received by Receiver.... 5,775,456 75 
694.. Do 1855, do +++ 856,117 46 
694.. Do 1855, do Olerk of Arrears. 117,300 79 
690.. Do 1854, do Receiver ....... 4,697 18 
690., Do 1854, do Clerk of Arrears. 91,162 20 
684... Do 1853, do Receiver .. ake: 228 82 
684.. Do 1853, do Clerk of Arrears. 27,591 93 
680.. Do 1852, do Receiver ..... . 62 85 
680.. Do 1852, do Clerk of Arrears. 6,969 50 
676.. Do 1851, do Receiver ....... 27 59 
676.. Do 1851, do Clerk of Arrears. 514 89 
672.. Do 1850, do do do .. 96 64 
668.. Do 1849, do Receiver ....... 59 16 
668.. Do 1849, do Clerk of Arrears. 20 57 
664.. Do 1848, do do Osim 22 01 
662.. Do 1847, do .do do 29 34 
624.. Do 1846, do do do .. 9 63 
658.. Do 1845, do do do... 13 66 
656.. Do 1844, do do do 4 80 
655.. Do 1848, do do do 11 82 
654.. Do 1842, do do dos. 56 15 
654.. Do 1841, do do do 42 36 
618.. Commutation of Taxes 2,470 89 
200... Intestate Estates.......... 9,972 98 
414..Court of Common Pleas . 5,505 55 
480.. Assessment Interest, 60,862 24 
406.. County Surrogate....--.+.,.-.000., 1,393 04 
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410..Superior Court ....... epee etststaraieke #7 aia $2,796 00 
420..Sewer Connections..... 24,122 00 
584.. Collecting Fees, State T 30,000 00 
640.. Interest on Taxes 715,456 65 
490..Bonds Payable..... “g 841,265 00 
561..Suspense Account .. 49,146 63 
569..Building Loan Stock, No. 2 2,967 O01 
570.. Do do do No.3 154,502 50 
571.. Do do do No.4.. 40,000 00 
572..Fire Indemnity Stock 402,768 00 
578.. Water Loan Stock, 7 per cent. 990,488 00 
575..Public Education Stock. . 154,625 00 
576..Public Building Stock, No. 502,880 00 


577..New York Gity 5 per cent. Stock for 
Docks and'Slips ..-..sceseeveerees 505,671 25 
578.. Water Loan Stock of 1849,5 per cent., 








payable in 1875... 258,200 00 
579..Water Loan Stock, 5 per cent. .. 10,647,000 00 
580.. Croton Water Stock of 1890.. + 1,005,479 00 





581..Central Park Assessment Fund Stock, 
6 per cent., payable in 1859........ 1,600,246 25 
582.. Central Park Fund Stock, 5 per cent., 
payable in 1898.......... eobriscens 715,993 75 
584.. Water Stock of New Reservoir, 5 and 






6 per cent, of 1875...... + 29,100 00 
574..City Stock, redeemed by the Commis- 

sioners of Sinking Fund ........... 1,774,512 00 
600.. Collectors’ Accounts unsettled....... 60,490 20 
616..C. Van Benschoten, Col’r 11th Ward. 172 75 
616..Jonathan Knapp, Col’r 13th Ward... 10 10 
616..Jedediah B. Lester, Col’r 15th Ward. 22 00 


649... Tax of 1833,.,..600 ..ees eee eeenees 5,635 11 
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649..Tax of 1884,.. $3,944 97 
650.. Do 18538. 6,744 53 
650.. Do 1886. 11,569 85 
650.. Do 1837. 13,860 43 
650.. Do 1838. 12,523 52 
650.. Do 1839. 14,802 68 
650.. Do 1840. 11,010 30 
650.. Do 1841. 7,369 01 
650.. Do 1842. 14,905 04 
650.. Do 1843. 16,734 15 
650.. 17,518 93 
650.. 15,741 32 
650.. 23,110 25 
650.. 41,354 83 
664.. 40,046 41 
668... 40,705 75 
668. . 36,843 69 
668... 55,362 34 
668... veeee 82,625 90 
668. . . . +. 175,760 387 
668.. +» 827,422 58 
668.. +. 585,575 08 
668.. Do 1856. ..e. cee ceeeeeecees + 1,275,503 28 


$38,557,544 20 





Balance Sheet, December 3\, 1856, of Ledger of City 
Government—Disbursements. 


Folio. 
1..Robert Kelly, City Treasurer........ $42 54 






..A. V. Stout, do... ... -. 1,481,162 23 
Battery Enlargement 52,496 83 
.. Court-house, Third District, 27,000 00 
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300..Real Estate 
536...State Mill Tax 
80..Alms-house... 
40.. Aqueduct Repairs. 
49. . Blasting Diamond Reef 
60..Board of Health... 
70..Belgian Pavements.. 
74..City Inspector... 
80. . Coroners’ Fees.. 
90..Cleaning Docks and Slip: 
100..County Contingencies .... 
110. . Contingent Expenses, Common Council 
120..Cleaning Streets.. 
140..Donations.... 
180..Docks and Slips. 
150..Election .... .. 
160..Errors and Delinquencies . 
170..Fire Department... 
179..Grading Tenth Avenue 
180... Interest on Bonds 
210.-Lamps and Gas .. 
:220.. Lands and Places . 
+230..Markets .... 
240.. Officers’ Fees. 
“250. “Police de. 
260..Police and Fire MMelegtaph 
210. Printings. sss... 
280.. Repairs to Public Baiaings. 
286..Repairs and Supplies .. 
279..Repairing County Jail 
290..Rents.........0e 
824..Roads and Avenues - 


























































608,826 
925,000 
26,889 
15,000 
8,014 
36,941 
8,352 
18,000 
5,998 
76,058 
43,210 
248,472 
17,179 
97,190 
19,989 
38,391 
74,007 
140 
357,185 
396,367 
16,500 
6,988 
28,988 
833,239 
4,998 
81,622 
86,397 
18,390 
4,312 
20,585 
53,780 


- $1,771,200 65 


05 
00 
31 
00 
35 
AT 
99 
00 
25 
23 
91 
58 
94 
19 
27 
58 
17 
00 
96 
00 
00 
00 
65 
79 
50 
70 
02 
67 
78 
66 
79 


310.. 
330.. 
340... 
316.. 


350. 


360... 
370... 
3875..8 
398.. 


390. 


388... 


372. 
374+. 
400. 


530.. 


529. 
528. 
504. . 
504.. 
461. 
471. 
504. 


506.. 
508... 
510... 
512... 
514... 
524.. 
528... 
540.. 
546... 
547... 
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$14,167 
17,991 
28 
8 
20,765 
394,281 


Real Estate Expens 
Stationery ... 
Street Expense: 
Sunken Vessel 
Sewers, Repairing and cleaning. . 











Salarios.2%\7. s.2..- 
Station-houses. 
Statistical Tables . 










1,500 
























Ward Maps... 7,219 

. Water Pipes. 119,475 
Arrearages for 1855. 346,301 

Judgments ....s.000. 75,915 
- Commissioners of Record 150,000 
County Clerk’s Office, . 9,450 

Common Schools... 1,024,471 

. House of Reluge... 4,000 
-New York Juvenile Asylum 36,375 

2,655 

Do 4 1,008 

- Streets Paving. 1,660,583 

. Streets Opening. 842,522 

. Moneys Refunded on sales of Taxes . 2,837 

Do do do Neen 50,143 

Charges on Arrears of Taxes .. 2,610 

Lands Purchased for Assessments.... 138,429. 

Charges on Arrears of Assessments... $2,615 













Fencing Vacant Lots.... . i 1,704 
SO WOLBateerlativuieWaleleles + 69,787 
Bonds, receivable in 1813... 2,500 
Croton Water Works Extension 631,336, 
Croton Aqueduct - 18,218,310 
Union Market 2.02005) 05 ott ieee 30,437 






27 
62 
21 
00 
94 
6T 
00 
00 
78 
02 
96 
28 
00 
52 
35 
00 
38 
82 
18 
28 
79 
72 
58 
52 
13 
12 
58 
4 
00 
il 
76 
00 
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548..Fuud for Redemption of Public Educa- 
GLONPSUOCK cre}aiviaals visleisie\atnlcielelsteiatcleye(p; $24,805 94 
. City and County of New York. «+ 1,930,953 28 





























.. Central Park..... 2,139,237 99 
..New Reservoir . 89,422 64 
559..Expenses for Richmond County, case 
Polly Bodine 2,743 22 
562..Thomas Lloyd 45,808 45 
5638..Jacob Acker, late Sheri: 2,742 18 
564..Monmouth B. Hart, late Sheriff § 2,482 62 
565..John Lynch, contractor, cleaning sts., 
1844.2 ee eee ete eee eee ene ee 821 08 
566..James A. Morton, contractor, cleaning 
Btreets, 1B4d es sass smeteies aecieele 4,599 55 
567..John D. Brower, cgntractor, cleaning 
streets, 1854 5,299 58 
601..Oliver Cobb, Collector, 919 40 
701..B.T. Backhouse,, do, 2d do .. 1,449 87 
602..E. B. Fellows, do 437 01 
602..Elijah P. Horton, do 5thdo ...... 271 97 
603.. Lewis Katen, do 5thdo ...... 10 00 
508..Sureties of John Layden, Collector 6th 
Ward... oe 268 14 
604..Owen W. Brennan, Collector 6th Ward 27 72 
604..John McMahon, do 6th Ward.... 607 00 
605..John Murpby, do 7th Ward.... 295 05 
605..James G. Moffatt, do 8th do 69 60 
606..John Rese, do 10th do 69 65 
606.. Moses Fargo, do Lith do : 167 47 
607.. William Burnham, do 12thdo .... 49 29 
607..John F. Russell, do 18thdo .... 3 67 


608..W. R. Yarrington, do 15thdo .... 805 85 


608 
609 
609 


610.. 
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..R. B. Ruggles, Collec’r 16th Ward.... $90 00 
..C. Van Benschoten, do 17th do 1,192 68 
..R. C. Montgomery, do 8th do 161 71 

Abraham Miller, do 9th do 21 1T 





















610..John G. Kipp, do 12thdo .. 176 21 
611..Charles Osborn, do 14thdo .... 2 92 
611..John K. Townsend, do 15th do + 87,488 42 
612..James De Voe, do 12th do 5,397 63 
612..Samuel Y. Clark, do 8th do 260 50 
(18..Henry G. Boyle, do 12thdo .. 1,049 49 
618..Alyin Griswold, do 9thdo .... 109 34 
614.. David Seaman, late Collector, Arrears 

Of MAXOS telus <ninencs ey seeeete 1,751 50 
614..Thomas R. Kellinger, late Collector, 

Arrears of Taxes. . . oe 8,253 82 
615..John P. Truesdale seeeeeeees 2,167 80 
615*:Jonathan D. Stephenson, late Collec- 

tor, Arroars ‘of Taxes...0<..1.+.+ si 2,169 62 
616..C. Van Benschoten, Collector, 11th W’d 
620..Harvy Hart, Receiver of Taxes .. 88,139 28 
621..Henry H. Howard, do do - 2,128,643 08 
631..Augustus Purdy, Collector of Arrears. 619,887 96 
520..Liens on Lots....scsecsseseeeessees 41,406 61 


$33,557,544 20 


1 
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STATEMENT B. . 


Statement of the Indebtedness of the City, for which Stock 
has been issued, as shown by the General Ledger, January 
ist, 1857. 















Ledger folio. 

569..Building Loan Stock, No. 2 $2,967 O01 
570..Do do do No. 3, 1870 154,502 50 
571..Do do do No, 4,1878.... 40,000 00 
572..Fire Indemnity Stock 402,768 00 
573..Water Loan Stock, 7 per cent. 990,488 00 






575..Public Education Stock.. ++ 154,625 00 
576..Public Building Stock, No. sees 502,880 00 

577..New York City, 5 per cent. Stock, for 
Docks and Slips......-+++ aa fesecaherere 505,671 25 

578.. Water Loan Stock of 1849, 5 per cent. 
payable 1875 .. " 
579.. Water Loan Stock, 5 per cent. 10,647,000 00 
580.. Croton Water Stock of 1890... +- 1,005,479 00 

581..Central Park Assessment Fund Stock, 
6 per cent., payable in 1859......... 1,600,246 25 

582.. Central Park Assessment Fund Stock, 
5 per cent. payable in 1898 5 
§84..5 and 6 per cent. Water Stock, New 
RegOP VOI. ous ccveeeene aesiease 529000500) 
Total, January Ist, 1857......$17,009,920 76 


258,200 00 





715,993 75 
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Statement of the City Debt, as shown by the 
Annual Report. of the Comptroller, January 
1st, 1857. 

In that Report, Statement No, 6, shows 
a total of 


Sundry Stocks, to be. $14,230,156 00 











Statement No. 8.... « 1,154,000 00 
Statement No. 8 1,600,000 00 
$16,984,156 00 
— 


From Annual Report.. . $16,984,156 00 
From the Books - 17,009,920 76 


Amount of difference....... $25,764 76 
—— 
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STATEMENT ©. 


Statement of Bonds, (Revenue and Assessments), issued by the Comptroller, 
as shown by the Comptroller's Reports, made annually to the Common 
Council. 


1854, Revenue Bonds of 1854, issued. . . 
1854, Assessment Bonds of 1854, issued 
1855, Revenue Bonds of 1855, issued. . . 
1855, Assessment Bonds of 1855, issued 
1856, Revenue Bonds of 1856, issued. . . 
1856, Assessment Bonds of 1856 issued. 


$4,366,459 00 
100,000 00 
5,584,900 00 
1,170,800 00 
8,193,375 00 
649,900 00 


$20,065,434 00 
——— 














Of the above there has been canceled, as shown by the Reports, 
Revenue Bonds of 1854, paid in 1854..... $797,450 00 ~ 

“ so “1855... 3,569,009 00 
$4,366,459 00 














Assessment Bonds of 1854, paid in 1855.... 5 100,000 00 
wg « 1855, & “., 270,800 00 
me bd e “ 1856.. 900,000 00 


1,984,300 00 
3,600,600 00 
————— 5,584,900 00 
Assessment Bonds of 1856, paid in 1856... 101,060 00 
Revenue Bonds of 1856, paid in 1856..... 3,704,010 00 
3,805,010 00 
5,038,265 00 


$20,065,434 00 
—<——<— 





1,170,800 00 
Revenue Bonds of 1855, paid in 1855.. 








Balance due on Bonds still out 





Balance of Bonds outstanding, as shown by the Reports of 


1854, 1865 and 1856 ......-----.-esseereeereeesee $5,088,265 00 
‘As shown by the books, (see Treasury Ledger, folio 490). 4,841,265 00 
Duifsretice’ snes enters caanseessee reeset $197,000 00 
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This deficiency, as will be seen, or this difference in the 
books, occurs in the transactions of the year 1856, and 
would readily have been discovered, had the system of 
keeping the accounts been what it should have been; but 
for this investigation I cannot tell when it would have 

* been found, unless it be on January 1st 1858. 


STATEMENT D. 


Pire Loan Stock, on the Ledger of the Sinking Fund. 
Folio. 
157 This account is not a stock assessment which 
stands upon the Ledger, amounting to,.$11,683 70 
but represents the balance of the bonds 
and mortgages taken in 1856, subsequent 
to the great fire, from the various in- 
surance companies and for which stock 
was issued. The stock has all been 
paid off. The Comptroller, in his An- 
nual Report, year ending, December 
31st, 1856, states the amount to be.... 45,500 00 
Amount of difference.............+.$33,816 30 


— 

To correct this account, a long investigation will be 
required, extending back during the period of 20 years. 
This must be done to learn correctly what bonds were 
originally received; what bonds have been paid, and 
what bonds remain on hand; then the cause of this dif- 
ference will be discovered. 
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STATEMENT E. 


Statement showing Balance of Tax Roll uncollected, for each 


For the year 1833 


” 


Year, up to January 1st) 1857. 











$5,635 11 
1834. 3,944 97 
1835. $6,744 53 
1836. 11,569 85 
1837. 18,860 43 
1838. 12,523 52 
18389. 14,802 68 
1840. 11,010 30 
1841. 7,369 01 
1842. 14,905 04 
1843. 16,734 15 
1844. 17,518 93 
1845. 15,741 32 
1846 23,110 25 
1847.. 41,354 88 
1848 . 40,046 41 
1849. 40,705 75 
1850. 86,843 69 
1851 55,862 84 
1852. 82,625 90 
1853. 175,760 37 
1854. 827,422 58 
1855. ++ 585.575. 03 
DRG GE aisle ite ate ala'e. +++. 1,275,503) 28 


Total..................$2,836,670 27 
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STATEMENT F 


Us a list of returns made to the Clerk of Arrears, from Jan- 
wary, 1858, to December, 1856. 


1853, 
Feb. 12. Sewer in Vandewater street, from : 
Frankfort to Pearl......sseeeree ee. $103 06 
Sewer in Thompson street, Bleecker to 
opposite No. 219-....ssecveereee enon 57 57 
Basin, &c., intersection of ot Graeds Essex 
and Norfolk streets... see eae eens 196 54 
Paving Seventeenth street, Steins A to 
Bast rivers. .eses00e0 cncesecesne . 158 28 


Fencing Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth and 
Twenty-seventh streets, Sixth and Sey- 
enth avenues. 

Regulating andi paving Seventeenth Fines 
Tenth avenue to Hudson river....... 419.00 

Flagging Eighteenth street, Avenue A. to 
Avenue Bo. csecessseeeecscesecee ogy 1415 

Regulating, and curb and gutter, Fifty- 
second street, Broadway to Tenth ave- 

DUC. ...46 eect reson enenes seseeees 5,186 49 

Curb and gutter, James street, Madison 


68 76 











to Catharine.. 99 64 
Paving, curb and gutter, Fortieth aneatt 

Fifth to Ninth avenue. oe 8,245 21 
Sewer in Cross street, Pearl to Orange 

street. 539 24 





Paying, curb and gutter, Thirty, -ninth 
street, Fifth, Sixth and Madison avenues 8,006 59 
Paying and flagging Thirty-fifth street, 
Sixth to Fifth avenue....s:.seeeeeee. 652 78 
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Sewer in Ninth avenue, Forty-fifth to Fifty- 
first street...... Hb eedeeeeeeccceseee 

M’ch 15. Opening One hundred and twentieth 
street, Fourth to Sixth avenue........ 

Ap’l 23. Regulating Thirty seventh street, 
Second avenue to Hast river.......... 

Sewer in Thirty-fifth street, Madison to 
Fourth avenue....-.+s....5 seeeceeee 
Regulating, paving, curb and gutter, 
Forty-ninth street, Eighth to Ninth ave- 


Regulating, curb and gutter, &e., Tenth 
avenue, Thirty-sixth to Forty-second 
street. 

May 12, Flagging 
fifth street, from Fourth to Highthave.. 
May 23, Well in Fifty-fourth street, between 
Ninth and Tenth avenues...... Soo, 
Ap’l 23, Regulating, curb and gutter, &c., 
Broadway, Forty-sixth to Fifty-first st.. 
April 9, Fencing Lexington avenue, Twenty- 
ninth and Thirtieth streets........... 

Fencing ‘Twenty-eighth street, Madison 
and Fifth avenue 

April 23, Flagging Twenty-ninth street, Third 
and Lexington ayenues.....- Meriatres 

Regulating, and curb and gutter, Frank- 
lin street, Cortlandt alley to Elm..... 

April 9, Flagging Thirty-first strect, Sixth to 
Seventh avenue 
May 12, Fencing Broadway, Madison, Fourth 
and Sixth avenues to Twenty-fourth st. . 














$4,642 49 
949 45 
120 50 


1,090 60 


3,970 80 
186 02 
18 28 
108 54 
23 55 

8 18 

22 92 
39 47 
129 69 


44 80 
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Regulating and paving Ninth avenue, 
Forty-third to Forty-fifth street. 

April 23, Curb and gutter and flagging Eighty- 
fifth street, Third to Fourth ave... 

April 9, Well and pump in Fifty-third street, 
Fourth and Lexington avenues. 
Flagging Thirty-seventh street, Seventh to 
Eighth avenue. 

Ap’l 23, Flagging Twenty-fifth atteot, Seventh 
to Highth avenue........s.s0.. eee 

Feb. 12, Regulating Thirty-fifth street, Second 
and Third avenues) i. 456. csc dene 

Ap’l 23, Regulating and paving Sixth avenue, 
Thirty-fourth to Forty-second street... 

Feb. 12, Sewer, Perry street, Greenwich aye- 














nue to H. river....+ssesereereeseees 
Sewer, Tenth avenue, Twenty-ninth to 
Thirtieth street... ...c0 cesses ce esians 
Sewer, Houston street, Essex to Eldridge 
Street... cesses eee Oe Pore ni So o6 5 
Sewer, Forty-first street, Ninth to Bighth 
AVENUE... ve. slide seabsdbonsoenetes os 


Paving Thirteenth street, Avenue B to C. 
Sewer, Thirty-first street, Sixth to Sey- 


eNnth AVENUE. 000. e decane ERR alee 
Sewer, Twentieth street, Avenue A to 
First avenue......0e..eeesceneees on 
Regulating Fifty-fourth street, Broadway 
to Highth avenue......seeiissseeees 
Flagging Fifteenth street, First to Second 
AVENUC. ee ee ee ee eee eee ween 


Sewer, Water street, Beekman to Fulton. 


$615 25 
731 01 
166 33 
117 30 

53 89 
33 20 

2,962 27 

323 88 
82 47 
496 03 


1,077 84 
124 65 


1,949 69 
1,477 32 
2,314 08 


202 23 
49 08 
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Sven Thames street, Greenwich ‘to 











Temple street . a taiee see) $241 10 
Sewer, T'wenty- “hint btroat) Uiextoaton to 
Third avenues viviey s siaie bg hid alerts . 451 82 
Paving Twentieth street. Avenue A 6 
East river 136 41 
Sewer, Washington street, Rector to Mor- 
ris: street. ¢ ve eee 165 06 
Sewer, Avenue B, Tenth to Eleventh st.. 86 24 
Flagging Thirty-third street, Fourth to 
Sixth’avente. 2. ces isee cee cwees 92/82 


Grading Fifteenth street, Avenue A to B. 361 59 
Flagging Thirty-sixth street, Fifth to 
Sixthiavetmeseerdsi0 3 of dow esaie 1,677 42 
Flagging Fifth avenue, "Twenty- -fifth to 
Thirty-fourth strect......seeseseeees 858 O1 
Sewer, Fifteenth street, Sixth to Seventh 











AVENUC. s,s steeeereeeeseeeveesens 65 34 
Paving Theatre alles? Far dlaifalate ta sidle'el ee is 180 03 
Sewer in Thirty-ninth . street, Sixth to 

Highthavenue....... 20.02.0008 seee 8,011 94 
Sewer, Thirtieth street, Ninth to Tenth 

avenue. - a 759 65 
Sewer; Charles street, Greenwich avenue 

to-H. river. ndeeaels) . 400 71 
Repairing Daans “athesth Washington to 

Wiese, siaiainininjnie\as «csiz'e os oinlabanleraie sista 220 56 
Sewer ‘in Thirty-eighth street, Sixth to 

Highthavenue........ssseceseeevens 4,804 19 


Paving ‘Thirty-sixth ‘street, Bighth to 
Tenth avenue....-..seeereeses snes 828 84 
Sewer, Second avenue, 'Twenty- biehitd to 
Twenty-ninth street.....6..-seeee bod 509 05 
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Regulatingjand paving Avenue A, Twenty- 

third to Twenty-fourth street......... $935 25 
Repairing West street, Duane to Jay.... 94 85 
Sewer, Thirty-eighth street, Eighth ave- 

nue to two hundred and fifty feet west. 255 41 
Sewer, Twenty-eighth street, Third ave- 


nue to Lexington avenue........-. os 330 32 
Sewer, First avenue, Twelfth to Thir- 
teenth street..... deneineae rareoae oes 59 24 
1852. 
Dec. 9, Paving Fifth avenue, Thirtieth to For- 
second street........+ Roporen er 1,150 13 





Regulating Eighth avenue, One hundred 
twenty-fifth to One hundred and twenty- 











eighth street 154 46 
Paving Third avenue, Thirty-eighth to 

Fortieth street.. 614 99 
Paving Madison avenue, 5 For ‘tieth to Posty: 

second street..,..ss-sseeeeeesee eee 64 26. 
Sewer, Centre street, Grand to Broome.. 71 32. 
Filling and draining Nineteenth and 

Twentieth strects......ssessossseese 89 5h 
Well and pump, Fifty-sixth street, First 

and Second avenues....++++++ee++ oe. 9 45 

1851. 


March 20, Sewer, Second avenue, Twenty- 
ninth to Thirty-fourth street.......... 10,785 67 
June 2, Sewer, Forty-second street, Fourth, 
Fifth, Eighth and Ninth avenues,..... 5,948 68 
Sept. 23, Sewer, Forty-second street, Eleventh 
to Twelfth avenue. 
3 





4,210 99 
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1850. 
May 24, Regulating and Macadamizing Fifty- 
fourth street, Fifth avenue to Broad- 





Oct. 15, Regulating and paving Twenty-eighth 
street, Second avenue to East river.... 


June 2, Raising, and curb and gutter, West 
street, B. place to Carlisle street..... 


Dec. 11, Regulating and paving Forty-third 
street, Highth avenue to Hudson river. 

1851. 

Feb. 7, curb and gutter, and flagging Forty- 
second street, Eighth avenue to Hudson 


1852. 
Jan. 22, Sewer, Tenth avenue, Thirty-sixth to 
Forty-second street.. 
June 12, Fencing Nineteenth street, naethrese 
corner of Second avenue..........+++ 
July 19, Opening Fifty-ninth street, Fifth ave- 
nue to Broadway 
Tuly 21, Filling bulkhead, Grand street..... 
Feb. 2, Flagging Madison avenue, Twenty- 
third to Fortieth street.............. 
July 21, Cross-walks, Madison street, Market 
to (Oliver: x. 2 ...isucies ee ~ faneaiate ocaeevela . 
Sewer in Eleventh street, First to Second 
avenue. pee ee eee eeee 
Sewer in Bim sth Anthony to aiDeoninds 
Raising Centre st., Leonard to Franklin.. 
Basin and culverts, Elm and Leonard sis.. 











$272 84 


1,587 71 


23 99 


1,001 10 


788 68 


1,291 27 
28 87 


93 05 
259 25 


169 82 
3 61 
287 59 
60 29 


14 63 
14 69 
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Well and pump, Fifty-fourth street, Sixth 


to Seventh avenue .......+--s..- wee 

Jan’y 5, Opening Washington street, Ganse- 

voort to Twelfth street........ssuee . 

Sept. 13, Sewer in Stanton street, to thirty feet 

CASE... cee ce ene ere ee sees ee eeeee 

Curb and gutter, Thirty-fifth st., Eighth 

to Ninth avenue.............00- seeate 

Paving Thirty-first street, Broadway to 

Bighth avenue...,......6..,.ssse00- 

Flagging Thirtieth st., Seventh to Highth 
BVONUG anieleeisisincieleaivinlnacaunsel“ cents 





Sept. 14, Sewer, Lexington avenue, Thirty. 
second to Thirty-fifth street . 
Regulating and grading Highty-third te 
Avenue A to Third avenue 
Sewer, Ninth avenue, Fourteenth to Fit 
teenth street, and in Fifteenth street. 
Repaying intersections of Jay and West 
streets. 
Fencing Fourth and Lexington avenues, 
Thirtieth to Thirty-first street.. fio 
Paving, &c., Twentieth street, First a ave- 
nue to Avenue A...ceeserssessccecee 

Sept. 18, Grading Forty-second street, Highth 
to Tenth avenue, &c.......2.... sees 

Oct. 28, Paving Third avenue, Fortieth to 
Forty-fourth street ........+eeees tees 
Paving Thirtieth street, Tenth avenue to 
Hudson river..... dascenecsccssocvee 
Paying Fourteenth street, Av. A to B... 
Paying Twenty-first street, First avenue 

to Hast river.............. se eneeeee 











$67 24 
601 00 
431 08 
230 14 
529 33 
109 67 
1,525 66 
700 96 
151 25 
56 62 
89 88 
288 81 


857 87 
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Noy. 1, Opening and laying out Stuyvesant sq. $2,600 30 


Sept. 18, Sewer, Thirty-first street, Fourth to 
Lexington avenue...... 

Sept. 14, Regulating Bloomingdale road, Fifty- 
ninth to Seventy-first strect.........5 
Regulating and paving Wall street, Front 
LOMSOUON Gre icieriatois\esnicinlaayelsi antacoisiare! Co 
Grading Forty-sixth street, Tenth avenue 
toHudsonitiver vatcisnes0 isise ane aeaie 
Flagging Eleventh street, Avenue A to B. 
Flagging Sixth street, Avenue C toD.... 
Well and pump, Forty-ninth street, Sixth 





and Seventh avenues..............45 
Paving Nineteenth street, First avenue to 
Was hI VOW is iaieicistareisioaisiaicl-\riyecnaieittoiess 
Paving Twenty third street, Seventh to 
HigGghthavenues's,-0). 0 oc ajo vets e oe)h a ee 


Sewer, Franklin street, Elm to Broadway. 

Sewer, Broome street, Greene to do... 
Dec. 9, Sewer, Chrystie st., Bayard to Walker. 
Oct. 28, Regulating Thirty-eighth street, Sec- 


ond to Third avenue..............045 
Regulating and grading Thirty-third st., 
Third avenue to Hast river........... 
Paving Thirty-fourth street, Ninth to 
Penth/ayenue.... <5 sss. 05... 50.5 00- 
Dec. 9, Regulating and grading Forty-sixth st, 
Eighth to Tenth avenue ............. 
Regulating Fiftieth street, Highth to Ninth 
BVCNUG rected anya oastcine Majette ope atecciels 
Sewer, Marion street, Prince to head of 
UVIATION s steters a 'stals Sonieletse's/= = te ale mates 


625 94 
1,354 46 
7 78 
803 48 
15 66 


34 46 


40 46 


181 68 
162 09 
59 93 
98 54 
629 61 
106 02 
916 59 


392 80 
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Sewer, Waverley place, Sixth avenue to 
Grove street....... .-sseeereeereee: 
Fencing Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth sts., 
Fifth and Sixth avenues 
Fencing Eighteenth street, do.. 
Dec. 22, Regulating Forty-second st., Second 








to Third avenue.......+....seeeeeee 
May 22, Sewer, Third avenue, Thirty-eighth 
to Forty-second street......+-.+++ abeyy 
May 18, Regulating Sixth avenue, Forty-second 
to Fifty-seventh street..........605 e 
Sept. 18, Regulating and grading Fifty- “first 
street, Third to Sixth avenue......... 
Sept. 18, Grading Forty-second street, Highth 
to Tenth avenue..........ssse eee . 


1851. 
May 23, Sewer, Delancey, Sheriff to Essex st. 
May 20, Sewer, Twenty-seventh street, Sixth 
to Eighth avenue.......0....ceee00. 
June 18, Sewer, Sixth avenue, Thirty-fifth to 
Thirty-seventh street... 
Dec. 31, Flagging Twenty-fifth street, Sixth % 
* Seventh avenuc........ Rha asinine Sgr 
1852. 
Feb. 19, Sewer, Sixteenth street, Sixth to Sev- 
enth avenue. 
Jan. 8, Flagging Broadway, Fortieth to Forty- 








first street...... babe e cece ee enee eee 
Feb. 19, Paving Thirty-third street, Sixth to 
Highth avenue........++ee00+ ee enee 


Jan. 22, Regulating Eleventh avenue, Thirty- 
third to Forty-third street..... sites 


$7 48 


22 18 
18 99 


1,833 93 
518 62 
5,141 49 
134 75 


2,887 80 


12 52 
2 02 


14 38 


56 68 
11 90 
1 36 


387 58 
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Jan. 8, Flagging Thirty-first street, Third to 
Lexington avenue.......- pe eeee ee eee 
Dec. 9, Regulating Wall st., Pearl to Water. 
Fencing Twenty-fifth street, Seventh to 
Highth avenues... ./i scenes es aseeee 
Basin and culvert, corner Third avenue 
and Thirty-third street .. 
1851. 
Jan. 16, Regulating and curbing Tenth avenue, 
Bloomingdale road, Highty-sixth street. 
1853. 
Jan. 10, Sewer, Chatham st., Mott to Walker. 
Regulating and filling Hleyenth avenue, 
Twenty-ninth to Thirty-third street... 
1851 
Oct. 9, Opening Seventy-eighth street, Third 
to Fifth avenue. 
1853. 
Jan. 10, Sewer, Greenwich street, Sixth ave- 








nue to Twelfth street ......-........ 
Paying Broadway, Fortieth to Forty-see- 
ONGSUEG Gace Welsinanen pices vale meebo ste 


Sewer, Nassau street, Ann to Beekman. 
Sewer, Avenue A, Fourteenth to Thir- 
teenth strestiee. tas Beceem cep wee 
Sewer, Grand street, Suffolk to Ridge st. 
Sewer, Mercer street, Grand to Spring... 
Flagging Thirtieth street, Tenth avenue 
to Hudson river ........... nis\ofelslele ele 
Flagging One hundred and twenty-second 
street, Third avenue to Harlem....... 
Ourb and gutter, Thirty-fifth street, First 
to Second avenue. 








$21 07 
11 25 


11 90 


31 78 


143 95 
133 40 


3,122 36 
110 94 


374 29 


617 04 
129 28 
. 


1,712 94 
435 39 
143 49 
127 00 
691 10 


35 66 
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Paying Broadway and Seventh avenue, 

















Forty-second to Forty-sixth street .... $475 09 
Jan. 17, Widening Beekman, Park row to 
Pearl . 40,580 00 
1852. 
March 18, Regulating, curb and gutter, Forti- 
eth street. Second and Third avenues.. 1,111 36 
April 17, Fencing Nineteenth and Twentieth 
streets, Fifth and Sixth avenues...... 30 85 
Regulating Broadway and Sixth avenue, 
Thirty-fourth to Forty-second street... 539 53 
April 26, Regulating Thirty-fifth street, First 
to Second avenue. = 228 10 
May 12, Sewer, Vestry st., Canal to Hudson. 127 84 
May 20, Sewer, Forty-ninth street, Broadway 
tO; Bighth avenwe’.. coh 2 cn esin slcctteme 142 10 
May 24, Opening Bloomingdale road, Tenth 
avenue to Bighty-sixth strect......... 5,306 50 
May 1, Opening Highty-fourth street, Ninth 
avenue to Hudson river............05 1,126 99 
July 21, Sewer, Forty-third, street, Fifth to 
Sixth avenue, &e.. 1,867 30 
Sewer, Prince street, Greene to Broadway. 19 83 
July 19, Opening Fifty-first street, Tenth ave- 
nue to Hudson river....-..2.....46.+ 930 75 
July 21, Filling and regulating Forty-sixth 
street, Fifth to Seventh avenue....... 842 36 
Sept. 13, Paving Thirty-fourth street, Fourth 
to Sixth avenue.........++ 1,422'19 
Paving Thirty-first street, Fourth t to , Sixth 
avenue .....+ sian staseina sinsioeencerecie scl 691 40 
Paving Thirty-third st., Fourth to Sixth 
AVENUC .. scene veer reer eeceee sae 195 33 
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Regulating Forty-fifth street, Second to 
Third avenue....-....-..0-0++-e eee 
April 17, Regulating Sixth avenue and Broad- 
way, Thirty-fourth to Forty-second st. 
April 26, Paving Twenty-ninth street, Sixth 
avenue to Broadway........-++ss0e0e 
May 1, Widening Liberty street, Broadway to 
Greenwich . 
Jan, 22, Sewer, Second, and Third | avenues, 
rty-sixth to Thirty-ninth street . 





1852. 
March 13, (confirmed,) Sewer, Greene street, 
Canal to Houston........-.sss0e0.- 
May 18, Regulating Sixth avenue, Forty-second 
to Fifty-seventh street.........ee0.6. 
July 15, Sewer, Tenth avenue, Forty-second to 
Forty-sixth street. .....05.0.. .se0s 
July 21, Pearl st., sewer, State to Whitehall... 
Cross-walk, Fourth street, Avenue B to C 
Paving Avenue B and Thirteenth street. 
Paying Twenty-third street, First avenue 


to Hast river... 222... 6sseeecise eee 
Regulating Thirty-seventh street, Eighth 
TOUNin Gh AVENnUes. os: sie sje nese ese nt 

Sept. 13, Regulating Tenth avenue, Forty- 
second to Forty-sixth street......-... 


Paving Sixteenth street, Avenue A to B. 
Sewer, Second st., Avenue A to First av. 
Sept. 14, Regulating, &c., Thirty-fifth street, 
Tenth avenue to Hudson river........ 
Paving Twenty-seventh street, Tenth ave- 

nue to Hudson rivers. .seeseeeeeeees 
Sewer, Bridge street, State to Whitehall. 


$146 00 
988 30 
40 49 
12,864 83 


66 93 


25 38 
169 21 
3,882 47 
25 41 

2 66 

58 93 
143 24 
687 54 
2,870 99 


410 28 
23 42 


41 (Doc. No. 20. 


Sewer, Thirty-seventh street, Second to 
Third avenue. 
1852. 
Sept. 14, Sewer, Duane street, Hudson river to 
Greenwich street.......... 
Paving Ninth avenue, Thirt, 
Forty-third street.....00+...00see eee 
Filling Thirty-fourth and  Thirty-fifth 
streets, First and Second avenues...... 
Flagging Thirty-seventh street, Ninth to 
Pontht avente = .jsia:j20..ii\-pysi—senceisie, 
Sewer, Henry street, from Jefferson to Rut- 
gers street......+.. 
Curb and gutter, Thirty 
Bighth to Ninth avenue. 
Sept. 18, Well and pump, One Shandeed aa 
nineteenth street, corner First avenue. 
Sept. 18, Grading Forty-second street, Bighth 

















to Tenth avenue, &c... .. wseseeeee. 
Sept. 13, Regulating, &c., Fifty-first street, 
Third to Sixth avenue........e+eeee- 
Oct. 28, Sewer, Third street, Avenue A to 
BOwWery)sisieie'sso 0:03 sven uraaiorw sigieiese, eleven 


Oct. 19, Opening One hundred and nineteenth 
street, Fourth to Highth avenue ...,.. 
Dec. 9, Regulating Fifty-first street, Eighth 
to Tenth avenue ...-..-.+.++.20e-- 
Regulating Eighth avenue, One hundred 
and twentieth to One hundred and 
twenty-fifth street . 
Paving For ty-fourth | street, Bighth to 

e Ninth avenue. ee z 








$1,413 64 


TT 19 
3,173 59 
87 91 
846 99 
6 43 
726 28 
39 20 
2,691 80 
496 80 
355 91 
4,073 61 


5,808 16 


2427 43 


873 28 
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Sewer, Washington street, Battery place 
to) Morris: street... . 2... 
1853. 
May 20, Sewer, Tenth avenue, Thirty-first to 
Thirty-third street and in Thirty-third 


May 23, Grading One hundred and twentieth 
street, Third avenue to Harlem river.. 
Well and pump. Forty-sixth street, Second 
and Third avenues. : sees 
May 12, Regulating Thirty- Hou th aired! Broad! 
way to Highth avenue.............45 
Grading Forty-fifth street, Third to Fifth 
BYENUG - 2c. sewn decseeeersaecsceas 
May 23, Fencing Madison avenue,T wenty-sixth 
and Twenty-seventh streets, &c....... 
April 29, Grading and flagging Washington 
and Greenwich streets. . 5 
April 23, Sewer, Nineteenth street, i Bighth ¢ to 
Seventh avenue.........-602. se-see 
Sewer, Chambers street, Broadway to 
Greenwich street...5.....0.e.e00... 
Fencing Ninth and Tenth streets, west of 
Avenue A: Dace rea 
Sewer, basin, &c., Orange street, 100 feet 
north of Walker street. 
Flagging Twenty-seventh street, Bighth 
and Ninth ayenues...... 
Regulating Eighty-third street, Third to 
Fourth avenue..............--s0eeee 
Paving Bleventh avenue, Twenty-fifth to 
Twenty-seventh street ...........545 











$222 74 


5,804 86 
2,182 45 
98 26 
173 59 
1,789 02 
36 11 
1475 79 
986 69 
624 27 
26 25 
319 82 
38 86 
719 40 


1,808 30 
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Paying Thirty-eighth street, Second to 
Third avenue see $895 99 
Regulating Twenty-ninth street, First to 





Second avenue.....6.00ssee-sceeeces 693 21 
Grading Forty-seventh street, Tenth ave- 
nue to Hudson Tiver..<. 2.0.2.0... 60 2,182 97 


April 9, Regulating One hundred and nine- 
teenth street, Second avenue to Harlem 
TLVEN? AL 5.2.dheuais Sisiaisislgnia acne sleeiajaterela 1,657 80 
Filling between First avenue, Avenue A, 
Twentieth and Twenty-first streets... 836 06 
Flagging Fifth avenue, Twenty-eighth 





















and Twenty-ninth streets..........46 15 84 
Flagging Pike street, East Broadway and 
Division streat.irca's).:soxtyins seal aaiels 116 25 
Flagging Twenty-fourth street, Fifth to 
Sixth avenue 46 00 
Flagging Division street, Norfolk to Suf- 
folk stree bette S 33 44 
March 8, Opening Sixty-second street, Fifth to 
Eighth avenue. 3,705 00 
July 12, Sewer, Duane atieo City Hall Ane 
to Charlton street. 83 60 
Sewer, Greenwich sitet! Vandam i 
Chatham street............ weeeeeees 104 09 
Well and pump, Fifty-seventh street, 
Broadway and Seventh avenue....... 118 16 


Grading and Macadamizing Broadway, 
. Fifty-first to Fifty-ninth street........ 3,649 18 
Crosswalk, intersection Grand and Lewis 

SEPCCES. 1. oe eee eee erste eee nereee 17 42 
Sewer, Elizabeth street, Houston to 226 

Blizabeth street...........cseseee oe 90 76 
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Grading Sixty-second street, Seventh to 


Bighth avenue... «002.2... sented $2,161 06 
Flagging Broadway, Thirty-sixth to 
Thirty-ninth street...........seseeee 185 32 


Sewer, Mulberry street, Grand to Hester 110 07 
Flagging Forty-fifth st., Second to Third 











PAVODUG.A jy fais fsielaieinee aap lea aegis . 161 55 
Paying Forty-fourth st., Tenth to Eleventh 
AVENUC «0 seeeeeserenccecereases ne 198 90 
Sewer, Highteenth street, Seventh and 
Ninth avenues...+..-..200+ 6.2. e200 428 80 
Regulating and paving Forty-fourth street, 
Third to Fifth avenue......../...... 2,148 07 
Sewer, Thirty-ninth street, Third to Lex- 
ington avenue......-..sseseeeerenoe 112 56 
Sewer, Avenue A, Sixteenth to Fourteenth 
[Sm imeseseadoaceesea can Gunenacacy 60 70 
Paving and flagging Thirty-eighth street, 
Tenth.and Eleventh avenues... 520 87 
Paving Cherry street, Corlears to East, 
and in East street..........se0-...06 211 40 
July 12, Sewer, Fourth avenue, Twenty-fourth 
to Twenty-sixth street........:+eeee. 418 97 
Sewer, Bayard street, Orange street to 
IBOWECYie ete ns nies evi eiiniassislanaaieinais 141 73 
Aug. 6, Well and pump, Eighty-third street, 
Fourth and Fifth ayenues. 107 87 
Grading Forty-fifth street, Tenth to Blev- 
enth ayenue..........0...- SApetsop . 8,599 57 
Flagging Thirty-fourth street, Ninth to 
Tenth avenue.-........seee essen eens 121 77 


Aug. 5, Regulating and grading, &c., Forty- 
ninth street, Sixth to Highthayenue... 618 30 


45 (Doe. No. 20. 


Aug. 6, Curband gutter and flagging Eleventh 
avenue, Forty-third to Forty-eighth st. $591 95 
Paving Nineteenth street, First to Second 

















AVENUG. s viesveees esses sige a seh eweiele oi 210 36 
Regulating, curb and gutter, Th seventh 
street, Second to Third avenue....... B57 86 
Grading and flagging, Twenty-ninth street, 
Second to Third avenue..... . 217 20 
Aug. 18, Sewer, Thirty-fifth street, Bighth i 
Ninth avenue. 1,849 91 
Sept. 12, Flagging, pace street, Mourne! to 
Cherry street. 19 
Paving and flagging, Thirty-sixth street, 
Seventh to Highth avenue........... 630 99 
Sewer, Madison street, Jefferson to Rut- 
pors ‘street. 9 SUE. sitios, 83 56 
Paving Mangin street, Rivington to Stan- 
ton street... ete eee es 140 42 
Paving, Stanton and Mangin streets to 
Hast Tver shee het ks co ap awe ess, 144 84 
Sewer, Thirty-fourth street, Fifth to Sixth 
BVENUE Lk NUTS gvivewiele 662 60 
Sewer, Laurens street, University place to 
Bleecker street... . 2.22 -eeeesseeee 123 85 
Paving and flagging, Thirty-eighth street, 
Highth to Ninth avenue. seeess 670 88 
Flagging Twenty-fourth Gash , Third to 
Lexington avenue........... +06 Bic 98 65 


Basin and culvert, Fourteenth street and 
First avenue ...sseseseceeeeees 
Curb and gutter, Fortieth street, 
avenue to Hudson rivers..s..... sees 17,588 54 


109 95 





Doe. No. 20.) 46 


Sewer, Fifteenth street, Avenue C, one 
hundred feet of Avenue A-.........- . 
Paving First avenue, Twenty-eighth to 
Thirty-fourth street. 
Regulating Forty-fifth street, Second ave- 

nue to East river. 
Sewer, Hester street, Eldridge to Hssex.. 
Sewer, Wooster strect, Canal to Houston 
Sept. 15, Opening Oné hundred and twenty- 
third street, Third avenue to Mount 








Sept. 16, Troy street, Hudson river to Twelfth 
SECCE eee eee e eee eee eee e cece ee 
Sept. 19, Paving Thirty- fitth street, Broadway 
to Highth avenue....... wiafeveleiste| ante 
Sept. 20, Flagging, curb and gutter, Highty- 
fourth street, Fourth to Fifth avenue... 
Regulating Vhirty-cighth street, Second 
avenue to Hast river 
Sewer, Pearl street, Fer: 
street... 
Oct. 13, fileeeine Fourteenth strect, Roane 
A 10 Biwsavsises veges ore 
Sewer, Nineteenth street, First avenue to 
Avenue Avwes....e0e Dean eeete eens e 
Sewer, Bowery, Broome to Rivington st. 
Curb and gutter, One hundred and twenty- 
fifth street, Fourth to Highth avenue.. 
Sewer, Christopher street, Greenwich ave- 
nue to Hudson river. : 
Curb and gutter, Forty- third at Broad- 
way to Fifith avenue.. oe 





to Frankfort 














$1,720 64 
2,818 02 
‘9,498 66 

892 25 
1,208 41 
2,127 00 
1,166 62 

415 91 

565 09 
3,892 98 

166 97 

404 28 


763 79 
183 65 


557 17 
1,677 94 


551 29 
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Sewer, Twenty-sixth street, Madison to 
Fourth avenue........ ahs ein en's 
Regulating and grading Filty- -seyenth st., 
Broadway to Highth avenue.......... 
Paving Twenty-fifth. street, Sixth avenue 
to Broadway......+ lve alatrafalatns store “yap 
Oct. 28, Paving Twenty-ninth street, Second 
to Third avenue... .0<.0..65 cose see 
Noy. 16, Sewer in Thompson street, Spring to 
Prince streets... sessseceseecseees ! 
Sewer, Twenty-sixth st., Eighth to Ninth 
avenue. sae eee ene ee 
Sewer, Fifteenth street ‘Firat to Second 
BV ONUG too. s\nishe a(eieicisiaialereinaje's/elelsin ee 
Sewer, Thirty-fourth street, Highth to 
Ninth avenues, e's. svete ese oslo 
Sewer, Cherry street, from Thirty-sixth 
street to Franklin square. 
Sewer, Forty-third street, Bighth to Ninth 
avenue. 
Sewer, Thirty-seventh street, Seventh ave- 
nue to seventy-five feet thereof. 
Sewer, Dover street, East river to Brake 














lin square......+ Dee cece nese eee eed 

Oct. 26, Sewer, Forty-first street, Lexington 

to Third ayenuesessiesien i. secre oes 

Flagging Thirty-first street, iene to 
Ninthjavenue.........005 

Flagging Forty-first shostt corner - Sixth 

AVCTIUC ....weee cece cere ewes cee eeee 

Oct. 15, Sewer, aaron’ street, from sewer in 

Canalistreet.::. .jcccisaaesiesiaree sees 


$220 18 
1,444 17 
125 54 
316 81 
1,208 51 


844 22 


(521 % 
204 88 
853 65 
841 47 


436 83 
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Oct. 16, Regulating, curb and gutter Forty- 
ninth street, Tenth avenue to Hudson 


TIVE. cs cece eens conte cence eens ce 

Dec. 7, Flagging Essex street, Rivington to 

BStantonease/avieideapesbeisicierle wuctalaye + « 

Dec. 18, Flagging Mercer street, from No. 55 

to Broomes 035 .e2isee vase ee tet 

Sewer, Mercer and Bleecker streets, to 

University places). 20. seine seis 

Sewer, Leonard street, West Broadway to 
Broadway 





Regulating, curb and gutter. Viftieth ty 
Tenth avenue to Hudson river. 

Dec. 7, Paving Forty-third street, Broudwey 
to Fifth avenue...... F 

Dec. 28, Sewer, Fourth street, Troy to Janes 
Sewer, Thirty-seventh street, Madison to 









Fourth avenue.. 1.1.2... ss. see e eee . 
Dec. 30, Sewer, Fifth street, Avenue A to Fif- 
ty feet of First avenue.............04 


Flagging First avenue, Twenty-eighth to 
Dwenty-ninth strect...ssessercovees. 

Dec. 22, Basin and culverts, corner Greenwich 
and Liberty,......-+.+. a olaieie/slajelelele's 
Regulating, curb and gutter, Forty-first 
street, Second to Third avenue... 

Nov. 26, Paving Second avenue, Twenty-eighth 
to Forty-second street. . 

Dec. 28, Paving, curb and gutter, and flagging 
Thirty-third street, Third avenue to 








Hast river .sseseee. se. eee ee eee ee 
Dec. 30, Sewer, Forty-first street, Eighth to 
Sixth avenue .....-+-...--05 eeeieetael 


$3,729 76 
82 20 
196 93 
470 00 
88 78 
127 63 


148 99 
93 01 


251 25 
200 48 
86 09 
18 46 
5TT 50 


5,510 94 


955 59 


8,289 48 
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Dec. 28, Paving Thirty-ninth street, Tenth 
avenue to Hudson river.............- 

Dee. 80, Sewer, Hammond street, Greenwich 
avenue to Hudson river..........++ . 

Dec. 22, Sewer, Madison street, No. 15 to 
Rutgers street...... sees 
Sewer, Broome street, Odlambis to Eld- 
ridge.. 

Dec. 28, Sewer, Mott streets "Chatham to Pell. 
Nov. 16, Sewer, Leroy street, Hudson street to 
Hudson river.........sssesesssseeee 

Dec. 17, Curb and gutter, and flagging Henry 
street, from 317 to Grand street...... 

Dee. 18, Curb and gutter, and flagging Riv- 
ington street and Bowery.........+++ 

Curb and gutter, and flagging White and 
Church streets........... se aeeeaeeee 

Dec. 22, Sewer, Ridge street, Stanton to Hous- 











Noy. 16, Regulating, curb and gutter Thirty: 
seventh street, Tenth avenue to Hudson 


Noy. 15, Curb and gutter, and flagging Highty- 
third street, Fourth to Fifth avenue.... 
Oct. 18, Sewer, Sullivan and Broome, Grand 


to Varick........- oislainieinis eins vies . 
Noy. 15, Sewer, Thirty-second street, Madi- 
son to Fourth avenue......-++.+-.06 . 
Noy. 16, Sewer, Twenty-sixth street, Lexing- 
ton to Third avenue.......++ Gor 





Sewer, Third avenue, Twenty. ixth to 
Twenty-seventh strect....0.......645 
4 


$4,363 20 
1,18@ 15 
800 24 


1,769 50 
197 27 


206 97 
84 29 
72 32 
15 17 


12 86 


18,879 00 
855 64 
180 41 

: 161 80 
264 88 


449 86 
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Noy. 13, Sewer, Madison avenue, Thirty-sev- 





enth to Thirty-eighth street. . $493 36 
Oct. 18, Fencing Second ayenue and Thir- 
teenth street. 9 68 





Curb and gutter and flagging Forty- 
eighth street, Highth to Tenth avenue. 711 46 
Oct. 9, Paving Eleventh avenue, Forty-third 





to Forty-eighth street ..........+6 ve. 1,157 95 
Dec. 13, Sewer, Thirty-ninth street, Ninth to 
Highthiavenue. «24 .sifssineee seein oe 1,934 74 
1854. 
Jan. 8, Sewer, First street, Avenue A to the ‘ 
Bowery . 456 36 
Feb. 8, Sewer, hit ty-second street, Bighth to 
Ninth avenue........ te eeee tscnee spe 546 92 


Sewer, Eighth street, Avenue C to D.... 176 24 
Sewer, Washington street, Charlton to 
Spring vais ep pewieis nine pelea oie apne pelesie 229 82 
Flagging Gentetae street, chee to 
Third ayenue. 
Feb. 14, Curb and mittee and flagging Bigh- 
ty-fifth street, Fourth to Fifth avenue 705 66 
Feb. 27, Sewer, Forty-second street and Lex- 
ington avenue, Forty-first to Fortieth 


697 74 








BEECH. 5. seein e cues evece ce sue sje sien 3,619 01 
Feb. 8, Fencing Sixth avenue, Forty-first to 
Forty-second street... . +. seeeseseeeee 26 79 
Regulating and grading Forty-sixth street, 
Broadway to Highth avenue.......... 382 08 
Flagging Second avenue, Twenty-eighth 
Thirty-first street... ste e cece enes 265 08 
Mar, 17, Flagging Twenty-ninth street, Lexing- 





ton to Third avenue ...... 57 57 
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Sewer, Thirty-fifth street, Lexington to 
Third avenue. . 
Sewer, Thirty-eighth street, Fifth to Mad- 
ison avenue... 
Fencing Twenty-fifth street, Fourth to 
Madison avenue. 
Flagging Bighteenth street, Fifth to Sixth 
VENI. ae gu sce ssscses veel dl ate 
Flagging One hundred and twentieth 
street, First to Third avenue....... 
Sewer, Gansevoort street, Fourth street 
to Hudsom river...) . secede corese cess 
Feb’y 8, Sewer, Thirty-fifth street, Ninth to 
Tenth avenue . dee eeeeeeeseeeees 
Sewer, Fifty-four th street, ‘Third to Fourth 
AVENUE. testis wees Ssedeesceenssete 
Flagging north side Ninth to Tenth ave- 
MUG: sins Nentsinan Sate seasanacdien . 
Flagging north side Broadway, Forty- 
first to Forty-second street,.......+.. 
Mar. 17, Flagging north side Thirty-fourth 
strect, Fourth to Lexington avenue... 
Feb’y 8, Sewer, Prince street, Thompson to 
Macdougal ...... 006+ siomnieaselataem Be 
Sewer, Blizabeth street, Bleecker to 
Houston DOSES 
Flagging Twenty-eighth street, Sixth av- 
enue and Broadway..++.-sesseese eee 
Basin and culvert, Twenty-first street and 
First avenue. 
Filling south side Forty-third street, Sev- 
enth to Highth avenue 




















$330 79 
859 19 
13 37 
124 86 
799 40 
517 22 
880 75 
8,310 58 
581 14 
2 23 
864 35 
227 68 
186 84 
169 90 
104 60 


167 14 


Doe. No. 20.) 52 


Curb and gutter and flagging Broadway, 





Fifty-first to Fifty-ninth street... ...+ $2,695 86 
Mar. 17, Flagging Sheriff street, Grand to 
Broome...+...+..++ on Boddoo 87 83 
Flagging Eighth avenue, Thirty- ek to 
Thirty-seventh street........+ osama 179 86 
Flagging Thirty-fourth, street, Broadway 
to Seventh avenue .......ssesereeeee 809 22 


Regulating, curb and gutter, &c., Seventi- 
eth street, Third to Fourth avenue.... 1,092 16 
Crosswalks at Division and Suffolk 


Streets... ceee ee eee eee eee ee ee . 12 28 
Regulating and grading Thirty-sixth st., 

Third to Lexington avenue. sisi 815 89 
Regulating and paving Hon Bernie xb 

Fifth to Sixth avenue. diceauste 1,087 23 
Sewer, Aimos street, Fourth iebraek to Had- 

BODUTIVED evisie ciate ¢ci's'nn'ein y's gipsisisiniers 838 70 
Grading Forty-first street, Seventh to 

Highth avenne........... 1174 63 





Feb’y 8, Curb and gutter and flagging Bighth 
ayenue, Fifty-third to Fifty-ninth street 2,678 92 
Paving Forty-fourth street, Broadway to 
Fifth avenue.. 
Flagging Broadway and Seventh avenue, 
Forty-second to Forty-sixth street.... 147 78 
Paying Forty-second street, Eighth to 


1,360 60 





Tenth avenue......0. ssseeeeeeeeeee 1,263 03 
Basin and culvert, corner of Avenue B 
and Fourteenth street.......++.+...- 156 35 


Fencing Twenty-fourth street, Seventh to 
Bighth avenue 12 56 
Sewer, Mercer street, Spring to Prince.. 235 88 
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Regulating, paving, &c., Thirtieth street, 
Highth to Tenth avenue..........-+. 
April 22, Regulating and paving Eleventh 
avenue, Thirtieth to Forty-third street. 
Filling Fifty-sixth and Fifty-seventh sts., 
Seventh avenue and Broadway........ 
May 9, Sewer, Battery place, from west side 
of West street “ 
May 16, Sewer, Forty-sixth street, Eighth to 
Seventh avenue, through Seventh ave- 
nue to Fifty-first street...+...ecseeee 
May 9, Well and pump, Eighty-second street, 
Third and Fourth avenues..... 
April 21, Filling Forty-ninth street, Sixth aid 
Seventh avenues........0.--se e000 ao 
April 22, Filling Thirty-seventh and Thirty- 
eighth streets, Second and Third aves. 
Filling First avenue, Forty-fourth to For- 
ty-fifth streets... 0.025. L eee ee seeas 
Filling Fifty-fourth street, Sixth and Sev- 
enth avenues .....+++ eet e tere cece ees 
Paying, &c., Forty-first street, Broadway 
to Sixth avenue.......sse.06 Baok 
May 4, Flagging Thirty-fifth street, First to 
Third avenue..... 2.2.20... . eee ee . 
April 22, Filling Twelfth and Thirteenth at i 
First avenue to Avenue A.. 
Filling Forty-sixth street, Tenth to lay: 
enth avenue. 
Filling Fifty-fourth street, Broadway to 


















Highth avenue............+5 Preset! 
Paying Fifteenth street, Avenue A to Ay- 
enue Bee ssseee .seeee tee eeeeneeeeae 


$534 03 
18,069 83 
1,121 46 


2,717 90 


7,968 61 
144 75 
60 86 
358 89 
81 70 
179 95 
825 92 
280 16 
878 82 
187 05 
167 42 


418 00 
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s 
April 20, Regulating, curb and gutter, &c., 
Fifty-third street, Third avenue to Hast 


Aug. 8, Regulating and grading Fifty-seventh 
street, Fifth avenue to Broadway..... 

Oct. 29, Opening Fourth avenue, Thirty-eighth 
to Thirty-fifth street.............+s4+ 

Well and pump, One hundred and twenty- 
eighth street, Sixth and Seventh aves.. 
Sewer, Thirty-fifth street, Second avenue 


to Hast river.......+.6 sete eee eeence 
Grading Forty-fourth street, Eleventh 
avenue to Hudson river.........++.06 
Regulating and grading Fifty-sixth street, 
Fifth avenue to Broadway...... +. s+ 
Sewer, Forty-sixth street, Fifth to Sev- 
enth avenue........+ seeneee te eeenee 


Sewer, Mercer street, Prince to Houston. 
Regulating and curb and guttering Fifty- 

third street, Broadway to Tenth ayenue 
Flagging Forty-seventh street, Tenth to 





Eleventh avenue...... sisiessha(esihe « 2h om 
Fencing Fourteenth street, from } 

to Fifth avenue.......+..... 
Flagging Twenty-sixth street, First ave- 

nue to East river.............46 Bie 


Sewer, Thirty-second street, Ninth to 
Tenth avenue 
Regulating Sixty-third street, Bighth to 
Ninth ayenue............sseeeeee wee 
Sewer, Forsyth st., Stanton to Houston.. 
Crosswalks, West street, opposite pier 41 





$1,874 86 
14,020 92 
75,601 40 

160 40 
2,066 99 

490 57 
6,480 55 


2,780 00 
248 68 


4,302. 66 
258 71 
25 82 
27 00 
3,489 01 
2,803 38 


383 68 
102 38 
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Sewer, Thirty-cighth street, Second to 
‘Dhirdlavenudseies scree ntsc een oe 
Opening Highty-fifth Fixect Third avenue 
to Hast river. 
Opening Bleventh street, Dry Dock icest 
to Hast river . 
Opening Ninety- ‘third atest, Third ave- 








nue to Hast river..s.see0s ss. 000. 
Sewer, Henry street, between Clinton and 
Montgomery....-.ss2secceseecars : 


Sewer, Bowery, Grand to Walker street. 
Sewer, Jane street, West to new bulkhead 
Sewer, Spring street, Thompson to Sulli- 
van street...-..0..... BOO ee niy hive 
Regulating Lawrence! street, Ninth to 
Tenth avenue..........++ OnE CT aS 
Regulating, paving and flagging Thirty- 
fourth street, Eighth to Tenth avenue. 
Crosswalks, Seventeenth street, opposite 
INOS BOB ei eawsieiinersepuncem eons te 
Sewer, Grand street, Wooster to Greene 
Sewer, Vesey street, Greenwich street to 
Broadway. . t 
Crosswalks, kt eee For vey seventh, 
Forty-eighth, Forty-ninth, Fiftieth and 
Fifty-first streets.....00.... 0.8. ee * 
Sewer, Bowery, Great Jones to Bond 
street . 
Flagging Norfolk street, Rivington 6 
Stanton . 
Sewer, Sixth avenue, Tirenty: xinth 
Thirtieth street.. 














$1,343 38 
1,785 45 
684 35 
1,161 68 
241 70 
121 75 
2,115 03 
49 28 
1,363 45 


1,578 30 


1,043 69 
145 22 
55 59 


191 00 
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Sewer, Fifteenth street, between Seventh 


and Wighth avenues........-+0s1se0. $150 00 
Sewer, Barrow street, two hundred and 

sixty feet west of Bleecker strect..... 116 50 
Sewer, Broadway, Twenty-fourth and 

Twenty-fith streets..,....,.0seseee. 501 75 
Flagging Twenty-eighth street, Tenth and 

Bleventh avenues. + ....seeecse ener 190 12 


Flagging Ninth avenue, Thirty-first to 














Thirty-second street 57 16 
Flagging Tenth avenue, Thirty 

Thirty-sixth street. ..00% veces. oeeses 205 62 
Paving Thirty-cighth street, Tetra the 

Third avenue and Hast river......... 402 82 
Crosswalks, One hundred and twenty-fifth 

street, Sixth and Seventh avenues. .... 578 73 
Paving !orty-sixth street, between Sisth 

avenue and Broadway..... 1,274 81 
Sewer, Forty-eighth street, 

Ninth avenues..... 708 40 
Crosswalks, Third avenue, from One hun- 

dred and twenty-fifth to One hundred 

and twenty-ninth strect........5 se eee 2,164 20 
Sewer, Lispenard, from Broadway to old 

SOWSLA = tomisSk «aisiacaqyn ave eheingl eae 160 74 
Sewer, Second avenue, between Third and 

Fourth: streets s.:c4+)0024)4 siiieiviels > «\9 47 80 
Mulberry, between Chatham and Bayard 

BEPCCS ve were ee ese eee eters seen as 573 71 
Flagging Fifty-fourth street, Seventh and 

Eighth ayenues . 597 65 
Regulating Second avenue, Section B..... 37,184 98 
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Opening Sixty-first street, Third to Fifth 


BV SNUG aiareseheieraisinn me ateleaR ide Coens 
Sewer, Avenue ©, through Fourteenth 
Street. to Hast river....evsesseeveees 





Regulating and grading Second ayenue, 
Twenty-eighth to Fifty-third street... 
Regulating and grading Forty-eighth st., 
Fourth to Fifth avenue.. ‘ 
Sewer, Charlton street, Hudson to Mac- 
dougal. 
Flagging Fifty: tit street, Second and 
Third avenues. ATEN La il 
Fencing southwost corner * Sixth avenue 











and Thirty-first street..........05 “if 
Flagging Fifth avenue, Pest to 
Forty-second street......s.s2 cece ee 


Sewer, Elizabeth street, Pilate to Hous- 


Sewer, “Dhirty- eighth street, Ninth to 
Tenth avenue....4.. als efataleeiecidlsle ee 
Sewer, West Broadway, from sewer in 


Regulating Seventeenth street, between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues........... 

Regulating Forty-eighth street, between 
Third avenue and Hast river. 

Grading One hundred and Twenty: “eighth 
street, Fourth and Seventh avenues, . 
Flag, curb and gutter Tw anty-aevehitl 

street, east of Third avenue.......... 
Flagg, curb and gutter, Elizabeth from 
NOD TS tO OT test) Leh Ree eaten 


$502 00 
6,039 18 
41,715 TL 

862 62 
382 42 
474 00 
42 96 
236 91 
883 84 
4,856 67 
163 80 

2,276 96 
11,532 58 

2,257 04 

17 96 


130 51 
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Regulating and grading Fifty-fifth street, 
Fifth to Sixth avenue..... «s+ $2,569 37 
Sewer, Macdougal street, ero Blesdker to 











Amity street. 288 49 
Sewer, Thirty-third street, from Lexing- 

ton to Third avenue... we. 1,084 59 
Sewer, Bleecker street, Carmine to Qhris- % 

HOPMER tere sv msavarclaslalSieYeatolele aia’ sletaial 1,208 73 
Grading Forty-ninth street, Fifth avenue 

to BASE RIVER a s/s isieine ciiawntjeancss +. 10,453 78 


Sewer, Elizabeth street, Grand to Prince 721 25 
Sewer, Mulberry street, Hester to a point 














two hundred and twelve feet. 53 10 
Sewer, Grand street, Chrystie to Allen to 

Broome . 313 95 
Paving and flagging Thirty-seventh sineet 

Fourth to Madison avenue . 253 74 
Flagging Fourteenth street, Bot No. 218 

to Fifth avenue. 269 89 
Regulating, curb aad ation Ninetieth st., 

Fourth and Fifth avenues............ 772 27 
Sewer, Hester street, Orange to Mott. .'. 16 28 


Sewer, Elm street, Grand to Howard.... 135 00 
Sewer, Washington street, Bleecker to 


Carlislens|-sterestvidbipsiiocskes sei 67 60 
Sewer, North Moore street, Hudson st. 

to Hudson river). (a.10sse0e0 0. css eiee 85 00 
Sewer, William street, North William to 

Duane ........ os sua slavse een . 149 01 





Sewer, Beekman street, Gold to Pearl ra 480 03 
Sewer, One hundred and eighteenth street, 
Third avenue to East river.......... 3,190 85 
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Regulating Thirty-ninth street, Second to 
Phirdvay enue’: 2.) Setiesiem ie aida ele 
Sewer, Forty-second street, Lexington to 
Fourth avenue .......sseere scene 
Sewer, Mott street, Pell to Walker street. 
Sewer, Twenty-second street, old sewer to 
Second avenue ..s.sesereeersevnsees 
Sewer, Hester street, Eldridge to For- 


syth street....+- 6. ivisial fs) vielsisieie.« siais 
Filling Thirty-ninth and Fortieth streets, 
Ninth and Tenth ayenues........++-+ 


Fencing Thirty-sixth, Thirty-seventh, Thir- 
ty-eighth and Thirty-ninth sts., Fourth 
and Fifth avenues ... 

Fencing Thirtieth and Thirty-first streets, 
Fifth avenue and Broadway........+ . 

Sewer, Allen st, Hester to School No. 27. 

Fencing Thirty-third street, Ninth and 
Tenth avenues . 

Sewer, Fiftieth street, Highth avenue and 
Broadway - 

Filling and Flagging Thirty-sixth street, 
Broadway and Highth avenue. 

Filling Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth sts., 
First and Second avenues . 

Sewer, Forty-eighth street, Bleventh ave- 
nue to Hudson river ........... sees 

Paying Thirty-second street, Tenth and 
Eleventh avenues...+++se+eeees sees 

Flagging Vhirty-third street, Ninth and 
Tenth avenues .........-- 

Filling Thirty-fourt th gad Thirty- -aizth stay "4 
Second and Third avenues .......+..+ 




















$250 07 


79 66 
259 77 


855 06 
25 35 


1,498 23 


254 41 


17 84 
196 75 


20 74 
875 28 
316 76 
254 11 
561 87 
144 94 
354 06 


572 76 
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Regulating, paving and flagging Thirty- 

seventh street, Second and Third avs.. $695 80 
Regulating. paving and flagging Thirty- 

fifth street, Ninth and Tenth avenues.. 538 29 
Regulating and grading Fifty-fifth street, 

Ninth avenue to Hudson river. 
Paving and crosswal Tenth avenue, 

Thirty-third to Forty-fifth street...... 6,683 78 
Opening Eleventh avenue, One hundred 

and seventh to One hundred and Forty- 

fourth street: <2 ksCH os ee +» 14,085 16 
Regulating and grading One hundred and 

eighteenth street, Third avenue to Hast 

TIVOR acess werent Stee alee 593 88 
Regulating, curb and gutter, and flagging 

Fortieth. street, Ninth to Tenth avenue. 8,880 66 
Paving Thirty-seventh street, Seventh to 


7,346 00 








Bighth avenue -.05... sie enee eee eee 196 68 
Regulating and grading Forty-fourth st., 
* First avenue to Hast river........... 718 07 


Flagging Broome st., Blizabeth to Mott. 236 OT 
Sewer, Fifty-fourth st., Broadway, through 

Seventh avenue to Fifty-sixth street... 5,942 83 
Sewer, Thirty-ninth street, Ninth to Tenth 

avenue .. sacks sees 8,270 46 
Flagging and curb and gutter, Highty- s 

seventh street; Third and Fifth avenues 8,448 55 
Flagging and curb and gutter, Forty- 

seventh street, Highth to Tenth avenue. 209 82 
Grading, curb, gutter and flagging Fifty- 

first street, Tenth avenue to Hudson 

TIVED eye ee ele siete stele te te snes - 4,823 84 
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Regulating and grading Second avenue, 

MOGHONC Oe isicine eas ese eeahatiasiee! $116,451 07 
Sewer, Forty-first street, Second to Third 

avenue 
Sewer, eee street, Division to Bast 





river - sed einieisleie(selaalevewisenysemie 076890 
Ghossiells at intersection of Mulberry st. 384 87 
Fencing, Seventeenth street, Fifth and 

Sixth avenues .........seeeeeeee oe 16 08 
Flagging Twenty-ninth street, Second to 

Third avenue ........seseeeseeeonee 113 26 
Sewer, Eldridge street, Houston to No. 

28 Eldridge....-.64....seeseeeeeees 520 73 
Paying Thirty-fifth st., Highth to Ninth 

AVENUE J... ... 006 gincialsinisialaptaceetates 236 72 
Flagging and reflagging First avenue, 

Third to Sixth street.........+++..-- 21 11 


Sewer, Rivington st., Sheriff to Clinton. 1,235 29 
Regulating Highty-fourth street, Second 

to Third avenue. os = 2141 04 
Sewer, Forty-sixth eraaty Eleventh avenue 





to Hudson river ...ssse0.... seers «s+ 1,400 08 
Regulating, curb and gutter Forty-first 

street, Tenth to Eleventh avenue ..... 7,317 18 
Sewer, Twenty-seventh strect, Eighth to 

Ninth avenue ......s.see0..seeee aoe 858 95 
Sewer, Forty-fourth street, Broadway to 

Sixth avenue. ..ssaeiss.cce.ssdaee 2,356 40 
Paving and flogging Forty-first street, 

Fighth to Ninth avenue ........++.- 686 72 


Sewer, Mott street, Grand to Houston st. 1,350 88 
Flagging Fifty-first st., First to Third ay. 164 33 
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Sewer, Third avenue, Forty-ninth to Fifty- 

third streets sserens crs eaeaae + $8,654 23 
Opening One hundred and twenty-ninth 

to One hundred and thirty- -first street, 








Tenth avenue to Hudson river. 4,864 00 
Ourb and gutter, Highty-second on 

Second and Fourth avenues...... 2,123 36 
Sewer, Thirty-second street, Seana to 

Third auenue . 822 24 





Flagging, Orange st., Walker to Bayatay 83 57 
Curb, gutter and flagging One hundred 
and twenty-sixth st., Third to Fourth 








BVOUUG! coh ans nes eiawanyherzs sew 850 45 
Sewer, Fifty-fourth street, Highth to 

Sixth avenue...... sueceeeee ee! 1572 00 
Sewer, Varick street, Spring to Broome. 845 72 
Orosswalks, One hundred and twentieth 

strect, at Third avenue....-....+.. 187 65 
Crosswalks, One handred and twouticth 

street, Second and Third avenues. ... 30 00 
Paving, and curb and gutter, Beekman 

street, Park row to Pearl street .. 624 75 





Sewer, Rivington st., Bowery to Clinton. 1,106 26 
Curb and gutter, and flagging Avenue D, 

Second to Tenth and Third to Lewis st. 681 09 
Flagging Sixth avenue, Broadway to 


Thirty-seventh street...........00005 170 18 
Sewer, Bank street, Factory to Hudson 
PIVOT «.hs93 re ofattiitesst Tells elush naval | e+. 1,998 49 





Paving Thirty-1 
Sixth avenue. 
Regulating, curb and gutter, Thirty- seitth 
street, Third to First avenue . 


inth street, Broadway to 
196 21 





946 87 
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Sewer, Avenue B, Twelfth and Eleventh 
Streets ..- 1 esc ew eeae esses oe eeeeee 
Sewer, Front street, Peck slip to Beek- 
MAN SEVCCH.. seen eeee esses te eeeee 
Sewer, Hamersley street, Houston to Hud- 
SOD 'TIVET «cece ceeesereseevewecece 
Curb, gutter and grading, Forty-first st., 
Fourth to Fifth avenue...-...+....++ 
Opening Highty-third street, Eighth ave- 
nue to Hudson river ....++s+s0s eCeCe 
Paving and flagging Fiftieth street, Broad- 
way to Highth avenue........+ 
Sewer, Forty-ninth strect, Sixth and Save 
enth avenues 
Paving, and curb and gutter, Seventh ave- 
nue, Forty-sixth to ifty first street... 
Sewer, Madison street, Oliver to Market. 
Sewer, Laurens st., Spring to Bleecker... 
Flagging Ninth avenue, lorty-second to 
Forty-fifth street ...... 6. eens ewes 
Flagging Thirty-third street, Eighth and 
Ninth avenues...csses..eeeeeeerees 
Sewer, Pitt st., Rivington eat atenaore 
Flagging Thirty-second street, Eighth to 
Ninth avenue ....--e.sreeeeeeerees 
Sewer, Sullivan street, Prince to Houston. 
Sewer, Seventh avenue, Twenty-fifth and 








Twenty-sixth streets.....+....eeeeee 
Paving Thirty-ninth street, Eighth and 
Ninth avenues... ad Baia a Sipyeiy 14 


Regulating and grading Sixty-ninth and 
Seventieth sts., Seventh to Eighth ay... 


No. 20. 


$67 82 
13 64 
2,388 17 
90 56 
5,157 90 
407 88 
3,649 82 
3,179 56 
291 48 
462 33 


150 90 


329 43 
283 12 


82 84 
594 385 


346 70 
486 88 


9,081 58 
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Regulating and grading One hundred and 
twenty-third st, Third ay. toAvenue A. $7,057 64 
Sewer, Twenty-ninth street, Tenth to 





Ninth avenue... ..-. 00.0. eees os.. 1,141 82 
Sewer, Eighteenth street, Sixth to Seventh 

AVENUC so ee. scree ee 198 57 
Sewer, Thirty-first street, Second to "vhird 

avenue. . + 2,7T4 69 





Sewer, Division street, Chatham to Allen. 905 50 
Regulating, curb and gutter, Forty-eighth 
street, Tenth avenue to Hudson river.. 2,274 41 


Flagging Clinton and Attorney streets... 183 93 
Sewer, Forty-seventh street, Highth and 
ANTM QV CH WOR e & ods Sic ctevetwracr ees eee 1,267 02 


Regulating and grading One hundred and 
twenty-seventh street, Fifth and Seventh 


avenues....0-42.... seuceeecccscnsee 1,833 80 
Regulating and grading Party -caventtit st, 
Third avenue to Hast river........... 2,549 92 


Grading, curb, gutter and flagging Fifty- 

first street, Third avenue to East river. 21,296 34 
Opening One hundred and twenty-second 

street, Third to Fourth avenue........ 8,934 00 
Flagging Thirteenth street, Broadway and 


Second avenue ...01...0+-.seee00s 5 186 93 
Flagging Third avenue, Fifty-first to Fifty: 

second strect............seeeee nena 555 94 
Flagging One hundred and twenty-fifth 

BtreOt. esse cesses sive esicceer oe cels 118 82 


Regulating and grading Third avenue, 
Sixty-first and Highty-second streets... 27,788 23 
Filling Broadway and Seventh avenue... 428 59 


65 (Doe. No. 20. 


1850. 

Dee. 11, Regulating Forty-ninth street, Fifth 
avenue to Bloomingdale road......... 

Noy. 15. Regulating, and curb and gutter, 
Thirty-second street, Fourth avenue to 


Broadway.......++ Rete we eeee ees 
1851, 


May 23, Draining lots, Thirty-fifth and Thirty- 
seventh streets, Seventh and Highth 
avenues. 

Sept. 19, Realatiag and paving TPhirtieth 
street, Sixth and Seventh avenues. 

Oct. 24, Fencing Seventh and Eighth avenues, 
Twenty-ninth and Thirty third streets. 

May 12, Opening Lexington avenue, Forty- 








second to Sixty-sixth street...... ones 
Aug. 20, Paving Tenth avenue, Thirty-second 
to Thirty-third street .......... Rents 
Noy. 20, Regulating Highty-seventh street, 
Third to Fifth avenue........-.+ Bc 
1852. 
April 26, Paving Madison avenue, Thirty-sixth 
to Fortieth street........seeeeesee . 


April 17, Regulating, curb and gutter, Sixth 
avenue and Broadway, Thirty-fourth to 
Forty-second street 





Dee. 81, Regulating Twenty-fifth street, Tenth 
avenue to Hudson river.. 

Oct. 16. Regulating curb and gutter. Thirty- 
fifth, Thirty-sixth, Thirty-seventh and 
Thirty- Be streets, Fifth to Sixth 
AVENUC +s eseee of 








$163 84 


58 01 


16 04 


20 34 


103 95 


51 89 


79 44 


Doc. No. 20.) 66 


Oct. 24, Sewer, Thirty-cighth street, Fifth to 
Sixth avenue, &c........... feistatateteteats 
May 23, Fencing lots, Thirty-third and Thirty- 
fourth streets, Fifth and Sixth avenues, 

1852. 
Feb. 18, Flagging Twenty-sixth street, Sixth 
to Eighth avenue. 
April 17, Fencing on Steen avenue and Fig 
teenth street, &e 
May 18, Regulating Sixth avenue, Forty: ‘aeoand 
to Fifty-seventh street... 
Regulating and grading Highth avenue, 
Bighty-fourth to One hundred and 
Cighth street...0+...sjsescesreeeres 











1853. 
Feb. 12, Paving and flagging Thirty-eighth 
street, Fourth to Seventh avenue...... 
Paving Dey street, Broadway to Green- 








Paving and flagging Thirty-seventh street, 
Fifth to Sixth avenue,.........-. , 
1852. 
Jan. 3, Paving Avenue B, Thirteenth to Eigh- 
teenth street. 
Sept. 14, Paving Nineteenth street, First ave- 
nue to East river. 








1851. 

Dec. 23, Curb and gutter, Third avenue, Twen- 
ty-ninth to Twenty-eighth street...... 

1852. 

Feb. 18, Sewer, Delancey street, Ussex to Bow- 
OLY. ecto eeee pauocs aieislerhaieiale stele 


$54 76 


20,217 89 


8,073 28 
50 90 


620 16 


6 15 


134 87 


28 78 


9 05 
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Regulating Ninetieth street, Third to 

Fourth avyenue..seseceeee ssscseenes $108 47 
Flagging, curb and gutter, Trinity place. 837 39 
Sewer, Tenth avenue, Fourteenth to Thir- 

teenth street, and in Thirteenth street.. 497 49 
Sewer, Whitehall street, State street to 

Bowling Green...isececsesusececess 176 80 
Flagging! Fourth avenue, Twenty-first to 

















Twenty-fourth street.. 43 96 
Sewer, Market street, Division street to 

East river.. 440 19 
Regulating and grading Forty-fifth street, 

Fifth avenue to Broadway. 1,474 08 
Curb, gutter, and flagging Forty-eighth 

street, Sixth avenue to Broadway..... 914 59 
Sewer, Macdougal st., Houston to Spring 

streebearissjerahicis sister epenpe oacieieni, 485 19 
Filling First avenue and Avenue A, Nine- 

teenth and Twentieth streets......... 246 04 
Regulating and paving, Tenth avenue to 

Fifty-fifth street............sseee0es 10,394 58 
Regulating, grading, curb and gutter, and 

flagging Sixth avenue, Forty-second to 

Forty-ninth street.. 2,169 04 
Regulating Fifty-fourth street, Fifth to 

First avenue.. . 9,951 14 
Grading Fifth avenue, Forty-second to 

Forty-ninth street 2,962 82 





Opening and extending Park place fe 

College place. ....++..-.s0eeeseeees 3,156 00 
Extending and widening Canal and Walk- 

OF SHCCEB Sir. cinjeieudin oeisiew Neeteniesorts 159,953 00, 
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1855. 
Sept. 29. Opening Ninth avenue, Blooming- 
dale road to One hundred and twenty- 


fifth street.........seeee seneveesss + $36,966 52 


Oct. 2. Basin and culverts, southeast corner 
Bowery and Houston street .......... 
Flagging, east side, Ninth avenue, Thir- 
tieth to Thirty-fifth street.......+..4+ 
Paving and flagging Thirty-second street, 
First and Second avenues...........+ 

Oct. 5, Flagging, north side, Twelfth street, 
First avenue and Avenue A....+.++5 

Curb, gutter, and resetting, opposite Nos. 
105, 107 and 109 Varick street........ 

Oct. 6, Flagging, east side, Second avenue, 
Twelfth and Thirteenth streets ....... 
Flagging, curb and gutter, One hundred 
and twenty-seventh street, Third and 


Fourth avenues....... Sonus aeucnsee 
Sewer, Forty-third street, Seventh to 
Bighth avenue............ seseeeeees 
Filling Thirty-sixth street, Second and 
Third avenues. .ssescssees--reeeeee 


Flagging West street, Canal to Watts st.. 
Filling Forty-fourth and Forty-fifth street, 
Tenth to Eleventh avenue........+.++ 
Regulating and paving Forty-first street, 
Seventh and Highth avenues. 
Curb, gutter,and flagging Fortieth dott 
Lexington and Fourth avenues.. 
Flagging, south side, Twelfth street, ee 
nue CO and Dry Dock street... 











67 72 
244 14 
689 99 

31 00 

18 86 


88 64 


236 31 
1,284 13 


151 21 
282 44 


939 56 
181 45 
298 92 


12 32 
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Flagging Thirty-third street, Sixth and 
Eighth avenuess....5.05......002005 
Sewer, Thirty-sixth street, Lexington ave- 

nue to thirty feet of Fourth avenue... 
Oct. 26, Regulating, curb and gutter, paving 
Eleventh avenue, T'wenty-fifth to Thirty- 


first street......+.e.seeenee nialateel nes 
Sewer, Third street, from old sewer to 
Eastriver......e-s cress cee see c tees 

Oct. 2, Sewer, Thirty-third street, Second ave- 
nue to Hast river... .+-.ses.ee ss. eee. 

Aug. 9, Opening Highty-fourth street, Highth 
to Ninth avenuc....seeeseeseeeeeees 

Oct. 2, Sewer, Forty-third street, Broadway 
to Sixth avenue.......sseeeeeeeee ee 
Sewer, East Broadway, Jefferson to Mont- 
GOMEPY Asi! Ss resielsin al eelals es Nees 


Oct. 5, Regulating, paving and flagging Thir- 
ty-second street, Second to Third av... 
Sewer, Twenty-fifth street, three hundred 

and seventy feet west of Kighth avenue 
Sewer, Greenwich, Murray to Barclay, 

to Hudson river. 

Oct. 2, Sewer, Forty-sixth street, Ninth "5 
Tenth avenue. 

Oct. 5, Grading and paving Thirty-fourth th 
Second to Third avenue . 
Flagging Second st., Avenue A to Av. B. 
Flagging Twenty-third street, Seventh to 
Eighth avenue...sceseseesseeeeeeeee 
Regulating and paving Thirty-fifth street, 
First to Third avenue. . erry 
Paving Renwick street .. 

















$897 96 


901 03 


2,578 96 
610 94 
930 68 

3,023 00 
839 70 
513 54 
697 86 

28 21 
468 42 
4466 83 


B95 25 
130 73 


342 00 


912 67 
183 35 
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Oct. 25, Regulating and grading Fifty-second 
street, Eleventh avenue to Hudson river. $1,879 56 
Oct. 22, Opening Ninety-second street, Fifth 
avenue to Hast river........ taiaia oleate is) 3,731 00 
Oct. 26, Paving and flagging Thirty-ninth st., 
Seventh to Eighth avenue. or 438 17 
Paving and flagging weiity: seventh st., 











Hudson river to Sixth avenue ... 493 97 
Sewer, Fifty-first street, Third to F 

avenue . 5,153 50 
Sewer, Mott street, Hester to W alkeriet st. 56 42 
Sewer, Washington street, Leroy to Chris- b 

topher Street. ...00 0. oocsie reins csjew 812 92 
Sewer, Madison street, Market to Mont- 

gomery street .....+-eeeee see eevee 189 33 


Regulating, regrading, curb and gutter, 

and flagging Third avenue, Forty-fourth 

to Sixty-first street. ...66.... ee seen ee 5,923 21 
Regulating, paving, curb and gutter, and 

flagging Forty-second street, Third to 








Fifth avenue. 1,576 81 
Sewer, Forty-first street, Ninth and Tenth 

avenues. Sepeaces wifes 967 47 
Sewer, Twenty-: “sixth Nach one valinndied 

and fifty feet east of Tenth avenue.... 1,175 73 
Sewer, Dominick street, fifty feet west of 

Varick to Broome, to and through Hud- 

SON Street... 1. esse ees eeeseeeseeeee 362 81 
Sewer, Elizabeth street, Grand to Hester 

BSELECEs score ccceies scar arse cease ois 274 49 


Sewer, Elizabeth street, Hester to Walker 
street..... oldie nis 0/s\e, aisle (clan als COLOEAB 815 41 
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Sewer, Bedford street, Leroy to Carmine. 
Sewer, Second street, First avenne to 
BOWENY!s/aies. «2/2 elaisialeielsere ee seeeseeee 
Paving, grading, curb and flagging Forty- 
seventh street, Eighth avenue to H. R. 
Paving Fifty-fourth street, Seventh and 


Highth avenues........0seseeeee itera 
Aug. 15, Filling Fifty-sixth and Fifty-seventh 
streets, Sixth to Seventh avenue..... 
May 1, Widening Duane, Broadway to Hudson 
SELCCE Ls vets eee erence re ees seeee eee 
1851. 
Aug. 14, Flagging Thirty-ninth street, Tenth 
avenue to Hudson river.............. 
Aug. 15, Sewer, Sullivan street, Bleecker to 
Houston....0+..++s0008 Soa dnele sees 


Sept. 25, Sewer, Forty-fourth street, through 
Third avenue to Forty-second street... 

Sept. 21, Paving Broadway, Forty-fifth to 

Fiftieth street 

Aug. 15, Flagging east side Thirty-sixth street 
to 89 westside Thirty-fourth and Thirty- 

sixth streets........ ey pssfevafaeiste 

Flagging, curb and gutter, Thirty-s 
street, Tenth to Hleventh avenue.....+ 
Filling Fifteenth and Sixteenth streets, 
Avenue A to B......seeesseeseeeees 
Sewer, Fifth avenue, Thirty-ninth to 
Fortieth street....... ea ee re eneenes 

July 26, Regulating Seventy-ninth street, Tenth 
avenue to Broadway...coscesesceeee 

Sept. 21, Flagging Forty-first street, Second to 
Third avenues. .sesessereseesaeevies 











STT 06 
490 92 
1,396 61 
1,060 43 
691 05 


50,071 00 


1,872 28 
145 73 
8,998 30 


2,006 91 


421 62 
6,385 21 
137 10 
235 66 
1,314 56 


216 22 


Doc. No. 20.) 72 


Opening Highty-fourth street, Ninth to 
Eighth avenue... seeeesecesceeee $8,001 91 
July 14, Fencing Thirty-third street, Seventh 























to Eighth avenue...... 46 19 

Filling Thirty-fifth aud Thirth: -sixth sts., 
Second to Third avenue.. 583 35 

June 15, Opening Eightieth street, Fifth ave- 
nue to Hast river. 5,887 22 

Aug. 15, Flagging Twenty-eighth street, Sixth 
*and Seventh avenues.. s 165 37 

Flagging Fifty-third street, Eighth to 
Ninth avenue. 908 49 

Flagging One hundred and twentieth 
street, First avenue to Hudson river .. 735 383 

Sewer, Essex street, Hester to Grand 
BELG Ute cette vet als ue cine ofall s a sees 61 18 

Sewer, Division street, Rutgers to rial 
Tow Street. cs ececeseccscccseeesees 148 76 

Sept. 21, Sewer in Thirty-third street, Bighth 
to Ninth avenue.......... Ries sani satta 2,088 41 

Sept. 18, Sewer, Wortieth street, Second and 
Third avenues........+ eee seen eens 683 33 

Sept. 21, Paving and flagging Thirty-sixth 
street, to Second avenue.......... iaere 211 47 

Filling Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh 
streets, Seventh and Highth avenues... 100 74 

Aug. 14, Repairing and draining Monroe and 
Grand streets....sseereseceseeees ae 36 60 

Aug. 15, Sewer, Grand street, Lewis street to 


East river....... CobennoNNgesuobes6 1,281 87 


710 returns, amounting t0....++seseeeeee 





DOCUMENT No. 21. 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN, 


DECEMBER 28, 1857. 





The following reports of the Special Committees, appointed 
in relation to erecting a Monument to the memory of 
General Wiit1am J. Worrs, were received, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk. 





In October, 1848, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty 
adopted the following : 


Whereas, Information has been received of the arrival 
at their native homes in this state, of Brevet Major-General 
Joun E. Woot and Brevet Maj. Gen. Wiiiam J. Wortu, 
of the United States Army, both heroic and patriotic sons 
of the Empire State, who have consecrated their lives to 
their country in the last war with England, and in the 
recent conflict with Mexico, displayed on her fields both 
Spartan valor and American science, magnanimity and he- 
roism—and. 


Whereas, It is the duty and pride of the citizens of New 
York to render the tribute of their respect to such worthy 
and distinguished compatriots ; therefore 
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~ Resolved, That the use of the Governor's Room be ten- 
dered to them, for the purpose of receiving the visits and 
the congratulations of their fellow citizens. 


Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to pre- 
sent them with a copy of these proceedings, and to attend 
to the arrangements necessary to carry them into effect. 


In June, 1849, the Mayor, &e., adopted the following : 


Whereas, The melancholy intelligence has heen received 
in our city of the decease of Major General Work, of the 
U.S. Army, at San Antonio, Texas, on the 7th inst., and 


Whereas, The distinguished and patriotic services of the 
deceased to his country, at Chippewa Plains and Niagara, 
in the last war with Great Britain; at Palaklaklahor, in 
Florida; at Monterey, Vera Cruz, Puebla, and Molino del 
Rey, in the late brilliant campaign in Mexico, have ren- 
dered his name dear to the American people, and shed an 
additional lustre on the American arms ; and 

Whereas, The deceased was by birth a citizen of this 
state ; therefore 

Resolved, That the Common Council of the city of New 
York, in common with their fellow-citizens, deeply deplore 
the loss which our country has sustained in the death of the 
lamented and gallant Worru, and that they tender to his 
bereaved family their sincere sympathies for this dispensa- 
tion of Divine Providence, by which they have been deprived 
ofa kind and generous protector and friend. 

Resolved, That the flags be displayed at half-mast from 
the City Hall, on Wednesday next, and that the proprie- 
tors of the several public places in the city be requested to 
display their flags at half-mast during said day. 
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Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble and 
resolutions, duly authenticated, be transmitted to the family 
of the deceased. 


In July, 1849, the Mayor, &c., adopted the following : 


_ Whereas, By a dispensation of Divine Providence, Bre- 
vet Major General Witiiam J. Wortu, a native. of this 
state, departed this life at San Antonio, Texas, and in con- 
sideration of his distinguished services in defence of his 
country, during the late war with England, and the suc- 
cessful manner in which he led our troops during the Mex- 
ican war, entitles his remains to all the honors due untar- 
nished valor, combined with unblemished private character; 
therefore, 


Resolved, That 2 Committee of three be appointed, to 
confer with a similar Committee of the Board of Aldermen, 
with a view of making suitablearrangements for bringing 
on the corpse of that illustrious soldier to his native state 
for interment. 


On the 9th day of January, 1854, Mayor WesterveLt 
sent to the Board of Aldermen, the following message and 
letter, viz: 


MESSAGE. 


Mayor's Orricz, 
New York, January 9th, 1854. 
Hon. Common Council: 

Gexriewex,—I transmit the inclosed letter from Major Sraaccr, 
U. S.A., on the subject of the proposed Monument to the late flamented 
General Wonrn, and which I trast will receive at your hands the atten 
tion which it merits, 

JACOB A. WESTERVELT. 
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LETTER. 


Forr Conuuavs, Goverxon’s Isuanp, N. Y., 
Tanuary 6th, 1854. 
Sin—I would again most respectfully and urgently ask your attention 
to the final disposition of the remains of General Woren. ‘The fact that 
they were taken from the possession of the family, and intrusted to a Com- 
mittee of the Common Council of the city of New York, at San Antonio: 
Texas, is well known from the proceedings of that body, and from the 
subsequent ceremonies, when the remains were deposited in Greenwood 
Cemetery, four years ago, where they now are, unburied. ‘The widow 
and the children have a deep and anxious feeling upon this subject ; they 
ask a grave for the husband and parent, a spot to be identified as such, 
however humble or obscure. ‘The proprietors of the Greenwood Ceme- 
tery are prepared at any moment to give the necessary ground to erect a 
monument worthy of the fame of the deceased, as contemplated and ex- 
pressed by the Common Council, and guaranteed by the most reliable 
assurances when the remains were confided to the city of New York; or 
if the alternative be necessary, a piece of ground will be designated, 
where the family can have the yemains interred, and a suitable stone 
erected. 








Thave the honor to be, with the highest consideration and respeet, 
Your obedient servant, 
J, 1. SPRAGUE, 
Major U. 8. Army. 
Vew York, 





To his Honor the Mayor of the city of 


These were referred, on motion of Alderman Lorp, to a 
Special Committee, consisting of Aldermen D. D. Lorn, 
Joun Keuty, and Perer P, Voornis, who, on the 6th day 
of March, made a report, accompanied by the following 
resolutions, viz : 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board, the Common 
Council of the city of New York should make provision for 
the proper interment of the remains of General Worrn, and 
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to erect a Monument to his memory, and that this duty can- 
not longer be delayed without dishonor to the deceased, 
and disgrace to the city. 

\ 


Resolved, further, That tl resolutions be sent to the 
Honorable Board of Councilmen, for their concurrence, and 
for the adoption by them of such measures as they may think 
proper. 





The Board at once accepted the report, and adopted the 
resolutions. 


On the 10th day of March, the papers were transmit- 
ted to the Board of Councilmen, and afterwards, on motion 
of Gen. F, E, Matuer, were referred to a Special Com- 
mittee, consisting of Councilmen 

F. EB, MATHER, P. CRAWFORD, 
W. H. SMITH, D. D. CONOVER, 
E. H. KIMBARK. 


On the 7th day of August, this Committee made a report, 
accompanied by the following resolutions, viz : 


Resolved, That the remains of Major-General Worra 
should be interred, and a suitable Monument erected, at an 
early day, and at the city’s expense. 


Resolved, That the most suitable place for such interment 
and Monument is the ground between Broadway and Fifth 
avenue, next southerly of Twenty-fifth street. 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this Board be, and he hereby 
is directed to advertise, inviting drawings and plans for a 
granite Monument to Major-General Worrs, adapted to the 
ground between Broadway and Fifth avenue, and Twenty- 
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fourth and Twenty-fifth streets, and request that such draw- 
ings, &c., be accompanied by estimates of the probable cost 
to erect such Monument. 





‘The resolutions were adopted. and designs, &c., adver- 
tised for. 


On the 5th day of December, the same Committee report- 
ed, with resolutions, as follows : 

Resolved, That the piece of ground bounded by Broadway 
and Fifth avenue, between Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth 
streets, be, and the same hereby is appropriated for the 
erection thereon hy the city of a Monument to Major-Gen- 
eral Wortu. 

Resolved, That the plan and drawings for such Monument 
prepared by James G. Barrersoy, be, and the same hereby 
are adopted. 


With a further resolution, that proposals for estimates 
for erecting such Monument, to be fifty feet high, be adver- 
tised. 


By reason of unavoidable delays, the matter was con- 
tinued over till another Common Council was organized. 


On the 3d day of January, 1855, Gen. F. E. Marner 
offered the following : 

Resolved, That a Commitiee of five be appointed upon 
the matters of the final disposition of the remains of the 
late General Wortx, and the erection of a Monument to his 
memory. 





Which was adopted, and Councilmen Marner, Ripper, 
Haswert, Ranney, and Sway. were appointed the Special 
Committee. 
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In the Board of Aldermen, the matter was referred to 
Messrs. Fox, Vartan, and WILLIAMSON. 


Tn July, of that year, the foregoing recommendations re- 
ceived concurrent action, and were approved by the Mayor. 


Proposals were advertised, and in August, 1856, a reso- 
lution was concurred in, and approved, as follows : 


Resolved, That the contract for building a Monument to 
the memory of Major-General Worts, be, and said contract 
hereby is awarded to James G. Barrerson, he being the 
lowest bidder therefor. 


The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the 
subject of erecting a Monument to the memory of the late 
Major-General Witt1am J. Worrn, respectfully report : 


That they have discharged the duties assigned to them, 
and now deem it their duty, in bringing their labors to a 
close, to make a full report of their proceedings to the 
Common Council, by whom they were appointed, and 
whose views and wishes they have endeavored to fulfill. 


Your Committee, after learning “that the stone work 
was finished,” immediately took into consideration thé pro- 
priety of having a suitable day set apart for the laying of 
the corner-stone, and the inauguration of the Monument, 
and also of obtaining the views of the family of General 
Worru, as to what they might desire in regard to the 
subject. 


The family of the deceased requested that the remains of 
their sire might be removed from Greenwood, and re-in- 
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terred in the Monument, and therefore arose the necessity 
of further arrangements being made for the proper solem- 
nities to be observed on the occasion. 


Your Committee at once called a meeting in the Mayor's 
office, on the 14th of November, 1857, where the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That the 25th day of November, 1857, “the 
celebration of the evacuation of the British Army from the 
city of New York,” be set apart for the contemplated oc- 
casion. 


Resolved, That Major-General Sanprorp be invited to 
co-operate with the Committee, and that he be requested to 
invite the military of this city, the military of Hudson, Al- 
bany, Troy, and other surrounding cities, and that he have 
full charge of the military arrangements on the occasion. 


Resolved, That Morcan L. Harris, Chairman of the 
Joint Committee, be requested to invite his Excellency, 
James Bucuanan, President of the United States, to be 
present and participate ; also the Governor of this and the 
surrounding States, together with the Mayor and Common 
Council of Brooklyn, Albany, Troy, and Hudson. 


Resolved, That the State officers, officers and attaches of 
the Municipal government, the Fire Department of New 
York, Brooklyn, Williamsburgh, Jersey City and Hoboken, 
without their apparatus, and all other civic societies be in- 
vited to participate. 


Resolved, That the Honorable Furnanpo Woop, Mayor, 
be invited to deliver an oration on the occasion. 
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Resolved, That our fellow-citizens be requested to close 
their stores and places of business on that day, from the 
hour of twelve, at noon, until sunset ; and that the owners 
and masters of vessels in the harbor, and the proprietors of 
all public places in the city, be requested to display their 
flags at half-mast during the whole day. 


The following invitation was then extended to his Excel- 
Jency, Jamms Bucwanay, President of the United States : 


To his Excellency, James Bucnanan, President of the United States: 


Si—On behalf of the Mayor and Common Council of the city of New 
York, Thave the honor to solicit your Excellency’s attendance at the 
occasion of the completion of the Monument erected in this city to the 
memory of the late Major-General Wut1ax J. Worrn, in which his re- 
mains are then to be re-interred and finally deposited. 

‘The ceremony by which the people of this city propose to testify in an 
enduring manner their love and veneration for the heroic character and 
patriotic deeds of that great soldier, will take place on the 25th day of 
November, 1857. 

It is earnestly hoped that your Excellency’s public duties and private 
engagements may allow you to participate, by your presenee, in an object 
so interesting to the country, as one by which great public services and 
patriotic devotion, contributing in an eminent degree to the lustre, if not 
the integrity and permanency of this Union, are to be publicly acknow- 
ledged by a grateful people, and visibly held up to the recollection of the 
present and all future generations, so long as mural tablets or human in- 
scriptions may endure. 

On behalf of the Joint Comnittee, 

Thave the honor to subscribe myself, 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
MORGAN L. HARRIS, Chairman. 


The following invitation was extended to the Honorable 
Joun A. Kine, Governor of the State of New York: 
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Hon. Jouy A. Kixe, Governor of the State of New York: 

Dear Siz—Pursuant to a joint resolution of the Common Couneil of 
the city of New York, I have the honor to solicit your Rxceliency's 
attendance at the completion of the Monument erected in this city to the 
memory of the late Major-General Wruttas J. Worrn, on the 25th day 
of November, 1857, on which occasion his remains are to be re-interred 
and finally depositedgtherein. 

It is earnestly hoped that your Exeellency’s public duties and private 
engagements may permit you to participate, by your presence, in an ob- 
ject so interesting as this, by which the people of this city propose to 
testify their love and veneration for heroie deeds and patriotic services, 
reflecting lustre on the country at large. 

On behalf of the Joint Committee, 

T have the honor to subscribe myself, 
Your Uxcellency’s obedient servant, 
MORGAN L. HARRIS, Chairman. 


The following notes of invitation were extended to the 
Cabinet, and other distinguished individuals, to be present 
and participate eeccie 

New York, Noy. 18, 1857. 
Hon. 

Sin—Pursuant to a joint resolution of the Common Council of the 
city of New York, I have the honor to solicit your attendance at the 
funeral ceremonies td be observed in this city on the completion of the 
Monument erected to the memory of the late Major-General Wittrax J. 
Worrn, on the 25th day of November, 1857, on which occasion his 
remains are to be re-interred and finally deposited in their last resting- 
place. : 

It is earnestly hoped that your public duties and private engagements 
may permit you to participate, by your presence, in an object so inter- 
‘esting as this, by which the people of this city propose to testify their love 
and veneration for heroic deeds and patriotic services, reflecting lustre on 
the country at large. 

On behalf of the Joint Committee, 

L have the honor to submit myself, your obed’t serv't; 
MORGAN L. HARRIS, Chairman. 
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The following special invitation was extended to Mr. 
Roserr Macoy, R. W. Deputy Grand Master of the Society 
of Free and Accepted Masons : 

Cry Hate, 
New York, Nov. 18, 1857. 
Ropern Macoy, Esq. 

Drar Sm—On behalf of the Common Council, T have the honor to 
invite, through you, the Must Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons of the State of New York, and the Subordinate Lodges, 
to participate in the ceremonies to be observed on the 25th day of No- 
‘vember, 1857, at the completion of the Monument erected to the memory 
of the late Major-General Wint1am J. Worrx, on which occasion his 
remains will be re-interred and finally deposited therein. 

Tn accordance with a resolution adopted by the Joint Committee, the 
civic societies who intend to participate, will report to me on Saturday, 
at 2 o'clock, p.at., Room No. 8, City Hall. 

Respeetfully, 
MORGAN L. HARRIS, 
Chairman of Committee. 





The following invitation was also extended to the family 
of the deceased : 
Cyry Hane, 
New York, Nov. 18, 1857. 
To the Widow of the late Maj. Gen. Wx. J. Wonrti : 

Resrecrep Mapan—The pl but mournful duty has been assigned 
to me to invite the family of the late Major-General Winrtaw J. Worms, 
to be present on the occasion of the inauguration of the Monument to be 
erected to his memory, on the 25th day of November, 1857, on which 
occasion his remains will be deposited in their final resting-place. 

By communicating to me the views of the family in regard to any 
arrangement they may propose, especially with reference to the selection 
of the officiating clergyman, you will greatly facilitate the arrangements 
to be carried out on this solemn occasion, and oblige 

‘Your humble and obedient servant, 
MORGAN L. HARRIS, 
Chairman Joint Committee. 
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Tn reply to the above, the following was received : 


Mn, Hares: 

Sm—Providence permitting, I will, with my fumily, be in New York 
on the 25th of November, the day appointed for paying the last honors to 
the memory. of my husband. Ihave no suggestions to make in regard to 
the arrangements, fully believing that all my wishes will be anticipated by 
the friends who have thus far taken so deep an interest in the completion of 
the Monument. I should desire to have Bishop Porrer invited as officiat- 
ing clergyman ; Dr. Srevens, of Philadelphia, and Dr. Van Renssetarr, 
of Burlington, New Jersey, as friends of the family ; the Officers and Pro- 
fessors of the Military Academy, West Point, and at Governor’s Island. 
Of any other officers who may be in New York, who are friends of the 
family, you will be able to learn through Col. Myers, at the Quarter 
Master's office, No. 4 State street, New York. 

Ishall be at the St. Nicholas on Monday evening. Should you desire to 
consult me in refereuce to any of the arrangements, I shall be glad to 
hear from you. 

‘Truly, your friend, 
Mrs. WORTH. 

Aunaxy, Nov. 19th, 1837. 


Your Committee immediately proceeded to comply with 
the requests of the family, and invited the Right Reverend 
Horatio Porter, to officiate as clergyman. 


The reply reéeived from the Right Reverend Bishop 


Porter is as follows: 
New Yor, 33 West 24th street, 


November 234, 1857. 
Dear Sim—My sense of the public services of the late General Worrs, 
and my respect for the wishes of Mrs. Worrs, would make me anxious 
to comply with the request of the Committee, transmitted by you to me, 
to officiate at the funeral services on Wednesday, were it in my power to 
do so. But before the invitation reached me, I stood engaged for a ser- 
vice which will take me ont of town to-morrow, and which may prevent 
me from being intown on Wednesday. With my most respectful regards, 
therefore, to Mis. Worrnr, and to the other members of the family, I must 
ask them to select another person. 
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It may not be remembered by Mrs. Worrti,-or by the Committee, that 
the Rey. Dr. Vistox, of Trinity parish, in this city, was formerly in the 
army; that Gen. Worrs was his commander, and that he officiated at 
the interment at Greenwood. If there be no other person in view, I 
would suggest his name. 

Respectfully, yours, 
HORATIO POTTER. 


Your Commitiee, after receiving the intelligence that 
Bishop Porrer would be debarred by prior engagement of 
a similar nature from participating, addressed the follow- 
ing lines to the Rev. Francis Vinton: 


Cry Hatt, Room No. 8, 


New York, November 24th, 1857. 
Rey. Francis Vinton, D. D.: 


Reverexp axp Dear Sin—In consequence of other engagements, - 
which require the absence of Bishop Porter from the city, he bas com- 
municated to the Committee of Arrangements that it will not be possible 
for him to olliciate in the obsequies to be observed on the 25th inst., at 
the inanguration of the Monument, and the re-interment of the remains 
of the late lamented Major-General Wauuram J. Worrn; I therefore 
haye the honor to make application to you, and to request that you will 
attend on this occasion for that purpose. 

‘The Committee earnestly ask that you will endeavor to comply with 
the request, and trust that nothing may prevent you from accepting it, 
and rendering this most important service. 

On behalf of the Joint Committee of the Common Council, I have the 


honor to be 
Your most obedient servant, 


MORGAN L. HARRIS, Chairman. 


And in answer, the following was received : 


Sr. Paut's Misstox Roow, 
No. 81 Vesey street, Nov. 24, 1857. 
Morcax L. Hanns, Esq., Chairman: 
Sin—I shall comply with the request of the Committee, to officiate at 
the obsequies of the late Major-General Worri. He was my commander 
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in the Corps of Cadets at West Point. It wasmy pious but melancholy 
duty to bury him at Greenwood. He was honored and loved by me. 

To be called to participate in the inauguration of a Monument, which 
the public gratitude is erecting to his memory, and to solemnize his inter- 
ment with the offices of the church, is an honor, and, I may add, a satis- 
faction to me. 

With profound sympathies for Mrs. Worra, and the bereaved family, 
and with respect for the Committee, 

Tremain your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS VINTON. 


The following communication was received from the 
Hon. Joun W. Epaonps : 

November 20, 1857. 
To the Joint Special Committee on the Worth Monument: 

Geyriees—Agreeable to your request, I give you a list of such rela- 
tives as I now think of, beyond the General’s own immediate family, which 
consists of his wife, one son, and three daughters. 

T would suggest your sending an invitation to each one, stating in it 
where they shall meet on the 25th, so as to go together to take their 
place in the procession. 

Tf, on the arrival of Mrs. Worrn here, or on the return of my clerk 
from Albany, any farther names of relatives are given me, I will hand 
them to you. 

Thave put down the numbers in each family that would be likely to 
attend. . 


RELATIVES TO BE INVITED : 
J. W. Epwonps, (3) No. 293 Fifth avenue. 


Col. Henny L. Wess, (1) * “ 
F. W. Epxonps, (4) Bronxville, Westchester Co. 
Mrs, Frasczs Lonp, (1) “ « 


G. W. Leake, (4) Cashier People’s Bank. 
Jossra 8. York, (3) Bancroft House. 
Mr. Jouy N. Guy, (2) [care of J. W. Epaowps.] 
‘Mrs. Ror Frany, (2) Hudson, N. ¥. 
Mrs. G. A. Wont, (3) No. 131 West 23d street. 
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Frank W. Wonra, (1) Broker, Wall street. 
J. Lawnexcn Wonrn, (2) Park Bank. 
Tuonas Wortu, (2) City Bank. 

T. W. Oucorr, (4) Albany. 
'T. W. Oxcorr, Jn, (2) “ 
‘Tuzovons Oxcorr, (2) New York. 

. Horatio Oxcorr, Cherry Valley, N. Y. 
Tostan Oxcorr, Hudson, N. Y. 

Riemann J. Wants,“ « 





Yours, 


J. W. EDMONDS. 
Alderman Harris. 


In accordance with the preceding communication, invi- 
tations were extended to the parties named therein. 


Your Committee will further state, that through their 
wishes, Major-General Sanprorp issued the following 
orders : 


FIRST DIVISION NEW YORK STATE MILITIA. 
DIVISION ORDERS. 
New Yorx, November 17, 1857. 

Since the issning of the Division Orders of the 10th November, the 
Common Council of the city has made arrangements to remove the re- 
mains of Major-General Worra, on Wednesday, the 25th instant, from 
Greenwood Cemetery, to the Monument: to be erected to his memory, at * 
the junction of Broadway and Fifth avenue. 

‘The parade and review in commemoration of the day will take place 
at 11 o'clock, upon the Battery, as directed in Division Orders of the 
10th instant. 

All military corps from other cities and villages, desirous of partici- 
pating in the ceremonies of the day, will report to the Division Inspector, 
upon the Battery, at half past 10 o'clock, aar. 

After passing the City Hall, the Division will form line in Broadway 
with the right on Murray street, and will wheel into line with the left in 
front, as soon as the funeral procession is formed. 
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The line of march will be up Broadway to the Monument, upon reach- 
ing which the Division will form line on the west side of Broadway, until 
the body with the civie procession bas passed. 

‘The 71st Regiment is detailed as a guard of honor for the occasion. 
Col. Vosnurc will detail a detachment to receive the body at the City 
Hall, on Tuesday, at 3 p.x., and to remain on duty until the procession is 
formed. 

Col. Vosnure will make his requisition upon the Commissary-General 
for three rounds of blank ammunition for his regiment. 

‘The Major-General, by request of the Commities of Arrangements of 
the Common Couneil, respectfully invites all officers of the army and navy 
of the United States, desirous of participating in the ceremonies proposed 
by the Committee, upon the removal of the remains to the Monument, to 
assemble on the 25th of November instant, at the Governor's Room, in 
the City Hall, at 11 o'clock, a.x. 

‘The Major-General also invites the several corps of uniformed militia 
troops, within a convenient distance of the city, desirous to participate in 
the faneral honors to be rendered on the occasion, to report themselvesto 
the Division Inspector of the First Division, upon the Battery, at half 
past 10 o'clock, aa, precisely. 

‘The military corps of Albany, Troy and Hudson, the former residences 
and birth-place of the lamented Wonmu, are especially invited to attend. 

AN] officers of the militia not on duty are invited to attend, in fall uni- 
form, and to assemble in the Governor's Room, City Hall, at 11 o'clock, 


aac, By order of 
Major-General SANDFORD. 


R. ©. Wernore, Division Inspector. 


The following orders were also issued by Col. Vospurc, 

of the T1st regiment : 
AMERICAN GUARD. 
‘sr Recmrexr N.Y. S. Manta. 
Heap-Quarrers, New York, Nov. 18, 1857. 
REGIMENTAL ORDEN NO. 13, 

In compliance with Division and Brigade orders, the officers and mem- 
bers of this regiment are hereby ordered to assemble at the armory, in 
full uniform, for parade, on Wednesday, the 25th inst. 
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‘The line will be formed in Broome street,,the right on Broadway, at 
a quarter past 8 o'clock, a.m. 

‘The band and field musi¢ will report to the Adjutant, at the armory, 
at halfpast 8 o'clock. 

The music committee are directed to have the drums covered with 
lack crape or thin black serge, by the 24th inst. 

Quarter-master, Buckrxonax is ‘directed to make requisition upon the 
Commissary-General for 1,200 rounds of blank cartridge. 

‘The field and staff will report to the Colonel, at the armory, at a quar- 
ter past 8 o'clock. 

Upon this occasion, the Committee of Arrangements of the Common 
Council for the funeral obsequies of the late lamented and gallant Major- 
General Worrs,, whose remains are to be taken from the receiving vault 
at Greenwood Cemetery, and deposited in their last resting-place, beneath 
the Monument erected by the Common Council of this city, have, by a 
unanimous request, desired Major-General Sanvrorp to detail the Sev- 
enty-first as a “ guard of honor,” which having been acceded to, the regi- 
ment, upon this occasion, will have the high and distinguished honor of 
guarding the last mortal remains of the hero to the tomb, where he will 
rest, surrounded by his fellow-countrymen, by whom he was loved so well- 
By order of 

Con, A. S. VOSBURG. 

A. G, Demarest, Adjutant. 


Your Committee will further state, that owing to the 
shortness of the days at this season of the year, they 
deemed it expedient to have the body removed from Green- 
wood Cemetery the day before the contemplated occasion, 
go as to have the same in readiness at an early hour the 
next morning, and to prevent delay. It was therefore ar- 
ranged for the Committee to meet at the City Hall, at 10 
o’clock, A.M., on the morning of the 23d, and proceed in 
carriages to Greenwood, and have the body removed to the 
Governor’s room, where the same might lay in state until 
it was necessary for its removal to its final resting-place. 

2 
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Publicity being given of the intentions of the Committee 
in this instance, called forth the following note, which was ~ 
‘addressed to the Chairman of the Joint Committee : 


Drar Sin—I take great pleasure in introducing Capt. Spraaue, of 
Brooklyn, who commands the National Guard of that city, a very spirited 
-and excellent company. 

Capt. Spracue desires to tender the services of his Company for duty 
‘at the Greenwood Cemetery, and from there to the city, at the time of 
the removal of the remains on ‘Tuesday next. 

Ifthe Committee should decide to accept the services of our escort, I 
would recommend Capt. Spracve and his Company, as an unexception- 
able corps for that duty. 7 

Lam, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
CHAS. W. SANDFORD. 

Ald. Moncay L. Hannts, Chairman, §c. 


The following was sent in reply : 
Cny Hat, 
b New York, Nov. 19, 1857. 
Gen. Cuas. W. Sanprorp : 

Dear Sim—The Committee have instructed me to inform you that they 
accept the offer in relation to Capt. Spracue’s Company to escort the 
Committee to and from Greenwood, on the day of the removal of the 
body, and have also decided to leave the whole military arrangements 
with you. 

They desire, however, that a company of the 71st Regiment shall meet 
the body at the ferry on this side, and escort it to the Hall; and wish 
also to have the 7Ist Regiment detailed as a guard of honor on the day 
of the ceremonies. 

Very respectfully, 
MORGAN L. HARRIS, 
Chairman Committee. 


On the morning of the 24th inst. your Committee pro- 
ceeded to Greenwood, and received the body, where they 
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were met by the National Guard of Brooklyn, Captain 
Spracur, who escorted the body to South Ferry, on New 
York side, and was there met by Company F, 71st Regi- 
ment, Captain Tompxrys, who received and escorted it to 
the Goyernor’s Room, City Hall, where it was deposited 
temporarily, under guard of Company F, 71st Regiment. 
The doors of the Governor’s Room were opened, and the 
citizens, through the night, were allowed to view the coffin. 


On the 25th inst., the body was finally deposited beneath 
the Monument, of which a full description of the exercises 
and ceremonies of the memorable day will be found in the 
following sequel. 


WILLIAM WILSON, of 
WILLIAM COULTER. Aldermen. 


PETER FULLMER, Committee on part 
PETER CRAWFORD, of 
ALEX. HEMPHILL, Councilmen. 


MORGAN L. HARRIS, \ Committee on part 
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ANSWERS TO INVITATIONS. 


‘The following answers were received in reply to the invi- 
dations extended to be present and participate : 


Wasuineton Ciry, Nov. 21st, 1857. 

My Dear Sm :—I have received your kind invitation,on 
behalf of the Mayor and Common Council of the city of 
New York, to attend “on the occasion of the completion of 
the Monument in the city to the ae of the late Major- 
General Wint1am J. Worrs.” 

I sincerely regret that it will not be in my power to 
accept this invitation. Pressing and important public 
business at this season of the year, so near the meeting of 
Congress, renders it impossible for me to be absent from 
my duties. Under other circumstances I should gladly 
embrace the opportunity you present of testifying my re- 
spect for the memory of the gallant, patriotic and accom- 
plished Worrs. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
JAMES BUCHANAN. 

Morcean L, Harris, Chairman, 

Joint Special Committee, dc. 


Wasuineton Crry, Nov. 19, 1857. 


Sir :—Be pleased to tender to the Joint Committee my 
thanks for their invitation to attend the funeral ceremonies 
to be observed on the 25th inst., in the city of New York, 
on the completion of the Monument erected to the memory 
of Major-General Worrs, and my excuse for declining to 
be present on that interesting occasion. My official duties 
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will necessarily detain me here; but though absent, I shall 
fully participate in all those sentiments, which this mani- 
festation of public feeling is so well calculated to in- 
spire. 
Lam, dear Sir, respectfully, yours, 
LEWIS, CASS. 
Moraan L. Harris, Chairman, N. Y. 





State of New York, Exeoutive Department, 
Axpany, Noy. 23d, 1857. 
Morcan L. Harris, Esq., 


Chairman of Joint Committee : 


Sir :—I beg leave to say in reply to your communication 
of the 18th inst., which was only received on my return to 
this city on Saturday last, that I will attend the funeral 
ceremonies to be observed on the completion of the Monu- 
ment to late Major-General Wort, on the 25th inst. 

Very respectfully, your obdt. serv’t, 
JOHN A. KING. 





State of New York, Scorotary’s Office, A 
Axpany, Noy. 24th, 1857) 
Dear Sir:—My absence from the city has prevented me 
from receiving your note of invitation till to-day. Nothing 
could be more in accordance with my feelings than to join 
in paying a tribute of respect to the gallant Worrn. The 
city honors itself as well as him, in erecting 2 Monument to 
his memory. Ishall avail myself of your polite invitation, 
and be present, if possible. IfT am not, it will be owing to 
the contents of a mail to-night, that I am daily expecting. 
Yours, very respectfully, 


J. B. HEADLEY. 
Morcan L. Harris, Esq. 
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State of New York, Adjutant-General’s Office, 


ALBANY, Nov. 23d, 1857. 
Morean L. Harnis, Esq., 


Chairman Joint Special Committee: 

Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of an 
invitation to be present at the ceremonies of the re-inter- 
mentof the remains of General Worru. I shall be present 
on that occasion. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient sery’t, 
FRED’K TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant- General. 
Troy, N. Y., Noy. 21st, 1857. 

Sm :—I had the honor to receive, the 20th inst., your in- 
vitation in behalf of the Common Council of New York, 
to attend the funeral ceremonies to be observed in New 
York on the 25th of November, 1857, on the completion of 
the Monument erected to the memory of the late Major- 
General Wintiam J. Worts. 

Agreeably thereto, I will do myself the honor to be 
present and participate in the ceremonies so justly due to 
the memory of a gallant and distinguished son of the State 
of New York. 

Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 


JOHN E. WOOL. 
Morean L. Harris, Esq., 


Chairman of Joint Commitee. 


Lieutenant-General Scorr has the honor to acknowledge 
the invitation on the part of the Corporation of the city 
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of New York, through their Joint Committee, to attend 
the completion of the Wort Monument, on the 25th inst., 
and to say that he leaves the city a day earlier, to meet the 
Secretary of War. 


Aupany, Noy. 20th, 1857. 
Dear Sir:—The Albany Worth Guards intend being 
present in your city, at the Worrn celebration on the 
25th inst. 
In making out your programme, please have it under- 
stood, so that a position may be assigned us. 
We intend to arrive in New York on the morning of the 
25th, and will quarter at Tammany Hall during our stay. 
Yours, &e., 
M. K. BRYAN, 
Albany Worth Guards, 
Van Vechten Hall, Albany.. 
Alderman M. L. Harris, 
Ch’n Com. Arrangements. 


Axpany, Nov. 24th, 1857. 

Dear Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of 
invitation in behalf of the Mayor and Common Council of 
the city of New York, to attend the celebration of the ob- 
sequies of Major-General Worrn. I sincerely regret, it is 
out of my power to attend. It would be a high gratifica- 
tion to show my profound respect to the memory of an old 
and intimate friend—to one of the braves of the Union—one 
whose sword was ever ready to leap from its seabbard at 
his country’s call—one who was as successful in vanquish- 
ing the savage, as the veteran of England, “ Whose host. _ 
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coped with host, and dire was the din of war.” The gallant, 
chivalric WorvH was ever seen, with waving plume, in the 
heat of combat, leading to victory. His fame will endure, 
when his Monument shall have crumbled. 

With great respect, 

Tam your ob’t servt., 
J. T. COOPER, 
Major-General Third Division. 
To Morean L. Harris, Esq., 
Chairman Joint Special Committee, &e. 


98 West Thirty-second strost, New York, 
Nov. 24, 1857, 2 p.m. 
Dear Sir :—I have this moment received your communi- 
cation of the 18th instant, and regret exceedingly that the 
necessity of my proceeding this afternoon to Washington, 
under peremptory orders, as a witness before a Court of 
Inquiry, will deprive me of the satisfaction of participating 
in the funeral ceremonies of to-morrow; a circumstance the 
more to be regretted by me, as the heroic and lamented 
Worra was not only a personal friend of mine, but one for 
whose character, as a brave and skillful soldier, I have al- 
ways entertained the most exalted estimate, and for whose 
memory the highest reverence. 
With great respect, I am, 
Dear Sir, your obed’t serv’t, 
M. C. PERRY. 
Morean L. Harris, Esq., 
Chairman Joint Committee. 
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State of New York, Society of the Cincinnati, 
4 Irvine Pace, Noy. 18, 1857. 
Dear Sir :—It is perhaps proper for me to inform you 
that Gen. Wort was an honorary member of this Society. 
If it is agreeable to the Committee, we will unite in the 
approaching solemnitics of the re-interment of his remains. 
If it should be desired by the Committee, (but not intend- 
ing to obtrude upon your arrangements) I can furnish the 
names of one or more members of the Society to act as 
pall-bearers. 
Very respectfully, 
ALEX. B. THOMPSON, Seeretary. 
Alderman Harris, Chairman, dc. 


City Clerk’s Office, Brooklyn, 
November 24th, 1857. 
To Morean L. Harris, Esq., Chairman, ce. : 
Sm :—At a meeting of the Common Council of the city 
of Brooklyn, held Monday evening, Nov. 23d, 1857, a reso- 
lution was adopted, of which the following is a copy : 


Resolved, That the members of this Common Council 
will meet in the Common Council chamber at 11 o’clock’on 
the morning of Wednesday, November 25th, with their 
staves of office, for the purpose of proceeding to New York, 
to unite with the Common Council of that city in the cere- 
monies of the day, and that the Heads/of Departments: be} 
invited to meet and unite with them on that occasion. 


‘The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee to 
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make the necessary arrangements to carry out the foregoing 
resolution : 

Aw. WILLIAM W. WALSH, Aw. JAMES R. DEL VECCHIO, 

“ WILLIAM E. RUSSELL, “ JOHNS. BOGART, 
Aw. MARTIN KALBFLEISCH. 
Respectfully, 
WM. G. BISHOP, 

City Clerk, de. 

Crry Haun, Nov. 20, 1857. 
Morean L. Harnis, Hsq., 
Chairman Committee, &c. : 

Dear Sm:—I much regret that absence from the city 
will deprive me of the pleasure of participating in the cere- 
monies in honor of the memory of the brave Gen. Worrn. 
He was for many years a personal friend, and I greatly. 
appreciate his worth and eminent services rendered to his 
country. These considerations increase the regret I shall 
experience at being absent on this most interesting occa- 
sion. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, yours, 


HENRY E. DAVIES. 


Unica, Noy. 21st, 1857. 

Sir :—I should be glad to show my appreciation of the 
personal and military character of the late Major-General 
Worts, by assisting at the funeral solemnities which are 
to be observed upon the final interment of his remains in 
the city of New York, on the 25th instant, under the direc- 
tion of the Common Council. 

Our history, I presume, does not afford a more brilliant 
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illustration of personal bravery and of all the military vir-- 
tues, than that which is furnished by the life of this illus- 
trious General ; and I am gratified that the authorities of 
your city have undertaken to engrave it upon the public 
mind by a striking and impressive ceremony. 
T regret that I shall not be able to be present on the 
occasion. 
1 am, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
HIRAM DENIO. 
Morean L. Harris, Bsq., 
Chairman of the Committee. 


New York, Nov. 23d, 1857. 

Sir :—I have received this day your respected letter of 
the 16th instant, informing me that the Joint Committee 
of the Common Council, of which you are Chairman, have 
selected me as one of the pall-bearers in the funeral obse- 
quies in commemoration of the distinguished and lamented 
Major-General WittiaM J. Wortn, and I beg leave in reply 
to express my grateful acknowledgments to the Committee 
for the honor conferred upon me, and deeply regret that 
unavoidable circumstances prevent its acceptance ; as it 
would have been most gratifying to me to pay the last 
tribute of respect to this gallant and accomplished officer. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Your friend and servant, 
CAMPBELL P. WHITE. 
Hon. Morcan L. Harris, 
Chairman, ce., de. 
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Axpany, N. Y., Nov. 24, 1857. 
To Morcan L. Harris, Esq,, 
Chairman Joint Commitiee, de. : 

Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your invitation to attend the funeral solemnities to be ob- 
served in New York, on the completion of the Monument 
erected to the memory of the late Major-General Winuias 
J. Worrn, on the 25th inst. While in common with my 
fellow-citizens I hold in high estimation the military ser- 
vices of the very brave and gallant officer whose memory 
they strive to perpetuate, circumstances over which I have 
no control prevent me from attending them to-morrow. 

I am, Sir, respectfully, 
Your most ob’t serv’t, 
GHO. TALCOTT, 


Pumapeputa, Noy. 24, 1857. 

Dear Sir:--In the absence of Gen. CanwaLaper from 
this city, I received your letter inviting him to participate 
in the funeral ceremonies to be observed in your city, on 
the completion of the Monument erected to the memory of 
the late Major-General Wort, on the 25th inst. 

Thave to inform you that he will not return here for 
several days, which will prevent his acceptance of your 
invitation. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
DAVID F. FOLEY. 

Morean L. Harris, Esq., 

Chairman Joint Committee, dc. 
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Brycuamton, Nov. 20, 1857. 

Dear Sm :—It would afford me melancholy pleasure to 
attend the funeral ceremonies of the late General Wort, 
on the 25th instant, to which you have so kindly invited 
me, but imperative engagements prevent. 

Tn common with one who knew him well, I revere his 
name and cherish his memory as one of the best men and 
bravest Generals which our country has ever produced. 

Thaye the honor to be, yours, sincerely, 
D. §. DICKINSON. 

The Hon. Morcan L. Harris, 

Chairman Committee, de. 


Doe. No. 21.) 30 
* 


PROGRAMME OF ARRANGEMENTS, 
FOR THE 


Ceremonies to be observed, on the completion and Inauguration 
of the Worth Monument, Nov. 25th, 1857. 


The Joint Special Committee of the Common Council on 
the subject of the Worra Monument, respectfully announce 
to the public, that on the 25th instant—on which occasion 
General Worru’s remains will be finally re-interred—the 
procession will move from the Park at 12, m., and will pro- 
ceed up Broadway to Fourteenth street, to Fifth avenue, 
up Fifth avenue to Twenty-fifth street, the site for the erec- 
tion of the Monument. 

The solemnities to be observed at the Monument will be 
as follows : 

1st. The receiving and depositing of the relics in the box 
which is to be placed in the corner-stone. 

2d. The oration to be delivered by his Honor the Mayor. 

3d. The religious ceremonies and benediction by the 
Rev. Dr. Vinton, who will be associated with the Rev. Dr. 
Van Reysseazr, of Burlington, New Jersey, and the Rev. 
Dr. Srevens, of Philadelphia. 

4th. The dedication ceremony by the Masonic Fraternity. 

The ceremonies will then conclude by the firing of three 
volleys by the 71st Regiment, Col. Vossurcu, “the Guard ~ 
of Honor for the day.” 


The arrangements of the day will be under the command 
and direction of the Committee. 
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The Committee also respectfully make the following re- 
quests, viz : 


That the several persons having charge of the church 
and fire alarm bells in the city will cause the same to be 
tolled from the hour of 12, m., until the close of the cere- 
monies. 


That the owners and masters of vessels in the harbor and 
the proprietors of the various public buildings in the city, 
will display their colors at half-mast from 12 o’clock, m., 
until the close of the ceremonies. 


‘That our fellow-citizens will close their several places of 
business during the day. 


That the owners and proprietors of public and private 
conveyances will cause their vehicles to be kept out of the 
following named streets, which the various organizations 
will form in, viz :—Whitehall street, Broadway, and Park 
Row. 


The clergy and pall-bearers are requested to meet in the 
Council Chamber, at 11, a.m., on the day in question. 


The relatives of the deceased are requested to meet at 
the Governor’s Room, at 11, a.m. 


The civie societies, firemen, é&c., are requested to form 
in Centre street, the right resting on Chambers street. 


The citizens generally can have a fair opportunity of 
viewing the catafalque and coffin in front of the Hall, be- 
tween the hours of 10 and 12, a.m, as the Committee have 
made suitable arrangements with the police to admit every 
person to pass around the car and behold the same. 
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All persons desiring to haye relies placed in the box, 
to be placed in the corner-stone of the Monument, can do 
so by forwarding them to Alderman Brunt, No. 8 City 
Ball. 


Committee : 
MORGAN L. HARRIS; PETER CRAWFORD, 
WILLIAM WILSON, ALEX. R. HEMPHILL, 
PETER FULLMER, GEO. W. WARNER, 
WILLIAM COULTER, CHARLES DOTY, 
ORISON BLUNT, W. JUDSON, 


The various organizations are particularly requested to 
form in the following order, viz : 

1. The military of this and other cities, under the com- 
mand of Major-General SanpForp. 

2.. The officiating clergymen. 

3. The pall-bearers and funeral car, drawn by sixteen 
white horses, and the Tlst Regiment, Col. Vossurau, as a 
Guard of Honor. 

4, Horse of Gen. Wort, caparisoned and led. 

5. The relatives and friends of the deceased. 

6. The Mayor, Common Council and Corporation officers. 

7. The Mayor and Common Council, and Corporation 
officers of Brooklyn. 

8. The officers of the late war .with Mexico, mounted, 
and the First Regiment of New York Volunteers. 

9. Soldiers of 1812. 

10. The United States Officers, both military and civil. 
11. The Society of Free and Accepted Masons. 

12. The Cincinnati Society. 

13. The Tammany Society. 

14, The Firemen. 

15. The Civic Societies and Citizens. 
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PROGRAMME OF THE CEREMONIES. 


The following was the order of procession on the arrival 
of the military at the Park : 


HisjExcellency Joun A, Krxc, Governor of New York, 
With full mounted Staff. 
Major-General Wricut, of New Jersey. 
Brigadier-General Hatrietp, of New Jersey. 
First Division N. Y. S. Militia, in reverse order. 
FOURTH BRIGADE, 
Manahan’s Band. 
Sixty-ninth Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Ryan. 
Band. 
Twelfth Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Cocks. 
Band. 
Eleventh Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Van Buren. 
Band. 
Tenth Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Hatsgy. 
Band. 
Troop of Cavalry. 
Brigade Staff. 
Brigadier-General Jonn Ewen. 
‘THIRD BRIGADE, 
La Fayette Guard Band. 
Fifty-fifth Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Le Gat. 
Shelton’s Band. 
Ninth Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Pri. 
Washington Brass Band. 
Highth Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Lyons. 
National Guard Band. 
Seventh Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Duryzs. 
3 
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Major Carrer and officers of the Staff of the City Bat- 
talion of Newark, New Jersey. 
Troop of Washington Grays as Brigade Escort. 
# Brigade Staff. 
Brigadier-General Duryea and Staff, of Brooklyn. 
Major-General Haun. 
SECOND BRIGADE, 
New York Brass Band. 
Sixth Regiment, (Infantry) Col. Prvoxnny. 
Band. 
Fifth Regiment (Infantry) Col, Scuawarrawauper. 
Band. 
Fourth Regiment, (Light Artillery) Col. Hinoxrn. 
Troop of Horse as Escort. 
Brigade Staff. 
Brigadier-General Cuartes Yates. 
FIRST BRIGADE, 
Band. 
Veteran Corps, (Artillery) Capt. Raynor. * 
Mounted Band. 
Third Regiment, (Hussars) Col. Postiny. 
Robertson’s Band. 
Second Regiment, (Infantry and Rifles) Col. Rosrson. 
Heller’s Mounted Band. 
First Regiment, (Artillery and Cavalry) Col. Ryser. 
Troop of Horse as Escort. 
Brigade Staff. 
Brigadier-General C. W. Spicur. 

Division Staff of the First Division. 
‘Troop of Horse as Hscort. 
Major-General Craries W.Sanprorp, Commanding First 
Division N. Y. State Militia. 

The Officiating Clergymen, in Carriages. 
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The Pall-Bearers, in Carriages, who were as follows : 


Geo. PHILIP SCHUYLER, Gen. JOHN §. VAN RENSSELAER, 
RICHARD V. DEWITT, Col. JOHN VAN BUREN, 
“ WARD B. BURNETT, “ ALEXANDER MING, 
“ P.M. WETMORE, “ALBERT C. RAMSEY, 
“ HENRY J. STORMS, Maj. CADY, U.S. A. 
“ HENRY T. KEIRSTED, “" EGBERD L. VIELE, 
“ GARRET H. STRIKER, Capt. HUDSON, U. S. 





“ JOHN LLOYD, “JOHN B. BURS' 
Dodworth’s Band. 
Seventy-first Regiment, Col. Vossure, as a guard of honor, 
marching in reversed order, with arms reversed. 





CATAFALQUE. 


In a hollow square, formed by details from the 
Seventy-first Regiment. 
Horse of Gen. Wort, caparisoned and led. 
Twenty Carriages containing the Mourners, Friends, Rela- 
tives and Connections of the deceased General, viz : 


GEN. WORTH'S FAMILY: 


‘Mrs. WORTH, Ma, 

‘Mas. SPRAGUE asp Tanex Cunpnes, Tin 

‘Miss MARGARET WORTH, 

Miss JOSEPHINE WORTH, . Axp Mrs. J. F. BACON, 

Mr, WILLIAM J. WORTH, EMMA BRIGHT 
Caper HENRY WORTH. 





is, McKOWN, 
ax Mus. GILBERT, 





G, A. WORTH'S FAMILY: 
‘Mrs, WORTH axp Two Davonrers, F. W. WORTH, 
Mr. axp Mrs. J. L. WORTH, ‘Mn. axp Mus. THOS. WORTH. 
OLCOTT FAMILY: 


JOSIAH OLCOTT anv Two Davenrens, RICHARD J. WELLS inp Fawrey, 
T. W. OLCOTT axp Fasnny. 
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EDMONDS FAMILY: 


‘Mrs, FRARY xp Davouren, J. 8. YORK, Wire axp Sox, 
Cox. HENRY L. WEBB, F. W. EDMONDS, Wire axp Cutt 
J. W. EDMONDS axp Davanrer, DREN. 
G. W. LEAKE, Wire arp Cntnpnex, Mit. aNp Mus. J. GUNN, 
Mas. J- LORD. 


Members of the Joint Committee of the Common Council. 
His Honor Mayor Woon, 
and the Common Council and Corporation Officers of the 
city of New York, with their staves and badges of office. 
His Honor Mayor Powe, 
and the Common Council and Corporation Officers of the 
city of Brooklyn, with their staves and badges of office. 
Band. 

Officers of the late war in Mexico, mounted. 
Remnant of the First Regiment New York Volunteers. 
Field Music. 

Veteran Soldiers of 1812. 

Officers of the U. S. Army. 

Officers of the U. S. Navy. 

U.S. Civil Officers. 

Judges and Officers of the Civil and Criminal Courts. 
The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the 
State of New York. 

The Banner of the Grand Lodge. 

Band. 

Grand Marshal—Henry W. Turner. 

Special AidsC. F. Newron and Wiii1am Gurney. 
Subordinate Lodges under the jurisdiction of the M. W. 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York. 

The Society of the Cincinnati. 
The Tammany Society. 
Citizens. 

Police. 
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Upon the arrival of the Procession at the Monument, the 
ceremonies were observed in the following order : 


Ist. The receiving and depositing of the relics in the box 
to be placed in the corner-stone, as follows: 





Newspapers of the day ;—New York Express, Times, Sun, Tribune, 
Herald, News, Evening Post, Courier and Enquirer, and Journal of 
Commerce. 1 

A Bible of the New York Bible Society. 

Report of the Jackson Gold Box Committee. 

Copy of Invitations of the Committee on the Worth Ceremonies. 

Copy of Joint Proceedings of both Boards of the Common Council for 
1856, with the entire account of the Monument. 

American Coin, 

Newspaper articles of the Funeral Procession of General Wasurvarox 
on the 14th of December, 1799. 

‘Transactions of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the 
state of New York, 1857. 

‘Transactions of the Grand Lodge, emergent meeting, Nov. 20, 1857. 

‘Washington ; an exemplification of the Principles of Freemasonry; an 
Oration delivered in the Metropolitan Hall, Nov. 4, 1852, by Srernen 
H. Tyxo, p.n. 

Valentine's History of New York. 

Constitutions and General Regulations of the Most Ancient and Hon- 
orable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New 
York. Adopted 1854. 

Macoy's Masonic Manual, containing the Rituals of Freemasonry. 

Circular addressed to the Fraternity in relation to the ceremonies of 
dedicating the Monument. 

List of Lodges under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the State 
of New York. 

Circular addressed to the Fratemity of Free and Accepted Masons of 
the State of New York, by the M. W. Jonny L. Lewis, Jn., Grand 
Master, 1857. 

Circular addressed to the Fraternity by the R. W. Roverr Macox, 
Deputy Grand Master. 
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American Quarterly Review of Freemasonry and kindred Sciences, 
Nos. T and II. 
Several copies of the By-Laws of Subordinate Lodges. 
‘Proceedings of the Grand Commandery for 1857. 
Constitution of the Grand Commandery, adopted 1857. 
Master Mason’s Certificate. 
Norton's Literary Letters, comprising American papers of interest. 
‘Comptroller Flagg’s Report for 1854 and 1855. 
,, Biography of the Sketch of Capt. Joux F, Carrys, by Wallace. 
Cohen Roll of the Wells Light Guard. > 
A piece of the iron chain that crossed the river at West Point. 
A piece of old Fort Putnam, 
‘Tenth note of South Carolina, 1776. 
Catalogue of the New York Free Academy, together with the An- 
nual Medal. 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Metropolitan Social Club. 
By-Laws and History of the Odd Fellows’ Hall Association. 
Confederate O, of B. ©. B.S. A.J. 1.1001, B. 0. of the V. G. M. 
©. or Sons of the S, and the F, 0. B. 
Valentine's Manual, 1857. 
Manual of the State of New York. 
One of Colt’s Revolving Pistols. 
State Manual. 
Sprig of Orange, Myrtle and Fir Evergreen. 
A French Letter Lock. 
Report of the New York Ophthalmic Hospital for 1856. 
Boll of the Fourth Regiment N. ¥. 8. ML, Light Artillery, Company 
F, Capt. Jaies MeManox. 
Medal of the Union of the Erie Canal and Atlantic Ocean. 
Pennies, coinage of 1812 and 1787. 
Commission of General Worrt, on parchment. 
Masonic Emblems, mannfactured from the Charter Oak, and a history 
of its fall. 
History of New York, in pamphlet form, 170 years ago. 
Address of Isaac Fernts, p.p., L41.D., with the Fourth Report of the 
Surgeons of the Surgical Department of the University of New York. 
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2d. Oration by His Honor the Mayor, as follows : 
‘WE COMB 70 BURY CAESAR, NOT TO PRAISE HIM.” 


‘WE come in the name of the people of New York, rep- 
resenting its corporate interests, to perform a mournful 
duty—the last sad ceremonies of depositing beneath this 
stone all that is left of the mortal remains of one of the 
noblest and most cherished sons of the Commonwealth. 


Tt is, indeed, a mournful occasion—not only in the per- 
formance of these rites, and the personal remembrances it 
recalls—but in the contemplations and reflections it inyol- 
untarily forces upon the mind. 


Tt has been said that the disappotniments in Life are 
great, and the successes tragically few, Whilst this may 
apply to men in the aggregate, history and observation 
teaches, that the sprcraL MAN may make conquests from 
time—surmount difficulties—and attain the goal of his am- 
bition. The sorrows, the trials and tribulations, of the 
GENERAL MAN, result from the confidence reposed in, and 
the deferred hopes of, the ETERNAL To-morrow: while the 
triumphs of the spEcIAL MAN, may infallibly be traced to 
his earnest action in the ever-living present—in the real- 
ities of the ro-pay. 


Time is always capricious and often deceitful. To the 
youthful it is full of hope and golden promises. In the 
aged it fosters those fond anticipations, but prolongs their 
realization; and, while human expectation is most sanguine, 
it.coquets with our hopes, and it may be, flits from our 
grasp. 


The force and reason of these remarks, are happily illus- 
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trated by the life and example of that exalted citizen 
whose memory we now celebrate; to whose public'yirtues 
and public services we pay homage, gratitude and honor. 
With him there was no to-morrow in life. He was truth- 
ful to his instincts; to his nature, and his public career 
displayed the unceasing activity of an ever-present to-day. 


A brief recital, however imperfect, of the leading inci- 
dents in his eventful, useful, and well-spent public life, 
cannot fail of being interesting to a portion of my au- 
ditory from old associations—must give satisfaction and 
gratification to the patriotism of us all—and should excite 
the ardor of the youthful to the noblest ambition, by emu- 
lating the example of a man whose career was so singularly 
marked with unsullied glory and unspotted personal re- 
spect. 


Wiuiam Jenkins Worrs was born March 1st, 1794, in 
Hudson, Columbia county, in this state. His childhood 
was passed upon the banks of our loveliest river, fittingly 
characterized as the American Rhine; 

“Where Nature, nor too sombre nor too gay, 
Wild but not rude, awful yet not austero,” 

might well ennoble the aspirations of a youth whose bosom 
was fired with genius and patriotism. While yet in his 
eighteenth year, and when the peace of Europe and America 
was perturbed, he entered, in 1812, the military family of 
Morecan Lewis, as private secretary to that estimable 
general. His life was not destined to be long spent in idle 
inactivity. He was already thirsting for fame—already 
longing to be engaged in the service of his country; and 
the realization of his aspirations were not long deferred. 
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We were then upon the eve of a national disruption 
with England. The war of 1812 commenced—that war by 
the proclamation of which, the United States assumed a 
bold, defiant, and independent attitude among the nations; 
and which resulted in a practical assurance to the world, 
that wherever our flag floated, there the American citizen 
(no matter where he might first have beheld the sunlight) 
should be protected, free from insult or molestation, in his 
independence! It was in maintaining the national asser- 
tion of those principles that young Worrtn first fleshed his 
sword. He accompanied Gen. Lewis, in the spring of 1813, 
and, about one year after he had entered his service, to the 
frontiers of Canada, having receiyed the commission of 
lieutenant in the United States army; he was present and 
took part in the attack upon Fort George, on which occa- 
sion he distinguished himself with such intrepidity and 
gallantry, that he was appointed aid-de-camp to his friend 
and patron. The battle of Chrystler’s Field, on the St. 
Lawrence, soon followed.. General Lewis was sick and 
confined to his vessel when the day of action arrived. But 
our youthful soldier was resolved upon not being an idle 
spectator. He solicited, and received, permission, to join 
the field-army then commanded by General Boyp, whom he 
served as volunteer aid-de-camp. In this engagement he 
won fresh honors. His bravery and courage were warmly 
and favorably spoken of in the official report. He was 
already an established favorite—one that excited hopes of 
future promise and future glory. 


When General Lewis recovered from his illness, and soon 
after the battle of Chrystler’s Field, he was assigned to 
command in the city of New York. Worrn’s amiable dis- 
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position, the genial qualities of his heart, and his fine mil- 
itary ardor, won for him a place not only in the esteem, but 
in the affections of Gen. Lewis. He was, indeed, regarded 
by the latter as one of his own family. And, accordingly, 
we find him writing from this city, June 15th, 1814, to Lt. 
Wort, requesting the latter to come and “fill up the 
vacancy” occasioned by his absence. “If laurels’—he 
adds, doubtless, with a proud knowledge of the martial 
flame which burned in the young man’s bosom, and cogni- 
zant of the choice he would make—‘if laurels are your 
object, you have a better chance of being gratified where 
you are than here,”—and of course he remained. 


The resolution to remain where glory could be achieved 
was readily formed—without difficulty, hesitation or equiv- 
ocation. The lioness springs not more eagerly to the pro- 
tection of her young, than the patriotic and martial heart 
to the defence of his country’s Liberties and Independence ! 
“Having’—he writes, in declining the kind and generous 
invitation of General Lewis—“ having participated in three 
month's fatigues of the Camp of Instructions ; THE ENEMY BEING 
WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE, separated only by the Niagara, 
which we cross on the morrow, AND THE BATTLE FIELD IN 
view, will, I trust, excuse my choice. The campaign prom- 
ises to be a stirring one, and you, I am sure, would not pardon 
my leaving.” There is in this letter the ring of the true 
metal. Gleams of its author's future distinguished and 
honorable military distinction is seen in it; and it may be 
readily conceived that it brought gladness—a full heart 
and melting eye—to the brave old soldier for whom it was 
designed. 


There is an eminent man residing in New York, to-day, 
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upon whose cheek long may the rose of health continue to 
bloom, at the very mention of whose name the American 
heart beats quick with pride, and who must be always 
ranked among the first military heroes of this or the past 
generation—who, more than once, bore testimony to the 
bravery, chivalry and daring of General Worrs. Yes, 
associated in our country’s history, with the memory and 
services upon the field, of Generals WasntncTon and Jack- 
sony, must be that of WinrreLp Scorz, one of whose aids 
in 1814, and then in his twentieth year, was Wm1am JEN- 
xrns Wort. To have merited and won the approval.and 
encomiums of that veteran commander, is not among the 
least honorable distinctions of the marked life of the 
latter. He bore an active and distinguished part in the 
battle of Chippewa, relative to which General Scorr wrote 
in his official report: “I cannot close this account of meri- 
torious conduct without mentioning the great services 
rendered me by those two gallant young soldiers, Lieuten- 
ants Worrn and Warts, my aids. There was no danger 
they did not cheerfully encounter in communicating my 
orders, and their zeal and intrepidity won the admiration, 
as they had before the esteem, of the whole brigade.” 
Such high and encomiastic commendation was not without 
its merited effect. Lieutenant Worra was breveted a 
eaptain for his gallant conduct in this affair. 


On the 25th day of July, 1814, was fought the memo- 
rable battle of Lundy’s Lane. There the chivalrous Wort 
was present ; and there, as upon former perilous occasions, 
he signally distinguished himself. The engagement was 
fierce and bloody; but he shrank not from that post of duty 
which was assigned him, in the hour of his country’s peril. 
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“The conduct of Captain Worts, my aid-de-camp,” 
officially writes General Scorr to the War Department, 
“svas marked with his usual skill and gallantry. I had 
already derived much benefit from his services, when he 
received a wound, at the moment believed to be mortal, 
IN THE ACT OF PASSING THROUGH A BLAZE OF FIRE TO COM- 
MUNICATE AN oRDER. His conduct in this second affair 
will not only bear a comparison with his own services in 
the first, BUT WITH THE SERVICES OF ANY OTHER OFFICER OF 
HIS RANK IN EITHER ACTION.” 


From the effects of his wound Captain Worra did not 
soon recover. It lamed him for life, and confined him to 
liis bed and room twelve months. When he was able to 
walk beneath the sunlight again, peace was restored and 
security dwelt within our borders. But our War Depart- 
ment, acting in the spirit of a free and liberal government, 
was not unmindful of the valued services of its servant. 
Captain Worra had no high-sounding pedigree—no hered- 
itary or noble lineage to commend him for promotion to 
his superior officers—but he had talents, bravery, and signal 
military ardor, which, he well knew, under the republican in- 
stitutions, in defence of which he shed his blood, were the 
only true and safe passports to fame. In consideration of 
his services and distinguished conduct in the battle of 
Lundy’s Lane, he was made a Brevet Major. 


The brilliancy and effectiveness of Wortn’s genius was 
not confined to the battle field. He was a man, by the 
very constitution of his nature and character, calculated 
to be of public usefulness to whatever sphere of life his at- 
tention might have been directed. He loved activity and 
despised sloth. He placed no confidence in that which 
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was vague or indefinite; idle he would not consent to be; 
and he never left until “ to-morrow” undone, that which 
could be accomplished “to-day.” He was always prepar- 
ing for possible or contingent emergencies, not because he 
necessarily anticipated danger, but in order to insure pub- 
lic safety and security. 


What Ihave here remarked, is borne out by the fact 
that from 1815 he passed through various military grades— 
first as major commanding the corps of cadets; then as 
instructor of tactics, in which capacity he served ten years; 
and next as lieutenant colonel of ordnance. In 1838, he 
was promoted to the lieutenant coloneley of the eighth 
infantry, in command of which he was successfully engaged 
upon the Niagara frontier, in quelling the patriot war, in- 
stigated by the somewhat notorious insurgent, Bill Johnson. 
Here he carried out with remarkable firmness and popular 
satisfaction, the instructions of government—his demeanor, . 
affability, and personal dignity, imparting confidence to the 
early settlers upon the frontier of our state; while the pub- 
lice services which he had rendered, and the professional 
activity which he displayed, inspired them with respect for 
his patriotism and capacity. 


In 1840, he accompanied his regiment to Florida, there 
to encounter the fierce hostility of the native tribes. His 
well-known energy and skill commended him to the fayor- 
able notice of the War Department, and consequently, 
soon after his arrival, he was placed in command of the 
army operating in Florida. By consummate tact and the 
eelerity of, his movements, he succeeded in bringing the 
hostile chiefs, Wild Cat and Halleck Tustinugge, to bat- 
tle on the 19th of April, 1842, in the Pilicklickiha Ham- 
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mock. It was a battle waged with a savage foe and 
fought with savage ferocity. The conflict was bloody and 
protracted, commencing with the rising sun, and ceasing 
not untilsundown. But the hostile bands were defeated; 
the Pilicklickiha Hammock was to them more than another 
Waterloo; their fierce and barbarous spirit was there effect- 
ually quelled. It was their last struggle; and from that 
day forward the peaceful settlers of Florida—their wives 
and daughters, their old women and old men—were free 
from insult and violence; were enabled to pursue their 
agricultural or commercial vocations, in comparative safety 
and security. 


The war, after seven years duration, was thus brought 
toaclose by the skill and gallantry of Colonel WorrH; 
and, as an evidence of our government’s appreciation of 
his services, in this campaign, he was promoted to a brevet 
Brigadier-general in the United States army. His com- 
mission was placed in his hands by President Potx, who 
improved the occasion by thanking him in flattering and 
happy terms, for his great exertions—unwavering fidelity 
—and unswerving determination, to advance the glory and 
prosperity of our country, 


Four years of profound peace ensued, which, with his 
wonted and characteristic caution and prudence, General 
Worrn devoted to the training and fitting of his regiment 
for those fields of glory in which our arms were soon to be 
victorious. The wisdom of this line of conduct was soon 
made evident. The year 1846 found us engaged in the 
Mexican War. Gen. Worru, in command of his regiment, 
was ordered to Mexico, where he soon won fresh laurels 
and inscribed his name immortally in history. For three 
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days he encountered, in command of his own regiment, and 
first division, the enemy, before Monterey; and on the 
third day he had the satisfaction of triumphantly marching, 
at the head of his forces, into the city. This battle was but 
the prelude to the unbroken chain of our victories in 
Mexico, and in consequence of the perseverance which he 
displayed therein, Worra was breveted Major-general. 


The glorious achievements of our army in Mexico now 
followed in rapid succession, the story of which is so recent 
and familiar to all, that to enter, at this time. into a de- 
tailed account of the martial events which then transpired, 
would be but repeating what you have heard more than a 
thousand times, in centennial addresses and political ora- 
tions. Nevertheless, it would not, perhaps, be amiss to 
observe, that wherever danger was to be encountered—a 
foe to be conquered or honor gained—there General 
Wort might be found participating in the fray. At the 
head of his division he was distinguished in the siege of Vera 
Cruz. In the great battles of Cerro Gordo, Cherubuseo, 
Molino del Rey, and Chepultapec, he added fresh laurels 
to his garland, And as he was first to receive the sur- 
render of Monterey, so it seemed reserved for him to re- 
ceive also the surrender of the city of Mexico, when that 
capital was subdued. 


At the conclusion of the Mexican War, General Wontar 
was ordered to the department of Texas, and there, on the 
seventh day of May, 1849, he expired. He died esteemed 
and regretted by all who knew him; admired and venerated 
by his countrymen, and leaving behind him the record of 
a career so brilliant, that I doubt whether the life of any 
other officer in our army, at the present time, or in the 
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past, presents a more extensive list of battles in which he 
had participated, and which belong to the history and 
fame of our nation. 


The immortality of a soldier’s name, whose public life is 
as marked and distinguished as that of General Worrn, 
and who has rendered so many services to his country and 
his race—does not necessarily depend upon the homage his 
successors may pay, nor upon the monuments which they 
raise, to honor his memory. The fidelity of his unswery- 
ing patriotism—the unsullied integrity of his personal 
character, and the unquestioned force of his military 
genius, have inscribed his name indelibly upon the page 
of our country’s history. Yet the desire to thus commem- 
morate the good deeds of the dead, who have been distin- 
guished in life, is one of the noblest and most exalted pas- 
sions of our species. But in death and in life alike, it was 
the fortunate lot of General Wort to have been made the 
fayored recipient of public honors. 


Thus, among other tokens of the nation’s gratitude, the 
state of New York presented him with a sword, in 1838, to 
testify its appreciation of his distinguished services in the 
war of 1812. The legislature of Florida voted him unan- 
imous thanks for having closed the Indian war there in 
1842. The citizens of Hudson, and Columbia county, pre- 
sented him with a complimentary sword, in honor of his 
distinguished gallantry at Monterey; and the state of Loui- 
siana did the same for his brave conduct throughout the 
Mexican war. In 1848, the national congress ordered a 
sword for him, upon which was engraved an appreciative 
notice of his public services. It was now the palpable 
duty of the emporium of the empire state—the queen city 


49 (oe. No. 21. 


of America—to testify, in a substantial form, her regard 
for one who devoted thirty-six years of active public life to 
the advancement of his country’s glory, and who was one 
of the most eminent and brave of the sons of New York. 


‘When it was ascertained that Major-general Worrn was 
dead, a Committee from the Corporation of the city of 
New York was commissioned to visit the widow of. the 
deceased, and charged to assure her, that in case she 
would surrender to us his remains, a monuments, not un- 
worthy of his fame would be here erected, to, in some de- 
gree, perpetuate his name. 


In a spirit of characteristic good sense and conjugal 
devotion, the request was complied with; the remains 
of the illustrious departed were conveyed to this city, 
and deposited in the receiving vault, at Greenwood Cem- 
etery, in a manner creditable to a metropolis and state whose 
greatness and prosperity claimed, in his affections, the high 
est place. But, up to the present moment, the remains 
of Major General Wor have been unburied. There was 
no spot, honorable to the wealth and magnificence of this 
emporium, or worthy of the public services which he had 
rendered, to which his widow and children might repair, to 
pay the last homage of love to the fidelity of the husband 
or the virtues of the parent. But, from this day forward, 
the pilgrim of his genius and patriotism may here kneel in 
thankfulness, reverence and admiration, at his shrine. The 
youth of our country, passing and repassing this monument, 
will hereafter pause to peruse the record engraved thereon, 
of the virtues, services and fame, of a man whose life pre- 
sents a beautiful illustration of the institutions of our 
country, having raised himself from civil life to the high- 
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est rank known in the army; and eyery gradation in the 
chain of his elevation having been due to the fidelity of 
his adherence to professional duty. The life of General 
Worrn is, indeed, an exemplar which young men might 
well emulate, for its strict truthfulness of duty to himself, 
his country, and his Gop, as a conditioned being in Time. 


The dedication ceremonies were then performed by the 
Masonic Fraternity. 


The religious exercises. and benediction by the Rey. 
Drs. Vinton, Van RensseLarr, and Srevens, concluded 
the ceremonies of the day. 
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